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1.0 Introduction  
 

Hocking Heritage + Architecture has been appointed by Carmel Group to provide some 
preliminary advice on the adaptive reuse of 36 Jull Street, Armadale. The place was originally 
constructed as medical rooms and residence in the 1950s and has subsequently been converted 
for use as offices. The transition between medical use and offices did not require substantial 
alteration and as a result, the place still presents with a high degree of authenticity.  

The place is entered on the City of Armadale’s Municipal Heritage Inventory as a Category B 
place which is defined as warranting a high level of protection.  
 
This preliminary advice aims to establish the constraints and opportunities for the adaptive reuse 
of the place. This brief report is not a heritage impact statement and a full assessment will be 
required as part of the development application process. 
 

 

2.0 Background  
 

No. 36 Jull Street, Armadale was constructed in 1950 as a residence and surgery for Dr. Noel 
Colyer, the first permanent doctor based in Armadale. The place was designed by Marshall Clifton 
and Leach, a well-known Perth architectural firm and displays key elements of the Inter-War Old 
English style.  

The place went under minimal adaptation for use as offices in 1994 and has been empty for the 
last few months. 

 

 

 

3.0 Heritage Listings  
 

State Register of Heritage 
Places  

------------ -------------- 

City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory Category B 

Adopted 2008 (recently 
reviewed 2018 – revised 
entry not sighted) 

Classified by National 
Trust of Western Australia 

Classified June 1998 

  

 

4.0 Statement of Significance  
 

The following statements of significance have been taken from the City of Armadale’s Municipal 
Heritage Inventory: 

 

Aesthetic Value:  It has aesthetic significance as a fine example of a residence in the Inter-
War Old English style.  
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Historic Value:  It has historic significance as an intact example of the work of the  
   architectural firm of Marshall Clifton and Leach.  
 
Social Value:  The building has a social significance to the Armadale community as the 
   home of the town’s first fulltime resident doctor. 
 

 

 

 

5.0 Study Area 
 

The subject property is located at no.36 Jull Street, Armadale. The lot is designated as Lot 30 
on Plan 4995 and Lot 99 on Plan 45348. 
 
 

 

Figure 1: Location Plan 
Courtesy Google Maps, 2019 
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Figure 2: Plan Showing Land Information  
Courtesy Landgate 2019 
 

 



2 Mars Street Carlisle 
GHPDP Assessment  August 2019 
 

 
2019-15  page 8 

 
Figure 3: Aerial Photograph 
Courtesy Landgate 2019 
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6.0 Subject Property 
 
The subject property is a brick and tile detached single storey premises located in an elevated position at 
the eastern end of Jull Street.  

The place is of a distinctive architectural design, demonstrating elements of the Inter-War Old English 
style. At the time of the design in the 1950s, Marshall Clifton was experimenting with post-war styles and 
this was a throwback to earlier works by the architect. 

The steep roof pitch, tall elaborately designed chimneys and old English stylisation including the flat arch 
to the doorway and heavy timber door are all essential elements of the style. The place appears to retain 
the original doors and windows and externally, with the exception of the window screens, presents in a 
highly authentic manner. 

To the side and rear elevations, slight changes have occurred but do not detract from the overall aesthetic 
and characterisation of the place.  

Internally, the plan form has been retained though finishes have been altered. Air conditioning has been 
introduced to the ceilings which has resulted in most ceilings being changed to plasterboard. All floors to 
the main rooms are timber boards. Kitchen and bathroom facilities are dated. Towards the rear of the 
property the internal planning becomes confused with rooms leading into other rooms and bathrooms 
having dual accesses, one of which opens directly into the rear sleepout.  

The fireplace and the beamed ceiling in the main room are distinctive features of the internal presentation 
of the place and reflect the English style of architecture.  

