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This Local Heritage Survey (LHS) has been prepared
in accordance with the scope of services described in
the contract or agreement between Stephen Carrick
Architects and the City of Armadale. The document
relies upon data collected upon site visits, referenced
documents and photographs taken at or under the
particular times and conditions specified herein.
Any findings, conclusions or recommendations only
apply to the aforementioned circumstances and no
greater reliance should be assumed or drawn by the
Client. Furthermore, the report has been prepared
solely for use by the Client and Stephen Carrick
Architects accepts no responsibility for its use by
other parties.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A Local Heritage Survey (LHS) is a survey of heritage 
places important to the history of the locality. A 
LHS provides base information needed for local 
governments to achieve consistency, strategic 
direction and community support when dealing with 
heritage matters.

Local governments are required under the Heritage 
Act 2018 to prepare a survey of places in its district 
that in its opinion are, or may become, of cultural 
heritage significance.1

Section (104) of Heritage Act 2018 states that:
The purposes of a local heritage survey by a local 
government include -

(a)  identifying and recording places that   
 are, or may become, of  cultural heritage  
 significance in its district; 
(b)  assisting the local government in making  
 and implementing decisions that are in   
 harmony with cultural heritage values; 
(c)  providing a cultural and historical record of  
 its district; 
(d)  providing an accessible public record of   
 places of cultural heritage significance to its  
 district; and
(e)  assisting the local government in preparing  
 a heritage list or list of heritage areas under  
 a local planning scheme.

In 1994, the City of Armadale appointed O’Brien 
Planning Consultants to compile the first Municipal 
Heritage Inventory (MHI) which was completed in 
1995. This MHI was prepared in consultation with 
the Heritage Council of Western Australia and an 
established Community Heritage Advisory Committee 
(CHAC). CHAC reformed in 1998  and further 
developed the 1995 MHI (which was previously 
limited to 80 places). 

Palassis Architects were commissioned in 2005 to 
provide a review and update to the 1995 MHI. This 
review and update to the MHI was finalised and 
adopted in 2008. 

1         Heritage Act 2018 (WA) 103

In 2005, The Armadale Redevelopment Authority 
(ARA) also prepared a Cultural Heritage Strategy for 
Heritage Places located within jurisdiction of the ARA 
in Armadale. In 2012 the ARA became part of the 
Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority (MRA) and 
developed a MHI for heritage places located within 
MRA precincts within the Armadale municipality. On 
12 July 2017 a MRA Armadale Redevelopment Area 
Heritage List for Armadale was also released.  

In 2018, the City of Armadale engaged Stephen 
Carrick Architects to review the 2008 MHI. The review 
and update process included:

• Reviewing the documentary and physical 
evidence for the 105 existing places on the 2008 
MHI;

• Reviewing the documentary and physical 
evidence for the 8 places on the 2017 MRA 
Armadale Redevelopment Area Heritage List;

• Assessment of 65 places in the Supplementary 
Lists for possible inclusion in LHS and 69 places 
in the City of Armadale List of Potential Sites for 
Nomination;

• Reviewing  nominated places for the inclusion on 
the LHS;

• Preparing new documentary and physical 
evidence for places nominated for inclusion in the 
LHS by members of the community; and

• Allocating and reviewing management categories 
for existing places and new nominations in 
accordance with the current Department of 
Planning Lands and Heritage guidelines.

8
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This process has resulted in some additions and 
removals from the LHS. A brief summary of the 
outcomes are as follows:

There are 117 total places in the 2020 LHS:

• 12 new places were adopted from community  
nominations. 

• 105 existing places are included from the 2008 
MHI;

• 11 MRA places have been assessed for cultural 
heritage significance and are located within 
Appendix 1 of the document for possible future 
inclusion on the LHS once the MRA jurisdiction 
has been normalised. 

• 6 nominations were assessed but not 
recommended for inclusion in the LHS. 
Information on the nominations are located in 
Appendix 2. 

9
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1The Brief

In 2018, the City of Armadale engaged Stephen 
Carrick Architects to complete a review of the 2008 
Municipal Heritage Inventory (MHI) and prepare an 
updated Local Heritage Survey (LHS). 

The update was to be undertaken in accordance 
with the guidelines provided by the Department of 
Planning Lands and Heritage and the conservation 
philosophy of the Australian ICOMOS Burra Charter 
2013. 

The compilation of the LHS is a dynamic process 
designed to accommodate future ongoing reviews 
and updates.

The reviewed LHS provides the framework for the 
review of the City’s Local Planning Policies PLN 
3.8 and 3.9 and provides recommendations for 
improvement and draft amendments for the City’s 
consideration. 

INTRODUCTION

Study Area

The entire Armadale Municipality was reviewed 
including places under the planning jurisdiction of the 
Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority (MRA). 

The City of Armadale is located 30 kilometres 
southeast of the Perth CBD, and is bounded by the 
City of Gosnells and the City of Kalamunda in the 
north, the City of Cockburn to the west, the Shire 
of York and Beverley to the east, and the Shire of 
Serpentine-Jarrahdale and Wandering to the south. 

The Armadale City Centre is a rapidly growing 
strategic metropolitan centre supported by residential, 
commercial, industrial, and rural landholdings with 
large areas of designated National, State, and 
Regional parks. Other major areas of geological 
significance are the Darling Scarp and the Canning 
River which flows north-south through Kelmscott. It 
also has three major dams with a history of water 
supply to Perth and its surrounding areas.

Localities within the City of Armadale.
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The City encompasses a combined land area of 
56,000 hectares, 19 localities2 and an estimated 
population of 91,671 in 2019.3 

The localities include: 

Armadale Harrisdale Mount Richon
Ashendon Haynes Piara Waters
Bedfordale Hilbert Roleystone
Brookdale Karragullen Seville Grove
Camillo Kelmscott Wungong
Champion Lakes Lesley
Forrestdale Mount Nasura

What is Heritage?

The Heritage Act 2018 defines cultural heritage 
significance as:

“aesthetic, historic, scientific, social or spiritual value 
for individuals or groups within Western Australia. 
Cultural heritage significance may be embodied in 
a place itself and in any of its fabric, setting, use, 
associations, meanings, records, related places and 
related objects. A place may have diverse values for 
different individuals or groups.”4

Heritage places that have undergone an evaluation 
process that considers and analyses documentary 
and physical evidence relating to the cultural heritage 
significance of the place may be registered on 
the Local Heritage Survey or the State Register of 
Heritage Places.

2 City of Armadale Community Profile, https://profile.id.com.au/
armadale/about?WebID=10 accessed January 2019.
3 City of Armadale  Population Forecast, https://forecast.id.com.
au/armadale accessed January 2019.

4 Heritage Act 2018 (WA) s 5 

Heritage Act 2018

In September 2018 the Western Australian Parliament 
passed the Heritage Bill 2017 effectively giving 
Western Australia a new Heritage Act. It replaces the 
Heritage of Western Australia Act 1990. 

The Local Heritage Survey (LHS) was prepared 
according to the Draft Local Heritage Survey 
Guidelines released in March 2019 to assist the 
preparation of Local Heritage Survey's in accordance 
with Heritage Act 2018.5

Key changes to the new Act include amended 
processes for entering a place in the State Register; 
guidelines for the development of heritage places; 
better protections for important heritage places; and 
increased transparency by publishing the Heritage 
Council’s advice to the Minister for Heritage on the 
inclusion of a place in the State Register.

Before the new Act can be proclaimed, a series of 
regulations must be approved by the Governor to 
ensure the new Act will have its intended effects 
(these are referred to as Proclamation Regulations).6

The Act has not been proclaimed at the time of the 
2020 LHS Review.

5 Heritage Council Draft Guidelines for Local Heritage Surveys, 

March 2019, https://www.stateheritage.wa.gov.au/docs/about-us-documents
-files/draft-guidelines.pdf?sfvrsn=0 accessed 29 April 2019

6 Heritage Council The Heritage Act 2018, http://www.
stateheritage.wa.gov.au/about-us/acts-policies/heritage-act-2018 accessed 

29 April 2019

1
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• A review should ensure that the LHS reflects 
the current understanding and opinion of local 
government and its community, and that the LHS 
meets current standards.

• A review should take place at intervals consistent 
with the major review of a local planning strategy 
or strategic community plan.

The original MHI was adopted in 1995 and a major 
review was completed in 2008. This is the second 
review of the Local Heritage Survey. 

Aboriginal Heritage

The 2020 LHS Review includes a synopsis of the 
culture and involvement of the Aboriginal community 
in the development of Armadale in the updated 
Historical Overview and Narrative.

Aboriginal heritage sites are not included in the 
2020 LHS Review as these are administered under 
separate legislation and require both specialist 
archaeological and anthropological skills as well as 
cultural sensitivity which may preclude the disclosure 
of information to the public.

The Department of Aboriginal Affairs and the 
application of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 will 
ensure that significant aspects of Aboriginal history 
and culture, relating to the period before European 
settlement, are recorded and preserved.  

What is a Local Heritage Survey?

A Local Heritage Survey (LHS) identifies local heritage 
places in a systematic manner and provides base 
cultural and historic information for the community 
and local authority. Heritage Surveys can assist local 
governments to develop local conservation policies 
and provide information about local heritage required 
under Planning and Development (Local Planning 
Schemes) Regulations 2015.

Section (104) of Heritage Act 2018 states that:
The purposes of a local heritage survey by a local 
government include -

(a)  identifying and recording places that   
 are, or may become, of  cultural heritage  
 significance in its district;
(b)  assisting the local government in making  
 and implementing decisions that are in   
 harmony with cultural heritage values; 
(c)  providing a cultural and historical record of  
 its district; 
(d)  providing an accessible public record of   
 places of cultural heritage significance to its  
 district; and
(e)  assisting the local government in preparing  
 a heritage list or list of heritage areas under  
 a local planning scheme.

The 'Draft Guidelines for Local Heritage Surveys' 
provided by the Department of Planning Lands and 
Heritage states that:

• Each local government should adopt a process 
for the periodic update of place records to reflect 
administrative changes, approved works, or other 
information that does not impact on the cultural 
heritage value of the place.

• Provision should be made for the ad hoc creation 
or review of one or more place records, including 
the commissioning of a heritage assessment 
where required, independent of a review.

1
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Heritage List

The City of Armadale will develop a Heritage List in 
accordance with Section 8 of the 'Deemed Provisions' 
of the Planning and Development (Local Planning 
Schemes) Regulation 2015 as a separate process 
following completion of the LHS. 

How do we look after our heritage?

Local governments are responsible for reviewing 
their town planning schemes and formulating their 
own policies to ensure heritage assets within their 
jurisdiction are conserved for future generations. 

The City of Armadale has provisions within its Town 
Planning Scheme No.4, which require the heritage 
values of places listed in the LHS to be taken into 
consideration when new development is proposed.  

The City’s Heritage Management Policy PLN 3.8 
supplements the provisions of the scheme and applies 
to places listed on the City’s LHS with a Management 
Category of 1 and 2. The policy may be applied 
to places listed on the LHS with a Management 
Category of 3.  

The objectives of the policy are to increase public 
awareness of the LHS; encourage landowners to 
address heritage values of places entered in the LHS 
in their planning for the place; to provide incentives 
to ameliorate the costs of heritage retention; and to 
ensure that due consideration is given to the heritage 
values of places entered in the LHS in the planning 
approvals process.

Entry of a property into this LHS is recognition of the 
property’s heritage significance to the community.  
There is also a requirement for the LHS to be forwarded 
to the Heritage Council of Western Australia for public 
information.

1
What are Management Categories?

Management categories recognise the varying 
degrees of importance and intactness of heritage 
places. For example, some places are more important 
to the community than others.  Some buildings or 
structures have been lost over time and only the site 
remains.  Management categories reflect, therefore, 
the diversity of heritage places.  As such, they provide 
guidance to the City as to the importance of the place 
and make recommendations for the level of care that 
should be taken of the place.

This review includes assigning Management 
Categories to the identified heritage places within the 
City of Armadale, in accordance with the Heritage 
Council’s Draft Guidelines for Local Heritage Surveys, 
2019. There are four (4) management categories 
ranging from 1 to 4. The level of significance for the 
management categories are defined as follows:

Management Category 1:
Exceptional Significance

All places in category 1 are of exceptional significance 
to the Local Government inclusive of State Registered 
places. 

Management Category 2:
Considerable Significance

Management Category 3:
Some / Moderate Significance

Management Category 4:
Little Significance

7 Heritage Council Draft Guidelines for Local Heritage Surveys, 
March 2019, https://www.stateheritage.wa.gov.au/docs/about-us-documents

-files/draft-guidelines.pdf?sfvrsn=0 accessed 29 April 2019
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1
2020 Local Heritage Survey Review 
Consultant Team

Stephen Carrick Architects focus on all aspects of 
heritage and design, with specific expertise in heritage 
assessment, conservation planning, conservation 
works, heritage impact statements, adaptive reuse of 
buildings and infill in heritage streetscapes.

As director of the practice, Stephen Carrick is a 
registered architect with over 30 years experience 
working in architecture; conservation; adaptation and 
development within heritage precincts. Stephen’s 
experience and expertise has been developed from 
extensive work on large and small heritage projects 
in both metropolitan and regional Western Australia. 

The following people from Stephen Carrick Architects 
were part of the LHS review study team:

• Stephen Carrick (Lead Consultant & Registered 
Architect)

• Aileen Chew (Architectural Graduate)
• Nicola Marchesi (Architectural Graduate)
• Tayla Bezant (Architectural Graduate)
• Clare Menck (Sub-Consultant, Historian)

The project Historian, Clare Menck, has 18 years  
experience working within the heritage industry 
in Western Australia. She also has an excellent 
understanding of heritage legislation as a result 
of her work at the Heritage Council and has wide 
experience in research projects, especially heritage 
assessments.

Municipal Heritage Inventory (1995)

In 1994 a draft Municipal Heritage Inventory (MHI) 
was prepared by O’Brien Planning Consultants. The 
process included extensive community consultation 
and liaison with the Department of Planning Lands 
and Heritage. The final MHI consisted of 80 properties 
and was adopted by the Council in August 1995.

The Community Heritage Advisory Committee 
(CHAC) continued work on the 1995 MHI when the 
committee was reformed in 1998.

At this time, no areas within the City were being 
administered by the Metropolitan Redevelopment 
Authority (MRA).

Municipal Heritage Inventory Review (2008)

In 2005, the City of Armadale commissioned Palassis 
Architects to work with the City to review and update 
the Municipal Heritage Inventory (MHI). 

The review was completed in 2008, when Council 
adopted a new, enlarged MHI which is the subject of 
the current review.

14
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1
Armadale Redevelopment Authority (ARA) and 
Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority (MRA)

In 2005 the MRA prepared a Cultural Heritage Strategy 
covering the areas that fell under its jurisdiction.

Several MRA precincts were normalised in 2011, with 
land in those precincts being brought back under 
control of the City of Armadale Town Planning Scheme 
No.4. Heritage places located in those normalised 
former MRA precincts were adopted by Council into 
the 2008 Municipal Heritage Inventory (MHI). 

The MRA developed a MHI in 2012 for heritage 
places zoned as MRA places within the Armadale 
municipality. On 12 July 2017 a MRA Armadale 
Redevelopment Area Heritage List was released.  

In 2018 the MRA announced a program that will 
involve the normalising of all its project areas within 
Armadale back to the City of Armadale.  As a result 
the City has included as part of its Local Heritage 
Survey (LHS) review a review of all properties listed 
within the MRA MHI to determine if they are to be 
included in the City’s final LHS. 

Those properties that will be supported for inclusion 
into the LHS have been identified in Appendix 1 of the 
LHS and will be included following normalisation of 
MRA planning areas.
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2METHODOLOGY, 
OUTCOMES & TERMINOLOGY
Review Strategy

The review of the City of Armadale’s Local Heritage 
Strategy (LHS) has been undertaken in accordance 
with the guidelines prepared by the Department of 
Planning Lands and Heritage and the conservation 
philosophy of the Australian ICOMOS Burra Charter 
2013. Key documents available on the Department of 
Planning Lands and Heritage website include:

• Heritage Council, Draft Guidelines for Local 
Heritage Surveys, March 2019.

• Department of Planning Lands and Heritage, 
Criteria for the Assessment of Local Heritage 
Places and Areas, March 2012.

• Department of Planning Lands and Heritage, 
Basic Principles for Local Government 
Inventories, March 2012. 

• Department of Planning Lands and Heritage, 
Local Planning Policies Practice Notes and 
Examples, March 2012.

Phase 1 - Review and assessment of the 2008 
Municipal Heritage Inventory (MHI). The City 
presented the project scope to the Community 
Heritage Advisory Group (CHAG) members and 
members were asked to review and submit new 
LHS nominations. Public invitation to comment and 
nominate new places was also advertised to the 
community.

Phase 2 - Review and assess places in the 
supplementary lists, newly nominated sites and 
places within the 2017 Metropolitan Redevelopment 
Authority (MRA) Heritage Inventory. CHAG members 
were consulted on the review and assessment of all 
places. 

Phase 3 - Draft revised LHS reviewed by CHAG 
members and publicly advertised for comment.

Phase 4 - Review of public submissions.

Phase 5 - Preparation of finalised document.

Phase 6 - Review of the LPP 3.8 and 3.9.

Historical Information and Thematic Framework

The Historical Overview and Thematic Framework has 
been updated by a Historian as part of the LHS review. 
This process included increasing acknowledgment 
and awareness in the Local Heritage Survey (LHS) 
Historical Overview and Narrative of the culture 
and involvement of the Aboriginal community in the 
development of Armadale.

All nominated places were researched and the 
historical information has been included within the 
place record form. 

What is the function of the Community Heritage 
Advisory Group (CHAG)?

CHAG provides advice to the City of Armadale via the 
Executive Director Development Services on matters 
relating to heritage places within the City of Armadale 
associated with the City’s Local Heritage Survey 
(LHS) or Heritage List. This advice includes:

• The review on a periodic basis of the City’s LHS in 
order to update/amend the information contained in 
the LHS.
• To examine and provide advice on properties for 
possible inclusion or removal from the LHS.
• To provide heritage advice on a periodic basis on 
places included in the City’s LHS with a view on 
amending the category of a listing within the LHS.
• Review documentation of heritage places and 
provide advice on future requests to seek listing on 
the State Register of Heritage Places.
• Provide advice on the redevelopment or alteration of 
existing properties on the LHS that are included in a 
planning application. 

16
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2
Consultation Strategy

To ensure a successful and positive outcome for 
the Local Heritage Survey (LHS) review the City of 
Armadale have undertaken  comprehensive public 
consultation through advertisements for public 
comment. The Community Heritage Advisory Group 
(CHAG) plays a consultative role in the preparation 
of the LHS, providing clarification and additional 
information about nominated places where possible. 

As a preliminary step, a pre-consultation with CHAG 
was conducted including a request to nominate 
new places and provide comment on the 2008 MHI. 
Stakeholders and property owners of places in the 
2008 MHI were later notified of the review and invited 
to provide comment and additional information. 
The community were notified of the review through 
a public invitation to make new nominations and 
commentary through the City of Armadale ‘Out for 
Comment’ website. Submissions were received 
by the City of Armadale from a range of interested 
community members and government agencies. 

These public nominations complemented places in 
the Supplementary Lists and became the basis of the 
2020 Local Heritage Survey Review.

The City and Stephen Carrick Architects engaged in a 
second round of correspondence to stakeholders and 
property owners of existing places in order to obtain 
permission to access some private property that were 
difficult to view from public domain. 

A draft LHS was prepared following a second 
consultation session with CHAG. The draft was then 
presented to the City of Armadale Council for review 
prior to release for community comment. Following 
receipt of community comment, specific issues were 
addressed and a final LHS prepared. Changes were 
presented to Council for adoption.

Assessment of Newly Nominated Places

The City of Armadale received 23 new nominations 
for places from community members. Community 
members were made aware of the nomination process 
through public consultation and advertisement  
prepared and circulated by the City. 

The nominated places were assessed by Stephen 
Carrick Architects in accordance with the guidelines 
recommended by the Heritage Council of Western 
Australia, with the aim of determining what places 
were worthy of inclusion in the Local Heritage Survey.  

17
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010 Early Government Housing - 
7 John Street

7 John Street, Armadale 3

015 History House Museum 7 Minnawarra Historic Precinct, 
Orchard Avenue, Armadale

3

029 Townsends Home 60 Sixth Road, Armadale 3
033 Early Government Housing -

3 William Street
3 William Street, Armadale 3

034 Early Government Housing - 
8 William Street

8 William Street, Armadale 3

035 Swedish Prefabricated Home 11 William Street, Armadale 3
036 Early Government Housing - 23 William 

Street
23 William Street, Armadale 3

056 Goolamrup Reserve Lot 92 and 93 Goolamrup Reserve 3
093 Narrowlands 91 Burrows Retreat, Mount Richon 3
097 Metropolitan Water Supply Board Pump 

House
535 Brookton Highway, Roleystone 3

101 Domestic Orchard Trees 316 Canning Mills and 33 Tower 
Street, Roleystone

4

111 Third Stone Chimney Canning Contour 
Channel

Peet Road near the intersection of 
Mackie Road

1

PLACE 
NO.

PLACE
NAME

LOCATION MANAGEMENT 
CATEGORY

Nominations included in the 2020 LHS

There are 12 new places adopted in the 2020 Local 
Heritage Survey from community nominations. 

2
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1 Exceptional Significance Essential to the heritage 
of the locality. Rare or 
outstanding example.

The place should be 
retained and conserved. 
Any alterations or 
extensions should reinforce 
the significance of the 
place, and be in accordance 
with a Conservation Plan 
(if one exists for the place). 
Development would require 
consultation with the City 
of Armadale and possibly 
the Heritage Council 
of Western Australia. 
Maximum encouragement 
to the owner should be 
provided under the City of 
Armadale’s Town Planning 
Scheme to conserve the 
significance of the place. A 
Heritage Assessment* and 
Impact Statement should be 
undertaken before approval 
is given for any major 
redevelopment. Incentives 
to promote heritage 
conservation should also be 
considered.

MANAGEMENT 
CATEGORY

LEVEL OF 
SIGNIFICANCE

DESCRIPTION OUTCOME

2
Management Categories

This review includes assigning management 
categories to the identified heritage places within the 
City of Armadale, in accordance with the Heritage 
Council’s Draft Guidelines for Local Heritage 
Surveys.8 There are four (4) management categories 
ranging from 1 to 4. The level of significance for the 
management categories are defined in the following 
table: 

8             Heritage Council Draft Guidelines for Local Heritage Surveys,  
               March 2019, https://www.stateheritage.wa.gov.au/docs/about- us-  

            documents-files/draft-guidelines.pdf?sfvrsn=0 accessed 29 April 2019
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2 Considerable 
Significance

Very important to the  
heritage of the locality.
High degree of integrity/
authenticity.

Conservation of the place 
is highly desirable. Any 
alterations or extensions 
should reinforce the 
significance of the place. 
Maximum encouragement 
to the owner should be 
provided under the City of 
Armadale’s Town Planning 
Scheme to conserve the 
significance of the place. A 
Heritage Assessment* and 
Impact Statement should be 
undertaken before approval 
is given for any major 
redevelopment. Incentives 
to promote heritage 
conservation should also be 
considered.

3 Some/Moderate 
Significance

Contributes to the heritage 
of the locality. 
Lower integrity/authenticity, 
not necessarily detracting 
from the overall 
significance of the place.

Conservation of the place is 
desirable. Any alterations or 
extensions should reinforce 
the significance of the place, 
and original fabric should be 
retained wherever feasible. 
Endeavour to conserve the 
significance of the place 
through the provisions of 
the Town Planning Scheme. 
A Heritage Assessment* 
and Impact Statement 
may be required before 
approval is given for any 
major redevelopment or 
demolition. If necessary, 
record the place 
photographically prior to 
demolition.

4 Little Significance Has elements or values 
worth noting for community 
interest but otherwise 
makes little contribution.

Photographically record 
prior to major development 
or demolition. Recognise 
and interpret the site if 
possible.

* Note:  The term Heritage Assessment, referred to in Category 1, 2, and 3 is defined as:
  A brief, independent evaluation by a heritage architect or heritage consultant. It is not to be confused  
 with a Heritage Council Heritage Assessment or a Conservation Plan, which are more extensive and 
 detailed documents. 
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Appendix 1 and Appendix 2

Places in Appendix 1 are curretly located within 
the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority (MRA) 
jurisdictions. MRA places located within the City of 
Armadale are currently undergoing a process of 
normalisation. As a result, the places will be part of 
the City's jurisdictions. These places are not formally 
included in the Local Heritage Survey (LHS), at 
this stage, but will be included once the planning 
normalisation process is complete.

Places in Appendix 2 are not formally included in the 
LHS. Appendix 2 contains places that were nominated 
by the community that have sufficient cultural heritage 
value to warrant consideration but lack definitive 
locational data to ascertain a specific site. Further 
information, in the future, could potentially identify 
these places for inclusion in the LHS.

Outcomes

In 2018, the City of Armadale engaged Stephen 
Carrick Architects to review the 2008 Municipal 
Heritage Inventory (MHI). The document forms the 
basis of the 2020 Local Heritage Survey (LHS). The 
review and update process included:

• Reviewing the documentary and physical 
evidence for the 105 places currently on the 2008 
MHI;

• Reviewing the documentary and physical 
evidence for the 8 places currently under the 
2017 Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority 
(MRA)  Armadale Redevelopment Area Heritage 
List;

• Assessment of 3 new nominated sites within 
MRA jurisdiction;

• Assessment of 65 places in the Supplementary 
Lists for possible inclusion in LHS and 69 places 
in the City of Armadale List of Potential Sites for 
Nomination;

• Assessment of nominated places for the inclusion 
on the LHS; and

• Allocating and reviewing management categories 
for existing places, MRA places and new 
nominations in accordance with the current 
Department of Planning Lands and Heritage 
guidelines.

A summary of the outcomes are as follows.

There are 117 places in the 2020 LHS and there will 
be 128 places if the MRA jurisdiction is normalised:

• 105 existing places from the 2008 MHI;
• 12 new places were adopted from community  

nominations. This includes 2 new nominations 
also in the Supplementary Lists, and 2 new 
nominations also in the City of Armadale List of 
Potential Sites for Nomination;

• 11 places under MRA jurisdiction to be included at 
normalisation. This includes 3 new nominations 
within the MRA planning area to be included at 
normalisation.

• 6 nominations were assessed but not 
recommended for inclusion in the LHS. 
Information on the nominations are located in 
Appendix 2.

The LHS assessment criteria has been reviewed to 
ensure that the grading system accurately reflects the 
cultural heritage value of the listed places and that 
the criteria are easily understood by a wide range of 
heritage users.

The information content of the LHS has been reviewed 
entirely, with an emphasis on consolidating existing 
information, checking its accuracy and updating place 
record forms with any new information.

2
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2
Limitations of the Local Heritage Survey

Physical descriptions of places are based on exterior 
qualities from the public domain. Where permission 
was requested and granted, access to private 
property for places that are difficult to view from public 
domain was undertaken.

The architectural styles of places within the Local 
Heritage Survey are based on 'A Pictorial Guide to 
Identifying Australian Architecture: Styles and Terms 
from 1788 to the Present.'9 Buildings that were noted 
typical of a specific style were noted solely on the 
architectural period.

Format and Structure

Stephen Carrick Architects have updated both the 
format and structure of the City of Armadale’s Local 
Heritage Survey to ensure that the document conveys 
the required information in an ‘easy to read’ format.

9          Apperly, Richard, Irving, Robert, Reynolds, Peter. 1989. 
 A Pictorial  Guide to Identifying Australian Architecture: Styles  

 and Terms from 1788 to the Present. Angus & Robertson.

What are the Place Record Forms?

Place Record Forms have been compiled for each of 
the places in the Local Heritage Survey. The place 
record form contains the following information about 
each place:

Name Current name.

Previous 
Place No.

Previous 2008 place number if 
applicable.

Place No. 2020 place number.

Main 
photograph

Updated photograph (if available) 
or previous place photograph.

Other Names Other known names if applicable.

Street 
Address

Locality Suburb.

Landgate PIN

Land 
Information

Lot number(s), Diagram/Plan/
Reserve number(s), Volume/Folio 
numbers, and GPS coordinates (if 
available).

Previous 
AMHI

Previous Municipal Heritage 
Inventory place numbers.

Heritage 
Listings and 
Surveys

Department of Planning Lands and 
Heritage InHerit database number, 
previous MHIs, and other listings if 
available.

Place Type Type of place in accordance with 
the Department of Planning Lands 
and Heritage InHerit database.
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Use Original and current use of a place. 
Other use if available.

Construction 
Date

Record for when building was built.

Wall and 
Roof 

Predominant observable material 
used for wall and roof construction 
of a place, if applicable.

Architectural 
Style

Observable style weighed against 
a place’s construction date using 
‘A Pictorial Guide to Identifying 
Australian Architecture’, 1989.

Physical 
Description

Brief physical description based on 
observable evidence, often from 
the public domain.

Condition The current state of the place in 
relation to the values for which that 
place has been assessed, and is 
graded on the scale of Good, Fair 
or Poor.

Integrity The extent to which a building 
retains its original function, graded 
on a scale of High, Medium or Low.

Authenticity The extent to which the fabric is in 
its original state, graded on a scale 
of High, Medium or Low.

Date of 
Survey

Date of inspection for the exterior 
condition of a place which the 
information is based.

Historical 
Information

Brief description on the history of 
the place including changes to the 
fabric if available.
 

Historic 
Theme

The Heritage Council of Western 
Australia’s ‘Heritage Themes’, 
2012  have been used as a basis to 
develop the list of themes.

Associations Association with a person, group of 
people or organisation important in 
shaping the locality.

Sources Sources that contributed to the 
historical information.

Statement of 
Signficance

A brief statement of the aesthetic, 
historic, research, and social value, 
rarity and representativeness of a 
place, where applicable.

Management 
Category

The Management Category 
associated with the Level of
Significance assigned to the place.

Level of 
Significance

Graded on a scale of Exceptional, 
Considerable, Some, or Little 
significance.

Additional 
Photographs

Additional current photographs.

Historical 
Photographs

Includes older photographs from 
the 2008 MHI and other sources if 
available.

How do you find a place in this report?

The place record forms have place numbers that are 
grouped according to locality.

To assist the reader in locating a place record form 
for a particular place in the LHS, there is a Contents 
page (page 3-6) and a Place Index (page 94).

Clicking on a place name will take the reader to the 
place record form.

2
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Abbreviations

AMHI

ARA

Armadale Municipal Heritage 
Inventory

Armadale Redevelopment 
Authority (now MRA)

CHAG Community Heritage Group 
(previously known as CHAC)

LHS Local Heritage Survey

MHI Municipal Heritage Inventory

MRA Metropolitan Redevelopment 
Authority

SCA Stephen Carrick Architects

the City The City of Armadale

DPLH Department of Planning Lands and 
Heritage

Terminology

According to Heritage Act 2018:

1. “place” means a defined or readily identifiable 
area of land and may include any of the following 
things that are in, on or over the land -

(a) archaeological remains;
(b) buildings, structures, other built forms, and their
surrounds;
(c) equipment, furniture, fittings and other objects    
(whether fixed or not) that are historically or physically 
associated or connected with the land;
(d) gardens and man-made parks or sites;
(e) a tree or group of trees (whether planted or 
naturally occurring) in, or adjacent to, a man-made 
setting.

2. For the purposes of the definition of place in 
subsection (1) -
(a) the area of land may include any number of 
contiguous or non-contiguous parts; and
(b) the area of land may be included in any number of 
lots, in separate titles and in different ownerships; and 
(c) the area of land includes as much of the land 
beneath the surface as is required for the purposes 
of conservation;
and
(d) it is immaterial that water covers the area of land 
at any particular time or at all times.

The following terms are defined as per the Department 
of Planning Lands and Heritage ‘Criteria for the 
Assessment of Local Heritage Places and Areas’.10

Aesthetic Value
It is significant in exhibiting particular aesthetic 
characteristics.

Historic Value
It is significant in the evolution or pattern of the history 
of the local district.

Research Value
It has demonstrable potential to yield information that 
will contribute to an understanding of the natural or 
cultural history of the local district. It is significant in 
demonstrating a high degree of technical innovation 
or achievement.

Social Value 
It is significant through association with a community 
or cultural group in the local district for social, cultural, 
educational or spiritual reasons.

Rarity
It demonstrates rare, uncommon or endangered 
aspects of the cultural heritage of the local district.

10 Department of Planning Lands and Heritage Criteria for the 
Assessment of Local Heritage Places and Areas, 2012 website http://www.
heritage.wa.gov.au/docs/local-government/criteria-for-the-assessment-of-
local-heritage-places-and-areas_2012.pdf?sfvrsn=10 accessed 30 April 

2019
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2
Representativeness
It is significant in demonstrating the characteristics of 
a class of cultural places or environments in the local 
district.

Condition
The current state of the place in relation to the values 
for which that place has been assessed, and is 
generally graded on the scale of Good, Fair or Poor.

Integrity
The extent to which a building retains its original 
function, generally graded on a scale of High, Medium 
or Low.

Authenticity
The extent to which the fabric is in its original state, 
generally graded on a scale of High, Medium or Low.
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3 Chronology of the Armadale District

This timeline is based on the narrative that follows. It 
also takes into account the chronology presented in the 
2008 Municipal Heritage Inventory and that compiled 
by the City of Armadale for their website (https://
www.armadale.wa.gov.au/timeline-settlement).  
Where sources disagree on dates, the timeline below 
favours dates given in Carter & Carter’s Settlement 
to City, as these are comprehensively referenced to 
primary source material. 

Armadale district part of Whadjuk Noongar land.

First colonists arrive to take up large land grants 
(most leave within four years).
Township of Kelmscott gazetted.
Detachment of soldiers assigned to Kelmscott to 
protect colonists.
Barracks built.

Period of Noongar resistance and frontier violence, 
with few colonists remaining in the district.
Ensign Robert Dale explores area to the east of 
Kelmscott.

Alfred Hillman surveys Perth-Albany route (sand 
track), crossing the Darling Range south of Kelmscott.

Perth-Albany mail service begins, but generally 
uses inland route in preference to track surveyed via 
Kelmscott.

Kelmscott Barracks vacated, leaving only a handful of 
colonists in the district.

The Western Australian Mining Company begins 
attempts at mining lead and copper at Cole’s Shaft 
(proves uneconomic and abandoned by 1850). The 
Mining grants were significant in determining future 
cadastre and roads in the City of Armadale

Pre-
contact

1830-1

1830s

1836 

1841 

 

1844

1846

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

26



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

Convict transport to WA commences. 
Joseph Batt completes a water mill, allowing local 
grinding of wheat for the district’s few farmers.

Convict labour set to work constructing Perth-Albany 
Road, via Kelmscott.

Thomas Middleton believed to have provided a rest 
and refreshment stop from his house at the site later 
to become Narrogin Inn.

Bridge over the Canning River constructed near 
Kelmscott to serve the new Perth-Albany Road.

Small-scale slate quarry and clay pits established by 
George Lazenby.
Thomas Saw receives wayside Licence and 
constructs more permanent building at Narrogin Inn 
to accommodate travellers on Perth-Albany Road.

First Police Station built (Kelmscott).

Thomas Buckingham (junior) and his brother 
Alexander Buckingham built the first sawmill in the 
district with funds provided by their father Thomas 
Buckingham (senior).

District  established in Western Australia.
Kelmscott district included in Canning and Murray 
Roads Board.
St Mary’s Anglican Church built at Kelmscott.

Post Office opens in Kelmscott on Albany Road.

Timber becomes an important local industry, 
especially supplying railway sleepers.

First school opens, using St Mary’s Anglican Church 
building in Kelmscott.

Mail coaches cease following opening of Great 
Southern Railway (inland route).

District expands, with fruit growing particularly 
established and large land holdings near townsites 
subdivided, and weekend tourism increasingly 
boosting the economy.

1850 

1851

1853

1854

1856

1860

1865-
1866

1871

1872

1880s

1882

1889

1890s

3
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1891

1893

1894

1896

1897

1898

1900s

1900

1901

1902

1903

1904

Kelmscott Hall built.

Perth-Bunbury railway completed and opened.
Kelmscott Station Masters House built.

Derry Na Sura vineyard planted.
Kelmscott  District established.
Postal office opens at Kelmscott.

Kelmscott Hotel opens.

Mechanics Institute Hall, and railway station, open at 
Narrogin (Armadale).
Mechanics Institute and replacement police station 
open at Kelmscott.
Cricket club forms.
Annual wildflower show inaugurated.
Biannual Kelmscott Agriculture Show inaugurated.
Orlando Street bridge completed.

Post and Telegraph Office opens at Narrogin 
(Armadale).Three additional Licenced premises open 
at Narrogin. Kelmscott school transfers into purpose-
built premises.

Subdivision of rural lots to expand the residential areas 
of Narrogin (Armadale), Kelmscott and Roleystone.

Armadale Primary School Building opens; schools 
also begin in community halls at Beenup and 
Bedfordale, although the former was short-lived.

Armadale brick works opens.

Railway Hotel opens in Armadale.

Roleystone Estate subdivision goes on sale, with lots 
selling quickly. Roads Board Office built in Armadale, 
cementing Armadale as district centre.
Congregational church opens (Armadale), transept 
added c1913 and a porch in c1940.
Bedfordale Hall opened by Governor Bedford.

Anglican Church of St Matthew opens (Armadale).
Subdivision expands residential areas of Kelmscott.

3
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1905

1906

1907

1908

1909

1910

1910s- 
1920s

1911

1912

Kelmscott Congregational Church established.
Roleystone School opens.
Establishment of Marians Vineyard later to become 
the Richmond Vineyard

Fremantle- Jandakot rail line opens, extended to 
Armadale in 1907.
Program to sponsor British migrants to the district (to 
1912); Italians arrive to settle in Karragullen.

Illawarra Orchard Company sends first shipment of 
Western Australian apples to England.
Football clubs form.

Jull Street (Armadale) named after a poll was held.
Tennis clubs form.
Auriferous (Gold) deposit (-1909)

Township of Armadale formally gazetted with 
expanded boundaries. Armadale referred to as 
'Narrogin' prior to this date.
Boy Scouts established in the district.

Armadale Water Supply officially opens.
Kelmscott Roads Board renamed Armadale-
Kelmscott Roads Board, with five wards.

Gravel extraction from bushland adjacent to the 
railway in Wongong areas now incorporated into 
Fletcher Park and Lambert Lane Nature Reserve.

Street lighting installed in the district.
Turner Road Bridge completed.

Roleystone Progress Association established.
Catholic Church of St Francis Xavier (Armadale) built, 
along with a community church hall (Roleystone).
East Jandakot school opens, operating for only a few 
years.
Kalamunda railway to Canning Mills extended to 
Karragullen.

3
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1913

1914

1915

1916

1919

1920s

1920

1921

1922

1924

1925

Congregational Mission Hall built at Wungong.

Illawarra school opens for orchard employees’ 
children; transfers 1919 to more central site and 
becomes Karragullen school.

Roads Board expanded to seven wards.

State brickworks open at Beenup.
Karragullen Literary Society established.
Forrestdale school opens, lasts only six years.
Armadale-Kelmscott Co-operative Store (Jull Street) 
begins 50 years trading.

Armadale War Memorial erected (obelisk).

Fallen Soldiers Memorial Park established 
(Armadale), with trophy guns added 1920 and 1921.

Group Settlement and Soldier Settlement schemes 
bring many migrants to the district and expand the 
land developed as rural smallholdings.

Beenup renamed Byford after extensive community 
lobbying.
Kelmscott Primary School library established, open to 
the public through subscription.

Twenty-eight trees (a memorial to the number of local 
lives lost) planted in Fallen Soldiers Memorial Park.
Kelmscott war memorial unveiled and Kelmscott 
Community Hall opened.

Roleystone Community Hall built.
Tennis courts open in Soldiers Memorial Park 
(Armadale).

Pipe head dam built across Canning River.
Some electricity becomes available in the district.

Pipe head dam built across Wungong Brook.
Scheme water delivered to Kelmscott from 
Churchmans Brook.
Reliable telephone service set up in district.
Armadale Golf Club opens at "Hayfields".
First Roleystone Show, followed by Byford the next 
year.

3
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1926

1928

1929

1930s

1930

1933

1934

1935

1936

Establishment of the Church of Christ, Armadale. 
Building later used by Freemasons in 1934.

Churchman’s Brook dam completed after five years 
construction (officially opened when incomplete in 
1925).
Weekend resort opens at Roleystone to cater for 
tourists visiting Churchman’s Brook Dam.
Centenary Tearooms opens (Armadale, later renamed 
Muckross Tearooms).
Derry-na-Sura vineyard produced 800,000 gallons of 
wine, the peak of its production.

Purpose-built Armadale hospital opens, operating 
as a Roads Board sponsored private hospital to the 
1940s.

Depression causes several years of high 
unemployment (to approximately 1933).
Many Noongar families coerced onto Moore River 
Native Settlement, although some manage to remain 
camping locally.
Yugoslav population develops at Roleystone.

Armadale Unemployment Committee forms to 
provide for growing numbers of unemployed men in 
the district as the Depression takes hold.
Araluen Park officially opened by Young Australia 
League (YAL).
Both local brickworks cease operation, with Armadale 
Brickworks not reopening.

Roleystone Choral and Dramatic Society starts.
Work commences on construction of the Canning 
Dam, including much sustenance labour.

State Brickworks at Byford reopens, as worst of 
Depression has passed.

Armadale Returned Services League meeting hall 
opens.

Armadale District Hall replaces old Mechanics 
Institute.

3
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3
1937

1938-
1939

1940

1942

1946

1947-
1950s

1948

1949

1950

1951

1952

Girl Guides commences.
Lady McNess scenic drive opens.
Vaccination program nearly eliminates diphtheria in 
the district.

Xavier Catholic School opens (Armadale).
Narrogin Inn rebuilt on site of 1850s hotel.
District embraces the war effort; women enter wider 
range of paid employment; Aboriginal children from 
Sister Kate’s home relocated to Darjeeling and attend 
Roleystone school.

Official opening of Canning Dam.
Derry-na-sura sold for the purposes of subdivision.
Kelmscott Infant Health Centre opens.

Munitions depot established at Byford.

Armadale Hospital purchased as a public facility.
Taxi service commences (Armadale).

Commonwealth migration program brings many 
European migrants to the district.
State Housing Commission (SHC) begins constructing 
workers’ homes in the district.
Electricity connected to most of the district.

Armadale Infant Health Clinic opens.
Kalamunda-Karragullen railway closes.
Roleystone connected to the electrical grid.

Migrant camp of Nissen Huts opens, for workers 
employed by the Water Supply Board, to construct 
the Kangaroo Gully Dam and the Canning Contour 
Channel.
Open-air cinema established at Roleystone.
Work begins to upgrade Armadale Recreation 
Reserve.

Dutch Free Reformed Church begins worship services 
in the district (although no church building until 1967).

Second State Brickworks opens (Armadale).
New police station and quarters built at Armadale.
Work commences on grandstand at Armadale 
Recreation Reserve (partially completed by 1954).
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1953

1954

1955

1956

1957

1958

1959

1960

Electricity connected at Forrestdale.
Extra classrooms at Armadale Primary School expand 
it to a junior high school while a purpose-built facility 
is built on a new site.
Infant Health Centre and Kindergarten opened in 
Armadale 1953-54.

Lotteries funds five children’s playgrounds, the first in 
the district.

Release of the Stevenson-Hepburn Report, a Strategic 
Planning document informing the establishment of 
the Metropolitan Region Scheme.
Electricity connected at Bedfordale.

Armadale High School opens (buildings completed 
1957).

Catholic primary school opens at Karragullen.

Maternity wing opens, extending Armadale Hospital.
John Calvin School opened by Free Reformed 
Church (Armadale).
Drive-in opens at Roleystone (Colin Hatfield).
Kelmscott Public Swimming Pool opens.
Lake Jandakot (Forrestdale Lake) sailing club formed.

Roads Board purchases Minnawarra for future civic 
and community use (homestead demolished 1961).
Armadale municipal library opens.

Armadale war memorial obelisk relocated to Soldiers 
Memorial Park.
Kindergarten opens (Armadale).
Second police officer stationed at Armadale in 
response to growing population.
Dale Cottages opens.
Drainage Supervisor appointed to address rising 
water table.
Armadale Recreation Reserve renamed Gwynne 
Park.
Kelmscott community youth club opens.

Kelmscott library opens.
(c.1960) Tredale housing area subdivision.

3
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1961

1963

1964

1966

1967

1968

1969

Following the 1960 Local Government Act, Roads 
Board officially designated the Shire of Armadale 
Kelmscott.
State Brickworks sold into private ownership (Byford 
plant subsequently closes, 1964).
Armadale Voluntary Fire Brigade established, 
centralising volunteer bushfire brigades.
St John’s Ambulance Centre opens (Armadale).

St Mary-of-the-Valley Church demolished (Kelmscott) 
and replacement church building constructed in its 
place.
YMCA opens Armadale branch.
Shalom New Age community established at 
Bedfordale by Universal Brotherhood (remains until 
1975).

Opening of new Armadale-Kelmscott Memorial 
Hospital; old hospital used as maternity wing until 
1971.

Armadale-Jandakot rail line closes.
Shire population recorded as 7,840.
Tom the Cheap opens district’s first large self-service 
supermarket (Armadale).
Armadale Drive-In cinema opens.
Former Derry Na Sura rezoned for subdivision as 
residential estate Mount Nasura.

New Armadale Kelmscott Council Chambers and 
Administrative Offices open in Jull Street.
Residential subdivision of land near (future) Challis 
railway station.
Fifty residential lots released at Forrestdale.

Free Reformed Church building opens (Armadale).
SHC builds some of its first multi-storey flats (in WA) 
at Armadale.
Frye Park developed.

First houses completed at Westfield subdivision; 
many British migrants settle in the new suburb.
Kelmscott Village Shopping Centre opens.
Armadale Youth Council forms.

3
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1970s

1970

1972

1972-
1973

1973

1974

1976

SHC develops housing estate along Neerigen Brook 
in southern Armadale; government housing also 
constructed at Kelmscott.
Many new primary schools opened, mostly 
government but also Good Shepherd Catholic.

Perth Corridor Plan identifies Armadale as one of five 
metropolitan regional centres.
Markwell Traders begin local newspaper Armadale 
News, later Comment News.

Red Rooster opens (Kelmscott) – first WA-owned fast 
food store in the state.
Armadale Square shopping centre opens.
New Armadale Library opens in Orchard Avenue.
Licences for non-active quarries revoked and no new 
Licences granted.

SHC constructs over 200 houses in Westfield.

First Town Planning Scheme adopted.
Roleystone shopping centre opens.
Kelmscott Senior High School opens.
Road realignment improves dangerous highway 
intersection near Narrogin Inn.
Recreation reserves established at Westfield and 
Morgan Park.
Armadale Drive-In cinema renamed Daleline Drive-
In.

Nursing home opens at Dale Cottages.
Creyk Park and John Dunn Oval completed.
Roleystone Choral and Dramatic Society becomes 
Roleystone Theatre.

History House Municipal Museum officially opens.
Shire population recorded as 25,823, having more 
than trebled in ten years.
Kelmscott Village Shopping Centre burns down, and 
is replaced within six months with a like complex.
Roleystone Hall redeveloped as Roleystone Theatre.
Armadale-Byford-Mundijong railway closes.
St Francis Xavier Catholic Church opens new church 
building.
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1977

1978

1979

1980

1980s

1983

1984

1985

1987

Latter
1980s

1988

Byford Ward becomes part of the Shire of Serpentine 
Jarrahdale.
Opening of the Elizabethan (Shakespearean) Village.
Forrestdale Golf Course opens.

Opening of Badminton Centre Armadale.

Wungong Dam opens.
Opening of Armadale Recreation Centre (later the 
Arena).
Town of Armadale proclaimed (Kelmscott dropped 
from name).

Opening of Pioneer World (later renamed Pioneer 
Village).
Cecil Andrews High School opens (West Armadale)
Armadale Aquatic Centre opens.

Several independent Christian schools established, 
including four that eventually catered for K-12.

Roleystone District High School opens.

New Armadale Shopping Complex opens (later 
renamed Armadale Shopping City).
Daleline Drive-In cinema closes.

City of Armadale proclaimed; adopts slogan, ‘City 
Living, Country Style’.
New Armadale Council Chambers and Administrative 
Offices open in Minnawarra Park.
Young Australia League sells ‘Araluen’.
McDonalds opens (Armadale).

Work begins to create Minnawarra Park.
Old Armadale School and Armadale Congregational 
Church relocated to Minnawarra Park, opened 1988. 
Significant flooding at Westfield leads to improved 
drainage works.

Brookdale and Seville Grove subdivided by SHC.

Historic Precinct opened in Minnawarra Park.
Bungendore Park (Bedfordale) declared (bush 
reserve).
Liquid waste treatment plant opens at Brookdale.
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1989

1990

1991

1992

1993

1994
1996

1998

1999

2000s

2001

Examiner begins as an independent community 
newspaper.

Land at ‘Araluen’ purchased by State Government for 
a public park.
Opening of Westfield Library (later Seville Grove).
Forrestdale Lake recognised as Ramsar wetland of 
international significance.

Electrification of Perth to Armadale railway.

Flooding in Roleystone.
Jull Street Mall opens.
Minnawarra Park Stage Two commences (Sanctuary 
Lake, area north of Armadale Road).

Tourist information centre opens in relocated former 
Armadale railway signal box.

First lots go on sale at Araluen Country Club Golf 
Estate.
Dieback action group forms at Roleystone.
Aboriginal Mural Project commences.
Darling Range Regional Park gazetted.
Araluen Botanic Park entered on State Heritage 
Register.

Heritage FM community radio station begins 
broadcasting.

Rezoning of rural buffers allows expanded residential 
subdivision.

City appoints its first Environmental Officer.
Pilbara mining boom raises house prices rapidly.

Renewal projects in SHC estates see several 
areas upgraded and much SHC housing stock 
sold into private ownership; New SHC subdivisions 
implemented through joint ventures with private 
developers, with no more than 1 in 9 SHC rental 
properties.

State Government establishes Armadale 
Redevelopment Authority.
Rocksgate Winery established at Bedfordale.
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2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

Waterways restoration project launched.

Harvey Norman store opens (Armadale).
Brookdale liquid waste treatment plant closed after 
many years community protest.
Aboriginal mural replaced with new installation, with 
input from local Aboriginal families.
Volunteer Resources Centre established.
Kelmscott Pool closed (subsequently redeveloped as 
a park, interpreting former pool).
Several places entered into the State Heritage 
Register: Armadale District Hall, Ye Olde Narrogin 
Inne, Cole's Shaft (fmr), William Buckingham’s 
Homestead, the Jarrah Tree off the former Armadale 
Primary School yard.

Major redevelopment of Armadale Railway Station 
completed.
Forrestdale Business Park subdivided.
Canning Contour Channel entered into the State 
Heritage Register.

Grand Cinema complex opens (Armadale).
Tonkin Highway extension to Thomas Road opens, 
relocating heavy freight transport away from Armadale 
and Kelmscott town centres.

Residential subdivision of Piara Waters and Harrisdale 
commences.
Wungong Urban Water Master Plan project unveiled 
to accommodate up to 40,000 people south-west 
of Armadale town site (implementation progresses 
slowly).
Armadale Brickworks Quarry (fmr) , Armadale State 
Brickworks Dustroom & Machinery Shed and St 
Matthew’s Anglican Church Group all entered into 
State Heritage Register.

Suburbs of Harrisdale, Piara Waters, Haynes and 
Hilbert gazetted.
Champion Lakes Regatta Centre opens, including 
Aboriginal interpretative centre.
Champion Centre opens (Seville Grove) as Aboriginal 
service hub.
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2008

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

First stage of Armadale Central Shopping Centre 
opens.
Westfield renamed Camillo.
Major redevelopment of Kelmscott Railway Station 
completed.
Wirra Willa Gardens entered into State Heritage 
Register.

Armadale library relocates to new premises within 
Armadale Central Shopping Centre.
Frye Park facilities replaced.

Devastating bushfire destroys over 70 homes at 
Roleystone and Kelmscott.

Armadale Redevelopment Authority becomes part of 
Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority.
Youth Activity Area added at Minnawarra Park 
(Orchard Avenue).

Restored Baker’s House opens as community venue.

New Council facilities open at Orchard House.
Darjeeling (Roleystone) entered into State Heritage 
Register.

Spring Into Armadale festival inaugurated
Piara Waters Pavilion opens
By Election following death of Federal MP Don 
Randall draws national attention. 

New Kelmscott library opens.
Armadale Arts Festival inaugurated.
Harrisdale Shopping Centre opens.
City of Armadale population recorded as 79,602.

Denny Avenue Kelmscott voted WA’s most dangerous 
road.
Armadale Writers Festival commences.
Harrisdale Pavilion opens.
Armadale Aquatic Centre closes for 18-month 
demolition and rebuild.
Harrisdale Senior High School opens.
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2018 Seville Grove library closes for major renovations (for 

completion 2019).
Minnawarra Lake dredged.
Roleystone Theatre closed due to safety concerns 
(renovation and reopening planned).
Work begins to expand 6km section of Armadale 
Road to dual carriageway.
Armadale District Hall conserved and extended.
Tenders called for Byford Rail Extension planning and 
engineering.
Plans announced to remove Denny Avenue level 
crossing and replace with a road underpass at Davis 
Road.
Site announced for new combined Courthouse and 
Police Complex- Justice Precinct, for completion by 
2021.
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Aboriginal History of the Armadale Area 
(Pre-Contact)

The original inhabitants of what is now the City of 
Armadale were Whadjuk Noongar people. As with all 
Aboriginal people, they lived within a system of law 
and culture embodying spirituality, kinship, mutual 
obligation, sharing and reciprocity, intrinsically linked 
with land.11

At the time of colonisation, the southwest corner 
of Western Australia was Noongar territory. The 
inhabitants shared a distinct socio-cultural identity. 
They structured social relations according to matrilineal 
moieties and did not practice circumcision. Linguistic 
variation occurred and was a marker of different sub-
groups within a larger (Noongar) collective grouping, 
although colonists took dialectical division to signify 
separate ‘tribal’ (that is, political) groupings. Noongar 
occupants of the future Perth Metropolitan Area, 
including Armadale, were Whadjuk people.

The Aboriginal population of the Southwest of the 
State has been estimated at up to 10,000 people at 
the time of European colonisation. The various broad 
linguistic-territorial groups that occupied this country 
(numbered at 14 by anthropologist Norman Tindale, 
grouped into six by the South West Aboriginal Land 
& Sea Council) subdivided into smaller family-based 
units. Noongar people moved through the land in 
response to six seasons. Each Noongar group had 
their kaleep (favoured camping locality), which was 
held as particularly significant. 

11 Material in this section is derived largely from South West Ab-
original Land & Sea Council, Kaartdijin Noongar (website) https://www.noon-
garculture.org.au/ accessed 9 May 2018; Carter, Jennie & Carter, Bevan, 
Settlement to City: A History of the Armadale district and its people, City 
of Armadale, Armadale WA, 2011; Palassis Architects, City of Armadale: 
Municipal Heritage Inventory, City of Armadale, Armadale, 2008 (updated 
2015).

The 2008 MHI based this section on: Neville Green, Broken Spears: Aborigi-
nes and Europeans in the southwest of Australia, Focus Education Services, 
Perth, 1984; Neville Green, (editor), Noongar- The People: Aboriginal cus-
toms in the southwest of Australia, Perth, 1979; Rory O’Connor, et al, Report 
on an Investigation into Aboriginal Significance of Wetlands and Rivers in the 
Perth-Bunbury Region, Western Australian Water Resources Council, 1989; 
and Perth Gazette, 20 April 1833

Beyond this was a more extensive area over which 
they hunted and foraged. Noongar communities 
protected and managed their moort boodja (family 
run). Periodic burning was practiced, to ensure 
crops of sweeter grasses in the following season. 
When food was less abundant, groups travelled 
in smaller family units for greater mobility, coming 
together when special harvest foods were plentiful. 
At such times, distant Noongar groups might also 
be invited to share the bounty.

Some knowledge of groups occupying the Armadale 
area at the time of colonisation is derived from 
the investigations of early European colonists, as 
Aboriginal people did not compile written records. 
In 1832, colonist Robert Lyon enlisted Yagan, then 
a prisoner on Carnac Island, to compile a list of 
Aboriginal groups in contact with the Swan River 
Colony. This information was published in the 
Perth Gazette in 1833. Five years later, Francis 
Armstrong, who spoke five Noongar dialects and 
went on to hold government positions advising on 
Aboriginal affairs, recorded the names of groups in 
the Southwest of Western Australia. According to 
these sources, Beeloo or Djeeral, the country of 
the Aboriginal leader Munday, was bounded on the 
north by Mandoon (Helena River), on the east by 
the Darling Range, by Derbal Yiragan (Swan River) 
to the west, and on the south by Dyarlgarro Beeliar 
(Canning River). South of this area was Beeliar or 
Booyal, Midgegooroo’s territory. To the east was 
Mulgang, under custodianship of Boorgoon.

The Canning River was used by traditional owners 
as a regular route to access the Darling Ranges 
from the plain. The area around what is now 
Kelmscott was known as Goolamrup, related to 
the word goolam, meaning ‘young man’.12 Rivers, 
streams and wetlands within the City of Armadale 
provided a rich food source and abundant fresh 
water for local Noongar people. 

12 Hughes-Hallett, Debra, Indigenous history of the Swan and 
Canning rivers, prepared for the Swan River Trust, 2010, pp. 83, 89 
https://parks.dpaw.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/downloads/parks/Indige-
nous%20history%20of%20the%20Swan%20and%20Canning%20rivers.
pdf
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The wetlands were a haven for many species of 
waterbird and the surrounding woodlands abounded 
with bushbirds. The lakes were rich in invertebrate 
fauna, amphibians, and the woodlands supported 
a great diversity of insect and reptile species. Also 
common in the lakes and wetlands was the long-
necked tortoise, and bandicoots, kangaroos and 
possums were found in the fringing woodlands.

The rivers, streams and wetlands within the City of 
Armadale had particular ethnographic significance 
for Aboriginal people, as sources of abundant food 
throughout the year, places of ceremony and trade, 
and sites of spiritual value.

Sixty Aboriginal sites in the City of Armadale have 
been listed on the State Register of Aboriginal Sites. 
The predominant type of registered place in the 
City is an artefact site, of which there are 45. Other 
types of site are mythological (9), water sources (4), 
camps (4), hunting places (2), ceremonial sites (1), 
massacre site (1), ochre (1), named place (1) and 
modified tree (1).13 The massacre site is near Soldiers 
Road in Roleystone. Although very little information 
is available, it is remembered within Noongar stories 
as the site of a conflict between Noongar occupants 
and European colonists, in which several Aboriginal 
people were killed.14 

13 Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage, Aboriginal Heri-
tage Inquiry System, https://maps.daa.wa.gov.au/AHIS/ accessed 15 May 
2018. Note: several sites are of more than one ‘type’ the numbers do not add 
up to 60.
14 O’Connor, R, Bodney, C, & Little, L, Preliminary Report on the 
Survey of Aboriginal Areas of Significance in the Perth Metropolitan and 
Murray River Regions, (typescript), July 1985, p.92; Zappelli, Sharon, 
Heritage Support Officer, Department of Planning, Lands & Heritage, email 
to Clare Menck re enquiry about Aboriginal site 3696, 11 June 2016
Note: A major review of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972, aimed at delivering 
modern legislation that operates in a way that meets the needs of all stake-
holders, was initiated in 2018 for completion of legislation by 2021.
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Early Colonial Period: 1829-1850

Organised expeditions by colonists along the 
Canning River were first undertaken in 1829, in an 
effort to locate good land adjacent to a river, these 
being the main transport routes at the time.15 It was 
hoped tracing the river to its source would identify 
a route across the Darling Range, but this did not 
eventuate.16

Thomas Peel was granted 250,000 acres in 1829, 
including the future City of Armadale, but as he did 
not arrive in time his land was re-granted to other 
colonists. John & Susanna Adams, William Wood, 
Lieutenant Henry Bull and Christopher Wright, 
arriving January 1830, were the first to take up land in 
the district. All four had left by 1833.17

Kelmscott was proclaimed a town on 6 July 1830 
(named after the Oxfordshire birthplace of Archdeacon 
T. H. Scott), and land was taken up in the area. An 
early land grant was to (retired) Captain T.T. Ellis, who 
became the first government resident in the area. 
John Atkinson subsequently surveyed a townsite.18

Although early colonists reported generosity and 
assistance from Aboriginal people, the good will 
soon dissolved as colonists established themselves 
as permanent residents, dispossessing traditional 
owners from the best land, and eventually from all the 
land. By the end of 1830, colonists in the Kelmscott 
district reported Noongar attacks on their properties, 
livestock or persons. In 1831, Captain Ellis shot dead 
local Noongar leader Dencil, after he was himself 
speared.19

15 Sauman, Irene & Kelsall, Alan, Register documentation for 
P0092 Ye Olde Narrogin Inne, for Heritage Council of WA, 2004
16 Gollan, Alec, ‘Earliest explorers of Western Australia’, Dai-
ly News, 20 April 1935, p.20, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/arti-
cle/85724701
17 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.8-9
18 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
19 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.13-14, 18-19

A detachment of four soldiers from the 63rd 
Regiment was posted to Kelmscott in November 
1830 to protect colonists. 
Barracks, completed early in 1831 in Clifton Street, 
were the first building erected in the town.20 The 
63rd Regiment had sailed from England in 1829 
under the command of James Stirling.21

Few colonists settled successfully in Kelmscott, 
although a small, steady stream attempted to. 
The Canning River proved not to be a navigable 
waterway for most of the year, and sandy soils made 
it difficult to bring carts into the district, leaving the 
settlement extremely isolated.22 However, European 
colonisation of the Swan Coastal Plain more broadly 
irreversibly changed Noongar life. Aboriginal firing 
of the bush and the raiding of farmer’s food stocks 
roused strong colonist opposition. Resistance and 
frontier violence ensued across Noongar lands from 
1829, but the colonists triumphed. Noongar groups 
were disadvantaged in the face of European political 
organisation and weaponry.23 The Canning River 
was an area where conflict between Noongars and 
colonists was particularly heated.24

The soldiers of the 63rd Regiment were relieved 
by eight men of the 21st Regiment in October 
1833. Local colonists unsuccessfully attempted 
to establish a Yeomanry Cavalry in late 1831 and 
May 1833. In spite of the presence of soldiers, 
Aboriginal raids continued.25 In June 1832, Yagan 
fatally speared William Gaze at Kelmscott, for which 
he was captured, but escaped. Later in the year, a 
soldier’s wife at Kelmscott was speared, although 
she survived, and any remnant consideration 
towards Noongar people evaporated among 
colonists. 

20 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.2-4, 18-19
Note: Although long believed to be on Lot 26 (no.111) Clifton Street, ar-
chaeological investigation in 2009 suggests the barracks may have been 
on Lot 25 (no.107). Burke, Shane, Kelmscott Town Lot 26: Clifton Street 
Kelmscott, prepared for the Kelmscott Historical Society, March 2009
21 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
22 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.13-14, 24
23 See source note re Aboriginal History in previous section.
24 Hughes-Hallett, Indigenous history of the Swan and Canning 
rivers, 2010, p.80
25 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
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By this stage Noongar people were so cut off from 
their food sources that they were starving. They 
resisted colonisation of their land, and conflict with 
colonists escalated. Captain Ellis died in 1834 as a 
result of injuries sustained while leading a contingent 
of colonists in the Pinjarra Massacre.26 In July 1837, 
the Maddington farm of J.R. Philips was raided and 
most of his sheep stolen. In December of the same 
year, two young shepherds (9 and 11 years of age) 
were attacked and speared minding Phillips’ flock.27 
The barracks was destroyed by fire in 1838, blamed 
on Noongars.28 In mid-1839, 12-year old John 
Burtenshaw was attacked and killed, while minding 
Phillips’ sheep.29

In 1836, Alfred Hillman surveyed a track from Perth 
to Albany, and five years later a mail service began 
along the route. The track divided south of Kelmscott, 
one branch leading to Pinjarra and Bunbury and the 
other to Albany. The Kelmscott Barracks was a first 
stop for mail-riders, allowing a change of horse.30 
However, the preferred mail route through the 1840s 
was inland, through Williams, York and Guildford, or 
from Kojonup west to Bunbury and then to Perth.31

By this time, soldiers were the only residents 
of Kelmscott township and there were very few 
colonists on farms in the district. Large land grants 
had absentee owners, remaining out of colonial use 
until the latter 19th century. From 1841, Robert and 
Ann Stewart established a small farm at Kelmscott, 
followed by brothers George and John Armstrong at 
Wungong in 1844, who sold their property to the Hall 
family in 1847. From 1848, the Mead family resided 
at Cardup Brook running cattle and also breeding 
horses to export to the British army in India. Joseph 
Batt and his family established Paradise Farm from 
1850, building a water mill within the year to grind 
local farmers’ wheat. The barracks were vacated by 
1844. 

26 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.20-24
27 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
28 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, p.25
29 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
30 Sauman & Kelsall, Register documentation for P0092 Ye Olde 
Narrogin Inne, 2004
31 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, p.47

Lack of labour in the colony, especially in more 
isolated locations such as Kelmscott, eventually left 
the Stewarts to abandon their property and leave 
the colony in the mid-1850s.32 

Kelmscott’s early land-use was circumscribed 
by Government regulation. These rules covered 
tree-felling, land clearing, fencing and housing. 
During this period, settlement was gradual, with 
stock fencing given priority over housing. This led 
to residences being constructed as rough and 
temporary buildings, using a variety of materials 
that were sourced locally. Construction methods 
included adobe, wattle and daub, or pug. Little of 
the early housing in the Kelmscott/Armadale District 
has survived.33

At first, colonists in the district had limited contact 
with the rest of the Swan River Colony, due to the 
difficulty of travel on the poor connecting roads. 
With transport of goods and people by river or 
on horseback, along rough bush tracks, colonists 
needed to be as self-reliant as possible. To this end, 
a wide variety of crops were cultivated and animals 
reared in the Kelmscott district, which proved to 
be agriculturally productive. Stock included beef 
and dairy cattle, horses, goats, pigs and poultry. 
Cereals sown included wheat, oats and barley, 
while a variety of vegetables, including potatoes for 
export, were cultivated. Also planted were orchards 
of fruit trees and grapes for the table and for wine.34

Women were heavily involved in an economic role 
in addition to domestic tasks, and were crucial to the 
district’s development. They participated in farming 
and other agricultural activities while continuing 
to raise children with little outside medical or 
educational support.35

32 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.24-27, 30-33, 41
33 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
34 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
35 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)

44



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

3
Copper and lead ores were discovered in 1846 on the 
surface of land to the south of Kelmscott. In December 
1846, the colony’s first mining company (Western 
Australian Mining Company) began extracting lead 
and copper deposits at Cole’s Shaft, the first attempt 
at mining in the colony. The shaft was sunk to about 
15m in depth, but deposits proved economically 
unviable to mine.36 Excavations slowed from 1848 
and ceased completely in 1850.37

Colonisation devastated Noongar communities 
through the loss of traditional food sources, 
dispossession from land, sexual abuse by colonists 
and the dreadful effect of diseases to which they had 
no natural immunity. In 1841, influenza killed large 
numbers of Noongar children and the elderly. In 1848, 
a whooping cough epidemic had a further deadly 
effect on the Aboriginal population. A new influenza 
epidemic in 1851 also caused a large loss of life in 
Noongar communities. Major epidemics of measles 
and influenza caused further death and disability in 
the 1880s.38

Aboriginal people were drawn into the colonial 
economy across the Swan Coastal Plain, changing 
the balance of their traditional lives. As early as 1833, 
Aboriginal labour was employed in the coastal fishing 
industry. Towards the end of the second decade of 
colonisation, Noongar workers were also employed 
in a variety of other occupations, including whaling, 
boats’ crew, domestic servants, farm labourers, 
guides to surveyors and explorers, constables and 
trackers, and mail couriers. By 1848, 540 Aboriginal 
people were estimated to be employed by the 
colonists. They received low pay and poor conditions, 
and many lost their jobs when convicts flooded the 
labour market in the 1850s.39

36 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
37 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.36-38
38 See source note re Aboriginal History in previous section.
39 See source note re Aboriginal History in previous section.

Kelmscott, along with the rest of the colony, 
struggled through the economic depression of the 
1840s. Labour was in short supply, and expensive. 
From 1850, convicts were imported, accompanied 
by Imperial funding, allowing economic recovery 
and advancement.40 

40 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
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Late Colonial Period: 1850s-1880s

From 1850 to 1868, convicts were transported to 
the colony. Accompanied by British funding, they 
undertook extensive public works, while also providing 
colonists with a cheap and tractable labour force.41 
Only three colonist families lived in Kelmscott district by 
the early 1850s: Batts, Halls and Stewarts. Additional 
residents moved into the district through the decade 
and land began to change hands at a profit, although 
by the 1860s properties again became hard to sell. As 
all convicts were male, the British government also 
sponsored some single women and family groups, in 
an attempt to address the gender imbalance. Several 
of these assisted migrants settled in the Kelmscott 
district, including the Buckingham, Marsh, Liddelow 
and Cockram families. The district’s population was 
also boosted by former convicts, both ticket-of-leave 
workers and expiree landowners, including James 
Allen, James Stevens and Charles Fancote, all of 
whom became long-term local residents.42

Work began in 1851 constructing the Perth to Albany 
road, using convict labour. Bridges replaced fords and 
the road was fenced. The road amended the route of 
the 1836 track. Clearing and construction was carried 
out under the supervision of Henry Vincent.43 Vincent 
had a reputation for brutality. In addition to convicts, 
Aboriginal prisoners were included in the work gangs. 
A decent road to Albany was vital, as Albany was 
the colony’s mail port. As part of the road works, a 
bridge was constructed over the Canning River near 
Kelmscott.44

Henry Vincent purchased a portion of Canning 
Location 31 in 1854 that he subsequently leased, and 
eventually sold, to Thomas Saw. Saw built a three-
room brick residence on the property in 1856.45 

41 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
42 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp. 40-42, 45-46, 49, 
60-65, 67
43 Sauman & Kelsall, Register documentation for P0092 Ye Olde 
Narrogin Inne, 2004
44 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.46, 49-50
45 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.53-54 
Note: Carter & Carter list Saw as purchasing the property in 1862 (citing 
Acc 1800 Book 5 Memorial 489); Sauman & Kelsall list the transfer as 1866, 
citing Deeds of Memorial Book 6 No.2070 and 2071)

The house was situated at the junction of the Perth-
Albany Road (South Western Highway), south of 
Kelmscott. Saw provided a rest and refreshment 
stop for travellers and their horses. The site had 
earlier been used by Thomas Middleton for similar 
purpose (possibly from 1853), in a less permanent 
dwelling.46 However, the first staging post on the 
Perth-Albany Road was originally the '36-mile 
station’, some distance beyond Middleton or Saw’s 
premises.47

In 1856, Thomas Saw applied for a wayside inn 
licence, with his brother-in-law, Henry Wrighton 
Gibbs. Saw and Gibbs farmed near Wungong 
Brook, from 1856 to 1866, but it appears Saw 
managed the hotel and Gibbs the farm.48 Narrogin 
Inn derived its name from the Narrogin (Neerigen) 
Brook nearby. Saw also asked the government for 
a reduction in the licence fee, as passing traffic 
was minimal. Narrogin Inn became the first staging 
post from Perth for the mail cart. Fresh horses were 
provided from Paradise Farm, two miles further 
along the Albany Road. Thomas Saw’s 1,950 
acres (790ha) of the southeast portion of Canning 
Location 31 included the area later to become the 
town site of Armadale.49

Traffic gradually increased along the Albany Road 
and small roadside stalls selling local produce 
were established around Narrogin Inn and along 
the road through Kelmscott. The improvement of 
roads between Kelmscott and other parts of the 
colony also encouraged further settlement in the 
district and the greater development of commercial 
agriculture.50 

In 1860, the district’s first police station opened 
at Kelmscott, although a police officer had been 
stationed locally for some years, possibly since 
1855.51

46 Sauman & Kelsall, Register documentation for P0092 Ye 
Olde Narrogin Inne, 2004
47 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, p.51
48 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.53-54
49 Sauman & Kelsall, Register documentation for P0092 Ye 
Olde Narrogin Inne, 2004
50 Sauman & Kelsall, Register documentation for P0092 Ye 
Olde Narrogin Inne, 2004
51 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015); City of 
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New arrivals included members of the Buckingham 
family (brothers Thomas and John Buckingham, their 
married sister Elizabeth, their spouses and children, 
who arrived in Western Australia in 1850) who, after 
settling in the Wanneroo district in 1855, moved to 
Roleystone in 1858; Henry Martin and family, who 
bought the site of the Kelmscott Barracks in 1859; 
Patrick Cronin, who arrived in the colony in 1855 and 
initially worked as a policeman at Pinjarra, had also 
settled in the Kelmscott district with his family by the 
early 1860s; and the Marsh family, who developed 
Paradise Farm (established by Joseph Batt from 
1850). These families took advantage of the better 
roads, though they were still only dirt tracks. As 
markets in Perth and elsewhere became more readily 
accessible, they prospered. Not all endeavours 
were equally promising, however, for dairy farmers 
continued to have difficulties getting their cream, milk 
and cheese to the markets without spoiling, and fruit 
was difficult to transport on rough tracks.52

A slate quarry, clay pits and brick-making endeavour 
was established at Cardup from 1856 by George 
Lazenby.53

Noongar residents remained in the district, although 
there is little discussed in records of the time. 
Frequently reduced to begging, they were unpopular 
with colonists. By this time, some colonists had 
Noongar children, although Henry Martin was 
unusual in acknowledging his Aboriginal daughter, 
born 1864.54

Local farms struggled. Cattle and horses died from 
poisoning, both from toxic water and from some 
native plants, and wild dogs took other stock. To 
supplement their farm income, local families turned 
to timber felling, milling and carting. This was the 
beginning of a thriving timber industry in the district, 
which continued into the twentieth century.55 

Armadale, ‘Timeline Since Settlement’, at City of Armadale website https://
www.armadale.wa.gov.au/timeline-settlement accessed 25 May 2018
52 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
53 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, p.40
54 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, p.55, 57-58
55 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)

Buckinghams’ saw mill at Roleystone in 1866 is 
believed to have been the first in the district,56 and 
the family established several saw pits in the area 
over the next decades. 
Local residents also carted sandalwood 
to the coast from across the Darling 
Range, for export to Singapore and China.  
By the 1880s, timber had become a significant 
industry for the district, attracting labourers into the 
local population.57

The Buckinghams were a key player in the local 
timber industry, also supplying finished wood 
products, such as wagons, carts and coffins.58 After 
Thomas Buckingham (snr) died, his ‘Roleystone’ 
property was auctioned in 1883 in five portions, 
covering the future suburb of Roleystone.59

As well as upstanding residents, the district had 
a fair share of law-breakers. Through the 1860s, 
several locals were convicted of cattle stealing 
or violence. Western Australia’s most famous 
bushranger, Moondyne Joe (Joseph Bolitho Johns), 
lived at Kelmscott in the mid-1860s before being 
convicted of killing a neighbour’s steer. In 1874, 
the cook at Narrogin Inn murdered the proprietor, 
William Foster, and was subsequently hung for the 
crime.60

Roads Boards and Municipal Councils were 
established across the colony from 1871. The 
future City of Armadale was originally largely 
within Murray Roads Board, with a smaller section 
in the Canning Roads Board. Canning focussed 
most of its funding over subsequent decades on 
upgrading the Perth-Albany Road. Murray largely 
ignored its north-eastern constituents, focussing on 
infrastructure further south. The Kelmscott district 
languished, with much land still in the hands of 
absentee owners.61

56 City of Armadale, ‘Timeline Since Settlement’, 2018
57 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
58 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
59 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, p.92
60 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.56-60, 75-77
61 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.72-73
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The first public building in the district was St Mary’s 
Anglican Church, opened in 1871. It was a community 
focal point, used for a variety of functions until the hall 
opened twenty years later. From 1882, it became the 
district’s first school, with 18 pupils enrolled from four 
families.62

On 22 May 1872, a description of the Narrogin 
(Armadale) district and Narrogin Inn appeared in the 
Inquirer and Commercial News:63

Our party arrived at Narrogin on Friday evening. 
Narrogin ... is not particularly a lively spot. Within 
an area of a dozen miles, you would not find as 
many homesteads, and travellers whose viatorial 
experiences lead them that way are few and far 
between. In fact, at the present moment, it is 
decidedly the day of small things with Narrogin, 
but it can boast of a capital Hostelrie, which in 
accommodation and real comfort is far in advance 
of most of our country roadside Inns. The house 
itself is good and commodious and the view of the 
surrounding country, commanded from the summit 
of the adjacent hills, is exceedingly lovely.