 

 

Figure 4: 36 Jull Street, Armadale – façade  
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Figure 5: Tall elaborately designed chimney to the façade  
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Figure 6: Recessed section of façade 
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Figure 7: Entrance detail 
Figure 8: 36 Jull Street, Armadale 
 

 

 

Figure 9: Façade, 36 Jull Street, Armadale 



2 Mars Street Carlisle 
GHPDP Assessment  August 2019 
 

 
2019-15  page 13 

 
Figure 10: East elevation 
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Figure 11: Alfresco area to east elevation 
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Figure 12: Rear elevation 
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Figure 13: Rear elevation 
 

 
Figure 14: Roofline of rear and west elevations 
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Figure 15: West elevation 
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Figure 16: Carport at western end of the building 
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Figure 17: Main entrance door 
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Figure 18: Main room with fireplace at north end 
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Figure 19: Detail of fireplace 
 

 

 
Figure 20: Secondary fireplace at southern end of main room 
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Figure 21: Timber beamed ceiling in main room 
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Figure 22: Non-original kitchen fitout. Window removed providing open connection to former rear sleepout 
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Figure 23: Kitchen fittings 
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\  

Figure 24: Fireplace in front office 
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Figure 25: Bay window in one of front office rooms 
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Figure 26: Non-original cupboards in former bedroom 
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Figure 27: Rear office space looking west 
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Figure 28: Rear office space looking east 
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Figure 29: Rear office space at western end of building 
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Figure 30: Non-original arched opening in rear office space, looking towards rear external door 
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Figure 31: Non-original bathroom fitout 
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Figure 32: Main bathroom, with original door and window opening into rear sleepout 
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Figure 33: Small room at eastern end of sleepout  
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7.0 Preliminary advice 
 

No. 36  

No. 36 Jull Street, Armadale is entered on the City’s Municipal Heritage Inventory as a Category B place. 
Under the 2008 MHI this is defined as   
 

“ Category B Worthy of a high level of protection. Maximum encouragement to the owner should 
be provided under the City of Armadale’s Town Planning Scheme to conserve the significance of 
the place. A Heritage Assessment* and Impact Statement should be undertaken before approval is 
given for any major redevelopment. Incentives to promote heritage conservation should also be 
considered.” 

 
As a general rule, change can occur to heritage places but all changes but be well considered and assessed 
against the documented significance of the place. The Burra Charter that establishes principles for 
managing heritage places recommends that you “change as much as necessary but as little as possible”.  
 
As the place is not entered on the State Register there is a greater degree of flexibility in the approach to 
change but the above general principle should still be taken into account. Places that are entered on local 
heritage lists prepared by local governments are generally valued for their external appearance as well as 
any historic and social values. The interiors, unless stated otherwise, are not usually considered at the time 
a place is entered on the list. Having said that, each application for change is taken on its own merits and 
assessed against the significance of the place and substantial harmful change to the interiors of these 
places may not be supported.  
 
No. 36 Jull Street has been entered onto the MHI on the basis of its architectural style, it being an example 
of work from Marshal Clifton and Leach architects and that it was built to accommodate Armadale’s first 
full time doctor. I have not seen the revised place record form but doubt the statements of significance 
have substantially altered since 2008. In this regard changes that are deemed to be harmful to these values 
will not be permitted. Irrespective of any change proposed, the place will always be recognised as being 
built for the first permanent doctor in Armadale so this value has little impact on any development 
proposals, except demolition. The same is also true for the value associated to Marshall Clifton and Leach 
architects – changes may impact on the authenticity and presentation of the place but the place still 
remains an example of their work.  
 
Therefore the value statement that needs most consideration is the first being “it is a fine example of a 
residence in the Inter-War Old English Style”. The place has long since ceased functioning as a residence 
or surgery and therefore its level of ‘integrity’ has already been reduced. However, in its current form the 
place could easily be returned to being used as a residence and therefore demonstrates moderate 
integrity. Any further changes will need to be measured against this value ie do any of the proposed 
changes prevent the place being valued for a fine example of a residence being constructed in the Inter-
War Old English style?  
 
Changes that significantly alter the exterior, particularly the key facades and any distinctive design 
elements would also not be supported. Although not used as an excuse for harmful change, the test of 
reversibility also needs to be considered. Are any of the proposed changes reversible? And how much 
original fabric is lost as a result of these changes?  
 
The lists below itemise elements that are to be retained and areas where some degree of flexibility may 
be adopted. 
 