By the 1870s, the Perth-Albany mail run included 
a rest stop at Narrogin Inn. In 1878, the Police 
Department was given control of the mail service 
between Perth and Albany with the Police Station at 
Kelmscott one of the bases for the operation. This 
new service had eight stopping places on a journey 
of 58 hours. In 1881, a coach service between Perth 
and the Vasse was introduced, and this service also 
included a lunch stop at Narrogin Inn.64

Although local farmers had grown vines for some 
time, the first commercial vineyard and winery was 
established at Kelmscott from 1887 by Samuel & 
Ellen Salter.65 Vineyards were to be important to the 
district for half a century, until the 1930s Depression 
crippled the local industry.

62 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.74, 82
63 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
64 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
65 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, p.79

The district by the 1880s obtained a more settled 
character, with the second generation of colonist 
families taking up land alongside new arrivals. 
Large families were common. 

Between 1870 and 1889, 54 births were registered 
in the district, which as some local families had up 
to eleven children reflects a still modest population 
overall.66

66 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.77-78
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Diversification and Growth: 1890s-1914

Timber exports rose through the 1880s, new markets 
in England supplementing ongoing trade with South 
Australia and India. The gold boom of the 1890s, 
following discovery of the Eastern Goldfields, caused 
the whole Western Australian economy to grow. 
Expanding construction of mining infrastructure, 
railways, jetties and houses increased demand for 
timber.67

Private timber railways began from Jarrahdale and 
Bickley from 1872. The first rail within the future City 
of Armadale was Canning Jarrah Timber Company’s 
rail lines near Canning Mills, from 1891. Public 
rail took longer to eventuate. Soon after Western 
Australia was granted self-government in 1890, with 
corresponding increased control over government 
spending, a railway to Bunbury through the Canning 
District was approved, opening in 1893. Kelmscott 
had a station from the outset, but Armadale was a 
listed stopping place with no station for several years. 
‘Armadale’ was used rather than ‘Narrogin’, as the 
latter already applied to a town on the Great Southern 
Railway (Armadale is a town in Scotland). Wungong 
was the other stopping place in the district.68

During rail construction, local farmers sold food to 
railway workers and families. Local residents were 
engaged to provide timber sleepers, quarry gravel 
and cart it for use as ballast.69 The opening of the 
railway encouraged subdivision of large properties, 
many of which had remained undeveloped. Rail 
provided options for transporting goods to market, the 
lack of which had hampered the local economy since 
colonisation. Early subdivision included ‘Narrogin 
Estate’, which created the townsites of Armadale and 
Torridge (the latter across the river from Kelmscott) 
as well as lots suitable for farms and orchards. 

New properties and raised economic prospects 
increased the population of the district. 

67 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
68 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.85-89, 92, 128-130
69 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)

Several new owners established weekend retreats, 
or ‘country homes’, rather than living permanently 
in the area, especially senior government 
employees.70

Prominent public servant Martin Jull purchased land 
in the district in 1893 and profited from subdividing 
and promoting it. He also engaged a foreman to 
establish a vineyard, later Derry Na Sura. In 1903, he 
and his wife Roberta moved into newly constructed 
Brookside homestead, on land near the Armadale 
railway station. Roberta was a medical doctor and 
the first woman to work at a practice in Western 
Australia. She was engaged in social activism to 
improve the health and conditions of women and 
children. Martin and Roberta’s daughter Henrietta 
became the celebrated Western Australian author 
Henrietta Drake-Brockman (1901-1968). The Julls 
were considered a leading family in the district, 
although they had moved away by 1911.71

Kelmscott Roads Board was gazetted in 1894, after 
many years of the district feeling neglected by distant 
local government authorities, and the first elections 
were held in 1895.72 The first Roads Board included 
three members of the Butcher family (Williams Snr 
and Jnr, and James), with James Butcher going on 
to serve 24 years as a member (to 1924), including 
as Chairman from 1917 to 1920). Frederick Saw, 
also a founding member and previously member 
of Canning Roads Board, served eleven years 
across the same period, while Thomas James, who 
joined in 1900, managed seventeen years to 1923, 
including twelve as Chairman.73

Almost immediately, rivalry between Kelmscott and 
Armadale was apparent. 

70 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.85, 89-92, 105-
107, 112
71 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.101-105, 118-
119
72 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.92-98
73 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.419, 421
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The new Roads Board focussed on determining which 
roads would be formally gazetted, investigating ways 
to improve local water supply, and lobbying for better 
rail, post and telephone facilities.74 As cars became 
more common in the twentieth century, improving 
roads also became a priority.75

Armadale by the mid-1890s was developing as a 
small town, with a public hall and railway station both 
constructed in 189776 and a post and telegraph office 
in 1898. Rail impacted business at Narrogin Inn, first 
with the cessation of mail coaches after the Great 
Southern Railway opened to Albany (1889) and then 
due to the Perth-Bunbury line passing a distance 
from the hotel. Thomas Saw constructed a road from 
Narrogin Inn to Armadale siding to improve trade.77

At Kelmscott, the town reoriented away from the 
original, river-based townsite to have the railway as 
its focus. A community hall had been constructed in 
1891. A Mechanics Institute (Armadale) opened in 
1897, along with new police station (Kelmscott).78 
A post office opened in 1894.79 Annual agricultural 
shows were held from 1897, becoming a significant 
local attraction.80

Rail enabled the local fruit growing industry to develop, 
especially after a cold-storage van was added to 
the train in 1895. Gold boom population increases 
also boosted the market for fresh produce. The 
Marsh family at Paradise already had an extensive 
orchard and others followed. In 1896, The Kelmscott 
Farmers and Fruitgrowers’ Association was formed. 
Runnymede Orchard was cultivated by Ben Cross 
from 1897. In 1899, Edward Smith, Edward White 
and Lionel White employed recognised local expert 
Thomas Price to manage their orchard Illawarra, at 
Karragullen, and under his care it became one of the 
state’s finest orchards, developing varieties of apple 
suitable for export. 

74 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.92-98
75 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
76 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, p.92
77 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
78 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
79 Wise & Co, Wise’s Western Australia Post Office Directory, Perth 
WA, 1893-1895
80 City of Armadale, ‘Timeline Since Settlement’, 2018

From the late 1890s, land within timber concessions 
in the east of the district that had been cleared 
by large timber companies (eg. Karragullen) was 
urged to be made available to orchardists. Apples, 
citrus and stone fruits were the most commonly 
grown produce in the district, although George 
Martin successfully propagated tropical fruit at The 
Mount, encouraged by Hasawany Abdullah (known 
locally as ‘Black Charlie’). From 1897, an annual 
agricultural show was hosted at Kelmscott. Despite 
lobbying and negotiations, commercial drying, 
canning or jamming of fruit was not established.81

Vineyards were also established, including Derry 
Na Sura and Marian’s vineyard. The former was 
substantially owned, from 1896, by eccentric 
Welshman Sir Arthur Stepney, whose generous 
funding expanded the vineyard and fitted it with the 
latest wine-making equipment. 
Marian’s, also known as the ‘Slavonian vineyard’ on 
account of its Austrian-born founders and renamed 
Richon Vineyard in the 1920s, was planted from 
1901 on land at Wungong. Several other smaller 
vineyards made use of facilities at Derry Na Sura.82

81 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.96, 98-101, 111, 
118, 122-123, 130
82 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.118-121

Albany Highway at Neerigan Brook, 1910
Source: State Library of Western Australia
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By the 1900s, local farming was diversifying. Poultry 
farming expanded, with a cooperative to pickle eggs 
in times of excess. Resin from the marri tree was 
tapped and exported to Germany. Figs were grown 
for jam making. Traditional wheat and oat crops 
were supplemented with barley, sold to the booming 
Western Australian brewing industry. Increased 
mechanisation and improved fertilisers allowed 
expansion. A bone fertiliser factory was established 
at Wongong Farm.83

Clay and shale suitable for brick-making and gravel 
for road works became important district resources. 
(Small gold deposits discovered at Bedfordale and 
Wungong in the 1890s proved limited).84 Small private 
brickworks developed, especially around Cardup but 
also at Kelmscott and Wungong. Bunnings, the Millard 
Brothers and Harry Anstey were all involved in local 
1890s brick-making, with Bunnings in 1900 the first 
to begin mass production. By 1901, Bunnings had 
left the district but Millards continued. The company 
that had built the railway (Atkins & Law) bought into 
Cardup brickworks and operated them until bought 
out by the Coulthard brothers in 1911.85 Armadale 
Brickworks commenced in 1901 on land leased from 
Thomas Saw, operated by Thomas Coombe, and 
from 1913 sublet by Robert Oswald Law. 

From 1902 to 1930, Alfred Cornish was employed as 
manager, becoming a notable community member. In 
1912, plans for establishing a swathe of government 
industries considered launching brick-making 
operations at Kelmscott, but Beenup was chosen 
in preference. Beenup State Brickworks opened in 
1915 and until its closure in 1961 was one of the 
region’s largest employers.86 Brickworks attracted 
both labourers and skilled workers to the district, with 
Armadale the first to be mechanically operated.87

83 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
84 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
85 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, p.125; Menck, 
Clare, with Stephen Carrick Architects, Brickworks Railway Bridge (fmr) – 
Conservation Plan, prepared for Serpentine Jarrahdale Shire, 2012, pp.37-
38
86 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, p.125-128
87 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)

Increasing local population saw community 
services and commercial opportunities expand. 
From one shop in the whole district in 1895 (at 
Kelmscott), by 1900 there were several. Five years 
later, Armadale was described as a ‘flourishing 
trade centre’ and a ‘fashionable suburb’, boasting 
hotel, several stores, blacksmiths, bakery, butcher, 
barber, roads board office, church and community 
hall. Sports clubs formed, including cricket (1897), 
horse racing (before 1899), football (1907 & 
1908) and tennis (1908), and playing fields were 
established in each town. Armadale Institute Hall & 
Library opened in 1897, built through a government 
grant supplemented by donated land, fundraising, 
community labour and materials, and architectural 
services given free-of-charge by Dean Smith, an 
absentee owner of land in the district.88 District halls 
were used for a wide range of community activities, 
including church, school, ‘Glee clubs’, balls, regular 
weekly dances, and Agricultural Society meetings 
and shows. A scout troop commenced in 1909, only 
a year after the movement was initiated world-wide. 
At Karragullen, a literary society met from 1915.89

88 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.130-134, 263-
264, 267
89 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)

Ye Olde Narrogin Inne, 
Source: State Library of Western Australia
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Excursion trains brought an increasing flow of day-
trippers to the area, including large groups on 
company or government employee picnics. Cyclists 
and, increasingly, day-trippers in motor vehicles 
also frequented the district. From 1897, an annual 
wildflower show attracted visitors to Armadale. 
Hotels, cafes and restaurants opened at Kelmscott 
and Armadale, mostly small weekend businesses 
run as a sideline to other occupations. Kelmscott 
Hotel opened in 1896, constructed by a brickworks 
manager. In 1898, a Licenced café opened opposite 
Armadale railway station, followed by a hotel adjacent 
and a second Licenced restaurant. Narrogin Inn 
rebranded as Ye Olde Narrogin Inne and, despite 
its distance from the railway, continued to attract 
wealthier clientele and honeymooners.90 However, 
construction of the Railway Hotel in 1902, including 
a sample-room for commercial travellers to display 
their wares, challenged its patronage.91

Congregational church services began at Armadale 
in the 1890s, with lay preacher Joseph Serls and his 
wife Mary moving to the district in 1899 and serving 
the local church until Joseph’s death in 1952. A 
Congregational Church was constructed by 1903.92 
Another opened in Kelmscott around the same 
time (1905). Armadale opened a Catholic church in 
1912 and Congregational Church halls were built in 
Wungong and Roleystone in 1913.93

The 1882 Kelmscott school, held in the Anglican 
Church, transferred to a hall in 1892 and finally into 
purpose-built rooms in 1898. At Armadale, school 
began in 1899 at the Hall but transferred the following 
year to a purpose-built school to cater for the growing 
population. A school operated briefly at Beenup from 
1900 to 1901. The Narrogin Brook School started 
before 1903 about that year its name changed to 
Bedfordale. Roleystone school opened with a single 
classroom in 1905. 

90 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.113-117
91 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
92 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.107, 131
93 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)

East Jandakot, added to the Roads Board in 1911, 
opened a school in 1912.94 East Jandakot School 
became Westfield and remained open until 1948. A 
school at Forrestdale, opened in 1915, also lasted 
only six years.95 Illawarra School commenced in 
1913 as employees at the orchard had sufficient 
children to meet the quota for a government school. 
It later became Karragullen school and moved to 
a site on Brookton Highway in 1919.96 Schools 
were often run by a single teacher, with fluctuating 
enrolments.

By the early 1900s, the population was largely 
farmers, orchardist, vignerons or brickworks 
employees, the latter particularly at Armadale. 
Noongar families continued to live on the fringes 
of the district, some of whom taught bush medicine 
to their white neighbours.97 By 1900, the Aboriginal 
population of the southwest of Western Australia 
included many individuals with European ancestry, 
considered by colonists to be ‘part Aboriginal’, and 
there was a steady movement of Aboriginal groups 
from beyond the ‘circumcision line’ into Noongar 
land.98 Government-sponsored migration brought 
British migrants to the district from around 1906 to 
1912. The Scari and Saligari families also arrived 
from Italy in this period, settling at Karragullen,99 
in a period when Italian immigration to Western 
Australia was increasing and many Italian migrants 
moved into horticulture.100

Further subdivision from  expanded Armadale 
townsite, including Minnawarra, Armadale/ 
Hayfields, Sundridge, Chesterfield and Sherwood 
Estates. A new Armadale townsite boundary was 
gazetted in 1909. Subdivision also expanded the 
residential portion of Kelmscott from 1904. 

94 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.82-83, 143-144
95 Green, Neville, ‘WA Schools Records Index 1891-2005’, 
Western Australian Genealogical Society (website), https://member-
ship.wags.org.au/members-data/public-data/wa-schools-records-in-
dex-1891-2005 accessed 25 May 2018
96 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.82-83, 143-144
97 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.111-112, 130
98 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
99 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
100 Menck, Clare, A Thematic History of Western Australia (work-
ing draft), prepared for the Heritage Council, 2018
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Roleystone Estate was subdivided into 10-40 acre 
blocks, which sold rapidly in 1903. Once the State 
Brickworks were announced for Beenup, Blythewood 
Estate was subdivided, with the surveyors of the 
subdivision building a community hall for free.101

In 1903, a Roads Board Office opened at Armadale, 
cementing the town as the district centre, much to 
Kelmscott’s chagrin. The Roads Board’s name was 
amended in 1910 to Armadale-Kelmscott, divided 
into five wards: Roleystone, Bedfordale (formerly 
Paradise), Beenup (later Byford), Kelmscott and 
Armadale. The latter two, as the main population 
centres, had two representatives each. Armadale 
was acknowledged by the Minister for Works as the 
‘more important’ of the two towns at the time. In 1914, 
Karragullen ward was added and Armadale split into 
the townsite and Armadale West.102

Water supply was a major problem for the district. 
As local creeks became brackish or dried up in 
summer, residents relied on rainwater tanks and 
wells. Water was a concern across the expanding 
metropolitan area, and from 1908 plans began for a 
metropolitan water supply sourced from the Canning 
River. Anticipating (correctly) that progress could be 
slow, Kelmscott Roads Board also established its 
own Water Board. In 1910, Armadale Water Supply 
officially opened, with a pumping system filling two 
Board-owned reservoirs.103

By this time, kerosene streetlights had been erected, 
a sanitary depot established, and in 1911 Turner Road 
Bridge was finally completed. Armadale-Kelmscott 
Co-operative Society opened its Jull Street store in 
Armadale in 1915, going on to trade for fifty years as 
the district’s main variety store.104

Rail transport was further improved when the line 
from Armadale through Jandakot to Fremantle 
opened in 1907, and the Kalamunda-Canning Mills 
railway was extended south to Karragullen in 1912. 

101 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.134-137, 141
102 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.137-138, 141, 152
103 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.139-140
104 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.142-143, 155, 319

Although cars were becoming more popular, 
horse-drawn vehicles remained the most common 
form of private transport, with rail important for 
moving goods and as public transport. From 1912, 
the Roleystone Progress Association widened 
Roleystone Road (later Brookton Highway) 
through volunteers using mattocks and shovels.105 
Roleystone and Karragullen residents claimed the 
Roads Board had not assisted, which the Roads 
Board strenuously denied. The road, popular with 
weekend tourists, had long been identified as 
dangerous for motorised vehicles.106

105 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
106 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, p.143, 149-150

Armadale Kelmscott Co-operative Society, 1954
Source: State Library of Western Australia
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Consolidation: 1915-1939

Australia enthusiastically joined Britain when World 
War One was declared in 1914. Enlistment numbers 
far exceeded expectations, including men and 
women of the Armadale district. The Roads Board 
initiated cost-cutting measures, including using 
more volunteer labour and donations for road works, 
turning off streetlights in summer, and withdrawing 
subsidies for agricultural shows. Local communities 
bonded together to support the war effort. Many older 
residents struggled to keep up with their orchards 
and small-holdings with their sons absent at war, 
but the Roads Board strenuously supported efforts 
to encourage further enlistment.107 Women entered 
the workforce in greater numbers, including taking 
on much fruit picking and farm labouring. Women 
were also very active in local Red Cross initiatives 
to support the war effort.108 From 1916, the Roads 
Board resolved to deny employment to Germans, 
despite there being respected long-standing German 
residents in the district. In December 1916, Armadale 
unveiled an obelisk commemorating soldiers serving 
in the war, one of the first World War One memorial 
in the state. A separate memorial at Kelmscott was 
completed in 1921, along with a hall. From 1919, a 
Fallen Soldiers Memorial Park was also established 
at Armadale, including a machine gun donated by 
the WA War Trophy Committee in 1920 and a field 
gun acquired 1921.109 Twenty-eight memorial trees 
planted at the park in 1921 represented the number 
of local lives lost in the war.110 The 1916 obelisk was 
later relocated to the park (1959).111

107 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.152-165
108 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
109 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.152-165, 170
Note: Although the Armadale obelisk has previously been claimed as the 
State’s first World War One memorial, the Heritage Council database, InHer-
it, lists several other memorials or honour boards potentially completed in 
1916, including P3344 Anzac Cottage, Mount Hawthorn (January 1916) and 
P10611 Muradup War Memorial (September 1916)
110 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
111 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.241-242

Returning soldiers were welcomed into the district 
after the Repatriation Department established 
a soldier settlement south of the Canning River 
at Roleystone. Those who did not receive land, 
however, swelled the numbers of unemployed, 
with very little work available in the district beyond 
seasonal horticultural labour. Returned soldiers 
were given preference when jobs became available.  
112 Many returned home from war with significant 
physical or psychological damage.113 Aboriginal 
people, who had seen higher levels of employment 
during wartime due to the absence of men on war 
service, were largely let go after 1918.114

Through the 1920s, Group Settlement schemes 
brought more government-assisted migrants into 
the district, with subdivision of the Peel and Bateman 
Estates for dairy farms. Generous initial terms 
attracted many British applications, but conditions 
were difficult in the Group Settlements and many 
left their holdings within a few years. Bateman and 
Peel Estates were swampy, with mostly poor sandy 
soils. The soldier settlers at Roleystone fared better, 
enabling the district to consolidate as a prominent 
orchard and dairy region.115

Group Settlement particularly boosted the 
population around Beenup. Residents of Beenup 
lobbied for many years to change the name of their 
town. In 1920, their efforts resulted in the place 
being formally renamed Byford.116 Oakford school 
opened at Byford in 1926 (Oakford being a Group 
Settlement area). The Presbyterian children’s home 
at Byford, Burnbrae, also operated from 1939.117 
The Sisters of Mercy opened Xavier Catholic 
School at Armadale in 1938.118

112 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.164-165
113 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
114 Menck, A Thematic History of Western Australia, 2018
115 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.170-174
116 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, p.170
117 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, p.144
118 Catholic Education WA, ‘Xavier Catholic School’, http://www.
ceo.wa.edu.au/OurSchools/Pages/Schools’-Profiles.aspx accessed 25

54

http://www.ceo.wa.edu.au/OurSchools/Pages/Schools’-Profiles.aspx
http://www.ceo.wa.edu.au/OurSchools/Pages/Schools’-Profiles.aspx


Local Heritage Survey - 2019

3
To support the struggling group settlers, the 
government in 1927 decreed that they should not 
be charged roads board rates. However, providing 
roads and services to the settlers was costly for the 
Roads Board. The Board enthusiastically purchased 
modern road-making machinery, going into significant 
debt.119 A blue metal quarry was developed as a 
local supply of gravel, and bus services and other 
transport expanded as roads were improved.120 By 
the end of the 1920s, possibly also due to some 
inefficient financial management, the Roads Board 
was in financial difficulties. It was at least 1932 before 
the Board was back on a secure financial footing. 
A key local figure through this period was Bobbie 
Briggs, who joined the Roads Board in 1918 aged 
24, after his father and uncle had both also served, 
and became Chair in 1925, eventually serving 21 
(non-consecutive) years on the Board, into the latter 
1950s.121 Other long-serving Board members of the 
period were Anham Briggs (uncle to Bobbie, serving 
fifteen years between 1909 and 1932), Thomas 
Denny (serving seventeen years between 1915 and 
1941), Richard Knuckey (1929-1947, including four 
years as Chairman), Hugh Aitken (thirteen years 
between 1932 and 1949, including two as Chairman) 
and Walter Haynes (1932-1946, including eight years 
as Chairman).122

By the 1920s, water supply remained uncertain. 
From 1923 to 1928, a dam was constructed at 
Churchman’s Brook, supplementing both the local 
and (inadequate) metropolitan water supply. As 
construction at Churchman’s progressed slowly, 
pipehead dams also opened at Canning River (1924) 
and Wungong Brook (1925). Soldier settlement land 
was resumed for the dam and its catchment, but dam 
construction increased the population, with a hall and 
progress association formed at Churchman’s Brook. 

119 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.179-181
120 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
121 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.174-175, 186-187, 
192
122 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.420-422

Bus services were extended to the dam to 
attract tourists, and a ‘weekend resort’ opened at 
Roleystone in 1928 to accommodate them.123 
Scheme water began servicing the Metropolitan 
area from 1925.124

A purpose-built private hospital opened in 1928 
with one general and four maternity beds. 
Previously, several cottage hospitals and maternity 
homes operated out of local residences, including 
the Anglican Rectory at Armadale. Armadale 
Hospital operated as a private hospital until the 
1940s and was substantially expanded.125 Prior to 
establishment of Armadale Hospital, medical care 
in the district was largely through a small number 
of general practitioners covering large areas, with 
a few midwifes offering maternity services.126 A 
doctor was first listed in the district in 1907, but 
early medical practitioners do not appear to have 
stayed long, with Patrick Beveridge, Richard Frost 
and Roberta Jull following each other between 
1907 and 1910, followed by Dr Benson between 
1912 and 1916, all serving both Armadale and 
Kelmscott.127 Dr Carl Streich, who practised at 
Kelmscott from 1929 until his death in 1956, was 
the first long-serving doctor in the district.128 

Radio, broadcast in Western Australia from 1924, 
became ubiquitous through the 1920s. A reliable 
telephone service was established in 1925, easing 
communication challenges.129 A well-stocked 
library was established at Kelmscott Primary 
School from 1920, open to the public for a monthly 
subscription.130

123 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp. 175-179
124 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
125 Government of Western Australia East Metropolitan Health 
Service, ‘History’, http://www.ahs.health.wa.gov.au/About-us/History ac-
cessed 21 May 2018; Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, p.181
126 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
127 Wise & Co, Wise’s Western Australia Post Office Directory, 
Perth WA, 1900-1920
128 Wise & Co, Wise’s Western Australia Post Office Directory, 
Perth WA, 1920-1930; Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.201-
202, 233
129 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
130 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, p.279
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Centenary Tearooms opened alongside Narrogin 
Inn in 1929, run by the Inn’s long-time owner, Kate 
Wilkinson. In the 1930s, the place was renamed 
Muckross Tearooms.131

Although unemployment had been rising across the 
State through the 1920s, the collapse of international 
stock markets in October 1929 initiated an economic 
crisis and accelerated joblessness. Itinerant work, 
such as labouring or fruit picking, attracted hopeful 
candidates from well beyond the district, often 
unskilled for the requisite tasks. An unemployment 
committee formed at Armadale in early 1930 and 
the Roads Board resolved that contract work in the 
district would employ only local men. By the end 
of the year, the Roads Board was employing two 
‘sustenance gangs’, paid for out of government relief 
payments and providing part-time labouring jobs for 
unemployed men.132

Many community organisations formed in response 
to the Depression and a lively social scene continued, 
often linked to charitable fundraising. Government-
funded sustenance labour permitted the Roads Board 
to improve its main roads as well as initiate community 
facilities they may otherwise not have prioritised.133 
Cinema shows ceased, partly because the Armadale 
Hall was deemed unsafe, but the Roleystone Choral 
and Dramatic Society commenced in 1933, expanding 
a choral group begun in 1912.134 Bernie Hastie also 
founded the Armadale Revellers to fundraise for 
unemployment relief, an amateur music and theatre 
troupe that developed a significant following, and local 
singer Lillian Turner (later Geddes) was sufficiently 
popular to perform on ABC radio programs. Gilwell 
Scoutmasters Training Centre opened at Kelmscott in 
1935 and girl guides began groups from 1937. By the 
latter 1930s, social prohibitions against playing sport 
on Sundays were relaxing.135 

131 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.181-183
132 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.184-189
133 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.188-189
134 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.188-189, 356
135 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.207, 268, 291

Slumping prices impacted sale of primary produce. 
Local vineyards declined due to reduced demand 
for wine, and did not recover. (Both Derry Na Sura 
and Richon vineyards continued trading into the 
post-war years, but vines were removed in the early 
1950s). Slow-down in the construction industry 
impacted timber and brick-making, with production 
reduced or even halted altogether.136 Both local 
brickworks closed in 1930, although the State 
Brickworks at Byford eventually reopened late in 
1934.137 However, as the district had an abundance 
of primary produce, especially fruit, vegetables 
and dairy products, barter systems developed and 
most residents avoided the privation that afflicted 
many areas in the state.138 Martin Kilkenny of 
Brookdale is particularly remembered as providing 
farm produce to disadvantaged community 
members.139 By 1933, only a handful of men in the 
district remained on sustenance payments and the 
unemployment committee was wound up, while 
other parts of Western Australia continued to see 
high unemployment for several more years.140

The 1930s Depression particularly impacted 
Aboriginal communities. Noongar families continued 
to live in the Armadale-Kelmscott district, largely 
depending on seasonal work. Over-abundant white 
labour in the 1930s saw Noongar workers passed 
over. Ineligible for government relief measures, 
many became destitute and were coerced or forcibly 
relocated to Moore River Native Settlement, a move 
made possible by the excessive controls legislated in 
the  Aborigines Act. Moore River was underfunded, 
over-crowded, unsanitary and oppressive. Children 
were frequently separated from their families and 
sent to orphanages, children’s homes or missions. 

136 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.188-189; Wise & 
Co, Wise’s Western Australia Post Office Directory 1949, Perth WA, 1949, 
p.940; Aerial photograph, 27 November 1953, at Landgate Mapviewer, 
https://maps.landgate.wa.gov.au/maps-landgate/registered/
137 Menck & Carrick, Brickworks Railway Bridge (fmr) – 
Conservation Plan, 2012, p.47
138 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.188-189
139 City of Armadale, ‘Armadale Road and Locality Names’, 2012, 
p.58 https://www.armadale.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/assets/images/
common/Armadale_road_and_locality_names.pdf
140 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.188-189
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A few Noongar families managed to remain locally, 
including the Hume, Hart, Malarkey and Nannup 
families. Neerigen Brook in Armadale became a 
Noongar camping ground, especially a site near to 
where Albany Highway turned south, 500m east of 
the junction with South West Highway. Another small 
Noongar camp was in Roleystone, at the corner of 
Urch and Peet Roads. Families camping at these 
sites survived by traditional hunting and gathering, as 
well as kindness from neighbours. The few families 
that remained in the district were well integrated into 
the community, many employed seasonally in fruit 
picking, except at the height of the Depression.141

Canning Dam, long planned as the answer to Perth’s 
woeful metropolitan water supply, was constructed 
from 1933 to 1940, along with a contour channel to 
convey water to Gosnells for pumping to metropolitan 
reservoirs. A workers’ settlement was established 
below the dam wall, including cottages, school and 
hall. Much of the labour was provided by sustenance 
workers. Work periodically ceased when funding 
was tight, with workers redeployed at government 
expense to work on road building in the district. During 
construction, the dam works were a popular weekend 
tourist attraction, boosted from 1937 by a scenic drive 
(Lady McNess Drive) funded by Sir Charles McNess 
in tribute to his recently deceased wife, Annie Elsie 
McNess. Visitors continued to flock to the dam for 
sight-seeing and picnics after its completion.142

From 1929, the Young Australia League (YAL), led 
by Lionel Boas and John Joseph (‘Boss’) Simons, 
established Araluen in Roleystone as a landscaped 
garden, holiday camp and youth activity site. It 
became a significant tourist attraction, with hundreds 
of visitors, especially in the spring.143

Roleystone also attracted a number of Yugoslav 
migrants in the 1930s, many of whom established 
orchards. 

141 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.184-185, 301-302
142 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.195-198; Day, 
Cathy, Register documentation for P3709 Canning Contour Channel (fmr) , 
for the Heritage Council WA, 2005
143 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.189-192

Part of Roleystone was colloquially known as ‘Slav 
Gully’ during this period.144 Among the Roleystone 
residents was the Serventy family, originally from 
Croatia, whose son Vincent (1916-2007) became 
one of Australia’s pre-eminent conservationists of 
the twentieth century.145

Armadale opened a new district hall in 1936. The 
old hall had been unused for some years due to 
safety concerns, but the expense of a new building 
during the Depression was controversial. Armadale 
increasingly attempted to promote itself as the 
service centre for the whole district. Kelmscott 
and Roleystone often expressed resentment at 
perceived favouritism of Armadale, as well as 
Byford and Bedfordale, in distribution of funds. 
Determined to maintain its own identity, Kelmscott 
duplicated many services found in Armadale.  

Despite several restructure attempts, distribution 
of local government power favoured Armadale, 
and rivalry between the two main towns remained 
intense.146 

144 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
145 Stephens, Tony, ‘Green before it was fashionable: Vincent 
Serventy, 1916-2007’, Sydney Morning Herald (online), 12 September 
2007, https://www.smh.com.au/news/obituaries/green-before-it-was-
fashionable/2007/09/11/1189276711964.html

146 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.192-195, 202-
204

Armadale Kelmscott District , 1931-32
Source: State Library of Western Australia
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Roleystone Progress Association, active from the 
early twentieth century, was responsible for many 
community endeavours in the hills settlement, led 
for many years by dedicated volunteer H.B. (Bert) 
Collins.147

From 1937, the Roads Board funded diphtheria 
immunisation for the district’s children, at a time when 
the disease was a major childhood killer. Kelmscott 
doctor Carl Streich initiated and implemented the 
program. Within a few months, almost all 700 school-
aged children in the district had been vaccinated, 
at Roads Board expense. By 1939 the district was 
declared free of diphtheria after a year with no reported 
cases.148 This was a remarkable achievement at a 
time when few vaccines were available, childhood 
immunisation was held with some suspicion, and 
diphtheria was largely out of control across the 
state.149

Nature was not always kind. High winds caused 
extensive damage in 1934 and 1937, crippling drought 
struck in 1938 and 1939, and floods ravaged the 
district in 1926, 1940 and 1945. However, improved 
infrastructure allowed more efficient transport of 
goods and people, while greater mechanisation within 
agriculture increased yields. Many farms purchased 
tractors through the 1930s, reducing dependence on 
horse and bullock teams.150

In 1937, a new Narrogin Inn was constructed on the 
site of the 1850s original. Its iconic Old English styling 
became an iconic feature on the crossroads where it 
stood.151

Armadale though the interwar years was a small 
community with an identity part-way between country 
town and metropolitan suburb. The last stop on the 
metropolitan railway, it was also the edge of suburbia 
when travelling by road towards Albany or Bunbury. 

147 City of Armadale, ‘Armadale Road and Locality Names’, 2012, 
p.28
148 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.201-202
149 Menck, A Thematic History of Western Australia, 2018
150 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
151 Sauman & Kelsall, Register documentation for P0092 Ye Olde 
Narrogin Inne, 2004

However, the influence of orchardists and small-
holders gave the community a distinctly rural 
character, and children grew up playing in the bush 
and swimming in the waterways. Residences were 
more likely to be modest timber constructions, 
typical of rural areas, than the brick and tile houses 
more common in inner suburbs.152

152 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.283-288

Picking grapes in the Armadale District, 1913
Source: State Library of Western Australia
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The Second World War and Post-War Expansion: 
1940-1960

Armadale-Kelmscott residents embraced the war 
effort during World War Two. The Roads Board allowed 
free use of its halls for war-related charitable events. 
A flurry of fundraising activity ensued, often featuring 
local amateur music groups. Many feared the district 
would be a target for attack, first on account of the 
strategically-significant Canning Dam and then the 
location of a navy armaments depot at Byford (1942). 
However, suburban children were also evacuated to 
the hills for safety, overcrowding local schools. Both 
men and women enlisted for war service, and several 
local men died. Some returned home permanently 
injured, while others received acknowledgement as 
war heroes, particularly RAAF pilot Phillip Martin of 
Kelmscott, who was decorated for his part in the ‘dam 
buster’ raids over Germany.153

Women moved into roles formerly considered 
appropriate only for men. Daphne Sache (nee Saw) 
was promoted to acting Secretary of the Roads 
Board in 1942, a very senior role for a woman at 
that time. Women took over roles vacated by male 
family members in local businesses, including doing 
manual labouring and driving delivery vehicles. 
Local orchards employed women of the Australian 
Women’s Land Army (AWLA) to fill the holes in their 
workforce left by enlisting men. Armadale Women’s 
Emergency Corps formed to provide home-front 
services, especially first aid but also much manual 
labour. In the absence of male sportsmen, women 
also fielded football teams.154

Due to a friendship between the Armadale Anglican 
minister and Fremantle’s chaplain to the Mission 
to Seamen, Armadale-Kelmscott regularly hosted 
visiting British, American and sometimes Dutch, 
sailors during the war for weekend breaks.155

153 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.204-217, 294-295
154 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.210-213, 268
155 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.214-216

After the war, an extensive Federally-sponsored 
migration scheme brought tens of thousands of 
migrants to Australia, many initially working for the 
government for two years through bonded labour 
arrangements. In addition to substantial numbers 
from Britain, continental Europeans arrived, 
especially from displaced persons camps across 
Europe. From 1950, a migrant camp of Nissen huts 
was established for government workers improving 
the Canning Contour Channel. In 1952, a smaller 
camp at Armadale opened to house Italian railway 
workers. The district welcomed some Dutch 
migrants with links to their wartime guests, as well 
as many who were unconnected. From 1951 a 
Dutch Free Reformed Church began worshipping 
at Wungong, followed by other local settlements, 
eventually building a church at Armadale in 
1967. Although some local residents feared the 
large migrant population would take their jobs or 
reduce land values, overall migrant families were 
welcomed. Social life diversified, new food became 
available and many services were established that 
required a larger population to support them. Many 
migrant families remained as long-term residents of 
the district.156 

A sculpture commemorating Italian migrants was 
installed at Sanctuary Lake in 2001, and Kelmscott 
Migrant Park was created in 2004 on the site 
of a former migrant camp to recognise migrant 
contributions to the district.157

Building was restricted to war-related projects 
from 1940 to 1945, as were works involving 
heavy machinery. Construction and maintenance 
of buildings and infrastructure fell behind. From 
1946, works restarted, although shortages of 
building materials and labour hampered efforts 
for some years. Housing was in short supply and 
many residents of the district lived in make-shift 
homes such as sheds, tents and caravans, as was 
common across the state at the time.158

156 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.255-261
157 City of Armadale, ‘Timeline Since Settlement’, 2018
158 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.242-243

59



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

3
As early as 1944, the Roads Board began 
cooperating with government planning for post-war 
workers’ housing in the district. The standard-plan 
houses did not meet Board regulations but in 1947 
the State Housing Commission (SHC) over-ruled the 
Board’s objections to the housing it was planning 
at Byford,159 as it did in response to multiple such 
complaints across the state. Wartime estimates 
projected a 50,000 house shortage across the state 
in the post-war decade and the SHC rolled out an 
extensive building program, largely Commonwealth-
funded, to address this deficit. Housing for industrial 
workers was prioritised, with Byford’s brickworks 
attracting support.160 However, by the end of the 
1950s most government housing in the district was at 
Armadale. More than half the residences constructed 
in the district under government schemes by this time 
were designed for purchase by low-income working 
families, especially returned service personnel.161 
Plans to establish an SHC estate in Kelmscott 
specifically for British migrants, first aired in 1949, 
were eventually abandoned in 1958.162

Post-war building programs boosted demand for 
building materials, leading to establishment of a 
second State Brickworks, at Armadale, which opened 
in 1952.163 At least 25 houses were constructed for 
brickworks employees. Cardup brickworks also 
expanded.164

A purpose-built Armadale police station and quarters 
opened in 1952. Previously, the local police officer 
worked from a rear room of a rented residence, 
supervising a lockup that had been built in the back 
yard. Despite increasing traffic through the district and 
a growing population, it was 1959 before a second 
police officer was appointed to Armadale.165

159 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.216, 242-244
160 Menck, Clare, A Thematic History of Government Housing in 
Western Australia, prepared for the Department of Housing, November 
2014, pp.77-78, 86, 96
161 State Housing Commission, Annual Report, 1960, p.34
162 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.245-246
163 Menck & Carrick, Brickworks Railway Bridge (fmr) – Conservation 
Plan, 2012, p.49
164 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.246-247
165 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.225-226

The Roads Board supported a community instigated 
committee in 1946 to raise funds to purchase 
Armadale Hospital as a memorial commemorating 
locals who had died in both World Wars. Within 
six months the hospital had been acquired by the 
Board as a public hospital and was debt free by 
year’s end. The government subsequently allowed 
recurrent Lotteries Commission funding to maintain 
the facility.166 Secretary of the Hospital Board 
through the 1940s and 1950s was Lloyd Hughes, 
who had a long history of community involvement 
across the district.167

Birth rates in the district were escalating, with 95 
babies arriving in 1946, including nine in one week. 
Fundraising continued to expand the hospital, 
with a new maternity wing finally opening in 
1957. An infant health clinic was also established 
at Armadale, opening in 1949, followed by an 
adjacent kindergarten in 1959. Kelmscott had an 
infant health clinic from 1940. The district was quick 
to roll out polio vaccines as soon as they became 
available in 1955, resulting in a rapid decline in the 
disease that had plagued the district since the mid-
1940s.168

166 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.236-238
167 City of Armadale, ‘Armadale Road and Locality Names’, 2012, 
p.52
168 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.206, 232-234, 
236-238

Roads Board building, 1981

Source: Department of Planning Lands and 

Heritage InHerit database

60



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

3
Aged care became a concern in the 1950s. A 
community effort established Dale Cottage Homes, 
opening the first units in 1959.169 Cottage homes 
for older people were a relatively new innovation 
at the time, as little aged care of any sort had been 
available up to the 1950s, mostly large asylum-style 
institutions.170 Dale Cottages expanded gradually from 
the mid-1960s, using the former Armadale Brickworks 
site. An associated ‘frail aged hostel’ (nursing home) 
opened nearby in 1974. Several other not-for-profit 
residential aged care facilities opened through the 
1980s.171

By the 1950s, the Roads Board became concerned 
at loss of trees along its roads. Many years of conflict 
with residents ensued, with at least one case of 
unauthorised tree removal being taken to court.172

Land clearing over many years was by this time 
causing salinity. The piped water supply was 
insufficient for the expanding district. 

Growing population pushed the limits of drawing 
water from Neerigen Brook and other local streams, 
and some residents illegally syphoned water from 
Canning Contour Channel. Concern for the health 
of the Canning River arose, with regional bodies 
established to protect and conserve its water. 
The Roads Board appointed a drainage supervisor in 
1959 in an attempt to address the rising water table.173

Electricity was connected to most of the district by 
1948, although outlying areas such as Wungong 
took some years more to be reached.174 Forrestdale 
received electricity in 1953, followed by Bedfordale in 
1955.175 Roads gradually improved. The railway from 
Kalamunda to Karragullen closed in 1949, as the 
road link through Roleystone had largely replaced it 
for transporting agricultural produce.176 A taxi service 
began in Armadale in 1946.177

169 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.300-301
170 Menck, Clare, On Mission: A History of Juniper – A Uniting 
Church Community, Juniper, Balcatta, 2018, pp.5-10
171 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.381-382
172 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.223-225
173 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.234-235, 244
174 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, p.226
175 City of Armadale, ‘Timeline Since Settlement’, 2018
176 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
177 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, p.219

Lobbying for a district high school had begun in 
the 1920s. Government promises to build a school 
were made from at least 1946, but statewide 
demand coupled with lack of building materials and 
labour were cited as reasons these promises were 
not fulfilled. In 1952, two prefabricated classrooms 
were added at Armadale Primary School to expand 
it to a junior high school the following year, and 
local community buildings were also utilised. The 
first stage of a purpose-built high school finally 
opened in 1956, with the school completed in 1957. 
It served a huge area, well beyond the Armadale-
Kelmscott district, and by the early 1960s was a 
five-year high school with over 1,000 students.178 It 
was one of four government high schools to open in 
the metropolitan area in 1956, the first in a program 
of over ten years to improve secondary schooling 
in the metropolitan area in response to population 
increases and growing social expectation of high 
school completion.179 

The land facing the school across South West 
Highway, was subdivided as a residential area, 
called Tredale.180

Primary schools in the district expanded 
considerably through the 1950s, although 
Roleystone school closed for two years in the mid-
1950s, and Bedfordale was threatened with closure 
in the same period. Migrant children boosted the 
numbers of all schools, with Kelmscott in particular 
reported to have more migrant than Australian-
born children by 1954. A Catholic school opened at 
Karragullen in 1956, responding to the large local 
Italian community. The Dutch Reform community 
opened a school at Armadale in 1957.181

178 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.248-251, 297
179 Menck, A Thematic History of Western Australia, 2018
180 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, p.312; Aerial photo-
graphs, 1953 & 1965, at Landgate Mapviewer; City of Armadale, ‘Arma-
dale Road and Locality Names’, 2012, p.100
181 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.252, 259
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In the mid-1950s, the Roads Board’s very large 
boundaries were amended, with southern areas 
(formerly Peel Estate) passing to neighbouring 
authorities and some land to the north transferring 
to Gosnells. Armadale townsite was extended and 
Kelmscott reduced in area.182

During World War Two, Aboriginal children from 
Sister Kate’s home in Queens Park were relocated 
to Darjeeling and attended Roleystone school, but 
Darjeeling returned to being a private residence 
after the war. By the latter 1950s, Aboriginal people 
in the district were largely camping on the fringes 
of expanding residential developments, which was 
often unpopular with suburban residents. Proposals 
to set aside a camping reserve for Aboriginal people, 
including building public conveniences, were aired 
in 1958.183 Aboriginal people were not eligible for 
government housing at the time, with the exception of 
limited, substandard and largely failed experimental 
Aboriginal housing programs, which do not appear to 
have been implemented in the Armadale district.184

Armadale-Kelmscott Roads Board purchased 
Minnawarra homestead in 1958, after over a decade 
of attempts to have the acquisition approved by 
the community. Through the 1950s, purchase of 
Minnawarra was a controversial local issue. The 
house had been constructed as ‘Brookside’ for the 
Jull family in 1903. It was owned by William Lambden 
Owen from 1911 until his death (1946). The place 
was intended for use as a civic and community 
centre. The house itself was demolished in 1961 as 
it was believed to be too expensive to bring back into 
functional condition.185

182 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, p.222
183 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.246, 295-296, 357
184 Menck, A Thematic History of Government Housing in Western 
Australia, 2014, pp.358-369
185 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.227-233

Entertainment options expanded along with 
population. Cars became common and shaped 
entertainment. An open-air cinema opened at 
Roleystone in 1950, followed by drive-ins at 
Roleystone (1957), Kelmscott (1958) and Armadale 
(1965). New or extensively refurbished halls were 
built through the 1950s and early 1960s in most 
of the district’s settlements. Dances were popular, 
with increasing enjoyment of rock-and-roll music. 
By the latter 1950s, nightclubs emerged. A free 
public library opened at Armadale in 1958, linked 
to the new State Library Board, followed by one in 
Kelmscott in 1960.186

Sporting facilities fell into disrepair through the 
1940s as first war and then building material 
shortages hindered efforts to maintain or improve 
them. A grandstand at Armadale Recreation 
Reserve was partially completed between 1952 
and 1954, but lack of funds slowed further work. 
The recreation ground was renamed Gwynne Park 
in 1959 after the death of Spencer Gwynne, long-
serving Roads Board secretary, RSL president and 
sporting enthusiast, who had been instrumental in 
lobbying for sporting improvements and sold some 
of his own land to extend the recreation reserve. 

186 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.247-248, 276-
280, 299-300, 347
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Armadale, Kelmscott, Byford and Roleystone all had 
thriving tennis clubs by the mid-1940s, particularly as 
tennis was a sport considered appropriate for women. 
Australian Rules Football, trotting, equestrian events, 
sailing (at Lake Jandakot, later renamed Forrestdale 
Lake) and bowls were also popular, with facilities 
gradually improved. A two-thirds Olympic size 50m 
pool opened at Kelmscott in 1957, supplementing 
river-based swimming holes in the district, including 
the partially man-made Roleystone Pool. Lotteries 
funding enabled the first children’s playgrounds in the 
district, opening in five locations in 1954.187 Brothers 
Rod and Graham Marsh grew up in Armadale through 
the 1950s and went on to international sporting 
careers in cricket and golf respectively.188 The Creyk 
family grew up at Kelmscott through the same period, 
with Verna Creyk later playing hockey for Australia 
and representing the State in diving and gymnastics, 
the most successful of seven sporting siblings. Joe 
Saunders, a farmer west of Kelmscott, became a 
national rowing coach in the 1970s, including coaching 
the Australian team at Moscow World Championships 
in 1973.189 

187 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp. 265-274; City of 
Armadale, ‘Armadale Road and Locality Names’, 2012, p.47
188 John Wisden & Co, ‘Cricketer of the Year – 1982: Rod Marsh’, 
ESPN Cricinfo (website), https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rod_Marsh accessed 
27 June 2018
189 City of Armadale, ‘Armadale Road and Locality Names’, 2012, 
p.30, 54

Armadale Post Office, 1949
Source: State Library of Western Australia
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1960s-1980s

From the 1960s, significant expansion of Armadale-
Kelmscott began. The Metropolitan Region Scheme 
(MRS), based on the 1955 Stephenson-Hepburn 
report, was adopted in 1963 and subsequently 
guided all suburban development. Local government 
authorities were required to prepare town planning 
schemes in line with the MRS. In 1970, the Corridor 
Plan for Perth updated the MRS, with further tweaking 
in 1990 through Metroplan, but the basic tenants 
of the MRS continued. The Corridor Plan identified 
Armadale as one of five metropolitan regional centres, 
intended to anchor the town planning of greater Perth 
along four settlement corridors buffered with rural 
land. Shire planning subsequently anticipated large 
population increases, supported by government and 
private business investment. Population increase 
followed, but government and business investment 
was slower to materialise.190

In 1961, Roads Boards were converted to Shire, 
Town or City Councils. Armadale-Kelmscott became 
a Shire. Its first town planning scheme was submitted 
in 1969, but required redrafting before the Town 
Planning board would accept it. Opinions differed 
about rezoning at Forrestdale, as the area was 
within the Corridor Plan’s rural buffer. It was 1973 
before the town planning scheme was adopted.191 
Long-serving shire councillors of the period included 
Dennis Frye (fourteen years between 1946 and 
1970), Reg Williams (eleven years between 1946 and 
1967, including three as Shire President), Warwick 
Savage (1947-1959, including two years as  Chair), 
Jack Murray (1949-1964, including five years as  
Chair/Shire President), Peter Kargotich (1957-1977, 
including eight years as Shire President), Douglas 
Morgan (1960-1974), Stanley Pries (23 years between 
1966 and 1990, including five as Shire President) and 
Ian Blackburn (1974-1992, including twelve years as 
Shire President/ Mayor). 

190 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp. 222-223, 315-318, 
397-398
191 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.307-310

The first woman elected to Shire Council was Julie 
Bethell, who was the only woman on Council during 
her term in office (1967-1970). By 1973 there were 
three women councillors, and there has never again 
been a male-only Council.192

From the 1960s, efforts were made to attract 
industrial development to the district. Land was 
subdivided for light industrial use from the mid-
1960s, but take-up was slow. Armadale State 
Brickworks, sold into private ownership in 1961, was 
plagued with complaints of pollution, some of which 
were substantiated and resulted in compensation 
payments. In 1979, a new concrete factory and 
plant was added.193 The State Brickworks at Byford 
was closed by its new owners in 1964, but the 
Armadale site continues operating to the present, 
having changed hands several times (currently 
owned by Austral Brick). Austral also operates 
brickworks at Cardup.194

Planning began in the latter 1960s for a residential 
subdivision at Westfield, west of Kelmscott. The Shire 
initially approached the State Housing Commission 
(SHC) in 1965 asking it to create a residential estate, 
but zoning issues prevented the idea progressing. 

192 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.420-422
193 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.310-313
194 Menck & Carrick, Brickworks Railway Bridge (fmr) – 
Conservation Plan, 2012, pp.39, 50

Aerial images of Armadale looking north along 
South Western Highway, 1970

Source: State Library of Western Australia
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Subsequently privately developed by the General 
Agency Company, the first residences were completed 
in 1969. 

As the development company ran its own British 
migration scheme, many residents of Westfield 
were new arrivals from Britain.195 In 1972-1973, over 
270 government homes reported as constructed at 
Kelmscott were mostly within Westfield.196 Public 
transport was poor and services limited, such that 
by 1977 the suburb featured in a metropolitan report 
on disadvantage in low-income housing. As the land 
had been a lake before being drained for farming, 
flooding was a constant problem. Waist-deep water 
flowed through Westfield in 1987, after which greater 
drainage was implemented.197

Smaller subdivisions also occurred, such as Landall 
Construction Company’s 1967 development of 236 
residential lots east of the railway near the later 
Challis station and the Shire’s release of 50 lots in 
Forrestdale around the same time. Drainage of 
low-lying land was an ongoing problem, as suburbs 
increasingly expanded into swampy areas previously 
avoided. The former Derry Na Sura vineyard, being 
on the scarp, did not suffer these problems when 
subdivided as the residential estate Mount Nasura 
from 1978.198

The State Housing Commission (SHC) in the latter 
1960s increasingly erected blocks of flats within its 
government housing estates. Armadale was one of 
the first areas where three- or four-storey SHC flats 
were constructed (1968).199 Government housing in 
the shire previously had been freestanding single 
residences. 

195 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.309-310, 232, 329-
333
196 Menck, Clare, government housing research notes (2015), 
based on State Housing Commission annual reports 1947-1986 and Depart-
ment of Housing property listings May 2014
197 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp. 329-333
198 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.324-328
199 Menck, A Thematic History of Government Housing in Western 
Australia, 2014, pp.180-183

The 1968 development to house 100 families 
in flats, duplexes and townhouses was greeted 
uneasily by the Shire Council, who felt the density 
would overwhelm services, but the SHC claimed 
it was a financial necessity.200 The SHC intended 
its walk-up flats to accommodate young families. 
They were built as part of an international trend 
towards increasing densities of government 
housing, with an express philosophy of improving 
services through economies of scale and creating 
communities by housing people in close proximity, 
and a thinly-veiled motivation of reducing costs. 
Within a decade these flats were associated with 
social problems and became stigmatised.201

Armadale-Kelmscott councillors complained by 
the early 1970s that the SHC was ‘plonking down’ 
too many residences without ensuring appropriate 
services. Many SHC tenants were ‘deserted wives’ 
and concerns were raised about social problems 
in communities comprised largely of single-parent 
families. The SHC countered that its rental properties 
were primarily intended for low-income working 
families, for whom Armadale was an excellent 
location because of its commutable proximity to 
industrial, commercial and transport centres.202 
However, by the 1980s government housing had 
largely transitioned from accommodating low-
income workers to housing welfare recipients.203

Government housing for Aboriginal people became 
more readily available in the 1960s through the 
‘transitional housing scheme’. Based on assimilation 
policies, it was intended as a progression towards 
eligibility for conventional public housing. Although 
the scheme officially began in 1953, until 1959 it 
only provided rudimentary shelters at Aboriginal 
reserves and it was the mid-1960s before other 
options were widely constructed.204 

200 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, p.325
201 Menck, A Thematic History of Government Housing in West-
ern Australia, 2014, pp.180-183
202 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, p.327
203 Menck, A Thematic History of Government Housing in 
Western Australia, 2014, pp.180-183
204 Menck, A Thematic History of Government Housing in 
Western Australia, 2014. P.366-370
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In 1965, some members of Armadale-Kelmscott 
Shire reacted negatively to calls to adopt transitional 
housing within its boundaries, claiming Aboriginal 
people had not lived permanently in the district since 
colonisation and providing housing would attract 
them from a wide area. 

However, others acknowledged that fifty Aboriginal 
people, more than half of them children, had been 
recorded living in the district in the early 1960s. 
The Shire eventually agreed to accept transitional 
housing, provided State and Federal governments 
funded and maintained it.205

In the 1970s, a new government housing estate was 
laid out at Armadale along Neerigen Brook, reflecting 
some elements of Radburn design philosophies 
popular at the time, which emphasised pedestrian-
linked cul-de-sacs and public open spaces. 
Government land within the estate was set aside for a 
kindergarten, part of a program to improve services in 
new public housing estates. The SHC constructed 450 
residences in Armadale through the decade, including 
multi-unit complexes.206 By the mid-1980s, both 
Kelmscott and Armadale had significant government 
housing stock. Armadale in particular had one of the 
largest concentrations of government housing in the 
metropolitan area designated for Aboriginal families, 
matched only by Girrawheen and Cullacabardee 
Aboriginal Community.207 The transitional housing 
scheme had been replaced in the 1970s by provision 
of mainstream government housing for Aboriginal 
people.208 Employment initiatives supported by the 
Shire in the 1970s, such as the Regional Employment 
Development Scheme, had attracted more Aboriginal 
families to settle in the district.209 In the late 1980s, 
Brookdale was subdivided and Seville Grove 
developed, both with significant SHC involvement

205 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, p.302
206 Menck, A Thematic History of Government Housing in Western 
Australia, 2014, pp.191-194, 197, 199
207 Menck, government housing research notes (2015)
208 Menck, A Thematic History of Government Housing in Western 
Australia, 2014, pp.372-374
209 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, p.302

By the late 1960s, Armadale-Kelmscott had the 
fastest population grown in Australia, doubling 
between 1966 and 1971 and reaching 25,823 by 
1976 – up from 7,840 ten years earlier. Byford 
remained predominantly rural while its northern 
neighbours moved towards residential suburbs. 

In 1977, Byford transferred to Serpentine-
Jarrahdale Shire, seen by residents as a better fit 
for its character and rateable land value. Armadale, 
due to its increased population, was designated a 
Town rather than Shire from 1979, with ‘Kelmscott’ 
dropped from the name, and promoted to City in 
1985.210

Increasing population allowed commercial 
precincts to expand. Armadale’s Jull Street was 
already the commercial hub of the shire by the 
1960s, with a range of specialty stores. Armadale 
Cooperative Society Shop closed in 1966 after over 
fifty years trading. Tom the Cheap, already present 
in Armadale for several years, opened the district’s 
first large self-service supermarket in the former Co-
op building later the same year. Integrated shopping 
centres emerged across Perth’s suburbs through 
the 1960s. Kelmscott Village (1969), Armadale 
Square (1972) and Roleystone Shopping Centre 
(1973) were constructed as part of this trend, each 
including a supermarket. Kelmscott Village burnt 
down in 1976, with a replacement built on the site 
within six months. Armadale Square was built in the 
mid-1980s and Jull Street Mall opened in 1992.211

The first Red Rooster store in Western Australia 
opened at Kelmscott in 1972, in the early days of 
fast food in the state. Owned by the Kailis family, 
Red Rooster was the first Western Australian-
owned fast food chain.212 McDonalds opened a 
store in Jull Street, Armadale, in 1985, three years 
after establishing in the state.213

210 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.341-344, 347, 
358
211 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.318-321; Menck, 
A Thematic History of Western Australia, 2018; Palassis, City of Armadale 
MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
212 Menck, A Thematic History of Western Australia, 2018
213 City of Armadale, ‘Timeline Since Settlement’, 2018
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Markwell Traders, located in Jull Street, initiated the 
first local community newspaper in 1970, Armadale 
News, later Armadale-Gosnells Comment News, then 
Comment News.214 Along with most other community 
newspapers, Comment News was purchased by 
News Limited-owned Community Newspapers Group 
in the mid-1980s.215 The Examiner, an independent 
local newspaper, began distribution in 1989, 
expanding though the 1990s to have editions for 
Armadale, Serpentine, Gosnells and Canning.216

Organised youth activities began in the early 1960s 
as the increasing number of teens raised concerns 
at potential antisocial behaviour. Kelmscott formed a 
community youth club from 1959 and a YMCA branch 
opened at Armadale in 1963, offering gymnastics 
classes from the following year. Armadale Youth 
Council formed in 1969, by which time there were 
around 90 youth, sporting and community service 
groups in the district.217

New schools were built to accommodate the booming 
population, including Kingsley (1969), Westfield 
(1970), Neerigen Brook (1971), Connell Avenue, later 
Clifton Hills (1972), Challis (1974), Good Shepherd 
Catholic (1977), Forrestdale (1978), Gwynne Park 
(1978) and Grovelands (1979). Senior high schools 
opened at Kelmscott (1973) and Cecil Andrews/ 
West Armadale (1980), and Roleystone District High 
School commenced 1983. Southern Hills Christian 
College Bedfordale (1980), Dale Christian School 
Armadale (1983), John Wollaston Anglican College 
Kelmscott (1988) and the Reformed Church’s John 
Calvin schools network (at Kelmscott from 1983) also 
eventually catered for K-12.218 

214 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, p.318
215 Menck, A Thematic History of Western Australia, 2018
216 Examiner Newspapers (website), ‘About’, http://www.yourlocal-
examiner.com.au/about/ accessed 6 June 2018
217 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.287-293
218 Dale Christian School (website), https://www.dalecs.wa.edu.
au/about-us/ accessed 24 May 2018; Southern Hills Christian College 
(website), http://www.southernhills.wa.edu.au accessed 25 May 2018; 
Association of Independent Schools WA (website), https://www.ais.wa.edu.
au/school-details/11976 accessed 25 May 2018; Kingsley Primary School 
(website) http://www.kingsleyps.wa.edu.au/ accessed 25 May 2018; Carter 
& Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.377-379; City of Armadale, ‘Timeline 
Since Settlement’, 2018

In 1986, arsonists caused destructive fires at 
Challis, Roleystone and Armadale primary schools. 
Deliberately-lit fire again damaged school buildings 
in 1992 (Clifton Hills). The same year, children at 
Rushton Park primary school witnessed a police 
helicopter crash and burst into flames on their oval, 
although all on board escaped.219

Armadale-Kelmscott Memorial Hospital opened in 
Kelmscott in 1964 with 36 beds. The earlier Church 
Street facility continued to be used for maternity 
services until a 32-bed maternity wing was added 
at Kelmscott in 1971. Several other additions were 
made to the hospital in the 1970s, including a 
children’s ward, emergency department, psycho-
geriatric unit, aged care restorative unit, mental 
health unit and community health centre.220 The 
Armadale hospital was one of several large regional 
hospitals constructed during the 1960s as part of a 
state-wide program to improve health services.221 
From 1958 to 1984, Armadale-Kelmscott hospital 
was under the charge of Matron Olive Galliers, 
including through the transfer from old to new 
facilities.222 Galliers received a British Empire Medal 
in 1979 for her services to the local community.223

Residents had long organised themselves into 
volunteer bushfire brigades, using Roads Board 
equipment based at members’ properties. A central 
brigade was finally formed in 1961 (Armadale 
Voluntary Fire Brigade) with a purpose-built fire 
station opening in 1963.224 A Meals-on-Wheels and 
St Johns Ambulance Centre were also established  
in 1961. 

219 City of Armadale, ‘Timeline Since Settlement’, 2018
220 Government of WA East Metropolitan Health Service, ‘Histo-
ry’, 2018
221 Menck, A Thematic History of Western Australia, 2018
222 City of Armadale, ‘Armadale Road and Locality Names’, 2012, 
pp.42. 67
223 State Library WA, ‘Galliers, Olive Rose (1919-2010)’, 
collection notes for MN3013 Acc 8633A, http://slwa.wa.gov.au/pdf/mn/
mn3001_3500/mn3013.pdf
224 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.274-276
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Armadale (1972) and Kelmscott (1978) libraries each 
moved to new premises and a third branch library 
opened at Westfield (later Seville Grove) in 1990.225

Long-overdue road realignment through 1973 
improved the intersection near Narrogin Inn, where 
Armadale and South West Highways diverged.226 
The Shire organised its own deep sewerage system 
through the 1960s, as poor drainage in the area 
made septic systems unsustainable for a large 
population.227 A civic centre, including new shire 
offices, opened at Armadale in 1967,228 with a larger 
administrative centre opened at Minnawarra Park 
in 1985. Wungong Dam was completed in 1979, 
expanding the metropolitan water supply.229

In 1963, the first New Age community in the state 
opened at Bedfordale. Shalom, home of the Universal 
Brotherhood, was part of a growing New Age 
movement in Western Australia through the 1960s 
and 1970s, which often preferred rural locations for 
retreat or community centres.230 Shalom was run 
by Fred and Mary Robinson as a strictly disciplined 
commune, relocating to Balingup in 1975, where the 
Universal Brotherhood later disbanded due to internal 
tensions.231

Some residents of the district were concerned that 
rapid subdivision would result in the area losing its 
character and damaging the environment. Efforts 
through the 1960s attempted to create a wildflower 
sanctuary at Minnawarra Park. Protection of pockets 
of remnant bush was advocated, although often 
unsuccessfully (Eva and Bill Moore Reserve in 
Camillo, one surviving bushland remnant, was later 
named for community members who fought for its 
retention)232. 

225 City of Armadale, ‘Timeline Since Settlement’, 2018; Palassis, 
City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
226 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.319-320
227 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.323-324
228 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.313-314
229 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
230 Menck, A Thematic History of Western Australia, 2018
231 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.348-349
232 City of Armadale, ‘Armadale Road and Locality Names’, 2012, 
p.37

In 1968, Roleystone locals successfully achieved a 
half acre minimum limit on subdivision, to preserve 
the hills’ character. Efforts to ban quarrying, 
prospecting and mining in the hills began in the 
mid-1960s, largely fed by concern at the scenic 
impact along the scarp and environmental damage 
caused by mining. Licences for non-active quarries 
were revoked from 1972, including most of the 30 
quarries in the shire, and new Licences not granted. 
By the 1980s, restrictions on housing development 
along the scarp and creation of a Darling Range 
regional park were being proposed,233 although the 
park was not gazetted until 1996.234 Bungendore 
Park on Bedfordale Road (Mount Richon) was 
declared in 1988.235 In 1990, Forrestdale Lake was 
declared a Wetland of International Importance 
under the Ramsar Convention.236

233 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.339-341, 365-
234 Fowler, Tony, ‘Fate of the Darling Range Regional Park Still 
Unclear’, in Urban Bushland Council WA Inc, The Urban Bush Telegraph, 
Winter 2016, pp.9-10, https://www.bushlandperth.org.au/wp-content/up-
loads/2018/01/ubtaug16.pdf
235 City of Armadale, ‘Timeline Since Settlement’, 2018
236 Maher, Kellie & Davis, Jennifer, ‘Ecological Character De-
scription for the Forrestdale and Thomsons Lakes Ramsar Site’, for 
Department of Environment and Conservation, 2009, https://www.dpaw.
wa.gov.au/images/documents/conservation-management/wetlands/ram-
sar/forrestdale-thomsons-ecd_final-with-disclaimer.pdf

Channelisation at the intersection of Perth-Albany 
Road and Armadale-Manjimup Road, 1973 
Source: State Library of Western Australia
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Locals were also concerned at the loss of historic 
buildings, such as Minnawarra Homestead, 
Armadale, and St Mary of the Valley Anglican Church, 
Kelmscott, demolished 1961 and 1963 respectively. A 
local historical society formed, led by former journalist 
and editor Ivor Birtwistle (also a shire councillor), and 
after much fundraising opened History House in 1976 
to serve as a local museum.237 

The endeavour was supported by the Western 
Australian Museum as part of a program to improve 
municipal museums, begun in 1972.238 Efforts in the 
early 1980s amended road widening plans to 
preserve a cottage on Paradise Farm believed to 
date from the 1850s. In 1987, demolition of Armadale 
Congregational Church c1903 and original c1900 
primary school building, was announced. A community 
effort rescued both buildings, the former through 
salvaging material after a hasty demolition had gone 
ahead, and both were relocated to Minnawarra Park. 
The 1903 signal box at Armadale station, obsolete 
with electrification of the railway, was relocated 
for use as a tourist information centre239 (opened 
1993).240 The City registered the name ‘Heritage 
Country’ to promote itself, highlighting heritage and 
rural character as tourist attractions.241

Tourism ventures with a faux-historic bent also 
emerged in the 1970s, with an Elizabethan Village 
opening in 1977 and Pioneer Village in 1980. Both 
proved popular ‘living history’ tourist attractions, but 
struggled financially. Pioneer Village (sometimes 
Pioneer World) changed hands several times before 
being taken over by an independent primary school.242 
The Elizabethan Village was sold as individual 
buildings, some of which have run as themed bed & 
breakfast accommodation, pub and restaurant.243

237 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.232, 349-353
238 Menck, A Thematic History of Western Australia, 2018
239 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.353-355, 375-376
240 City of Armadale, ‘Timeline Since Settlement’, 2018
241 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
242 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.
243 Duke, Jennifer, ‘Western Australia’s Shakespeare’s birthplace 
replica up for auction’, Domain (website), 13 February 2015, https://www.
domain.com.au/news/western-australias-shakespeares-birthplace-replica-
up-for-auction-20150214-13e575/ ; Sarah M, ‘Elizabethan Village’, Week-
end Notes (website), 17 January 2012 https://www.weekendnotes.com/eliz-
abethan-village/

Pioneer Village, c.1980
Source: State Library of Western Australia
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Gywnne Park was substantially redeveloped through 
the 1970s, with Armadale Recreation Centre opening 
in 1979 (later the Arena). Recreation reserves were 
developed at Frye Park (1968), Westfield (1973), 
followed by Morgan Park (1973), Creyk Park (1974) 
and John Dunn Oval (1974). Kelmscott’s River Road 
reserve was upgraded. The Kelmscott reserve was 
renamed Rushton Park in honour of long-serving local 
MLA Cyril Rushton (also a previous  member and 
shire president), who had served senior Ministerial 
positions including Deputy Premier, and his wife Betty 
Rushton, a shire councillor through the 1980s and 
active community member. Forrestdale golf course 
opened in 1977. Armadale Aquatic Centre opened 
in 1980 after many years agitation and controversy. 
Araluen, which had fallen into disrepair, passed 
through several private owners in the 1980s before 
being acquired by the State government in 1990 for 
a public park, managed by the Araluen Botanic Park 
Foundation.244 

244 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.333-338, 382-
384; Aerial photographs, 1965, 1974, 1977, 1979, 1981, 1983, 1985, 1995, 
2000s, at Landgate Mapviewer; City of Armadale, ‘Timeline Since Settle-
ment’, 2018; Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015); City of 
Armadale, ‘Armadale Road and Locality Names’, 2012, p.87
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In 1996, it was the first (and for many years only) 
place in the City of Armadale entered into the State 
Register of Heritage Places.245

Roleystone Choral and Dramatic Society was 
revived in the latter 1960s and in 1974 became 
Roleystone Theatre, with a permanent home at the 
old Roleystone Hall,246 which was redeveloped as a 
theatre in 1976.247 The association developed into 
a highly successful and acclaimed amateur theatre 
company that continues producing several shows a 
year to the present.248 

245 Heritage Council WA, InHerit (online database), http://inherit.
stateheritage.wa.gov.au/Public/ accessed 26 June 2018
246 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.356-358
247 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
248 Roleystone Theatre Inc (website), https://www.roleystonethe-
atre.com.au/ accessed 24 May 2018
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1990s-2000s

A 1987 report recommended rezoning rural land 
between the City’s urban corridors for residential 
use, including parts of Forrestdale, Brookdale and 
Wungong. After some amendments to include 
industrial and commercial land, rezoning went ahead 
in 1999.249 Residential subdivision of Harrisdale and 
Piara Waters began in 2006,250 with the suburbs 
of Piara Waters, Harrisdale, Hilbert and Haynes 
formally gazetted in 2007.251 Residential development 
and expansion has continued to the present 
[2018]. Harrisdale was a joint-venture between the 
Department of Housing and a private developer. The 
subdivision was intended to incorporate an affordable 
eco-village and retain one-in-nine residences as 
social housing, but neither aim appears to have 
been fulfilled.252 Although part of the City of Armadale 
(formerly northern Forrestdale), Piara Waters and 
Harrisdale were more strongly linked north to Canning 
Vale than east to Armadale.

Lack of a large variety department store or cinema 
complex were identified in the 1990s as factors 
hampering commercial development of Armadale. 
Plans for a major shopping complex were drawn 
in 1996 but stalled when the community protested 
the proposed removal of an ancient jarrah tree for 
the development. Formerly located in the Armadale 
Primary School playground, the tree had been saved 
when shops were extended in the 1980s and was 
believed to be over 400 years old. Despite a night-
time ringbarking in 1997, the tree survives to the 
present, with heritage protection and a surrounding 
carpark. Harvey Norman opened an Armadale store 
in 2003, followed by Grand Cinemas in 2005, the first 
cinema complex in the City. Both were steps towards 
establishing a more comprehensive retail centre. 

249 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.397-398
250 Aerial photographs, 2000-2017, at Landgate Mapviewer
251 City of Armadale, ‘Timeline Since Settlement’, 2018
252 Menck, A Thematic History of Government Housing in Western 
Australia, 2014, pp.270, 275, 285

Armadale Central shopping complex Stage One 
opened in 2008, including a department store 
as desired in the 1990s. It also included a new 
Armadale library (2010), integrating the Birtwistle 
Local Studies collection.253 Kelmscott also received 
a new library (2016), the earlier building having 
been demolished in 2005 to make way for its 
replacement, and the Seville Grove library closed 
for a year in 2018 while major renovations were 
undertaken.254

From the 1990s, the State Housing Commission 
(SHC) launched extensive renewal programs for 
its older housing estates. Flats were demolished 
or remodelled. Housing densities were reduced, 
government rental properties sold and areas 
generally given a face-lift. Armadale was one of 
several areas subject to ‘renewal’ in the mid-1990s. 
However, by 1999 Armadale continued to be listed 
as one of eight remaining large public housing 
estates in the metropolitan area. Further upgrades 
were implemented, including improving community 
facilities. Flats and their adjacent park between 
Devereux and James Street were refurbished, 
older housing was sold and new residences, often 
multi-unit townhouse developments, were erected. 
Westfield was redeveloped by the SHC in the 
early 2000s. It was renamed Camillo in 2008 in 
an attempt to disassociate it from previous public 
housing stigma.255

In 1993, Armadale Domestic Violence Intervention 
Project began, a ground-breaking multi-agency 
response. Initially a pilot program unique in the state, 
it emerged into a model of best-practice imitated 
elsewhere in Australia, coordinating responses to 
family violence across many services.256

253 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.397-401, 410; 
Aerial photographs, 1985-2017, at Landgate Mapviewer
254 City of Armadale, ‘Timeline Since Settlement’, 2018
255 Menck, A Thematic History of Government Housing in 
Western Australia, 2014, pp. 266, 271-272, 277
256 Malcolm, David, ‘10th anniversary Celebration of the 
Armadale Domestic Violence Intervention Project (ADVIP)’, Supreme 
Court WA (website), 28 May 2003, http://www.supremecourt.wa.gov.
au/_files/Domestic%20Violence%20-%20ADVIP.pdf
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The Pilbara mining boom of the 2000s raised house 
prices, putting home-ownership out of reach for 
many lower-income households. The Department of 
Housing (former State Housing Commission) opened 
several new residential subdivisions, some as joint 
ventures with private property developers, offering 
affordable off-the-plan homes to low-income clients 
eligible for targeted low-income housing loans as well 
as government rental housing.257

Armadale had not developed as an integrated 
sub-regional centre as hoped. In 2001, Armadale 
Redevelopment Authority (ARA) was formed, 
beginning work in 2002 and paralleling similar bodies 
formed in 2000 for East Perth, Subiaco, Joondalup 
and Midland. Within a year ARA had launched a 
master plan to rejuvenate the city. Initially responsible 
only for central Armadale, in 2003 ARA’s remit 
expanded to include Wungong urban area, followed 
by Kelmscott town centre (2004) and Forrestdale 
Business Park West (2007). ARA focussed on 
attracting commercial investment.258 Unlike other 
redevelopment authorities, ARA was tasked with 
economic and social development as well as land 
planning.259 In 2012, individual redevelopment 
authorities were combined into the Metropolitan 
Redevelopment Authority (MRA). Armadale continues 
as an MRA revitalisation project to the present, with 
MRA planning control over a substantial portion of 
land within the City. MRA aims for quality design, 
sustainability initiatives and return for investors 
as redevelopment progresses. The Authority has 
had some success in attracting to Armadale both 
commercial and residential investment, assisting 
efforts to create local employment opportunities.260

Forrestdale Business Park was laid out from 2008, 
but take-up was initially slow. From 2012, however, 
building increased and within two years the hub of a 
thriving light industrial zone was established.261 

257 Menck, A Thematic History of Government Housing in Western 
Australia, 2014, pp.277, 291, 503
258 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.401-407
259 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
260 Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority (website), https://www.
mra.wa.gov.au/projects-and-places/armadale accessed 28 May 2018
261 Aerial photographs, 2006-2018, at Landgate Mapviewer

The Park comprises 367 hectares of commercial 
and industrial land and it is anticipated to create 
15,000 jobs when fully developed, with its location 
on major transport routes a significant drawcard.262

The Wungong Urban project plans to develop 1,580 
hectares of semi-rural land into a new residential 
community over approximately 15 years, including a 
town centre, primary and secondary schools, public 
open space, parklands and recreational facilities. It 
has been planned as an environmentally sensitive 
development, including restoration of the Wungong 
River and its wetlands and tributaries, and aims to 
retain a semblance of rural ambiance despite its 
projected 45,000 population.263

Rail services had been contracting since the 
1960s, with the Armadale-Jandakot line closing in 
1964,264 and the Armadale-Byford-Mundijong line 
following in 1976. A 1975 report recommended 
closing metropolitan passenger railways and the 
Perth-Fremantle line closed in 1979. A change of 
government in 1983 reversed transport policies, 
reopened the Fremantle line and began work 
towards electrifying the metropolitan rail network.265 

Full electric service to Armadale operated from 
1991. Significant stations along the Armadale line 
were redeveloped through the 2000s, including 
Armadale (2004) and Kelmscott (2008), and the 
Kingsley station had a name change to "Sherwood", 
also integrating bus terminals.266 Bus services 
were far inferior to rail, largely due to the size and 
scattered dispersal of the population.267 

262 Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority (website), ‘Forrestdale 
Business Park’, https://www.mra.wa.gov.au/projects-and-places/armadale 
accessed 27 June 2018
263 Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority (website), ‘Wungong 
Urban’, https://www.mra.wa.gov.au/projects-and-places/wungong-urban 
accessed 27 June 2018
264 Heritage Council WA, P24580 Armadale to Fremantle Railway 
Line Remnants (database entry), http://inherit.stateheritage.wa.gov.au/
Public/Inventory/Details/2bd854a5-b1d9-47b1-bad6-de4d0ebbf5bd ac-
cessed 24 May 2018
265 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.387-391
266 Public Transport Authority (website), ‘Our history’, http://www.
pta.wa.gov.au/about-us/our-role/our-history accessed 24 May 2018
267 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, p.391
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In June 2018, tenders were called for planning and 
engineering works towards extending the metropolitan 
rail network from Armadale to Byford, and possibly 
Mundijong, as part of the State Government’s 
ambitious Metronet scheme, a key election platform 
in 2017.268

Heavy freight transport continued using Albany 
Highway through Kelmscott and Armadale in the 
1990s, as the proposed Tonkin Highway extension to 
bypass these built up areas stalled. Tonkin Highway 
was finally extended to Thomas Road in 2005, 
improving safety and amenity through Kelmscott 
and Armadale town centres.269 Its completion also 
facilitated development of Forrestdale Business 
Park.270 From 2015, a combined City of Armadale and 
City of Cockburn campaign began lobbying to dual 
Armadale Road, increasingly a peak-hour bottleneck. 
Federal and State governments pledged several 
million dollars,271 and the project was repeatedly an 
election issue before work finally began in 2018.272 
Meanwhile, Denny Avenue in Kelmscott was voted 
the state’s most dangerous road in a 2017 RAC 
community survey, as the combination of level 
crossing, multiple traffic lights and a busy commercial 
centre had resulted in many accidents.273 

In June 2018, the State Government announced 
plans to remove the Denny Avenue level crossing 
altogether and replace it with a road underpass one 
block south at Davis Road.274

268 MetroNet (website), especially ‘Tender announced for Byford 
Railway Extension’ (17 June 2018) http://www.metronet.wa.gov.au/news-in-
fo/news/tender-announced-for-byford-rail-extension and ‘Byford Extension’ 
http://www.metronet.wa.gov.au/projects/byford-extension accessed 26 June 
2018
269 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.391-395
270 Palassis, City of Armadale MHI, 2008 (updated 2015)
271 City of Armadale, ‘Timeline Since Settlement’, 2018; City of Ar-
madale, Review comments on May 2018 draft, received 21 June 2018
272 West Australian (online), ‘Work begins on $145m Armadale 
Road widening’, 7 March 2018, https://thewest.com.au/news/wa/work-be-
gins-on-145m-armadale-road-widening-ng-b88767225z ; Main Roads WA, 
‘Armadale Road Upgrade – Tapper Road to Anstey Road’ (website), https://
project.mainroads.wa.gov.au/home/southmetropolitan/armadalerdupgrade/
Pages/default.aspx accessed 28 May 2018
273 Acott, Kent, ‘Perth’s most dangerous road is just 150 metres 
long’, West Australian (online), 15 February 2017, https://thewest.com.au/
news/wa/short-road-is-was-most-dangerous-ng-b88386046z ; Parliament of 
Western Australia, Parliamentary Debates (Hansard): Legislative Assembly, 
10 September 2015, pp.6118-6120
274 MetroNet (website), ‘Denny Avenue Level Crossing removal 
plans revealed’, 13 June 2018 https://www.metronet.wa.gov.au/news-info/

From 1991, community activism erupted to protest 
a proposed Japanese-sponsored golf course and 
residential estate in Roleystone. Locals feared its 
environmental impact, especially on the Canning 
River, and were concerned for its potential to 
change the character of the valley and increase 
traffic problems. However, the development was 
endorsed and the first land sales at Araluen Country 
Club Golf Estate began in 1994. Once completed, 
the development was generally acknowledged as a 
benefit to the district.275

The community also protested the establishment 
of a liquid waste treatment plant at Brookdale. 
It opened in 1988 and expanded several times 
through the 1990s to store increasingly hazardous 
materials, despite not being Licenced to do so. 
Under increasing pressure, the facility was in 2002 
ordered to cease receiving hazardous waste. It 
continued to operate, however, despite a January 
2003 fire, finally closing late in 2003.276

Environmental concerns held increasing weight into 
the 2000s, and measures to monitor and restrain 
the impact of development were implemented. 
A dieback action group formed at Roleystone 
in 1994. The City of Armadale employed its first 
Environmental Officer in 1999 and a waterways 
restoration project was launched in 2002.277 

Redevelopment planning for Wungong was billed 
as an ‘urban water project’ and designed with 
sustainable living as a key objective.278 

From  2001, the City awarded an annual 
environmental award for community efforts, and in 
2011 Cam Clay won both the environmental award 
and ‘Citizen of the Year’ for his extensive involvement 
with community environmental groups.279 In 2016 the 
City of Armadale renamed part of Reserve 61071, 
Lot 51 Riverside Lane, Seville Grove as the Cam 

news/denny-avenue-level-crossing-removal-plans-revealed
275 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.367-371
276 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.371-373
277 City of Armadale, ‘Timeline Since Settlement’, 2018
278 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.374-375, 408
279 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, p.418; City of 
Armadale, ‘Armadale Road and Locality Names’, 2012, p.20
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Clay Reserve, in acknowledgment to the late Robert 
Cameron Clay’s contribution to the environment.280  
Minnawarra Lake was dredged in 2018 to remove 
sediments accumulated over decades of being 
located centrally within an expanding urban centre.281 
Champion Lakes was found to be increasingly salty, 
prompting various attempts to reduce salinity and 
improve water quality.282

Aboriginal cultural issues were also given increasing 
attention. By the late 20th century, the Aboriginal 
population of the Southwest had recovered to the 
extent that Noongars were again one of the largest 
identifiable Aboriginal populations in Australia, with 
an estimated 35,000 men, women and children 
acknowledging Noongar descent in the 2000s.283 
Despite generations of disruption, Noongar culture 
adapted and survived colonisation. Construction 
of Champion Lakes water sports complex, first 
announced in 1988 but not completed until 2007, 
included extensive consultation with Noongar 
residents regarding the significance of Wright’s Lake 
as a sacred site. An Aboriginal interpretative centre 
(opened 2011) was included in the Champion Lakes 
development. 

An Aboriginal-themed mural was built on Albany 
Highway in 1994, replaced with an updated installation 
in 2003 completed with input from local Aboriginal 
families.284 

280 City of Armadale, 'City renames reserve in honour of the late 
Robert Cameron Clay', at City of Armadale website https://www.armadale.
wa.gov.au/media-releases/city-renames-reserve-honour-late-robert-camer-
on-clay accessed 21 May 2019.
281 City of Armadale, ‘Minnawarra Lake Dredge Project and Land-
scaping’, at City of Armadale website https://www.armadale.wa.gov.au/min-
nawarra-lake-dredge-project-and-landscaping accessed 28 May 2018
282 Shurmer, Jalme, ‘Desalination considered for salty Champion 
Lakes Regatta Centre water’, Community Comment News (online), 21 April 
2017, https://www.communitynews.com.au/comment/news/desalination-
considered-for-salty-champion-lakes-regatta-centre-water/
283 Tan, Monica, ‘Introducing “Noongarpedia” – Australia’s first In-
digenous Wikipedia’, Guardian (online), 2 September 2016, https://www.
theguardian.com/culture/2016/sep/02/ngean-noonar-noongar-is-australias-
first-indigenous-wikipedia-we-want-to-use-our-language
284 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.384, 407-409; 
gresleyabas (website), ‘Champion Lakes Aboriginal Interpretative Centre’, 
https://www.gresleyabas.com.au/champion-lakes/ accessed 7 June 2018

The City also opened the Champion Centre, Seville 
Grove, (2007) as a hub for community agencies 
providing services for Aboriginal people, including 
parenting services, driver training, mental health 
first aid, leadership development, nutrition courses, 
youth development, playgroup, drug and alcohol 
services, and both Yorgum and Muggin Aboriginal 
Corporations.285

In the 2000s, several places were entered into 
the State Register of Heritage Places, including 
Armadale District Hall, Ye Olde Narrogin Inne, Cole's 
Shaft (fmr), William Buckingham’s Homestead, the 
Jarrah Tree in the former Armadale Primary School 
yard (all in 2003), Canning Contour Channel (2004), 
Armadale Brickworks Quarry (fmr) , Armadale State 
Brickworks Dustroom & Machinery Shed and St 
Matthew’s Anglican Church Group (2006), Wirra 
Willa Gardens (2008) and Darjeeling (Roleystone) 
(2014).286 

The government attempted to forcibly reduce the 
number of local governments in Western Australia 
from 30 to 16, announcing in 2013 that Armadale 
was to be merged with Serpentine-Jarrahdale. 
However, after much community protest, and polls 
in several other local government areas in 2015, 
amalgamation plans were abandoned.287 

285 City of Armadale, ‘Timeline Since Settlement’, 2018; City of 
Armadale, ‘Indigenous People’, at City of Armadale website https://www.
armadale.wa.gov.au/indigenous-people accessed 7 June 2018
286 Heritage Council WA, InHerit (online database), http://inherit.
stateheritage.wa.gov.au/Public/ accessed 26 June 2018
287 O’Connor, Andrew, ‘Perth council amalgamation process “on 
hold” as Premier concedes reform agenda failed’, ABC News (online), 10 
February 2015, http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-02-10/council-merg-
ers-on-hold-as-premier-concedes-reform-bid-failed/6083804 ; City of Ar-
madale, ‘Timeline Since Settlement’, 2018

3

74

https://www.armadale.wa.gov.au/media-releases/city-renames-reserve-honour-late-robert-cameron-clay
https://www.armadale.wa.gov.au/media-releases/city-renames-reserve-honour-late-robert-cameron-clay
https://www.armadale.wa.gov.au/media-releases/city-renames-reserve-honour-late-robert-cameron-clay
https://www.armadale.wa.gov.au/minnawarra-lake-dredge-project-and-landscaping
https://www.armadale.wa.gov.au/minnawarra-lake-dredge-project-and-landscaping
https://www.communitynews.com.au/comment/news/desalination-considered-for-salty-champion-lakes-regatta-centre-water/
https://www.communitynews.com.au/comment/news/desalination-considered-for-salty-champion-lakes-regatta-centre-water/
https://www.theguardian.com/culture/2016/sep/02/ngean-noonar-noongar-is-australias-first-indigenous-wikipedia-we-want-to-use-our-language
https://www.theguardian.com/culture/2016/sep/02/ngean-noonar-noongar-is-australias-first-indigenous-wikipedia-we-want-to-use-our-language
https://www.theguardian.com/culture/2016/sep/02/ngean-noonar-noongar-is-australias-first-indigenous-wikipedia-we-want-to-use-our-language
https://www.gresleyabas.com.au/champion-lakes/
https://www.armadale.wa.gov.au/indigenous-people
https://www.armadale.wa.gov.au/indigenous-people
http://inherit.stateheritage.wa.gov.au/Public/
http://inherit.stateheritage.wa.gov.au/Public/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-02-10/council-mergers-on-hold-as-premier-concedes-reform-bid-failed/6083804
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-02-10/council-mergers-on-hold-as-premier-concedes-reform-bid-failed/6083804


Local Heritage Survey - 2019

By the 2000s, several councillors had served over 
twenty years as elected members, including Jeff 
Munn (serving 34 years between 1975 and 2015, re-
elected 2017 for a four-year term), Linton Reynolds 
(1989-2011, including 10.5 years as Mayor), Jim 
Stewart (1989-2009, 2015-2019) and Henry Zelones 
(1989-2019, Mayor since 2011), with Terry Holton 
(1981-1999, 17.5 years), Roger Stubbs (1984-2003, 
including eight years as Mayor) and John Knezevich 
(1991-2009) serving almost as long. Although Council 
remained male-dominated, an increasing number of 
women were elected.288

A community radio station serving Armadale, Gosnells 
and Serpentine-Jarrahdale began broadcasting in 
1998, later renamed Heritage FM.289

The City established a volunteer resource centre 
in 2003 as a hub to encourage local residents into 
volunteer positions. By 2018, over 100 different 
agencies advertised through the centre, with around 
200 positions available at a time.290 Community venues 
were expanded in 2013 when the restored Baker’s 
House opened as a community centre. Spring Into 
Armadale Festival was inaugurated in 2015, followed 
by Armadale Arts Festival (2016) and Armadale 
Writers’ Festival (2017).291 Roleystone Theatre 
building was closed in 2018 due to safety concerns, 
although the company continued to produce shows 
in other local venues while measures to return the 
heritage-listed building to use were planned.292

Kelmscott Pool was closed in 2003, as the City could 
not afford to maintain two aquatic centres in close 
proximity.293 

288 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.421-422; City of 
Armadale, ‘City of Armadale 2015 Local Government election results’, at 
City of Armadale website, 17 October 2015, https://www.armadale.wa.gov.
au/media-releases/city-armadale-2015-local-government-election-results
289 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, p.49
290 City of Armadale, ‘Volunteering’, at City of Armadale website 
https://www.armadale.wa.gov.au/volunteering accessed 25 May 2018
291 City of Armadale, ‘Timeline Since Settlement’, 2018
292 Roleystone Theatre Inc (website), 2018
293 City of Armadale, Minutes of Annual General Meeting of Electors, 
4 December 2003, pp.10-13 https://www.armadale.wa.gov.au/sites/default/
files/assets/documents/council/minutes_-_annual_general_meeting_of_
electors_-_4_december_2003.pdf

The site reopened in 2006 as part of Rushton Park, 
with elements of the pool interpreted for heritage 
purposes. Armadale Aquatic Centre closed in 2017 
for an anticipated 18-month demolition and rebuild, 
although a 2011 children’s water play area was 
retained. Frye Park had its 1970s infrastructure 
replaced with new sporting facilities in 2011, along 
with a pirate-themed playground. 

Orchard Avenue amphitheatre was replaced in 
2012 with a Youth Activity Area, including skate 
park. Piara Waters Pavilion opened in 2015 and 
Harrisdale Pavilion in 2017.294 In 2016, a 15-year 
redevelopment masterplan was approved for 
Gwynne Park, including upgrades to facilities and 
construction of a new link building between the 
Arena and Badminton Centre such that the total 
facility could become a regional headquarters for 
rollersports and badminton.295 

It was one of twelve master plans endorsed 
between 2013 and 2016, covering most of the 
City’s recreational facilities.296

Many new schools have been founded in recent 
decades to cater for the expanding area. The City 
now has 22 primary schools and eight secondary 
schools.297 Carey Baptist College began in what 
would later become Harrisdale in 1998, surrounded 
by farms and remnant bushland.298 Australian 
Christian College opened at Brookdale as a primary 
school in 2009, with plans to expand to secondary 
education.299 The Catholic primary school at 
Armadale (St Francis Xavier) relocated to Hilbert 
in 2005.300 

294 City of Armadale, ‘Timeline Since Settlement’, 2018
295 City of Armadale, ‘Gwynne Park’, at City of Armadale website 
https://www.armadale.wa.gov.au/gwynne-park-1 accessed 23 May 2018
296 City of Armadale, Community Hubs Master Planning 
Initiative, July 2017 https://www.armadale.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/
assets/documents/docs/Community_Development/Community_Hubs_
Executive_Summary.pdf
297 City of Armadale, ‘Community Profile’, at City of Armadale 
website https://www.armadale.wa.gov.au/volunteering accessed 25 May 
2018
298 Carey Baptist College (website), http://www.carey.asn.au 
accessed 25 May 2018
299 Australian Christian College (website), https://darlingdowns.
acc.edu.au/index.html accessed 25 May 2018
300 Catholic Education WA, ‘Xavier Catholic School’, 2018
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A new Catholic school opened at Piara Waters in 
2015, initially catering for kindergarten to year two but 
planned to expand gradually to provide schooling up 
to year twelve, reaching high school in 2020.301 

Government primary schools opened in parallel with 
new residential areas.302 After many years lobbying 
for a government high school to serve the rapidly 
growing suburbs, Harrisdale Senior High School 
opened in 2017.303

The presence of several independent Christian high 
schools but no Catholic high school until 2020 is 
somewhat surprising, but indicative of Catholics in 
the City of Armadale representing a smaller portion 
of the population, and non-Catholic Christians a 
larger percentage, than the averages across Greater 
Perth.304 

Many Christian denominations have congregations 
in the City, including Anglican, Baptist, Presbyterian, 
Church of Christ, Apostolic, Uniting, Seventh Day 
Adventist, Dutch Free Reform Church and several 
non-denominational protestant groups.305 A Buddhist 
meditation group has met in various rented premises 
since 1987,306 the Cambodian Buddhist Society 
established temple Wat Dhammayanaram at 
Kelmscott in 2007307 and more recently the Vishrant 
Buddhist Society opened Restful Waters retreat 
centre at Bedfordale.308 

301 St John Bosco College (website), ‘About Us’, http://www.
stjohnbosco.wa.edu.au/about.html accessed 27 June 2018
302 Aerial photographs, 1985, 1995, 2000s, at Landgate Mapviewer
303 Harrisdale Senior High School (website), https://harrisdaleshs.
wa.edu.au/about-us/vision-mission-values/ accessed 25 May 2018
304 Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2016 Census QuickStats, http://
www.abs.gov.au/websitedbs/D3310114.nsf/Home/2016%20QuickStats 
accessed 25 May 2018.
Note: Christians as a whole were reported at the 2016 census as 48.5% of 
the City’s population, less than the 49.7% average across Greater Perth or 
55.5% across WA as a whole.
305 Yellow Pages (online), search for ‘Churches, Temples & 
Mosques – Armadale WA’, https://www.yellowpages.com.au/find/churches-
temples-mosques/armadale-wa accessed 7 June 2018
306 Buddhist Society of Western Australia (website), ‘Our locations’, 
https://bswa.org/our-locations/ accessed 7 June 2018
307 Buddhist Council of Western Australia admin, ‘Cambodian 
Buddhist Society Re-dedication Ceremony’, Buddhist Council of Western 
Australia (website), 8 July 2010, http://www.wa.buddhistcouncil.org.au/
home/cambodian-buddhist-society-re-dedication-ceremony/
308 Restful Waters (website), https://www.restfulwaters.org/ 

In 2017, a mosque opened in buildings at former 
Pioneer World.309

Rocksgate Winery began planting vines at 
Bedfordale in 2001, the first commercial vineyard 
in the district since the mid-twentieth century.310 It 
was part of a trend towards boutique wineries and 
wine tourism emerging in Western Australia at the 
time.311 

Many horse-related businesses continued to 
operate in the district, including agistment, riding 
schools and pony clubs, especially around 
Wungong.312 

Short stay accommodation options flourished, 
particularly in the hills and properties with a rural 
outlook, marketing both the area’s proximity to 
Perth and its removal from city life.313

Roleystone had over $1 million earmarked in 2008 
for a revitalisation project, to boost the tired town 
centre.314 A bushfire devastated parts of Roleystone 
and Kelmscott in February 2011, started by sparks 
from an angle-grinder. Although summer fires 
had long been part of life in the district, this was 
the worst fire remembered since colonisation. 
Seventy-one homes were destroyed and 31 badly 
damaged. Remarkably, no human lives were lost. 
The community rallied to support fire victims and 
the City of Armadale gave substantial assistance.315

accessed 7 June 2018
309 Hossain, Farid, ‘First Juma at Armadale Mosque’, at 
Australasian Muslim Times (online), 4 Jan 2017, http://www.amust.com.
au/2017/01/first-juma-at-armadale-mosque/
310 Rocksgate Winery (website), http://www.rocksgatewinery.
com accessed 23 May 2018
311 Menck, A Thematic History of Western Australia, 2018
312 Yellow Pages (online), search for ‘Horse - Armadale’, ac-
cessed 7 June 2018
313 Perth Hills Armadale (website), ‘Armadale Accommodation’, 
https://www.visitarmadale.com.au/accommodation accessed 7 June 
2018
314 City of Armadale, ‘Timeline Since Settlement’, 2018
315 Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.411-414
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The district came to national attention in 2015 when 
long-serving Federal MP Don Randall (Liberal) died 
suddenly, triggering a by-election in the electorate 
of Canning that was widely viewed as a test of Tony 
Abbott’s increasingly unpopular prime ministership, 
leading to him visiting the electorate during the 
election campaign. 
Although Randall had held the seat by a large 
margin, polls anticipating a significant swing away 
from the Liberals were a factor in Malcolm Turnbull 
successfully challenging Abbott for the leadership just 
days before the by-election. 

Liberal candidate Andrew Hastie was elected, by 
which time Malcolm Turnbull was prime minister.316 
The following year, a new Federal electorate of Burt 
was formed, taking in many of the newer residential 
areas of the City.317

Shopping facilities for the developing suburbs of 
Harrisdale and Piara Waters were limited, with 
residents mostly accessing shops outside the City in 
Southern River or Canning Vale. The 2016 opening 
of Harrisdale Shopping Centre, centrally located 
between Harrisdale in Piara Waters, significantly 
improved retail services for the area.318

Armadale now hosts district offices for many 
government departments or service agencies, 
including Department of Housing, Disability Services, 
Child Protection & Family Support, Magistrates 
Court, Family Violence Service, Mental Health and 
Aboriginal community services. Much-discussed 
plans for a district police station, however, were still 
only a government promise in 2018, albeit a budgeted 
one anticipated for delivery by 2021.319 

316 Wahlquist, Calla, ‘Canning postal votes show change in Lib-
eral leadership did not help Hastie’, Guardian (online), 22 September 
2015/ amended 23 September 2015, https://www.theguardian.com/austra-
lia-news/2015/sep/22/canning-postal-votes-show-change-in-liberal-leader-
ship-did-not-help-andrew-hastie
317 City of Armadale, ‘Timeline Since Settlement’, 2018
318 City of Armadale, ‘Timeline Since Settlement’, 2018
319 Hondros, Nathan, ‘Armadale police and justice complex one step 
closer’, WAtoday (online), 3 May 2018, https://www.watoday.com.au/politics/
western-australia/armadale-police-and-justice-complex-one-step-closer-
20180503-p4zd4f.html

Locals had for some years called for a greater 
police presence in the area, which comes under the 
Cannington police district.320 The police station was 
made a 24/7 facility in mid-2017. A site between 
Thomas Street and Third Road was selected for 
a new combined courthouse and police complex, 
with construction planned to begin in 2019.321

The proposed combined justice facility is one 
element of ongoing efforts to revitalise the city 
centre. The City constructed a four-storey office 
building (Orchard House), designed to attract 
government and not-for-profit tenants and create 
local jobs. 

Opening   in late 2014, Orchard House accommodates 
City administrative staff, a large Department of 
Community Services office, and several smaller 
tenancies, and in 2015 won a national award for 
infrastructure proven to be a catalyst for economic 
development, jobs or community connection.322 
Further multistorey developments are planned for 
the city centre to complement Orchard House.323 
In 2018, the City began conservation works and 
an extension at heritage-listed Armadale District 
Hall.324 MRA was also progressing plans for ‘City 
Centre West of Railway’ precinct, a proposed high-
density residential and mixed-use redevelopment 
of a triangular 10.84 hectares bounded by Green 
Avenue, Forrest Road and Fifth Road.325

320 Buti, Tony, ‘Armadale is too big to be policed by Cannington’, 
WAtoday (online), 27 May 2013 https://www.smh.com.au/opinion/arma-
dale-is-too-big-to-be-policed-by-cannington-20130527-2n5z0.html
321 Department of Justice (website), ‘Armadale Courthouse and 
Police Complex’, http://www.department.dotag.wa.gov.au/A/armadale-
courthouse-police-complex.aspx?uid=5591-2516-2857-9941 accessed 
26 June 2018; Findlay, Cam, ‘New police complex coming soon’, Examiner 
Newspapers (online), 3 May 2018, http://www.yourlocalexaminer.com.au/
new-police-complex-coming-soon/
322 City of Armadale, ‘Orchard House now at full capacity’, 12 
October 2015, https://www.armadale.wa.gov.au/media-releases/orchard-
house-now-full-capacity ; City of Armadale, ‘Armadale’s Orchard House 
wins top honour at NGAA Awards’, 16 November 2015, https://www.
armadale.wa.gov.au/media-releases/armadales-orchard-house-wins-
top-honour-ngaa-awards
323 City of Armadale, Review comments on May 2018 draft, re-
ceived 21 June 2018
324 City of Armadale, ‘Armadale District Hall Conservation and 
Extension’, at City of Armadale website https://www.armadale.wa.gov.
au/armadale-district-hall-conservation-and-extension accessed 26 June 
2018
325 MW Urban, City Centre West of Railway Precinct Structure 
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Planning for Armadale sits within the State 
Government’s 2018 Perth and Peel @ 3.5million 
strategy to accommodate 3.5 million people in 
Greater Perth by 2050. The plan anticipates an 
additional 800,000 new homes over thirty years, 
with at least 380,000 constructed as infill rather than 
suburban expansion, and sets a target of 15,020 
infill dwellings for the City of Armadale. Hilbert and 
Haynes, already zoned for residential subdivision 
but largely undeveloped to date, are slated to be 
fully active as residential areas by 2031. Land west 
of Tonkin Highway (including Forrestdale Lake) is 
largely planned as open space, with a proposed 
industrial area in the southeast corner, near the 
Tonkin Highway-Rowley Road intersection. South of 
Rowley Road, in neighbouring Serpentine-Jarrahdale, 
proposed zoning remains rural-residential. 

The plan designates Armadale as one of ten ‘Strategic 
Centres’, acknowledging that Cannington functions 
as a second Strategic Centre within the former 
Southeast Corridor. Improved public transport access 
to the Armadale City Centre was identified as vital for 
expanding and diversifying employment opportunities 
as the City’s strategic regional role increases. Perth 
and Peel @ 3.5million anticipates a population of 
160,510 for the City of Armadale by 2050, in 64,910 
dwellings.326

At the 2016 census, the City of Armadale recorded 
a population of 79,602 in 31,848 residences, mostly 
separate free-standing residences with three or 
more bedrooms. Over 80% of the population lived 
in residential subdivisions on the plain, with 2,852 
people at Bedfordale, 6,634 at Roleystone, 398 at 
Karragullen, and 4,955 in the residential areas on 
the scarp at Mount Nasura and Mount Richon. There 
were 2,029 Aboriginal people (2.5%), lower than 
both the national and state averages but significantly 
higher than the average across greater Perth. 

Plan, prepared for Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority, June 2016, http://
cdn.mra.wa.gov.au/production/documents-media/documents/armadale/
armadale/west-of-railway/file/city-centre-west-of-railway-structure-plan
326 Western Australian Planning Commission (website), ‘Perth and 
Peel @ 3.5million’, https://www.planning.wa.gov.au/10586.aspx accessed 
27 June 2018; Western Australian Planning Commission, South Metropolitan 
Peel Sub-regional Planning Framework, Department of Planning, Lands 
and Heritage, Government of Western Australia, March 2018, https://
www.planning.wa.gov.au/dop_pub_pdf/South_Metro_Peel_Sub_Region_
March2018_v2.pdf

3
The percentage of people born in England (9%) or 
identifying with an English ancestry (29.1%) was 
higher than the state average, which in turn was higher 
than the national average. Indian migrants also made 
up 4.1% of Armadale’s population, more than twice 
the state or national average. Residents of Dutch 
ancestry (3.5%) were three times more common than 
the Australian average, mostly around Armadale and 
Kelmscott, although few were recent arrivals. Smaller 
migrant groups from New Zealand, South Africa 
and the Philippines, all larger in Western Australia 
than other parts of Australia, were also present in 
Armadale at rates above or equal to state averages. 
Karragullen had a high percentage of residents with 
Italian ancestry (15.4%), a trend reflected to a lesser 
extent also in Roleystone.327

In recent years, the City of Armadale has undertaken 
extensive strategic planning intended to guide the City 
for the next decades. Key proposals aim to revitalise 
the city centre, including potentially sinking the 
railway between Armadale Road and Church Avenue 
and expanding both commercial and community 
facilities nearby. Plans also emphasise community 
development, as well as guiding specific areas of 
community life such as youth interests, older residents, 
public arts, libraries, volunteering, digital technology, 
disability access and environmental considerations.328 
In addition, the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority 
has developed guidelines for the areas over which it 
holds planning responsibility.329 

327 Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2016 Census QuickStats, http://
www.abs.gov.au/websitedbs/D3310114.nsf/Home/2016%20QuickStats 
accessed 25 May 2018
328 City of Armadale (website), https://www.armadale.wa.gov.au 
accessed 28 May 2018
329 Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority (website), 2018
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Yellow Pages (online), search for ‘Churches, Temples 
& Mosques – Armadale WA’, https://www.yellowpages.
com.au/find/churches-temples-mosques/armadale-
wa and ‘Horse - Armadale’ https://www.yellowpages.
com.au/search/
listings?clue=Horse&locationClue= Armadale%2C
+WA+6112&lat=&lon= &selectedViewMode=list 
accessed 7 June 2018

Zappelli, Sharon, Heritage Support Officer, 
Department of Planning, Lands & Heritage, email to 
Clare Menck re enquiry about Aboriginal site 3696, 
11 June 2016
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4
Why and How People Settled
Aboriginal occupation
Immigration
Racial contact and interaction
Land allocation and subdivision
Exploration & surveying
Workers
Settlements
Government policy

Occupations
Pastoralism and Farming
Horticulture
Other rural industries
Mining
Timber industry
Domestic activities
Intellectual activities
Commerce
Manufacturing & processing
Hospitality & tourism

Outside Influences
World Wars and other wars
Natural disasters
Depression & boom
Markets
Infrastructure
The Heritage Council of Western Australia’s ‘Heritage 
Themes’ have been used as a basis to develop 
the following list of themes relevant to the City of 
Armadale. 

Outside Influences
World Wars and other wars
Natural disasters
Depression & boom
Markets
Infrastructure
The Heritage Council of Western Australia’s ‘Heritage 
Themes’ have been used as a basis to develop 
the following list of themes relevant to the City of 
Armadale. 

Transport & Communications
River & sea transport
Rail transport
Road transport
Mail services
Newspapers
Telecommunications

Social & Civic Activities
Government & politics
Education
Law & order
Health
Community services & utilities
Sport, recreation & entertainment
Religion
Cultural activities
Community groups & mutual aid
Environmental awareness

People
Aboriginal people
Early settlers
Women
Local heroes
Famous people

THEMATIC FRAMEWORK
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Development Periods

The three main periods of the City’s development 
(after colonisation) are:

1830s-1880s: The district is a remote rural outpost, 
with Kelmscott the small service centre.

1890s-1950s: Armadale emerges as the service hub 
for rural smallholdings, with several towns across the 
district and an increasing range of commercial and 
community services.

1960s-2010s: The district moves from being 
predominantly rural to significantly urban, a regional 
centre within the Perth metropolitan area.
The history of the City prepared for this review of the 
LHS has been analysed in relation to these themes 
and periods. A table showing events of note in each 
period relating to each theme follows.

4
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4
WHY AND HOW PEOPLE SETTLED
Aboriginal 
Occupation

Future City of Armadale 
part of Whadjuk 
Noongar land.

Many Noongar families 
forced onto Moore River 
Native Settlement (esp 
during 1930s Depression) 
but some families continue 
to live locally in camps 
outside townsites.

Aboriginal population 
increases, partly due to 
availability of government 
housing designated for 
Aboriginal families (from 
latter 1960s), with Armadale 
becoming one of the 
metropolitan suburbs with 
a higher concentration of 
Aboriginal residents.

Immigration First colonists arrive 
(1830); small numbers 
follow up to 1880s – 
mostly British origins.

Sponsored migration 
in 1850s brings British 
families to the district.

Program sponsors British 
migration to the district 
(1906-1912).

Soldier and Group 
Settlement Schemes 
(1920s) bring many to 
the district, esp British 
migrants.

Italian immigration from 
the early 1900s boost 
population at Karragullen.

Yugoslav population 
arrives through 1930s (esp 
Roleystone).

Post-WWII migration 
programs bring European 
migrants, esp workers 
improving Canning Contour 
Channel, also Italian 
railway workers; Dutch 
community develops.

1970s migration scheme 
from developers of 
Westfield brings many 
British migrants to the new 
suburb.

1960s into 1970s Armadale 
has the faster growing 
population in Australia, 
more than trebling in ten 
years.

Latter twentieth century 
more diverse migrant 
groups arrive in greater 
numbers, including South 
Africans, Filipinos and 
Indians, but English origins 
continue to dominate, with 
a strong Italian-heritage 
community at Karragullen.

HISTORIC THEMES 1830s-1880s 1890s-1950s 1960s-2010s
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Racial contact and 
interaction

Noongar resistance to 
colonisation met with 
sporadic incidents of 
violence from colonists 
(1830s).

Noongar workers employed 
on farms etc during labour 
shortages (esp each World 
War) but often unemployed 
when labour supply was 
plentiful; often engaged in 
seasonal horticultural work.

Increasing recognition 
of Noongar people as 
traditional owners of the 
land.

Aboriginal interpretative 
centre opens at Champion 
Lakes (2011).

Sister Kate’s Children’s 
Home relocates to 
Roleystone during WWII.

Land allocation and 
subdivision

Large land grants made 
to colonists from 1830; 
most remain absentee-
owned until the 1890s.

Large rural lots subdivided 
from 1890s, creating both 
smaller rural properties, 
and developing residential 
areas.

Subdivision accelerates in 
1900.

Soldier (hills) and Group 
(plains) settlement 
schemes subdivide rural 
land into small holdings.

Former rural land on 
the plains subdivided 
for residential suburbs, 
beginning latter 1960s and 
continuing to the present.

Roleystone adopts 
minimum half acre for 
subdivision (1968) to retain 
‘hills character’.

Town Planning Schemes 
for the district adopted 
from 1973, in line with 
Metropolitan Planning 
Scheme.

Araluen Country Club Golf 
Estate subdivided mid-
1990s.

Plans drafted 2006 to 
subdivide Wungong area 
for residential development, 
although implementation is 
slow.

HISTORIC THEMES 1830s-1880s 1890s-1950s 1960s-2010s
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Exploration & 
surveying

District discovered by 
colonists as part of 
exploration seeking a 
way to cross the Darling 
Range.

Workers Convict construction 
of Albany Road (South 
Western Highway) 
(from 1851) boosts the 
district.

Ex-convicts settle in the 
district, increasing tiny 
population

1890s rail construction 
provides local employment.

Brickworks labourers a 
substantial portion of the 
town population around 
Armadale.

Residents increasingly 
employed outside the 
City as ubiquitous car 
ownership, improved rail, 
and growing commuter rail 
use allow workers to live 
further from their place of 
employment.

Wartime creates labour 
shortages, partially 
addressed by women 
taking on roles previously 
considered ‘men’s work’.

Sustenance labour (1930s) 
used for road construction, 
building Canning Dam and 
Contour Channel.

Settlements Town of Kelmscott 
gazetted, but not 
settled.

Armadale emerges as the 
district’s main town from 
the 1900s.

Residential areas 
subdivided to create small 
towns at Roleystone, 
Kelmscott and Armadale.

Karragullen established 
as an orchard area from 
c.1900 (esp. Illawarra 
Orchard).

New suburbs include 
Forrestdale (rural town 
expanded to suburb 
1967), Westfield (from 
1969, renamed Camillo 
2008), Neerigen Brook, 
infill between Kelmscott & 
Armadale (1970s), Mount 
Nasura (1978), Seville 
Grove, Brookdale (late 
1980s), Piara Waters, 
Harrisdale (2006), Haynes, 
Hilbert (2007).

HISTORIC THEMES 1830s-1880s 1890s-1950s 1960s-2010s
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Government policy Granting of large 

land parcels hampers 
development of the 
district, as many remain 
absentee-owned.

Government policies to 
expand agriculture assists 
district’s development 
1890s-1920s.

Group and Soldier 
Settlement Schemes 
(1920s), pushed by the WA 
government, significant for 
district’s rural development.

Legislation to control 
Aboriginal lives (esp  
Aborigines Act) removes 
or restricts local Noongar 
families.

Provision of large numbers 
of government rental 
houses in the district from 
the latter 1960s attracts 
many new residents and 
expands the population; 
also associated with stigma 
and social problems.

Armadale earmarked as 
a regional centre in 1970 
Corridor Plan for Perth, but 
given little State funding 
to support this intent until 
2000s, when Armadale 
Redevelopment Authority 
(ARA, 2001, later part of 
Metropolitan RA) began 
improvements to create 
a viable central hub and 
suburban amenities to 
improve liveability.
Rezoning of rural buffers 
(1999) allows expansion of 
residential subdivision.

Government housing 
renewal projects upgrade 
former SHC estates and 
reduce concentrations of 
government rental housing 
(2000s).

TRANSPORT & COMMUNICATIONS
River and sea 
transport

Kelmscott sited adjacent 
to Canning River to 
facilitate river transport, 
but river proves un-
navigable much of the 
year.

HISTORIC THEMES 1830s-1880s 1890s-1950s 1960s-2010s
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Rail transport Opening of Perth-Bunbury 

railway (1893) radically 
reduces the district’s 
isolation, boosting 
development.

Rail links Karragullen north 
through Kalamunda (1912-
1949).

Armadale-Jandakot-
Fremantle rail line operates 
(1907-1964).

Freight moves from rail 
to road, with freight lines 
closed.

Passenger rail increases 
in importance, facilitating 
residential development as 
dormitory suburbs for city 
workers.

Perth-Armadale railway 
electrified (1991). Use 
increases, with station 
upgrades through the 2000s 
including creating combined 
rail-bus terminals (Armadale 
2004, Kelmscott 2008).

Road transport Perth-Albany road the 
colony’s most important 
regional road, bringing 
travellers through the 
district.

Sandy soil means few 
local roads, and those 
poorly made, despite 
pedestrian or horse 
transport being the only 
viable transport in the 
region.

Roads gradually improve 
as motor vehicles become 
more common, particularly 
after Kelmscott Roads 
Board formed in 1894, 
although rail dominates 
until the 1930s.

Weekend tourists include 
many cyclists and 
recreational motorists; hills 
roads gradually improved 
to accommodate day-
trippers.

Highways through the 
district long-standing points 
of contention, requiring 
upgrades to keep locals 
safe as through-traffic 
increases.

Intersection of Albany and 
South West Highways a 
particularly troublesome 
intersection. 

Tonkin Highway extension 
to Thomas Road (2005) 
relocates traffic away from 
Kelmscott and Armadale 
town centres, especially 
much heavy freight.

Bus service develops from 
1920s and taxis from 1946.

Work begins to dual 
Armadale Road (2018).

Mail services Perth-Albany mail 
service includes stop at 
Armadale (1850s-1889).

Post & Telegraph office 
opens (1894, Kelmscott; 
1898, Armadale).

HISTORIC THEMES 1830s-1880s 1890s-1950s 1960s-2010s
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Newspapers Local newspapers 

Comment News (1970) and 
Examiner (1989) founded.

Telecommunications Radio and telephone 
becomes available (1920s).

Heritage FM community 
radio station begins 
broadcasting (1998).

All aspects of life 
increasingly dependent 
on internet (introduced 
commercially 1993).

OCCUPATIONS
Pastoralism and 
farming

Farming the main local 
industry; in early years 
more pastoralism, 
developing into more 
settled agriculture.

First 20 yrs farming 
attempts end with 
colonists leaving the 
district; from late 1840s 
some longer-lasting 
properties established 
eg Paradise Farm, 
Wungong.

Farms reduce in size, 
mostly becoming small 
holdings.

Dairying increases through 
1920s under targeted 
government programs.

Barley grown to supply 
Perth breweries.

Small holdings on the plans 
increasingly subdivided for 
suburbs.

Horticulture Grapes and fruit trees 
planted as part of 
mixed farms, mostly for 
subsistence of farming 
families.

First vineyard and 
winery: Salters’, 
Kelmscott, 1887.

Marsh family at 
Paradise Farm the first 
substantial local orchard 
(1860s).

Orchards and vineyards 
planted from 1890s 
(vineyards largely defunct 
by 1940s); district becomes 
prominent horticultural 
area.

Group Settlement (1920s) 
expands orchard district 
around Roleystone

Hills areas consolidate as 
orchards, supplying much of 
greater Perth.

Rocksgate Winery 
(Bedfordale, 2001) returns 
commercial vineyards to the 
district.

HISTORIC THEMES 1830s-1880s 1890s-1950s 1960s-2010s
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Other rural 
industries

Horse breeding (Mead 
family from 1848, also 
others) supplying British 
army in India.

Small holdings develop, 
including poultry.

Horse breeding, training 
and agistment a feature of 
remaining non-horticultural 
rural areas (esp. Wungong).

Mining First attempt at mining 
in WA (Cole’s Shaft, 
1846-1850, lead and 
copper).

Quarrying commences 
(1850s), especially for 
brick-making.

Roads Board develops blue 
metal quarry (1920s) for its 
own road building; several 
quarries operate in the 
district.

Efforts from 1960s to ban 
quarrying, mining and 
prospecting, due to concern 
at scenic and environmental 
impact along the scarp.

Licences for non-active 
quarries revoked 1972, and 
new Licences not issued, 
winding down quarrying as 
a local industry.

Timber industry Buckinghams’ timber 
mill (Roleystone, 1866) 
facilitates local timber 
industry; industry 
increases through 
1880s.

Farmers supplement 
income carting 
sandalwood from east 
of the Darling Range.

Depression slows 
local timber industry, 
which never returns to 
prominence.

Domestic activities Small number of 
homesteads built, along 
with farm workers’ 
cottages. Mostly simple 
construction with local 
materials eg adobe, 
wattle & daub, pug.

Residential development 
mostly modest homes, 
often constructed of timber.

Statewide housing shortage 
by the 1940s, with many 
living in temporary or make-
shift accommodation during 
post-war building materials/ 
labour shortages.

Post-WWII some houses 
designed, funded and/or 
owned by State Housing 
Commission (SHC)

SHC builds substantial 
number of homes through 
the district, especially in 
new subdivisions, leading to 
overall similarity in housing 
styles, mostly simple and 
small, often (1960s-1970s) 
brick veneer. SHC flats 
built from latter 1960s, later 
(1980s) superseded by 
townhouses.

HISTORIC THEMES 1830s-1880s 1890s-1950s 1960s-2010s
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2000s housing much larger 
but on smaller blocks, 
allowing smaller gardens 
and overall denser feel to 
streetscapes.

Double brick and tile 
standard from 1980s.

Intellectual activities History House Museum 
opens (1976).

Successful campaign to 
save historic jarrah tree 
(1976-1977).

Increased interest in local 
history through 1980s leads 
to salvage of Armadale 
school and Congregational 
church and relocation to 
Minnawarra Park.

Commerce Roadside stalls 
develop along Albany 
Road (South Western 
Highway).

First shop for the district 
opens at Kelmscott (1895).

By 1900, Armadale the 
commercial centre, with 
several specialist stores.

Armadale Co-op supplies 
wide range of goods (1915-
1965), along with specialist 
local stores in each town 
(butcher, baker, etc).

Tom the Cheap opens 
first large self-serve 
supermarket (Armadale, 
1966, after co-op closes).

Integrated  centres open at 
Kelmscott (1969), Armadale 
(1972), Roleystone (1973), 
Harrisdale (2016).

Kelmscott shopping centre 
destroyed by fire (1976, 
replaced same year).

Fast food outlets begin 
with WA’s first Red Rooster 
(Kelmscott, 1972); others 
follow, esp along Albany 
Highway.

HISTORIC THEMES 1830s-1880s 1890s-1950s 1960s-2010s
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New Armadale Shopping 
Centre (1984) expanded 
(2008-2010) as the main 
commercial hub for the City; 
Jull Street Mall created 
1992.

Manufacturing and 
processing

Joseph Batt’s water 
mill (1850) allows local 
manufacture of flour.

Brick making begins 
(small scale compared 
to later operations).

Timber milling from 
1866.

Mass brick production 
begins 1900.

Armadale Brickworks 
(1901, closed 1930), 
Byford State Brickworks 
(1915) and Armadale State 
Brickworks (1952) become 
key local employers 
(closed completely 
during Depression and 
substantially during WWII).

State Brickworks privatised 
(1961); Byford plant closed 
1964, Armadale continues 
to the present (currently 
Austral Brick, also operating 
at Cardup).

Land subdivided for light 
industry from mid-1960s, 
but take-up slow.

Forrestdale Business Park 
developed as light industrial 
area (subdivided 2004, 
development ongoing).

Hospitality and 
tourism

Narrogin Inn developed 
from 1850s to serve 
Albany Road (South 
Western Highway) 
travellers, especially 
mail coaches.

District becomes popular 
for weekend picnics, 
daytrips and short stays, 
with hotels and cafes 
developed.

Dams become tourist 
attractions, both during and 
after construction; Lady 
McNess Drive constructed 
(1937) as a tourist drive 
associated with Canning 
Dam.

Araluen (1930s) becomes a 
tourist attraction.

Faux-historic tourist 
attractions developed 
(Elizabethan Village, 1977; 
Pioneer World, 1980), both 
closing in the 1990s.

Tourist information centre 
opens (Armadale, 1993) in 
relocated railway signal box
Short-stay accommodation 
options flourish (eg. 
B&Bs), esp in the hills 
and properties with rural 
outlooks.

4
HISTORIC THEMES 1830s-1880s 1890s-1950s 1960s-2010s
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SOCIAL & CIVIC ACTIVITIES
Government and 
politics

District included in 
Canning and Murray 
Roads Boards when 
RBs form in 1871, 
neither of which give 
the outlying area much 
attention.

Kelmscott Roads Board 
established (1894), from 
1903 based at Armadale 
and renamed Armadale-
Kelmscott RB; much rivalry 
between Armadale and 
Kelmscott in administering 
the municipality.

Roads Board becomes 
Shire of Armadale-
Kelmscott (1961), then 
Town of Armadale (1979) 
and City of Armadale (1985) 
as population grows.

Shire administration 
facilities progressively 
upgraded.

Byford transfers to 
Serpentine-Jarrahdale Shire 
(1977) as it is predominantly 
rural while Armadale is 
increasingly suburban.

Federal by-election (2015) 
draws national attention.

Education Kelmscott School opens 
(1882), using the church 
building until the latter 
1890s.

Several schools open in 
latter 1890s/ early 1900s, 
also 1920s for Group/ 
Soldier Settlement areas.

High school offered at 
Armadale from 1953, with 
purpose-built High School 
opening 1956 to serve wide 
region of hills communities, 
plains agricultural areas 
and southern metropolitan 
suburbs.

Migrant children increase 
local school populations 
in 1950s; Catholic school 
opens at Karragullen (1956, 
largely Italian community); 
Dutch Reform school opens 
at Armadale (1957).

Many new schools built to 
cater for rapid population 
growth, including several 
independent Christian 
schools.

Government primary 
schools especially 
expanded through 1970s, 
with private primary schools 
following through 1980s; 
Government high schools: 
Kelmscott SHS (1973), 
Cecil Andrews SHS (1980), 
Roleystone DHS (1983), 
Harrisdale SHS (2017).

Arsonists damage schools 
at Challis, Roleystone, 
Armadale (1986) and Clifton 
Hills (1992).

4
HISTORIC THEMES 1830s-1880s 1890s-1950s 1960s-2010s
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By 2018, 22 primary 
schools and 8 secondary 
schools in the City.

Law and order Barracks at Kelmscott 
(1830-1844).

Police station at 
Kelmscott (1860).

Police premises at 
Kelmscott upgraded (1897); 
police at Armadale (one 
officer) in rented residence 
until 1952 station built.

Community calls for greater 
police presence result in 
promises of a District Police 
Station by 2021.

Armadale a regional centre 
for the justice system, with 
Magistrates and Family 
court operating.

Health European diseases 
cause large loss of 
life among Aboriginal 
communities.

Infant mortality high.

Colonial population 
isolated from medical 
services, but also from 
spread of disease.

Domestic-scale maternity 
homes or cottage hospitals 
the main district health 
care, supplemented 
from 1929 by Roads-
Board-sponsored private 
Armadale Hospital, public 
from 1946 and expanded 
1957. Named Armadale 
Kelmscott Memorial 
Hospital.

Latter-1930s local 
vaccination program by 
Dr Carl Streich successful 
in nearly eliminating 
diphtheria in the district; 
polio vaccinations 1955 
also quickly effective.

Infant health clinics 
open (Kelmscott, 1940; 
Armadale, 1949); infant 
mortality declines.

Armadale-Kelmscott 
Memorial Hospital opens 
(1964) as major regional 
hospital, expanded 
successively over ensuing 
decades.

St Johns Ambulance centre 
opens (1961, Armadale).

Health services expand 
to meet needs of growing 
population, including 
doctors practising at many 
medical centres.

4
HISTORIC THEMES 1830s-1880s 1890s-1950s 1960s-2010s
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Community services 
and utilities

Basic services develop 
for all towns in the district, 
beginning with community 
halls (mostly 1890s).

Deep sewerage system 
implemented through the 
1960s.

Utilities expanded in parallel 
with residential subdivision, 
with services increasingly 
laid on prior to lots being 
sold.

Utilities from around 1910, 
esp water (1910), sanitary 
depot (c.1910), kerosene 
street lighting (1911), 
electricity (from 1924, 
most areas latter 1940s), 
telephone (1925).

Many services duplicated at 
Armadale and Kelmscott as 
part of long-running rivalry 
between the two towns.

Minnawarra purchased 
(1958) for future community 
centre.

Sport, recreation 
and entertainment

Sports clubs form from 
latter 1890s, esp in first 
decade of 20th century, 
although facilities remain 
basic until 1950s (simple 
playing fields).

Agricultural shows founded 
at Kelmscott (1897), 
Roleystone (1925), Byford 
(1926).

Sporting facilities opened 
or improved esp 1970s, 
upgrades implemented 
2010s, along with new 
facilities for new suburbs.

Armadale Aquatic Centre 
opens (1980), eventually 
replacing Kelmscott pool 
(closed 2003).

Araluen sold by YAL (1985) 
and eventually purchased 
by government as a public 
park (1990).

4
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Children’s playgrounds 
erected from 1954
Kelmscott Swimming 
Pool opens (1957), prior 
to which river swimming 
holes, with some 
improvements, served as 
local swimming pools.

Minnawarra Park created 
(late 1980s-early 1990s).

Champion Lakes water 
sports complex opens 
(2007).

Religion St Mary’s Anglican 
Church (Kelmscott, 
1871) the district’s first 
public building and only 
church through this 
period.

Congregational Church 
opens at both Armadale 
(1903) and Kelmscott 
(1905).

Anglican Church opens at 
Armadale (1904).

Catholic church opens at 
Armadale (1912)

Wungong (1913), with 
services also to serve 
the Italian community of 
Roleystone-Karragullen.

Dutch Free Reformed 
Church begin meeting in 
1951 in Wungong.

Universal Brotherhood 
establishes Shalom 
community at Bedfordale 
(1963-1975).

Religious expression 
diversifies, especially 
congregations of many 
Christian denominations 
and, more recently Buddhist 
and Muslim meeting places.

Cultural activities Mechanics Institute 
(Kelmscott) and Library 
(Armadale), both opened 
1897, provide limited 
books and cultural 
activities; Literary society at 
Karragullen (1915); public 
subscription library at 
Kelmscott (1920).

Roleystone Theatre re-
forms (latter 1960s) and 
operates continually to the 
present as a respected 
amateur company, from 
1976 based at redeveloped 
Roleystone Hall (now 
Theatre).

4
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Interwar years particularly 
see local cultural groups 
form, including the 
precursor to long-running 
Roleystone Theatre (1933), 
and several music groups.

Open-air cinema (1948, 
Roleystone), followed by 
drive-in (1957).

Libraries (opened 1958 and 
1960) expanded at both 
Kelmscott (1978, 2016) and 
Armadale (1972 , 2010), 
and new library added 
at Seville Grove (1990, 
upgraded 2018).

Aboriginal mural project 
(1994, updated 2003).

Grand Cinema complex 
opens (Armadale, 2005).

Several cultural festivals 
inaugurated (2015-2017).

Armadale Film Festival.

Community groups 
and mutual aid

Boy Scouts form (1909), 
also Girl Guides (1937).

Both World Wars see large 
local efforts in fundraising 
and endeavours to support 
war effort, especially by 
women.
Community service 
organisations form in 
response to 1930s 
Depression.

YAL establishes Araluen 
from 1930, becoming a 
popular youth activities and 
camping centre.

Dale Cottages (retirement 
homes) opens (1959).

Volunteer fire brigades 
consolidate, with Armadale 
base (1961).

Services and organised 
social groups for young 
people develop (from 
1960s).

Armadale Domestic 
Violence Intervention 
Project launched (1993).

Volunteer Resources Centre 
established (2003).

Champion Centre (2007) 
established as Aboriginal 
service hub.

4
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Environmental 
awareness

Efforts from the 1950s to 
protect roadside trees.

Drainage supervisor 
appointed 1959 to address 
rising water table.

Increasing community 
concern at loss of native 
bushland. Armadale Wild 
Flower Society formed 
1961.

Bungendore Park declared 
(1988, Bedfordale), Darling 
Range Regional Park 
gazetted (1996).

1960s attempts to create 
wildflower reserve at 
Minnawarra Park.

Community opposition to 
Bedfordale Liquid Waste 
plant (opened 1988) 
eventually lead to its closure 
(2003).

Forrestdale Lake 
recognised as a Ramsar 
wetland of international 
significance (1990).

Dieback Action Group forms 
(Roleystone, 1994).

City employs Environmental 
Officer from 1999.

Waterways restoration 
project launched (2002).

4
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OUTSIDE INFLUENCES
World Wars and 
other wars

Both World Wars 
enthusiastically supported 
in the district.

War memorial at Armadale 
(1916) one of the earliest 
in WA. Further memorials 
at Armadale and Kelmscott 
(1919-1921).

Natural disasters Destructive wind storms 
(1934, 1937).

Drought (1938, 1939).

Floods (1926, 1940, 1945).

Significant flooding of 
suburban areas built 
on former swamps (esp 
Westfield, 1987), leads 
to greater attention to 
drainage.

Flooding in Roleystone 
(1992).

Roleystone bushfires 
(2011).

Depression & boom Depressed economy 
prior to 1850s, esp 
labour shortages, 
hamper district’s 
development.

1890s gold boom boosts 
colony’s economy, 
including Armadale district 
– creates demand for fresh 
food and timber, district’s 
main products.

Depression causes local 
unemployment (approx 
1930-1933), closes 
brickworks; also brings 
sustenance workers to the 
area for construction of 
Canning Dam.

Pilbara mining boom 
(2000s) rapidly increases 
housing prices, creating 
demand for lower-cost 
houses in new outer 
suburbs such as Piara 
Waters & Harrisdale; 
high housing prices see 
many City residents under 
significant mortgage stress 
or priced out of home 
ownership.

4
HISTORIC THEMES 1830s-1880s 1890s-1950s 1960s-2010s
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Markets Transport difficulties 
cut the area off from 
markets, hampering 
development.
Albany Road (South 
Western Highway) 
opens markets for eg 
wheat, meat, wool, but 
dairy products or fruit 
spoil before reaching 
market due to poor road 
quality.

Rail transport enables 
fresh produce to reach 
Perth markets, facilitating 
horticultural expansion.

Fremantle-Jandakot-
Armadale railway provides 
access to port, and 
therefore wider markets.

4
HISTORIC THEMES 1830s-1880s 1890s-1950s 1960s-2010s
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Infrastructure Convict labour and 
funds construct Perth-
Albany (South Western 
Highway) road through 
the district (1850s).

Several dams constructed 
for metropolitan water 
supply (Churchman’s 
Brook, Wungong Brook, 
Canning Pipehead), 
culminating in Canning 
Dam (constructed 1933-
1940).

Planning schemes for 
greater Perth (developed 
from 1955) identify 
Armadale as a regional 
centre, although it is the 
2000s before significant 
investment develops 
infrastructure to reflect this 
regional role.

Wungong Dam opens 
(1979) to supplement Metro 
supply.

PEOPLE
Aboriginal people Midgeroo, Yagan, and 

their families.
Hume, Hart, Malarkey and 
Nannup (Noongar families) 
remain in the district as 
many others are forced out.

Early settlers Captain Ellis (killed 
1834) tries to establish 
Kelmscott.

Robert & Ann Stewart 
farm at Kelmscott 
1841-c.1856; Armstrong 
brothers (1844), 
replaced by Hall family 
(1847).

First Italian and Slavic 
families begin fruit growing 
at Karragullen/ Roleystone.

4
HISTORIC THEMES 1830s-1880s 1890s-1950s 1960s-2010s
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Batt, Buckingham, 
Henry Martin, Marsh, 
Saw, Gibb, Liddelow, 
Allen, Fancote and 
Cockram families 
arrive 1850s; Stevens, 
Hamersely, Jesse 
Martin (1860s), Salter, 
Butcher, Pridmore 
(1870s).

Thomas Saw (Narrogin 
Inn, from 1856).

Women Women heavily involved 
in farm work as well as 
domestic tasks.

Women move into 
manual labouring jobs 
during wartime, including 
Australian Women’s Land 
Army agricultural workers 
(WWII).

Women increasingly enter 
paid employment across all 
careers.

Women first elected to Shire 
Council in 1967.

Local heroes Martin Jull active in the 
district from 1893, lives 
locally 1903-1910 with wife 
Dr Roberta Jull, prominent 
social activist and 2nd 
female doctor in WA.

Lillian Turner acclaimed as 
a singer.

Simons and Boas, founders 
of YAL and Araluen.

Cyril Rushton: long serving 
MLA with senior positions in 
State government.

Famous people Moondyne Joe lives at 
Kelmscott mid-1860s at 
height of his infamy.

RAAF pilot Phillip Martin 
(Kelmscott) involved in dam 
buster raids over Germany 
during WWII.

Rod Marsh, Graham Marsh, 
Verna Creyk and Joe 
Saunders all reach national 
or international sporting 
achievement.

Vincent Serventy becomes 
one of Australia’s pre-
eminent conservationists.

Molly McGurk wins the 
National ABC Concerto 
Vocal Competition
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5PLACE INDEX

The index provides a comprehensive list of places  
included in the Local Heritage Survey for their values 
and significance in the City of Armadale.

Places in Appendix 1 are curretly located within 
a Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority (MRA) 
jurisdiction. MRA places located within the City of 
Armadale are currently undergoing a process of 
normalisation. As a result, the places will be part of 
the City's jurisdiction. These places are not formally 
included in the Local Heritage Survey but will be 
included once the normalisation process is complete.

Places in Appendix 2 are not formally included in 
the Local Heritage Survey. Appendix 2 contains 
places that are nominated by the community that 
have sufficient historical validity but lack definite 
physical boundaries or remnants to inform potential 
boundaries. Further information could potentially 
lift these places for inclusion in the Local Heritage 
Survey.
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ARMADALE

001 012 00092 Narrogin Inne 7 Albany Highway, 
Armadale

A+ 1  124

002 015 04680 Pioneer Village and Quarry 7 Albany Highway, 
Armadale

D 4 130

003 010 04346 Moreton Bay Fig Tree 24 Aragon Court, 
Armadale

B 2 134

004 031 18964 Dalton’s Racehorse Stable Arch 1256 Armadale 
Road, Armadale

C 3 137

005 014 04675 Oaklands Old Homestead 10 Benjamin 
Street

B 2 141

006 109 04672 The Manse Restaurant 31 Church 
Avenue, Armadale

B 2 145

007 118 04677 Railway Hotel (fmr) 8 Commerce 
Avenue, Armadale

C 3 150

008 110 00093 Masonic Hall 31 Fourth Road, 
Armadale

B 2 157

009 004 04667 Site of First Duplex Cottage at 
Dale Cottages

2 Hobbs Drive, 
Armadale

E 4 162

010 - - Early Government Housing - 7 
John Street

7 John Street, 
Armadale

- 3 168

011 106 03465 Dr Colyer's Residence (fmr) 36 Jull Street, 
Armadale 

B 2 172

012 097 04669 Armadale District Hall 90 Jull Street, 
Armadale

A+ 1  176

013 114 08774 St Matthew's Church 108 Jull Street, 
Armadale

A+ 1  183

014 103 04684 Sugar Gums and Minnawarra 
Park

Orchard Avenue & 
Armadale Road, 
Armadale

A 1 193

015 - - History House Museum 7 Minnawarra 
Historic Precinct, 
Orchard Avenue, 
Armadale

- 3 198

016 099 04666 Armadale Congregational 
Church

127 Jull Street, 
Armadale

A 1 203
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5

017 102 04532 Armadale Primary School (fmr) 127 Jull Street, 
Armadale

A 1 208

018 101 04679 Shire Council Offices (fmr) 145 Jull Street, 
Armadale

B 2 213

019 108 09009 Old Jarrah Tree 206 Jull Street, 
Armadale 

A+ 1  217

020 112 00094 Post Office Building (fmr) 234 Jull Street, 
Armadale

A 1 222

021 021 18960 William Alderson's Residence 27A Lensham 
Place, Armadale

C 3 227

022 098 04673 Armadale Obelisk, Memorial 
Park

Corner Orchard 
Avenue and Jull 
Street

A 1 231

023 100 04673 Memorial Park and Trees Corner Orchard 
Avenue and Jull 
Street

A 1 235

024 104 08774 Anglican Rectory (fmr) 11 Prospect Road, 
Armadale

A+ 1  240

025 111 00095 Roads Board Building (fmr) 23 Prospect Road, 
Armadale

A 1 245

026 005 18957 Dale Lodge No. 107 (fmr) 431 Railway 
Avenue, Armadale

C 3 249

027 118 18958 Gwynne Park 90 Seventh Road, 
Armadale

C 3 253

028 007 04668 Erriton Lodge 208 Seventh 
Road, Armadale

C 3 257

029 - - Townsends Home 60 Sixth Road, 
Armadale

- 3 261

030 011 04663 Muckross Tearoom (fmr) 10 South Western 
Highway, 
Armadale

B 2 265

031 105 15829 Armadale State Brickworks 
(fmr) 

245 South 
Western Highway, 
Armadale

A+ 1  270

032 113 13146 St Francis Xavier Church 10 Third Road, 
Armadale

A 1 280

033 - - Early Government Housing - 3 
William Street

3 William Street, 
Armadale

- 3 284
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5

034 - - Early Government Housing - 8 
William Street

8 William Street, 
Armadale

- 3 288

035 - - Swedish Prefabricated Home 11 William Street, 
Armadale

- 3 292

036 - - Early Government Housing - 23 
William Street

23 William Street, 
Armadale

- 3 295

ASHENDON

037 079 03830 Canning Dam & Quarry (fmr) Lot 348 McNess 
Drive, Ashendon

A 1 299

BEDFORDALE

038 087 04722 Old Coach Road Intersects Albany 
Highway & 
Canning Dam 
Road, Bedfordale

E 4 308

039 027 04692 Paradise Cottage 248 Albany 
Highway, 
Bedfordale

A 1 311

040 025 04691 Elizabethan Village 25 Canns Road, 
Bedfordale

D 4 316

041 028 18962 Weelarra 288 Carradine 
Road, Bedfordale

C 3 320

042 024 18961 Churchman Brook Dam 96 Churchman 
Brook Road, 
Bedfordale

A 1 324

043 002 20079 Armadale Settlers Common 39/63 Observation 
Circuit, Bedfordale

C 3 328

044 023 04690 Adderley's Residence 8 Springfield 
Road, Bedfordale

C 3 334

045 030 18963 Wungong Dam Lot 50 Springfield 
Road, Bedfordale

B 2 337

046 029 04693 Willow Heights 8 Triton Court, 
Bedfordale

B 2 341
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5

FORRESTDALE

047 115 24580 Armadale to Fremantle Railway 
Line & Bridge

Lot 718 Armadale, 
Forrestdale 

A/D/E 2 345

048 032 04403 Forrestdale Lake Lot 459 Forrest 
Road, Forrestdale

A 1 349

KARRAGULLEN

049 084 18982 Hanbury's Stone Barn 22 Cassoti Road, 
Karragullen

B 2 354

050 085 04721 Illawarra Orchard 233 Illawarra 
Road, Karragullen

B 2 358

051 086 18983 Karragullen Hall and Oval 26 Saunders Way, 
Karragullen

D 4 362

KELMSCOTT

052 062 04696 Hugh & Hulda Buckingham's 
Residence (fmr)

2947 Albany 
Highway, 
Kelmscott

B 2 367

053 067 04716 Levi & Alberta Stewart's 
Residence (fmr) 

2953 Albany 
Highway, 
Kelmscott

C 3 371

054 069 04717 Nicholas Uren Residence 16 Armitage Road, 
Kelmscott

B 2 375

055 070 18977 Vera Buckingham's House and 
Shop

2 Armstrong Road, 
Kelmscott

B 2 380

056 - - Goolamrup Reserve Lot 92 & 93 
Goolamrup 
Reserve

- 3 385

057 056 18973 Migrant Park Lot 244 Brookton 
Highway, 
Kelmscott

A 1 390

058 039 04698 Butcher Residence and 
Hospital (fmr) 

24 Brookton 
Highway, 
Kelmscott

B 2 396
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5

059 038 18968 Buckingham Creamery (fmr) 
and Residence

197 Brookton 
Highway, 
Kelmscott

C 2 400

060 060 04213 'Poplar' Homestead & Mill Site 
Cairn

222 Brookton 
Highway, 
Kelmscott

B 2 404

061 044 04695 Stonehaven Lot 181 
Buckingham 
Road, Kelmscott

A 1 413

062 058 04711 Old Gold Mines Lot 263 Canning 
Mills Road, 
Kelmscott

E 4 418

063 055 18972 Metropolitan Water Supply  
'The Yard'

7 Church Street, 
Kelmscott

D 2 422

064 068 18976 Ullyott Residence 18 Church Street, 
Kelmscott

D 4 425

065 049 04707 Kelmscott Scout Hall (fmr) 20 Church Street, 
Kelmscott

B 2 428

066 052 04708 Martin's Cairn 111 Clifton Street, 
Kelmscott

A 1 431

067 051 18970 Lloyd Hughes' Residence 158 Clifton Street, 
Kelmscott

B 2 436

068 043 04701 Fancote Residence 38 Fancote Street, 
Kelmscott

B 2 440

069 054 04709 Merrifield House 30 Merrifield 
House, Kelmscott

B 2 444

070 117 - Weir - (Dam) Canning River 
(accessed from 
2 Mount Street), 
Kelmscott

D 4 448

071 061 18975 Pries Home 44 Mutton Road, 
Kelmscott

C 3 453

072 050 04706 Kelmscott Primary School Site 
and Palm Tree

18 Orlando Street, 
Kelmscott

C 3 456

073 047 04704 Rushton Park 25 Orlando Street, 
Kelmscott

C 2 460

074 063 11613 Rushton Park Obelisk Memorial 25 Orlando Street, 
Kelmscott

A 1 465
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5

075 046 04703 Jesse Hammond's Residence 25 Ottaway Street, 
Kelmscott

B 2 470

076 042 18969 Dr Streich's Residence 37 Railway 
Avenue, Kelmscott

C 3 475

077 053 18971 Martin's Crossing and 
Rosebushes

Lot 501 River 
Road, Kelmscott

B 2 478

078 066 04715 St Mary-In-The-Valley Church 
and Cemetery

4 River Road A 1 483

079 035 18966 Abdullah's Residence 31 River Road, 
Kelmscott

B 2 489

080 071 04697 Walter Butcher's Residence 61 River Road, 
Kelmscott

B 2 494

081 064 04714 Silas Rundle's Residence 67 River Road, 
Kelmscott

C 3 497

082 037 18967 Betsy Buckingham's Property 93 River Road, 
Kelmscott

D 4 501

083 036 04700 Albert Butcher's Residence 104 River Road, 
Kelmscott

B 2 504

084 040 04699 James Butcher's Residence 112 River Road, 
Kelmscott

B 2 507

085 048 00100 Kelmscott Congregational 
Church

17 Rundle Streeet, 
Kelmscott

B 2 511

086 065 16232 Springhill Lot 139 Turner 
Road, Kelmscott

B 2 516

MOUNT NASURA

087 107 17478 Forestry House (fmr) 7 Ecko Road, 
Mount Nasura

B 2 521

088 074 04345 Port Jackson Fig Trees Lot 3860 Henrietta 
Avenue, Mount 
Nasura

A 1 524

089 073 18979 Millar's Timber Trading 
Company Residence

7 Mader Crescent, 
Mount Nasura

C 3 527

090 072 18978 Carrigg Residence 1 Millen Street, 
Mount Nasura

B 2 530

091 022 04686 Wirra Willa Gardens 12 Wangoola 
Terrace, Mount 
Nasura

A+ 1  533
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MOUNT RICHON

092 096 23443 Convict Road & Culvert (fmr) Lot 150 Albany 
Highway, Mount 
Richon

A 1 539

093 - - Narrowlands 91 Burrows 
Retreat, Mount 
Richon

- 3 543

094 019 18959 Richon Vineyards Site Lot 4034 Chateau 
Court, Mount 
Richon

B 3 548

095 001 15743 Armadale Brickworks Quarry 
(fmr) 

Lot 21 Harrison 
Road, Mount 
Richon

A+ 1  552

096 003 15263 Cole's Shaft Lot 49 Summit 
View, Mount 
Richon

A+ 1  558

ROLEYSTONE

097 - Metropolitan Water Supply 
Board Pump House

535 Brookton 
Highway

- 3 564

098 082 03562 Darjeeling 538 Brookton 
Highway, 
Roleystone

A+ 1  568

099 077 18980 Bannow 539 Brookton 
Highway, 
Roleystone

C 3 575

100 092 00101 Roleystone Theatre Hall 587 Brookton 
Highway, 
Roleystone

B 2 578

101 - Domestic Orchard Trees 316 Canning Mills 
& 33 Tower Street, 
Roleystone 

- 4 586

102 076 04718 Bangup 283 Chevin Road, 
Roleystone

B 2 589

103 089 20082 Roley Pool Lot 4697 Collins 
Road, Roleystone

B 2 592
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104 090 00102 Roleystone Community Church 
Hall

1 Croyden Road, 
Roleystone 

B 2 597

105 081 04720 Croyden Court Guesthouse 236 Croyden 
Road, Roleystone

B 2 601

106 075 03277 Araluen Botanic Park 362 Croyden 
Road, Roleystone

A+ 1  605

107 095 03563 William Buckingham's 
Homestead

Lot 701 Heritage 
Drive, Roleystone

A+ 1  616

108 083 20081 First and Second Roleystone 
Primary School Sites

694 Brookton 
Highway, 
Roleystone

E 4 622

109 080 18981 Cross Park 44 Jarrah Road, 
Roleystone

C 3 626

110 041 03709 Canning Contour Channel (fmr) 
and Two Stone Chimneys

Illawarra, 
Roleystone, 
Kelmscott to 
Martin (assessed 
at Lot 50 Canning 
Mills Road), 

A+ 1  630

111 - - Third Stone Chimney Canning 
Contour Channel

Intersection of 
Peet Road and 
Mackie Road

- 1 636

112 091 04723 Roleystone Historic Precinct 2 Soldiers Road, 
Roleystone

B 2 640

113 078 20080 Butcher's Barn Lot 123 Stocker 
Road, Roleystone

C 3 647

114 093 18985 Sparrows Race and Site of First 
Water-Driven Saw Mill

22 Stocker Road, 
Roleystone

E 4 651

115 088 18984 Old Ford Thompson Road, 
Roleystone

C 3 654

116 119 16627 Thomas Buckingham's House 
Ruins

42 and 701 
Thompson Road, 
Roleystone

A 1 657
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WUNGONG

117 006 08775 Dawkin's Place Lot 809 South 
West Highway, 
Wungong

B 2 663

APPENDIX 1

ARMADALE
118 MRA 04681 RSL Hall 1 Commerce 

Avenue, Armadale
2 2 668

119 MRA 14430 Armadale Fire Station 438 Green 
Avenue, Armadale

3 3 673

FORRESTDALE

120 MRA 
033

04694 Haydock's Place 62 Allen Road, 
Forrestdale

2/B 2 679

HAYNES

121 MRA 04670 John Haynes Dairy 474 Eleventh 
Road, Haynes

3 3 683

122 MRA - Maldon 310 Forrest Road, 
Haynes

3 3 688

123 MRA 04664 Gladalan Nursery (fmr) Lot 46 Gray Road, 
Haynes

4 4 692

KELMSCOTT

124 MRA 03479 Old Station Master's Residence 1091 Albany 
Highway, 
Kelmscott

2 1 696

125 MRA - Infant Health Clinic (fmr) 2821 Albany 
Highway, 
Kelmscott

- 4 701

PL
AC

E 
N

O
.

PR
EV

 
N

O
.

IN
H

ER
IT

N
O

. 

PL
AC

E
N

AM
E

LO
C

AT
IO

N
 

PR
EV

IO
U

S
C

AT
EG

O
R

Y

C
U

R
R

EN
T 

C
AT

EG
O

R
Y

ST
AT

E 
R

EG
IS

TE
R

PA
G

E
N

O
.

5

114



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

WUNGONG

126 MRA - 175 Eleventh Road, Wungong 175 Eleventh 
Road, Wungong

- 3 705

127 MRA - Nissen Hut 20-24 Gull Street, 
Wungong 

- 3 710

128 MRA - Site of Wungong Congregational 
Mission Hall

1442 Rowley 
Road, Wungong

4 4 714

APPENDIX 2

FORRESTDALE

129 - - Wartime Petrol Storage Track 629 Forrest Road, 
Forrestdale

- - - 719

KELMSCOTT

130 - - Alexander Buckingham's Water 
Mill (fmr) 

125 Buckingham 
Road, Kelmscott

- - - 723

131 - - Site of Barracks (fmr) Lot 25 & 26 (107-
111) Clifton Street, 
Kelmscott

- - - 727

132 - - Gilwell Scoutmasters Training 
Ground

Dyer Street, 
Kelmscott

- - - 730

ROLEYSTONE

133 - - Henry Martin's Garden (fmr) Lot 3932 Heritage 
Drive, Roleystone

- - - 735

134 - - Leicester Orchard 115 Urch Road, 
Roleystone

- - - 739
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Place by Management Category

CURRENT 
CATEGORY

PLACE
NAME

LOCATION PLACE 
NO.

PREV 
NO.

PREVIOUS
CATEGORY

1 Narrogin Inne 7 Albany Highway, 
Armadale

001 012 A

1 Armadale District Hall 90 Jull Street, Armadale 012 097 A+
1 St Matthew's Church 108 Jull Street, Armadale 013 114 A+
1 Sugar Gums and 

Minnawarra Park
Orchard Avenue & 
Armadale Road, Armadale

014 103 A

1 Armadale Congregational 
Church

127 Jull Street, Armadale 016 099 A

1 Armadale Primary School 
(fmr) 

127 Jull Street, Armadale 017 102 A

1 Old Jarrah Tree 206 Jull Street, Armadale 019 108 A+
1 Post Office Building (fmr) 234 Jull Street, Armadale 020 112 A
1 Armadale Obelisk, 

Memorial Park
Corner Orchard Avenue 
and Jull Street

022 098 A

1 Memorial Park and Trees Corner Orchard Avenue 
and Jull Street

023 100 A

1 Anglican Rectory (fmr) 11 Prospect Road, 
Armadale

024 104 A+

1 Roads Board Building (fmr) 23 Prospect Road, 
Armadale

025 111 A

1 Armdale State Brickworks 
(fmr) 

245 South South Western 
Highway, Armadale

031 105 A+

1 St Francis Xavier Church 10 Third Road, Armadale 032 113 A
1 Canning Dam & Quarry 

(fmr) 
Lot 348 McNess Drive, 
Ashendon

037 079 A

1 Paradise Cottage 248 Albany Highway, 
Bedfordale

039 027 A

1 Churchman Brook Dam 96 Churchman Brook 
Road, Bedfordale

042 024 A

1 Forrestdale Lake Lot 459 Forrest Road, 
Forrestdale

048 032 A

1 Migrant Park Lot 244 Brookton Highway, 
Kelmscott

057 056 A

1 Stonehaven Lot 181 Buckingham Road, 
Kelmscott

061 044 A

1 Martin's Cairn 111 Clifton Street, 
Kelmscott

066 052 A

1 Rushton Park Obelisk 
Memorial

25 Orlando Street, 
Kelmscott

074 063 A

5
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1 St Mary-In-The-Valley 
Church and Cemetery

4 River Road 078 066 A

1 Port Jackson Fig Trees Lot 3860 Henrietta Avenue, 
Mount Nasura

088 074 A

1 Wirra Willa Gardens 12 Wangoola Terrace, 
Mount Nasura

091 022 A+

1 Convict Road & Culvert 
(fmr) 

Lot 150 Albany Highway, 
Mount Richon

092 096 A

1 Armadale Brickworks 
Quarry (fmr) 

Lot 21 Harrison Road, 
Mount Richon

095 001 A+

1 Cole's Shaft Lot 49 Summit View, Mount 
Richon

096 003 A+

1 Darjeeling 538 Brookton Highway, 
Roleystone

098 082 A

1 Araluen Botanic Park 362 Croyden Road, 
Roleystone

106 075 A+

1 William Buckingham's 
Homestead

Lot 701 Heritage Drive, 
Roleystone

107 095 A+

1 Canning Contour Channel 
(fmr) and Two Stone 
Chimneys

Illawarra, Roleystone, 
Kelmscott to Marting 
(assessed at Lot 50 
Canning Mills Road), 
Kelmscott

110 041 A+

1 Third Stone Chimney 
Canning Contour Channel

Mc Ness Drive, Roleystone 111 - -

1 Thomas Buckingham's 
House Ruins

42 and 701 Thompson 
Road, Roleystone

116 119 A

2 Moreton Bay Fig Tree 24 Aragon Court, Armadale 003 010 B
2 Oaklands Old Homestead 10 Benjamin Street 005 014 B
2 The Manse Restaurant 31 Church Avenue, 

Armadale
006 109 B

2 Masonic Hall 31 Fourth Road, Armadale 008 110 B
2 Dr Colyer's Residence 

(fmr) 
36 Jull Street, Armadale 011 106 B

2 Shire Council Offices (fmr) 145 Jull Street, Armadale 018 101 B
2 Muckross Tearoom (fmr) 10 South Western Highway, 

Armadale
030 011 B

2 Wungong Dam Lot 50 Springfield Road, 
Bedfordale

045 030 B

2 Willow Heights 8 Triton Court, Bedfordale 046 029 B
2 Armadale to Fremantle 

Railway Line & Bridge
Lot 718 Armadale, 
Forrestdale 

047 115 A/D/E

CURRENT 
CATEGORY

PLACE
NAME

LOCATION PLACE 
NO.