Elements to be Retained - Exterior 
 

• External façade to Jull Street – no changes to the original fabric, original window frames to be 
retained where possible any new frames to match existing. Security screens can be removed to 
improve appearance or retained for security purposes. Original front entrance door to be retained. 
Openings should retain their original dimensions and no new openings to the façade should be 
introduced. The original face brickwork to be retained and should not be rendered or painted.  
 

• West elevation – a cautious approach should be taken to changes. It is unlikely that the shade 
structure was original as the columns are not in keeping with the overall architectural aesthetic of 
the place but additional research and the original plans may provide more information on this 
aspect. As a side elevation that does not impact on the relationship of the building to Jull Street, 
alterations may be considered including a new shade structure and possible increasing the width 
of the door to provide easier access if the use as a childcare centre proceeds. The design of the 
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opening and the structure would need to be in keeping with the aesthetic of the place but could 
be of contemporary design.  
 

• East elevation – the spaces to the east elevation are not in their original form and could possibly 
be altered. To incorporate additional accommodation. The roof line should be retained.  
 

• Roof – the steep pitch of the roof, the form of the roof and the roof cladding should be retained 
without alteration. Where roof cladding requires change due to poor condition new cladding should 
match the existing. No roof lights are to be inserted onto the Jull Street plane of the roof but may 
be considered on the rear plane.  
 

• Chimneys – be retained and repaired where necessary. If not already done so, the chimneys can be 
capped off if fireplaces are not being used.  
 

• All original windows are to be retained. Where new frames are required these are to match original 
styles.  
 

• Front door to be retained. 
 

• Landscape – where possible retain trees as they create an appropriate setting to the place. If the 
trees are not protected by tree preservation order or heritage listing, removal should not be an 
issue where they are in poor condition or prevent use of the place as a childcare centre. The gardens 
are not of significance and can be altered. 
 

Elements to be Retained – Interior  
 

• Fireplace in the northern end of the main room and the front office immediately to the west of the 
entrance hall.  
 

• Timber floors – new coverings may be installed on top of the boards but care must be taken not to 
damage the boards during the installation of carpet etc. Glue should not be used. Specialist advice 
would be required regarding protection of the floors. If the floors are to be retained as timber 
boards, consideration should be given to not using polyurethane coatings. 
 

• Internal plan form as much as possible. There has been minor alteration to the original internal plan 
form but this has not distorted understanding of the place. Additional changes may be considered 
to allow an opening up of the spaces. However evidence of original planning should be retained by 
way of nib walls and arched openings. Structural engineering advice would be required. Heritage 
advice would be required as to how partial removal of walls can be accommodated without 
significantly harming the fabric and authenticity of the place. Original walls have a chamfered edge 
detail which should not be replicated in any changes. Where the chamfered edge exists this detail 
is to be retained.  
 

• Any original ceilings should be retained where possible. Most appear to have been altered to 
plasterboard to alow for new service installations. Some of the cornices do not appear to be 
original. 
 

• Window and door hardware – where this remains extant, they should be retained.  
 

Elements that may be changed – Exterior 
 

• Rear elevation – this elevation has already been altered and could be further altered without 
impacting on the significance of the place. 
 

• West elevation – the roof line of the existing western end of the building should be retained but 
the use and presentation of the western end of the place may be altered to provide additional 
accommodation. Any alterations to this section of the building should not have a detrimental 
impact to the front elevation of the place.  
 

• Garden fencing that provides visual access to the place may be installed as per childcare standards 
but should not be fixed directly to the external fabric of the building. 
 

Elements that may be changed – Interior 
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• Bathroom and kitchen fitouts 

 
• Paint scheme 

 
• Floor finishes – see above comment 

 
• Some alterations to internal plan form – see above.  

 
• Fireplace at southern end of main room may be removed and the fire opening boarded up. The 

cupboards either side of the fireplace could be removed or retained depending on user 
requirements. 
 

• Cupboards in western end bedroom could be removed or retained depending on user 
requirements. 
 

• Fitout in rear western office can be removed. 
 

• Upgraded wiring – generally new wiring should use existing cable tracts and new wiring should not 
be chased into the plasterwork. Existing installations appear to be a combination of skirting 
mounted GPO’s, external conduit running along the top of skirtings and chased in wiring. Due to 
the nature of the proposed use, external surface mounted conduit may not be appropriate and any 
new installations may need to be chased in.  
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