PREV 
NO.

PREVIOUS
CATEGORY
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2 Hanbury's Stone Barn 22 Cassoti Road, 
Karragullen

049 084 B

2 Illawarra Orchard 233 Illawarra Road, 
Karragullen

050 085 B

2 Hugh & Hulda 
Buckingham's Residence

2947 Albany Highway, 
Kelmscott

052 062 B

2 Nicholas Uren Residence 16 Armitage Road, 
Kelmscott

054 069 B

2 Vera Buckingham's House 
and Shop

2 Armstrong Road, 
Kelmscott

055 070 B

2 Butcher Residence and 
Hospital (fmr) 

24 Brookton Highway, 
Kelmscott

058 039 B

2 Buckingham Creamery 
(fmr) and Residence

197 Brookton Highway, 
Kelmscott

059 038 C

2 'Poplar' Homestead & Mill 
Site Cairn

222 Brookton Highway, 
Kelmscott

060 060 B

2 Metropolitan Water Supply 
'The Yard'

7 Church Street, Kelmscott 063 055 D

2 Kelmscott Scout Hall (fmr) 20 Church Street, 
Kelmscott

065 049 B

2 Lloyd Hughes' Residence 158 Clifton Street, 
Kelmscott

067 051 B

2 Fancote Residence 38 Fancote Street, 
Kelmscott

068 043 B

2 Merrifield House 30 Merrifield House, 
Kelmscott

069 054 B

2 Rushton Park 25 Orlando Street, 
Kelmscott

073 047 C

2 Jesse Hammond's 
Residence

25 Ottaway Street, 
Kelmscott

075 046 B

2 Martin's Crossing and 
Rosebushes

Lot 501 River Road, 
Kelmscott

077 053 B

2 Abdullah's Residence 31 River Road, Kelmscott 079 035 B
2 Walter Butcher's 

Residence
61 River Road, Kelmscott 080 071 B

2 Albert Butcher's Residence 104 River Road, Kelmscott 083 036 B
2 James Butcher's 

Residence
112 River Road, Kelmscott 084 040 B

2 Kelmscott Congregational 
Church

17 Rundle Streeet, 
Kelmscott

085 048 B

2 Springhill Lot 139 Turner Road, 
Kelmscott

086 065 B

CURRENT 
CATEGORY

PLACE
NAME

LOCATION PLACE 
NO.

PREV 
NO.

PREVIOUS
CATEGORY
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2 Forestry House (fmr) 7 Ecko Road, Mount 
Nasura

087 107 B

2 Carrigg Residence 1 Millen Street, Mount 
Nasura

090 072 B

2 Roleystone Theatre Hall 587 Brookton Highway, 
Roleystone

100 092 B

2 Bangup 283 Chevin Road, 
Roleystone

102 076 B

2 Roley Pool Lot 4697 Collins Road, 
Roleystone

103 089 B

2 Roleystone Community 
Church Hall

1 Croyden Road, 
Roleystone 

104 090 B

2 Croyden Court Guesthouse 236 Croyden Road, 
Roleystone

105 081 B

2 Roleystone Historic 
Precinct

2 Soldiers Road, 
Roleystone

112 091 B

2 Dawkin's Place Lot 809 South West 
Highway, Wungong

117 006 B

3 Dalton’s Racehorse Stable 
Arch

1256 Armadale Road, 
Armadale

004 031 C

3 Railway Hotel (fmr) 8 Commerce Avenue, 
Armadale

007 118 C

3 Early Government Housing 
- 7 John Street

7 John Street, Armadale 010 - -

3 History House Museum 7 Minnawarra Historic 
Precinct, Orchard Avenue, 
Armadale

015 - -

3 William Alderson's 
Residence

27A Lensham Place, 
Armadale

021 021 C

3 Dale Lodge No. 107 (fmr) 431 Railway Avenue, 
Armadale

026 005 C

3 Gwynne Park 90 Seventh Road, 
Armadale

027 118 C

3 Erriton Lodge 208 Seventh Road, 
Armadale

028 007 C

3 Townsends Home 60 Sixth Road, Armadale 029 - -
3 Early Government Housing 

- 3 William Street
3 William Street, Armadale 033 - -

3 Early Government Housing 
- 8 William Street

8 William Street, Armadale 034 - -

3 Swedish Prefabricated 
Home

11 William Street, Armadale 035 - -

CURRENT 
CATEGORY

PLACE
NAME

LOCATION PLACE 
NO.

PREV 
NO.

PREVIOUS
CATEGORY
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3 Early Government Housing 
- 23 William Street

23 William Street, 
Armadale

036 - -

3 Weelarra 288 Carradine Road, 
Bedfordale

041 028 C

3 Armadale Settlers 
Common

39/63 Observation Circuit, 
Bedfordale

043 002 C

3 Adderley's Residence 8 Springfield Road, 
Bedfordale

044 023 C

3 Levi & Alberta Stewart's 
Residence (fmr) 

2953 Albany Highway, 
Kelmscott

053 067 C

3 Goolamrup Reserve Lot 92 & 93 Goolamrup 
Reserve

056 - -

3 Pries Home 44 Mutton Road, Kelmscott 071 061 C
3 Kelmscott Primary School 

Site and Palm Tree
18 Orlando Street, 
Kelmscott

072 050 C

3 Dr Streich's Residence 37 Railway Avenue, 
Kelmscott

076 042 C

3 Silas Rundle's Residence 67 River Road, Kelmscott 081 064 C
3 Millar's Timber Trading 

Company Residence
7 Mader Crescent, Mount 
Nasura

089 073 C

3 Narrowlands 91 Burrows Retreat, Mount 
Richon

093 - -

3 Richon Vineyards Site Lot 4034 Chateau Court, 
Mount Richon

094 019 B

3 Metropolitan Water Supply 
Board Pump House

535 Brookton Highway 097 - -

3 Bannow 539 Brookton Highway, 
Roleystone

099 077 C

3 Cross Park 44 Jarrah Road, 
Roleystone

109 080 C

3 Butcher's Barn Lot 123 Stocker Road, 
Roleystone

113 078 C

3 Old Ford Thompson Road, 
Roleystone

115 088 C

4 Pioneer Village & Quarry 7 Albany Highway, 
Armadale

002 015 D

4 Site of First Duplex 
Cottage at Dale Cottages

2 Hobbs Drive, Armadale 009 004 E

4 Old Coach Road Intersects Albany Highway 
& Canning Dam Road, 
Bedfordale

038 087 E

CURRENT 
CATEGORY

PLACE
NAME

LOCATION PLACE 
NO.

PREV 
NO.

PREVIOUS
CATEGORY
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4 Elizabethan Village 25 Canns Road, 
Bedfordale

040 025 D

4 Karragullen Hall and Oval 26 Saunders Way, 
Karragullen

051 086 D

4 Old Gold Mines Lot 263 Canning Mills 
Road, Kelmscott

062 058 E

4 Ullyott Residence 18 Church Street, 
Kelmscott

064 068 D

4 Weir - (Dam) Canning River (accessed 
from 2 Mount Street), 
Kelmscott

070 117 D

4 Betsy Buckingham's 
Residence

93 River Road, Kelmscott 082 037 D

4 Domestic Orchard Trees 316 Canning Mills & 33 
Tower Street, Roleystone 

101 - -

4 First and Second 
Roleystone Primary School 
Sites

694 Brookton Highway, 
Roleystone

108 083 E

4 Sparrows Race and Site of 
First Water-Driven Saw Mill

22 Stocker Road, 
Roleystone

114 093 E

APPENDIX 1 - MRA Jurisdiction Places

2 RSL Hall 1 Commerce Avenue, 
Armadale

- MRA 2

2 Haydock's Place 62 Allen Road, Forrestdale - MRA/
033

2/B

CURRENT 
CATEGORY

PLACE
NAME

LOCATION PLACE 
NO.

PREV 
NO.

PREVIOUS
CATEGORY
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1 Old Station Master's 
Residence

1091 Albany Highway, 
Kelmscott

- MRA 2

3 Armadale Fire Station 438 Green Avenue, 
Armadale

- MRA 3

3 Maldon 310 Forrest Road, Haynes - MRA 3
3 John Haynes Dairy 438 Green Avenue, Haynes - MRA 3
3 Wungong Farm 175 Eleventh Road, 

Wungong
- MRA -

3 Nissen Hut 20-24 Gull Street, 
Wungong 

- MRA -

4 Gladalan Nursery (fmr) Lot 46 Gray Road, Haynes - MRA 4
4 Infant Health Clinic (fmr) 2821 Albany Highway, 

Kelmscott
- MRA -

4 Site of Wungong 
Congregational Mission 
Hall

1442 Rowley Road, 
Wungong

- MRA -

APPENDIX 2 - Not formally included in LHS

- Wartime Petrol Storage 
Track

629 Forrest Road, 
Forrestdale

- - -

- Alexander Buckingham's 
Water Mill (fmr) 

125 Buckingham Road, 
Kelmscott

- - -

- Site of Barracks (fmr) Lot 25 (107) Clifton Street, 
Kelmscott

- - -

- Gilwell Scoutmasters 
Training Ground

Dyer Street, Kelmscott - - -

- Henry Martin's Garden 
(fmr) 

Lot 3932 Heritage Drive, 
Roleystone

- - -

- Leicester Orchard 115 Urch Road, Roleystone - - -

CURRENT 
CATEGORY

PLACE
NAME

LOCATION PLACE 
NO.

PREV 
NO.

PREVIOUS
CATEGORY
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Ye Olde Narrogin Inne, Narrogin Hotel
Street Address 7 Albany Hwy
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 948659
Land Information Lot 25 Vol/Folio 197000146

Plan/Diagram S10033
GPS -32.15050253, 116.0240299

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 00092
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings State Register of Heritage Places – Permanent Entry 20/02/2004; National Trust of 

Australia (WA) - 1998; Art Deco Significant Building Survey - 1994

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Commercial - Hotel, Tavern or Inn
Current Use Commercial - Hotel, Tavern or Inn
Other Use -

Previous Place No.:  012
Place No.:  001Narrogin Inne
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1937; 1979-80; 1999
Walls Brick
Roof Marseille tile
Architectural Style Inter-War Old English 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The Narrogin Inn is a prominent building facing Albany Highway. The two-storey building has a gable roof 
of Marseille tiles and face brickwork to the chimney and entry. The building is painted a light yellow colour 
with contrasting green timber posts to the first floor balcony. Patterned brickwork and brick detailing to the 
chimney and entry distinguishes it from the rest of the building. A timber framed two-storey verandah with 
paneled balustrade extends to the west of the gable bay, wrapping around the faceted corner. Mounted 
wrought iron signage to the brickwork reads ‘Ye Olde Narrogin Inne’. The first floor has exposed timber 
rafters with painted rendered walls and casement windows while the first floor balcony is half timbered infilled 
with compressed fibre cement sheeting. 

The building also consists a single-storey drive-in bottleshop (c.1960s), a courtyard alfresco eating area and 
a reception area for the hotel accommodation. The reception area to the east has curved timber bracketed 
awnings to the entry area on face brick. The chimneys are face brick with a hip roof to the south side of the 
first floor. The rear beer garden is also enclosed with a garden wall, and features a large under-cover section 
(1999). 

There are mature trees to the alignment of Albany Highway with one mature tree located outside the Inn. To 
the rear of the building is a car park and motel, with mature plantings supporting the landscape component 
and setting for the building. The front fence has slim line bricks to the top section and standard brick to the 
base. 

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 20/06/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Narrogin Inne was designed by architects Eales, Cohen and Fitzhardinge and built by the Todd Brothers in 
1937 in the Inter-War Old English style.  The building replaced the hotel section of an early single-storey inn, 
originally built in 1856 by Thomas Saw, a farmer in the district near Wungong Brook.  Following improvements 
to the road between Perth and Albany, Saw applied for a wayside Licence for Middleton’s house (as it was 
then known) with his father-in-law, William Gibbs. In the application, the house was described as “Situated 
on the Neerigen Brook at the junction of Albany and Murray Roads about 20 miles from Perth and containing 
1 sitting room and 2 bedrooms exclusive of those required for our own use.”  Saw improved the building 
with single brick walls (the bricks were handmade on site) and a shingle roof.  He named the place Ye Olde 
Narrogin Inne after the district, which was then known as Narrogin for the Narrogin (Neerigen) Brook.

Previous Place No.:  012
Place No.:  001
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Ye Olde Narrogin Inne soon became the first staging post from Perth for the mail cart, replacing the Barracks 
at Kelmscott.  Fresh horses were provided from Paradise Farm (see Place No. 039), two miles further north 
along the Albany Road.  Traffic gradually increased along the Albany Road and small stores selling local 
produce were established around Ye Olde Narrogin Inne, and along the road through to Kelmscott.  Ye Old 
Narrogin Inne established the Armadale area as the commercial centre of the district.

As well as being a popular staging post and wayside hotel, the place also hosted the first meeting of the 
Kelmscott Roads Board in 1894.  The Duke of Gloucester is reputed to have stopped at Ye Olde Narrogin 
Inne on his way to visit Fairbridge Farm in 1933.

Kate Wilkinson purchased Ye Olde Narrogin Inne in 1910 and ran the place until 1919, when Maud Mary 
Kerrigan leased the property.  In 1926, James Samuel Devlin, hotel keeper of the Criterion Hotel in Perth, 
leased the place.  In the 1920s, the place was considered a popular honeymoon venue, not too far out from 
Perth, in a pleasant area that could be reached by a short train journey.

In 1933 the title to Ye Olde Narrogin Inne was acquired by Margaret and William Gaynor.  John Spencer 
Kerbey leased the place from 1934, and his wife Myra was recorded as the Licencee in 1941-42.  In 1947, 
Margaret Gaynor died and the title passed onto her husband.  On his death in 1958, the title passed to Myra 
Kerbey.  Owners of Ye Olde Narrogin Inne from the 1960s-1990s were A.J. Glanville & Company Pty Ltd 
(1966-67), the Swan Brewery Company Ltd (1967-77), Takee Pty Ltd (1977-1982), TVW Enterprises Ltd 
(1982-1993), and Palikar Holdings (1993-1999). 

In 1937, the older western section of Ye Old Narrogin Inne was demolished and a two-storey structure in 
the Inter-War Old English style was built on the site.  The single-storey eastern (1890s) section of the place 
was retained as the accommodation wing. The place underwent refurbishment in 1979-80 as part of the new 
Pioneer Village development.  In 1999, architectural firm Erwin Biemel & Associates was engaged by the 
current owners to upgrade and modernise the facilities.

In June 2001 a Heritage Assessment of the Ye Old Narrogin Inne was prepared by Warwick Broomfield.

Historic Theme Occupations: Hospitality and tourism

Associations • Thomas Saw, Kate Wilkinson, Duke of Gloucester
• Eales, Cohen and Fitzhardinge (1937), Erwin Biemel & Associates 

(1999)

Sources • Heritage Council of WA Register of Heritage Places Permanent Entry
• City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory
• Heritage Council of Western Australia Assessment Documentation, 

#00092 Ye Olde Narrogin Inne, prepared by Irene Sauman, Historian, 
and Alan Kelsall, Kelsall Binet Architects, 20/02/2004)

Previous Place No.:  012
Place No.:  001
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Ye Olde Narrogin Inne, a double storey brick and tile hotel in the Inter-War Old English style, has cultural 
heritage significance for the following reasons:

• the place is situated on a site which has been continuously used as a hotel since at least 1856, and has 
been important to the Western Australian community as one of the early stopping places for coaches, 
and as a venue for socialisation by the local community and travelers from 1856 to the present;

• the place is an outstanding and rare example of a building constructed in the Inter-War Old English style, 
enhanced by consistent stylistic detailing;

• the place is a widely recognised landmark building on the South Western Highway; and,
• the place was designed by architects Eustace Cohen, John B. Fitzhardinge and Joseph Eales of long 

standing firm Eales & Cohen.

Aesthetic Value The place has aesthetic value as an outstanding and rare example of a 
building constructed in the Inter-War Old English style, and exhibits detailing 
consistent with this style including its picturesque asymmetrical form, warm-
coloured face-brickwork and distinctive timber panelling.

With its distinctive building form and prominent location near the intersection 
of Albany Highway and South West Highway, the place is a well-known 
landmark in Armadale.

The place is one of a number of similar buildings dating from the Inter-War 
and Post-War period which are located on the east side of South West 
Highway, in central Armadale.

Historic Value The place is situated on a site at the junction of Albany and South Western 
highways, which has functioned continuously as the site of a hotel since at 
least 1856.  The original inn on the site served mail and passenger coach 
services to Albany and Bunbury prior to the opening of the Great Southern 
(1899) and South Western (1893) railways.

The Duke of Gloucester is believed to have stopped at the place on his way 
to visit Fairbridge Farm in 1933.

The place was closely associated with local farmer and businessman, 
Thomas Saw, who was responsible for the 1856 buildings and the first 
wayside inn licence for the place, and who owned the place until 1910.

Along with the nearby Muckross Tearooms and Kate Wilkinson’s Cottage, 
the place is one of a number of buildings dating from the early 20th 
century associated with Kate Wilkinson, a well-known and respected local 
businesswoman.

Previous Place No.:  012
Place No.:  001
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Scientific Value -

Social Value The place is of significance to the local community as one of the early 
stopping places for coaches, and as a venue for socialisation by the local 
community and travellers from 1856 to the present.

The place is valued by the community as a long-standing social venue and 
landmark.

Rarity -

Representativeness -

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Entry brick detailing.
Source: SCA 20/06/2018

A timber frame two-storey verandah to the north 
wrapping around the faceted corner to the west.
Source: SCA 20/06/2018

Previous Place No.:  012
Place No.:  001
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The reception area to the east with curved timber 
bracketed awnings and face brickwork.
Source: SCA 20/06/2018

The rear beer garden enclosed with a garden wall, 
and features a large under-cover section.
Source: SCA 20/06/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008 Hikers passing the original Narrogin Inn 1932
Source: MPH072 Birtwistle Library, Picture  
Armadale Collection

Narrogin Inn 1942
Source: PH652 Birtwistle Library, Picture Armadale 
Collection

Intersection of Albany Highway and South Western 
Highway 1960
Source: MPH112 Birtwistle Library, Picture 
Armadale  Collection

Previous Place No.:  012
Place No.:  001
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Pioneer World
Street Address 7 Albany Highway
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 948659
Land Information Lot 25-100 Vol/Folio 197000146-50, 197000153, 

197000157, 197000168-71, 197000158-59, 
197000161-62, 197000164-66, 204500872-90, 
279900198, SP1003300000

Plan/Diagram S010033, D077144

GPS -32.15050253, 116.0240299

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04680
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Mining - Other
Current Use Commercial - Shopping Complex
Other Use Educational - Primary School

Place No.:  002
Previous Place No.:  015

Pioneer Village and Quarry
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1970s
Walls Stone, brick, and weatherboard
Roof Corrugated steel, timber shingles
Architectural Style Other Style (Replica Village)

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The precinct comprises of single and double-storey buildings, arranged in an informal layout around an 
internal intersection to create a village. There is a flagpole in the centre of the intersection. 

The buildings are designed to replica Colonial era buildings and incorporate period style detailing including 
timber framed verandahs, bullnose verandahs and timber framed doors and windows. There are also internal 
roadways and plantings to the border of buildings including mature gum trees and remnants of old farm 
machinery. Some common materials used are weatherboard, face brick, corrugated steel, stone, render,  
and timber shingles. The eastern portion of the precinct now functions as a primary school known as The 
Pioneer Village School. 

The overall precinct is well maintained and presents a uniform aesthetic. It is also located on a site with 
sloping vistas that contribute to its setting.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 20/09/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The buildings were designed by architects, Hames Sharley, in the 1970s as part of a major tourist enterprise 
conceived by local businessman George Doukidis.  Along with the Elizabethan Village (Place No. 040), the 
project represented a major investment in tourism in the district and established an emphasis on ‘heritage 
qualities’, to complement some of the older buildings in the locality.  

The 2008 MHI notes the former remains to the quarry located to the rear of the site.

The Pioneer Village School underwent some proposed works between 2010 and 2011. Though not included 
within the boundary of the Pioneer Village Local Heritage Survey listing, the proposed construction of four 
classrooms at the Pioneer Village School were given Planning Approval in January 2010. In July 2010 
a Building Licence was issued for the conversion of Lot 62, 63 and 64 to the Pioneer Village School 
Administration Office. 

Place No.:  002
Previous Place No.:  015
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In March 2011 Planning Approval was granted to the Pioneer Village School for a proposed car park upgrades 
and construction of a drop-off and pick-up point. In December that year Planning Approval was also granted 
to convert two buildings, one on Strata Lot 32 and one on Strata Lot 56, to be used for educational purposes.
According to the proposal, the restaurant on Strata Lot 32 would be converted to a library, after school care 
and offices while the current toilet and store room on Strata Lot 56 would be upgraded to meet disability 
standards.

In the commercial area, a Building Licence was granted in 2012 for a proposed car parking area on Strata Lot 
69. A cafe or shop on Strata Lot 70 was also given Planning Approval. In 2013 a Building Permit was granted 
for signage works on Strata Lot 59.

In 2018 the buildings are predominantly commercial with restaurants and cafes, a spa, a barber, and a 
mosque.

Historic Theme Occupations: Hospitality & tourism
Occupations: Mining

Associations • George Doukidis
• Hames Sharley (Architect)

Sources • City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Pioneer Village and Quarry has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• This place has aesthetic value as a village precinct comprising of a range of faux Colonial buildings 
designed with complementary materials and styles.

• The place has social value as one of the first major commercial tourism sites in the locality.

Management Category 4
Level of Significance Little 

Place No.:  002
Previous Place No.:  015
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Internal roadway, looking from north to south.
Source:SCA 20/09/2018

Face brick facade with lean-to verandah on timber 
posts.
Source: SCA 20/09/2018

Corrugated steel sheet facade with bullnose 
verandah on turned timber posts.
Source: SCA 20/09/2018

Timber weatherboard facade with corrugated steel 
and timber shingles on the roof.
Source: SCA 20/09/2018

Double-storey building with timber decking and 
balcony.
Source: SCA 20/09/2018

Stone and mortar facade with a hip and gable roof 
and corrugated steel bullnose verandah.
Source: SCA 20/09/2018

Place No.:  002
Previous Place No.:  015
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Site of Cullen’s Residence (also known as ‘Sherwood’ and ‘Brookside’)
Street Address 24 Aragon Court
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 343460
Land Information Lot 1 Vol/Folio 263400287

Plan/Diagram S049766
GPS -32.14887147, 116.0129756

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04346
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Tree
Original Use -
Current Use -
Other Use -

Place No.:  003
Previous Place No.:  010

Moreton Bay Fig Tree
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

This Moreton Bay Fig tree (Ficus macro-phylla) is located on the former Brookside/Sherwood Estate site, 
where it once stood adjacent to the cottage.  The tree is a mature and healthy specimen and is of considerable 
height.  Since 2008, when it was heavily pruned, the tree has grown to have a mature spreading canopy.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 06/11/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The remaining tree marks the site of the former Cullen’s Residence, on a property also known as ‘Brookside’ 
and ‘Sherwood Estate’.  The place was owned by H. Dale-Cullen, a prominent citizen in the Armadale 
community who served on the Roads Board as well as numerous public committees.  He developed an 
extensive orchard and grazing property along the banks of the Neerigen Brook.  He migrated to Armadale 
from Nottingham and named his property after Sherwood Forest.  The property was subdivided (c.1925) into 
house blocks, the name ‘Sherwood Estate’ being applied to the area.  All the roads/streets of this subdivision 
were given names related to the Robin Hood legend.

In 2008 there was evidence of recent heavy-handed pruning to all the major branches forming the canopy, 
significantly altering the natural shape of the tree.

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities

Associations • H. Dale-Cullen
• ‘Brookside’ and ‘Sherwood Estate’

Sources 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1900

Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

Place No.:  003
Previous Place No.:  010
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Moreton Bay Fig Tree has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has historic value as it marks the site of the former residence of H. Dale-Cullen on a property 
known as 'Brookside.

• The place has aesthetic value as a mature and healthy tree specimen over 100 years old which forms a 
distinctive landmark to 24 Aragon Court. 

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

The fig tree is located in the background to the 
centre. 
Source: SCA 06/11/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Place No.:  003
Previous Place No.:  010
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 1256 Armadale Road (visible from 121 Eighth Road) 
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 12220695
Land Information Lot 1 Vol/Folio -

Plan -
GPS -32.14857476, 115.9850329

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 18964
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Other Structure
Original Use Farming/Pastoral - Stable
Current Use Social/Recreational - Other
Other Use -

Dalton’s Racehorse Stables Arch Place No.:  004
Previous Place No.:  031
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1960s
Walls Face brick and concrete render
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The arch is located on Eighth Road adjacent to the car park of Haynes Shopping Centre. It has a decorative 
brick gateway structure with brick wings either side of a pair of brick piers that support a concrete arched 
beam. The stretcher bond face brickwork to both the piers and wings have simple geometric patterning 
created by contrasting slightly-raised darker toned bricks with the red bricks dominating the structure and 
cement render to the side walls facing north.

There is evidence of former fixings to the side piers. A pedestrian path leads from Eighth Road through the 
arch and continues parallel to a fenced Water Corporation Main Drain.

Condition Good
Integrity Low
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 20/09/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The entry arch is all that remains of the former racehorse stables that once occupied this site.
The Dalton’s Racehorse Stables, owned by Albert G Richards is part of the WA harness racing history having 
produced two winning horses Smoothspeed and Miss Dalton in the 1950s. The stables once occupied the 
site where Haynes Shopping Centre is now located on Armadale Road.1 

Prior to being a racehorse stable, the land was originally owned by Harry Chedzey who operated a market 
garden from the site in the 1930s.2 

The 2008 Municipal Heritage Inventory records a number of mature deciduous trees on the site, which has 
otherwise been entirely cleared. Based on a site visit in 2018, the trees are no longer extant.

1             City of Armadale 2019
2             ibid

Historic Theme Social & Civic Activities: Sport, recreation & entertainment

Place No.:  004
Previous Place No.:  031
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Associations -

Sources 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Dalton’s Racehorse Stables Arch has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has historic value as the last remaining built fabric of the former racehorse stables.

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Plaque interpretation of stable arch
Source: City of Armadale 08/08/2019 Source: City of Armadale 08/08/2019

Brick detailing to the south-facing brick wing. 
Source: SCA 20/09/2018

Concrete arch between two brick wings.
Source: SCA 20/09/2018

Place No.:  004
Previous Place No.:  031
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Source: City of Armadale 1994

Place No.:  004
Previous Place No.:  031

Concrete render to the side walls facing north.
Source: SCA 20/09/2018

Signage by the Water Corporation east of the arch.
Source: SCA 20/09/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008 Source: City of Armadale 2000
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Oakland, Carlington
Street Address 10 Benjamin Street
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 343304
Land Information Lot 68 Vol/Folio 6300097A

Plan/Diagram P008298
GPS -32.15250826, 116.005119

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04675
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Farming / Pastoral - Homestead
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use -

Oaklands Old Homestead Place No.:  005
Previous Place No.:  014
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The building is located opposite Rotary Park on a residential street. An open picket fence with a tall trimmed 
hedge marks the front boundary. The front garden contains a grassed area with mature landscaping. 

The building is a single-storey residence with symmetrical form that has a high pitched hip and gable roof 
with a bullnose verandah wrapping around the south, east and west elevations. The building is constructed 
with face brick and has four brick chimneys to the north and south. The roof has small gables infilled with 
timber and stucco. The building also has a louvred hip ridge gablet and the verandah is supported by square 
timber posts. Timber framed double hung windows with rendered sills have aluminium screens fixed to the 
exterior.

There is a mature palm tree to the south boundary and two separate carport structures. The building’s siting 
and mature plantings assist with the setting for the Federation Queen Anne architectural style place.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 20/06/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The tree at the corner of Forrest Road and Anham Street was originally sited at the driveway up to the 
homestead. The tree is reputed to have been planted by Cullen who in the late 19th century owned most 
of the land north of Forrest Road between the Railway line and 7th Road. When the land was vacant for a 
period the land was known as Cullens Paddock.1 

Built around 1910 for members of the James family, the property was called Carlington by the James family.2

Between 1922-40 the surrounding land was cultivated for market gardening using water drawn from the 
Neerigen Brook which passed through the property. The market garden was owned and worked by Joseph 
and Ethel Treeby. 

In 2005 a Building Licence was granted for the construction of a carport.

A Building Permit has recently been granted for a new roof to the residence. 

1             Kim Fletcher 2019
2             ibid

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1910
Walls Face brick
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Queen Anne 

Place No.:  005
Previous Place No.:  014
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Historic Theme Occupations: Horticulture
Occupations: Domestic activities

Associations James Family

Sources • City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Oaklands Old Homestead, a single storey Federation Queen Anne residence has cultural heritage 
significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value due to its proportions and detailing in the Federation Queen Anne style 
of architecture.

• The place has historic value as the site was cultivated for market gardening between 1922-1940. 

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

A carport with corrugated steel sheets on circular 
posts to the southeast boundary.
Source: SCA 20/06/2018

Hip ridge gablet with timber louvres to the south.
Source: SCA 20/06/2018

Place No.:  005
Previous Place No.:  014
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Place No.:  005
Previous Place No.:  014
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names The Manse
Street Address 31 Church Avenue
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 11618569 
Land Information Lot 709 Vol/Folio 265400894

Plan/Diagram P052194
GPS -32.15337138, 116.017235

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04672
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings Armadale Redevelopment Authority Cultural Heritage Strategy 2005

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Religious - Housing/Quarters
Current Use Commercial - Restaurant
Other Use -

The Manse Restaurant Place No.:  006
Previous Place No.:  109
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is located to the southeast corner of Armadale Shopping City on elevated land, with stair access 
from the shopping centre car park. 

The Manse Restaurant is an assymetrical single storey face brick building with a corrugated steel hip and 
gable roof. It also has a front skillion roof verandah on chamfered timber posts extending to the west. The 
building has two face brick chimneys. There is timber infill with roughcast render to the south gable. Rendered 
bands break the pattern of English bond brick work to the front verandah. 

There is an addition to the south-east corner of the building and a brick lean-to with a concrete ramp to the 
north. There are timber frame double hung windows with rendered sills and brick arched heads A timber front 
door with glazed highlights and sidelights is located on the west elevation with a City of Armadale plaque on 
the brick wall identifying the building as a historic site. 

A bitumised car park is located to rear.

Condition Good
Integrity Medium
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 06/06/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The Manse was built in 1907 adjacent to the Congregational Church which was built in 1903. The land for 
the Manse was donated by Mr Thomas Saw.  A long succession of Pastors lived in the Manse over the years.  
Early photographs show the Manse as a residence in a bush setting, though accompanied by the church and 
nearby school.

Originally as the Manse, the house had three bedrooms, lounge and kitchen-dining room with the addition 
of a sleepout.  Originally it was a brick and corrugated iron roofed building with a bull-nose verandah at the 
front on three sides.  Later the verandah was converted to straight corrugated iron. 

The originally adjacent Armadale Congregational Church was relocated to Minnawarra Park in 1988 but the 
Manse was left in situ and is now used as a restaurant. 

The building was used as the Williams Police Station in the 1988 Barron Films production of ‘A Waltz Through 
The Hills’ starring Ernie Dingo.1

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1907
Walls Face brick
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Bungalow

Place No.:  006
Previous Place No.:  109

146



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

A mounted plaque by the City of Armadale states:

HISTORIC SITE

The Manse

The Manse, constructed in 1907 adjacent
to the Congregational Church, was

home to a long succession of Pastors.
It is a building of fine
proportion and detail
and now serves the

community as 
a restaurant.

A second mounted plaque states:

In Memory of
Dave Smith

Loving Husband, Father
and Friend
1933-2012

1        Jeffrey Green 2019

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities
Social & Civic Activities: Religion

Associations Congregational Church

Sources • Mounted plaque by the City of Armadale
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Manse has cultural heritage signficance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as an example of the Federation Bungalow style of architecture.
• The place has historical value due to its association with the Armadale Congregational Church.
• The place has social value as a former pastor's residence and later as a restaurant in the locality.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

Place No.:  006
Previous Place No.:  109
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

West elevation showing the front verandah and ad-
dition to the south.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

Timber double hung window with brick flat arch and 
rendered sill to the west.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

Lean-to to the north with concrete ramp.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

Existing brick and terracotta vent condition on west 
elevation.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

City of Armadale plaque on the west elevation.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

Memorial plaque on west elevation.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018 

Place No.:  006
Previous Place No.:  109
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008 Source: AMHI 2008

The Manse Armadale 1916
Source: PH648 Birtwistle Library, Picture Armadale 
Collection

The Manse Armadale 1987
Source: PH869 Birtwistle Library, Picture Armadale 
Collection

Place No.:  006
Previous Place No.:  109
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Armadale Hotel, Old Railway Hotel
Street Address 8 Commerce Avenue
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 346061
Land Information Lot 50 Vol/Folio 191500018

Plan/Diagram D080349
GPS -32.15247954, 116.0141334

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04677
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings Armadale Redevelopment Authority Cultural Heritage Strategy 2005

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Commercial - Hotel
Current Use Commercial - Retail
Other Use -

Railway Hotel (fmr) Place No.:  007
Previous Place No.:  118
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1902
Walls Painted render
Roof Corrugated steel 
Architectural Style Federation Queen Anne

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The Railway Hotel (fmr) is located on the western end of Jull Street mall. The building is a rendered two 
storey building with a hip and gable corrugated steel roof. The gables to the south elevation feature timber 
barge boards and timber infill with pebble-dash. There is a louvred gablet and brick chimney to the north. 
Deteriorated render on the east elevation reveals evidence of brickwork underneath. 

Corrugated steel awnings have been fixed above steel framed doors and windows. 

Condition Good
Integrity Low
Authenticity Low
Date of Survey 06/06/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The former Railway Hotel was built in 1902 at the instigation of Edwin Higgs (c1866-1928).  Higgs was born 
in England and travelled to Australia in 1869.  He married Hannah Maria Edwards in 1888 and the couple 
settled in Koorooman, Victoria where Edwin worked as a sawmiller.  Edwin and Hannah Higgs relocated to 
Armadale in 1897 where the first of their eight children was born.  

Edwin prospered in Armadale where he acquired land and established his own sawmill.  At the turn of the 
century the settlements of Kelmscott and Armadale were increasingly popular with weekend visitors and 
many small businesses were established by local residents to cater for the tourists.  

In 1900, Edwin Higgs applied to the Perth Licencing Court for a provisional certificate for a new hotel proposed 
for the location on the Government Road and Eleventh Avenue Armadale.  The applicant (Higgs), who held a 
wine Licence and a wayside inn Licence, stated that he was proposing to erect a hotel to contain 19 rooms, 
including seven bedrooms and would cost between £1200 and £1300.  The application was refused largely 
due to opposition from other local business that;

 … the district was more than served by the present wayside inn Licence and wine Licence.  The Bench 
refused the application, holding that the hotel was not required and also intimating that the unpretentious 
character of the proposed new building did not meet with their approval. The West Australian, 15 June 1900, 
p. 2.

Place No.:  007
Previous Place No.:  118
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Higgs, a member of the Armadale Roads Board between 1901 and 1902, was not to be dissuaded and 
again applied for a publican’s Licence in March 1902.  He also engaged well known architect Louis Bowser 
Cumpston to design a grander hotel which was estimated to cost £2500, or double the previous estimate.  
With the achievement of the provisional Licence in March 1902, Cumpston called for tenders from builders 
to construct the brick and stone hotel.  The bricks used to construct the hotel came from the Cardup brick 
manufacturer.

The hotel could not operate until the architect issued the certificate of completion which was estimated to be 
three months from the September session of the Licensing Court.  Therefore the hotel is believed to have 
been completed circa December 1902 with Higgs seeking plasterers in September to finish the project.  

In October 1902, Higgs engaged solicitors to secure tenders for the purchase of the lease of the hotel. The 
advertisement the lease stated;

          The Hotel is well adapted to the carrying on of a first-class Hotel Business, and will become the 
          frequented resort of tourists and those seeking a health sanatorium.  The West Australian, 14 October 
         1902, p. 1.

It appears that the lease was taken up by Walter J.P. Wing as in 1903 he was noted as the publican of the 
hotel.  In 1904, the hotel licence and the ownership of the property were transferred to Mr F. Nicholl who 
formerly operated the Cleopatra Hotel in Fremantle.  His new management was advertised as follows;

One of the nicest hotels to stay at in W.A. is undoubtedly the Railway, and with Mr Nicholls’s well known 
ability to cater for the comfort of his guests, combined with the shooting and driving available, a visit to this 
picturesque spot is a treat, and one which can be had at a very small outlay.  The Daily News, 21 October 
1904, p. 3.

The publican’s of the Railway Hotel did not stay long in the early years of the 20th century as the following 
list indicates.
    Captain and Mrs Price, 
 1906 - 1907 Mrs Nicholl
 1908 - 1911 Henry Carter
 1912 - 1913 George Johns

Between 1914 and 1932, the publican was recorded in the Post Office Directories as Patrick Scanlon.  His 
long period at the Railway Hotel was blemished with incidents of dilution of spirits and the serving of customers 
during prohibited hours.  The first of these fines was in 1913 indicating that Scanlon was managing the place 
prior to being recorded in the Post Office Directories.  In 1930, the Licence was transferred to Walter A 
Gordon of Moora and Waroona.  Following the death of Walter Gordon in 1937 his wife continued to manage 
the hotel until it was transferred to Mr Jack C. Gillam in 1942, who was the Licencee until 1949. 

Place No.:  007
Previous Place No.:  118
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During the 1940s and 1950s the hotel appears to have been well patronised with visitors from the city and 
was a popular venue for darts competitions.  The trophies for the competitions were regularly donated by 
Jack Gillam and the subsequent Licencee, Ken Dorsett.

In the 1960s, the verandah and balcony were removed and it is probable that the initial render of the external 
walls was undertaken at this time as a photograph of the building in 1972 shows rendered walls and a red 
corrugated iron roof in contrast to the original face brick work and unfinished corrugate iron roof.  

In the 1970s the exterior of the hotel was given a ‘mock Tudor’ finish.  This finish was removed in the mid-
2000s and new larger windows have been installed on the upper and ground levels. 

The 2008 Municipal Heritage Inventory mentions that the building owner stated that the internal finishes and 
layout have been substantially changed including the removal of the internal staircase.    

The 2008 Municipal Heritage Inventory mentions two timbered gablets that were retained in the roof form 
which provides an indication of the former Federation features that once characterised the Railway Hotel. 
Window and door elements remained in the same place as the original openings. However, the majority of 
the actual doors and windows have been replaced with more contemporary openings with awnings.

To the west elevation, openings to the ground level were blocked up with little visible evidence of their former 
presence. One of the former single sash windows towards the northern end of the elevation has since 
been converted to a door opening, according to the 2008 Municipal Heritage Inventory. The east elevation 
underwent similar treatment.

The rear elevation was noted to be partially obscured by subsequent development to the rear but the twin 
winged form of the building is still discernible. Windows were replaced to match the remainder of the building 
or original frames have been retained and painted. Not all openings had awnings.

The 2008 Municipal Heritage Inventory also noted that aerial imagery showed the roof clad with a silver grey 
corrugated steel sheeting, which matches all the awnings. Majority of the chimneys have been removed. A 
single chimney remained extant on the north pitch of the rear southern wing of the building with the brick and 
corbelled form painted to match the colour of the rest of the building. There was a flue located at central rear 
section.

In 2014, the building was vacant and the interior showed evidence of fit out for a former use as a gallery 
space and café. Signage for ARC (Artist Retail Collective) was visible in 2018.

Historic Theme Occupations: Hospitality & tourism
Associations • Edwin Higgs

• Louis Bowser Cumpston - Architect
• Patrick Scanlon

Place No.:  007
Previous Place No.:  118
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Sources 1995 Municipal Heritage Inventory
2008 Municipal Heritage Inventory Review
Carter, Jennie and Bevan Settlement to City A history of the Armadale dis-
trict and its people City of Armadale, 2011.
The Daily News 21 October 1904, p. 3 25 September 1930, p. 2.
The South West Advertiser 22 January 1943, p. 1.
The Sunday Times 1 June 1902, p. 3
The West Australian 15 June 1900, p. 2; 4 March 1902, p. 3; 10 April 1902, 
p. 1; 2 September 1902, p. 1; 14 October 1902. p. 1; 18 July 1903, p. 9; 3 
December 1913, p. 8; 15 Dec
ember 1922, p. 11; 12 January 1937, p. 11.
Wise’s Post Office Directories, 1900 – 1949.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Railway Hotel (fmr) has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has historic value for its association with the development of Armadale as a tourist destination 
in the early 20th century.

• The place has social value for members of the community who have visited the place for social events 
since its construction in 1902.

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

East elevation facing the Jull Street mall.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

North elevation with extant louvred gablet and 
chimney.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

Place No.:  007
Previous Place No.:  118
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West elevation facing Commerce Avenue.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

Gable ends to south south elevation featuring tim-
ber barge boards and timber infill with pebble-dash.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

Original brick chimney to the north.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

Deteriorated render on the east elevation reveals 
evidence of brickwork underneath.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

Banner for ARC (Artist Retail Collective) to the 
south.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

Place No.:  007
Previous Place No.:  118
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008 Railway Hotel (no date)
Source: MPH023 Birtwistle Library Picture  
Armadale 
Collection (accessed 04/10/2019)

Railway Hotel pre-1950s
Source: PH1140 Birtwistle Library Picture  
Armadale 
Collection (accessed 04/10/2019)

Place No.:  007
Previous Place No.:  118
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Church of Christ (fmr) , Goolamrup Lodge
Street Address 31 Fourth Road
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 993936
Land Information Lot 201 Vol/Folio 191500155

Diagram D077817
GPS -32.15531704, 116.0157424

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 00093
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings Armadale Redevelopment Authority Cultural Heritage Strategy 2005

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Religious - Church, Cathedral or Chapel
Current Use Social/Recreational - Masonic Hall
Other Use -

Masonic Hall Place No.:  008
Previous Place No.:  110
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1925/1926
Walls Face brick
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Inter-War Gothic

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The Masonic Hall is located on the corner of Church Avenue and Fourth Road.   It is a stretcher bond face 
brick single storey building with an addition to the south and east. The building also has arched openings, 
and corrugated steel gable roof.  

There is a timber finial and louvres to the west gable. The west elevation also has brick traceries, pointed 
arches to the timber framed windows, and a blind arch. A double timber door on the entry portico is located 
four steps up from ground level. There are two plaques on the west elevation; one commemorating the 
opening of the building as a “Masonic Hall - Armadale” in 1934, and the other commemorates the first stone 
laid in 1926.

Brick piers with rendered capping to the original building are located on the west lean-to, north elevation, and 
east elevation. To the north, there are casement windows with flat brick arches above. Security mesh has 
been installed to all windows. A brick lean-to is located to the south and east with an additional entry on the 
east side. Windows to the eastern lean-to are timber framed with security screens. A service entry to the roof 
is also located on the gable end to the east.

There is a grass verge with two trees to the north elevation and a bitumised car park to the east.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 06/06/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The original Church of Christ was opened on 13 March 1926 by Mr Henry Wright, President of the Church of 
Christ Conference in WA.  The building was opened as the Masonic Hall on 28 July 1934.

Débutante Balls were previously held at the Hall.1

Place No.:  008
Previous Place No.:  110

158



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

A stone plaque to the west elevation states:

TO THE GLORY OF GOD
THIS STONE WAS LAID BY

MR HENRY WRIGHT
PRESIDENT CHURCHES OF 
CHRIST CONFERENCE W.A.

MARCH 13TH 1926.

A second plaque to the west elevation states:

GOOLAMRUP LODGE
No. 94 W.A.C.

THIS TABLET WAS UNVEILED BY
M.W. BRO. F.A.Mc MULLEN.

GRAND MASTER - GRAND LODGE OF W.A.
TO COMMEMORATE OPENING 
MASONIC HALL - ARMADALE

JULY 28TH 1934.

1    Jeffrey Green 2019

Historic Theme Social & Civic Activities: Religion

Associations Church of Christ - Freemasons

Sources • Two plaques on west elevation
• 2008 Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Masonic Hall has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The Masonic Hall has aesthetic value as a modest example of an ecclesiastical building from the Inter-
War period.

• The Hall has historic and social value for associations with the Church of Christ and subsequently with 
the Freemasons.

Management Category 2

Place No.:  008
Previous Place No.:  110
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Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Brick piers with rendered capping to the north 
elevation.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

Brick lean-to to the east.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

South wall of brick lean-to.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

Flat arch to windows on north elevation.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

Commemorative plaque to west elevation.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

Commemorative plaque to west elevation.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

Place No.:  008
Previous Place No.:  110

160



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 40 John Street
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 1326319
Land Information Lot 102 Vol/Folio 219400311

Diagram D100409
GPS -32.15881388, 116.0137508

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04667
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Historic Site
Original Use Residential – Institutional Housing
Current Use Residential – Institutional Housing
Other Use -

Site of First Duplex Cottage at Dale Cottages Place No.:  009
Previous Place No.:  004
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Dale Cottages is a large group of single and double-storey buildings dedicated to independent residential 
units, aged care facilities and community activities. There is also a community centre on Coombe Avenue 
called Greendale Centre and administration offices are located to the south. 

The site of the first Duplex Cottage at Dale Cottages is marked by a recent brick pier that forms part of a 
gateway to the retirement village on John Street, Armadale. The original plaque and a City of Armadale 
plaque are attached to the pier. A third plaque is located at the administration office drop off on Deerness Way

Condition -
Integrity -
Authenticity -
Date of Survey 20/09/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

On 6 August 1956, members of the Armadale community launched an appeal to finance the construction of 
housing for the elderly, the first of its kind in the district.  The Homes Appeal Committee was firstly chaired 
by Mr E G McDonald followed by Mr J E Murray and Mr F D Verrill was the Honorary Secretary.  The appeal 
attracted substantial community donations from a total of 720 local families as well as local, State and 
Commonwealth government funding.

Five hectares of land was acquired for Dale Cottages, which was incorporated in 1957, including two hectares 
of land that had been used to supply gravel for the Armadale Brickworks that was donated by the Armadale-
Kelmscott Roads Board.  After filling the former gravel pit with material from elsewhere on the site, the first 
Duplex Cottage was constructed to a design by Mr E Burrows, the Health and Building Inspector for the 
Roads Board. It comprised a single-storey face brick duplex with a hipped, tiled roof and brick chimneys to 
either side.  A verandah, under the main roof, addressed the street.  

The opening in 1959 of the first Duplex Cottage was attended by over one hundred local people and visitors.  
The first residents were Mrs A W Webster and Mr and Mrs C Bingham. 

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1959 (demolished 2003)
Walls Brick
Roof Terracotta tile
Architectural Style -

Previous Place No.:  004
Place No.:  009
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A mounted plaque on a brick pier on John Street states:

DALE COTTAGES (INC).

First Duplex Cottage
Opened on

Sunday 11th Oct, 1959
by

L. W. Hamilton M.H.R.
representing

Hon. W. Wentworth M.H.R.
Minister for Social Security

J. E. Murray - JP - President
F. D. Verrill - Hon. Secretary

Mrs. J. Thatcher, C. Rodgers,
D. Cumming, R. M. Thompson,
B. Gibbons, F. Paget, P. Nairn,

N. Purvis
Committee Members

On the same pier a second plaque by the City of Armadale states:

HISTORIC SITE

Dale Cottages

First duplex cottage opened
11 October 1959

Following the support of a public
meeting held on 6 August 1956,
Dale Cottages became the first

cottage type homes built for
elderly residents in the 

Armadale area.

In the 1960s, further stages of Dale Cottages were constructed and the place has continued to expand to 
include a range of facilities for seniors. The first Duplex Cottage was demolished in 2003 and new units 
constructed in the location.

In June 2000 a Conservation Plan was prepared for the Old Armadale Brickworks Factory Site located within 
Dale Cottages Retirement Village by Palassis Architects for the Armadale Brickworks Preservation Group in 
association with Dale Cottages Incorporated. 

Previous Place No.:  004
Place No.:  009
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A plaque to the administration office drop off on Deerness Way states:

NURSING HOME EXTENSION
TO THE

J.E. MURRAY HOME
OFFICIALLY OPENED ON 

25th NOVEMBER 2000
BY

CR ROGER STUBBS JP
MAYOR,  CITY OF ARMADALE

AND
JUNE HAIR, CAROLYN THOMPSON & SUSAN MOORE

DAUGHTERS OF THE 
LATE J.E. (JACK) MURRAY BEM JP

ARCHITECTS                                                         BUILDER
LOUGHTON PATTERSON                                     PINDAN CONSTRUCTIONS
COMO                                                                     BELMONT

Later developments included Development Approval for four carports at the aged or dependent persons 
dwellings in 2008, repair works on a crossover in 2010, and a Building Permit for a lift addition to existing 
aged persons accommodation in 2017.

Historic Theme Social & Civic Activities: Health

Associations • Homes Appeal Committee
• Armadale Brickworks

Sources • ‘History of the Dale Cottages’, J.E. Murray, 1990
• Conservation Plan for the Old Armadale Brickworks Factory Site by 

Palassis Architects, June 2000. DPLH
• City of Armadale property database
• Mounted plaques on site
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Site of the First Duplex Cottage at Dale Cottages has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has historic value as the site first housing for the elderly in the district, which opened in 1959 
and was constructed on the site of the former gravel pit of the Armadale Brickworks. 

• The place has social value as an initiative instigated by the Armadale community, who launched an 
appeal for its construction and actively supported the organisation. 

Previous Place No.:  004
Place No.:  009
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Management Category 4
Level of Significance Little

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Face brick independent residential units and aged 
care facilities.
Source: SCA 20/09/2018

Covered drop-off point at the administration 
offices.
Source: SCA 20/09/2018

Community centre with a rendered finish on 
Coombe Avenue.
Source: SCA 20/09/2018

Mounted plaque on brick piers at the 
administration office drop off.
Source: SCA 20/09/2018

Previous Place No.:  004
Place No.:  009
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Mounted plaque on brick pier on John Street.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Mounted plaque on brick pier on John Street.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

The remains of the brickworks' winding gear were 
located in the grounds of the Dale Cottages  
complex but removed in the early 2000s.
Source: PH080 Birtwistle Library

Previous Place No.:  004
Place No.:  009
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Early Government Housing - 7 John Street

SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 7 John Street
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 346201
Land Information Lot 148 Vol/Folio 1230112

Plan/Diagram P2785
GPS -32.158298, 116.016614

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database -
Previous AMHI -
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey residence
Other Use -

Place No.:  010
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date
Walls
Roof
Architectural Style

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c1940s-c1960s
Walls Compressed fibre cement sheeting
Roof Terracotta tile
Architectural Style Post-War Perth Regional

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is an asymmetrical single storey residence with a projecting gable bay. It is clad in compressed 
fibre cement sheeting with tile roofing. There are horizontal profiles to the gable. A central entry is located 
under a porch with a ramp. There are timber framed double hung windows to the south and east elevations, 
and a face brick chimney to the west elevation. 

A raised timber deck with two shade sails is located to the north. There is also a gravel driveway from William 
Street to the east. Some mature plantings are located on the property bounded by timber post and ringlock 
fence.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 18/02/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The Workers Homes Board (WHB) was formed in 1912 to provide low-cost government housing to workers. 
These houses were for purchase by occupants, on very low interest terms. In some cases, the government 
retained title of the land but sold the house. The first WHB residences were constructed in 1913. From 1919, 
residences were also made available to returned servicemen, on more generous terms than standard WHB 
houses. This War Service Homes scheme provided several thousand homes through the interwar years, far 
more than the WHB standard programs.1 

Houses were constructed to a small range of standard plans. Most of the early homes were brick, with some 
timber. Asbestos sheeting was only just becoming available and was used only in a few instances. It did not 
become common as a building material until after World War Two.2  

The WHB was superseded in 1947 by the State Housing Commission (SHC). Unlike the SHC, WHB did 
not build large estates of government residences, although in some places small groups of WHB houses 
were co-located. The SHC constructed and managed government rental houses, a Commonwealth-funded 
scheme, as well as continuing its low-income home purchase schemes from the interwar years. The post-war 
decade was the single most significant period in the provision of government housing in Western Australia. 
Between 1945 and 1956, the SHC constructed 41% of all housing built in the state. Housing to support 
industrial workers was prioritised, including workers at Armadale brickworks.3  

Place No.:  010
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By 1955, the SHC had constructed 42 residences in Armadale, mostly through home-purchase schemes, out 
of almost 20,000 post-war SHC houses built across the state by that time. Another 94 homes were built in 
Armadale between 1955 and 1968, after which the district became a focus of large-scale SHC construction.4

The land bounded by Church Avenue, John Street and South Western Highway was released as a residential 
subdivision in October . The area was sold as 115 lots, along with another 41 lots northwest of Church 
Avenue (now part of the shopping area). Blocks of between one quarter and two thirds of an acre were 
auctioned. The land had previously been part of the large holdings of Thomas Saw. The proposed precinct 
[Thomas to John Streets] comprises 89 lots of the original subdivision.5  

Some of the remaining residences are constructed to known SHC standard plans of the late 1940s/ early 
1950s, including 7 John Street, 3 William Street and 8 & 23 William Street. Others such as 11, 17 and 25 
John Street, 131 South Western Highway, 10 William Street or 29 Fourth Road are extremely similar to know 
nSHC styles of this period and likely to also be post-World War Two SHC designs. The standard plan at 8 and 
23 William Street appears to be an SHC Pre-cut Type 16B or 16c. Due to a state-wide shortage of building 
materials and a desperate shortage of houses, the SHC in the early 1950s began using prefabricated housing, 
especially in country areas. Some were imported, but type 16B and 16C were designed and constructed by 
the SHC, and became the most common design for government housing outside the metropolitan area in 
the 1950s.6 

Aerial imagery from the City of Armadale Intramaps shows a shed to the northern boudary from 1965 to 
2003. The current carport appears to have been constructed in 2000. The aerial imagery also shows some 
plantings that were removed to accommodate the rear verandah which appears in imagery from 2005.7

1             Menck, Clare, A Thematic History of Government Housing, prepared for the Department of Housing, November 2014
2             Menck, Clare, A Thematic History of Government Housing, prepared for the Department of Housing, November 2014
3             Menck, Clare, A Thematic History of Government Housing, prepared for the Department of Housing, November 2014
4             State Housing Commission, Annual Reports, 1945-1970
5             Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.134-135
6              Menck, Clare, A Consideration of Collie as a Representation of Post-World War Two Government Housing, prepared for the Department of 
Planning Lands and Heritage WA, June 2016
7             City of Armadale Intramaps, Aerial Photography, https://maps.armadale.wa.gov.au/intramapspublic90/, accessed 10 April 2019

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities
Associations State Housing Commission of Western Australia
Sources

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Early Government Housing - 7 John Street has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has historic value as a house constructed to known State Housing Commission plans in the 
late 1940s/early 1950s.

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

Place No.:  010
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Compressed fibre cement sheeting and timber 
frame sash window to the east elevation.
Source: SCA 18/02/2019

Raised timber deck with shade sails to the north.
Source: SCA 18/02/2019

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI Review 2006

Place No.:  010
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Ray White Real Estate
Street Address 36 Jull Street
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 11428009
Land Information Lot 99 Vol/Folio 266400588

Plan/Diagram P045348
GPS -32.15033027, 116.020114

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 03465
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings Armadale Redevelopment Authority Cultural Heritage Strategy 2005; 

National Trust of Australia (WA) - 1998

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey Residence, Health - Hospital
Current Use Commercial - Office or Administration Building
Other Use -

Doctor Colyer’s Residence (fmr) Place No.:  011
Previous Place No.:  106
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1950
Walls Face brick
Roof Terracotta tile
Architectural Style Inter War Old English

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The building is set on elevated land overlooking Armadale Road. A sign to the front identifies the place as 
“Ray White Southern Star” real estate agents. The lot has mature trees to all sides, notably Eucalypts. 

The place is a single-storey building with a steeply pitched tiled gable roof with exposed timber eaves, and 
face brickwork with simple brick detailing. The gable ends are infilled with white vertical timber cladding to 
the east and west, and brick to the north. There are a number of brick chimneys and double hung timber 
windows with security screens throughout. There is also a porch located to the north and a carport structure 
to the west.

The place is domestic in it’s scale even though it has been converted to offices and is well maintained. 
There are field stones placed as formal edging to the garden which contains plantings such as lavender and 
plumbago. The extent of the lot to the east includes a car park. There is no retaining wall to the south where 
the land rises. 

Condition Good
Integrity Medium
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 10/04/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The house was built for Dr and Mrs Colyer in 1950 and was designed by the architectural firm Marshall 
Clifton and Leach. Dr Colyer was Armadale’s first full time resident doctor.  

The building is mentioned in a Marshall Clifton book with the Draftsman Mr White.1

Community feedback in 2018 has suggested that a pool was located on the east side which is currently a car 
park. It was said to have been demolished in the 1950s.

1    Jeffrey Green 2019

Historic Theme Social & Civic Activities: Health

Associations Marshall Clifton and Leach - Architectural firm

Sources • Community feedback - Employee at Ray White
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.:  106
Place No.:  011
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Doctor Colyer's Residence (fmr) has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as an example of a residence built in the Inter-War Old English style.
• The place has historic significance as an intact example of the work of the architectural firm of Marshall 

Clifton and Leach.  
• The building has a social significance to the Armadale community as the home of the town’s first full-time 

resident doctor.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Vertical timber cladding to the east gable and brick 
wall and chimney to the north elevation.
Source: SCA 10/04/2018

Lean-to supported by columns to the east 
elevation.
Source: SCA 10/04/2018

North elevation with carport.
Source: SCA 10/04/2018

West elevation showing the vertical timber 
cladding to the west gable.
Source: SCA 10/04/2018

Previous Place No.:  106
Place No.:  011
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Brick detail to the north chimney.
Source: SCA 10/04/2018

Boarded window to the west elevation.
Source: SCA 10/04/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  106
Place No.:  011
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Armadale Hall
Street Address 90 Jull Street
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 346040
Land Information Lot 31 Vol/Folio LR0305500950

Plan/Reserve P030368/R21514
GPS -32.1507331, 116.0188866

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04669
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings Register of Heritage Places (State - Permanent entry 26/08/2003) 

Armadale Redevelopment Authority Cultural Heritage Strategy 2005

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Governmental - District Hall
Current Use Governmental - District Hall
Other Use -

Armadale District Hall Place No.:  012
Previous Place No.:  097
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1936
Walls Face brick, render
Roof Tile
Architectural Style Inter-War Art Deco
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The Armadale District Hall is located opposite St Matthews Anglican Church and it’s on the corner of Jull  
Street and Church Avenue. The boundary has a low concrete retaining wall and a park on the west side is 
known as Centenary Grove. It is set within a landscape setting with mature trees to the boundary with some 
rose bushes and native shrubs. 

The building is a simple rectangular building with a tiled gable roof, painted brick and portico from the Inter 
War period. A ventilated gable is visible to the southern end. The base of the building is brick and brick 
header row, with terracotta vents, and painted brickwork above. The windows have textured glass with 
concrete lintels above the window openings, and a 45 degree brick-on-edge sill. Steps from Jull Street lead 
up to a portico with brick piers and a central box office. There is a plaque to the underside of the box office 
on either side and timber double doors to the entry. “Armadale District Hall” is in stucco above the steps.

The building is sited on a slope with its low point at the northern end rising to the southern end. At the time 
of inspection the Armadale District Hall was having building works undertaken with scaffolding  around the 
building.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survery 15/03/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The following information has been extracted from the State Register of Heritage Places, Permanent Entry 
Documentation:

Built in 1936, the Armadale District Hall symbolised the growing community needs, as it replaced the old 
Mechanics Institute Hall close by.  It was used for community purposes and entertainment, including its use 
as a cinema until c1958, balls, dances, public meetings, displays, fundraising, wedding receptions, school 
concerts and similar events.

The Hall was also used by the Free Reformed Church community from c1952 until 1966.1 

Previous Place No.:  097
Place No.:  012
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A foundation stone states:

ARMADALE-KELMSCOTT 

R. KNUCKEY   CHAIRMAN
W.A.B. HAYNES   VICE CHAIRMAN

J.W.C. TURNER                 H.O. DRUMMOND
B.E.V. CROSS                    J. ABERNETH
H.J.W. MASTERS              F.W. HILTON
T.H.W. DENNY                   A.B. BONE   SECRETARY

DECEMBER 12TH 1936

In June 2001 a Draft Conservation Plan for the Armadale District Hall was prepared by Palassis Architects 
for  the City of Armadale. 

A mounted plaque to the north elevation by the Heritage Council of Western Australia states:

State Register of Heritage Places

Armadale District Hall (1936)

Designed by eminent architectural firm Oldham, Boas and Ednie-Brown in the 
Inter-War Art Deco style, the building shows the optimism in Armadale after the
Depression. Over the years, the hall has been the venue for many community
events, most importantly as the local picture theatre for more than 20 years.

Heritage Council of WA                                                               Place No. 4669 

In June 2018 upgrades were undertaken to the Hall. A builders board states:

The proposed works involve
the conservation of the heritage
listed Armadale District Hall,
constructed in 1936.

The extension to the Hall will
include a new kitchen and
amenities, and a new
multi-purpose hall.

According to the construction boards on site the work is being undertaken by McCorkell Constructions, with 
Hocking Heritage Studio as the Architects.

1     Ian Boersma

Previous Place No.:  097
Place No.:  012
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Historic Theme Social and Civic Activities : Cultural activities
Associations • Oldham Boas & Ednie-Brown - Architects

• J.B. Hawkins & Son - Builders
Sources • Foundation stone

• Draft Conservation Plan for the Armadale District Hall by Palassis 
Architects, June 2001. COA

• Builders boards on site, 20 June 2018

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Armadale District Hall, a brick and tiled building consisting of a main hall, a lesser hall and entrance 
foyer, in the Interwar Art Deco style, has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• the place is a product of the renewed optimism that was emerging at the end of the depression and is 
associated with the development of Armadale and the immediate district that evolved out of the Depres-
sion years;

• the place is a competently built Inter-War Art Deco style hall, designed by eminent Western Australian 
architectural firm Oldham, Boas & Ednie-Brown, which has a well composed principal elevation and 
appropriately embellished interior, and is a landmark as a distinctive building set in a prominent location;

• the place is highly valued by the local and regional communities as an important meeting, social and 
entertainment venue, which was demonstrated in March 2001, when rallies were staged opposing the 
redevelopment of the site for commercial purposes; and,

• the place has a high degree of integrity, as it continues to be used as a community hall and the original 
intention remains largely intact.

• The toilet block at the rear of the building, and modern fit-outs to the kitchen and toilets, are of little 
significance.

Aesthetic Value The Armadale District Hall has aesthetic value as a competently built hall, 
which displays the characteristics of the Inter-War Art Deco style used to 
produce a well composed principal elevation and appropriately embellished 
interior.  It has landmark qualities as a distinctive building set in a prominent, 
lightly raised, open site.

Historic Value The Hall is associated with the development of Armadale and the immediate 
district that evolved out of the Depression years.  The establishment of the 
place in 1936 represents the renewed optimism that was emerging at the 
end of the Depression. As the second community hall built in Armadale, the 
Armadale District Hall is representative of the increase in population and 
consolidation of the district which had occurred in the 1920s and continued 
following the Depression.

Previous Place No.:  097
Place No.:  012
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The hall was designed by eminent Western Australian architectural firm Old-
ham Boas & Ednie-Brown and constructed by well established builders J.B. 
Hawkins & Son.

Scientific Value Armadale District Hall is highly valued by the local and regional communities 
for its social, cultural and aesthetic associations and in particular for its use 
as a picture theatre until c1958.  This was illustrated in March 2001, when 
rallies were staged opposing the redevelopment of the site for commercial 
use.

As the district’s community centre since 1936, and the venue for balls, danc-
es, public meetings, displays, fundraising, wedding receptions, school con-
certs and similar events, the hall contributes to the local community’s sense 
of place.

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Mounted plaque by the Heritage Council of Western 
Australia
Source: City of Armadale 23/05/2019

Foundation stone from 1936.
Source: City of Armadale 23/05/2019

Second foundation stone. Inscription is not legible.
Source: City of Armadale 23/05/2019

Completed hall with brick extension to the east.
Source: SCA 15/03/2019

Previous Place No.:  097
Place No.:  012
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North elevation of the hall during restoration.
Source: SCA 20/06/2018

Construction work being undertaken to the east of 
the hall.
Source: SCA 20/06/2018

Construction work being undertaken to the west of 
the hall. Source: SCA 20/06/2018

Construction work being undertaken to the south 
of the hall.
Source: SCA 20/06/2018

The base of the building is brick and brick header 
row, with terracotta vents with painted brick above.
Source: SCA 20/06/2018

Builders board to the north.
Source: SCA 20/06/2018

Previous Place No.:  097
Place No.:  012
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Close-up of builders board to the north.
Source: SCA 20/06/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008 Source: AMHI 2008

The opening of the Armadale District Hall 1936
Source: PH734 Birtwistle Library, Picture
 Armadale

Source: PH249 Birtwistle Library, Picture Armadale 

Previous Place No.:  097
Place No.:  012
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names St Matthew’s Anglican Church Group
Street Address 108 Jull Street
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 11746210
Land Information Lot 17 Vol/Folio 269200691

Plan/Diagram P059063
GPS -32.15089625, 116.0177167

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 08774
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings State Register of Heritage Places - Permanent Entry 22/05/2007; Armadale 

Redevelopment Authority Cultural Heritage Strategy 2005

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Religious - Church
Current Use Religious - Church
Other Use -

St Matthew’s Church Place No.:  013
Previous Place No.:  114
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1904, 1962, 1976
Walls Face brick and render
Roof Corrugated steel 
Architectural Style Federation Gothic; Late Twentieth Century Ecclesiastical

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

St Matthew’s Anglican Church at Armadale is located on the western corner of Jull and Church Street. The 
church is a symmetrical building with two components: the original church to the west and a clear addition to 
the original church to the east. The original church has a gable roof with timber fascia boards.

The original church has face brickwork, brick buttresses topped with rendered caps, and a timber cross on 
the gable apex to the west. The building features gothic arched windows with stained glass, and rendered 
quoins, corbels and sills. There is a blind arch to the north, and corrugated steel sheeting to the roof. A lean-
to with face brick is located to the south side. 

Constructed in 1962, the addition is divided into bays of curved brickwork. The height increases from west to 
east. It has a steel deck roof, curved to follow the shape of the brick walls. The brick walls to the addition are 
in contrast to the more regimented style of the existing church. The east façade has curtain walls with steel 
frames. The windows extend the full height of the building. 

The place is set back from the road to the north. The setback is landscaped with shrubs, mature trees and 
seating. There is light-colored brick paving around the church and a brick and stone retaining wall to the 
north. A church bell is also located on a face brick pier to the south.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 20/06/2018, 10/04/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The following information has been extracted from the State Register of Heritage Places, Permanent Entry 
Documentation: 

In 1901-03, the Perth Anglican Diocese acquired Lot 19 of the 'Brookside' subdivision, at the northeast end 
of Prospect Road. This gave them a 0.6-acre (2,430sqm) block on the corner of Prospect Road (now Church 
Ave) and Jull Street as the site of a church.1 Many Church of England services held in the Swan River 
colony in the 1830s and 1840s were conducted by lay readers in private homes. The Colony came under 
the Diocese of Adelaide and generally had only one or two ministers resident at any time to serve widely 
scattered settlements. 
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In 1856, the Diocese of Perth, covering the whole of Western Australia, was created with Matthew Blagden 
Hale as its first Bishop. Many areas continued to be serviced by lay readers and an occasional visiting 
minister.2 The Rector of Guildford held a monthly service at St Mary's Church, Kelmscott during the 1870s 
to 1890s.3 In 1902, the parochial district of Kelmscott-Armadale was created and an acting Rector, the Rev. 
G. Digby Wilson, was appointed.4

St Matthew's Church was constructed on the site in 1904, to a design by architect Joseph John Talbot 
Hobbs (later Sir).5 Talbot Hobbs had arrived in Western Australia in 1887, with John Hurst, for whom he had 
worked as a draftsman in England. He married Hurst's daughter, Edith, in 1890, after setting up practice as 
an architect in his own right. Hobbs was responsible for many public buildings, as well as residences, firstly 
on his own and from , in partnership with E. H. Dean Smith and W. J. Waldie-Forbes, as Hobbs, Smith and 
Forbes. Hobbs combined his architectural profession with a military career, rising from a member of the 
Volunteer Artillery in Surrey at the age of 19, to Lieut General in command of the Australian 5th Division in 
World War One.6 Talbot Hobbs appears to have undertaken the work on St Matthew's Church in his position 
as Diocesan architect.7

St Matthew's Church was the second church in Armadale, the first being the Congregational Church built the 
previous year. The foundation stone for St Matthew's Church was laid by the Bishop of Perth, Reverend C. 
O. L. Riley, on 1 October 1904. 

Saturday, October 1st, 1904, is a date long to be remembered by the Church people of 
Armadale. On that day the foundation stone of the Church, on which, for years past, so 
much prayerful thought and labour has been expended, was formally laid by his Lordship 
the Bishop. The day was all that could be desired, and the gathering of Church people one 
of the most representative we have seen at any similar function. We noticed that very nearly 
every Perth and suburban Parish had at least one representative, either clerical or lay. 

The Bishop and other visitors from Perth were met at the railway station by the Rector, the 
Rev. G. Digby Wilson, and other Church officers. The procession was formed at Armadale 
Hall [Mechanic's Institute] punctually at 4 p.m.

A handsome jarrah mallet, made of wood taken from the old Perth Cathedral, having
been presented to the Bishop by the contractor (Mr. M. L. Lloyd), the Bishop laid the
stone... 8

After the service, tea was provided in the Mechanic's Institute by 'the ladies of Kelmscott and Armadale'. 
Many of the visitors returned to Perth on the 5.50 pm train, which had extra carriages attached for the 
occasion, but the Bishop and several of the visiting clergy caught a later train.9

The acquisition by Martin Jull of a stained glass window depicting St Matthew is claimed to be the reason the 
Church was so named. The window was in transit to Sydney when it was off-loaded in Western Australia by 
mistake. Martin Jull purchased the window and donated it for the Church. The place cost £573 to construct.10 
The contractor, Martin L. Loyd, was responsible for the addition of a Sunday School hall at North Perth 
Congregational Church, at the corner of Raglan and William streets, in 1907.11
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St Matthew's Church was consecrated on 18 December 1904 by Bishop Riley.12 At Armadale yesterday 
Bishop Riley consecrated the new brick church which has been erected by the local members of the Anglican 
community. The building is small and compact, while the interior is well finished off. Viewed from the exterior, 
the church is an attractive one, being well situated on a rise above the main road.13

In , the Reverend W. Gregson was appointed as the first permanent minister to serve the Kelmscott-Armadale 
parish.14 Circa 1910, a Rectory was built beside St Matthew's Church.15 The Kelmscott congregation had 
wanted the rectory built halfway between Kelmscott and Armadale and when they failed to achieve this, they 
are reputed to have declined to contribute toward the cost of the place.16 The Rectory was constructed in 
Federation Queen Anne style.17 The Kelmscott-Armadale parish was part of the Rural Deanery of Canning. 
W. A.B. Haynes was the Rector from 1908 to 1920, the longest serving minister in the first fifty years of the 
parish. James A. Howes was Rector from 1920-1923. In March 1923, the oil lamps in both St Mary's and St 
Matthews churches were replaced with electric light.18 Rector S. T. Lindsey served the district from 1925 to 
1935. During this period, the contributions in the collection plate are reputed tohave grown from twopence-
halfpenny a person per service to threepence.19

In the 1930s, sustenance workers laboured at constructing the Canning Dam. The tent town that housed the 
workers for a number of years had its own school and church. St Michael and All Angels Church, Canning 
Dam was dedicated on 14 June 1938. When the Dam was completed in 1940, the Church was moved to a 
site on Brookton Highway, Roleystone and re-dedicated as St Christopher's Anglican Church on 17 August 
1941, providing another place of worship for Anglicans in the immediate area.20 The parish had an active 
Mothers' Union and Sunday school during the 1930s to 1950s.21

On 21 December 1952, Reverend W. B. Churchill was appointed Rector of the Kelmscott-Armadale parish.22 

In going to Kelmscott-Armadale he has undertaken a work which could fully occupy 
the energies of at least two men. The parish covers a wide area of country along the 
Albany and Bunbury roads, with scattered settlements extending down to the coast. 
There are seventeen centres where services have occasionally been held, and many 
more schools where religious instruction should be given. The rector urgently needs 
the help of an unmarried priest, with sufficient experience to work without much 
supervision. Such men are not easy to get, but I hope that we shall find the right 
man. It would be an ideal place for a young man to gain experience of work in the 
country. 23

The population of the district increased during the post-war period, with the baby boom and migration. Many 
of the migrants who settled in the district were from a British and Anglican background. St Christopher's 
Church, Roleystone was enlarged in 1955, and in 1958, the Kelmscott-Armadale parish was subdivided 
to form the Parish of Kelmscott-Roleystone and the Parish of Armadale. St Mary's Church, Kelmscott was 
renamed St Mary in the Valley, in reference to its location at the bottom of the Roleystone hills. The Kelmscott-
Roleystone parish was appointed its own Rector.24
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By the early 1960s, St Matthew's Church was unable to accommodate the growing congregation of the 
parish, but unlike their counterparts in Kelmscott, who demolished their 1871 Church in 1963 and built a new 
church on the site, the Armadale parishioners decided to enlarge their church. Architectural firm Forbes & 
Fitzhardinge designed a modern addition to the 1904 Church.25 The firm of Forbes andFitzhardinge dates 
from at least 1956, when it was responsible for a new porch for St Luke's Church, Cottesloe, and was 
possibly established in the early 1950s. John B. Fitzhardinge was in partnership with J. Herbert Eales and 
Eustace Cohen in the late 1930s and 1940s, and H. T. Forbes was practising on his own in the 1940s.26 For 
some reason, work on the addition to the Church progressed slowly. In October 1963, it was reported:

After some delays work is again proceeding on St. Matthew's Church, Armadale, and
it is expected to complete it before Christmas. This Church will present many unusual
features. The present building which is square will become the sanctuary and the
new building, triangular in shape, will become the nave and chancel. The walls of the
new section will be curved to present a wave like effect. The steel alloy roof will
sweep in three directions, each rising to a point the highest of which will be 45 feet.
The Church will seat 250 but provision has been made for a future gallery to seat a
further 60.27

The new section of St Matthew's Church was dedicated by Archbishop G. Appleton at a 9.30am service on 
Sunday 12 April 1964.28

St Matthew's Church had been aligned east-west on the site, facing west down Jull Street, with a porch and 
double entry doors in the west wall.29 The addition was designed as a new front, but was attached to the east 
end of the Church, effectively turning it around and giving it a frontage to Prospect Road. The double entry 
door opening in the west wall was bricked in and the west wall became the rear of the structure.30

As part of the work undertaken at the time, the interior of the 1904 Church section perimeter was lined with 
plywood to about 2.4metres from the floor. The plywood was fastened to battens attached to the walls
about 30cm apart in a grid pattern.31

The Diocese acquired Lots 18 & 20 adjoining the Church site (Lot 19) and in 1964, these were amalgamated 
with Lot 19 to create Lot 44, the site of St Matthew's Church and Lot 45, the site of the Rectory.32 In 1976, a 
New Rectory was built on Lot 45, fronting Jull Street, and the Old Rectory was occupied as the administration 
centre for the parish.

The New Rectory was financed by part of a 1973 bequest from Miss Edith Gordon 'to fittingly commemorate 
the memory of her late uncle William Lambden Owen', who with his wife, had raised her. William Owen was a 
civil engineer who had been a mining warden at various gold mining towns, including Menzies, and recorded 
his experiences in the 1933 book Cossack gold: the chronicles of an early goldfields warden. He purchased 
part of 'Brookside' from the estate of Martin Jull in 1922, and renamed the place 'Minnawarra'. The Owens 
occupied the homestead on William's retirement in 1926. William Owen died in 1946 and his wife in 1947 
and Edith Gordon inherited Minnawarra.33 A plaque mounted near the front door of the New Rectory states:

This Rectory was built to the glory of God and in memory of WILLIAM LAMBDEN OWEN
Dedicated 10th October 1976 by the Most Rev. G. T. Sambell

Archbishop of Perth Rector Rev. F. Buchanan.34
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Edith Gordon also bequeathed money to the University of Western Australia for construction of the Law 
Faculty Moot Court and for a William Lambden Owen postgraduate scholarship in engineering.35

By the mid 1970s, the Church site was in the centre of a developing town, and parking in the area was limited. 
Residential development had expanded westward as the population of the district continued to increase with 
almost continuous housing between Kelmscott and Armadale. In 1976, the Diocese purchased land in West 
Armadale for future expansion of Church facilities.36

In 1994, the parish considered building a new parish hall on Lot 45, and demolishing the Old Rectory, which, 
while considered structurally sound, was in need of a considerable amount of work. Armadale City councillor 
and architect, Terry Holton, recommended restoration of the building and assisted the parish in preparing a 
submission for a heritage grant.37

The exterior of the Old Rectory was restored with community donations and some interest-free loans from 
members of the congregation, while the Lotteries Commission granted $7,000 towards the restoration of 
the interior. The work entailed: reinstating the original kitchen, installing new toilets and removing the rear 
kitchen and toilet addition; replacing the rear verandah; restoring the front verandah; repointing of the lime 
mortar where necessary; patching of the lath and plaster ceilings and installation of a plaster cornice at 
wall junctions; better drainage around the foundations to prevent further cracks in the walls caused by the 
expansive clay soil; and complete rewiring and painting. Total cost of the work was $50,000.38

The Old Rectory continued to be used as a parish centre hosting literary, art, craft and music activities, bible 
study, social and welfare programmes and committee meetings.39 By the late 1990s, the Armadale Anglican 
parish had begun establishing new community facilities on its West Armadale landholding. The Old Rectory 
was leased out as offices and part of the New Rectory was occupied as a cafe, with the remainder used as 
the parish office. In 1997, St Mathew's Church and the Old Rectory were entered on the City of Armadale 
Municipal Heritage Inventory, with a recommended level 'A' management category. The New Rectory was 
not included in the Inventory.40

In 1999, Lots 44 and 45 were amalgamated into Lot 200, with an area of 4,641 square metres.41 Changes to 
the road network in Armadale have made the northeastern end of Prospect Road part of Church Ave, so that 
the site has frontages to Prospect Road, Church Ave and Jull Street.

Development of the site is planned, which would involve removal of the 1963 Church addition and restoration 
of the 1904 section of St Matthew's Church, removal of the New Rectory, reclamation of the Old Rectory 
for parish use when the current lease expires, and development of the remainder of the site for retirement 
units, which would include memorial gardens, landscaping and a new entrance from Jull Street. St Matthew's 
Church (1904), once restored, would continue to be used as a place of worship, but would not be the main 
centre for the parish.42

The design of the hyperbolic paraboloid roof was intended to extend over the existing roof but this was 
objected to by church members.43

In 2003, the Old Rectory continues to be occupied as solicitor's offices, the cafe and parish office occupy 
the New Rectory, and St Matthew's Church continues to be used for worship services.
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Historic Theme Social & Civic Activities: Religion

Associations • Martin Jull
• Thomas Buckingham Jr
• Sir J. J. Talbot Hobbs (Architect)
• Forbes and Fitzhardinge (Architecture Firm 1964)

Sources • Foundation Stone
• Conservation Plan for St Matthew’s Anglican Church and Old Rectory 

by Hocking Heritage Studio, February 2007. DPLH
• 2008 Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

St Matthew’s Anglican Church Group, Armadale, comprising St Matthew’s Church built in brick and iron 
(1904, 1964) in Federation Gothic and Late Twentieth Century Ecclesiastical style; the Old Rectory (c.1910), 
a brick and iron residence in Federation Queen Anne style; and the New Rectory (1976), a modern brick and 
tile building, has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• the group is a rare example of a dramatic Late Twentieth Century Ecclesiastical style extension to a 
Federation period church, and includes good examples of both these styles and, in the Old Rectory, of 
Federation Queen Anne style;

• St Matthew’s Church (1904) was designed by prominent West Australian architect Sir J. J. Talbot Hobbs 
and extended in 1964 using the design of architectural firm Forbes and Fitzhardinge;

• the place is associated with early settlers in the Kelmscott-Armadale district, in particular Martin Jull, and 
Church warden Thomas Buckingham Jr.;

• the construction of St Matthew’s Church in 1904 is indicative of the development of the district following 
the opening of the South Western railway line; and,

• the place makes a considerable contribution to the Armadale community’s sense of place as a reminder 
of the historical development of the area and is valued for its ongoing religious and social associations 
as demonstrated by the restoration of the Old Rectory in 1994-95.

The New Rectory (1976) has low aesthetic significance.

Aesthetic Value It has aesthetic significance as a fine example of a Federation Gothic 
ecclesiastical building.  

Historic Value It has historic significance representing the role of the Anglican Church in the 
history of settlement in Armadale.  

Scientific Value -

Social Value The Church has social significance to members of the Armadale Anglican 
community.
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Rarity -

Representativeness -

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Roof ridge facing west
Source: SCA 20/06/2018

The east façade. 
Souce: SCA 20/06/2018

Back elevation showing the addition to the east.
Source: SCA 10/04/2018

Blind flatarch to the west.
Souce: SCA 10/04/2018
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Full height windows to the addition.
Souce: SCA 10/04/2018

Roof detail of the addition.
Souce: SCA 10/04/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Souce: AMHI 2008 Souce: AMHI 2008

Souce: AMHI 2008
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Minnawarra Park and Trees
Street Address Orchard Avenue and Armadale Road
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 346242
Land Information Lots 99 Vol/Folio 272200134

Plan/Diagram P002797
GPS 32.14994025, 116.0169558

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04684
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings Armadale Redevelopment Authority Cultural Heritage Strategy 2005

PLACE TYPE Urban Park
Original Use Park/Reserve
Current Use Park/Reserve
Other Use -

Sugar Gums and Minnawarra Park Place No.:  014
Previous Place No.:  103
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date Park and lake 1985;  Trees 1895-1910
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The park is bounded by Armadale Road to the north, Jull Street to the south, Orchard Avenue to the west 
and Church Avenue to the east. It comprises significant established trees, a grassed area, and a lake which 
is connected to the Neerigen Brook. A timber bridge spans the centre of the lake, with another bridge located 
to the northwest next to a steel and timber arbor. South of the central bridge is an octagonal pavilion. Brick-
paved and exposed aggregate paths wind around the circumference of the grass banks of the lake. A purple 
bench overlooking the lake was also placed to ‘honour of all victims of domestic and family violence’. 

South of the park, tiered planting with various flowering shrubs lead to the Armadale Primary School and 
Armadale Congregational Church. There are also a number of ducks living in the park.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 12/12/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The park is set on land that was formerly part of Martin Jull’s, and his wife Dr Roberta Jull’s, property known 
as “Brookside". It is believed the Sugar Gums were planted by the Julls between about 1895 and 1910.
The sugar gums formed an avenue from Jull St to the house and the eucalyptus protected Dr Jull going out 
to patients and coming home to the family. Martin Jull and Dr Roberta Jull were instrumental in having Sugar 
Gums planted around schools in the state  and railway stations.1 

The land was later purchased by ‘Warden’ Owen in around 1912 and renamed “Minnawarra”.  The land was 
purchased by Council in 1958, following a deal of controversy over a number of years, after being purchased 
by Fred and Percy James in 1954 and being held in trust with an option for the  to purchase. 
 
The “new” Council offices were erected on part of the land in 1985, History House Museum was constructed 
in 1976 and the Primary School and Congregational Church were relocated to the precinct in 1988.  The lake 
and parklands were constructed in 1985.
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A plaque by the City of Armadale to the south of the central bridge states:

MINNAWARRA PARK

A north-west Aboriginal word 
meaning ‘a while’. The site of the 

historic property ‘Brookside’ 
originally owned by the Jull family.
In 1912 Warden Lambden Owen
purchased the property renaming

it ‘Minnawarra’. This area now
forms the heart of the City’s
Civic and Cultural Precinct.
This land was acquired by

Council on 10 Oct
1958.

Other signage by the City of Armadale includes duck dietary information. 

A purple bench containing a plaque in honour of all victims of domestic and family violence.

1             Jeffrey Green, 2019

Historic Theme Social and Civic activities: Sport, recreation & entertainment
People: Aboriginal People

Associations • Martin Jull and “Brookside” - Previous owners of the property
• ‘Warden’ Owen and “Minnawarra” - Previous owners of the property

Sources Mounted plaques on site
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Sugar Gums and Minnawarra Park has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value for its contribution to the park like setting of central Armadale and the 
mature trees that provide links to Armadale’s pioneering heritage.

• The place has historic value with Martin Jull’s historic property “Brookside”. 
• The place has social value for its associations with the relocated buildings in the Minnawarra Heritage 

Precinct.
• Neerigen Brook has been identified as a site of significance to the Aboriginal community.

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

Previous Place No.:  103
Place No.:  014

195



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Central bridge spanning the lake.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

Steel and timber arbor framing an exposed 
aggregate path.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

Second bridge with decking, and steel and timber 
railings to the northwest.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

City of Armadale plaque south of the central 
bridge.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

Purple bench overlooking the lake, placed in 
honour of ‘victims of domestic and family violence.’
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

New plantings on the banks of the lake.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008 Source: AMHI 2008
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 7 Minnawarra Historic Precinct, Orchard Avenue
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 1229305
Land Information Lot 135 Vol/Folio 1412660

Plan/Diagram P694
GPS -32.14962, 116.01727

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database -
Previous AMHI -
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Educational - Museum
Current Use Educational - Museum
Other Use -

History House Museum Place No.:  015
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1976
Walls Rendered brick
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Late Twentieth Century Perth Regional

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

History House is located in the Minnawarra Historic Precinct, to the north of a central car park for the City of 
Armadale Administration Offices and to the south-east of the Armadale Congregational Church (Place No. 
016) and Armadale Primary School (fmr) (Place No. 017) in Minnawarra Park. 

The building is single storey and has a domestic quality with salmon coloured rendered brick walls. The 
building has a flat roof with a skillion section to the centre of the building. The walls to the skillion section are 
corrugated steel. The building has a large timber ring beam to the top of the exterior walls. This ring beam 
is painted light green. 

The entrance to building is to the south. The south entrance has double glazed sliding doors with sidelight 
windows to either sides of the doors. A face brick bench with a mounted memorial plaque is located close to 
the entrance. The entrance projects from the west elevation and a small awning roof extends over the entry 
door.  There is a cream domestic double garage to the south of the south façade. 

The east of the building connects to a publicly accessible toilet block. This public toilet block section of the 
building has a gabled roof with corrugated steel roof sheeting. This section also has rendered masonry walls 
that are painted a darker pink colour. To each gable end is timber screening which has openings between the 
timber elements. The timber to this section of the building is painted dark green. 

The north elevation of the building faces the park. There are tall narrow windows spaced evenly along this 
elevation. 

The west elevation has no openings. 

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 18/02/2019
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HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Targeted efforts to gather historical records, artefacts and memorabilia from the district began in 1967, 
supported by MLA Cyril Rushton and former Armadale resident Henrietta Drake-Brockman (daughter of 
Martin & Roberta Jull). From the outset, it was intended to create a space for keeping the historical objects 
collected. The Armadale-Kelmscott branch of the Royal Western Australian Historical Society formed in 
1968, with 100 members. Prominent in its establishment, and serving as foundation president, was Ivor 
Treharne Birthwistle.1

Ivor Birtwistle (1892-1976) was a journalist with a keen interest in community affairs. He was actively involved 
in many community groups, including Surf Lifesaving Association, Scouts, YMCA, Returned Services 
League, WA Historical Society and National Trust. After his retirement in 1957, he moved permanently to 
his hills home at Roleystone and subsequently served five years on the Armadale-Kelmscott Shire Council 
(1964-1969). In that role, he was influential in encouraging greater interest in local history in the Shire.2  

In November 1973, the Armadale-Kelmscott Historical Society launched an appeal to raise $10,000 towards 
a local museum and archives, after it became clear that there was no historical building in the district suitable 
to be repurposed for archival-standard storage and display. The Shire promised to match donations 2:1. 
Despite opposition from the Ratepayers Association, the Shire kept its promise, and the Historical Society 
raised the required $10,000. Local architect Phil Pritchard donated his services to design the building and 
oversee the project. It was constructed by builder Gerrit (Johannes) Bosveld, of the local Dutch community. 
Retired governor Sir Paul Hasluck formally opened the building on 25 April 1976. It was reported to be only 
the second purpose-built community museum in the metropolitan area and the seventh in the state.3  

History House was constructed with red pressed brickwork to represent the different brickworks in the district.
The beams of timber used in the building reflect the local timber industry. The white walls represent the white 
wash commonly used in the area. The building was extended in 1987/88.4

History House was managed by local volunteers. The first curator was Margaret Bettenay. Peter Verstegen 
was the first to oversee exhibitions.5 Ivor Birtwistle was the first curator of History House archives, but died 
two months after the opening.6 

Margaret Bettenay, inaugural secretary of the Historical Society, served as Honorary Curator until 2001. 
After she retired, the City Council took operation of History House. Changes to public liability insurance 
requirements were making it difficult for the Historical Society to operate. In 2002, Birtwistle Local Studies 
Library opened in the old Armadale School Building, relocated to Minnawarra Park.7

Signage next to the entry doors states:

CITY OF ARMADALE
History House Museum

Where yesterday meets today....

Place No.:  015
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A memorial plaque mounted on a face brick bench located near the entrance states:

Dedicated to the memory of
John Leslie Davey

3 May 1913 - 1 March 2008

A true gentleman, devoted and compassionate about native plants and local history, 
always willing to share his knowledge with others.

This seat has been constructed from historic, locally-made bricks and placed here 
to honour the invaluable contribution John made to the development 
of History House from its inception.

Founding and Life Member of the Wildflorwer Society of WA, Armadale Branch.
Member of Armadale-Kelmscott Historical Society.

Member of Armadale & Districts Brickworks Preservation Group.
Member of the History House Management Committee.

Life Member of both the Armadale Vets and Dale Golf Clubs.
“An inspirational and tireless worker within our local community.”

1             Carter & Carter, pp.350-351
2             Porter, Anne, ‘Birtwistle, Ivor Treharne (1892–1976)’, Australian Dictionary of Biography, National Centre of Biography, Australian National 
               University, 1993
3             Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.350-353
4            Jeffrey Green, 2019.
5             Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.350-353
6            Porter, Anne, ‘Birtwistle, Ivor Treharne (1892–1976)’, Australian Dictionary of Biography, National Centre of Biography, Australian National 
              University, 1993
7            Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.350-351, 376-377

Historic Theme Occupations: Intellectual activities
Associations -
Sources

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

History House Museum, a single storey building in the Late Twentieth Century Perth Regional  architectural 
style has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has historic value as a purpose built community museum opened in 1976 and operated by the 
Armadale-Kelmscott Historical Society.

• The place has social value due to its association with Ivor Birtwistle (1892-1976) a resident who was 
influential in encouraging greater interest in local history in the Shire.

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

Place No.:  015
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Face brick bench and mounted memorial plaque 
located near the entrance.
Source: SCA 18/02/2019

Close-up of the memorial plaque.
Source: SCA 18/02/2019

Signage located next to the entrance doors to the 
south facade,
Source: SCA 18/02/2019

Publicly accessible toilets to the east with a gable 
roof and rendered masonry walls.

East elevation of the publicly accessible toilets.
Source: SCA 18/02/2019

Render to the north elevation with outlines of brick 
underneath.
Source: SCA 18/02/2019

Place No.:  015
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Minnawarra Historic Precinct
Street Address 127 Jull Street
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 1229305
Land Information Lots 135 Vol/Folio 141200660

Plan/Diagram P000694
GPS

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04666
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings Armadale Redevelopment Authority Cultural Heritage Strategy 2005

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Religious - Church, Cathedral or Chapel
Current Use Religious - Church, Cathedral or Chapel
Other Use -

Armadale Congregational Church Place No.:  016
Previous Place No.:  099
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1903
Walls Face brick
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Gothic

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The Armadale Congregational Church is situated within the Minnawarra Historic Precinct Park and located 
to the east of the relocated Armadale Primary School (fmr) .

The building is single storey with a simple rectangular plan and a gabled roof entry section to the west. It is 
constructed of stretcher bond face brick and has a corrugated steel roof.  The Church has pointed arched 
windows and rendered sills. The timber joinery to the building is painted cream and brown. There is a large 
varnished timber door to the porch entrance.

A mounted plaque to the west of the entry section identifies the building as a relocated building. A brick paved 
area is located at the Church entrance. The Church has garden areas to the perimeter.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 10/04/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The Church now sits in the Minnawarra Historic Precinct but its original location was on the corner of Third 
Road and Church Avenue, Armadale. Armadale’s first church, it was built in 1903 on land donated by Thomas 
Saw.  A transept was added c1913 and a porch in the 1940s.  The church was relocated to the Minnawarra 
Historic Precinct in 1988.

Demolished due to the development of a shopping centre, a community committee called “The Armadale 
School and Congregational Church Relocation Trust” was formed in March/April 1987 to save both buildings.  
Materials from the demolition of the church were bought back from those who had contracted to buy them 
and, with a Commonwealth grant and many donors and helpers, the Church was permitted to be rebuilt next 
to History House Museum and vested in the City of Armadale.

Previous Place No.:  099
Place No.:  016
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A mounted plaque near the entry states:

A COMMUNITY PROJECT BY THE 

ARMADALE SCHOOL & CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
RELOCATION TRUST

FOR THE
PRESERVATION & RELOCATION OF THE 
HISTORIC ARMADALE SCHOOL (1900)
& CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH (1903)

PRESENTED TO THE CITY OF ARMADALE

26th APRIL 1988

Historic Theme Social & Civic Activities: Religion

Associations -
Sources Mounted plaque on building

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Armadale Congregational Church is of cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as an example of a church in the Federation Gothic style dating from the 
early 1900s. 

• the place has historic value as the first church in Armadale.
• The place has social value as represented by the community project to relocate the building in the 1980s.  
• The place has social value for being a place of worship and for being often used as a classroom.

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

Previous Place No.:  099
Place No.:  016
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Plantings and pointed arch windows to north 
elevation.
Source: SCA 10/04/2018

Gable end to east elevation.
Source: SCA 10/04/2018

Varnished timber entry door to south elevation.
Source: SCA 10/04/2018

Pointed arch windows to the south elevation
Source: SCA 10/04/2018

Mounted plaque west of entry porch.
Source: SCA 08/08/2018

Previous Place No.:  099
Place No.:  016
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008 Source: AMHI 2008

1903- year of construction.
Source: Perth, WA : The Hart Co, FPH022
Birtwistle Library

A view of the Congregational Church in Armadale 
from the other side of the roadway in 1915.
Source: PH638 Birtwistle Library

Armadale Congregaional Church 1960
Pascoe, Vernon
Source: MPH111 Birtwistle Library

1987- Armadale School and Church project under 
construction at Minnawarra Park.
Source: PH153 Birtwistle Library

Previous Place No.:  099
Place No.:  016
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Birtwistle Local Studies Library
Street Address 127 Jull Street
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 1229305
Land Information Lot 135 Vol/Folio 141200660

Plan/Diagram P000694
GPS -32.14896683, 116.0186234

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04532
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings Armadale Redevelopment Authority Cultural Heritage Strategy 2005

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Educational - Primary School
Current Use Educational - Library
Other Use -

Armadale Primary School (fmr) Place No.:  017
Previous Place No.:  102
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1900, 1988
Walls Face brick
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Queen Anne

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The Armadale Primary School (fmr) is situated within the Minnawarra Historic Precinct Park and is located to 
the west of the Armadale Congregational Church. 

The single storey building has a gable roof with a lean-to verandah to the east. It has a rectangular form 
and is constructed of face brick with a rendered band and a brick chimney with corbeling.  The building has 
double hung timber windows with fanlights on the west side and horizontal windows on the east side.  The 
building has a lean-to verandah which is supported by timber posts. A brick paved ramp leads up to the 
entrance of the building. A St George Cross style cream and brown painted timber balustrade is located to 
the side of the ramp. 

A plaque mounted on the east wall by the City of Armadale identifies the building as a Historic Site. Another  
mounted plaque on the Armadale Congregational Church (016) to the west of the entry section identifies 
the building as a relocated building. The building is located in a park setting with plantings and grass to its 
perimeter. Brick paved paths surround the building.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 08/08/2018, 10/04/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The school now sits in the Minnawarra Historic Precinct but its original location was on the corner of Third 
Road and Church Avenue, Armadale.  The one time adjacent old Jarrah tree off Church Avenue, remembered 
by many children who attended the school, is still part of the Armadale Shopping City car park.

The school, constructed in 1900, was the first built in Armadale and was extended by an equivalent sized 
classroom in 1906.  The land it was built upon was donated by Thomas Saw, as was the land for the nearby 
Congregational Church (which often served as an extra classroom for the school throughout its life on the 
original site). The Armadale Primary School had started in the Mechanics Institute.1

The extension of the Armadale Shopping City resulted in the sale and demolition of the Armadale Primary 
School and the building of a new school in Carradine Road, Armadale.  In 1987 a committee called “The 
Armadale School and Congregational Church Relocation Trust” was formed to save the Primary School and 
Congregational Church buildings.

Previous Place No.:  102
Place No.:  017
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Materials from the demolition of the Church were bought back from those who had contracted to buy them 
and with a Commonwealth grant and many donors and helpers the Church and School were permitted to be 
built next to the History House Museum and vested in the City of Armadale

Because there was no funding for the school due to unforeseen circumstances, a novel way of relocating
the building was successfully attempted.  With brick building moving gear, mobile cranes and trucks, the 
building was moved intact to its new site in Minnawarra Park – perhaps the first brick building to be moved 
on a public road in the southern hemisphere.

A mounted plaque by the City of Armadale states:

HISTORIC SITE

Birtwistle
Local Studies Library

Opened
20 June 2003

in the
Old Armadale Primary School

building constructed 1900
and relocated to the

Minnawarra Historic Precinct
in 1987

1    Jeffrey Green 2019

Historic Theme Social & Civic Activities: Community services & utilities
Associations -
Sources Mounted plaque on building

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Armadale Primary School (fmr) has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as an example of a former school building dating from the early 1900s with 
design features typical of the period of construction. 

• The place has historic value as the first school in Armadale and representing the early history of 
settlement of the City.

• The place has social value as represented by the community project to relocate the building is the 1980s. 

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

Previous Place No.:  102
Place No.:  017
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Lean-to verandah and ramp to east elevation.
Source: SCA 10/04/2018

Double hung timber windows to west elevation and 
north gable end.
Source: SCA 10/04/2018

Plaque mounted on the east wall.
Source: SCA 08/08/2018

Previous Place No.:  102
Place No.:  017
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008 Source: AMHI 2008

Source: AMHI 2008 1987 Congregational Church and Armadale 
Primary School buildings in their new setting at 
Minnawarra Park.
Source: PH103 Birtwistle Library

1987 Moving the old Armadale Primary School 
building.
Source: PH150

1987 Moving the old Armadale Primary School 
building.
Source: PH149

Previous Place No.:  102
Place No.:  017
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Swan TAFE – Armadale Annexe Jull Street
Street Address 145 Jull Street
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 346238
Land Information Lot 13 Vol/Folio 272200134

Plan/Diagram P001953
GPS -32.15059375, 116.0163625

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04679
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings Armadale Redevelopment Authority Cultural Heritage Strategy 2005

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Governmental - Office or Administration Building
Current Use Governmental - Office or Administration Building
Other Use Educational - Other

Shire Council Offices (fmr) Place No.:  018
Previous Place No.:  101
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1966-67
Walls Face brick 
Roof Steel 
Architectural Style Late Twentieth-Century International Style

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The current City of Armadale Administration Building is located to the north of the place. A large car park is 
located to the east and a Government building is located to the west.

The two storey late Twentieth-Century International style building is constructed in a curved form with a 
semi-circular driveway access from Jull Street. The building appears as single storey from Jull street and a 
lower storey is located to the north following the slope of the site from south to north. The building uses light 
coloured brickwork with a dark coloured brick up to the dado and to section of the building at the lower level. 
The building has exposed steel rectangular columns to the Jull Street elevation. Aluminium framed windows 
run the full length of the front elevation. Central brick steps lead to the entrance. 

Garden beds and a mature tree contribute to the buildings presentation. 

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 10/04/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The Shire offices building was designed by architects WG Bennett, Allen and Allen in 1965 and officially 
opened in 1967.  The building is sited on Jull Street opposite the Old  Building.  It is sited on the property 
once owned by Martin Jull and backed by Sugar Gums planted by the Jull family.  The building is two storeys 
but uses the fall of the land to adopt a low profile “friendly” quality by stepping the building down slope away 
from Jull Street.

Historic Theme Social & Civic Activities: Government and politics
Associations Local Government Administration

WG Bennett Alan and Alan
Sources ARA Cultural Heritage Strategy 2005

Previous Place No.:  101
Place No.:  018
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Shire Council Offices (fmr) has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a well executed example of a public building in the Late Twentieth 
Century International style.

• The place has historic value as it reflects the significant expansion of the civic administrative role of 
local government in the area, reflecting rapid urbanisation and the evolution from country village to a 
metropolitan regional centre.

• The place has social value to the Armadale community as a former shire administrative building and its 
more recent use as an educational centre.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Steel rectangular columns to west elevation.
Source: SCA 10/04/2018

Face brick to the north elevation.
Source: SCA 10/04/2018

Rendered brick to east elevation.
Source: SCA 08/08/2018

Previous Place No.:  101
Place No.:  018
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008 Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  101
Place No.:  018
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names
Street Address
Locality
Landgate PIN
Land Information

GPS

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database
Previous AMHI
Other Listings

PLACE TYPE
Original Use
Current Use
Other Use

Old Jarrah Tree

Jarrah Tree, Armadale (Eucalyptus marginata)
206 Jull Street
Armadale
11618570
Lot 710 Vol/Folio 265400895

Plan/Diagram P052194
-32.154099, 116.016180

09009
2008
State Register of Heritage Places - Permanent Entry 09/09/2003; Armadale 
Redevelopment Authority Cultural Heritage Strategy 2005; National Trust of Australia

Tree
Other
Other

Place No.:  019
Previous Place No.:  108
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date -
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The tree is located on the top deck at the southern end of the carpark in Armadale Shopping City. The site 
has a stone angled retaining wall that extends from the basement carpark. 

The tree is surrounded by steel fencing with signage containing information regarding its heritage listing, and 
the  Conservation Order. Surrounding the tree are some shrubs and a peppermint tree.

The east side of the tree is showing recent growth and branches with new foliage extend to the east and 
north.

Condition Good
Integrity -
Authenticity -
Date of Survey 06/06/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The following information has been extracted from the State Register of Heritage Places, Permanent Entry 
Documentation: 

The tree stood in the grounds of the Armadale Primary School and is fondly remembered by many children 
who attended the school.

The land on which the tree stood was sold by Thomas Saw, one of the earliest settlers in the district, a major 
property owner and local benefactor, to the Minister for Education to be used as a school site.

The 2008 Municipal Heritage Inventory notes that the Jarrah tree was ringbarked in 1997 causing an impact 
on the tree’s ability to generate and sustain growth. 

The Jarrah tree was also the subject of a Conservation Order issued on 14 November 1997 after the Minister 
for Heritage had received 1,147 submissions in favour of conservation.

Previous Place No.:  108
Place No.:  019
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A sign erected by Armadale Shopping City on the perimeter fencing states:

The Old Jarrah Tree
The largest jarrah tree in the metropolitan area

This heritage listed tree stands at
74ft high with a 19 ft 9ins girth
and is over 1,500 years old.

Proudly maintained by Armadale Shopping City

Within the perimeter fencing a second sign states:

HERITAGE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA ACT 1990
CONSERVATION ORDER

This place is protected by a Conservation Order under the
Heritage of Western Australia Act.

It is prohibited for any person to:
* damage or demolish any part of the building(s) on the place;
* remove any material from the place;
*carry out any activity which may affect detrimentally the 
heritage characteristics of the place

(See full copy of the Order affixed to the rear of this sign).
Contravention of the Order is an offence punishable by law.

For further information please contact (08) 9221 4177

The rear of the sign is not visible from the public domain.

Historic Theme Social & Civic Activities: Environmental awareness

Associations Thomas Saw - Previous owner of the property

Sources • On-site signage
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.:  108
Place No.:  019
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Jarrah Tree, Armadale, a site containing an exceptionally large jarrah tree, has cultural heritage 
significance for the following reasons:

• surviving trees of equivalent age and girth are rare in the metropolitan area;
• the tree reflects the great age of this species and is an important remnant of the period prior to European 

colonisation;
• the tree has landmark quality and illustrates the girth of some jarrah forest trees before European 

settlement and subsequent clearing and timber felling;
• the place contributes to the community’s sense of place by providing a physical link with the history of 

the development of Armadale;
• the place was associated with Thomas Saw, one of the earliest settlers in the district, a major property 

owner and local benefactor, who sold the land on which the tree stands to the Minister for Education to 
be used as a school site;

• the tree was associated with playground activities at Armadale Primary School from 1904 to 1987 and is 
highly valued by the local community;

• the tree was the subject of a Conservation Order issued on 14 November 1997 after the Minister for 
Heritage had received 1,147 submissions in favour of conservation; and,

• the tree forms an integral part of the Bicentennial Heritage Tree Trail and is included on the Register of 
Significant Trees of the National Trust of Australia (WA).

Aesthetic Value Despite its reduced circumstances, the Jarrah tree is significant for its 
landmark quality.

Historic Value The tree reflects the great age of this species and is a significant remnant of 
the period prior to European settlement.

Scientific Value The girth and age of this Eucalyptus marginata make it valuable as a 
benchmark site with the potential to contribute to future research on the 
natural history of Western Australia.

Social Value The Jarrah tree has played a significant role in the playground activities of 
Armadale school children from 1904 to 1987 and is highly valued by the local 
community.  This high public regard is illustrated by efforts of community 
groups to prevent its destruction in 1987 and 1997.

The tree contributes to the community’s sense of place by providing a 
physical link with the history of the development of Armadale

It forms an integral part of the Bicentennial Heritage Tree Trail and is included 
on the Tree Register of the National Trust of Australia (WA).

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

Previous Place No.:  108
Place No.:  019
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

The tree is surrounded by steel fencing with signage.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

West side of the tree.
Source: 06/06/2018

Signage on the north fence.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

Signage located within the fence.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  108
Place No.:  019
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names
Street Address
Locality
Landgate PIN
Land Information

GPS

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database
Previous AMHI
Other Listings

PLACE TYPE
Original Use
Current Use
Other Use

Post Office Building (fmr) 

Armadale Post Office (Post and Telegraph Office)
234 Jull Street
Armadale
12351666
Lot 200

Plan/Diagram D073414 Vol/Folio2693/294
-32.15332108, 116.0139615

00094
2008
Armadale Redevelopment Authority Cultural Heritage Strategy 2005

Individual Building or Group
Governmental - Other
Vacant
Governmental - Office or Administration Building

Place No.:  020
Previous Place No.:  112
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1898
Walls Brick
Roof Terracotta tile
Architectural Style Federation Arts and Crafts

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The fomer Post Office Building is located on the southern end of Jull Street mall and also addresses 
Commerce Avenue. The building is single storey painted brick with terracotta tile hip and gable roof. The 
north facade features a louvred gablet on a central hip roof and tuck pointed arch with rendered keystones. 
There is a band of render above the archway. Four steps lead to the entry level and the entrance porch has 
a rendered plinth below. The entrance has been fitted out with steel and glass with automatic doors. 

An arched arcade with balustrades is located to the west and includes a ramp with stainless steel handrails 
leading to the entry level. Casing for original post boxes are also featured in the arcade, which overlooks a 
small garden. There is a mural to the south elevation and an aluminium palisade fence to the rear enclosing 
a bitumin car park to the south. 

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 10/04/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The building contains some of the original telegraph office and residence fabric dating from 1898 located 
to the north east. The building has undergone a number of alterations from the original.  The design of the 
c1900 alteration is accredited to George Temple Poole who was the chief architect of the Public Works 
Department from 1885 to 1897.1  The building is no longer used as a post office and was the headquarters 
of the Armadale Region Business Association and more recently Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority 
(MRA).  The building is one of only five pre-World War I buildings remaining along Jull Street.  The building 
has been a prominent and distinctive feature of the streetscape at the western end of Jull Street for over a 
hundred years.

In December 2017 the Armadale Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority relocated to Perth.

1     Ian Boersma 2019

Historic Theme Social & Civic Activities: Community services & utilities

Previous Place No.:  112
Place No.:  020
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Associations George Temple Poole - Chief Architect for the Public Works Department

Sources 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Post Office Building (fmr) , a single storey brick and tile post office in the Federation Arts and Crafts style, 
has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a public building containing some of the original features in the 
Federation Arts and Crafts style.  

• The building has historic value as an example of the work of the Public Works Department of Western 
Australia under the direction of Chief Architect George Temple Poole.

• The place is of social value as it represents the provision of public facilities such as postal services to 
Armadale from the late 19th Century.

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

North elevation featuring a louvred gablet on 
a central hip roof and tuck pointed arch with 
rendered keystones.
Source: SCA 10/04/2018

Arched arcade with balustrades to the west. Includes 
a ramp with stainless steel handrails leading to the 
entry level.
Source: SCA 10/04/2018

Previous Place No.:  112
Place No.:  020
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Rendered plinth to north elevation
Source: SCA 10/04/2018

The east elevation.
Source: SCA 10/04/2018

South elevation features a mural.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

Casing for original post boxes in the arcade.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

Arch infilled in the entrance porch.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

Previous Place No.:  112
Place No.:  020
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008 Source: AMHI 2008

The post office in 1949.
Source: State Library of Western Australia

Previous Place No.:  112
Place No.:  020
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names
Street Address
Locality
Landgate PIN
Land Information

GPS

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database
Previous AMHI
Other Listings

PLACE TYPE
Original Use
Current Use
Other Use

William Alderson’s Residence

-
27A Lensham Place
Armadale
11091870
Lot 12 Vol/Folio 253200697

Plan/Diagram P034825
-32.16083182, 116.0165533

18960
2008
-

Individual Building or Group
Residential - Single-storey Residence
Residential - Single-storey Residence
-

Place No.:  021
Previous Place No.:  021
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1937
Walls Concrete block, weatherboard, render
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Inter-War Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is located in a residential setting and faces Lensham Place with South Western Highway to the 
east. 

The building is a single-storey residence with a symmetrical form, textured concrete block walls and short 
sheet corrugated steel hipped gable iron roof that incorporates a verandah to all four sides. The roof is 
painted red. The verandah has rendered brick piers and walls forming a balustrade, supporting square 
timber posts with decorative brackets and valance.  A large portion of the verandah has been enclosed with 
weatherboards, fixed glazing, and textured glass louvres.  

The residence also features an early or original free-standing toilet building located on the south side. There 
is a timber picket fencing to the front of the building and steel fencing to the other boundaries. A number of 
mature trees are located within close proximity to the residence, including a large Flame tree and numerous 
gum trees. A row of mature fruit trees located on Lot 27B as part of the original lot are still extant and 
contribute to the setting of this building.

Condition Fair
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium 
Date of Survey 20/09/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

William Alderson was an orchardist who married into the Saw family.

At some stage the original property was subdivided to lots 27A and 27B. The residence is still extant on Lot 
27A and a row of mature fruit trees are on Lot 27B.

In March 2015 Lot 27B was granted Planning Approval for fourteen multiple dwellings, subject to conditions.
An extension of time to the existing approval was granted two years later. No works were observed in 
September 2018 however the “two timber gate posts and a driveway near the South Western Highway 
boundary” observed in the 2008 Municipal Heritage Inventory are no longer extent.

A full demolition to the existing residence on Lot 27A was refused by the City of Armadale in 2018.

Previous Place No.:  021
Place No.:  021
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Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities

Associations William Alderson

Sources • City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The William Alderson's Residence has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as an example of the Inter-War Bungalow style of architecture.
• The place is representative example of a textured concrete block residence constructed during the 

1930s that features a symmetrical form with a hipped roof that incorporates a verandah.
• The place is associated with William Alderson, an Armadale orchardist who married into the Saw family.

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Front verandah facing Lensham Place.
Source: SCA 20/09/2018

Textured concrete blocks and timber posts and 
valances to the verandah.
Source: SCA 20/09/2018

Previous Place No.:  021
Place No.:  021
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Row of mature fruit trees extant to the original 
property visible from the South Western Highway.
Source: SCA 20/09/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  021
Place No.:  021
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names
Street Address
Locality
Landgate PIN
Land Information

GPS

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database
Previous AMHI
Other Listings

PLACE TYPE
Original Use
Current Use
Other Use

Armadale Obelisk, Memorial Park

Fallen Soldiers Memorial Park
Corner Orchard Avenue and Jull Street
Armadale
346072
Lots 11 Vol/Folio 104100884

Plan/Diagram P001953
-32.15125193, 116.0156341

04673
2008
Armadale Redevelopment Authority Cultural Heritage Strategy 2005
Statewide War Memorial Survey (01 May 1996)

Other Built Type
Monument - Monument/Cemetary
Monument - Monument/Cemetary
-

Place No.:  022
Previous Place No.:  098
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1916, 1956
Walls Red face brick and stone
Roof -
Architectural Style Inter-war Stripped Classical

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The obelisk is situated within Memorial Park which is located on the corner of Orchard Avenue and Jull Street. 
The obelisk is constructed in three distinct sections using red brick. The lower sections are constructed in 
Flemish bond. Marble tablets with commemorative information is mounted on each side of the memorial. The 
obelisk is mounted on plinths three steps up to the memorial and is surrounded by exposed aggregate paving 
with white inscriptions that are located in a radial pattern from the memorial. A low rough face stone wall 
surrounds the memorial and paved area. The stone wall has mounted brass plaques that have the names of 
fallen soldiers. Seating is provided adjacent to the stone wall with mounted memorial plaques.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 12/12/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The obelisk was originally erected in June 1916 at the corner of Eleventh Avenue (now Commerce Avenue) 
and Fourth Road, Armadale and unveiled on 16 December 1916 by Sir Harry Barron K.C.M.G. The obelisk 
was erected as a roll of honour to those serving in WWI, the obelisk later became a memorial. The obelisk 
was built of locally made and specially moulded bricks. It is recorded as the oldest obelisk in Australia by the 
Coastal District Times, May 1956.  The obelisk was relocated to Memorial Park in May 1956.  In 1990 the 
marble tablets were replaced and the originals were held in History House.  The brick obelisk has engraved 
marble tablets and is surrounded by brick paving and an open circular wall which has plaques with the names 
of fallen soldiers.  The wall was taken down and rebuilt in 2011 and area around the memorial was resurfaced 
during a redevelopment of the Memorial Park.  

Historic Theme Outside influences: World Wars and other wars

Associations • Returned Servicemen 

Sources Plaques mounted on obelisk

Previous Place No.:  098
Place No.:  022
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Armadale Obelisk in Memorial Park, a brick memorial in the Inter-War Stripped Classical architectural 
style, has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as it is located in Memorial Park in the centre of Armadale with mature 
trees that provide links to Armadale’s pioneering heritage. 

• The place has historic value as the first obelisk in Australia (though originally erected in a different 
location) that perpetuates the memory of Armadale residents and adjoining districts that fell during the 
Great War and subsequent conflicts.

• The place has social value to residents and families of the City as the relocated war memorial perpetuates 
the memory of residents of the district who fell in the Great War and subsequent conflicts.

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Mounted plaque to the west elevation.
Source: SCA 08/08/2018

Low rough stone wall with mounted plaques.
Source: SCA 10/04/2018

Previous Place No.:  098
Place No.:  022
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  098
Place No.:  022
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names
Street Address
Locality
Landgate PIN
Land Information

GPS

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database
Previous AMHI
Other Listings

PLACE TYPE
Original Use
Current Use
Other Use

Memorial Park and Trees

Fallen Soldiers Memorial Park
Cnr Orchard Avenue and Jull Street
Armadale
346072
Lots 11 Vol/Folio 104100884

Plan/Diagram P001953
-32.15125193, 116.0156341

04673
2008
Armadale Redevelopment Authority Cultural Heritage Strategy 2005

Urban Park
Park/Reserve
Park/Reserve
-

Place No.:  023
Previous Place No.:  100
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1920
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The park is located on the corner of Jull Street and Orchard Avenue and features a war memorial obelisk, 
grassed and paved areas, a children’s playground, interpretation signange, and a tiered amphitheatre set 
amidst mature camphor laurel trees with shrubs and hedging to the base of trees. The semi-formal park also 
has brick paved directional paths criss-crossing throughout and limestone retaining walls with garden beds 
to the boundary. 

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 12/12/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The park is set in a central location in Armadale on land that was previously owned by Martin Jull.  The section 
of the property had also been used as a horse paddock and the park was formed as a Soldiers Memorial 
Park in 1920.  Trees were planted in 1921 to form an honour avenue for fallen service personnel during World 
War I.  The park was transferred in trust from the Memorial Park Board to the Armadale Kelmscott  on 13 
June 1941.  The war memorial obelisk was moved to the park in 1956.  

A plaque by the City of Armadale below a camphor laurel tree in the middle of the park states:

HERITAGE TRAIL OF NOTABLE
AND SIGNIFICANT TREES

TREE 13     CAMPHOR LAUREL       Cinnamomum camphora

Native of Asia, this large growing tree with dense, aromatic 
foliage makes an excellent subject for park planting. It was
planted in 1921, along with 27 other trees, in  honour of local
men who died in the 1914 - 18 War. The park in which it stands
was formerly known as the ‘Armadale Fallen Soldier’s
Memorial Park’.

Previous Place No.:  100
Place No.:  023
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Additional signage close to the children’s playground provides information on playground upgrades 
undertaken by the City of Armadale:

Memorial Park Playground Upgrade

As part of the City’s
program of improving the
parks, we will be undertaking
playground upgrade works
in Memorial Park.

Works include new Railway inspired 
playground equipment, an all abilities seesaw,
a community swing and landscaping.

Works are to commence May 2018
and anticipated to be complete in late
August 2018.

Historic Theme Outside Influences: World Wars and other wars
Social and Civic Activities: Sport, recreation & entertainment

Associations • Martin Jull - Previous owner of the property
• “Brookside”

Sources Plaques and signage on site

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Memorial Park and Trees, a park with mature trees planted in 1921 to honour fallen service personnel 
during World War 1 and a brick obelisk memorial in the Inter-War Stripped Classical architectural style, has 
cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:  

• The place has aesthetic value for its Contribution to the park like setting of central Armadale and the 
mature trees that provide links to Armadale’s pioneering heritage.

• The place has historic value due to its associations with Martin Jull’s historic property “Brookside” and 
the obelisk that was one of the first in Western Australia (though originally erected in a different location) 
that perpetuates the memory of Armadale residents and adjoining districts that fell during the Great War 
and subsequent conflicts.

• The place has very high social value for associations with the relocated war memorial.

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

Previous Place No.:  100
Place No.:  023
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Children’s playground set amidst mature camphor 
laurel trees.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

Interpretive signage on involvement of the 
residents of Armadale in armed conflicts 
worldwide.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

City of Armadale plaque on the mature camphor 
laurel trees as part of the Bicentennial Project.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

Signage by the City of Armadale on the Memorial 
Park playground upgrades.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

Previous Place No.:  100
Place No.:  023
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Signage by the City of Armadale on the Memorial 
Park playground upgrades including an accessible 
play space.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008 Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  100
Place No.:  023
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names
Street Address
Locality
Landgate PIN
Land Information

GPS

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database
Previous AMHI
Other Listings

PLACE TYPE
Original Use
Current Use
Other Use

Anglican Rectory (fmr) 

Skye Medical, St Matthew’s Old Rectory; Anglican Rectory of St Matthew’s
11 Prospect Road
Armadale
11746211
Lot 16 Vol/Folio 269200690

Plan/Diagram P059063
-32.15116252, 116.0176254

08774
1995, 2008
State Register of Heritage Places - Permanent Entry 22/05/2007; Armadale 
Redevelopment Authority Cultural Heritage Strategy 2005

Individual Building or Group
Religious - Housing or Quarters
Health - Other
-

Place No.:  024
Previous Place No.:  104
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1909-1910
Walls Face brick
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Queen Anne

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The Anglican Rectory is located to the west of St Matthew’s Church, with a carpark to the south. The building 
is an assymetrical single storey face brick building with a corrugated steel hip and gable roof with timber 
features. There is a contemporary addition to the southwest corner of the building. 

A projecting gable roof is located to the northeast with timber weatherboard infill. There are four painted 
brick chimneys with decorative tops, and a louvred hip roof ridge gablet to the east. A concrete verandah to 
the east extends to the north with square timber posts and simple timber valances. The building has timber 
framed windows with rendered sills. There is also a timber entry door with a fanlight to the east. Timber 
framed awnings are located above the windows to the east. 

The contemporary addition has a flat roof, painted render masonry walls, timber joinery and timber infill 
below the windows. There is also a new ramp from the carpark leading to the addition.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 20/06/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The following information has been extracted from the State Register of Heritage Places, Permanent Entry 
Documentation: 

The Old Rectory is part of an important group of early 20th Century public buildings located in the centre of 
the City of Armadale, which includes St Matthew’s Church (Place No. 013), the Armadale Congregational 
Church Manse (now The Manse Restaurant, Place No. 006), the Armadale District Hall (Place No. 012), the 
former Roads Board Office (Place No. 025). This also includes the former Armadale Primary School (Place 
No. 017) and the Armadale Congregational Church (Place No. 016) which were relocated to Minnawarra 
Park and the Railway Signal Box relocated to the Tourist Information Centre.

The red face brickwork and iron building was constructed between 1909 and 1910, shortly after the 
adjacent Church was consecrated, and is a fine example of early church rectory architecture with excellent 
architectural proportions.  Of particular interest internally are the arched entry hall, the window arrangement 
of the Rector’s office and the design of the skirtings.

In February 2007 a Conservation Plan was prepared for the St Matthew’s Anglican Church and Old Rectory 
by Hocking Heritage Studio for the St Matthew’s Anglican Parish assisted by funds from Lotterywest.

Previous Place No.:  104
Place No.:  024
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Historic Theme Social & Civic Activities: Religion

Associations -

Sources Conservation Plan for St Matthew’s Anglican Church and Old Rectory by 
Hocking Heritage Studio, February 2007. DPLH

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

St Matthew’s Anglican Church Group, Armadale, comprising St Matthew’s Church built in brick and iron 
(1904, 1964) in Federation Gothic and Late Twentieth Century Ecclesiastical style; the Old Rectory 
(c.1910), a brick and iron residence in Federation Queen Anne style; and the New Rectory (1976), a  
modern brick and tile building, has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:
• the group is a rare example of a dramatic Late Twentieth Century Ecclesiastical style extension to a 

Federation period church, and includes good examples of both these styles and, in the Old Rectory, of 
Federation Queen Anne style;

• the place makes a considerable contribution to the Armadale community’s sense of place as a reminder 
of the historical development of the area and is valued for its ongoing religious and social associations 
as demonstrated by the restoration of the Old Rectory in 1994-95.

Aesthetic Value St Matthew’s Anglican Church Group, Armadale is a group of ecclesiastical 
buildings constructed in a range of styles standing in a bush landscaped 
setting. The west end of the Church is a competently designed and built 
example of a small Federation Gothic style church. The east end addition is 
a dramatic example of late Twentieth-Century Ecclesiastical style. The Old 
Rectory is a competently designed and built example of a modest house in 
Federation Queen Anne style. The New Rectory is a representative example 
of a modest c.1970s project home that displays no particular stylistic 
characteristics. (Criterion 1.1)

Historic Value The construction of the Church in 1904 and the Old Rectory c.1910 is 
indicative of the development of the district following the opening of the 
South Western railway line. (Criterion 2.1 & 2.2)

St Matthew’s Anglican Church Group, Armadale is associated with early 
settlers in the Kelmscott-Armadale district, in particular Martin Jull, a 
prominent civil servant who established the Derry Nasura vineyard at 
Armadale and who obtained the stained glass window of St Matthew for 
the Church, and Church warden Thomas Buckingham Jr, who built the first 
Anglican church in the district at Kelmscott in 1871, and whose family was 
involved in agriculture and timber milling in Western Australia. (Criterion 2.3)

Previous Place No.:  104
Place No.:  024
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The New Rectory was constructed in memory of civil engineer William 
Lambden Owen, who retired from work as a mining warden in the goldfields 
to live in Armadale from 1926 to 1946, and was financed by his niece Edith 
Gordon, who also made significant bequests to the University of Western 
Australia in Owen’s memory. (Criterion 2.3)

Scientific Value -

Social Value St Matthew’s Anglican Church Group, Armadale is valued by the community 
for its ongoing religious and social associations, as demonstrated by the 
restoration of the Old Rectory in 1994-95. 

St Matthew’s Anglican Church Group, Armadale makes a considerable 
contribution to the Armadale community’s sense of place for the important 
role it played in the early years of settlement of the district and as a reminder 
of the historical development of the area. 

Rarity -

Representativeness The Old Rectory is a representative example of a competently designed and 
built modest house in Federation Queen Anne style. 

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

A projecting gable roof to the northeast with timber 
weatherboard infill.
Source: SCA 20/06/2018

Hip roof ridge gablet to the east with louvres.
Source: SCA 20/06/2018

Previous Place No.:  104
Place No.:  024
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Timber valances and square timber posts on 
verandah.
Source: SCA 20/06/2018

Contemporary addition with painted render, timber 
joinery and timber infill.
Source: SCA 10/04/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008 Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  104
Place No.:  024
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names
Street Address
Locality
Landgate PIN
Land Information

GPS

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database
Previous AMHI
Other Listings

PLACE TYPE
Original Use
Current Use
Other Use

Roads Board Building (fmr) 

Road Traffic Authority
23 Prospect Road (136 Jull Street)
Armadale
346083
Lot 3512 Vol/Folio LR0314500791

Plan/Diagram P002037/R39535
-32.15118525, 116.0171944

00095
1995, 2008
Armadale Redevelopment Authority Cultural Heritage Strategy 2005

Individual Building or Group
Governmental - Office or Administration Building
Governmental - Police Station or Quarters
-

Place No.:  025
Previous Place No.:  111
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1903
Walls Rendered masonry
Roof Terracotta tile
Architectural Style Federation Queen Anne

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The former Roads Board Building is a single storey rendered ashlar masonry building and a terracotta 
tile gable roof.  There are two gables with timber bargeboards and half timber infill to the west and north 
elevations. The west elevation faces Jull Street and has an arched fanlight and a timber framed door with 
three brick steps.  There are security screens to the timber sash windows.

The building is currently within the Armadale Police Station grounds. 

Condition Good
Integrity Medium
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 10/04/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The former Roads Board building, when built in 1903, signified a focus of municipal administration in the 
Armadale town centre for the surrounding hinterland.  Previously administration was centred more on the 
Kelmscott locality and was titled the Kelmscott Roads Board.  Construction of the Roads Board building 
in Armadale reflected the change of emphasis and relative growth of Armadale, ultimately resulting in the 
Kelmscott Roads Board being renamed the Armadale Kelmscott Roads Board in 1910.

The 2008 Municipal Heritage Inventory notes that the building was extended and rendered some time 
between its construction in 1903 and 1961 and references photographs 41 and 42 in First Stage South by 
Daphne Popham.

Historic Theme Transport and Communications: Rail transport
Social and Civic Activities: Government and politics

Associations Local Government - Administration

Sources • ARA Cultural Heritage Strategy 2005
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.:  111
Place No.:  025
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Roads Board Building (fmr) , a single storey building in the Federation Queen Anne style of architecture, 
has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has historic value as it reflects the growth of Armadale and signifies the change of emphasis 
of municipal administration from Kelmscott to Armadale.  The Roads Board was responsible for most 
transport and civic infrastructure in the municipality. 

• The place has social value to the Armadale community as it reflects the growth of the local government 
area of Armadale.

• The place is representative of public buildings built in the Federation period.

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Timber sash windows with security screens to the 
south elevation.
Source: SCA 10/04/2018

Timber bargeboards and half timber infill on the 
gables to the west elevation.
Source: SCA 10/04/2018

Previous Place No.:  111
Place No.:  025
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008 Source: AMHI 2008

Front corner elevation showing Jull Street 
frontage.
Source: Inherit, taken by F.A. Sharr 12/09/1981

Previous Place No.:  111
Place No.:  025
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Buffalo Lodge, Armadale City Church
Street Address 6 Aragon Court
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 343476
Land Information Lot 51 Vol/Folio 99500144

Plan/Diagram P004857
GPS -32.15092774, 116.013009

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 18957
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Social / Recreational – Other Community Hall
Current Use Religious - Church
Other Use -

Dale Lodge No. 107 (fmr) Place No.:  026
Previous Place No.:  005
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The building is located on the corner of Aragon Court and Forrest Road. Aluminium palisade fencing has 
been erected to the east and south boundary of the site. 

The building comprises a single-storey timber framed hall with a corrugated fibre cement gable roof. The 
building has a simple rectangular plan, with a projecting gabled entry porch, and a lean-to addition to the 
rear of the main hall. The walls are clad with compressed cement fibre sheeting and a combination of 
timber weatherboard to the lower half to the south, and corrugated steel to the lower half to the east. Three 
bay louvre windows are arranged regularly along the north and south elevations. To the east elevation a 
timber framed double width entry is flanked by a pair of timber framed casement windows. All windows have 
security screens installed to the exterior.

A sign fixed to the entry porch to the east identifies the place as ‘Armadale City Church’. A gravel carpark is 
located to the south, a brick toilet block to the north, and brick paving and rectangular concrete pavers to the 
east of the building.

Condition Fair
Integrity Medium
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 06/06/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Dale Lodge No. 107 was established in the 1950s as the meeting place of the Royal Antediluvian Order of 
Buffaloes, a fraternal organisation.   

The Royal Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes was established in Britain in 1822 and is now an international, 
non-denominational, non-political organisation whose stated aim is to help those ‘more unfortunate than 
ourselves’.

A painted sign fixed to the front of the entry porch identifying the place as ‘Dale Lodge No. 107’ was noted in 
the 2008 Municipal Heritage Inventory and is no longer extant. In 2017 Development Approval was granted 
for signage works to be undertaken.

The 2008 Municipal Heritage Inventory also noted the building being painted in cream and maroon colours.

The building was renovated in 2018-2019 and is now used as a church. The City of Armadale granted  
development approval for an alfresco area to be located to the north of the building. 

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1950s
Walls Compressed fibre cement sheeting, timber weatherboards and corrugated 

steel
Roof Compressed fibre cement sheeting
Architectural Style Post-War

Previous Place No.:  005
Place No.:  026
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Historic Theme Social & Civic Activities: Community services & utilities

Associations The Royal Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes

Sources • City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Dale Lodge No. 107 (fmr) has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

The place has aesthetic value as a modest hall building located in a mostly residential street, and is 
located in a prominent location along Railway Avenue. 

The place has social value as a long-standing meeting hall for the Royal Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes, 
and is also valued by the community as venue for social events from the 1950s.

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

East elevation showing the entry, wall cladding, 
security screens and brick toilet block to the north.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

South elevation showing the lean-to to the west.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

Previous Place No.:  005
Place No.:  026
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  005
Place No.:  026
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names
Street Address
Locality
Landgate PIN
Land Information

GPS

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database
Previous AMHI
Other Listings

PLACE TYPE
Original Use
Current Use
Other Use

Gwynne Park

-
90 Seventh Road
Armadale
344708
Lot 21 Vol/Folio 120500039

Diagram D021969
-32.15714338, 116.0045272

18958
2008
-

Urban Park
Park/Reserve
Park/Reserve
-

Place No.:  027
Previous Place No.:  118
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The park is a public recreational reserve located in a largely residential area, in the block bounded by 
Seventh Road, Forrest Road and Townley Street in Armadale. The oval is grassed, with facilities for a number 
of sports including football goalposts, netball/basketball courts and cricket nets, as well as various storage 
sheds. The park is equipped with flood lights. The perimeter of the reserve is edged with eucalypt trees, 
including a row of mature trees along Millman Way, a roadway through the reserve that provides access to 
the Bowling Club and Recreation Centre. Car park areas are located off the Seventh Road entrance and the 
Townley Street entrance 

A painted brick double-storey waystation building is located to the east of the park.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 20/09/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

This sports ground was previously known as the ‘Old Rec’, and had been used for sport and recreation 
since the early 20th century.  During World War One, sports carnivals were held here to raise funds for troop 
comforts.  At these events members of the crowd also launched frenzied attacks with sticks on an effigy of 
‘Kaiser Bill’.  

In 1956, the recreation ground was extended when five and a half acres of land on the corner of Forrest 
and Seventh Roads and adjacent to the existing Recreation Ground was purchased for £600 from Spencer 
Gwynne.1

Spencer Gwynne fought in WWI at Gallipoli and Egypt from 1914- 1919. He was awarded the Distinguished 
Conduct Medal (D.C.M.), Star, British War Medal and the Victory Medal for his service. Gwynne moved 
to Armadale with his wife Florence and family in 1937, where he served as the Secretary- Engineer of 
the Armadale Road Board until 1942. Spencer Gwynne died 24 April 1959 and was buried at Karrakatta 
Cemetery, Perth WA.2

The Armadale Road Board notified his widow, Florence, that the Armadale Recreation Ground would be 
renamed as “Gwynne Park” as a lasting tribute to Spencer and the role he had played in the growth and 
development of the district. Florence Gwynne passed away at the age of 100 years on 30 December 1998.3

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1990s
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

Previous Place No.:  118
Place No.:  027

254254



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

In 1979, the Gwynne Park Recreation and Sporting Centre was established at this location. 

A trotting track was originally around the outside of the oval and Bert Harrison had stables to the south east 
side of the site.4

In 2015 repairs to fencing at the Armadale Tennis Club were approved by the City. Later that year following a 
tree assessment report, one of the Marri trees was identified as being in a state of declined and was removed 
by the City.

1  Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.267

2                 The National Archives of Australia 

3                  Database Records of Deceased Persons from the Metropolitan Cemeteries Board

4                 Jeffrey Green, 2019.

Historic Theme Social & Civic Activities: Sport, recreation & entertainment

Associations Gwynne family

Sources • City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Gwynne Park has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as an attractive urban park characterised by large expanses of lawn 
edged with mature eucalypt trees. 

• The place has historic value as it is associated with the Gwynne family, early residents of the area.
• The place has scientific value as a geological site, and is believed to have been identified by the Geological 

Society of Australia (WA) in 1979 as one of the most significant geological sites in the metropolitan area. 
• The place has social value to the community as a public park, and as a venue for sporting and social 

events.
Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

Previous Place No.:  118
Place No.:  027
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Double-storey waystation building east of the park 
for Fire Brigade.
Source: SCA 20/09/2018

Gwynne Park Pavilion north of the park.
Source: SCA 20/06/2018

Painted brick shed north of the park.
Source: SCA 20/06/2018

The Armadale Badminton Centre can be seen from 
across the car park off Millman Way. 
Source: SCA 20/06/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  118
Place No.:  027
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 208 Seventh Rd
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 343953
Land Information Lot 14 Vol/Folio 184900692

Plan/Diagram P011672 Vol/Folio 1456/122
GPS -32.14991682, 115.9982894

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04668
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings 1995, 2008

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential – Single Storey Residence
Current Use Residential – Single Storey Residence
Other Use -

Erriton Lodge Place No.:  028
Previous Place No.:  007
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The building’s site is bounded by Seventh Road, Gribble Avenue and Girraween Street to the east, south 
and west respectively. The streetscape is residential, with mature street tree plantings of eucalyptus as well 
as jacaranda.  The building has a semi-circular drive and is set back further than the adjacent buildings on 
the street.

The single-storey residential building has a terracotta tile hip roof, light brown face brick walls, entry porch 
and painted timber casement windows. The place has a degree of formality about it. The name ‘Erriton 
Lodge’ is on the front facade. A face brick chimney with chimney pot is located to the northeast elevation. The 
place landscape including the mature plantings (trees, shrubs and trees), ground areas and semi-circular 
driveway all contribute to the overall setting.

A low stone fence with concrete capping runs along the southeast and northeast boundary while a higher 
steel fence runs along the south and southwest boundary. The stonework to the fence has raised pointing 
and is approximately 600mm high with wrought iron gates to the gravel driveway. 

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 20/06/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

This single-storey brick and tile house was built in 1952 as a private residence and was used as institutional 
accommodation. The property was named ‘Erriton’, after a winning racehorse, which competed in the 
1951 Melbourne Cup and was owned by the original owner of the property, R.O. Williams.  The house was 
constructed using local bricks from the State Brickworks at Armadale, and timber from the State Sawmills.

To the north a window with a large glazed pane next to the signage and a set of French doors as recorded in 
photos in the 2008 Municipal Heritage Inventory have been replaced with a set of three casement windows 
and a sliding door.

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1952
Walls Face brick
Roof Terracotta tile
Architectural Style Post-War Perth Regional

Previous Place No.:  007
Place No.:  028
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Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities

Associations • Mr R.O. Williams
• ‘Erriton’ (thoroughbred champion)
• State Brickworks at Armadale (brick)
• State Sawmills (timber)

Sources 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Erriton Lodge has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as an attractive and well-resolved brick and tile residence dating from 
the 1950s in the Post War Perth Regional style of architecture, set within well-maintained landscaped 
grounds. 

• The place has historic value as a residence constructed with bricks from the State Brickworks at Armadale 
and timber from the State Sawmills. The place was also named after a winning racehorse.

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Low stone fence and gravel driveway to the 
northeast elevation on Seventh Road.
Source: SCA 20/06/2018

Low stone fence to the southeast elevation on 
Gribble Avenue.
Source: SCA 20/06/2018

Previous Place No.:  007
Place No.:  028
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Ivy-covered boundary fence to the southeast 
elevation on Gribble Avenue.
Source: SCA 20/06/2018

Steel fence to Girraween Street.
Source: SCA 20/06/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  007
Place No.:  028
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Hillview
Street Address 60 Sixth Road
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 344868
Land Information Lot 7 Vol/Folio 1755845

Plan/Diagram D42805
GPS -32.154312, 116.007202

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database -
Previous AMHI -
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE
Original Use Residential - Single-storey residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey residence
Other Use -

Townsends Home Place No.:  029
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c1890-1915
Walls Face brick
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is located on the south side of Sixth Road in a predominantly residential area. A small local 
shopping centre is located on the corner of Sixth Road and is in close proximity to the site.

The place is a single storey Federation Bungalow, constructed with red face brick, a corrugated steel hip 
roof and verandah. The verandah extends along the north, west and south elevations. The verandah timber 
columns, gutters and facias are painted dark green. 

The view of the place from the street is obscured by a number of mature trees to the front garden and a high 
front fence constructed with horizontal timber slabs. There are mature trees to the rear of the property. 

Condition Fair
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 18/02/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The area around Sixth Road was subdivided for residences in the first decade of the 1900s, along with several 
other large private landholdings in the area. It was included within the town boundaries when Armadale was 
gazette in 1909.1 

A 1953 aerial photograph shows Townsends Home as one of only a handful of residences south of Sixth 
Road, and at the western extent of Armadale township.2 The property extended to where Bonner Lane is 
now located (then a boundary with properties on Seventh Road) and west half way to Forrest Road, in total 
approximately the equivalent of four one-third acre blocks. Although there are many trees planted across 
the property, they are not arranged in rows, suggesting a domestic “orchard” rather than a small commercial 
operation. (Other properties in the area at the time did have small, formal orchards, even on quarter-acre 
blocks). In the early 1970s, the property was reduced to the lot it now occupies. The house was restored and 
altered in the 1970s by the MacArthur family.3

The Assemblies of God Church was built to its west and for many years the residence was surrounded by 
carparks on two sides, until the surrounding sites were cleared and a gated complex of housing units was 
built from 2008.4

Place No.:  029
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James Townsend (1863-1935) was recorded at his death as living at Seventh Road,3  possibly another 
residence on the same larger property. He was born at Armidale, NSW, and came to Western Australia 
around 1903. In 1904, he married Elizabeth Brett and they had two daughters (Grace, b.1907, and Ruth, 
b.1910). Both the daughters’ births are registered at Canning, suggesting Elizabeth and James moved to 
the Armadale district soon after they were married, although James is not listed in the post office directories 
until 1907. In 1926, a list of Armadale owners of Overland motorcars noted James Townsend as a poultry 
farmer, but he was more commonly listed in post office directories simple as ‘famer’. Townsend’s obituary in 
1935 remembered him as ‘highly respected by all members of the community’, ‘cheerful, kind and unselfish’. 
He was an early member of the Armadale-Kelmscott Cooperative Society (formed 1915), where he gave 
much voluntary service until stepping down in 1927. He was also had some associations with the . He 
was survived by daughters Grace Williams (married 1929) and Ruth Fowler (married 1933), and his wife 
Elizabeth. Elizabeth Townsend continued to live in the house at Seventh Road until her death late in 1941. 
At this time, the Townsend family residence was known as ‘Hillview’.5 

The Townsend family was acknowledged in 1967 as early residents of the district. In the latter 1960s, a street 
was named for them approximately 500m west of the Sixth Road residence.6 

1             Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.134-135
2             Aerial photographs, 1953-2018, Landgate Mapviewer, https://maps.landgate.wa.gov.au/maps-landgate/registered/
3             Jeffrey Green 2019
4             Metropolitan Cemeteries Board, KB00052453 James Townsend, http://www2.mcb.wa.gov.au/NameSearch/details.php?id=KB00052453 
accessed 25 February 2019
5             ‘Funeral: The Late Mr James Townsend’, West Australian, 22 June 1935, p.9, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/32877483; ‘The Overland 
in Armadale’, Call, 5 March 1926, p.10, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/210943810; ‘The South West: Armadale’, West Australian, 15 February 
1927, p.4, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/32012856; Probate Jurisdiction, 21 January (p.8), 28 January (p.1) & 4 February 1942 (p.7),  West 
Australian, eg. https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/47178731; Wises Post Office Directories, http://slwa.wa.gov.au/explore-discover/wa-heritage/
post-office-directories/ 1904-1907, 1926, 1930, 1934, 1935, 
Births, Deaths & Marriages online index searches, Department of Justice (website), https://bdm.justice.wa.gov.au/_apps/pioneersindex/default.aspx, 
accessed 25 February 2019 
6             City of Armadale, ‘Armadale Road and Locality Names’, undated (c.2012), https://www.armadale.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/assets/documents/
docs/Library_Services/Armadale_road_and_locality_names.pdf

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities
Associations -
Sources -

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Townsend Home has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as an example of the Federation Bungalow style of architecture.
• The place has social significance for its association with the Townsend family, early residents in the 

district and specifically James Townsend, a highly respected member of the community.

Place No.:  029
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Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Front verandah and entry to east elevation.
Source: SCA 18/02/2019

Place No.:  029
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Muckross Hall, Phoenix Pole Fitness
Street Address 10 South Western Highway
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 345828
Land Information Lot 157 Vol/Folio 193100414

Diagram D003039
GPS -32.1503246, 116.0219412

HERITAGE LISTING AND 
SURVEY
DPLH inHerit Database 04663
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Commercial - Other
Current Use Commercial - Shop / Retail Store
Other Use Social / Recreational - Community Hall

Muckross Tearooms (fmr) Place No.:  030
Previous Place No.: 011
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The building is located adjacent to the Narrogin Inn on the corner of South Western Highway and Albany 
Highway. The site slopes with the lowest point to the West. 

The place is a single storey timber framed building, with a simple form, steep gable and hip roofs, and a 
hall to the rear. The roof is lined with short sheet painted corrugated steel with two gables and one gablet 
with louvres to the west. A lean-to verandah to the front has a combination of square and stop chamfered 
timber posts. The front facade is clad with compressed fibre cement sheeting and timber weatherboard, and 
timber textured ‘Weathertex’. There is a mixture of timber framed windows to the shop front to the west and 
aluminium windows to the north and south. The rear hall to the south has a gable roof with exposed eaves 
and is clad with timber weatherboard. Signage to the east elevation reads ‘The Village Real Estate Office 
Armadale Real Estate Company Proprietary Limited‘. There is also a brick chimney to the south elevation. 
The walls of the lean-to are clad with timber weatherboard and compressed cement fibre sheeting cladding. 

Condition Fair
Integrity Medium
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 20/06/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

In 1927, Kate Wilkinson built the former Muckross Tearooms on a site adjoining the Narrogin Inne, fronting 
Albany Road.  In 1933 Kate Wilkinson built the Cottage beside the Tearooms, where she lived and ran a 
guest house. At the rear off the tearoom was a large hall, which was hired out for social functions.  The hall 
was a popular venue for dances and wedding receptions, as the Mechanic’s Institute had become too small 
for the growing population of the district.

Aerial imagery from the City of Armadale Intramaps shows a building adjacent to the former Muckross 
Tearooms with exposed rafters and large sections of roof missing in 2007. In 2008 the building was demolished 
and the site remains vacant.

In 2015 works to the roof were undertaken and Development Approval for existing signange was also granted.

At the time of inspection the place was used as a personal training studio for Phoenix personal training, pole 
dancing and a mixed martial arts studio. 

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1927
Walls Compressed cement fibre sheeting and timber weatherboard
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Inter-War

Previous Place No.: 011
Place No.:  030

266266



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

Historic Theme • Occupations: Hospitality and tourism
• Social & Civic Activities: Sport, recreation & entertainment

Associations Kate Wilkinson 

Sources • City of Armadale property database
• City of Armadale Intramaps
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory
• The West Australian Tourist’s Guide and Hotel and Boarding House 

Directory, 1941-42

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Muckross Tearooms (fmr) has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value with its timber shop-front and distinctive roof form. The place is also a well-
known landmark in Armadale located in a prominent location near the intersection of Albany Highway 
and South West Highway.

• The place has historic value as the place is one of a number of buildings, including the nearby Narrogin 
Inne and former Kate Wilkinson's Cottage, dating from the early 20th century associated with Kate 
Wilkinson, a well-known and respected local businesswoman.

• The place has social value as it is valued by the community as a long-standing venue for social events 
when it operated as both a tearoom and community hall.

• The place is one of a number of similar residences dating from the Inter-War and Post-War period which 
are located on the east side of South West Highway, in central Armadale.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

Previous Place No.: 011
Place No.:  030

267267



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

The east elevation with lean-to clad in timber 
weatherboard and compressed cement fibre 
sheeting cladding.
Source: SCA 20/06/2018

The rear hall to the south has a gable roof with 
exposed eaves and is clad in timber weatherboard.
Source: SCA 20/06/2018

Timber frame windows with glass louvres to the top 
panes on the shop front to the west elevation.
Souce: SCA 20/06/2018

Combination of timber weatherboard and 
‘Weathertex’ with a timber texture to west and 
north.
Source: SCA 20/06/2018

Previous Place No.: 011
Place No.:  030
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.: 011
Place No.:  030
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Armadale Brickworks Dust Room
Street Address 245 South Western Highway
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 345328
Land Information Lot 12 Vol/Folio 150000671

Plan/Diagram D053506
GPS -32.1657794, 116.0133092

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 15829
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings State Register of Heritage Places - Permanent Entry 20/04/2007; Armadale 

Redevelopment Authority; National Trust of Australia (WA) - 2008

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Industrial/Manufacturing - Brickworks
Current Use Vacant/Unused
Other Use -

Armadale State Brickworks (fmr) Place No.:  031
Previous Place No.: 105
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1949-53
Walls Steel frame, corrugated fibre cement cladding
Roof -
Architectural Style Post-War

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Armadale State Brickworks Dustroom & Machinery Shed (fmr) is located on the western side of the South 
Western Highway approximately five kilometres south of the Armadale town centre, and is now owned by 
Austral Bricks. The site comprises an area of approximately twelve hectares and is currently an operating
brick yard and sales centre. The facility constructed as part of the development of the Armadale Brickworks 
No. 2 plant in 1949/50 is located in the southern section of the site and is accessed from the main entrance 
road located adjacent to the southern site boundary. A recent brick display, office and showroom mark the 
entrance to the site. A disused office building is located west of the showroom between it and the former 
industrial facility.

The industrial facility comprises a large machine shed constructed of steel frame clad with corrugated 
asbestos cement sheets with a narrow, double volume structure along the eastern end that comprises the 
dustroom. The entire structure is designed around the brickmaking process. The dustroom is open on the 
southern end. The ground on which the facility is constructed slopes down from the main road, and therefore 
the entry to the dustroom from the east is at ground level while steps down from the road on the south provide 
access to the machine shed located on the lower side of the site.

The interior of the dustroom comprises a long narrow space with a high roof. It is linked to the remainder of 
the facility by a staircase located approximately in the centre of the space. A steel framed walkway elevated 
above the ground along the eastern wall overlooks the main industrial operations. The adjacent wall is timber
lined with evidence of white ant infestation in some areas. There are openings in the gable ends of the roof 
at each end for ventilation and light. The space contains five sets of crushing machines that are spaced 
equally along the room. The crushing machine system comprises timber box framed elevators and return 
conveyors linked to the five Bradley and Craven pan mills (dating from the 1920s and 30s) and to the five 
Monier ‘spinners’ that replaced the earlier machines in the 1970s. All the machines and associated elements 
that comprise the five systems remain extant. The process produced a large quantity of dust, hence the 
name of the dustroom.

The adjacent machine shed contains the eight Thos. C. Fawcett brickmaking presses (dating from the 1920s). 
These are arranged in mirrored pairs in a line parallel to each other along the eastern end of the shed. Each 
press has an electrical supply adjacent and all originally had timber tool cupboards. Some of the cupboards 
and other elements are extant while others have been removed in the period since the closure of the plant. 
Some of the brick presses have had parts removed, possibly to repair working presses prior to the closure. 
Brass tags identifying the presses remain extant.

Approximately centrally along the row of presses, a steel framed mesh enclosure indicates the former 
foreman’s office. This remains largely as left at the time of closure complete with desk, tools and even a pair 
of boots. On the wall at the back of the former office some names have been marked on the wall lining.

Previous Place No.: 105
Place No.:  031
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There is a saw tooth roof with skylights over the section of the machine shed that contains the brick presses. 
The remainder of the facility previously contained the settling tables, zigzag kilns (not extant) and a toilet and 
shower block (extant). The facility at the time of inspection contained various stored items relating to
brick making but was not in use.

The fabric of the building is in a deteriorated condition. Timber elements are unsafe, showing evidence of 
termite damage, and brick steps down the bank are deteriorated. The owners have indicated that there may 
be concern regarding the integrity of the foundations. The catwalks, walkways and staircases providing 
access throughout the facility have had no maintenance work for many years and are unlikely to meet 
modern safety standards. There are a number of broken sheets of corrugated asbestos cement and the 
skylights are broken in some places. The machines remain substantially intact as formerly used but are
covered with brick dust.1

 
1             Additional information relating to the current condition of the place (November 2005) provided by Freehills on behalf of the owners, Australi Brick 
Compoany Pty Ltd. See letter from Freehills to HCWA of 11 November 2005, on HCWA file P15829.

Condition Poor
Integrity Medium
Authenticity High
Date of Survey -

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The following information has been extracted from the State Register of Heritage Places, Permanent Entry 
Documentation:

The State Brickworks is said to have been developed in response to the high cost of building materials for 
workers’ homes.1 In 1913, work began on the building of a State owned and run brickworks in the suburb of 
Byford at Armadale, an area already known for its brickmaking industry.2 In the 1913/1914 financial year a 
railway siding was built and plant installed at the Byford site including a Hoffman kiln.3

The operation of the Byford State Brickworks commenced in proper in April 1915 and in the first full financial 
year 6, 732, 350 red bricks were made. The majority of these, approximately 5 million, were sold to State 
Government Departments.4

The building industry, as with other industries as a whole, was impacted by the outbreak of World War One in 
1914. This was largely due to economic depression and general wartime conservatism.5 The production rate 
of the Byford Brickworks was greater than demand, which led to the intermittent operation of the factory.6 In 
the year after the War, 1919/1920, demand rapidly increased due to a shortage in construction materials and 
the years following were profitable for the State enterprise. By 30 June 1922 the Brickworks had been able 
to repay the losses incurred during the war years.7

In the Inter-War years, the Byford Brickworks began to produce what are known as ‘fancy’ bricks. Many of 
these designs were used by the Architectural Division of the Public Works Department for public buildings, 
and the ‘fancies’ became well known State Brickworks products.8

Previous Place No.: 105
Place No.:  031
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In 1937/1938, management of the State Brickworks was taken over by the State Saw Mills, possibly as an 
attempt to allow the complementary industries to operate more effectively.9

The Byford Brickworks operated at a modest profit during the Inter-War period but was again affected by 
World War Two, in the period 1939 to 1945. The building industry was impacted by a downturn in spending 
for work programs and a loss of manpower. By 1944, the Annual Report for the State Brickworks stated that 
it was the only metropolitan clay brick manufacturer to still be in operation.10

The post World War Two period brought about significant changes to the State. This was primarily as a 
result of rapid expansion due to the massive post World War Two Australian reconstruction and immigration 
policies and the Western Australian industrial and mineral boom of the 1950s to the 1970s.11 The general 
feeling of prosperity and jubilation immediately following the War had already begun to make itself felt on the 
building industry with demand for construction materials increasing.12

Critical shortages in building supplies are said to have played havoc in the commencement and completion 
of government projects and housing programs in the mid to late 1940s and early 1950s.13 The Public Works 
Department (PWD) also reported that ‘Since April 1946, building costs have increased by approximately 118 
per cent.’14 With its commitment to reducing costs of materials and increasing supplies as part of the reasons 
for the State Trading Concerns, the PWD was determined to construct a second, up-to-date, government 
brickworks at Armadale.15 At the same time, the buildings, plant and kilns at Byford were in a bad state of 
disrepair at it was intended that the No. 2 State Brickworks at Armadale would replace the earlier factory. 16

Excavation commenced at the Armadale site in 1949/1950.17 The new brickworks comprised two sections: 
the No. 2 Pressed Brickworks (the subject of this assessment) and the No. 3 Wire-cut Brickworks, located to 
its north. Also on the site were an administration complex (incorporating a manager’s office, general office, 
and attached garage), a weighbridge office to the road, an amenities block and single men’s quarters.18

Construction of Armadale State Brickworks Dustroom & Machinery Shed (fmr) occurred in the early 1950s 
although part of the plant went on line in 1953/1954.19

The plans for the No. 2 Pressed Brickworks were drawn by the State Government’s Public Works Department 
(PWD)20 with important input from Armadale’s first works manager Mr. T. P. Elston.21 Those sections that 
related specifically to the crushing plant and brickmaking operations were done in association with equipment 
suppliers including Redler Conveyors Ltd from Gloucestershire, England and Thos. C. Fawcett Ltd from 
Leeds, England.22 The plant supplied by the Thos. C. Fawcett engineering company included secondhand 
patented brickmaking and pressing machines dating from the 1920s (still extant, located in the machine 
shed).23 The pan mills dating from the 1920s/1930s (located in the dustroom) were produced by English 
engineering company Bradley & Craven Ltd, Wakefield.24

The No. 2 Pressed Brickworks comprised two parts: the dustroom, in which the primary material went through 
the crushing process; and, the machine shed, in which the brick presses and kilns operated.25 The crushing 
process was carried out in a double volume steel framed and fibro clad shed with a basement level (known 
as the dustroom) that was connected via walkways and conveyors to the adjoining machine shed. This was a 
large single storey warehouse facility of similar construction, which also accommodated the brickmaking and 
pressing machines, two zigzag kilns and a toilet and shower block.26 Located centrally between the dustroom 
and the machine shed were a fitting shop and several storage rooms.27

Previous Place No.: 105
Place No.:  031
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In 1953/1954, Armadale No. 2 Pressed Brickworks produced 13,476,181 bricks.28 The second zigzag kiln 
had only come on line in November 1953, which meant that the capacity increased the next year with 
18,408,154 bricks made.29 In comparison to this, 11,498,955 bricks were produced at Byford in 1954/1955
and 5,378,440 bricks at Armadale’s Wire-cut Brickworks.30 The State Brickworks were by this time focusing 
on making cream, salmon and other ‘fancy’ bricks in order to compete with other brick manufacturers.31 The
majority of these, including those produced at Armadale, were used in the construction of government 
projects such as Royal Perth Hospital, the Perth Chest Hospital and a number of state high schools.32

In 1957 the State Brickworks and the State Saw Mills were amalgamated under the name of the State 
Building Supplies and this took effect from 1 July.33 It was thought that the name State Building Supplies 
better reflected the activities of both organisations as suppliers to the building industry. 34

On 18 May 1960, the State Government announced its plans to sell State Building Supplies.35 The imminent 
sale was of much concern for workers employed at the mills and brickworks, including the 121 people at 
Armadale No. 2. Workers were worried about job security, many trade union meetings were held to discuss 
the issue, and a number of commentaries were made in the press about the impact of privatisation on these 
employees and their communities.36

State Building Supplies was purchased by international engineering and construction company Hawker 
Siddeley Group Ltd of London on 15 August 1961.37 The former State enterprise operated under the name of 
subsidiary Hawker Siddeley Building Supplies Pty Ltd, which had been formed on 1 July 1961 to take over 
this business.38 At the time, Hawker Siddeley was one of the world’s biggest enterprises and its WA holdings 
were reported to be ‘the largest and most comprehensive Building Supplies Company in WA’.39

Armadale State Brickworks Dustroom & Machinery Shed (fmr) continued to produce bricks subsequent to 
the purchase. It does not appear that there was a significant impact from the change in ownership on the 
former State employees, and employment actually increased with the construction of 3 new tunnel kilns
and extruders by c. 1968.40

It was during the 1960s that women began to be employed at Armadale State Brickworks Dustroom & 
Machinery Shed (fmr), including both single women and working mothers. The majority of the women were 
employed as ‘settlers’ and stacked the bricks from the conveyors to the tables.41

On 6 December 1972, Armadale State Brickworks was purchased by the Monier company and remained in 
brick production.42 While in this ownership (in the 1970s), the original feeder bins were replaced with Monier 
‘spinners’, a type of bin developed by the company to remove the need for manual shoveling of clay into the 
feeder bins.43 It was also during this time that a new, modern brickmaking plant was built on the western part 
of the site.44

In December 1983, the place was again sold, this time to Bristile Ltd.45 The brickworks operated under the 
name of Metro Bricks.46 Bristile was taken over by Austral Bricks in 2003.47

The zigzag kilns in the No. 2 section of Armadale State Brickworks were demolished in the mid 1980s but it 
was not until the 1990s that brickmaking ceased entirely at the former State Brickworks. (Note: The Thos. C. 
Fawcett brickmaking and pressing machines were used up to this time.)48 This seems to have coincided with 
the automation of the 1970s plant in 1997 to take on the bulk of production.49
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General interest in the local community’s historic associations with quarrying and brickmaking led to the 
formation of the Armadale & Districts Brickworks Preservation Group in 1998. Membership consists of mainly 
past employees and families of Armadale State Brickworks.50

Proposals for the redevelopment of the former Armadale State Brickworks site to make way for site upgrades 
became public knowledge around this time. Due to the perceived cultural heritage significance of the site, in 
particular the dustroom section, the Armadale and Districts Brickworks Preservation Group, with the support 
of the Heritage Panel of the WA Branch of the Institution of Engineers, referred the dustroom to the Heritage 
Council of Western Australian for consideration for possible entry into the Register of Heritage Places. In 
November 2001, the place was added to the Heritage Council’s assessment program.51

As part of its efforts to preserve the machinery and buildings associated with Armadale State Brickworks, the 
Armadale and Districts Brickworks Preservation Group has preserved brickmaking machines, a conveyor belt 
and a brick settling table earmarked for disposal. These machines are currently in storage.52 In November 
2002, a reunion was held in the Armadale Town Hall to mark the 100th anniversary of the opening of the first 
brickworks in Armadale. The event was organised by the Brickworks Preservation Group, under President 
Kath Coulthard. More than 400 people attending the reunion, including many former employees of Armadale 
State Brickworks. During the afternoon, several short interviews were recorded as people reminisced and 
read through the short histories and photographs put on display for the day.53

In December 2006 a Condition and Remedial Works Report for the Armadale Brickworks Dustroom and 
Machinery Shed (fmr) was published by Maitland Consulting Structural Engineering for the W.A. Department 
of Planning, Lands and Heritage.

In March 2007, the place is still vacant and is owned by Austral Bricks.

1             Black, op. cit., p. 383.
2             Popham, op. cit., pp. 91 - 92, 109. 
3             Le Page, op. cit., p. 388.
4             Le Page, op. cit., p. 388.
5             Le Page, op. cit., p. 389; Seddon, G. & Ravine, D., A City and its Setting, Fremantle Arts Centre Press, Fremantle, 1986, pp. 169 – 176; Hocking, 
I., ‘Growth and Change in Central Perth’, in Pitt Morison, M. & White, J. (eds.), Western Towns and Buildings, UWA Press, Nedlands, 1979, p. 276.
6             Le Page, op. cit., p. 389..
7             Ibid, pp. 389 & 467.
8             Le Page, op. cit., p. 389..
9             State Brick Works Annual Report & Balance Sheet for twelve months ended 30th June 1938, in AN 172/3, Acc. 1060, Item 3, SRO.
10           State Brick Works Annual Report & Balance Sheet for twelve months ended 30th June 1944, in AN 172/3, Acc. 1060, Item 3, SRO; Le Page, op. 
cit., p. 467.
11             Seddon & Ravine, op. cit., p. 187; Alexander, I., ‘The Central Area’, in Gentilli, J., (ed), Western Landscapes, UWA Press, Nedlands, 1979, p. 412.
12           State Brick Works Annual Report & Balance Sheet for twelve months ended 30th June 1945, in AN 172/3, Acc. 1060, Item 3, SRO.
13           PWD Annual Report, 1950/1951, pp. 8 - 9, in Votes & Proceedings, 1951, Vol. 2.
14           Ibid, p. 9.
15           PWD Annual Report, 1949/1950, p. 14, in Votes & Proceedings, 1951, Vol. 2.
16           State Brickworks Western Australia, Annual Report, Year ended 30th June 1955, p. 2, AN 172/3, Acc. 1060, Item 3, SRO.
17             PWD Annual Report, 1949/1950, p. 14, in Votes & Proceedings, 1951, Vol. 2; Popham, op. cit., p. 142. Certificate of Titles show that the State Brick 
Works were registered as the owners of the Armadale property in 1950 (Lot 197 and portion of Lot 196 being approximately 40 acres) and in 1951 (Lot 1 on
Diagram 9161 being approximately 24 acres) and in 1950. (Certificate of Title, Vol. 1125, Fol. 757; Certificate of Title, Vol. 1120, Fol. 94.)
18           Various drawings in State Brickworks – Armadale, PWD 3238, WAS 399, Cons. 6159, SRO. Workers’ residences including that for the manager 
were constructed on land opposite the Brickworks on Perth-Bunbury Road, now South Western Highway. (Ibid.)
19           New State Brickworks – Armadale, PWD 3238, WAS 399, Cons. 6159, SRO; State Brickworks Western Australia, Annual Report, Year ended 30th 
June 1956, pp. 5 & 8, AN 172/3, Acc. 1060, Item 3, SRO.
20           State Brickworks – Armadale, PWD 3238, WAS 399, Cons. 6159, SRO.
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21           State Building Supplies Annual Report, 30/6/1960, p. 9.
22           Redler Conveyors Ltd Dudbridge Works, Stroud, Glos., Eng., WA State Brickworks, 20/2/1951; &, New State Brickworks, details of foundations 
for brick machines etc., Drwg No. 28, 16/2/1951, both in State Brickworks – Armadale, PWD 3238, WAS 399, Cons. 6159, SRO
23           Site Inspection with Consultants, Colin Lock (fmr employee) & Brian Nolan, Austral Bricks, 1/6/2004; see also copy of Thos. C. Fawcett Ltd., 
Catalogue No. 46, n.d., provided to Kath Coulthard, Armadale Brickworks Preservation Group by the City of Leeds, 20/8/2000.
24           Site Inspection with Consultants, Colin Lock (fmr employee) & Brian Nolan, australbricks, 1/6/2004.
25           Proposed extensions to the north end of State Brickworks, 24/5/1956, in State Brickworks – Armadale, PWD 3238, WAS 399, Cons. 6159, SRO.
26           Site Inspection with Consultants, Colin Lock (fmr employee) & Brian Nolan, Austral Bricks, 1/6/2004; New State Brickworks, Elevations, Drwg No. 
6, 1/6/1950, in State Brickworks – Armadale, PWD 3238, WAS 399, Cons. 6159, SRO.
27           New State Brickworks Armadale, Machine House Layout, Drwg No. 3, 16/5/1950, in State Brickworks - Armadale, PWD 3238, WAS 399, Cons. 
6159, SRO. The three store rooms formed part of the lower level of the dustroom section.
28           State Brickworks Western Australia, Annual Report, Year ended 30th June 1956, p. 5, AN 172/3, Acc. 1060, Item 3, SRO.
29           Ibid, p. 5; State Brickworks Western Australia, Annual Report, Year ended 30th June 1955, p. 2, AN 172/3, Acc. 1060, Item 3, SRO.
30           State Brickworks Western Australia, Annual Report, Year ended 30th June 1956, p. 5, AN 172/3, Acc. 1060, Item 3, SRO.
31           State Brickworks Western Australia, Annual Report, Year ended 30th June 1956, pp. 5 & 7, AN 172/3, Acc. 1060, Item 3, SRO.
32           State Brickworks Western Australia, Annual Report, Year ended 30th June 1956, p. 7, AN 172/3, Acc. 1060, Item 3, SRO; Public Works 
Department Annual Report, 1954/1955,pp. 15 – 17, in Votes & Proceedings, 1957, Vol. 4.
33          State Building Supplies Annual Report, Year ended 30/6/1957, p. 1; see also Certificate of Title, Vol. 1133, Fol. 39. The State Building Supplies 
was registered as the owner of the Armadale Brickworks property on 12 August 1957. (Ibid.)
34           State Building Supplies Annual Report, Year ended 30/6/1957, p. 4.
35           State Building Supplies, Annual Report, Year ended 30/6/1960, p. 2. It should be noted that concurrent to these plans a review of the operations 
of the State Building Supplies was being undertaken and it was found that a large amount of capital would have to be sent in the short term to keep up with 
modern improvements. (State Building Supplies, Annual Report, Year ended 30/6/1960, pp. 10 – 11.)
36         Meeting with Consultants, Kath Coulthard & Colleen Fancote, Armadale & Districts Brickworks Preservation Group, 15/6/2004; State Building 
Supplies Annual Report, Year ended 30/6/1959, p. 20; State Building Supplies, Annual Report, Year ended 30/6/1960, p. 11.
37           Certificate of Title, Vol. 1133, Fol. 39.
38           Welcome to Hawker Siddeley: Induction Booklet’, n.d. [c. 1969], p. 3, Battye Library.
39           Ibid, p. 3.
40           Ibid, p. 3.
41           Meeting with Consultants, Kath Coulthard & Colleen Fancote, Armadale & Districts Brickworks Preservation Group, 15/6/2004; Comment News, 
29/10-4/11/2002.
42           Certificate of Title, Vol. 1133, Fol. 39. The official name of the company on this Certificate of Title is Concrete Industries (Monier) Ltd. (Ibid.)
43           Site Inspection with Consultants, Colin Lock (fmr employee) & Brian Nolan, Austral Bricks, 1/6/2004.
44           Site Inspection with Consultants, Colin Lock (fmr employee) & Brian Nolan, Austral Bricks, 1/6/2004.
45           Certificate of Title, Vol. 1500, Fol. 671.
46           Meeting with Consultants, Kath Coulthard & Colleen Fancote, Armadale & Districts Brickworks Preservation Group, 15/6/2004.
47           Site Inspection with Consultants, Colin Lock (fmr employee) & Brian Nolan, Austral Bricks, 1/6/2004.
48           Site Inspection with Consultants, Colin Lock (fmr employee) & Brian Nolan, Austral Bricks, 1/6/2004.
49           Ibid.
50           Letter from K. Coulthard dated 16/6/2004; Meeting with Consultants, Kath Coulthard & Colleen Fancote, Armadale & Districts Brickworks 
Preservation Group, 15/6/2004.
51           Meeting with Consultants, Kath Coulthard & Colleen Fancote, Armadale & Districts Brickworks Preservation Group, 15/6/2004; HCWA Files:
15829.
52           Ibid; undated newspaper article from Armadale Examiner provided by K. Coulthard..
53           Meeting with Consultants, Kath Coulthard & Colleen Fancote, Armadale & Districts Brickworks Preservation Group, 15/6/2004; The West 
Australian, 11/11/2002; Comment News, 29/10-4/11/2002; Armadale Examiner, 21/11/2002.

Historic Theme Occupations: Mining

Associations • Thos. C. Fawcett Ltd (Leeds, England) - Brickmaking equipment 
manufacturers

• Redler Conveyors Ltd (Gloucestershire, England) - Brickmaking 
equipment manufacturers

• Bradley & Craven Ltd (Wakefield, England) - Brickmaking equipment 
manufacturers
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Sources • Condition and Remedial Works Report for the Armadale Brickworks 
Dustroom and Machinery Shed (fmr) by Maitland Consulting Structural 
Engineering, December 2006. W.A. Department of Planning, Lands and 
Heritage

• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Armadale State Brickworks Dustroom & Machinery Shed (fmr), a steel framed, corrugated asbestos 
cement sheet clad former industrial facility comprising a dustroom and machine shed designed around five 
pan mills, elevators, return conveyors and spinners for extracting fine aggregate for brick making, and eight 
brick presses, has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• the brick presses manufactured by Thos. C. Fawcett in the 1920s have historic significance as the only 
known extant examples of their type in Australia;

• the place clearly demonstrates the brickmaking process from the delivery of the primary material through 
the crushing process to the pressing and drying of the bricks;

• the place has very high social and historical significance as demonstrated by the work reunion held 
in 2002 attended by approximately 400 people, and by its identification by the Armadale & Districts 
Brickworks Preservation Group and the Institution of Engineers (WA Branch) as a site containing 
equipment worthy of preservation;

• the place was established as a result of building material shortages in the Post World War Two period 
and also employed a large number of European migrants subsequent to their arrival in Australia as part 
of the post-war immigration program;

• the place has associations with the development of the brickmaking industry in the Armadale district 
dating from 1897 through to the present day in 2007;

• the place represents an example of an industry established as a result of the Scaddan Labour 
Government’s Government Trading Concerns Act of 1912; and,

• the place is a utilitarian example of a mid twentieth century factory designed around the brick-making 
process and housing a significant and visually impressive collection of machines.

The assessment only covers the dustroom and the section of the machine shed that contains the brick 
presses. The assessment does not include the remainder of the former Armadale State Brickworks site and 
site features. These other features have not been assessed as significant, and were approved for demolition 
in November 2005.

Aesthetic Value The interior of Armadale State Brickworks Dustroom & Machinery Shed 
(fmr), with its system of timber elevators and conveyors and associated pan 
mills and spinners, is visually impressive for its form scale and proportion, 
and provides a visual representation of the brickmaking process. 
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Historic Value Armadale State Brickworks Dustroom & Machinery Shed (fmr) has 
associations with the development of the brickmaking industry in the 
Armadale district dating from 1897 through to the present day in 2007. 

Armadale State Brickworks Dustroom & Machinery Shed (fmr) was 
established as a result of the Government Trading Concerns Act of 1912. The 
resultant industries, which included the Byford State Brickworks 1913/1914, 
the State Saw Mills and the State Implement Works, were established by 
John Scaddan’s Labour Government to supplement Western Australia’s 
relatively underdeveloped economy. 

Armadale State Brickworks Dustroom & Machinery Shed (fmr) reflects the
massive building boom in housing and public works, which occurred in 
the Post World War Two period as a result of a critical shortage of building 
material. The place also employed a large number of European migrants 
subsequent to their arrival in Australia as part of the post war immigration 
program, some of whom were housed on site. 

Armadale State Brickworks Dustroom & Machinery Shed (fmr) has 
associations with the men and women and their families who worked at the 
place from the time of its construction dating from 1949 up to its closure in 
the 1990s. Some of these workers lived, and still live in the Armadale area 
and were employed at the Brickworks their whole working lives. 

Scientific Value Despite the removal of the kilns, Armadale State Brickworks Dustroom 
& Machinery Shed (fmr) demonstrates the brickmaking process from the 
delivery of the primary material through the crushing process to the pressing 
and drying of the bricks. Some of the extant equipment is of technical 
importance, in particular the Thos. C. Fawcett 1920 brickmaking and 
pressing machines. 

Social Value Armadale State Brickworks Dustroom & Machinery Shed (fmr) is highly 
valued by the local and wider community for its contribution to the history 
of Armadale, the labour history of the brickworks, and the history of 
brickmaking in the State. This is demonstrated by its identification by the 
Armadale & Districts Brickworks Preservation Group and the Institution of 
Engineers (WA Branch) as a site of significance and containing equipment 
worthy of preservation. Its social significance as a place of work has also 
been illustrated by the reunion held in 2002 at which approximately 400 
people attended. 

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Front view of dustroom

Source: SHO inHerit, taken 24 Oct 2005

East elevation - clay feed

Source: SHO inHerit, taken 24 Oct 2005
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 10 Third Road
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 12248526
Land Information Lot 560 Vol/Folio LR0316700365

Plan/Reserve R52657, P409679
GPS -32.15504901, 116.0173255

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 13146
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings Armadale Redevelopment Authority Cultural Heritage Strategy 2005

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Religious - Church
Current Use Vacant/Unused
Other Use -

St Francis Xavier Church Place No.:  032
Previous Place No.: 113

280



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1912
Walls Brick
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Romanesque

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The site is located in a residential zone at the end of Thomas Street and is not accessible to the public. The 
place is a stretcher bond face brick building with a steep gable and hip roof to the main building in short 
corrugated sheets. It features brick buttresses with rendered cappings to the north, east and west elevations. 
There are brick traceries with pointed arch timber windows and rendered sills. A steeply pitched hip roof is 
located above faceted walls to the south elevation. There is evidence of vandalism and graffiti to the south 
and west. 

A light coloured brick fence faces Thomas Street to the west and South Western Highway to the south 
with mature trees along the southwest boundary of the site. The entry to the church is located on the north 
elevation with bitumen to the front. There is corrugated steel sheeting over the windows.

The entry to the church features an English bond pointed arch entrance framed with brick tracery. A foundation 
stone is also located on the north elevation.

Condition Poor
Integrity Low
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 06/06/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The Church was designed by Richard Joseph Dennehy and built on land donated by Kate Wilkinson. Kate 
Wilkinson also built and ran the former Muckross Tearooms (Place No. 030) on South Western Highway. It 
was the first Roman Catholic Church constructed in Armadale.  A sanctuary and confessional were added in 
1938.  The Church was associated with a presbytery (formerly the State School Headmaster’s house) and a 
Catholic school, now both demolished.  The Church is now not in use as such following the sale of the land 
and the construction in 2004 of a new church and school on Forrest Road.

Historic Theme Social & Civic Activities: Religion

Associations • Kate Wilkinson
• Richard Joseph Dennehy

Sources 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The St Francis Xavier Church, a face brick ecclesiastical building in the Federation Romanesque style of 
architecture, has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a rare example of an ecclesiastical building designed in the Federation 
Romanesque style of architecture in the district.

• The place has historic value as the first Roman Catholic Church in Armadale. 
• The place has social value to members of the Armadale Roman Catholic Parish when it was used as a 

church. 

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Brick tracery framing a pointed arch entrance to the 
north. There are also brick buttresses with rendered 
cappings throughout.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

Brick traceries with pointed arch timber windows 
with rendered sills on the west elevation.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

South elevation showing the steeply pitched hip 
roof above faceted walls.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

West elevation showing brick buttresses and a 
brick battlement.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008 Source: AMHI 2008
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 3 William Street
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 346160
Land Information Lot 138 Vol/Folio 1225960

Plan/Diagram P2785
GPS -32.158304, 116.017161

HERITAGE LISTINGS 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database -
Previous AMHI -
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey residence
Other Use -

Early Government Housing - 3 William Street Place No.:  033
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c1940s-c1960s
Walls Weatherboard
Roof Terracotta Tile
Architectural Style Post-War Perth Regional

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is an asymmetrical single storey weatherboard and tile residence. The residence is raised on 
stumps. The front addresses South Western Highway to the east and has a central entry. To the rear is a 
verandah accessible from William Street to the south. There are timber frame sash windows located to the 
east and south elevations, and a face brick chimney to the north.

Some plantings are located to the north of the property. The property is bounded by corrugated steel fencing.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 23/04/2019, 18/02/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The Workers Homes Board was formed in 1912 to provide low-cost government housing to workers. 
These houses were for purchase by occupants, on very low interest terms. In some cases, the government 
retained title of the land but sold the house. The first WHB residences were constructed in 1913. From 1919, 
residences were also made available to returned servicemen, on more generous terms than standard WHB 
houses. This War Service Homes scheme provided several thousand homes through the interwar years, far 
more than the WHB standard programs.1 

Houses were constructed to a small range of standard plans. Most of the early homes were brick, with some 
timber. Asbestos sheeting was only just becoming available and was used only in a few instances. It did not 
become common as a building material until after World War Two.2  

The WHB was superseded in 1947 by the State Housing Commission. Unlike the SHC, WHB did not build 
large estates of government residences, although in some places small groups of WHB houses were co-
located. The SHC constructed and managed government rental houses, a Commonwealth-funded scheme, 
as well as continuing its low-income home purchase schemes from the interwar years. The post-war decade 
was the single most significant period in the provision of government housing in Western Australia. Between 
1945 and 1956, the SHC constructed 41% of all housing built in the state. Housing to support industrial 
workers was prioritised, including workers at Armadale brickworks.3 
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285



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

By 1955, the SHC had constructed 42 residences in Armadale, mostly through home-purchase schemes, out 
of almost 20,000 post-war SHC houses built across the state by that time. Another 94 homes were built in 
Armadale between 1955 and 1968, after which the district became a focus of large-scale SHC construction.4

The land bounded by Church Avenue, John Street and South Western Highway was released as a residential 
subdivision in October . The area was sold as 115 lots, along with another 41 lots northwest of Church 
Avenue (now part of the shopping area). Blocks of between one quarter and two thirds of an acre were 
auctioned. The land had previously been part of the large holdings of Thomas Saw. The proposed precinct 
[Thomas to John Streets] comprises 89 lots of the original subdivision.5  

Some of the remaining residences are constructed to known SHC standard plans of the late 1940s/ early 
1950s, including 7 John Street, 3 William Street and 8 & 23 William Street. Others such as 11, 17 and 25 
John Street, 131 South Western Highway, 10 William Street or 29 Fourth Road are extremely similar to know 
SHC styles of this period and likely to also be post-World War Two SHC designs. The standard plan at 8 and 
23 William Street appears to be an SHC Pre-cut Type 16B or 16c. Due to a state-wide shortage of building 
materials and a desperate shortage of houses, the SHC in the early 1950s began using prefabricated housing, 
especially in country areas. Some were imported, but type 16B and 16C were designed and constructed by 
the SHC, and became the most common design for government housing outside the metropolitan area in 
the 1950s.6 

Aerial imagery from the City of Armadale Intramaps shows an addition to the south elevation from 1985 to 
2011. The aerial imagery also shows a mature tree that was removed to accommodate the rear verandah 
which appears in imagery from 2010.7

1             Menck, Clare, A Thematic History of Government Housing, prepared for the Department of Housing, November 2014
2             Menck, Clare, A Thematic History of Government Housing, prepared for the Department of Housing, November 2014
3             Menck, Clare, A Thematic History of Government Housing, prepared for the Department of Housing, November 2014
4             State Housing Commission, Annual Reports, 1945-1970
5             Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.134-135
6              Menck, Clare, A Consideration of Collie as a Representation of Post-World War Two Government Housing, prepared for the Department of 
Planning Lands and Heritage WA, June 2016
7             City of Armadale Intramaps, Aerial Photography, https://maps.armadale.wa.gov.au/intramapspublic90/, accessed 10 April 2019

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities
Associations State Housing Commission of Western Australia
Sources -

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

3 William Street has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

The place has historic value as a house constructed to known State Housing Commission plans in the late 
1940s/early 1950s.

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Weatherboard cladding, sash windows and a face 
brick chimney to the north.
Source: SCA 23/04/2019

Weatherboard and tile with a rear verandah to the 
west.
Source: SCA 18/02/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI Review 2006
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 8 William Street
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 346208
Land Information Lot 1272 Vol/Folio 2098278

Plan/Diagram P188549
GPS -32.158117, 116.016352

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database -
Previous AMHI -
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey residence
Other Use -

Early Government Housing - 8 William Street Place No.:  034
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is a symmetrical single storey compressed fibre cement and short sheet corrugated steel  hip roof 
residence with a verandah facing William Street. There are timber posts, timber balustrades, and decking to 
the verandah. The residence is raised on timber stumps and concrete block to the front verandah. Concrete 
blocks also form three centrally located steps that lead to the elevated verandah. There are exposed timber 
rafters and timber framed casement windows to the north, east and south elevations.

A corrugated steel shed is located to the rear of the property along with some mature plantings. There is no 
fence to the street frontage.

Condition Fair
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 18/02/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The Workers Homes Board (WHB) was formed in 1912 to provide low-cost government housing to workers. 
These houses were for purchase by occupants, on very low interest terms. In some cases, the government 
retained title of the land but sold the house. The first WHB residences were constructed in 1913. From 1919, 
residences were also made available to returned servicemen, on more generous terms than standard WHB 
houses. This War Service Homes scheme provided several thousand homes through the interwar years, far 
more than the WHB standard programs.1 

Houses were constructed to a small range of standard plans. Most of the early homes were brick, with some 
timber. Asbestos sheeting was only just becoming available and was used only in a few instances. It did not 
become common as a building material until after World War Two.2  

The WHB was superseded in 1947 by the State Housing Commission. Unlike the SHC, WHB did not build 
large estates of government residences, although in some places small groups of WHB houses were co-
located. The SHC constructed and managed government rental houses, a Commonwealth-funded scheme, 
as well as continuing its low-income home purchase schemes from the interwar years. The post-war decade 
was the single most significant period in the provision of government housing in Western Australia. Between 
1945 and 1956, the SHC constructed 41% of all housing built in the state. Housing to support industrial 
workers was prioritised, including workers at Armadale brickworks.3 

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c1940s-c1960s
Walls Compressed fibre cement sheeting
Roof Corrugated steel sheeting
Architectural Style Post-War Perth Regional
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By 1955, the SHC had constructed 42 residences in Armadale, mostly through home-purchase schemes, out 
of almost 20,000 post-war SHC houses built across the state by that time. Another 94 homes were built in 
Armadale between 1955 and 1968, after which the district became a focus of large-scale SHC construction.4

The land bounded by Church Avenue, John Street and South Western Highway was released as a residential 
subdivision in October . The area was sold as 115 lots, along with another 41 lots northwest of Church 
Avenue (now part of the shopping area). Blocks of between one quarter and two thirds of an acre were 
auctioned. The land had previously been part of the large holdings of Thomas Saw. The proposed precinct 
[Thomas to John Streets] comprises 89 lots of the original subdivision.5  

Some of the remaining residences are constructed to known SHC standard plans of the late 1940s/ early 
1950s, including 7 John Street, 3 William Street and 8 & 23 William Street. Others such as 11, 17 and 25 
John Street, 131 South Western Highway, 10 William Street or 29 Fourth Road are extremely similar to know 
nSHC styles of this period and likely to also be post-World War Two SHC designs. The standard plan at 8 and 
23 William Street appears to be an SHC Pre-cut Type 16B or 16c. Due to a state-wide shortage of building 
materials and a desperate shortage of houses, the SHC in the early 1950s began using prefabricated housing, 
especially in country areas. Some were imported, but type 16B and 16C were designed and constructed by 
the SHC, and became the most common design for government housing outside the metropolitan area in 
the 1950s.6 

Aerial imagery from the City of Armadale Intramaps shows the roofline of the residence to be unchanged 
since 1953. A shed appears in the imagery from 1965.7

1             Menck, Clare, A Thematic History of Government Housing, prepared for the Department of Housing, November 2014
2             Menck, Clare, A Thematic History of Government Housing, prepared for the Department of Housing, November 2014
3             Menck, Clare, A Thematic History of Government Housing, prepared for the Department of Housing, November 2014
4             State Housing Commission, Annual Reports, 1945-1970
5             Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.134-135
6              Menck, Clare, A Consideration of Collie as a Representation of Post-World War Two Government Housing, prepared for the Department of 
Planning Lands and Heritage WA, June 2016
7             City of Armadale Intramaps, Aerial Photography, https://maps.armadale.wa.gov.au/intramapspublic90/, accessed 10 April 2019

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities
Associations State Housing Commission of Western Australia
Sources -

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

8 William Street has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has historic value as a house constructed to known State Housing Commission plans in the 
late 1940s/early 1950s.

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

Place No.:  034
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

The residence is raised on timber stumps with a 
street-facing timber verandah.
Source: SCA 18/02/2019 

Compressed fibre cement sheet cladding and 
timber frame windows. There is a shed to the rear 
of the property.
Source: SCA 18/02/2019

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI Review 2006

Place No.:  034
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 11 William Street
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 346170
Land Information Lot 142 Vol/Folio 1404734

Plan/Diagram P2785
GPS -32.157685, 116.016494

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database -
Previous AMHI -
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey residence
Other Use -

Swedish Prefabricated House Place No.:  035

292



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1951
Walls Timber
Roof Corrugated compressed fibre sheeting
Architectural Style Post-War Swedish Pre-Fabricated 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is a single- storey timber framed residence clad with vertical timber and corrugated compressed 
fibre sheeting. The building is raised on stumps and the site slopes from the east  (high) to the west (low). 
Latticework and timber slats are fixed under the floor level to ground level at the front of the buildingto the 
stumps. Latticework extends to the central front porch. The wide eaves are timber clad and windows are 
timber framed. A face brick chimney is visible to the north elevation.

There is a concrete paved driveway to the south and plantings to the front.

Condition Fair
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 18/02/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

At 11 William Street, an unusual prefabricated house remains. It was erected from February 1951 after having 
been imported from Sweden. It was a prototype, erected in the hopes that the State Housing Commission 
(SHC) would bulk-import several hundred of the Swedish houses. Some months earlier, an Egyptian migrant 
representing a Swedish firm had reportedly been negotiating with the SHC to import 750 prefabricated 
residences. However, the SHC imported prefabricated houses in 1951 from Britain and Austria, and it 
appears the Swedish design was not followed up for government housing. During its construction, the house 
was described as a ‘nine-square building’, in which ‘the only local materials’ were bricks for the fireplaces. 
‘Even paint, door knobs, nails and the smallest fittings were supplied by the manufacturers. The outside 
walls are of vertical weather-board lined with bitumininsed waterproof paper and then a layer of ½inch fibre 
board attached to the walls studs. The inner walls are of ½inch gypsum board, resembling plaster board.’ 
The house was ‘fitted together like a child’s construction set’. It comprised two bedrooms, lounge, kitchen, 
bathroom and small laundry.1

1          ‘Migrant Plans to Ship Homes from Sweden’, Daily News, 22 August 1950, p.12, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/84470173; ‘House 
from Sweden: Nine-Square Building at Armadale’, West Australian, 28 February 1951, p.10, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/48185964 (quotes)

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic Activities
Associations State Housing Commission
Sources -
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Swedish Prefabricated House has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has historic value as and example of a pre-fabricated house option that was built when the 
State Housing Commision was considering importing pre-fabricated buildings in the 1950s.

• The place is a rare example of an imported prototype pre-fabricated house from Sweden.

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Vertical weatherboard cladding and eaves.
Source: SCA 18/02/2019

Face brick chimney to the north elevation.
Source: SCA 18/02/2019

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI Review 2006

Place No.:  035
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 23 William Street
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 346183
Land Information Lot 64 Vol/Folio 100532

Plan/Diagram P2785
GPS -32.156933, 116.015568

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database -
Previous AMHI -
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey residence
Other Use -

Early Government Housing - 23 William Street Place No.:  036
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is a symmetrical single storey compressed fibre cement and corrugated steel hip roof residence 
with a verandah facing William Street. There are steel posts and balustrades, and timber decking to the 
verandah. The residence is raised on brick stumps to the west and timber stumps to the front verandah. 
Centrally located timber steps with steel railings lead to the elevated verandah and entry door. Awning timber 
windows and fixed glass are located either side of the front door. The eaves are timber battens and there is 
timber battening to the underside of the house.

A low steel and brick fence is located to the front with mature plantings to the verge and on the property.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 18/02/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The Workers Homes Board was formed in 1912 to provide low-cost government housing to workers. 
These houses were for purchase by occupants, on very low interest terms. In some cases, the government 
retained title of the land but sold the house. The first WHB residences were constructed in 1913. From 1919, 
residences were also made available to returned servicemen, on more generous terms than standard WHB 
houses. This War Service Homes scheme provided several thousand homes through the interwar years, far 
more than the WHB standard programs.1 

Houses were constructed to a small range of standard plans. Most of the early homes were brick, with some 
timber. Asbestos sheeting was only just becoming available and was used only in a few instances. It did not 
become common as a building material until after World War Two.2  

The WHB was superseded in 1947 by the State Housing Commission. Unlike the SHC, WHB did not build 
large estates of government residences, although in some places small groups of WHB houses were co-
located. The SHC constructed and managed government rental houses, a Commonwealth-funded scheme, 
as well as continuing its low-income home purchase schemes from the interwar years. The post-war decade 
was the single most significant period in the provision of government housing in Western Australia. Between 
1945 and 1956, the SHC constructed 41% of all housing built in the state. Housing to support industrial 
workers was prioritised, including workers at Armadale brickworks.3 

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c1940s-c1960s
Walls Compressed fibre cement sheeting
Roof Corrugated steel sheeting
Architectural Style Post-War Perth Regional
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By 1955, the SHC had constructed 42 residences in Armadale, mostly through home-purchase schemes, out 
of almost 20,000 post-war SHC houses built across the state by that time. Another 94 homes were built in 
Armadale between 1955 and 1968, after which the district became a focus of large-scale SHC construction.4

The land bounded by Church Avenue, John Street and South Western Highway was released as a residential 
subdivision in October . The area was sold as 115 lots, along with another 41 lots northwest of Church 
Avenue (now part of the shopping area). Blocks of between one quarter and two thirds of an acre were 
auctioned. The land had previously been part of the large holdings of Thomas Saw. The proposed precinct 
[Thomas to John Streets] comprises 89 lots of the original subdivision.5  

Some of the remaining residences are constructed to known SHC standard plans of the late 1940s/ early 
1950s, including 7 John Street, 3 William Street and 8 & 23 William Street. Others such as 11, 17 and 25 
John Street, 131 South Western Highway, 10 William Street or 29 Fourth Road are extremely similar to know 
SHC styles of this period and likely to also be post-World War Two SHC designs. The standard plan at 8 and 
23 William Street appears to be an SHC Pre-cut Type 16B or 16c. Due to a state-wide shortage of building 
materials and a desperate shortage of houses, the SHC in the early 1950s began using prefabricated housing, 
especially in country areas. Some were imported, but type 16B and 16C were designed and constructed by 
the SHC, and became the most common design for government housing outside the metropolitan area in 
the 1950s.6 

Aerial imagery from the City of Armadale Intramaps shows a rear addition and large shed to the west 
boundary from 1977. A smaller shed to the north was added in 1985 and demolished by 2000. In that year 
the rear addition was also shown to extend further north.7

1             Menck, Clare, A Thematic History of Government Housing, prepared for the Department of Housing, November 2014
2             Menck, Clare, A Thematic History of Government Housing, prepared for the Department of Housing, November 2014
3             Menck, Clare, A Thematic History of Government Housing, prepared for the Department of Housing, November 2014
4             State Housing Commission, Annual Reports, 1945-1970
5             Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.134-135
6              Menck, Clare, A Consideration of Collie as a Representation of Post-World War Two Government Housing, prepared for the Department of 
Planning Lands and Heritage WA, June 2016
7             City of Armadale Intramaps, Aerial Photography, https://maps.armadale.wa.gov.au/intramapspublic90/, accessed 10 April 2019

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities
Associations State Housing Commission of Western Australia
Sources -

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

23 William Street has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has historic value as a house constructed to known State Housing Commission plans in the 
late 1940s/early 1950s.

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

Place No.:  036
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Carport to the west of the residence. The 
residence is raised on brick stumps to the west 
and timber stumps to the front verandah.
Source: SCA 18/02/2019

Some mature plantings and a low steel and brick 
fence to the front.
Source: SCA 18/02/2019
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names
Street Address
Locality
Landgate PIN
Land Information

GPS

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database
Previous AMHI
Other Listings

PLACE TYPE
Original Use
Current Use
Other Use

Canning Dam & Quarry (fmr) 

Canning Reservoir
Lot 348 McNess Drive
Ashendon
215509, 11979987
Lot 348 and 3089 Vol/Folio LR0313400938, 71100153

Plan/Reserve R 47884, P036443, P254944
-32.16099913, 116.1114518; -32.15201216, 116.1277869

03830
2008
The National Trust of Australia (WA) - 1998

Other Built Type
Governmental - Reservoir or Dam
Governmental - Reservoir or Dam
-

Place No.:  037
Previous Place No.: 079
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1933 to 1998
Walls Concrete
Roof -
Architectural Style Inter-War Stripped Classical

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The site is situated within the valley of the Canning River in the Darling Plateau, approximately 33 kilometres 
south east of Perth. The Dam wall is situated in a narrow gorge running east and west, with rock sides 
sloping upward from the river bed at a slope of approximately one in four. Behind the dam wall, the south 
branch of the Canning River joins the main stream, with the impounded water forming a lake which stretches 
back in three arms to the east and west. 

The dam wall is a concrete gravity structure with a curved form constructed on a base foundation of rock.  The 
wall consists of a series of mass concrete monoliths poured in-situ.  The structure includes a concrete road 
and reinforced concrete balustrades along the top of the dam, and a concrete gatehouse centrally located 
at the top of the dam wall on the upstream side. It has detailed concrete cornices and two double doors with 
concrete corbels and pediments above. There are also two concrete entry pylons with stepped tops located  
south of the dam. There is also a concrete valve house at the base of the dam on the downstream side.  
There is a spillway at the southern end of the dam wall with a reinforced concrete training wall downstream 
of the spillway which controls water run-off.  The dam is terminated at each end by concrete piers, which are 
located either side of a roadway, and a concrete retaining wall on the northern side of the dam.

A quarry associated with the construction of the dam is located 400m downstream from the southern abutment 
of the dam, and comprises a quarry face, approximately 20 metres high, and a large open area in front of the 
quarry face containing some loose remnants of equipment and machinery. The quarry is fenced off with steel 
fencing and barbed wire above and is not publicly accessible; however, interpretation signage is available. 

Three residences are located on the southern end of the dam. There is a picnic area situated on a lower 
plane off McNess Drive with basic facilities and interpretation signage. The dam and quarry is surrounded by 
mature bushland which contribute to its picturesque setting.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 08/10/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Development of the Canning River as a source of water supply for Perth was first proposed in a report of 
the first Metropolitan Water Works Board of Perth in 1896.  Investigation of the site began as early as 1897, 
but despite a series of recommendations from reports of various Inquiries, and extreme shortage of water in 
some years, government funds were not allocated for construction of a dam until the beginning of a 1930s 
Depression.

Previous Place No.: 079
Place No.:  037
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The Canning River supplied water to Perth from as early as 1924, when a pipehead dam was built near 
Araluen, 6km downstream from the present Canning Dam, as part of the ‘Hills Scheme’, launched by Premier 
Sir James Mitchell in 1924 to address Perth’s chronic water shortages.

The construction of Canning Dam ended a long period during which Perth’s water supply was generally 
unsatisfactory in quality and in quantity.  From the time of its construction, until the boom growth of Perth in 
the 1960s and the completion of Serpentine Dam in 1961, Canning Dam was viewed by the citizens as the 
primary source of the city’s water supply.  It still supplies approximately 20% of the city’s requirements and 
therefore plays an extremely important role in the context of the development of the city.

The construction of the dam in the late 1930s provided considerable opportunities for employment at a period 
when the labour market was beginning to recover from the effects of the Depression.  Some of the works 
carried out under the project used unemployed workers who were registered under the sustenance program.  
It was a vast undertaking for the period and provided much needed work for 500 men and a valuable boost 
for local industry. 

The site for Canning Dam was recommended by engineer Thomas Cowley Hodgson, and was designed 
by Russell John Dumas, who also directed the majority of the construction works.  Victor Cranston Munt 
was a hydraulic engineer under Dumas, and an early resident engineer on construction of the dam.  Donald 
Campbell Munro was an understudy to Munt and was later also a resident engineer on construction of the 
dam.

While state of the art materials handling methods were used, in some instances, labour saving machinery 
worked beside operations intended to maximise the labour content. Sustenance workers were employed 
chiefly on site preparation, road construction, foundation excavation clearing timber from the reservoir basin,  
and on some concreting operations including an excavated, concrete lined outlet channel some 15km long 
which was constructed entirely by hand.  Skilled workers were required on the dam for fixing the formwork 
into which the concrete was poured and these were probably employed at normal day labour rates, the main 
employment method used on the project.

Rock for the concrete aggregate was obtained from a quarry about 400m downstream of the southern 
abutment of the dam.  The rock was crushed and screened to a maximum 75mm size then transported by 
conveyor belts to the concrete mixing plant located close to the southern abutment of the dam.  Duplicate 
crushers were used to prevent stoppage of output during maintenance times.  Swan Portland Cement 
supplied the cement, while the sand was obtained from a pit located between Armadale and Kelmscott.  
Two cables of the long chuting system were fixed to two massive steel towers, each 76m high.  This chuting  
system and skips were used to distribute the cement to the required positions of the wall.

The completion of the dam in 1940, approximately coinciding with the outbreak of World War II, had the 
result of reducing the effort taken to clean up at the end of the construction period.  As a result, elements of 
the construction process that would normally have been removed were left at the site, providing the physical 
evidence of the construction techniques and to some extent the technical innovations used on the dam. 

Previous Place No.: 079
Place No.:  037
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Several innovative design concepts and construction methods that were new to Australia were introduced 
on the project, while others which were used on the Wellington Dam, were improved upon at the Canning 
Dam site. 

These innovations included; the bulk handing of cement (instead of bagged cement) which was hauled in by
rail and transhipped to road trucks for cartage to the dam site; batching the concrete materials by weight 
instead of by volume; using water spraying to obtain a good key for the monolithic concrete blocks in the 
construction of the dam wall; creation of a cut-off trench near the upstream face of the dam and provision 
of a rock-filled drain downstream to intercept any water seepage between the rock face and the concrete of 
the dam; the inclusion of an internal drainage system to relieve internal seepage through the concrete; the 
use of immersion vibrators for the compaction of concrete at the dam; the use of conveyor belts to convey 
the crushed aggregate from the crushing plant to the batching plant 285 metres away; and, the system of 
chuting concrete using two high towers to support the chutes, which had been devised at Wellington Dam, 
was repeated at Canning Dam on a much larger scale. 

In 1952 the intake of water in Canning Dam was augmented by the diversion of a stream, from the adjacent 
Kangaroo Gully catchment, by means of a pipe head dam and contour channel.  The Kangaroo Gully Contour 
Channel is built above the Canning Dam and diverts water into the dam.  In the 1970s, the Canning Tunnel 
was blasted through solid granite from Canning Dam to Roleystone to boost water flow from the dam.  In 
1988, work began to strengthen the dam wall to preserve the reservoir for future water needs.

In May 1998 a Conservation Plan was prepared for Canning Dam by Heritage and Conservation Professionals  
for the Water Corporation.

In August 2012 three residential properties on the fringe of the Canning Dam and Quarry had a house 
number change notification. They were updated to No. 631, 633 and 635 McNess Drive.

A pair of concrete entry pylons to the south have a plaque on each side. The plaque on the left states:

METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY
CANNING DAM

THIS TABLET WAS UNVEILED BY

THE HON. ALEX McCALLUM M.I.A.
MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS

TO COMMEMORATE
COMMENCEMENT OF CONSTRUCTION

SEPTEMBER 1933

                                        E TINDALE, M.INST.CE.E                         J.DUMAS, M.INST.C.E
                                        DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS             CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

Previous Place No.: 079
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The plaque on the right states:

METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY
CANNING DAM

THIS TABLET WAS UNVEILED BY

THE HON. J.G. WILLCOCK M.L.A.
PREMIER AND TREASURER

TO COMMEMORATE
COMPLETION OF CONSTRUCTION

SEPTEMBER 6TH 1940

HON. H. MILLINGTON M.L.A.
MINISTER FOR WATER SUPPLY, SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE

                                        E TINDALE, M.INST.CE.E                         J.DUMAS, M.INST.C.E
                                        DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS             CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

J.G. HUTCHINSON
UNDER SECRETARY M.W.S.S.D. DEPT.

Another commemorative plaque is located near the service staircase west of the entry pylons. It states:

METROPOLITAN WATER AUTHORITY

THIS PLAQUE WAS UNVEILED BY 
THE HON. ARTHUR TONKIN,

B.A., Dip.Ed., J.P., M.L.A.
MINISTER FOR WATER RESOURCES

ON SEPTEMBER 10th. 1983.

TO COMMEMORATE THE 50th. ANNIVERSARY
OF THE COMMENCEMENT OF WORK ON

CANNING DAM
IN SEPTEMBER 1933

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD: D.W. ZINK Chairman
H. J. GLOVER               K. J. KELSALL                   F. PINCZUK

Managing Director         Director of Engineering      Director of Finance & Administration
J. W. DALLIMORE         J. B. HORGAN                    A. R. BEECH

Previous Place No.: 079
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Located close to the steel fence and gate to the former quarry is an interpretive sign which reads:

Canning Dam

Canning Dam was built from 1934 - 1940 using rock from this 
quarry.

Primary blasting detached the rock, and secondary blasting 
reduced the boulders to a size small enough to be hand 
worked using pneumatic drills.

In this photo, rocks are being lifted into steel tipping bins. 
The bins were then pushed 200m along miniature railway 
tracks to the crushing plant. The crushed rock was mixed 
with cement to make concrete for the dam wall.

Historic Theme Outside influences: Infrastructure
Occupations: Hospitality and tourism

Associations • Sir Charles McNess - Benefactor
• Russell John Dumas - Engineer
• Donald Campbell Munro - Engineer
• Victor Cranston Munt - Engineer
• Thomas Cowley Hodgson - Engineer
• Frederick Washington Lawson - Engineer
• Sir Charles McNess - Benefactor
• John Oldham - Landscape Architect
• Russell Dumas - Architect

Sources • Conservation Plan for Canning Dam by Heritage and Conservation 
Professionals, May 1998. DPLH

• City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.: 079
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Canning Dam and Quarry (fmr) , a concrete dam in the Inter-War Stripped Classical style, has cultural 
heritage signficance for the following reasons:

• The dam is of aesthetic value as an example of a dam in the Inter-War Stripped Classical style reflected 
by the use of simplified neo-classical detailing on the gatehouse and balustrades.

• The place has historic value as a large-scale engineering project constructed in the period before World 
War 2 to provide Perth with consistent water supply and contributed to the post-war development of the 
States capital. It also has historical significance for associations with the sustenance work programme 
in the 1930s.  

• The place has scientific value for the innovation and technical achievement derived from design concepts 
and construction methods of Wellington Dam in Worsley.

• The place, including the dam structure and environs, has social value to the community as a destination 
for picnics and recreation.

• The dam is a representative example of a concrete gravity dam constructed in the Inter-War period 
constructed with a high degree of technical excellence.

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Two concrete entry pylons located south of the dam 
with mounted plaques.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Concrete gate house in the middle of the dam on 
the upstream side.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018
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Downstream side with spillway to the southern 
end.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Mounted plaque on the left entry pylon.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Mounted plaque on the right entry pylon.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Mounted plaque near service staircase west of the 
entry pylons.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Stone staircase with steel handrails leading to the 
dam from the southern car park.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Open quarry face of the former quarry
Source: SCA 08/10/2018
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Steel fence and gate with barbed wire to the 
former quarry off McNess Drive.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Interpretive signage at the former quarry.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008 Source: AMHI 2008
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names
Street Address
Locality
Landgate PIN -
Land Information       -

GPS

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database
Previous AMHI
Other Listings

PLACE TYPE
Original Use
Current Use
Other Use

Old Coach Road

Sounds Road, Old Albany Road, Albany Highway
Intersects Albany Highway & Canning Dam Road
Bedfordale
-
Lot - Vol/Folio - 

Plan/Diagram -
- 

04722
1995, 2008
-

Historic Site
Transport / Communications - Road Transport
Transport / Communications - Road Transport
-

Place No.:  038
Previous Place No.: 087
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1830
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Traces of the Old Coach Road can still be seen from the ford at the Canning River, through Buckingham 
Road, and where Thompson Road joins Sounds Road.  The road is generally unsealed, with a compacted 
gravel finish and is approximately one lane wide, surrounded by bushland on both sides.  

Condition Fair
Integrity Low
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 21/01/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Constructed around 1830, this was the original road to Albany (King George’s Sound) from Perth, surveyed 
by the Government Surveyor, Alfred Hillman.  Used until 1833, as a route through Kelmscott, Roleystone 
and Bedfordale.

"Settlement to City" by Carter and Carter disputes the existence of the Old Coach Road. 

Historic Theme Transport & Communications: Road transport

Associations -

Sources 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Old Coach Road has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has historic significance as part of the former road from Albany to Perth, which was established 
in 1830 but was soon replaced with other overland routes.

Management Category 4
Level of Significance Little
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

The northern point of Old Coach Road off Heritage 
Drive facing south.
Source: SCA 21/01/2019

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 248 Albany Highway
Locality Bedfordale
Landgate PIN 347177
Land Information Lot 123 Vol/Folio 114500067

Diagram D12785
GPS -32.16711866, 116.0319982

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04692
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Farming / Pastoral - Cottage
Current Use Farming / Pastoral - Cottage
Other Use -

Paradise Cottage Place No.:  039
Previous Place No.: 027
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Paradise Cottage is sited below the level of the road and is located at the end of a gravel driveway that 
runs parallel to Albany Highway. At its entrance is a gravel circular driveway and two painted timber framed 
carports with the cottage to the south. The single-storey cottage is typical of the Victorian Georgian style, with 
rendered masonry walls and corrugated short sheet steel broken-back roof incorporating a verandah to the 
north which is partially enclosed in timber weatherboard.  The cottage also features exposed timber beams 
and rafters, masonry footings and double hung timber windows with small panes. 

The cottage is partially concealed from view by a garden with mature shrubs and trees, and the remains 
of an orchard.  A swimming pool is located to the northeast corner of the cottage. The property also has a 
corrugated steel shed of considerable size, a water tank and other smaller structures. Further north of the 
cottage is a stream with a timber bridge surrounded by mature plantings which contribute to its picturesque 
and timeless setting.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 12/11/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Paradise Cottage was built around 1860 as the home of the Marsh family.  The area (named ‘Paradise’) was 
originally settled by the Batt family, who cleared the land for viticulture, dairying, vegetable and fruit growing, 
and also established a flour mill.  John Marsh purchased the ‘Paradise’ farm around 1857, where he lived 
until his accidental death in 1872.  ‘Paradise’ farm was then occupied by John Marsh’s son, Edward Wellman 
Marsh, and his four children.  A further seven children were later born at ‘Paradise’.  In , George Frederick 
Marsh and Christina Marsh (nee Batt) took over ‘Paradise’, where they remained until the subdivision and 
sale of the property in 1919.

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1860 to c.1950
Walls Painted masonry, timber weatherboard
Roof Short sheet corrugated steel 
Architectural Style Victorian Georgian 

Previous Place No.: 027
Place No.:  039
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A mounted plaque at the end of the driveway by the City of Armadale states:

HISTORIC SITE

Paradise Cottage

Built around 1860, Paradise Cottage
is believed to be the oldest building in
the area. The property is connected

with the Marsh and Batt families
and was an early productive farm.

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activity

Associations Marsh Family

Sources • Heritage Council of Western Australia 2005
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Paradise Cottage, a single storey masonry and weatherboard cottage built in the Victorian Georgian style of 
architecture, has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a modest cottage dating from the 1860s, displaying characteristic 
Victorian Georgian style of architecture built around the era, and is set in a domestic garden with the 
remains of an early orchard.

• The place has historic value as the residence of the Marsh Family who were prominent citizens in 
Armadale. The Marsh family were early farming settlers in the district. 

• The place is a rare example of an extant simply-designed farmhouse, built in the first thirty years of the 
establishment of the colony and demonstrates some of the characteristics of this type of building.

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

Previous Place No.: 027
Place No.:  039
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Verandah to the north partially enclosed in timber 
weatherboard.
Source: SCA 12/11/2018

Double-hung timber windows with small panes to 
the north elevation.
Source: SCA 12/11/2018

Exposed timber beams and rafters under the east 
verandah.
Source: SCA 12/11/2018

Two painted timber framed carports clad in 
weatherboard north of the cottage.
Source: SCA 12/11/2018

Mounted plaque at the end of the driveway by the 
City of Armadale.
Source: SCA 12/11/2018

Mature plantings and timber bridge across a 
stream north of the cottage.
Source: SCA 12/11/2018

Previous Place No.: 027
Place No.:  039
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.: 027
Place No.:  039
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names
Street Address
Locality
Landgate PIN
Land Information

GPS

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database
Previous AMHI
Other Listings

PLACE TYPE
Original Use
Current Use
Other Use

Elizabethan Village

-
25 Canns Road
Bedfordale
352158
Lot 22 Vol/Folio SP2222600000, 192400544 

209700579, 198300383-9, 198300390-6, 
198300399, 252700751, 273000654, 273000655

Plan P009046, Strata S022226 

-32.14149901, 116.0363667

04691
1995, 2008
-

Individual Building or Group
Social / Recreational - Other
Social / Recreational - Other
-

Place No.:  040
Previous Place No.: 025

316316
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1977
Walls Brick
Roof Tile
Architectural Style Other Style (Replica Village)

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The Elizabethan Village comprises a group of buildings designed in the Queen Anne and Old English style, 
accurately replicating buildings in the Stratford-on-Avon – notably Anne Hathaway’s Cottage, Cobweb 
Restaurant and Shakespeare’s birthplace. The buildings are typically constructed with a combination of face 
brick, rendered brick and timber replicating the half-timbered effect to the walls, and feature steeply-pitched 
tiled, thatch or shingled roofs, robust stone chimneys, and timber framed leadlight windows. The buildings 
are set in extensive gardens with lawns and mature trees, connected by a network of winding roads designed 
to replicate the layout of a village.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 08/10/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Faux ‘Elizabethan’ replicas of Stratford-on-Avon built in 1977 for tourism purposes.

The building was used in the production of the 1998 film “A waltz through the hills", starring Ernie Dingo.

In 2011 and 2012 Building Licence’s were issued for construction of patios on Lot 25 and Strata Lot 18 
respectively. 

A mounted plaque on the Last Drop Elizabethan pub by the City of Armadale states:

HISTORIC SITE

Elizabethan Village

Brought to reality by the vision and hard work 
of retired British engineer, Leo Fowler,

Anne Hathaway’s Cottage, Shakespeare’s 
Birthplace and Cobwebs Restaurant are

accurate replicas of the original
buildings in Stratford-On-Avon.

The Elizabethan Village was awarded
the 1978 Sir David Brand

Award for Tourism.

Previous Place No.: 025
Place No.:  040
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Historic Theme Occupations: Hospitality & tourism

Associations Leo Fowler

Sources • Council records
• City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Elizabethan Village has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a group of replica buildings designed in the Queen Anne and Old 
English style of architecture, set within picturesque landscaped grounds, which combine to produce a 
pleasing environment.

• The place has social value by the community as one of the first major commercial tourism sites in the 
locality.

Management Category 4
Level of Significance Little 

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Rough stone face steps in a garden adjacent to 
the pub.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Outdoor bar in the garden flanked with two mature 
trees in a similar style to the pub.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Previous Place No.: 025
Place No.:  040
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South elevation of Last Drop Elizabethan pub.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Timber pergola with a masonry base leading to the 
village and pub from the car park.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Mounted plaque by the City of Armadale on the 
south elevation of the Last Drop Elizabethan pub.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.: 025
Place No.:  040
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names
Street Address
Locality
Landgate PIN
Land Information

GPS

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database
Previous AMHI
Other Listings

PLACE TYPE
Original Use
Current Use
Other Use

Weelarra

-
288 Carradine Road
Bedfordale
12211938
Lot 818 Vol/Folio 289500399

Plan/Diagram P404272
-32.15309324, 116.0452449

18962
2008
-

Individual Building or Group; Garden
Residential - Single-storey Residence
Residential - Single-storey Residence
-

Place No.:  041
Previous Place No.: 028

320320
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is a single-storey residence set overlooking a landscaped garden, located on a large rural property 
accessed by a long driveway lined with an avenue of mature trees.  

The residence is built on a raised stone foundation and has a rectilinear form with a central entry door, 
rendered walls painted white, tiled hipped roof with tall corbelled brick chimneys. The verandah, which 
encircles the building under a separate tiled roof, is supported on square timber posts.  

A brick-edged garden bed is located to the periphery of the residence. Numerous trees and shrubs grow 
along the verandah edges, including flowering exotics, fruit trees, roses and camellias.  A more formal garden 
is located to the east of the residence and comprises a series of stepped terraces, edged with low brick 
retaining walls and garden beds of agapanthus.  A fountain in a garden pond is the centrepiece of this section 
of garden, which is surrounded by expanses of lawn, and enclosed by a collection of trees and shrubs. The 
place cannot be viewed from the street.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 29/01/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

‘Weelarra’ was built c.1910 as a homestead on a parcel of land that was that was originally cleared for grazing 
and orchards.  Previous occupants are believed to include the Morcombe family in the late 1940s and the 
Blythe family.  Doug Blythe was a renowned grower of Camellias and during his residency at Weelarra he 
developed a Camellia (which he named “RITA” after his wife) which won a prestigious award in America.1

Following World War Two (c.1945-48), a memorial fountain and landscape garden was designed by Oliver 
Dowell who was the foreman gardener at The University of Western Australia in the 1930s.  Oliver Dowell 
was responsible for designing and constructing the “Sunken Garden” at UWA and the gardens in the grounds 
of St Georges College Crawley. He was also responsible for introducing Chinese Gooseberries in the family 
orchard in Bedfordale c1930s.2 Dowell’s father, Joseph Dowell, resided in the Armadale district from 1897 
until c.1916 and was a well-known local gardener.

The property was featured in one of the first seasons of Gardening Australia on the ABC.3

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1910
Walls Mud-brick, rendered brick
Roof Tile
Architectural Style Federation Bungalow

Previous Place No.: 028
Place No.:  041
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Recently the owners of the property have constructed a new residence on the property and extensively 
renovated both the historic homestead and the gardens, which had fallen into disrepair.  The memorial 
fountain is no longer extant although some of the early plantings remain.

The 2008 Municipal Heritage Inventory notes changes to the place comprise rear additions, a concrete 
verandah floor and recent timber framed doors and windows in enlarged openings.

1    Kim Fletcher, 2019.

2    Kim Fletcher, 2019,

3    Jeffrey Green, 2019.

Historic Theme • Occupations: Domestic activities
• Occupations: Horticulture

Associations Oliver Dowell (garden designer)

Sources • CHAC 2008
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Weelarra has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as an attractive vernacular homestead in the Federation Bungalow style of 
architecture, with smooth-rendered walls, hipped tiled roof and encircling verandah, and is complemented 
by the picturesque garden setting.

• The place is representatvie of the settlement of the Bedfordale area for agricultural purposes.  The 
memorial fountain (no longer extant) and gardens (modified), are believed to have been designed by 
Oliver Dowell, the foreman gardener at University of Western Australia in the 1930s and the son of a 
well-known local gardener Joseph Dowell.

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

Previous Place No.: 028
Place No.:  041
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Gated driveway off Carradine Road. The place 
could not be viewed from the street.
Source: SCA 29/01/2019

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.: 028
Place No.:  041
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names
Street Address
Locality
Landgate PIN
Land Information

GPS

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database
Previous AMHI
Other Listings

PLACE TYPE
Original Use
Current Use
Other Use

Churchman Brook Dam

-
96 Churchman Brook Road
Bedfordale
11418995
Lot 50 Vol/Folio 207800486

Plan/Diagram P004670
-32.1525904, 116.0784329

18961
2008
-

Other Built Type
Governmental - Reservoir or Dam
Governmental - Reservoir or Dam
Social Recreational - Other

Place No.:  042
Previous Place No.: 024
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date Constructed from 1923 to 1929
Walls Earth and stone
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The site is located in the Churchman Brook valley of the Darling Plateau, approximately 5km west of the 
Canning Dam and Reservoir, and is surrounded on all sides by State Forest.  The dam itself comprises a 
simple earthfill embankment which runs in a northeast-southwest orientation, retaining the reservoir of water 
which has a catchment area of 16km², contained on either side by the valley walls.  A concrete spillway 
extends down the northern face of the dam wall, terminating at the valley base where landscaped picnic and 
parking areas have been installed.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 08/10/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

In the summer of 1923, the people of Perth were protesting about the city’s inadequate water supply and in 
1924, the Premier, Sir James Mitchell, announced the launch of the ‘Hills Scheme’, to solve the problem of 
chronic water shortages.  The scheme involved the construction of three reservoirs in the Hills to serve the 
city, and three pipe-head dams to be built as a short term solution.

The project began with the construction of a reservoir and pipe-head at Churchman Brook, which was to be 
completed in two years and would deliver two million gallons of water a day.  At the same time, pipe-head 
dams were also built on the upper Canning at Araluen and on Wungong Brook. Work commenced on the 
‘Hills Scheme’ with a pipe-head diversion structure at the Churchman site linked to Perth on 25 February 
1925.  Churchman Brook Dam, an earthfill embankment dam, was completed in 1929, and provided Perth 
with a substantial portion of its ‘Hills’ water supply until 1937.

Difficult and isolated working conditions, heavy rainfall and bad roads made the project a challenge for 
engineers and labourers alike.  As with other dam projects in the Hills Scheme, workers lived at the site in 
temporary dwellings.  In winter, horses that pulled heavy rollers to compact the dam wall, sank up to their 
bellies in clay.  The reservoir site was cleared by hand by a workforce about to suffer the greater hardship of 
the Depression years.

In 2013 the dam’s inclusion to the State Register of Heritage Places as part of the P24378 Hills Water 
Scheme was considered, however it did not meet the threshold for entry.

Previous Place No.: 024
Place No.:  042
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Historic Theme Outside Influences: Infrastructure

Associations Water Corporation

Sources • Water Corporation
• City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Churchman Brook Dam, an earthfill embankment dam, has cultural heritage significance for the following 
reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a substantial engineering structure set within a picturesque valley 
landscape surrounded by State Forest, and features attractive landscaped areas in front of the dam wall.

• The place has historic significance as an integral component of the 1924 ‘Hills Scheme’, and, along 
with the other water reservoirs constructed in the Darling Range catchment area during this time, has 
continuously supplied Perth with water since 1929.

• The place has social value to the community for its historic associations and scenic qualities as a place 
for bush walking, picnics and social recreation.

• The place is representative of an earthfill embankment dam, which is created from compacted earth and 
rock to create an impermeable barrier for the retention of water.

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Spillway to the north face of the dam wall.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Valley base where landscaped picnic and parking 
areas have been installed.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Previous Place No.: 024
Place No.:  042
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Reservoir surrounded by bushland to the southern 
face of the dam wall.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Cautionary signage by the Water Corporation north 
of the dam.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.: 024
Place No.:  042
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names
Street Address

Locality
Landgate PIN
Land Information

GPS

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database
Previous AMHI
Other Listings

PLACE TYPE
Original Use
Current Use

Armadale Settlers Common

Charcoal Hill
Bounded by Carradine Road, Canns Road and Albany Highway. 
(accessed 39/63 Observation Circle)

Bedfordale
347231, 1250997, 1347799, 1347801, 1347803, 
Lot 4173, 1625, 4171, 4178, 4175 Vol/Folio LR0311900185, R0305600147

Plan/Reserve R4127/P219828, 193588 LR0307300474, LR0311900190, 

LR0311900187

-32.16094833, 116.0535253; -32.15549298, 116.0539313; -32.15941249, 
116.0425063; -32.16730638, 116.0528046; -32.15097583, 116.0509749

20079
2008
-

Historic site
Mining - Other
Park/Reserve

Place No.:  043
Previous Place No.: 002
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The site covers 383 hectares of the Darling Scarp and foothills in a block roughly bounded by Carradine 
Road, Canns Road and Albany Highway in Armadale.  The place is a combination of natural bushland, picnic 
areas and the remains of former gravel pits. Charcoal Hill also forms part of the site, located to the north-
west of the site.  A number of buildings are located off Triton Crescent, a road that branches east of Albany 
Highway, including the Field Study Centre and ‘Willow Heights’ (refer to Place No.46), which was relocated 
there from a nearby site. Barbeque, picnic facilities and information signage are also located in the vicinity of 
the buildings, overlooking Neerigen Brook. 

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 29/01/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

What is now the Armadale Settlers’ Common was gazetted as Reserve 4127 on 18 June 1897 for the 
purposes of ‘Commonage’.  This Reserve was vested in the Armadale-Kelmscott  on 2 August 1912 with the 
use amended to ‘Common and Timber for Settlers’.  The  officially accepted control of the Common on 28 
August of the same year.

In the course of the 20th century, parts of the Reserve were used for various purposes including, from 1922 
until 1971, for the quarrying of gravel.  In addition, during the Second World War, part of the Common (then 
in private ownership) was used for charcoal production.  Because of this, an area in the northwest of the 
Common is now known as Charcoal Hill.

In 1981, the purpose of the reserve was changed to ‘Parks and Recreation’, and with incorporation of sections 
previously in private ownership, was revested in the Armadale City Council on 8 May 1981.  

The immediate area around the Commons was the homesite of the Damon Family. The house was burnt 
down in 1984. Mr and Mrs Frank Damon were enthusiastic gardeners and the rock walls, terraces, exotic 
plantings are still evident. The Western Section bordering Albany Hwy and Carradine Rd was used for 
grazing during much of the last century.1

Jack Saw, owner of the “Narrowlands” had a pipeline installed to carry water from a spring about a kilometer 
S.E of the house, to troughs in paddocks lower down the hillside- for watering his cattle.2

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date -
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

Previous Place No.: 002
Place No.:  043
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In 1988, the Armadale City Council established a committee to develop a Management Plan for the Common.  
This Advisory Committee first met on 12 April 1989 and has continued with regular monthly meetings since 
that time.

In that same year, well-known wildlife artist, Margaret Peroni, designed a logo for the reserve.  This 
incorporated both floral and avian representations of the natural life of the Common; the small red-flowered 
shrub, Wilson’s grevillea (Grevillea wilsonii), and the Western Spinebill (Acanthorhynchus superciliosus).  
These emblems represented the interconnectedness of the biota of the Common, with the use of a bird 
pollinator highlighting the importance of vertebrate pollinators in the Northern Jarrah Forest represented in 
the Armadale region.

In 1990, the first Management Plan was published, following extensive public consultation.

In early 1993, the Armadale Settlers’ Common Field Study Centre was opened.  Since that time that single 
structure has grown into a complex of buildings and is used by many environmental and community groups 
throughout the year.  The year, 1993, also marked the release of a proposal for the establishment of the 
Darling Range Regional Park.

Following staff investigations and community consultation, in 1994, the City of Armadale adopted the Western 
Spinebill as the faunal emblem for the municipality.  

Around this time, the Armadale City Council also entered into a ten-year lease with the State Government for 
the Common, with implementation of the Management Plan as one of the conditions of the lease.

The Centenary of the Common was commemorated with the planting of 100 trees in the Settlers’ Grove in 
1997.  Early in the same year, Main Roads (W.A.) began work on the widening of Albany Highway through 
Bedfordale.  As this would have meant the destruction of the (fmr) Plymouth Brethren Meeting Hall- known 
as ‘Willow Heights’- the building was transported to the Armadale Settlers’ Common Field Study Centre 
Complex on 4th October 1997.  The next 18 months were spent restoring the building by re-roofing, rewiring 
and painting.  ‘Willow Heights’ is now being used as the Education Centre for the Common.

In 2014 a Building Permit was approved for signage works to be undertaken on the reserve.

1    Kim Fletcher, 2019.

2    Kim Fletcher, 2019. 

Previous Place No.: 002
Place No.:  043
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Existing signage by the City of Armadale in the park states:

CITY OF ARMADALE
ARMADALE SETTLERS COMMON

Environment Centre

• DOGS ON A LEASH
• FLORA AND FAUNA PROTECTED
• NO UNAUTHORISED VEHICLES OR TRAIL BIKES
• TOTAL FIRE BAN WITHIN PARK
• KEEP TO DESIGNATED TRAILS

Observe and Conserve

Field Study Centre was renamed Armadale Environmental Centre in 2016.

Historic Theme Occupations: Mining
Social & Civic Activities: Environmental awareness
Social & Civic Activities: Sport, recreation & entertainment

Associations • Margaret Peroni (artist)

Sources • City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Armadale Settlers Common has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as an attractive bushland reserve, incorporating walk trails, picnic areas 
and community buildings in its picturesque setting.

• The place has historic value as one of only a few remaining public commons in Western Australia.
• The place has social value as a long-standing ‘commonage’ - land that has been publicly owned and 

available since 1897 and is currently used for passive bushland recreation.

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

Previous Place No.: 002
Place No.:  043
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

City of Armadale signage.
Source: SCA 29/01/2019

Entry to the Settlers Common via Observation 
Circle.
Source: SCA 29/01/2019

Covered picnic bench and information signage.
Source: SCA 29/01/2019

Information signage close-up.
Source: SCA 29/01/2019

Additional information signage.
Source: SCA 29/01/2019

Trail and signage indicating dieback infested area.
Source: SCA 29/01/2019

Previous Place No.: 002
Place No.:  043
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 8 Springfield Road
Locality Bedfordale
Landgate PIN 213195
Land Information Lot 106 Vol/Folio 142200639

Plan/Diagram P011371
GPS -32.18209372, 116.0687289

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04690
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Farming/Pastoral - Homestead
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use Park/Reserve

Adderley’s Residence Place No.:  044
Previous Place No.: 023
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1910
Walls Timber framed with compressed fibre cement sheeting
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The residence comprises a timber framed building clad with compressed fibre cement sheeting and features 
a hipped corrugated steel roof, with a timber framed verandah across the front elevation, incorporated under 
the main roof.  The building has a simple rectilinear form, with a symmetrical front façade comprising a pair 
of timber framed multi-paned windows positioned either side of the central doorway.  The steel roof is painted 
green and features a painted masonry chimney with steel flue caps.

The house is located on rising ground overlooking the Neerigen Brook and is sited within large gardens. 
Trees and a number of sheds and garages are also located around the property. The view from the street is 
obscured by plantings and other structures.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 29/01/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The residence was built around 1910. The 2008 Municipal Heritage Inventory also states that Adderley’s 
Residence was included in the book ‘Vanishing Ink: Vanishing Architecture of Western Australia’ by Timothy 
G. Hare published in 1975. Only 1,000 copies were published.

Aerial imagery from the City of Armadale Intramaps shows an extension to the east of the residence in 
1981. A section was later removed between 1981 and 1985, forming the current L-shaped footprint of the 
residence. The aerial imagery also shows a rectangular swimming pool to the east from 1993.

In 2011 a Building Licence for the erection of a standalone shed on the property was granted. In 2012 a shed 
is shown in aerial imagery north of the property.

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities

Associations Adderley

Sources • Museum of Perth Library database
• City of Armadale Intramaps
• City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.: 023
Place No.:  044

335335



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Adderley's Residence has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a modest but attractive example of a timber framed residence dating 
from the turn of the century, set within a semi-rural setting.

• The place has historic value as a favoured subject of artists and photographers as evidenced by its 
inclusion in the book of sketches, ‘Vanishing Ink’.

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

View of the place from Springfield Road.
Source: SCA 29/01/2019

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.: 023
Place No.:  044
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address Lot 50 Springfield Road
Locality Bedfordale
Landgate PIN 11551019, 423105, 423104
Land Information Lot 50, 542, 618 Vol/Folio 209000560

Plan/Diagram D007132, P123603, P101045
GPS -32.19884174, 116.0677978

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 18963
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Other Built Type
Original Use Governmental - Reservoir or Dam
Current Use Governmental - Reservoir or Dam
Other Use -

Wungong Dam Place No.:  045
Previous Place No.: 030
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1979
Walls Rockfill embankment
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Wungong Dam is located in the Wungong Brook valley of the Darling Range, approximately 8km south of 
Churchman Brook Dam, and is surrounded by areas of farmland and State Forest in Bedfordale.  The dam 
itself comprises an earth core rockfill embankment oriented east-west, with a substantial concrete-lined 
spillway chute extending north from the downstream face of the dam.  The dam wall is 65 metres high 
above ground level, and 460 metres in length and features a free-standing concrete control tower which is 
connected to the dam wall by a steel-framed truss bridge.

The place is accessed via Admiral Road, which connects to a number of carparks and picnic spots downstream 
of the dam with views of the valley and dam structures. Admiral Road also runs along the top of the dam, at 
the time of inspection vehicular and pedestrian access was limited.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 08/10/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

In 1925, a small concrete pipe-head dam was built at Wungong Brook as part of the visionary “Hills Scheme” 
to solve the growing city’s problem of chronic water shortages. The scheme involved the construction of 
three reservoirs in the Darling Range and three pipe-head dams to serve as a short term measure.
Despite its small size, the Wungong Brook pipe-head dam supplied more water to the metropolitan area than 
either Churchman Brook Reservoir or Victoria Reservoir.  In a good winter it could supply as much as 32 
megalitres a day.

Although plans for a larger dam on the site were prepared, these were put aside when it was decided instead 
to build the major Canning Dam in the 1930s.  It was not until the 1970s that attention once again focused 
on the water resource potential of the Wungong River.  Work on the Wungong Dam began in 1975 and was 
completed in 1979.

The spillway approach channel and right abutment areas at Wungong Dam suffered slope instability and 
landslides, including four in 1977-78 alone, which resulted in delays and extensive remedial measures during 
construction.  

The dam is listed as part of the Hills Water Scheme in InHerit along with Churchman Brook Dam (Place No. 
042). 

Previous Place No.: 030
Place No.:  045
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Historic Theme Outside Influences: Infrastructure

Associations Water Corporation

Sources • Water Corporation
• InHerit database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Wungong Dam has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as the mature landscape contributes to its picturesque setting and 
secondary use as a recreational area.

• The place has historic value as the site of the first Wungong pipe-head dam established in 1925, followed 
by the Wungong Dam in 1979. 

• The place has social value as a place for bush walking, picnics and social recreation.
• The place is representative of an earth and rockfill embankment dam, which is created from compacted 

earth and rock to create an impermeable barrier for the retention of water.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Concrete control tower which is connected to the 
dam wall by a steel-framed truss bridge.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Previous Place No.: 030
Place No.:  045
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.: 030
Place No.:  045
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Plymouth Brethren Church
Street Address 8 Triton Court
Locality Bedfordale
Landgate PIN 11681688
Land Information Lot 811 Vol/Folio LR0315700020

Plan/Reserve P056587, R 50082
GPS -32.15021818, 116.0287843

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04693
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Religious - Church, Cathedral or Chapel
Current Use Social/Recreational - Other Community Hall or Centre
Other Use -

Willow Heights Place No.:  046
Previous Place No.: 029
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1934
Walls Weatherboard
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Inter-War Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is a single-storey timber framed building that is supported on stumps and clad with painted timber 
weatherboards.  It has a corrugated steel gable roof with smaller gables below the main roof line on the 
north and south gable ends. A simple timber framed skillion verandah extends across the east elevation and 
has been partly enclosed with weatherboards.  The building has timber framed doors and windows, each of 
which have been fitted with aluminum security screens.  

The building is located in the grounds of the Settlers Common, where it is surrounded by mature pine trees 
and native bushland, adjacent to an established picnic area. There is another building and a stone retaining 
wall located to the east and southeast of Willow Heights.

Condition Good
Integrity Medium
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 08/10/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

This structure was built as a meeting place for members of the Exclusive Plymouth Brethren who lived in the 
Bedfordale area.  The cost of construction was approximately 200 pounds and the builder was Syd Buggins.  
After another meeting place was established, this property was sold in 1953 to the Wilcocksons.  In 1997, 
Main Roads (W.A.) began work on the widening of Albany Highway through Bedfordale.  As this would have 
meant the destruction of ‘Willow Heights’, the building was transported to the Armadale Settlers’ Common 
Field Study Centre Complex on 4th October 1997.  The next 18 months were spent restoring the building by 
re-roofing, rewiring and painting.  ‘Willow Heights’ is currently used as the Armadale Settlers Common Field 
Study Centre.

The 2008 Municipal Heritage Inventory notes that the roof was previously tiled.

Previous Place No.: 029
Place No.:  046
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A mounted plaque to the east elevation of the building states: 

HISTORIC SITE

Willow Heights

Originally built by Mr Syd Buggins
in 1934 as a meeting place for the

Plymouth Brethren, the building
became the residence of the

Wilcocksons in 1952. It was sold in
1996 to make way for the widening of

Albany Highway and the
building was moved to

Settlers Common.

Historic Theme Social & Civic Activities: Religion

Associations Syd Buggins

Sources • Community Heritage Advisory Group
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Willow Heights has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a modest relocated weatherboard building dating from the 1930s. 
Despite numerous modifications the place still retains a sense of its original character.

• The place has historic value as the meeting place of the Plymouth Brethren, who lived and worked in the 
area. It was originally built by Mr Syd Buggins.

• The place has social value as it is valued by the local community, originally as a venue for religious 
congregation, and more recently demonstrated by the community effort involved in the relocation of the 
building.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

Previous Place No.: 029
Place No.:  046
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Gable roofs and double door to the south 
elevation.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Verandah to the east elevation clad in 
weatherboard.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Stone retaining wall southeast of the building.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Mounted plaque by the City of Armadale to the 
east elevation.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.: 029
Place No.:  046
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names
Street Address
Locality
Landgate PIN
Land Information

GPS

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database
Previous AMHI
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE
Original Use
Current Use
Other Use -

Armadale to Fremantle Railway Line and Bridge

Armadale to Fremantle Railway Line Remnants
Lot 718 Armadale Road
Armadale, Haynes and Forrestdale
1248558, 1248557, 1247206, 
Lot 717-719 Vol/Folio LR0311000992,

Plan/Reserve P219865, P219866/
R2795

LR0311000991, LR0311000990

-32.147990029998, 115.928011250555; -32.14416672, 115.91381

24580
2008

Other Structure
Transport / Communications – Other (Railway)
Reserve

Place No.:  047
Previous Place No.: 115
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1907
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

In the 1970’s the alignment of this railway was largely intact and the location of the sidings readily visible.  
The two railway bridges at Armadale (Neerigen Brook) and Westfield (Wungong Brook) were also still in-situ.  
The construction of Armadale Road along the railway reserve has eliminated much of this formation.  From 
Forrestdale to Banjup the old railway formation is still largely in place on the south side of Armadale Road, 
with remains of the gravel ballasting extant.  There are the remains of a bridge over the James Drain in 
Forrestdale between Nicholson and Taylor Roads and a small culvert visible north of Taylor Road.

Condition Poor
Integrity Low
Authenticity Low
Date of Survey -

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The Jandakot-Armadale Railway was constructed by the Railway Construction Branch, Public Works 
Department (PWD).  Work commenced at Jandakot on 20 February 1907 and after a month the forming 
up of the track bed and clearing were well advanced.  About 80 men were employed and 1 mile of rails had 
been laid.  Jandakot had been the terminus of the railway since the section from Robb’s Jetty opened on 1 
April 1906.  

This railway was built to serve the settlers along its route but it was also a short cut for goods, timber and coal 
to the port of Fremantle.  Because of this heavy goods traffic, the line was built new with heavy rails.  The 
58lb per yard steel rails were made by Cockerill Ougrée in Liège, Belgium.

By the end of April 1907 the rails had been laid for 3½ miles.  The rails were connected with the South 
Western Railway at Armadale in mid June and it was reported that the PWD had already hauled 100 tons of 
local goods using their construction locomotive.

The railway was opened for goods and passenger traffic from 15 July 1907, while the official opening was 
performed by the Minister for Works, James Price, on 22 July 1907. A special train was run for the occasion 
from Fremantle through to Armadale. At the time of the opening there were only two intermediate sidings; 
No.1 Siding (later Banjupp) and No.2 Siding (later Forrestdale).

There were a number of sidings and stopping places from Fremantle heading towards Armadale along the 
route of the railway over the years from 1907 to 1964.  These included:

Previous Place No.: 115
Place No.:  047
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“Jandakot : opened with the railway from Robb’s Jetty on 1 April 1906.  It was renamed Yangebupp on 1 April 
1908, but renamed Jandakot on 14 September 1908.  It was still open when the railway closed in 1964.  It 
appears that this siding was about 8.9km, as the crow flies, west from the Banjup siding (and nowadays in 
the City of Cockburn).

“Banjup : opened with the railway on 15 July 1907 and was known as No.1 Siding.  It was named Banjupp on 
1 April 1908 but renamed Banjup in August 1915.  It had a public siding, shelter shed and loading ramp.  The 
public siding was removed in April 1952 but the location remained open as a passenger stopping place until 
eliminated in January 1961.  (This siding was located just west of the intersection of Armadale and Liddelow 
Roads and outside the boundaries of Armadale).

“Taylor’s Crossing : this was a passenger stopping place only, and opened sometime prior to 1922.  It was 
originally called Skeet’s Crossing and was renamed Taylor’s Crossing in June 1934.  It appears to have been 
mainly used by school children.  It was eliminated in January 1961.  (This locality was about 500 metres east 
of the intersection of Armadale and Taylor Roads).

“Pine Tree Crossing : this was also a passenger stopping place only (mainly school children) and opened 
about 1936-38.  It was eliminated in January 1961.  (This location is about the intersection of Armadale and 
Nicholson Roads).

“Forrestdale : opened with the railway on 15 July 1907 and was known as No.2 Siding.  It was named 
Jandakot on 1 April 1908, but renamed East Jandakot on 14 September 1908.  It was renamed Forrestdale 
in August 1915.  It had a public siding, shelter shed and loading ramp.  It was still open when the railway 
closed in 1964. (This siding was located about the intersection of Armadale and Wirin Roads, Forrestdale).

“Westfield : this public siding was opened in August 1911 and named Murphy’s Crossing.  It was renamed 
Westfield in May 1916.  The public siding was removed for a time but was reinstalled in October 1923.  A 
shelter shed was provided for passengers and goods.  It was still open when the railway closed in 1964.  
(This siding was just west of the current intersection of Armadale and Lake Roads).

In the early 1960’s a new bauxite railway was proposed by Alcoa to run from Mundijong to the Darling 
Ranges.  A new direct route for the bauxite was planned from Mundijong to Kwinana and this eliminated the 
need to maintain a parallel railway from Armadale to Robbs Jetty.  Train services from Bibra Lake to Armadale 
were therefore suspended from 23 January 1964.  The last train to run on this line was an Australian Railway 
Historical Society tour to Armadale on 23 February 1964.  This tour was also a farewell tour for the ‘DS’ class 
of steam locomotives, when DS 371 hauled this train.

Historic Theme Transport & Communications: Rail transport

Associations • Railway Construction Works Branch, Public Works Department 
• James Price MLA, Minister for Works (7 May 1906 to 30 June 1909) - 

Politician (Minister for Works)

Sources • First Stage South, Daphne Popham 1980
• Rail Heritage Western Australia
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.: 115
Place No.:  047
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Armadale to Fremantle Railway Line and Bridge has cultural heritage significance for the following 
reasons:

The place has historic value as the opening of the railway from Perth to Armadale had a large impact on 
the elevation of Armadale to municipal prominence.  The selection of Armadale as the point to join the 
line to Fremantle further opened the district to the transport of its agricultural and timber products and the 
movement of passengers along the Armadale-Fremantle route.

The place has scientific value as an archaeological research and teaching site that has the potential to reveal 
wider information about railway works associated with the construction of railways in Western Australia at the 
start of the 20th Century.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

Previous Place No.: 115
Place No.:  047
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Jandakot Lake, Forrest Lake
Street Address Lot 459 Forrest Road
Locality Forrestdale
Landgate PIN 388155
Land Information Lot 459 Vol/Folio LR0309100500

Plan/Reserve P217551, R 24781
GPS -32.15897637, 115.9371448

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04403
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings National Trust of Australia (WA) 1995

PLACE TYPE Landscape
Original Use Park / Reserve
Current Use Park / Reserve
Other Use -

Forrestdale Lake Place No.:  048
Previous Place No.: 032

349349
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date -
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Forrestdale Lake is part of an A class Natural Reserve located 10kms west of Armadale which is managed 
by the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions. Access is through Moore Street to the north 
of the lake. Timber framed interpretation boards installed by the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation 
and Attractions are located at the beginning of a walkway that terminates at a limestone and steel viewing 
platform with additional interpretation boards overlooking the edge of the lake.1

1             City of Armadale 2019

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 06/11/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

This body of water (around 200ha in area) is of historical-mythological significance to Aboriginal people, 
and was known as the ‘place of the whistling kite’ (Jandakot).  The wetland is of international significance, 
protected by the Ramsar Convention, as an important feeding and resting place for various long-range 
migratory species of bird.  Forrestdale Lake is also protected as an ‘A’ Class Nature Reserve.  In addition, for 
some years from 1957, the Lake Jandakot Sailing Club was based here.

This was originally a Rotary Club community service project, part of which involved the transportation of the 
old Bedfordale Primary School to the lakeside, where it was reassembled as a clubhouse.  As the yachting 
season opened earlier on the lake than elsewhere, it was well supported by metropolitan sailing clubs, even, 
at one time, being used as a practice venue by Rolly Tasker when training for the Flying Dutchman Class 
Olympic events.Sundays were a particularly popular time at the Lake, when the water was filled with craft 
of various classes, including ‘14-footers’, ‘Veejays’ and ‘Rainbows’, as well as providing a safe course for 
young sailors in their ‘pram’ dinghies.  Unfortunately, two dry years (with a resulting low water level) and the 
demolition of the clubhouse by strong winds, led to the demise of the club after four or five years.

The remnant timber base from the Flagpole of the Jandakot Lake Yacht Club west of the interpretation 
boards off Moore Street contains a mounted plaque that states:

This is the base of the Flagpole
of the Jandakot Lake Yacht Club

that operated from this site
from 1957 - 1964.

Previous Place No.: 032
Place No.:  048
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Another mounted plaque on a stone west of the information boards off Moore Street by the Department of 
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions States:

Friends of Forrestdale

THE HONOURABLE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
MR. BOB PEARCE M.L.A. OFFICIALLY LAUNCHED

THE FRIENDS OF FORRESTDALE LAKE
NATURE RESERVE

on 29th APRIL, 1990, to assist in the management
of the lake and its surrounds. Forrestdale Lake
is recognised internationally as an important

habitat for migratory waterbirds.

In 2005 the Forrestdale Lake Natural Reserve Management Plan was prepared by the (then) Conservation 
Commission of Western Australia and the Department of Conservation and Land Management to outline the 
values and management of the Lake and surrounding bushland.1

1              City of Armadale 2019

Historic Theme Social & Civic Activities: Environmental awareness

Associations • Ramsar Convention
• Jandakot Lake Yacht Club

Sources • City of Armadale property database
• Mounted plaque on site
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Forrestdale Lake, a nature reserve measuring around 200 hectares, has cultural heritage significance for the 
following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as an attractive and prominent landscape feature that makes a significant 
contribution to the character of the area.

• The place scientific value as it has a variety of flora and is home to 72 species of birds including long 
range migratory birds, and is a wetland of international importance.

• The place has social value as a popular educational site and for bush walking and bird-watching. It 
is also valued by local aboriginal communities as it is of historical-mythological significance, and was 
known as the ‘place of the whistling kite’ (Jandakot) and its association with the Lake Jandakot Sailing 
Club, which ran for several years from 1957.

Previous Place No.: 032
Place No.:  048
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Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Covered timber framed interpretation boards off 
Moore Street. Erected as part of LEAP (Landcare 
Environmental Action Program) in 1994.
Source: SCA 06/11/2018

Walkway from the interpretation boards leading to 
the viewing platform north of the lake.
Source: SCA 06/11/2018

Limestone and steel viewing platform overlooking 
the edge of the lake.
Source: SCA 06/11/2018

Interpretation board on the viewing platform.
Source: SCA 06/11/2018

Previous Place No.: 032
Place No.:  048
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Mounted plaque on a stone west of the interpretation 
boards.
Source: SCA 06/11/2018

Mounted plaque on a remnant timber base of the 
Flagpole of the Jandakot Lake Yacht Club.
Source: SCA 06/11/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.: 032
Place No.:  048
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 22 Cassoti Road
Locality Karragullen
Landgate PIN 213399
Land Information Lot 380 Vol/Folio 115800946

Plan/Diagram P101022
GPS -32.11296811, 116.125536

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 18982
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Farming / Pastoral - Shed or Barn
Current Use Farming / Pastoral - Shed or Barn
Other Use -

Hanbury’s Stone Barn Place No.:  049
Previous Place No.: 084
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1890s-1900
Walls Stone and brick
Roof Corrugated compressed fibre sheeting
Architectural Style Victorian Georgian

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is a double height stone barn with a steep pitched corrugated compressed fibre cement sheet 
gable roof with wide timber bargeboards to each gable end.  The walls are constructed in stone with face 
brick quoining to the openings. There are alternating doors and windows to the east and west elevations, and 
an opening to the upper gable wall.

The barn is one of a number of substantial shed structures located on this orchard property at the end of 
Cassoti Road in Karragullen and is highly visible from higher vantage points, particularly at the intersection 
of Herbert Road and Cassoti Road.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High  
Date of Survey 21/01/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The barn was built by contractors for the Hanbury family, pioneers of Karragullen (then known as Canning 
Mills) in c.1890s-1900, for their orchard.  Mr Hanbury (Snr) died in the 1930s, and his son Clement continued 
to work as an orchardist. 

Historic Theme People: Early settlers

Associations Hanbury family

Sources 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Hanbury's Stone Barn has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

The place has aesthetic value as a rural building that combines the qualities of its simple functional form with 
the craftsmanship of its masonry construction in the Victorian Georgian style of architecture, and is located 
in a picturesque rural setting.

The place has historic value as it is associated with the Hanbury family, pioneers of the Karragullen area.

Previous Place No.: 084
Place No.:  049
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Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Stone wall with face brick quoining to the openings.
Source: SCA 21/01/2019

Corrugated compressed fibre cement sheeting to 
roof and an opening to the upper gable wall.
Source: SCA 21/01/2019

View from Cassoti Road showing the north and 
east elevation of the barn.
Source: SCA 16/12/2018

Previous Place No.: 084
Place No.:  049
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.: 084
Place No.:  049
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Illawarra Orchard Co.
Street Address 233 Illawarra Road
Locality Karragullen
Landgate PIN 214266
Land Information Lot 499 Vol/Folio 193700990

Plan/Diagram P250150
GPS -32.09208545, 116.1466553

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04721
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Garden; Other Structure
Original Use Farming / Pastoral - Other
Current Use Farming / Pastoral - Other
Other Use -

Illawarra Orchard
Previous Place No.: 085

Place No.:  050
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1893
Walls - 
Roof - 
Architectural Style - 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is an orchard established in the hilly country of Karragullen, on a property that extends along 
a length of Pickering Brook, with a backdrop of native jarrah bushland.  The orchard is located at the end 
of Illawarra Road and is marked with a timber sign, and a early steel-framed agricultural gate bearing its 
namesake.  A large portion of the land is used for commercial fruit farming and vineyards. The place also has 
a number of large corrugated steel and timber framed packing sheds and residential buildings. There is also 
a private interpretation centre attached to a packing shed. Two irrigation dams are located at the site, on both 
sides of the brook that runs through the property. 

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 19/11/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The land on which this orchard was established was selected by Edward Keane in 1891, and sold shortly 
afterward to Edward Wharton White and Lionel White (the manager of the Canning Mills), and E.H. Dean 
Smith (a well-known Perth architect).  Situated at about 1,000 feet above sea level, it is one of the most 
elevated orchards in the State.  In 1893, clearing and planting began, Lionel White laying out the initial 12 
acres of ‘Illawarra’ (named after the White’s family home at Kapunda, South Australia) with a theodolite, 
supervising extensive underground drainage, and preparing the ground with a team of bullocks and a railway 
formation plough.  An orchardist from Mundaring, Mr. Laufer, planted the first trees.

In 1899, Thomas Price moved with his wife Emily Claudia Price (nee Rogers) to Karragullen to become 
manager/partner of the ‘Illawarra’ Orchard, relocating from the fruit tree nursery and orchard he managed at 
Guildford for Charles Harper.  Price was born (in 1864) and educated in Shropshire, after which he studied 
horticulture with a large firm of London nurserymen.  In 1891 he migrated to Western Australia, and settled 
in Guildford.  

Around 1900, there were 32 varieties of apples planted at ‘Illawarra’, and as many varieties of pears.  The 
five main varieties of apples were Dohert’s (or Improved Yates), Jonathons, Cleopatras, Dunn’s Seedlings, 
and Rokewoods. The Bartlett was the most important pear variety, followed by Gansel’s Bergamot.  In 
addition, there were numerous varieties of stone and citrus fruits, quinces and persimmons.  By 1902, there 
were 44 acres of fruit trees at ‘Illawarra’, the majority apples. By 1912, the property comprised 228 acres, of
which 50 acres had been brought under cultivation.  The annual output in that year had reached 10,000 
cases of apples and pears.  

Previous Place No.: 085
Place No.:  050
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‘Granny Smith’ apples were planted in trial plots in 1911-12, the largest in the State.  The first shipment of 
these apples was exported in 1922.  There had been earlier exports of ‘Illawarra’ fruit, with the first trial ship-
ment to London in 1907.

Historic Theme Occupations: Horticulture

Associations Thomas Price

Sources • Battye Cyclopedia of Western Australia
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Illawarra Orchard has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a large orchard with various sheds and residential buildings situated in 
the backdrop of native jarrah bushland.

• The place has historic value as is was integral to the development of agriculture in the wider Armadale 
district, being the place where Thomas Price experimented with various fruit species to determine their 
suitability for the area in the 1900s, and also implemented new practices and technology to improve the 
cold storage of the fruit, the control of pests, and the irrigation of the orchard.

• The place is associated with Thomas Price, a nurseryman and active member of the Executive Council 
of the Western Australian Fruit-growers Association, who originally partnered with Charles Harper at 
‘Woodbridge Nurseries’, and then went on to run Illawarra Orchard.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Steel-framed agricultural gate to the side of the 
driveway leading to the sheds.
Source: SCA 19/11/2018

Rose bushes to the west of the sheds.
Source: SCA 19/11/2018

Previous Place No.: 085
Place No.:  050
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Diagramatic train line interspersed with historical 
photographs in an old cool room.
Source: SCA 19/11/2018

Historical equipment, vehicles and interpretation 
boards in a timber framed shed.
Source: SCA 19/11/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.: 085
Place No.:  050
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 26 Saunders Way
Locality Karragullen
Landgate PIN 214262, 1152772
Land Information Lot 49 and 60 Vol/Folio LR0315000475, 

Plan/Reserve R27763, P165650, 
GPS -32.08454954, 116.1181596 and -32.08532837, 116.1166095

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 18983
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Social Recreational - Other Community Hall/Centre; Park/Reserve
Current Use Social Recreational - Other Community Hall/Centre; Park/Reserve
Other Use -

Karragullen Hall and Oval Place No.:  051
Previous Place No.: 086
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1959
Walls Brick, weatherboard, compressed fibre cement sheeting
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Post-War 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is located to the north-west side of the intersection of Old Station Road and Saunders Way, 
opposite Karragullen Oval with a bitumen car park to the north and east.

The place is a single storey timber framed building with a medium pitched corrugated steel gable roof, and 
a painted brick entry wall. Steel signage with the words ‘Karragullen Hall’ is mounted to the entry wall.  A 
steel framed entry porch with a skillion roof is located centrally on the front elevation. Aside from the front 
elevation, the walls are clad with weatherboards and compressed fibre cement sheeting. The building also 
has large timber framed windows fitted with security screens. The brickwork is painted in grey tones and the 
front facade has mounted singage that states, “1st ROLEYSTONE SCOUT GROUP”.

Next to the hall is the Lance Morgan Pavilion with signage for the “Roleystone Gymnastics Club” signage 
mounted to the south elevation. The oval is situated on a raised embankment and is edged by jarrah forest.  
A mature pine tree is located near the entry ramp off Saunders Way to the west.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 19/11/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The original Karragullen Hall was opened on 18 July 1921.  After being transferred to the Roads Board in 
1934, the Hall was extended.  In late 1959, a new and larger hall was opened and the original hall was sold 
and removed from the site.  The Oval is the site of the Karragullen Field Days. 

Previous Place No.: 086
Place No.:  051
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A mounted plaque by the City of Armadale is located to the west of the oval. It states:

KARRAGULLEN OVAL

An important social and recreational 
facility for the community of 

Karragullen that is named after 
the townsite gazetted

in 1913.
Karragullen in an Aboriginal

name thought to mean
‘red gully’.

This land was vested in
Council on 1 Sept

1965.

In July 2010 the City appointed Scouts Australia to manage and operate Karragullen Hall. A year later the 
Hall and pavilion were leased to Hills Orchard Improvement Group Incorporated. 

A Compliance Certificate was issued for major plumbing works with the toilet facilities completed in August 
2013. In August 2016 a Requisition for Materials/Services was issued to repaint the external walls of the Hall. 

The Oval was also hired out to the Roleystone Karragulen Cricket Club during summer seasons between 
2004 and 2012. 

In October 2015 a Purchase Order for bore testing at the Karragullen Oval was issued, followed by a ground 
water report by a Consulting Geophysicist in September 2016. In May 2017 a Purchase Order for test drills 
at the Oval was also issued. This was followed by a second Purchase Order in June for bore installation and 
subsequent cleaning post-installation.

Historic Theme Social and Civic Activities: Community services & utilities

Associations -

Sources • City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Karragullen Hall and Oval has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

The place has social value as a long-standing venue for social events and functions, while the oval is valued 
as a public recreational reserve.

Previous Place No.: 086
Place No.:  051
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Management Category 4
Level of Significance Little

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

East elevation of the Karragullen Hall clad 
in compressed fibre cement sheeting and 
weatherboards.
Source: SCA 19/11/2018

The Lance Morgan Pavilion located next to the 
hall.
Source: SCA 19/11/2018

Entry ramp to the Karragullen Oval with a stone 
embankment on either side. 
Source: SCA 19/11/2018

Jarrah forrest to the edge of the oval.
Source: SCA 19/11/2018

Previous Place No.: 086
Place No.:  051
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Mounted plaque by the City of Armadale near the 
entry ramp. 
Source: SCA 19/11/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.: 086
Place No.:  051
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 2947 Albany Highway
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 340313
Land Information Lot 5 Vol/Folio 173700597

Plan P002647
GPS -32.12225649, 116.0172267

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04696
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use -

Hugh & Hulda Buckingham's Residence (fmr) Place No.:  052
Previous Place No.:  062
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1900s
Walls Face brick
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Queen Anne 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is a single-storey brick and corrugated steel residence designed in the Federation Queen Anne 
architectural style, set within a garden that incorporates mature palms, flame trees and some native trees, 
and featuring a random course stone wall to the street boundary.  The house has a rectilinear form with a 
steeply-pitched hipped roof and a timber framed bull-nosed verandah to the front and returning to the north.  
The verandah has square timber posts, with ornate collars, decorative brackets and an ornamental frieze.  
The verandah has a timber floor supported on a brick foundation, with splayed brick steps providing access 
to the verandah.  The front elevation is arranged symmetrically, with pairs of vertically-proportioned sash 
windows positioned either side of the central door way.  The front door is a panelled timber door with a glazed 
fanlight and sidelights.  The windows and doors are typically timber framed with arched heads and rendered 
sills.

A lean-to addition is visible to the rear of the cottage, clad with weatherboards, but very few other external 
alterations are evident.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 16/11/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The house was built for Hugh and Hulda Buckingham c.1900s. The residence was called "Paramatta" after 
the town in NSW where Hulda Buckingham came from. The house was later the residence of Alfred and 
Hilda Martin, from 1940s and 50s. Alfred and Hilda Martin's son, Henry, later inherited the property. Henry 
Martin sold the property to Dr Cooper. 

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities

Associations • Buckingham family 
• Martin family

Sources 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.:  062
Place No.:  052
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Hugh & Hulda Buckingham's Residence (fmr), has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as an example of a residence in the Federation Queen Anne style of 
architecture. The place features a bull nosed verandah with timber posts and a decorative valance.

• The place has historic value is one of a number of residences dating from the turn of the twentieth 
century, still extant in this section of Albany Highway. The place is also associated with former residents 
Hugh and Hilda Buckingham, and Alfred and Hilda Martin.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Random course stone wall facing the street.
Source: SCA 16/11/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008 Photo taken when property was owned by the 
Martin Family c1940s.
Source: Elain De Ruiter

Previous Place No.:  062
Place No.:  052
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Photo taken when property was owned by the 
Martin Family.
Source: Elain De Ruiter

Photo taken when property was owned by the 
Martin Family.
Source: Elain De Ruiter

Previous Place No.:  062
Place No.:  052
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Kookaburra Eye Clinic
Street Address 2953 Albany Highway
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 340317
Land Information Lot 8 Vol/Folio 128700594

Plan/Diagram P002647
GPS -32.12293714, 116.0172995

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04716
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Current Use Health - Other
Other Use -

Levi & Alberta Stewart's Residence (fmr) Place No.:  053
Previous Place No.:  067

371



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1907
Walls Painted rendered brick
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is a single-storey rendered brick and corrugated steel building, with a steeply-pitched hipped roof 
featuring twin Dutch gables projecting to the east elevation and gablets to the north and south, a tall masonry 
chimney, and a skillion verandah across the front and side elevations.  The verandah has timber posts and a 
timber deck.  The building has vertically-proportioned windows to the front elevation, arranged in pairs either 
side of the central entry door.  

Condition Good
Integrity Medium
Authenticity Medium

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The residence was built for Levi and Alberta (nee Buckingham) Stewart.  Alberta was the daughter of 
Alexander Buckingham who was involved in timber milling and carting in the Kelmscott area.  Alberta worked 
as a monitor at the Kelmscott Primary School from c1898 – 1907 when she married Levi.1  
The house was said to be built in 1907 in time for Levi’s wedding.
Levi was also involved with the timber industry and travelled between Kelmscott and Buckingham Siding 
via Collie, where Alberta’s brothers’ Ernest and James Buckingham established the Buckingham Mill in that 
area in 1911.

The house was used as a maternity hospital in the 1920s.

A Certificate of Design Compliance was issued in November 2012, followed by a Building Permit for a new 
sign.
1      Elaine de Ruiter & Jeffrey Green 2019

Historic Theme Social and Civic Activities: Health

Associations -

Sources • City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.:  067
Place No.:  053
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Stewart Residence (fmr) has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as an example of a residence constructed in the Federal Bungalow style 
of architecture from the 1920s, and is a recognisable landmark on Albany Highway.  

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Steeply-pitched hipped roof featuring twin Dutch 
gables to the east elevation.
Source: SCA 13/11/2018

Gablet above the Dutch gable roof facing south with 
timber finials.
Source: SCA 13/11/2018

Skillion verandah with timber posts and decking.
Source: SCA 13/11/2018

Timber entry door to the front with fanlight and side 
lights.
Source: SCA 13/11/2018

Previous Place No.:  067
Place No.:  053
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  067
Place No.:  053
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 16 Armitage Road
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 340233
Land Information Lot 16 Vol/Folio 142800194

Plan/Diagram P002649
GPS -32.12400763, 116.0197616

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04717
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings Register of Heritage Places – Assessed Below Threshold, August 2002

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use -

Nicholas Uren Residence Place No.:  054
Previous Place No.:  069
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1907
Walls Rendered brick
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Located on the north of Armitage Road the place is set forward of the building line in comparison to the 
adjacent single-storey residences. The street has mature plantings to the north side of the site. A low, painted 
cast iron fence and central gate separates the property from the street. There is planting to the south of the 
residence and a tiled pathway leads to the entry.

The building is a symmetrical single-storey rendered and painted brick building with corrugated steel hip roof 
and a bullnose verandah. There are two simply detailed painted brick chimneys to the front elevation while 
a third chimney is located further north. Painted turned timber posts with decorative valances support the 
corrugated steel bullnose verandah. Double hung timber windows flank a central timber paneled entry door 
with fanlight above.

A corrugated steel carport with turned timber posts and herringbone brick paved driveway leads to the east 
of the building. The mature plantings to the rear of the property and the succinct front garden complement 
the setting of the building. 

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 17/07/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

In 1903, Kelmscott state schoolteacher, Ernest Leslie Haynes, purchased Lot 130 from the subdivision of 
part of Canning Location 31.  Lot 130 comprised approximately nine and half acres.  Haynes had the land 
subdivided into residential size lots, and Lots 14, 15 and 16 were purchased by carpenter, Nicholas Uren in .  
Uren built a residence in c1907 on the central of the three lots he owned and is believed to have established 
a poultry farm on some of the vacant land surrounding the place.

Nicholas and his wife Grace arrived in Western Australia c.1900 with one of their children, Edgar, who was 
twenty-three.  Prior to arriving in Kelmscott, Nicholas Uren was recorded as a fruit grower at Upper Cardup, 
Beenup, while his son Edgar was entered as a dairyman.  It is not until 1907 that Nicholas Uren is listed in 
Kelmscott, as a poultry farmer.

Previous Place No.:  069
Place No.:  054
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Nicholas Uren was prominent in the affairs of the Kelmscott Congregational Church, established in  and was 
credited as being a lay preacher.  Edgar was also involved in church affairs and was a lay preacher during 
the 1940s in Pingelly and Como and later Albany.  The Uren family occupied the residence until Grace died 
in 1925, followed by Nicholas in 1927.  In 1932 the residence was purchased by Jolimont grocer William 
Edwards, who did not occupy the place, but enlarged it with the addition of a third bedroom, laundry and 
bathroom.

Retired labourer Sidney Herbert Stuart and his wife Ethel owned the place from 1958 to 1970, while farmer 
Joseph Bruce Macri owned the property from 1970 to 1977.  The Macri family had a presence in Armadale 
and Kelmscott, with a fruit and vegetable shop on Albany Highway, Kelmscott.

A mounted plaque by the City of Armadale states:

HISTORIC SITE

Uren Residence

The house was built c.1907 for 
Nicholas Uren and family. 

Mr Uren established a 
poultry farm on the site 
and was also prominent 

in the affairs of the 
Congregational Church, 

where he was 
a lay preacher.

In March 2018 a Certificate of Design Compliance and Building Permit were issued for renovation works to 
an existing bathroom. No change in floor area and external works were recorded.

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities

Associations Nicholas Uren

Sources • HCWA Assessment Documentation - Below Threshold August 2002
• Mounted plaque on building
• City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.:  069
Place No.:  054
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Nicholas Uren Residence has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a modest and attractive example of a brick and steel cottage in the 
Federation Bungalow style of architecture dating from c.1907, and makes a significant contribution to 
the streetscape.

• The place has historic value due to its associated with Nicholas Uren who built and occupied the house 
with his wife from 1907-1927, and whos, as well as establishing a poultry farm on the site, was a lay 
preacher for the Congregational Church in Kelmscott.

• The place has social value as it is valued by the local community for its associations with the early 
development of Kelmscott. 

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Corrugated steel bullnose carport with turned timber 
posts to the west of the residence.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

Corrugated steel bullnose verandah with cast iron 
detailing to the south.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

Herringbone brick paving leading to the carport.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

City of Armadale plaque on letterbox to the south.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

Previous Place No.:  069
Place No.:  054

378



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  069
Place No.:  054
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Vera Buckingham’s House and Shop “Clover”
Street Address 2 Armstrong Road
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 352626
Land Information Lot 200 Vol/Folio 113000055

Plan/Diagram P301541
GPS -32.12283337, 116.0345453

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 18977
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use Commercial - Shop/Retail Store

Place No.:  055Vera Buckingham’s House and Shop
Previous Place No.:  070
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1900; 1943-44
Walls Face brick (house); textured concrete block (shop)
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Bungalow and Inter-War

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The building is located below the road level of Brookton Highway and consists of two connected single-storey 
buildings. A shop (c.1930s) is attached to the southeast portion of the residence (c.1900). 

The building is a single-storey house with an asymmetrical form, characterised by a projecting gable bay  
to which the shop has been attached and a corrugated steel hipped roof with matching bull nose return 
verandah across two elevations. One brick chimney is also present. The verandah is supported by square 
timber posts, some featuring decorative timber brackets. There is evidence of English bond face brick above 
the line of the verandah roof and a timber framed and panelled front door.

The shop is a single-storey extension with symmetrical facade and parapet roof, painted textured concrete 
blocks and a suspended awning. Corner concrete blocks are painted in a contrasting colour to give the 
appearance of quoining. A central timber French door is flanked by two large fixed timber framed windows to 
the front. A weatherboard finished extension is located to the south of the shop. 

A prominent mature pine tree is located to the north of the residence. There is also hedge planting to the front 
of the residence with a mature garden that includes trees and shrubs. 

Condition Good
Integrity Medium
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 29/05/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The residence, originally known as ‘Clover’, was constructed c1900 for William Buckingham and later occupied 
by his son Ron and daughter-in-law Vera. In the late 1940s when the migrant camp was built nearby, Ron 
and Vera Buckingham were approached by the Metropolitan Water Supply and asked to set up a general 
store to cater for the migrants.  At first they tried to operate out of the tearooms that they had been running 
(constructed c.1930), but the building was inadequate so Ron, with the help of his cousin Arnold Williams, 
converted the building into a shop (1950) using bricks that Ron had made.  The Buckingham children, Jean, 
Faye, Maurice and Roslyn, assisted with the running of the shop and helped their parents service the migrant 
camps and surrounding district.  The shop closed in 1958 when Faye married and stopped working full-time.  
(Source: Kelmscott Migrant History Group).

Previous Place No.:  070
Place No.:  055
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The 2008 Municipal Heritage Inventory notes that the walls of the shop were painted the same cream colour 
as the residence, and the corrugated iron roof was also painted matching red.

In July 2010 a 30.8m Norfolk pine on the property was recommended for removal in an Arboricultural Report 
as it had a compressed fork that was considered “structurally unsound”.

A Planning Application was submitted to revert the use of the shop from residential to a light industrial 
cottage restaurant in June 2011. However after one recorded meeting with the City and several written 
correspondences in the following three years it appears that no further action was taken. 

In May 2015 a tree on the verge was recommended for removal following a Tree Assessment as it was 
recorded to have white ant damage to its trunk. The owners also reported white ants within the property prior 
to the Assessment. Three months later a Certificate of Design Compliance and Building Permit were issued 
for proposed alterations or additions to the existing residence.

Historic Theme Occupations: Hospitality and tourism

Associations William Buckingham
Ron & Vera Buckingham

Sources • Kelmscott Migrant History Group
• City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Vera Buckingham's House and Shop has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a distinctive brick and steel residence with attached shop and, combined 
with its prominent pine trees, forms a distinctive landmark along Brookton Highway. The attached 
shop, although utilitarian in appearance, complements the scale and appearance of the residence and 
contributes to the aesthetic qualities of the place. 

• The place has historic value as it is associated with local business owners, Ron and Vera Buckingham, 
who, along with their children, operated a tearoom and then a shop from the premises that serviced 
the nearby migrant camps and surrounding district for over 20 years. The place is associated with the 
migrant camps that were established by the Metropolitan Water Supply in the Kelmscott district during 
the late 1940s.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

Previous Place No.:  070
Place No.:  055
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

South elevation of shop facade.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

Current condition of the suspended awning 
structure.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

South elevation of shop facade.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

Mature garden with trees and shrubs to the north 
of the residence.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

Weatherboard extension on the south.
Source: 29/05/2018

Previous Place No.:  070
Place No.:  055
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  070
Place No.:  055
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address Lot 92-93 Goolamrup Reserve
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 352623, 352617
Land Information Lot 92-93 Vol/Folio 3150477

Plan/Diagram P222700/R2110
GPS -32.122746, 116.031225

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database -
Previous AMHI -
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Urban Park
Original Use Park/Reserve
Current Use Park/Reserve
Other Use -

Goolamrup Reserve Place No.:  056
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date -
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The Reserve is located to the west of Roberts Road and is bounded by Buckingham Road to the north and 
residential development to the south. There are mature Eucalypts and compacted earth walkways through 
the Reserve. There is also a concrete path, steel barbed wire fence, and above ground power lines to the 
south. The reserve slopes from west to east and a drainage swale runs near the southern end. A drainage 
pipe and concrete path is located at a crossing at the Canning River to the east.

Condition Good
Integrity -
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 15/03/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Goolamrup is the Noongar name for the Kelmscott area, centred around Dyarlgarro Beeliar (Canning River).

For many years there was a ford or other crossing point on the Canning River adjacent to what became 
Goolamrup Reserve. A 1906 sketch map shows what is later Bernard Street crossing the river, but no bridge 
marked (unlike at Orlando Street, which distinctly shows a bridge).1 A more formally drawn map, undated but 
earlier than 1906, also shows an unbridged but recognised crossing point in this location.2  The ford was still 
used into the 1950s, with locals recalling a horse-drawn wagon taking furniture across in this period.3

Goolamrup was being used as a scout camp ground from 1940, with Easter camps gathering several 
scout troops from the wider district.4  Kelmscott Scout Troop approached the Armadale-Kelmscott 
Roads Board in 1952 for permission to erect toilets at Goolamrup scout camping site. The Scouts 
leased the land from the Board, and the latter was supportive in principle of toilets being erected.⁵ 
Girl Guides also used the camp from at least the early 1950s, although it was viewed as a scout facility 
loaned to the Guides. ⁶

A 1953 aerial photograph shows the reserve as covered in bush with numerous tracks through it. By 1965, 
there appears to be fewer trees, especially in the centre of the reserve, and a structure is evident (probably 
a small toilet facility). This structure was removed between 1983 and 1985.⁷  Some remnant bricks are 
believed to mark the site of the toilet.⁸

A 1964 street directory shows a designated reserve at the corner of Buckingham Road and Bernard Street, 
on the west side of Canning River. A later annotation on the map identifies Goolamrup Scout Camp at this 
location.⁹  A c.1980 map marks the reserve as ‘recreation and camping’.10

Previous Place No.:  -
Place No.:  056
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In the 2000s, the local community began efforts to restore the bushland at Goolamrup Reserve. The reserve 
was almost entirely burnt out in Roleystone-Kelmscott bushfire in 2011, except for a small area along the 
riverbank.11  In 2012, Goolamrup Reserve received a grant of over $11,000 towards conservation works, 
especially replanting and weed reduction following the fire.12  The City of Armadale contributed towards 
revegetation and upgrades of tracks, gates, fencing and signs in 2017.13  By 2018, the reserve had been 
substantially revegetated.14  A volunteer group, Friends of Goolamrup Reserve, meets fortnightly to water, 
weed and replant the reserve.15

1             Sketch of Kelmscott, 1906, Birtwistle LSC
2             Undated, untitled map, c.1900, Birtwistle LSC, K14 apl
3             Nominator’s information, 2018
4             South Western Advertiser, 14 April 1939, p.8, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/148932193 (the 1939 camp was NOT at Goolamrup); 
West Australian, 12 April 1940, p.12, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/46368451; South Western Advertiser, 20 April 1950, p.12, https://trove.nla.
gov.au/newspaper/article/149679692 
5             ‘Kelmscott Affairs Discussed by the Board’, South Western Advertiser, 20 March 1952, p.4, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/
148938162
6             ‘Kelmscott Guides Canvas Camp’, South Western Advertiser, 15 February 1951, p.16
7             Aerial photographs, 1953-2011, Landgate Mapviewer, https://maps.landgate.wa.gov.au/maps-landgate/registered/
8             Nominator’s information, 2018
9             Map provided by Birtwistle LSC
10           Department of Lands & Surveys, ‘Canning District’ (map), c.1980, Birtwistle LSC, K113-4
11           Aerial photograph, 23 March 2011, Landgate Mapviewer, https://maps.landgate.wa.gov.au/maps-landgate/registered/
12          ‘Armadale’s Natural Environment’, Valley Reporter, No.90, Jan-Feb 2012, p.14
13          ‘Parks and Reserves to get a facelift’, City of Armadale (website), media release, 28 September 2017, https://www.armadale.wa.gov.au/media-
releases/parks-and-reserves-get-face-lift
14          Aerial photographs, 2018, Landgate Mapviewer, https://maps.landgate.wa.gov.au/maps-landgate/registered/
15         Parks and Wildlife Service, ‘Find a Conservation Group’ (Friends of Goolamrup), https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/management/off-reserve-
conservation/urban-nature/find-a-conservation-group , accessed 9 April 2019

Historic Theme Transport and Communications: Road Transport
Social and Civic Activities: Sport, recreation and entertainment
Social and Civic Activities: Cultural activities

Associations • Kelmscott Scout Troop
• Friends of Goolamrup Reserve

Sources -

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Goolamrup Reserve has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has historic value for its former use as a scout camp ground from c.1940 to c.1980s and as 
a crossing point on the Canning River up to c.1950s.

• The place has social value to the local community as evidenced by efforts to restore the bushland in 
the 2000s and the formation of a volunteer group, Friends of Goolamrup Reserve.

Previous Place No.:  -
Place No.:  056
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Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate 

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Concrete path to the south.
Source: SCA 15/03/2019

Drainage swale sloping west to east.
Source: SCA 15/03/2019

Compacted earth walkways through the reserve.
Source: SCA 15/03/2019 

Pipework near the Canning River to the east.
Source: SCA 15/03/2019

Previous Place No.:  -
Place No.:  056
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Bernard Street footbridge [photograph]
Amateur Photograph, 1934.
Source: PH610 Birtwistle Library Picture Armadale 
Collection

Footbridge over Canning River, Kelmscott
Amateur Photograph, August 1927.
Source: PH547 Birtwistle Library Picture Armadale 
Collection

Mr Ranson, Kelmscott teacher on footbridge over 
Canning River [photograph], no date.
Source: FPH197 Birtwistle Library Picture 
Armadale Collection

Previous Place No.:  -
Place No.:  056
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Migrant Camp No. 1
Street Address Lot 244 Brookton Highway
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 352547
Land Information Lot 244 Vol/Folio LR0314700149

Plan/Reserve P188410/R2121   
GPS -32.12434274, 116.0359635

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 18973
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Historic Site/Landscape
Original Use Transport/Communications -  Water: Housing or Quarters
Current Use Park/Reserve
Other Use -

Migrant Park Place No.:  057
Previous Place No.:  056
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date Late 1940s- c1950s
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

A mixture of new and mature informal plantings are present in the park on a land form which slopes east to 
west. 

In the northwest corner a curved steel shelter with six interpretation boards containing stories from the 
migrant camps is located close to a curved stone seat with plaques containing information on the memorial 
and list of migrant families. The board contains acknowledgments to Lottery West, the Kelmscott Migrant 
History Group and the City of Armadale. The memorial sits on an exposed aggregate concrete floor. A 
number of exposed aggregate concrete pads are scattered along the north-south axis of park.

An informal channel connected to a formal storm water pipe runs along the north boundary toward the west.

There is little remaining physical evidence of the displaced persons camps, apart from a number of mature 
Flame trees (planted around the huts to provide shade) and the remains of the concrete foundations from a 
Nissen Hut.

Condition Poor
Integrity Low 
Authenticity Low 
Date of Survey 29/05/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Hundreds of thousands of people from Europe came to Australia after World War II as part of the UN Refugee 
Resettlement Scheme which began the Australian government’s massive migration program.  Many of these 
new Australians came to Kelmscott to work for the Water Supply Department.  Workers were needed to 
upgrade the pipe link between the Canning Dam and reservoirs in Perth.  These migrants were contracted 
to the government to work for two years.  

Whilst the men worked for the Water Supply, many of the women found work cleaning houses and picking 
fruit in local orchards while the children attended the nearby Kelmscott School. Many of the men finished 
their working lives still employed by the Water Authority, and in some cases, their sons still work for the same 
Authority. 

The workers were accommodated in Nissen Huts, a pre-fabricated structure distinguished by its curved roof 
form and metal cladding. Each hut had two bedrooms, a bathroom, kitchen/living area and an external toilet.  

Previous Place No.:  056
Place No.:  057
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Two sites for housing the workers were selected in the area.  Camp No. 1 was located on Reserve 2121 on 
River Road (now the corner of Brookton Highway and Bernard Street) and accommodated 42 Nissen Huts.  
Camp No. 2 was located on Reserve 30196 in Lefroy Road (now Roberts Road), and in the grounds of the 
Good Shepherd School, and accommodated approximately 30 huts as well as some workshops.

Life in the camps offered comfort and stability for the new migrants.  The camps received deliveries from the 
nearby store run by Ron and Vera Buckingham, as well as the local butcher, greengrocer and milkman. A 
wash house for laundering clothes was shared between families and vegetables and flowers were planted 
around the huts.  Flame trees were planted around the huts to provide shade and brighten the area.

As migrants became more settled in Western Australia, they aspired to leave the camps, and many families 
bought homes in the local area.  As the Nissen Huts were vacated they were filled with other migrant families.  
Later the camps were used to relieve the shortage of public housing caused by servicemen returning from 
the Second World War and other post-war pressures.  In the 1960s they housed families waiting for State 
Housing. One of the last huts on the No. 1 Camp was used by the Youth Hostels WA as an accommodation 
facility during the early 1960s.

A plaque erected beside the curved stone seat by the City of Armadale states:

MIGRANT PARK

One of two campsites in Kelmscott occupied 
between 1950-c.1962 by displaced persons 

from post WWII Europe. Families were housed 
in approximately 35 Nissen huts on this site.

The men were employed by the 
Metropolitan Water Supply and worked 

on major infrastructre projects. This 
land was vested in Council on 

18 May 1966.

A plaque mounted on the curved stone seat states that: 

In 2002 a group of local residents met to discuss the history 
of the reserve. In 2007 the work of that group eventually led to the 

installation of this memorial at this place now known as Migrant Park.

The members of the Kelmscott Migrant Camp History Group were:-
Commitee Members 

Ros Baker   Margaret Bettenay   Lesley Choules   Kath Coulthard   
Kim Fletcher   Bob Noakes   Cr Henry Zelones   

Coordinator Adrian Choules

In October 2013 the park’s inclusion to the State Register of Heritage Places was considered, however it did 
not meet the threshold entry. 

Previous Place No.:  056
Place No.:  057
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In August 2018 signage informing the public of Stage One Works for the Migrant Park Playground was 
erected. The sign states:

STAGE 1
• The proposed playspace will sit within the 
shade of the existing trees
• The space will be complemented by a 
shelter, picnic table, BBQ and post and rail 
fencing to the boundary of the park

STAGE 2
• Stage 2 Works is proposed to be a mix 
of formal and informal pathways with 
educational signage outlining the historical 
significance of the site.

• The playground and picnic area anticipated to commence August 2018 and be completed by 
Christmas.

• Stage 2 works are currently in design development and the extent is to be confirmed.

Historic Theme Outside Influences: World Wars and other wars

Associations Metropolitan Water Supply

Sources • Kelmscott Migrant Camps History Group
• Plaque from memorial
• City of Armadale property database 
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.:  056
Place No.:  057
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Migrant Park, a park with remnant concrete pads and a memorial in the northwest corner, has cultural 
heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value due to its mature flame trees and parkland setting.
• The place has historic value as the site of the camp established by the Metropolitan Water Supply during 

the 1940s to house displaced people who were contracted by the Government to work on upgrading the 
Contour Channel between Canning Dam and Martin. It is also associated with the many displaced people 
who began new lives in the Armadale-Kelmscott area under the UN Refugee Resettlement Scheme 
established after World War 2, and who went on to become valuable members of the local community.

• The place has scientific value as the remaining concrete foundations of the former Nissen Huts in 
former Camp No. 1 have potential to reveal archaeological information about the original layout and 
characteristics of the site.

• The place has social value as the site of the first homes of many displaced people who came to live in 
the Kelmscott-Armadale area after World War 2, and whose descendants still remain in the area.

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Memorial and interpretation boards.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

Informal channel along North boundary.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

Previous Place No.:  056
Place No.:  057
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Formal stormwater leading to informal channel.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

A concrete footing on the North side of the park.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

Plaque erected by the City of Armadale beside the 
curved stone seat.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

Plaque mounted on the curved stone seat.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  056
Place No.:  057
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Islay
Street Address 24 Brookton Highway
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 1243485
Land Information Lot 90 Vol/Folio 213600111

Diagram D095604
GPS -32.12627128, 116.0225556

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04698
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Health - Hospital
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use -

Previous Place No.:  039
Place No.:  058Butcher Residence and Hospital (fmr) 
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1900
Walls Brick and timber weatherboard
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Bungalow 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The building faces Brookton Highway adjacent to the intersection of River Road on a large lot bounded by 
the Canning River to the east. There are mature salmon gum trees to the lot however there is no formalised 
planting. The site slopes from the front to the rear.

The place is an asymmetrical single-storey face brick and timber weatherboard building with a bullnose 
verandah and projecting gable bay. The corrugated steel hip and gable roof has a face brick chimney with 
simple detailing visible from the street. The projecting gable bay is clad in timber weatherboard. The south 
gable is half timbered with a louvred vent. A corrugated steel bullnose verandah with painted square timber 
posts and decorative brackets faces west and returns to the north. Face brick walls are in stretcher bond. 
Three evenly spaced timber double hung windows with brick sills are located to the front verandah. The 
timber clad gable features a central double hung window with double hung sidelights. A painted timber entry 
door has boarded up sidelights.

Condition Good
Integrity Medium
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 22/08/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Built around 1900 for a member of the pioneering Butcher family, the house was originally operated as a 
private hospital by Nurse Harper from 1912-1920 for maternity patients.  After this, the Bromfield family 
owned the house.

A Port Jackson Fig Tree is located south of the building and is listed on the Tree Preservation Order.

In October 2011 a Building Licence was issued for a proposed ‘Colorbond’ shed with a concrete floor. 

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities
Social & Civic Activities: Health

Associations • Nurse Harper
• Butcher family

Sources • City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.:  039
Place No.:  058
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Butcher Residence and Hospital (fmr) has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as an example of a residence in the Federation Bungalow style of 
architecture dated c.1900 with an asymmetrical form and a projecting gable bay. The place is clad with 
timber weatherboards that contrasts with the face brick walls of the main building.  

• The place has historic value as one of a number of residences dating from the early part of the twentieth 
century that characterise the old Kelmscott townsite positioned near the Canning River. It operated as 
a private hospital from 1912-1920 and was run by Nurse Harper. The place also is one of a number of 
former residences associated with the Butcher family, located in Kelmscott.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

West elevation facing Brookton Highway and Port 
Jackson Fig Tree located south of the building.
Source: SCA 22/08/2018

Corrugated steel hip and gable roof, and bullnose 
verandah.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

Projecting gable bay clad in timber weatherboard.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

Previous Place No.:  039
Place No.:  058
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  039
Place No.:  058
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Pennyroyal Creamery
Street Address 197 Brookton Highway
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 11681358
Land Information Lot 888 Vol/Folio 267200781

Plan P055550
GPS -32.12318917, 116.0360128

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 18968
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use -

Previous Place No.:  038
Buckingham Creamery (fmr) and Residence Place No.:  059
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1912
Walls Weatherboard (Residence) and Adobe (fmr Creamery)
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The building line is set forward of the adjacent properties and consists of two single-storey buildings, a 
residence and a former creamery. The former creamery is not visible from the street due to a garage structure. 
The front garden to the north of the residence is enclosed by a timber picket and post fence and contains 
plantings of various shrubs, hedges and a flame tree.

The residence has a symmetrical facade with a hip roof including louvred ridge gablets and two face brick 
chimneys and weatherboard cladding. A verandah on the north elevation is set at a different angle to the 
roof pitch with lattice on the verandah ends. The verandah is supported by simple square timber posts and 
enclosed by timber balustrades. The north facade has a central timber door with side and highlights flanked 
by timber double hung windows.

A lattice fence runs from the residence to an enclosed garage to the east of the building. The plantings to the 
front garden assist with the setting of the place.

Condition Good
Integrity Medium
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 29/05/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The former creamery was likely to have been constructed around the same time as the residence (1912), 
by Frederick Buckingham, who ran milk cows on the 66-acre property, known as the Pennyroyal Dairy.  The 
creamery building was constructed with adobe (mud brick). After Frederick’s death in 1926, the milking herd 
was substantially reduced in number, sufficient for the provision of small quantities of milk, cream and butter 
for domestic consumption.  By 1934, the creamery building was used mainly for storage. 

In 1995 members of Armadale Historical Society Inc worked on the mud brick creamery building with advice 
given by building specialist Peter Mold. The Buckingham Cottage also underwent conservation works at this 
time with advice from Peter Mold.1 

The 2008 Municipal Heritage Inventory includes a description of “the former creamery building” which is said 
to be “located immediately adjacent to the original single-storey weatherboard residence (c.1912), but is 
partly concealed by a tall timber fence and a recently-constructed timber and iron carport structure.”

1     Elaine de Ruiter & Jeffrey Green, 2019

Previous Place No.:  038
Place No.:  059
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Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities
Occupations: Pastoralism and Farming

Associations Frederick Buckingham

Sources 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Buckingham Creamery (fmr) and Residence has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as an example of a residence in the Federation Bungalow style of 
architecture with a distinct cottage form and displays characteristics typical of its age and style, including 
a symmetrical front elevation, a steeply-pitched hipped iron roof that incorporates a skillion verandah, 
and tall masonry chimneys.

• The former creamery has historic value as an early purpose-built creamery building, constructed in a 
vernacular style using adobe (mud brick). The place is associated with the Buckingham family, who 
were prominent pioneers in the Armadale district and whose efforts and resources contributed to the 
development of the district.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable 

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

North elevation showing enclosed garage and 
lattice fence.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

Northwest corner showing flame tree and lattice to 
verandah.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

Previous Place No.:  038
Place No.:  059
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Louvred gablets to the roof.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008 Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  038
Place No.:  059
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Buckingham Homestead ‘Poplar’ & Mill Site
Street Address 222 Brookton Highway
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 352607
Land Information Lot 33 Vol/Folio 113200809

Plan P254148
GPS -32.1207093, 116.0399488

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04213
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use -

Previous Place No.:  060
Place No.:  060‘Poplar’ Homestead and Mill Site Cairn
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c1916
Walls Random rubble stone walls with face brick quoining 
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Victorian Georgian 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

‘Poplar’ Homestead is a single-storey stone and corrugated steel cottage, which is set back from the road, 
on the side of a valley, with the Canning River behind it (to the north).  The building has a distinct cottage 
form with a rectilinear plan, a steeply-pitched hipped roof and a skillion verandah. The cottage has random 
rubble stone walls with face-brick quoining to the openings and the corners. The windows are typically 
timber framed sashes with arched brick headers and flat iron lintels to openings, while the main entry door, 
centrally located on the front elevation, is a timber framed and panelled door with glazed sidelights. The front 
verandah has square timber posts with chamfered edges and slate flooring. The cottage also has painted 
brick chimneys with a curved iron hood. 

The stone and brick walls have been extended to partly enclose the verandah, while the rear verandah 
has been partly enclosed with oiled weatherboards.  A number of newer structures are located adjacent to 
‘Poplar’, with a timber framed carport located to the southeast, and a substantial single-storey brick and 
corrugated steel residential building attached to the west. 

Adjacent to the stream to the northwest is a small stretcher bond face brick building with a terracotta tile 
hip roof. It is elevated off the ground by concrete piers and slab. Nearby the building is a concrete channel 
connected to a stream further north. Parallel to the stream are remains of a low stone retaining wall. Mature 
plantings are visible throughout the property.

The mill site cairn (dated 1929) is located to the southeast of ‘Poplar’, near the intersection of Brookton 
Highway and Mount Street. The cairn is set within a circular garden with concrete and stone edging with a pea 
gravel pathway to the perimeter. The cairn stands approximately 1 metre high, and is constructed in laterite 
stone with random rubble coursing.  A marble plaque is attached to the face of the cairn, commemorating 
Thomas Buckingham’s water-powered mill that was once located in the vicinity. 

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 16/11/2018

Previous Place No.:  060
Place No.:  060
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HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The ‘Poplar’ Homestead was built in 1916 by local builder Alfred Mann for Walter Buckingham.
The original 20 acre property was acquired by Walter’s parents, Thomas (Junior) and Hannah for £1 an acre. 
Thomas (Junior) Buckingham built a family residence on the property in 1868.

The 1868 Buckingham residence was also used for monthly church services before another site, closer to 
the main population at Kelmscott was established.  In 1886, a timber mill (no longer extant) was built on the 
river, with a water wheel for motive power.  

The 1868 residence was demolished in c1920 after Walter Buckingham had completed the construction of 
the Poplar Homestead.

The marble plaque to the Cairn was originally located on the mill shed. The marble plaque was apparently lost 
and when found in the bushland was given to Miss Betsy Buckingham for safe keeping. In 1929 the plaque was  
attached to the current cairn and an additional small marble plaque was added below the first one, to indicate 
the location of the mill. The Cairn is located on the other side of the river to the mill about 150-200m to the 
northwest of where the mill would have been (behind and below the present “Poplar” house).

Two Poplar trees, planted by Thomas (Junior) Buckingham were located to either side of the drive to the mill. 
The Poplar trees were said to have obscured the view of the c1916 Homestead.

Walter Buckingham sold the property in 1945 to a Mr Mignon.

In c1940s, flooding occurred to the property. A stone wall was constructed on the property by Allan Bucking-
ham in the mid to late 1940s as a method to mitigate erosion from flooding. Instances of flooding reduced 
with the construction of the Canning Dam.

Remnant stone walls were evident on the property in c2000. Stone walls were used across the river to divert 
water to the mill via the mill race. The mill race was lined by heavy timbers when the Buckingham’s ran the 
mill. The heavy timbers were later replaced with concrete when Mr Mignon owned the property. It is assumed 
that the mill race was later utilized for irrigation. 

Extensions occurred to the homestead post 1970.

In December 2013 Planning Approval for a Change of Use to keep two horses and construct an outbuilding 
(stables) was approved subject to conditions. Three months later a Building Permit and Certificate of Design 
Compliance was issued for construction of a shed.

The 2008 Municipal Heritage Inventory notes the remains of an orchard adjoining the cottage, located to the 
east. It featured very early fruit trees, including a pear tree believed to be over 150 years old.

Previous Place No.:  060
Place No.:  060
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Members of the Buckingham family were prominent in the early history of the Roleystone, Armadale and 
Kelmscott districts, especially in the development of the timber industry.  In 1871, Thomas Buckingham (Jnr) 
built a church in Kelmscott (later named St Mary-in-the-Valley), although it was not consecrated until 1874. 
The first school in the area was conducted in this building in 1882, and the dual use as school and church 
continued until 1888.

Thomas Buckingham Senior (1808-1879) married Mary Chanter (1814-1875) in 1835, and arrived at 
Fremantle on the ‘Sophia’ in 1850, along with other members of the Buckingham family and members of 
the Cockram family, who were related by marriage.  Initially, they leased Leeder’s Farm, before moving to 
Wanneroo in 1853, and, later, to Gingin.  Thomas Buckingham Senior purchased land at Roleystone in 1858.  
Their children were Maria (1836-1919), Thomas Junior (1839-1913), Mary (1841-1913), Alexander (1843-
1897), Betsy (1846-1915), Caroline (1849-1915), William (1853-1917), Ellen (1856-1878), John (1858-
1947), and Hugh James (1860-1940).

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities
Social & Civic Activities: Religion
People: Early settlers

Associations Thomas Buckingham

Sources • City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory
• Glenys Innes 2019

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Poplar Homestead and Mill Site Cairn has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The residence has aesthetic value as an example of a stone and iron homestead constructed using local 
materials in the Victorian Georgian style of architecture, with a symmetrical form and set in an attractive 
rural setting.

• The place has historic value due to its association with the prominent Buckingham family, particularly 
Walter Buckingham and Thomas Buckingham (Junior) who were associated with the construction of the 
house and former residence and water-powered mill located on the property.    

• The place has social value as the place was also used for monthly church services by locals until another 
site was established in Kelmscott.

• The cairn also has social value as a memorial to the resources of Thomas Buckingham, who established 
the water-powered timber mill.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

Previous Place No.:  060
Place No.:  060
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Front verandah with timber posts and slate flooring.
Source: SCA 16/11/2018

Central timber entry door facing south with fanlight  
and sidelights.
Source: SCA 16/11/2018

Timber framed sash windows with arched brick 
headers and flat iron lintels to the south elevation.
Source: SCA 16/11/2018

Timber framed double-hung windows to the same 
elevation.
Source: SCA 16/11/2018

Timber weatherboard addition to the north.
Source: SCA 16/11/2018

Breezeway separating the cottage from the single-
storey brick residential building.
Source: SCA 16/11/2018

Previous Place No.:  060
Place No.:  060
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Painted brick chimney with curved iron hood on the 
existing cottage.
Source: SCA 16/11/2018

Single-storey brick and corrugated steel residential 
building to the west of the existing cottage.
Source: SCA 16/11/2018

Small stretcher bond face brick building with a 
terracotta tile hip roof to the northwest of the cottage.
Source: SCA 16/11/2018 

Concrete channel north of the brick building.
Source: SCA 16/11/2018

Remains of a low stone retaining wall north of the 
property.
Source: SCA 16/11/2018

Remains of a low stone retaining wall north of the 
property.
Source: SCA 16/11/2018

Previous Place No.:  060
Place No.:  060
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The mill site cairn is situated in a circular garden 
with concrete and stone edging with a pea gravel 
pathway to the perimeter.
Source: SCA 16/11/2018

Stone cairn with two marble plaques located on 
the corner of Brookton Highway and Mount Street.
Source: SCA 16/11/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Mill at Poplar c1910.
Source: 2016 Heritage Assessment Poplar Mill 
(fmr), Kelmscott- Courtesy City of Armadale Local 
History Collection, image FPH036

Walter Buckingham working a sawbench at the
watermill, 1928.Source: West Australian, 28 June 
1928, p.18 https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/arti-
cle/32119909

Thomas Buckingham's Junior House
Source: Glenys Innes (Grand daughter of Walter 
Buckingham)

Poplar homestead c1906. Standing left to right: 
Ethel Sebo, Emily, Betsy, Maud and Walter seated 
Hannah, Thomas, William and Hannah junior
Source: Glenys Innes (Grand daughter of Walter 
Buckingham)

Previous Place No.:  060
Place No.:  060
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Making fruit cases in mill shed
Source: 2016 Heritage Assessment Poplar Mill 
(fmr), Kelmscott- Courtesy City of Armadale Local 
History Collection, image FPH036

Poplar Homestead and cart shed, c1925
Source: 2016 Heritage Assessment Poplar 
Mill (fmr), Kelmscott- Courtesy William Edward 
Fretwell Collection , image FPH036

13 March 1916 contract between Walter Buckingham 
and Alfred Mann to construct Poplar Homestead
Source: Glenys Innes (Grand daughter of Walter 
Buckingham)

Poplar Homestead 1974, back verandah of Poplar 
Homestead enclosed
Source: Glenys Innes (Grand daughter of Walter 
Buckingham)

Previous Place No.:  060
Place No.:  060
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Sketch of c1916 Poplar Homestead
Source: Glenys Innes (Grand daughter of Walter 
Buckingham)

Poplar Homestead c1970
Source: Glenys Innes (Grand daughter of Walter 
Buckingham)

Previous Place No.:  060
Place No.:  060
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 181 Buckingham Road
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 352733
Land Information Lot 181 Vol/Folio 0007000181A

Plan P116072
GPS -32.12059225, 116.0429082

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04695
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use -

Previous Place No.:  044
Place No.:  061Stonehaven
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c1910
Walls Stone
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The dwelling is located in a rural setting on rising land that overlooks the Canning River.  The house has a 
rectilinear plan surrounded by timber framed verandahs on all four sides and has a steeply-pitched broken-
back hipped roof with vented Dutch gables at its apex and masonry chimneys. The roof sheeting is corrugated 
steel. The walls and plinth to the cottage are constructed with uncoursed random rubble stone, with face 
brick quoining to the openings and a brick paved verandah floor.  Timber framed windows and French doors 
open on to the wide verandah, which has square timber posts and timber balustrades.

The residence is set back from the roadway, with a gravel driveway winding its way up to the cottage from 
the entry gateway.  Two stone and brick piers support a low steel gate at the driveway entrance. 

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 16/12/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Lot 181 was marked out by Government Surveyor General on the 14th of April 1905. 

On the 1st of October 1907 William Earnest Barker awarded the "Lease of Working Man's Block."
The Working Man's Lease 772/88 was transferred to Wallace Edward Logan in May 1911. Wallace Edward 
Logan is believed to have built the  house.  
Wallace Edward Logan was granted the initial Freehold Title to Town of Kelmscott on the 15th of July 1922.

On the 9th of January 1924 the property was transferred to Margaret Lincoln Piesse. Mr C.L. Piesse established 
an orchard and was a member of the Armadale - Kelmscott Road Board.

The land was purchased by Ernest Ray George on the 17th of September 1947. Mr George established a 
poultry farm at the property. 

In 1964 the City of Armadale/Kelmscott commissioned the painting of "The Valley" by Cyril Lander as part of 
the Local Government Arts Gift to WA Parliament House (Stonehaven is a minor centre piece). 

A dam was constructed at the property in c1965.

Previous Place No.:  044
Place No.:  061
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In 1985 the address of the property was changed to 228 Brookton Highway.

An extension in constructed to the rear of the residence in c1990s.

The house is named "Stonehaven" in 1998 due to the local stone construction. The property address is 
changed back to Buckingham Road. 

Major garden landscaping and tree planting occurs to the property between 1998 and 2018. 

A major bush fire occurred to the property in 2011 which destroyed paddocks and gardens. The house was 
reportedly saved by owner.
In 2012 an eastern patio is established along with new retaining walls and repaving.

In 2015 the western verandah stone wall was restored.

A mounted plaque to the front elevation by the City of Armadale states: 

HISTORIC SITE

Residence Lot 181
Buckingham Road, Kelmscott

The residence was built c1911-1918 on land first
awarded in 1907 to W E Barker as a Lease of

Workingman’s Block.
W E Logan obtained the freehold title in 1922

The property was operated as a poultry
farm by E R George

between 1947
and 1984.

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities

Associations -

Sources • City of Armadale 2019
• City of Armadale property database
• Fidock & Co Real Estate website
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.:  044
Place No.:  061
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Residence, Lot 181 Buckingham Road, a single storey random rubble stone and brick residence with 
verandahs on all four sides, has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a good example of a residence in the Federation Bungalow style 
of architecture. It is picturesque and well-resolved, featuring a symmetrical form, with timber framed 
verandahs to all four sides and a dominant roof form. The place is a well-known and established landmark 
on Brookton Highway located on a prominent corner overlooking the Canning River and Buckingham 
Bridge.

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

South verandah wraps around to the east and 
west.
Source: Fidock & Co Real Estate 16/12/2018

Vented dutch gable and face brick chimneys on a 
broken-back hipped roof.
Source: Fidock & Co Real Estate 16/12/2018    

East elevation with pathway set below.
Source: Fidock & Co Real Estate 16/12/2018

Aerial view of the property facing east.
Source: Fidock & Co Real Estate 16/12/2018

Previous Place No.:  044
Place No.:  061
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Uncoursed random rubble to the front elevation 
and brick quoining.
Source: Fidock & Co Real Estate 16/12/2018

Mounted plaque by the City of Armadale to the 
front verandah.
Source: Fidock & Co Real Estate 16/12/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008 Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  044
Place No.:  061
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Lloyd Hughes Reserve, Miners Gully
Street Address Lot 263 Canning Mills Road
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 1316782
Land Information Lot 263 Vol/Folio LR0311600950

Plan/Reserve P194807/R6468
GPS -32.11793674, 116.0274055

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04711
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Urban Park
Original Use Mining - Other
Current Use Park/Reserve
Other Use -

Previous Place No.:  058
Old Gold Mines Place No.:  062
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1846
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place comprises a gully set in a bushland reserve that is bounded by Marmion Street, Martin Street and 
Canning Mills Road in Kelmscott.  The sides of the valley are covered with low scrub and bush, with rocky 
outcrops.

Condition Fair
Integrity Low
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 21/01/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

As a Government Reserve this area was mined for gold in 1846, with a company formed for this purpose.  
As little gold was found, the company ceased exploration by 1848.  The location had also been mined for 
slate, as it had been noted as early as 1831 by the Government Resident at Kelmscott (Captain Ellis), that 
this resource was of abundance, and high quality, in the area.

The Reserve was later named in honour of Lloyd Hughes, an accountant and secretary of the Brickworks, 
who was the most prominent sportsman in the district.  Hughes played ‘A’ grade cricket for East Perth for 
eleven years, before becoming captain of the Kelmscott team.  Each year that he captained the team, it won 
the premiership, with Hughes himself winning the batting average eight years in succession.  

Hughes also played League football for Claremont-Cottesloe, and won the Harry Boan Medal for the ‘Fairest 
and Best’ footballer in 1925.  He was also an outstanding tennis player who, along with his brother (Kent 
Hughes) became, at one time, the champion men’s double players for the South Suburban District.

In addition to his playing successes, Lloyd Hughes also helped many local sporting clubs, as well as the 
Kelmscott Show, with secretarial duties.

In the 2019 review of the Municipal Heritage Inventory the community were invited to provide comment. As 
a result, CHAG member Kim Fletcher provided the following information:

The location of the mining company (West Australian Mining Company) may have instead been 5km south 
of the current site, around Bedfordale Hill Road. This information was supported in a separate comment 
by community member Elaine de Ruiter, who commented that in the early days the name ‘Kelmscott’ 
also included areas of Roleystone and Bedfordale. A piece of shale found on site by a former Curator of 
Palaeontology at the West Australian Museum also appeared to contain the impression of fossil remains of 
a very early form of Stromatolite.

Previous Place No.:  058
Place No.:  062
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Historic Theme Occupations: Mining
People: Local Heroes

Associations • Lloyd Hughes
• Captain Ellis

Sources • Letter by Kim Fletcher on 19/09/2018
• Letter by Elaine de Ruiter on 14/09/2018
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Old Gold Mines has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has historic value as one of the earliest mining sites in the area, and is associated with Captain 
Ellis, who discovered the mining deposits at the site. The place has been named after Mr. Lloyd Hughes 
an accomplished sportsman and active community member in the Kelmscott district.

Management Category 4
Level of Significance Little

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

The south boundary of Lloyd Hughes Reserve 
toward Canning Mills Road.
Source: SCA 21/01/2018

Shale deposits at the Lloyd Hughes Reserve.
Source: Elaine de Ruiter 14/09/2018

Previous Place No.:  058
Place No.:  062
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  058
Place No.:  062
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 7 Church Street
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 11910332
Land Information Lot 100 Vol/Folio 94600199

Diagram D006503
GPS -32.12002672, 116.0182999

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 18972
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Transport/Communications - Water: Office/Administration Building
Current Use Transport/Communications - Water: Office/Administration Building
Other Use -

Metropolitan Water Supply ‘The Yard’
Previous Place No.:  055

Place No.:  063

422422
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1920s
Walls Stone
Roof Terracotta tile
Architectural Style Inter-War 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The yard consists of a number of buildings, sheds and equipment areas set behind a fenced area on the 
east side of Albany Highway. Among the structures is an early building with a simple rectangular form that 
is constructed in painted rough-faced stone with a hipped terracotta tiled roof.  The walls feature rendered 
lintels and sills to the door and window openings.  The roof has terracotta ridge decoration and exposed 
timber eaves.
 
A number of raised garden beds containing established roses are located in the vicinity of the building, while 
the majority of the mature trees are bottlebrushes.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 13/11/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The place is the depot for the workers and engineers of the Metropolitan Water Board and was established in 
the 1920s.  The Kelmscott depot co-ordinated the supply of the area’s water and is linked to the reservoirs in 
the Darling Ranges. The place is also associated with the building and maintenance of the Canning contour 
channels.

Historic Theme Outside Influences: Infrastructure

Associations Metropolitan Water Supply

Sources 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Metropolitan Water Supply 'The Yard' has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The early features of ‘The Yard’ has aesthetic value. The stone and tile building, bottlebrushes and rose 
gardens are attractive elements of an otherwise purely functional works depot.

• The place has historic value as it is associated with the development and expansion of the Metropolitan 
Water supply in the Darling Range region during the 1920s.

Previous Place No.:  055
Place No.:  063
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Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Hipped terracotta tiled roof with ridge decoration.
Source: SCA 13/11/2018

The yard consists of a number of buildings, sheds 
and equipment areas.
Source: SCA 13/11/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  055
Place No.:  063
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 18 Church Street
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 12192081
Land Information Lot 1 Vol/Folio 288100035

Plan/Diagram S068956
GPS -32.11902062, 116.0193092

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 18976
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use -

Ullyott Residence
Previous Place No.:  068

Place No.:  064

425
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1920s
Walls Weatherboard
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is of a single-storey timber framed residence clad with weatherboards and has a hipped corrugated 
steel roof and two face brick chimneys.  The building has an asymmetrical form with a projecting gable bay 
and a front verandah incorporated under the main roof.  As well as the timber framed entry door on the front 
elevation, another door with a fixed awning is located on the east elevation.

The house is set in a cottage garden comprising ornamental trees, shrubs and flowers, with a concrete 
driveway along the eastern boundary.  There is also a grass verge with some plantings and steel framed 
mesh fence located to the boundary.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 22/08/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The place was built in the 1920s and occupied by Miss Ullyott and her brother Bill.  He was a World War I 
veteran (and is included on the Memorial Obelisk at Rushton Park) while she was known to make and sell 
home-made pies.  The local school children and workers would put in their lunch orders before work and 
school and collected them at lunchtime.

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities
People: Women

Associations William Ullyott

Sources • 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.:  068
Place No.:  064
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Ullyott Residence has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a modest weatherboard and steel cottage, typical of its age and 
function. It also exhibits traces of the original enterprises of its first occupants.

• The place has social value as it is valued by the community as the former home of William Ullyott and his 
sister, who sold home-made pies from the house to local school-children and workers.

Management Category 4
Level of Significance Little

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Projecting gable bay and grassed verge with 
plantings facing Church Street.
Source: SCA 22/08/2018

Face brick chimney to the west elevation and 
weatherboard cladding to exterior walls.
Source: SCA 22/08/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  068
Place No.:  064
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Jem Antiques
Street Address 20 Church Street
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 349050
Land Information Lot 4 Vol / Folio 205900471

Diagram D002506
GPS -32.1190112, 116.0195216

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04707
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Social / Recreational – Other Community Hall
Current Use Social / Recreational – Other Community Hall
Other Use -

Previous Place No.:  049
Kelmscott Scout Hall (fmr) Place No.:  065

428428
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1920
Walls Compressed fibre cement, timber weatherboard
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Inter-War 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The building is located on a residential street lined with mature trees.

The building is single-storey, rectangular in plan, with a gable roof and verandah wrapping around the south 
and east elevation, and lean-to to the north. The southern gable apex is infilled with louvres with timber 
barge boards and finial to the roof line. The remaining gable consists of compressed cement fibre sheeting 
with painted signange identifying the place as ‘Jem Antiques’. A return lean-to verandah with simple square 
timber posts on brick paving extends from the south and returns to the east. The external walls to the east, 
west and south are clad in compressed cement fibre sheeting and timber weatherboard below, as is the lean-
to to the north. The building has timber frame casement windows to the east and west, and a timber frame 
double width entry to the south.

A driveway to the south runs along the east boundary lined with concrete pavers and bitumen. A white 
painted timber picket fence runs along the south boundary.

Condition Good
Integrity Medium
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 10/04/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

In 1917, A. Fancote and F. Donaldson donated the land on which the hall is sited.  The hall was erected in 
1920, by local men, Tom Marshall, Ted Thorne and Harvey Smith, at a cost of £600.

Historic Theme Social & Civic Activities: Community groups & mutual aid

Associations Messers Marshall, Thorne & Smith

Sources 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.:  049
Place No.:  065
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Kelmscott Scout Hall (fmr) has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a modest but distinctive hall building, which by virtue of its form, scale 
and original function, gains prominence in the mostly residential streetscape of Church Street.

• The place has historic value as the site of the Scout Hall was given to the scout group by A. Fancote and 
F .Donaldson and the hall was constructed in 1920 by three local men, Tom Marshall, Ted Thorne and 
Harvey Smith.

• The place has social value as a long-standing venue for meetings of the 1st Kelmscott Scout Group, and 
although the group no longer occupy the site, a plaque installed at the place acknowledges its value to 
the community. 

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

A return verandah with timber posts to the south 
and east
Source: SCA 10/04/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  049
Place No.:  065
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 111 Clifton Street
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 348902
Land Information Lot 26 Vol/Folio 144700996

Plan P222705
GPS -32.11654114, 116.0211344

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04708
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Other Structure
Original Use Monument/Cemetery - Monument Cemetery
Current Use Monument/Cemetery - Monument Cemetery
Other Use -

Martin’s Cairn
Previous Place No.:  052

Place No.:  066

431431
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1930, 1962-63
Walls Local stone, marble
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

This stone cairn is located on the western side of Clifton Street near the edge of the footpath and adjacent 
to a walk trail associated with Martin’s Crossing & Rosebushes (Place No. 077). It has four sides that taper 
inwards with rendered capping to the top and is constructed using local laterite stone with random rubble 
coursing. It is approximately 1.6m in height and features a marble plaque commemorating the erection of the 
first house built in Kelmscott by a soldier’s guard that had been in the 63rd regiment. The ground surrounding 
the cairn has been paved with brick extending to the edge of the footpath.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 06/11/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Henry and Elizabeth Martin arrived with their family of eight at the Swan River Colony on the ‘Simon Taylor’ 
in August 1842. After first working around Perth, Henry leased Rolleston to use as a cattle run from the 
Churchman sisters from c1851 before settling in Kelmscott in 1857. Martin later purchased Lot 26 (also Lots 
27 and 18) in 1859.  There the Martins farmed and raised stock.  Later, they were involved in horse breeding 
and timber carting in the Armadale district.1

In 1930, a cairn of local stone was erected by residents of the Kelmscott district and members of the Royal
W.A. Historical Society, to commemorate the centenary of the 63rd Regiment, who, from 1830, had been 
stationed at the Barracks- the first house in Kelmscott- at this site. The cairn also noted Henry Martin, who 
resided in this building until the time of its demolition. 

The first cairn was originally located on the Martin's farm. The property was later sold to the Lucich family.2

In 1962-63, the Cairn was rebuilt on the roadside, outside the boundary of the property, with the Blessing 
Ceremony conducted by Reverend G.V. Johnson.

1     Elaine de Ruiter, 2019.

2     ibid

Previous Place No.:  052
Place No.:  066
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The mounted marble plaque on the cairn states:

CENTENARY

SIX CHAINS W.N.W. FROM THIS TABLET THERE WAS
ERECTED THE FIRST HOUSE IN KELMSCOTT.
BUILT IN 1830 BY A SOLDIER’S GUARD FROM THE 

63RD REGIMENT.

THE HOUSE WAS OCCUPIED UNTIL ITS DEMOLITION 
BY THE LATE HENRY MARTIN, ONE OF THE 
PIONEERS OF THE DISTRICT, WHO ARRIVED HERE IN

1842 AND DIED 1920

Historic Theme People: Early settlers

Associations Henry Martin

Sources • Mounted plaque on cairn
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Martin's Cairn, a stone cairn approximately 1.6m in height, has cultural heritage significance for the following 
reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a modest memorial located in a highly visible position along Clifton 
Street.

• The place has historic value as a record of the military presence of the 63rd Regiment in the 1830s and 
pays homage to Henry Martin, who resided in the former Barracks Building until 1920.

• The place has social value as it was erected by the residents of the Kelmscott district and members of 
the Royal Historical Society in the 1930s. When the cairn was rebuilt in 1962-63 in its current location, a 
Blessing Ceremony was conducted by Reverend G.V. Johnson.

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

Previous Place No.:  052
Place No.:  066
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Brick paving surrounding the cairn extending to the 
edge of the footpath.
Source: SCA 06/11/2018

Mounted marble plaque on the cairn.
Source: SCA 06/11/2018

Rendered capping to the top.
Source: SCA 06/11/2018

Previous Place No.:  052
Place No.:  066
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008 c1930s- Members of the Henry Martin family 
gathered around the first cairn when it was 
located on their family farm in Clifton St Kelmscott. 
Featured are Fred Martin,Jack Hicks, Alf and Hilda 
Martin.
Source: Elaine De Ruiter

Inscription to Cairn
Source: Elaine De Ruiter

Previous Place No.:  052
Place No.:  066
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Hughes’ House
Street Address 158 Clifton Street
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 348964
Land Information Lot 9 Vol/Folio 104600611

Plan P003468
GPS -32.11977778, 116.0242536

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 18970
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use -

Lloyd Hughes’ Residence
Previous Place No.:  051

Place No.:  067

436436
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1930s
Walls Brick
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Inter-War Old English

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is a single-storey brick and steel residence, located on the eastern corner of the intersection 
of Clifton Street and Canning Mills Road in Kelmscott.  The walls are constructed with ‘Byford’ bricks and 
feature distinctive panels of herringbone pattern bricks beneath many of the windows.  The building has a 
sprawling rectilinear form with two street frontages, although the primary street elevation faces west towards 
Clifton Street and features a deep colonnaded verandah incorporated under the main hipped roof. The roof 
has exposed timber rafters and timber awnings above timber framed sash and casement windows.  

The residence is set on a large sloping block that has a well maintained terraced garden, perimeter planting 
and a number of mature trees including various Flame trees and Ficus. A brick-paved driveway leads to a 
flat-roofed timber carport east of the building. The garden is characterised by the extensive use of stone in 
the garden walls and winding pathways, also laid with stone.  The street boundary fences are also stone, and 
feature a corner entry with brick piers supporting a wrought iron gate.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 06/11/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Lloyd Hughes, an accountant and secretary of the State Brickworks Byford, was the most prominent sports-
man in the district.  Hughes played ‘A’ grade cricket for East Perth for eleven years, before becoming captain 
of the Kelmscott team.  Each year that he captained the team, it won the premiership, with Hughes himself 
winning the batting average eight years in succession.  

Hughes also played League football for Claremont-Cottesloe, and won the Harry Boan Medal for the ‘Fairest 
and Best’ footballer in 1925.  He was also an outstanding tennis player who, along with his brother (Kent 
Hughes) became, at one time, the champion men’s double players for the South Suburban District.

In addition to his playing successes, Lloyd Hughes also helped many local sporting clubs, as well as the 
Kelmscott Show, with secretarial duties.

Lloyd Hughes was also the secretary of the Hospital Board where he had considerable influence (the A-K 
Memorial Hospital site was obtained through his efforts.) He was also the secretary of the Byford Agricultural 
Society formed in 1926.1

1       Kim Fletcher, 2019.

Previous Place No.:  051
Place No.:  067
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Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities
People: Local heroes

Associations Lloyd Hughes

Sources 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Lloyd Hughes' Residence has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as an attractive and substantial brick and steel residence that is 
distinguished by its patterned brickwork walls and sprawling form, which incorporates a colonnaded 
verandah to the front elevation. The place is also a prominent and well-known landmark with a high 
degree of visibility from Orlando Street and Clifton Street, and makes a significant contribution to both 
streetscapes.

• The place has historic value as the former residence of Lloyd Hughes, an accomplished sportsman and 
prominent community member.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Southwest view of the building with brick walls and 
timber sash windows visible.
Source: SCA 06/11/2018

Three steps up from street level a pair of brick piers 
supporting a wrought iron gate.
Source: SCA 06/11/2018 

Previous Place No.:  051
Place No.:  067
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Stone garden walls with perimeter planting within 
and mature trees in the background.
Source: SCA 06/11/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  051
Place No.:  067
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 38 Fancote Street
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 348905
Land Information Lot 49 Vol/Folio 147000562

Diagram D051954
GPS -32.11768376, 116.0198206

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04701
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use -

Previous Place No.:  043
Fancote Residence Place No.:  068
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c1908
Walls Weatherboard
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is a single-storey timber framed cottage clad with weatherboard and corrugated steel, set within a 
large garden featuring mature palms, conifers, flame trees and fruit trees with concealed views of the cottage 
from the street. The place addresses the east boundary, with only a double garage facing the street (south). 
A railway carriage is located toward the east boundary of the site. 

The building has an asymmetrical form, characterised by a projecting gable bay to the front façade and features 
a timber framed skillion verandah under the main corrugated steel roof.  The building has timber framed 
doors and windows and the primary windows are shaded by fixed timber framed awnings.  A compressed 
fibre cement clad lean-to addition is attached to the rear of the cottage, while part of the front verandah has 
been enclosed with a solid weatherboard balustrade. The place is bounded by a tall chainmesh fence to the 
north and an unsealed driveway to the east. Further east of this driveway is the Canning River, with Martin’s 
Crossing and Rosebushes (Place No. 077) located across the river.

The sub-floor structure of the house appears to have been altered as brick piers are visible from the north 
boundary. A steel-clad double garage and mature trees are located to the south boundary. 

Condition Fair
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 12/12/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Charles Fancote (Junior) was born in Kelmscott in 1875.
The 1903 - 1906 electoral roll lists him as a labourer in Kelmscott. 
During 1910 - 1916 Charles worked as a mill hand with Mary Irene (nee Watson) who he married on 26 Jan 
1908 in Leederville. The timber cottage was built in this year.1

In 1916 Charles was enlisted in the 16th Battalion, 21st Reinforcement / 4th Brigade, 4th Division for WWI.
Charles Fancote was wounded in action 28 September 1917 and returned to Australia in 1918.2

Following the war he was an Armadale- Kelmscott Roads Board employee.
Charles Fancote passed away in 1926.3

Charles and Mary's son, Edward (Ted) and his wife Jean continued to live at the property. Members of the 
Fancote family are recorded to have lived at the residence for around 100 years.4

Previous Place No.:  043
Place No.:  068
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The Fancote family have been very involved in the community life of the district. Early references are to 
Fancote's Road, the name was officially approved in 1961.

Charles Fancote's father, Charles Fancote Senior (1828-1899) arrived in Western Australia as a convict 
aboard the ‘Ramillies’ in 1854. Born in Smethwick, Staffordshire, he worked as an iron puddler in his 
hometown. After marrying in 1849, Charles worked as a foreman in an iron foundry in Dumferline, 
Scotland. In 1852, Fancote was involved in a fight with a fellow worker, which resulted in the death of the 
other. Convicted of murder, Fancote was sentenced to death by hanging. After a petition to the Queen 
by many prominent and ordinary citizens of Dumferline and Smethwick, Fancote had his sentence 
commuted to life imprisonment and transportation to the colonies for ‘the term of his natural life’. After he 
received a conditional pardon in 1862, Fancote made his way to Kelmscott where he found work with the 
Buckinghams, as a pit sawyer.

In 1871, he married Caroline Buckingham (1849-1915), daughter of Thomas and Mary Buckingham and 
moved to Kelmscott the following year. There, they purchased the portion of land, which extended along 
the Albany Highway from opposite the present railway station to Church Street, for the amount of £2.10 an 
acre. Charles Fancote operated a pit saw, between the present railway station and the Highway, which was 
used by wood cutters and carters (such as Thomas Buckingham Junior) during the flourishing years of the 
timber industry.

1 Charles Fancote: From Our Contribution.nd. Retrieved from Birtwistle Wiki: https://www.birtwistlewiki.com.au/wiki/Charles_Fancote
2                Ibid.
3                Ibid
4                Ibid

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities

Associations Fancote Family

Sources • Community Heritage Advisory Council
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fancote Residence has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as an example of a residence built in the Federation Bungalow style of 
architecture

• The place has historic value as the residence of the Fancote family for around 100 years.
• The place also is associated with the Fancote family, prominent community members of Kelmscott and 

Armadale. 
• The place is representative of an early weatherboard cottage constructed around 1900 and is one of 

a number of residences dating from the early part of the twentieth century that characterise the old 
Kelmscott townsite, positioned near the Canning River.

Previous Place No.:  043
Place No.:  068
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Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Railway carriage located to the east boundary of 
the site.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

Brick piers and weatherboards visible to the north 
elevation.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

Mature trees to the south boundary of the site.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

Steel-clad double garage to the south boundary.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  043
Place No.:  068

443443



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 30 Merrifield Avenue
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 11102784
Land Information Lot 200 Vol/Folio 258500817

Plan P035066
GPS -32.11668659, 116.0110244

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04709
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use -

Previous Place No.:  054
Merrifield House Place No.:  069
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1907
Walls Face brick and weatherboard
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

A modest example of a Queen Anne style residence, this brick and corrugated steel dwelling is set well back 
from the street boundary with a large expanse of lawn to the front and mature plantings concealing part of 
the front elevation. The building has an asymmetrical form that is characterised by a projecting gable bay to 
the front façade and a bull-nosed verandah with steel posts that returns to the east. It has a steeply-pitched 
gabled hip roof with timber louvres to the gable, which combined with a pair of face-brick chimneys, creates 
a dominant roof form. A timber clad lean-to is located to the rear elevation. The house has timber framed 
windows and a timber framed and panelled front door with stained glass sidelights and fanlight. Solar panels 
have been installed to the south roof.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 16/11/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

This house was built for the Pascoe family, operators of a bakery in Kelmscott, who resided here from the 
time of construction in 1907, until 1993, when the property was sold.  The house was named after the family 
of Mrs. Pascoe.

City of Armadale records indicate that there were preliminary planning queries made to develop the site of 
Merrifield House between 2015 - 2016. There is no further records of planning/ development applications 
being made after this date.

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities

Associations The Pascoe Family including Vern and Richard Pascoe 
Sources • City of Armadale property database

• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.:  054
Place No.:  069
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Merrifield House has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as an example of a residence built in the Federation Queen Anne style of 
architecture exhibiting a picturesque asymmetrical form, a bull-nosed verandah, and a dominant gabled 
hip roof.

• The place has historic value as it was built for the Pascoe family and was named Merrifield House for 
the family of Mrs. Pascoe.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Face brick and timber clad rear lean-to to the south 
elevation. 
Source: SCA 16/11/2018

Timber awning and detail to the north elevation.
Source: SCA 16/11/2018

Timber louvres to the gable end of the north 
elevation.
Source: SCA 16/11/2018

Rendered sills below timber framed windows to the 
north elevation with some detailing.
Source: SCA 16/11/2018

Previous Place No.:  054
Place No.:  069
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  054
Place No.:  069
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address Canning River (accessed from 2 Mount Street)
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 11717230
Land Information Lot 316 Vol/Folio LR0315100546

Plan/Diagram P047441
GPS -32.12251937, 116.0236075

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database -
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Other Structure
Original Use Farming/Pastoral - Weir
Current Use Social/Recreational - Landscape
Other Use -

Weir – (Dam)
Previous Place No.:  117

Place No.:  070
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1940s
Walls Concrete and random stone construction
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The surrounding landscape consists of mature poplar, fir and flame trees, with lily pads planted upstream 
of the weir. The weir is publicly accessible on the eastern side through an establishment offering short-term 
accommodation, function hire and food and beverage options.

The structure consists of a series of cylinders topped with a smooth concrete capping. The edges of the 
concrete capping form a curved smooth edge. The stone pitching results in a waterfall effect as water 
continues to flow downstream.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 29/05/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The weir which is located across the Canning River appears to originate with the use of the property for a 
citrus orchard during the 1940s.

The weir links the two sides of the river which were purchased by Margaret Lincoln Piesse in 1927.  Margaret 
was the wife of Claude Lorraine Piesse (1877-1966), an Englishman who had arrived in WA in the early 20th 
century who worked as a pastoralist in the north west of the state before serving in the British Army during 
World War One.  Piesse returned to Western Australia and is recorded as living in Kelmscott with Margaret 
in the early 1920s where he worked as an orchardist.  

The landholding included the lots 43 and 44 on either side of the river and although owned by Margaret 
is likely to have been leased to other occupants. Particularly after c.1934 when the couple relocated to 
Bassendean and established a successful cut flower business named ‘Moondoo’.  Claude Piesse was also 
recorded as a pastoralist during the 1930s so may have undertaken work in the north west whilst Margaret 
managed the flower business.

When the property was transferred in 1927, a mortgage of £300 was secured from Elizabeth Buckingham of 
Buckingham Siding near Collie.  The Buckingham family were well known farmers in the district and at one 
time held the adjacent lot to the west of the Canning River.  

Previous Place No.:  117
Place No.:  070
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In 1940, lots 43 and 44 were transferred to Albert Ernest Weston, a chartered accountant with interests in 
mining.  Albert and his wife Dulcie appeared to have maintained their Nedlands home for some years before 
Albert was recorded as living at the property in 1949 whilst still maintaining his profession as a chartered 
accountant.  An aerial photograph of the site in 1953 shows the presence of trees planted in rows on the 
landholding on the eastern side of Canning River.  The weir is clearly visible in this photograph in addition to 
two other built structures in the river at sites above and below the present weir.  It appears that the landholding 
on both sides was owned by Weston but only the land on the eastern side of Canning River was developed.
Information from a long term resident states that the citrus trees were planted before World War Two and the 
weir structures were built to assist with irrigating the trees.

In 1958, the property was transferred to Robert Scott Ledger, a company director who maintained his 
Nedlands home whilst owning the property until his death in 1971.  During this period of ownership the citrus 
trees remained in place as indicated by aerial photographs.  In 1973, the property was transferred to Stuart 
Investments Pty Ltd.

In 1977, the property was transferred to James Halbert Stuart MacDonald, barrister and orchardist.  Aerial 
photographs indicate that the citrus trees continued to be maintained until the mid 1980s and the weir was 
in evidence creating a pool upstream.  James MacDonald appears to have lived at the property which he 
named ‘Sereaglio Park’ and operated as a function centre.  

In 1979, the site was surveyed and the weir was noted as ‘trafficable concrete weir’.  The weirs which had 
previously been located above and below the extant weir are shown as remnant structures.  

The landholding was split in 1980 to create two properties on either side of the Canning River.  Since that 
time the property on the eastern side of the river and now known as ‘Avocadoes’ has been used as a function
centre.  The weir is believed to be a very popular backdrop for wedding photographs.

The 2008 Municipal Heritage Inventory states that the weir is believed to be constructed from stone fill and 
concrete, and that vehicles were able to cross. It also notes that the owners have observed that the flow 
of the river has never been halted by the weir since acquiring the property in 2011.  However it is apparent 
in aerial photographs over the decades that the weir has been above the water surface in some years and 
created a pool behind the wall.

Historic Theme Occupations: Horticulture

Associations • Claude Lorraine and Margaret Lincoln Piesse
• Albert Ernest and Dulcie Florence Wilson
• Robert Scott and Hope Ledger
• James McDonald

Previous Place No.:  117
Place No.:  070
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Sources • Heritage Assessment – Hocking Heritage Studio
• Certificates of Title 953/176, 1071/198, 1466/725, 1466/726, 1560/496
• Landgate Surveys; D023521, D048235. D058122.
• The West Australian 5 September 1950 p. 19. 
• The Daily News 11 August 1934, p. 20.
• Australian Electoral Rolls, 1925-1949
• Information from editor of the Roleystone Courier.
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Weir - Dam has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a structure that has integrated with the rural landscape.
• The place has historic value for its association with the period of time in which owners undertook major 

construction projects on watercourses without government controls.
• The place has potential scientific value for its method of construction which may reveal methods from 

the Inter-War period.

Management Category 4
Level of Significance Little

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Lily pads planted upstream of the weir.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

Stone pitching resulting in a waterfall effect.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

Previous Place No.:  117
Place No.:  070
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Close-up of cylinders topped with a smooth concrete 
capping.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  117
Place No.:  070
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Prieslynn
Street Address 44 Mutton Road
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 349357
Land Information Lot 72 Vol/Folio 0033200169A

Plan P009569
GPS -32.11015738, 116.0140148

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 18975
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use -

Pries Home
Previous Place No.:  061

Place No.:  071
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1920s
Walls Face brick
Roof Terracotta tile
Architectural Style Inter-War Georgian Revival

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place comprises a single-storey brick and tile residence, characterised by its square form and prominent 
broken-back hipped roof, which incorporates a wide verandah to three sides and features four tall masonry 
chimneys. There are solar panels located to the northern side of the roof. The verandah has tapered Doric  
columns and a concrete floor, with garden beds along its outer edges.  A mature Canary Island Date Palm 
is located in the front yard of the property, as well as a mature cypress and various other shrubs, which are 
mostly concealed from the road by a brick boundary fence. The place has two driveways, one to the north 
and the other to the eastern boundary.

A large corrugated steel shed is also located to southwest boundary of the site.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 12/12/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION
Constructed in the 1920s and associated with the Pries family. Edward Pries, K. Pries and their children 
moved to Pries House from Mount Lawley in 1933 and the family were very involved in the community. It was 
sometimes used for church picnics and fetes that were held in the beautifully treed gardens. They had six 
children, including Stanley V. Pries who was a long-serving Shire Councillor and City Armadale mayor from 
1986-88. Mrs Pries (senior) was a dedicated worker for volunteer groups such as the Red Cross.1

In March 2011 a Building Application and Building Licence was granted for construction of a proposed patio.

1      Kim Fletcher, 2019.

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities
Social and Civic Activities: Sport, recreation and entertainment

Associations Pries family

Sources • 27 January 1939 South Western Advertiser
• 2004-05 Interview Transcriptions, City of Armadale Local Studies 

Library
• City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.:  061
Place No.:  071
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Pries Home has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a residence built in the Inter-War Georgian Revival style of architecture  
featuring a distinctive square form and a prominent broken-back hipped roof that incorporates a wide 
verandah with classical proportioned columns.

• The place has historic value as is associated with the Pries family. It was also the childhood home of 
Stanley V. Pries, a long-serving councillor in the district.

• The place has social value as it is valued by the community as the former venue for church picnics and 
fetes.

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Brick boundary fence to the east.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

A large corrugated steel shed located to the south-
west boundary of the site.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  061
Place No.:  071
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Kelmscott State School
Street Address 18 Orlando Street
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 12279900
Land Information Lot 400 Vol/Folio LR0316800375

Plan/Reserve P411748/R1035
GPS -32.11962587, 116.020987

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04706
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Historic Site and Tree
Original Use Educational - Primary School
Current Use Educational - Primary School
Other Use -

Previous Place No.:  050
Kelmscott Primary School Site and Palm Tree Place No.:  072
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1898
Walls Stone block (fencing)
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The mature palm tree is located east of River Road within the school grounds of Kelmscott Primary School 
within an informal garden. Its scale and distinctive style distinguishes it from the surrounding landscape. The 
tree is bounded by low stone block fence, and a concrete path leads to the school buildings from the street. 

The tree is approximately 15 - 20 metres tall. Two plaques are located on the stone block fence and a third 
plaque is mounted on the wall of the current school administration building with an illustration of the original 
school building mounted above. 

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 17/07/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The tree (Washingtonia robusta) was planted the day the original school building (no longer extant) opened 
in 1898. A plaque on the low stone block fence boundary wall facing River Road states that:

Kelmscott Primary School’s history 
goes back to 1882. Miss Dewar was 
the first appointed teacher with an 

enrolment of 18 students. 
The school started in the neighbouring 

St Mary’s Church on River Road. 

The second plaque on facing upwards mounted on a low stone block fence states that:

The current school site was first used 
in 1886. Enrolments had then 

increased to 25 students. 
In 1895 the first male teacher, 

Mr James Henry Bray 
was appointed. 

Previous Place No.:  050
Place No.:  072
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The third plaque below an illustration of the original school building states:

The original school building 
for Kelmscott Primary School 

was completed on this 
current site facing 

Orlando Street in 1898.

Historic Theme Social & Civic Activities: Education

Associations -

Sources • Heritage Council of Western Australia
• Mounted plaques on low stone wall and school building
• 2008 City of Armadale Municpal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Kelmscott Primary School Site and Palm Tree have cultural heritage significance for the following 
reasons:

• The Washington Palm tree has aesthetic value as it is a well-known landmark with its distinct form and 
prominent corner location.

• The place has historic value as the site of the original school building dating back to 1886. The Washington 
Palm tree was planted the same day as the school was opened in 1898, and is all that remains of the 
original fabric.

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Limestone block wall east of River Road.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

Plaque on limestone block wall east of River Road.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

Previous Place No.:  050
Place No.:  072
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Plaque and illustration of original primary school 
building.
Source: SCA 08/08/2018

Close-up of plaque below the illustration of the 
original primary school.
Source: SCA 08/08/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  050
Place No.:  072
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Kelmscott Agricultural Showgrounds
Street Address 25 Orlando Street
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 340389
Land Information Lot 30 Vol/Folio LR0314700282

Plan/Reserve P255765/ R21897
GPS -32.12085469, 116.021804

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04704
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Urban Park
Original Use Social Recreational - Other
Current Use Park/Reserve
Other Use -

Previous Place No.:  047
Rushton Park Place No.:  073
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1837
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The precinct is located on the corner of River Road and Orlando Street, bounded by mature gum trees, 
predominantly to the north facing Orlando Street, chain mesh fencing to street boundaries, and Canning 
River to the east. The precinct is bounded to the south by Kelmscott Hall and three pavilions. 

The precinct is a picturesque, open parkland with pavilions, buildings, driveways, carparks and recreational 
facilities. A low timber post and wire mesh fence encloses a small garden area to the west perimeter while 
the south contains a series of cream colored ancillary face brick buildings, including the Kelmscott Hall. A 
bitumised carpark is located north of the hall and is accessible via River Road. Further southeast of the 
hall is the Kelmscott Agricultural Show Office and tennis courts, not included in the listing. A brick and steel 
undercover area further southeast is identified as the Mervyn Rose School Pavilion, while two steel shed 
structures east of the pavilion are titled the Marjorie Verwey Flower Pavilion and the H.W. Pearce Pigeon 
and Poultry Pavilion. To the east of the park there is a children’s playground and public picnic areas near the 
Canning River edge.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 17/07/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION
This land was surveyed originally in 1837, when the town of Kelmscott was gazetted. The Kelmscott hall was 
built in 1892 by John Adams.  The hall was used as a school in 1898 while waiting for the construction of the 
new school. A second storey projection or bio-box was constructed to the hall by Mr Perrie for the "Talkie" 
films. Magic Lantern slide projectors were used in local halls to entertain before the advent of movies and 
electricity. The Magic Lantern slide projectors were used in the Kelmscott area in the early 1900s. 

The grounds, now known as Rushton Park, were the first site of the Kelmscott Show, inaugurated on 3 
February 1897 by the Kelmscott Farmers’ and Fruit Growers’ Society, formed the previous year. At the first 
show poultry, fruit, vegetables, and home and craft items were exhibited. The Kelmscott Handicap race was 
also held.  Initial success led to the Show being held twice a year, with equestrian ring events added to the 
fourth show in October 1898.  In addition, log chopping first appeared in February 1899, and cattle and pigs 
were introduced in October 1902.

In 1905, Henry Buckingham planted trees on the grounds, which were used as the venue for local school 
sports.  Two tennis courts were used at the grounds during the 1920s and 1930s, and the Presbyterian 
Church Youth Groups held Easter camps there during the 1930s.

Previous Place No.:  047
Place No.:  073
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Economic depression in the early 1930s led to the discontinuing of the Agricultural Show in 1935, although 
this recommenced three years later.  In 1957, the Kelmscott Swimming Pool was constructed on part of the 
Rushton Park grounds. The Kelmscott Agricultural Hall was constructed in 1960 and replaced the former hall.

In December 2016 a 1200mm high powder coated black cyclone mesh fencing was installed in the park. A 
month later chainmesh fencing with galvanised posts, black PVC rails and knuckles, and chainmesh gates 
were also installed.

In February 2017 the City of Armadale sent a document detailing the Rushton Park Canning River 
Rehabilitation Project to the Department of Parks and Wildlife. The project has five stages. Stage one is 
completed, stage two was funded in 2016/17 and the other three stages have funding pending.

1                  Kelmscott Hall with the projection box  (Website) Retrieved from Birtwistle Library : https://armadale.spydus.com/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/ENQ/              

OPAC/BIBENQ?BRN=45010. accessed 10 December 2019.

Historic Theme Social and Civic Activities: Sport, recreation and entertainment

Associations Henry Buckingham

Sources • City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Rushton Park has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as an attractive urban park, in a prominent location near the Canning 
River, and features significant Sugar Gum trees planted around its perimeter.

• The place has historic value as the first showground and sports ground in Kelmscott and was the focus 
of social and sporting activities from as early as 1897. Trees were planted on the grounds by Henry 
Buckingham of Roleystone. The park was first surveyed in 1837.

• The place, including the Kelmscott Hall, pavilions, and Rushton Park Obelisk, has social value as a 
valued long-standing and popular site for social and recreational activities, and a public open space.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

Previous Place No.:  047
Place No.:  073
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Kelmscott Hall to the south of the parkland.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

Kelmscott Hall and carpark off River Road.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

The Mervyn Rose School Pavilion south east of 
the park.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

Steel shed east of the Mervyn Rose School 
Pavilion.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Kelmscott Hall and Oval
Source: PH538 Birtwistle Library

Kelmscott Hall, River Road 1948
Source: PH575 Birtwistle Library

Previous Place No.:  047
Place No.:  073
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The supper room of the Kelmscott Hall c1948
Source: PH537 Birtwistle Library

1960 Kelmscott Hall was built to replace the 1892 
hall.
Source: Birtwistle Library

Previous Place No.:  047
Place No.:  073
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 25 Orlando Street
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 340389
Land Information Lot 30 Vol/Folio LR0314700282

Plan/Reserve P255765/R21897
GPS -32.12085469, 116.021804

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 16613
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Other Built Type
Original Use Monument/Cemetery - Monument/Cemetery
Current Use Monument/Cemetery - Monument/Cemetery
Other Use -

Previous Place No.:  063
Rushton Park Obelisk Memorial Place No.:  074
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1921
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style Inter-War Stripped Classical

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The Memorial is located at the intersection of Orlando Street and River Road, adjacent to Rushton Park, and 
is set within a brick-paved square with black concrete pavers surrounding the base of a four-sided obelisk. 
The square has perimeter plantings of roses and annuals.

The obelisk is constructed in three distinct sections: a base, middle and top section. The base consists of 
three stepped rough faced granite blocks. The middle section is honed and polished smooth granite with 
inscriptions of names of men and women who served in various conflicts engraved on all four sides. The 
conflicts included World War 1, World War 2, the Korean War, Malayan Emergency, Indonesian Confrontation 
and Vietnam War. The top section consists of a tapered honed and polished granite element.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 22/08/2018, 17/07/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

In 1916, an obelisk was erected in Armadale at the intersection of Eleventh Avenue and Fourth Road as a 
honour roll for those serving in the First World War. The obelisk later became a memorial to the sacrifice 
of those who had taken part in the First World War. On 26 April 1920, the first Anzac Day Commemoration 
Service was held at the memorial in Armadale.

On 29 May 1921, a similar memorial was dedicated in Kelmscott.  This was built in honour of the residents 
of Kelmscott, Karragullen and Roleystone who fought in the First World War, and records the names of the 
service women and men who lost their lives in the conflict. 

The following statements were engraved to the west face of the obelisk:

1914 LEST WE FORGET 1919

A RECORD OF THOSE FROM KELMSCOTT,
ROLEYSTONE AND KARRAGULLEN, WHO

VOLUNTEERED AND SERVED IN THE GREAT
WAR FOR THE LIBERTY OF THE WORLD

Previous Place No.:  063
Place No.:  074
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This is followed by names of those who served in World War 1. Below the list of names is this statement:

THIS MEMORIAL WAS UNVEILED BY
HIS EXCELLENCY SIR FRANCIS NEWDEGATE K.C.M.C

GOVERNER OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA
ON THE 29TH MAY 1921

* INDICATES DIED ON ACTIVE SERVICE

On the base is the following inscription:

THIS STONE WAS LAID BY
MAJOR GENERAL SIR TALBOT HOBBS

K.C.B. K.C.M. C.V.D.
ON THE 21ST MAY 1921

Names of those killed in action in World War 2 and involved in the Korean War, Malayan Emergency, 
Indonesian Confrontation and Vietnam War have also been included to the east of the obelisk and contains 
the following statements:

KILLED IN ACTION 1939-45.

This is followed by names of those who were killed in World War 2. Two plaques are located below the 
names. The first states:

AUSTRALIA REMEMBERS
1945-1995

THIS PLAQUE
IS A MEMORIAL TO 

THE MEN & WOMEN OF AUSTRALIA
WHO PAID THE SUPREME SACRIFICE

DURING WORLD WAR II

LEST WE FORGET

Previous Place No.:  063

The second plaque states:

TO REMEMBER ALL WHO GAVE SERVICE IN THESE CONFLICTS

                    KOREAN WAR                         INDONESIAN CONFRONTATION
                       1950-1953                                      1963-1966

               MALAYAN EMERGENCY              VIETNAM WAR
                       1950-1960                                      1962-1973

Place No.:  074
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Historic Theme Outside influences: World Wars and other wars

Associations -

Sources 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Rushton Park Obelisk Memorial, a four-sided granite obelisk at the corner of Orlando Street and River 
Road, has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as it is a well-known local landmark with its distinctive form, perimeter 
plantings, and prominent location. 

• The place has historic value for its association with individuals from Kelmscott who served in World War 
1.

• The place is of social value as it is dedicated to the residents of the district who went to War, and 
continues to be valued by the community as the focus of memorial services.

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Annuals blooming at the base of rose bushes.
Source: SCA 22/08/2018

Names of those involved in World War 1 to west of 
obelisk.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

Previous Place No.:  063
Place No.:  074
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Names of those involved in World War 2 and post 
World War 2 conflicts to east of obelisk.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

Stepped rough faced granite base.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

Honed granite tapered top of the obelisk.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

Rose bushes surrounding the obelisk on all sides.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  063
Place No.:  074
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 25 Ottaway Street
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 12083742
Land Information Lot 800 Vol/Folio 287500266

Plan P076990
GPS -32.12207089, 116.0153185

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04703
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use -

Previous Place No.:  046
Jesse Hammond’s Residence Place No.:  075

470470
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1890, 1900s
Walls Rendered brick
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is a single-storey rendered brick and corrugated steel roof residence located on a corner site, with 
a row of mature flame trees along the street verge.  The building has an asymmetrical form with a roughly 
‘J’-shaped floor plan, with skillion and bull-nosed verandahs to the perimeter.  A gable bay projects from the 
east elevation with a timber awning above a window near the main entry, while two hipped bays project to 
the west.  The building also has face brick chimneys. The bull-nosed verandah extends across the east and 
south elevations, while the partly enclosed verandah on the north and west sides are incorporated under the 
main hipped roof.  The building has timber framed sash and casement windows, and French doors that open 
onto the front verandah.  The verandah is timber framed with a concrete floor, and features slender square 
posts and timber balustrades.

A steel fence is located to the north and east boundaries of the property. A timber picket fence faces 
Ottaway Street to the south. To the east of the building is an earth driveway. At the time of inspection no new 
development on the subdivided land to Ottaway Street and Streich Avenue was observed.

Condition Fair
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 06/11/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The garage was the original Hammond residence built around 1890, until the existing residence adjacent 
was built in the early 1900s.1  

Jesse Hammond made contributions to the State of W.A as a pioneer, explorer, farmer, contractor, builder, 
fruit grower, Councillor, historian, cattle drover and renowned author.  Jesse and his wife Annie had a large 
family of nine children.  Both the Post Office Directories and Electoral Rolls confirm that Jesse was living 
in Kelmscott between 1905 and 1916.  Jesse was born in a house near the riverfront in Perth in 1856 and 
spent his early years there.  He had intimate knowledge of the early development of Perth possibly assisted 
by information imparted by his mother Elizabeth Leeder and his grandfather William Leeder, who had arrived 
in 1830.  Leederville is named after his family.  Jesse left many hand-drawn maps showing the layout and 
occupants of Perth and many other WA towns.2 

As a very young man Jesse took place in the ill-fated Clarkson expedition, driving cattle from Albany to the 
North-West.

Previous Place No.:  046
Place No.:  075
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Jesse Hammond was a builder and contractor who was apprenticed to Fred Platt and worked with him on the 
1874 additions to the Pensioner Barracks, Perth, and also built ‘The Grange’ homestead (1881) in Yardarino 
(near Dongara). 3 

Jesse was a remarkable historian and member of the Historical Society, to which he contributed much 
material. Jesse had a particular interest in the Aboriginal people and culture, learning the local language.  
He was considered an authority in this area and in 1938 was made an honorary Protector for the Natives.  
He wrote two books; “Winjan People” and “Western Pioneers: A Battle Well Fought”.  In 1957 a Collection of 
5x Aboriginal artefacts known as the Jesse Hammond Collection was deposited in the National Museum of 
Australia.4

As a builder and contractor, Jesse worked in many areas of the State building anything from sheep dips to 
houses, Churches and Hotels.  His expert knowledge as a builder was once called upon at an inquest.5   

In the 2008 review of the Municipal Heritage Inventory the place was noted to have “A substantial brick 
and iron garage building located to the southwest of the residence, near the corner of Ottaway Street and 
Streich Avenue, which has a simple L-shaped plan and a hipped corrugated iron roof.  Lean-to additions are 
attached to the northeast and southwest sides of the garage, which opens directly onto Ottaway Street.”

In September 2016 an application for Planning Approval for five single-storey dwellings on the property was 
submitted. 

In January 2017 the Department of Planning Lands and Heritage was invited to comment on the application 
by the City of Armadale. However, in response the Department of Planning Lands and Heritage commented 
that as it had not previously recorded or conducted an assessment of the significance of the place they were 
unable to provide comment and recommended contacting a heritage consultant for advice. 

In February 2017 the Community Heritage Advisory Group provided comments. The Group commended the 
retention of the exisiting residence but recommended that a similar colour scheme and roof sheeting be used 
for the newer dwellings, and a mounted plaque be installed on the existing heritage listed residence noting 
its heritage and history with mention of the original small building that would be demolished according to the 
proposal. The Group also recommended retaining the mature trees on site.

The Development Appliciation for six grouped dwellings was approved in May 2017 followed by approval of 
the Survey-Strata Plan by the Western Australian Planning Commission a month later. Both approvals were 
subject to conditions.

In July 2017 the City of Armadale recommended the proposed survey strata for approval, subject to conditions. 
The heritage listing of the existing residence was noted.

A Demolition Permit for full demolition of a shed and lean-to was approved in May 2018.

1       Elaine de Ruiter, 2019

2       Ibid.

3       Ibid.

4       Ibid.

5.      Ibid.

Previous Place No.:  046
Place No.:  075
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Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities

Associations Jesse Hammond

Sources • City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Jesse Hammond's Residence has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as is a good example of a residence in the Federation Bungalow style of 
architecture.

• The place has historic value as is it associated with Jesse Hammond, the builder who resided in the 
garage and later in the house. The Hammonds were responsible for building a number of buildings in 
the district.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

East elevation of the building facing Ottaway 
Street.
Source: SCA 06/11/2018

Timber French doors leading to the bullnose 
verandah facing Ottaway Street.
Source: SCA 06/11/2018

Previous Place No.:  046
Place No.:  075
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Gable bay to the north elevation with a timber 
awning. There are also timber posts and 
balustrades to the verandah.
Source: SCA 06/11/2018

Steel fence to the north and east boundaries 
following subdivision. Hip roof and brick chimney 
on the building in the background.
Source: SCA 06/11/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  046
Place No.:  075
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 37 Railway Avenue
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 347939
Land Information Lot 2 Vol/Folio 196700890

Diagram D020395
GPS -32.11515966, 116.0127829

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 18969
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use -

Dr. Streich’s Residence
Previous Place No.:  042

Place No.:  076
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1929
Walls Rendered brick
Roof Decramastic tile
Architectural Style Inter-War California Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is a single-storey brick and decramastic tile residence with an asymmetrical hip and gable roof 
featuring wide gables typical of the Inter-War California Bungalow style, with a deep-set front verandah 
supported on timber posts with brick piers.  The walls are face brick to sill height, with a rough stucco finish 
above (except in some areas, which are painted brick), and large timber framed casement windows and 
French doors.  The house is set in a large garden, behind a steel fence, with a brick-paved driveway and 
pathways, informal garden beds and a number of mature trees including jacarandas, magnolia and eucalypts. 

There is a second driveway and gate entry toward the south-east boundary of the site. 

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 12/12/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Built in the Inter War period (c.1929) and occupied by Dr. Carl I. Streich until his death in 1956.  The doctor 
was a particularly well-liked and respected medical practitioner, who was heavily involved in various affairs 
of the Armadale district.

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities

Associations Dr. C.I. Streich

Sources • Wises Post Office Directory
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.:  042
Place No.:  076
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Dr Streich's Residence has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as an example of a residence constructed in the Inter-War California 
Bungalow style of architecture, featuring prominent roof forms, a deep-set front verandah, and contrasting 
brick and stucco walling with timber detailing.

• The place has historic value as it is associated with Dr. Streich, a well-known and well-liked doctor who 
resided and practiced in the Armadale area, and who provided services to many residents in the district.

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Deep-set front verandah on timber posts with brick 
piers to the east.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  042
Place No.:  076

477477



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Three Logs, Two Logs, The Ford
Street Address Lot 501 River Road
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 12276481
Land Information Lot 501 Vol/Folio LR0316800284

Reserve/Plan R27073/P411503     
GPS -32.117010487699, 116.02114859272

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 18971
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Other Structure
Original Use Transport/Communications - Road Bridge
Current Use Transport/Communications - Road Bridge
Other Use -

Martin’s Crossing and Rosebushes
Previous Place No.:  053

Place No.:  077
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1842 (ford and road); c.1840-1860 (rosebushes)
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The river crossing is a pair of partly submerged logs located in the section of the Canning River between 
River Road and Fancote Street.  Two logs provide limited pedestrian access across the river and connect to 
an established track that extends between Clifton Street to the east and the Canning River to the west. This 
track is in the Martin Street road reserve, and, as well as the bushland that lines both sides of the track, a 
number of mature rose bushes extend for approximately 50 metres along the north boundary visible from the 
track. The rose bushes are estimated to be 150 years old and are considerably overgrown.

Condition Fair
Integrity Medium
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 21/01/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The original river crossing over the Canning River in Kelmscott was believed to have been constructed 
c1842, this was used by the stage coaches using Old Coach Road (1830-33), and by spring carts, horse-
driven carts and walkers. Thomas Buckingham Junior's memoir notes that he built a crossing in 18801. 
The crossing was replaced by Buckingham Bridge (c1892), Orlando Street Bridge (c1897) and the Gilwell 
Street Bridge.  The crossing provided access between the orchards, poultry farms and settlements in the 
Roleystone and Kelmscott districts, and is also said to have been used by the 63rd Regiment and the police 
for access to the Barracks when they were first built to the northeast of this site.

Martin’s Crossing was used by the baker’s cart and other spring carts. 

The roses were planted by the Henry Martin family who owned the adjacent property. They are a climbing 
heritage rose called Rosa Manetii and are found in other areas such as Guildford, Caversham and Toodyay.2

 Mr Lucich who bought the Martin’s farm around 1940, was known to drive his cattle across the ford.3  

The place was also known as ‘The Ford’ in the 60s. It also used to have planks across the logs. After a storm 
it became known as ‘Two Logs’ after a third log drifted downstream.4

Previous Place No.:  053
Place No.:  077
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Signage on the west of the crossing by the Armadale Gosnells Landcare Group states:

Revegetation Area
PLEASE KEEP OUT

The local community is undertaking
important restoration activities in
this area.

Your support in helping to protect this area from vandalism and
damage is appreciated. Please do not enter and prevent pets from
accessing areas outside designated paths.

If you would like to get involved in landcare or 
need more information, please contact us:
Community Landcare Coordinator
0412 713 582
www.sercul.org.au/agig.html

1             Elaine de Ruiter 2019
2             ibid
3             ibid
4             ibid

Historic Theme Why and How People Settled: Settlements
Transport & Communications: Road transport

Associations Martin family

Sources • Letter by Elaine de Ruiter on 11/09/2018
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.:  053
Place No.:  077
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Martin's Crossing, Road Reserve and Rosebushes have cultural heritage significance for the following 
reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as the log bridge, walk track and rose bushes combine to produce a 
pleasing environment which incorporates both man-made and natural features that are well-worn from 
use and exposure to the elements.

• The place has historic value as the remains and site of the former river crossing and coach road 
established in 1830, which provided valuable access between Kelmscott and Roleystone until the 1890s, 
and continues to provide pedestrian access across the river for locals. The rosebushes are believed to 
have been planted by the Martin family and date from the 1840s-1860s, being some of the earliest roses 
established in the area.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Signage by the Armadale Gosnells Landcare Group 
west of the crossing.
Source: SCA 21/01/2019

Setting from the track.
Source: SCA 21/01/2019

Previous Place No.:  053
Place No.:  077
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008 Source: AMHI 2008

Source: AMHI 2008 c1950s eastern side of the Martin track looking 
west towards Fancote Street near its intersection 
with River Road. 
Source: Royal W.A Historical Society. 

Rosa Manettii Rosebushes photographed 
November 2016
Source: Elaine de Ruiter

Previous Place No.:  053
Place No.:  077
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names St Mary’s Church Cemetery, St Mary in the Valley Church & Graveyard
Street Address 4 River Road
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 348989
Land Information Lot 39 Vol/Folio 1100130

Plan/Diagram P101334
GPS -32.11849594, 116.0209958

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04715
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings Heritage Council of Western Australia – Below Threshold, May 2004 

National Trust (WA) - 1990

PLACE TYPE
Original Use Religious - Church; Monument/Cemetery - Cemetery
Current Use Religious - Church; Monument/Cemetery - Cemetery
Other Use -

Previous Place No.:  066
St Mary-In-The-Valley Church and Cemetery Place No.:  078

483



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1875, 1963, 1978
Walls Face brick (Church)
Roof Tile
Architectural Style Late Twentieth Century Perth Regional (Church); Victorian period 

(Cemetery) 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The church and cemetery is located on the east side of River Road near the intersection of Church Street.  
The grounds are bounded by a steel-framed chain link fence, with an entry gate directly opposite the church 
building which comprises a pair of face brick piers supporting two ornate metal gates.  Jacaranda trees line 
both sides of the entry driveway forming an enclosed canopy, with graves on either side.  

This grassed cemetery includes over 300 graves dating from 1875 with the graves oriented due east-west. 
The graves are set out in ten rows that run parallel to the front boundary, with narrow spaces between each 
plot. Graves are generally marked with headstones, with ornate stone, concrete or iron surrounds. Located 
on the southeast side of the site is a face brick memorial wall approximately 1500 mm high. Memorial 
plaques are located on the brick walls, some of which have a masonry coping. The memorial walls have an 
associated rose garden.

The 1963 church is central to the site and is a single-storey face brick and tile building with a simple rectilinear 
form and a gable roof, with a three-storey bell tower to the south elevation. There are long, narrow, evenly 
spaced windows along the north and south elevations. The church has vertically proportioned timber top 
hung windows with a fixed glazed top panel. A stretcher bond face brick church hall is located to the rear. 

To the north of the site there is a concrete paved walkway running north-south and is centrally located. The 
rear of the site is a bush setting where the Canning River is located.  

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 22/08/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The land on which the cemetery is located, was granted by the Colonial Government in 1870, for a church 
and graveyard, although the title deed to the land was not issued by the Lands Department until 1875.

In March 1871, J. Welbourne of Guildford, drew up plans for a small church (20 feet by 15 feet), St Mary’s 
Church.  The church was built by Thomas Buckingham Junior (and a hired mason), for a cost of £62, the 
money being raised by a subscription.  Local timber was used, and the hand-made bricks came from a 
nearby kiln. 

Previous Place No.:  066
Place No.:  078
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Although services were held in the church from its completion in August 1871, it was not consecrated until 
29 March 1874.  As Kelmscott had no resident clergyman, services at St Mary’s Church were held monthly, 
with visiting clergy attending.

Despite additions carried out in 1896 and 1927, St Mary’s Church was eventually unable to accommodate 
the growing congregation and in the 1950s a decision was taken to demolish the old church and replace it 
with a new building.  In 1963, the new St Mary in the Valley Church was constructed, not precisely in the 
location of the former church, but slightly to the southeast so that the building was no longer aligned due 
east-west like the existing graves. It is understood but not confirmed that Bruce Williams was the architect 
of the new church. 

A mounted plaque by the City of Armadale states:

The original church (replaced in 
1963) was built by Thomas

Buckingham Jr and completed on 
16 August 1871. Tombstones in the 
cemetery date back to the 1870s.

West of the current church is a foundation stone that states:
TO THE GLORY OF GOD

THIS STONE WAS LAID BY THE
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DIOCESE

THE VENERABLE BRIAN MACDONALD

ON SUNDAY 30TH JUNE 1963

The first burial in St Mary’s Church graveyard was Mary Buckingham (nee Chaunter), aged 60, who was 
buried on 12 January 1875.  Mary’s husband, Thomas Buckingham Snr, and William Martin were both buried 
in 1879.  Other well known local pioneers buried in the cemetery include Betsy Cockram (nee Buckingham), 
Richard Cockram, Thomas Buckingham Jnr, Hannah Buckingham (nee Salter), Charles Fancote, Caroline 
Fancote (nee Buckingham), George David Batt, David and Mary Ellen Batt, Thomas and Sarah Jane (nee 
Marsh) James, Ellen Salter (nee Buckingham), and William and Mary Ann (nee Marian) Butcher.  The latest 
burial, in May 2003, was of Bessie Spyvee, who was a descendant of the Buckingham family.

In April 2008 a Development Application was submitted for a proposed steel flat roof patio to be attached to 
the former rectory. A Planning Approval and Building Licence was granted in October 2008. The rectory was 
previously used as an Op Shop and currently is a rented residential property. 

Previous Place No.:  066
Place No.:  078
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A proposal for construction of perimeter fencing that would border the Canning River from the rear of Kelmscott 
Primary School and terminate within the rear boundary of St Mary-In-The-Valley Church and Cemetery was 
granted Development Application approval in January 2017 and Approval to Commence Development in 
April 2017 by the Government of Western Australia, Department of Finance - Building Management and 
Works. The fence was proposed to ensure that schoolchildren would not wander too close to the river.

Historic Theme Social and Civic Activities: Religion

Associations -

Sources • Mounted plaque by the City of Armadale
• Foundation stone
• City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

St Mary-In-The-Valley Church and Cemetery, a brick and tile church and cemetery located beside the 
Canning River, has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as the church a good example of an ecclesiastical place of worship built 
in the Late Twentieth Century Perth Regional style of architecture, and the cemetery has a variety of 
monuments, many of which display craftsmanship in the disciplines of ironwork and stone masonry, and 
are arranged in ordered rows in a lawn setting dating from the Victorian period.

• The place is historic value as it provides a record of the development and growth in the region. The 
cemetery dates back to 1870. The place is also associated with a number of well known people connected 
with the history of Armadale and Kelmscott and is a burial place for many individuals who contributed to 
the development of the region.

• The place has social value as a continued use as a church venue and cemetery grounds. The cemetery 
is the burial place of several hundred people who died between the 1870s and the present, many having 
descendants living locally who continue to visit the place. The continuous use of the cemetery and efforts 
to maintain and improve its appearance is evidence of its importance to the community’s sense of place.

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

Previous Place No.:  066
Place No.:  078
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Centrally located entry driveway with trees forming 
an enclosed canopy.
Source: SCA 22/08/2018

Graves north of the site with the church and 
church hall in the background.
Source: SCA 22/08/2018

Face brick memorial wall to the south-east of 
cemetery.
Source: SCA 22/08/2018

Graves south of site with church in the 
background.
Source: SCA 10/04/2018

Mounted plaque on west elevation of church.
Source: SCA 22/08/2018

Mounted foundation stone on church wall to the 
west.
Source: SCA 22/08/2018

Previous Place No.:  066
Place No.:  078
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

1925 image of St Marys. Photographer Unknown
Source: PH641 Birtwistle Library

1925 image of St Marys. Photographer Unknown
Source: FPH015 Birtwistle Library

1928 image by William Fretwell 
Source: FPH12 Birtwistle Library

1927 image of the church, after new extensions 
Source: PH645 Birtwistle Library

1931 image of the church entrance 
Source: PH629 Birtwistle Library

Photograph taken 1964
Source: PH002 Birtwistle Library

Previous Place No.:  066
Place No.:  078
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 31 River Road
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 340365
Land Information Lot 38 Vol/Folio 132000595

Diagram D022194
GPS -32.12006664, 116.0198423

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 18966
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use -

Abdullah’s Residence 
Previous Place No.:  035

Place No.:  079
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1905-08
Walls Painted brick
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The site is located to the west of River Road. The front boundary to the property has a painted brick pier and 
timber picket infill fence. A brick paved path leads to the front verandah though a front garden. A low timber 
picket fence to the north of the place separates the garden from the compacted gravel driveway. The south 
boundary has a compressed fibre cement boundary fence.

The residence is a single-storey painted brick building with a hip and gable corrugated steel roof. The building 
has an asymmetrical front facade with a skillion roof verandah to the east and two brick chimney (one with 
terracotta pots). The verandah roof is supported by round posts with simple detailing and the verandah itself 
is brick paved. Timber frame double hung windows are located at the gable end to the east elevation with 
timber frame awnings above. The windows located underneath the verandah have fixed glazing with louvres 
to the interior. An iron security grille is fixed onto a double hung window to the south.

There is a steel framed double carport in front of a garage to the north of the building and a mature jacaranda 
tree growing outside the boundary to the southeast. 

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 17/07/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The place is believed to have been originally constructed by the Butcher family, as one of numerous 
residences built in River Road, Kelmscott during the Federation era. The 1995 MHI had recorded that Charlie 
Buckingham constructed the residence. In the 1940s the place was occupied by Kelmscott’s colourful Afghan 
character, Abdullah Haswany, also known as ‘Black Charlie’, an itinerant horse dealer and poultry farmer.  In 
the 1960s, the Cutri family resided there.

Previous Place No.:  035
Place No.:  079
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In January 2011 a Tree Register Nomination Form was received by the City of Armadale nominating 
the mature “Jacaranda mimosifolia” located on the southeast corner outside the property boundary. The 
nomination states:

Due to its proximity, the jacaranda tree is associated with “Black Charlie’s” house. It frames 
the property. It appears in the background of many of the photographs of the Kelmscott 
Primary schoolchildren. Black Charlie was feared by some but mostly loved, once you got
to know him. He dealt in horses. It was not uncommon for him to go up to the West Dale 
1 Beverley area to fetch a horse, and then walk, leading the horse all the way back to 
Kelmscott. He was great mates with Tom Martin, helping him on his orchard at the bottom 
of Turner Road.

A plaque was erected by the City of Armadale beside the tree. It states:

Tree Preservation Order

This Jacaranda Tree is listed in
the City of Armadale Tree

Preservation Register

R.S. Tame
Chief Executive Officer

In June 2018 a Development Application was approved for a carport, followed by a Building Permit and 
Certificate of Compliance in July. A Notice of Completion was later issued in August 2018.

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities

Associations • Butcher Family (understood as original owners)
• Abdullah Haswany, Tommy Martin, Cutri Family (Occupants)

Sources • Len Hunt (former owner)
• City of Armadale property database
• Mounted plaque by the City of Armadale
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.:  035
Place No.:  079
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Abdullah's Residence has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a good example of a residence built in the Federation Bungalow style of 
architecture with a picturesque form created by the projecting gable and front verandah, combined with 
its front fence and garden. It makes a significant contribution to the streetscape of River Road.

• The place has historic value as one of a number of former residences believed to be associated with 
the Butcher family in Kelmscott. It is also one of a number of residences dating from the early part of the 
twentieth century that characterise the old Kelmscott townsite positioned near the Canning River.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Mature jacaranda tree listed in the Tree 
Preservation Order of the City of Armadale.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

Verandah facing the front garden to the east.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

Brick chimneys featuring two terracotta pots to the 
south.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

Iron security grille on double hung window the 
south.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

Previous Place No.:  035
Place No.:  079
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  035
Place No.:  079

493



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 61 River Road
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 340340
Land Information Lot 101 Vol/Folio 141900917

Diagram D049269
GPS -32.1218459, 116.0198565

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04697
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use -

Previous Place No.:  071
Walter Butcher’s Residence Place No.:  080
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1916
Walls Brick
Roof Corrugated steel 
Architectural Style Federation Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is a single-storey brick and corrugated steel roof residence with a distinctive symmetrical form 
with two projecting gable bays positioned either side of a recessed entry, and a skillion verandah on all four 
sides.  The building has painted brick walls with rendered quoining to the openings and building edges.  The 
upper gable walls are infilled with compressed fibre cement boards.  The verandah has slender timber posts, 
supported on steel stirrups, and a concrete floor. 

The building is partly concealed from River Road by a tall brick boundary fence. The gable roof forms 
and  masonry chimneys are visible.  Mature trees and shrubs are located within the property and a shed is 
situated at the rear of the property.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 21/01/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Built in 1916 for Walter Butcher, a member of a family prominent in the district’s affairs. The property was also 
the residence of Stepney Bamlett, a well-known local bicycle manufacturer and repairer who lived in Kelm-
scott between 1937-1945. Stepney’s mother Edith was one of Alexander Buckingham’s daughters, while his 
father, James Henry Carlisle Bamlett, owned and operated Frogmore’s Garage and was known to rent his 
car “for picnics and touring parties”.

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities

Associations Walter Butcher, Stepney Bamlett

Sources 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.:  071
Place No.:  080
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Walter Butcher's Residence has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a residence with masonry walls and rendered quoining and a roof form 
with twin gables to the front facade.

• The place has historic value as it is associated with a local bicycle manufacturer and repairer, Step 
Bamblett, who lived in the Kelmscott district in the 1930s and 1940s. It is also one of a number of former 
residences associated with the Butcher family, located in Kelmscott. The place is also one of a number 
of residences dating from the early part of the twentieth century that characterise the old Kelmscott 
townsite, positioned near the Canning River. 

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Projecting gable infilled with compressed fibre 
cement boards and rendered quoining to the walls 
facing River Road.
Source: SCA 21/01/2019

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  071
Place No.:  080
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 67 River Road
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 340348
Land Information Lot 40 Vol/Folio 127500919

Diagram D029229
GPS -32.12249903, 116.0198569

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04714
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use -

Previous Place No.:  064
Silas Rundle’s Residence Place No.:  081
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1900
Walls Stone and render
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is a single-storey rendered brick building with a rectilinear plan and a prominent hipped corrugated 
steel roof incorporating verandahs on three sides that are on a separate pitch to the main roof.  The verandah 
is of timber construction, with square posts and decorative brackets and is brick paved.  The front elevation 
of the residence has vertically proportioned timber framed sash windows located either side of the central 
entry door, which is a paneled door with a glazed fanlight.  

An addition constructed with random rubble stone is located to the north of the house, underneath the 
verandahs, and feature timber framed windows and French doors sympathetic with the original house.

The residence is set within an attractive cottage garden, with winding pathways edged by garden beds and 
areas of lawn.  The mature garden contains a number of trees including peppermints and a flame tree that 
adds to the picturesque qualities of the place.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 13/11/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

This residence was built around 1900 for Silas Rundle, one of the district pioneers, who operated as a 
blacksmith.

The current owners (2018) have advised that they have lived there since 1968/87 and that the front elevation, 
two front rooms and kitchen were part of the original house.

Previous Place No.:  064
Place No.:  081
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A mounted plaque on the east elevation from the City of Armadale states:

HISTORIC SITE

Silas Rundle’s Residence

The house was built c1900 for Silas
Rundle and Family.

Mr Rundle was a gardener/blackmsith.
His son Eric also worked in

the blacksmith
business which was

situated to the rear of
the house facing
Rundle Street.

Historic Theme People: Early settlers
Occupations: Domestic activities

Associations Silas Rundle

Sources • Mounted plaque by the City of Armadale
• Current owners
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Silas Rundle's Residence has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a residence dating from the turn of the twentieth century, with a distinct 
cottage form that has been extended with sympathetic additions of local stone.

• The place has historic value as it is associated with Silas Rundle, a notable pioneer of the district who 
worked as a blacksmith.

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

Previous Place No.:  064
Place No.:  081
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Front facade of the house with timber door and 
vertically proportioned sash windows.
Source: SCA 13/11/2018

East verandah returning south with square timber 
posts and brick paving.
Source: SCA 13/11/2018

Mounted plaque by the City of Armadale on the east 
elevation.
Source: SCA 13/11/2018

Addition to the north with random course stone and 
French doors and timber framed windows.
Source: SCA 13/11/2018 

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  064
Place No.:  081
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 93 River Road
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 340186
Land Information Lot 56 Vol/Folio 127800903

Diagram D025236
GPS -32.12478073, 116.0206454

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 18967
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008

Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use -

Betsy Buckingham’s Property
Previous Place No.:  037

Place No.:  082
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1930
Walls Timber weatherboard and compressed cement fibre sheeting
Roof Decramastic steel tile
Architectural Style Inter-War Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The building is an asymmetrical single-storey timber weatherboard house with a lean-to on the west elevation. 
The front verandah is elevated four steps above ground level with a painted brick plinth and the house is 
elevated on timber stumps. 

The gable roof extends over the front verandah and is clad with decramastic steel tiles. Painted timber barge 
boards line the north and south roof lines and a face brick chimney is visible to the east elevation. Simple 
timber posts and balustrade with a painted timber entry door and glazed top pane are located to the front 
verandah. The south elevation is clad in timber weatherboard while the north elevation is clad in compressed 
fibre cement sheeting. Timber as well as aluminium framed windows are located throughout the building with 
the north windows shaded by timber framed awnings. 

The place has a fibre cement street boundary fence with low timber pickets. A loose gravel driveway is 
located to the south and at the building line there is a steel and timber framed fence with steel infill, and a 
steel gate. The place addresses River Road has perimeter plantings and mature trees to the front garden.

Condition Fair
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 17/07/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The place was built in 1930 by Ted Thorne and Fred Fancote for Miss Betsy Buckingham, the schoolteacher at 
Kelmscott Primary School, who taught the infant’s class for over 40 years.  Betsy Buckingham also operated 
a lending library from the school on Saturday afternoons. The property was owned by Betsy Buckingham 
as an investment property and was not her place of residence. Betsy rented the house out to many different 
members of the community.   At one stage the Rose family lived in the residence.

The house was later owned by the Macri and Worth families. 

The City received an application in January 2020 for demolition of the place.

Previous Place No.:  037
Place No.:  082
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Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities

Associations • Betsy Buckingham (Original owner)
• Ted Thorne & Fred Fancote (Builders)

Sources • 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Betsy Buckingham's Property has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a modest weatherboard and steel tile residence which retains its 
original character from 1930 and is largely intact.

• The place has historic value as it is associated with Betsy Buckingham, the school teacher at Kelmscott 
Primary School for over 40 years. Other associations are Ted Thorne and Fred Fancote, local builders 
who also constructed other prominent buildings in Kelmscott such as Kelmscott Scout Hall (Thorne) 
and Roleystone Hall (Fancote). It is also one of a number of residences dating from the early part of the 
twentieth century that characterise the old Kelmscott townsite positioned near the Canning River.

Management Category 4
Level of Significance Little 

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

East and south elevations with timber 
weatherboard and loose gravel driveway.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

Compressed fibre cement sheeting to the north 
elevation.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

Previous Place No.:  037
Place No.:  082
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 104 River Road
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 340402
Land Information Lot 4 Vol/Folio 150100564

Diagram D014758
GPS -32.1253937, 116.0218948

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04700
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use -

Previous Place No.:  036
Albert Butcher’s Residence Place No.:  083
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1905
Walls Rendered brick
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Facing River Road the building is located on a predominantly residential street on a large lot bounded by the 
Canning River  to the east. The street boundary fence is constructed of rendered brickwork with steel infill 
panels and features plantings to the front and rear yards with some mature trees evident to the rear yard. 
The property slopes from west to east. 

The building is an asymmetrical single-storey house with a projecting gable bay facing the street and painted 
corrugated steel hip and gable roof. A painted masonry chimney is located to the north. The projecting gable 
has timber barge boards, a central gable vent and a timber double hung window. There is a lean-to verandah 
with square timber posts and a timber entry door set in an enclosed front garden. To the north elevation is a 
single pitched roof section adjacent to the front gable. 

There is a concrete driveway to the south of the lot with steel gates leading to a timber framed and compressed 
fibre cement sheeting clad carport with timber joists and decorative metalwork.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 17/07/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Built for Albert Butcher, an important district pioneer, around 1905. The place is one of a number of residences 
associated with the Butcher family in Kelmscott. It is thought that a produce market once operated to the 
north side of the house. 

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities
People: Early settlers

Associations Albert Butcher

Sources 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.:  036
Place No.:  083
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Albert Butcher's Residence has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as an example of a residence built in the Federation Bungalow style of 
architecture with an asymmetrical form characterised by a projecting gable bay and a skillion verandah 
to the façade which contributes to the streetscape of River Road.

• The place has historic value as it was the original home of Albert Butcher, a significant pioneer in the 
district, and is one of a number of former residences, associated with the Butcher family, located in 
Kelmscott. The place is also one of a number of residences dating from the early part of the twentieth 
century that characterise the old Kelmscott townsite, positioned near the Canning River.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Steel gate and rendered masonry fence with steel 
infill panels to the west.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

Timber joist and battens with decorative metalwork 
to the carport.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

c1930s photo of northern end of residence. 
Featuring Colin Martin.
Source: Elaine De Ruiter

c1930s photo of Kath and Ken Shepherdson in 
front of the residence.
Source: Elaine De Ruiter

Previous Place No.:  036
Place No.:  083
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Novara, Butcher's Residence
Street Address 112 River Road
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 340398
Land Information Lot 5 Vol/Folio 140900586

Diagram D026882
GPS -32.12615332, 116.0220759

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04699
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use -

Previous Place No.:  040
James Butcher’s Residence Place No.:  084
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1900
Walls Painted rendered brick
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place faces River Road and is set below the level of the street. Mature hedges and plantings to the front 
garden screen the building from the street. 

The building is a single-storey rendered house with a broken back corrugated steel roof and a lean-to. There 
are two masonry chimneys located to the gable roof and a masonry chimney with a teracotta pot is located 
to the southern lean-to. The verandah has exposed timber joists and battens, and is supported by painted 
metal round posts. The north and south elevations are clad in compressed fibre cement sheeting with cover 
battens. The southern lean-to is located on a concrete plinth. The building has timber double hung windows 
to the west, casement windows to the south, and glass louvres to the north. A central timber framed entry 
door with a glazed panel, decorative screen and sidelights is located to the street elevation.

A garage is accessed via a driveway to the north boundary. There is another driveway to the south boundary.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 17/07/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

One of the Butcher family houses, it was built around 1900 and an early name-plate suggests the building 
was known as ‘Novara’. James Butcher lived at the property in the early c1900s before moving to Stocker 
Road in Roleystone where he developed his citrus orchard.  James Butcher was a long-serving member of 
the Roads Board.1

The house was used as a residence by Dr. Benson from 1911-1917, from where he travelled to a room at the 
Railway Hotel in Armadale one day a week, for his medical practice.  Benson, who had served in the Indian 
Army, visited his patients throughout the district on horseback, with his wife acting as his nursing assistant.  
The place was altered during the early 1960s, with the addition of a bathroom, toilet, laundry and sun-room 
to the rear, and a car port to the front.  The works were carried out by George Hicks.

Other families to live at the property include the Cockram, Brown and Lucas families.2

1           Elaine de Ruiter

2           Ibid.

Previous Place No.:  040
Place No.:  084
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Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities

Associations James Butcher, Dr. Benson

Sources 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

James Butcher Residence has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a modest residence with a distinct symmetrical form, a steeply-pitched 
hipped roof and vertically-proportioned doors and windows, and contributes to the streetscape of River 
Road.

• The place has historic value as it is associated with the Butcher family who were important pioneers of 
the area and the place was also inhabited by a well-known doctor, Doctor Benson, in the district. It is 
also one of a number of former residences, associated with the Butcher family, located in Kelmscott. 
The place is one of a number of residences dating from the early part of the twentieth century that 
characterise the old Kelmscott townsite, positioned near the Canning River.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Garage with concrete paved driveway to the north-
east.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

North elevation with timber framed louvres clad in 
compressed fibre cement sheeting.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

Previous Place No.:  040
Place No.:  084
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Verandah with exposed timber joists and battens 
supported by painted round metal posts.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

Southern lean-to clad with compressed fibre 
cement sheeting located on a concrete plinth.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  040
Place No.:  084
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 17 Rundle Street
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 340232
Land Information Lot 12 Vol/Folio 139900036

Plan P002649
GPS -32.12354495, 116.0199452

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 00100
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Religious - Church, Cathedral or Chapel
Current Use Religious - Church, Cathedral or Chapel
Other Use -

Previous Place No.:  048
Kelmscott Congregational Church Place No.:  085
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date
Walls Face brick
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Gothic

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is located on a residential street with predominantly single-storey houses. A low face brick fence 
surrounds the church to the north, partially returning to the east and west. The low face brick fence to the 
north has a steel gate while the west of the site there is an informal gravel driveway and steel entry gate.

The single-storey building has a rectangular form with face brick buttresses, pointed arch windows and gable 
roof. The north elevation has English bond face brick to the north gable and stretcher bond face brick to 
other sections. Three rendered pointed arched windows are located to the north gable, while the south gable 
is clad with horizontal timber cladding. The east and west elevations have brick buttresses with rendered 
capping and pointed arched windows with rendered sills. Timber frame entry door with fanlight and windows 
are located on the north lean-to along with mounted signage stating “Jesus Christ is the Answer” and a 
mounted City of Armadale plaque. Entry to the south lean-to is via a decked timber ramp.

A small garden with plaques in memoriam of people who have attended the church is located to the west of 
the church with a plaque identifying it as the Ron Buckingham Memorial Gardens. To the rear of the church 
two free-standing structures have been erected: an ablution and the John Buckingham Christian Centre.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 17/07/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

This building was constructed by John A. Buckingham in , using locally made bricks, and was one of a num-
ber of Congregational churches in the Armadale district.  (In 1915, there were five churches in the area, with 
the first completed in Armadale in 1903.) The foundation stone was laid by Mr Jacoby.

Previous Place No.:  048
Place No.:  085
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A mounted plaque by the City of Armadale on the north elevation states:

HISTORIC SITE

Congregational Church,
Kelmscott

The first Congregational Church in Kelmscott, 
built in  with locally produced bricks 

and constructed by John A. Buckingham. 
The foundation stone was laid 

by Mr Jacoby.

Historic Theme Social & Civic Activities: Religion

Associations • John A Buckingham
• Mr Jacoby 

Sources • Foundation stone
• Mounted plaque on building
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Kelmscott Congregational Church has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as an example of a ecclesiastical building in the Federation Gothic style of 
architecture exhibiting a simple rectangular form with a steeply-pitched gable roof, stepped buttresses, 
warm-coloured face brick walls and contrasting rendered detailing.

• The place has historic value due to its association with John Buckingham, who constructed the building 
using locally made bricks and timber.

• The place has social value as a long-standing venue for religious congregation and worship, and 
continues to be used by the local religious community.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

Previous Place No.:  048
Place No.:  085
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

North elevation facing Rundle Street
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

The Ron Buckingham Memorial Gardens to the 
west elevation.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

The south gable featuring horizontal timber cladding, 
timber bargeboards and a simple brick chimney.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

Entry to the southern lean-to with timber ramp and 
timber balustrades.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

Textured face brick ablutions to the south.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

City of Armadale plaque to the north elevation.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

Previous Place No.:  048
Place No.:  085
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  048
Place No.:  085
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Cockram’s Residence
Street Address Lot 139 Turner Road
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 353342
Land Information Lot 139 Vol/Folio 106700675

Plan/Diagram P245521
GPS -32.10178647, 116.0375416

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 16232
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use -

Springhill
Previous Place No.:  065

Place No.:  086

516



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1900
Walls Brick
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is a single-storey painted brick and corrugated steel bungalow residence constructed c.1900 and 
features simple massing, broad roof planes, and wide verandahs with timber posts on three sides. Main entry 
is through a central stair to the elevated west verandah with crazy paving leading to a centrally placed timber 
front door with side and fan lights. Multiple timber french doors with fan lights are also located to the west 
and south verandahs.  The north verandah and the rear extension are enclosed in a combination of battened 
compressed fibre cement sheeting and weatherboard. 

The residence is situated on a hillside with views across Perth and the Swan Valley, on a property surrounded 
by natural bushland.  The house is set within an extensive lawn area that extends in all directions, including 
south to Wright’s Creek, which is lined with a number of Illawarra Flame Trees and has a timber deck on 
the bank.  A bunya-bunya pine tree is located centrally in the lawn area and three citrus trees remain in the 
house garden area on the south side.  The site also includes a below ground pool, a garage, and various 
shed structures to the rear of the property.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 16/11/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Built around 1900 for Edwin and Betsy Cockram (nee Buckingham) who were first cousins.  Edwin and Betsy 
were farmers and orchardists, ran a store, and were proprietors of the Cannington Hotel. Upon moving to 
Springhill from Cannington in May 1900, the Cockrams and their younger children became closely involved 
with the local community, particularly the Kelmscott Agricultural Society, the Anglican Church and the cricket 
and football clubs. The diary of Betsy Cockram outlines a detailed social history of the Kelmscott area 
between the years 1898 and 1920.1

A “small cedar-clad stable and yard” previously noted in the 2008 MHI was no longer visible in 2018.

1     Elaine de Ruiter, 2019.

Historic Theme People: Early settlers

Previous Place No.:  065
Place No.:  086
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Associations Cockram family

Sources 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Springhill has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a good example of a residence built in the Federation Bungalow style 
of architecture, attractively situated in a commanding location at the edge of the Darling Scarp, with 
landscaped surrounds complimenting the natural bush setting.

• The place has historic value as one of the older farm properties in Kelmscott and is one of a number of 
citrus orchards established in the area between Gosnells to Armadale between the 1890s and 1930s, 
which were an important factor in the development of the area. The place was built for Edwin and 
Betsy Cockram, farmers, storekeepers and proprietors of the Cannington Hotel and key members of the 
Cannington and Kelmscott communities from the 1880s. 

• The place has social value as it is valued by the local community for its associations with early settlement 
in the district and with the Cockram family.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

West verandah with crazy paving verandah
Source: SCA 16/11/2018

Enclosed verandah to the north with battened 
compressed fibre cement sheeting and 
weatherboard.
Source: SCA 16/11/2018

Previous Place No.:  065
Place No.:  086
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South elevation with a compressed fibre cement 
sheet addition in the foreground.
Source: SCA 16/11/2018

South verandah with french doors and crazy 
paving. Timber eaves to the roof are also visible.
Source: SCA 16/11/2018

Enclosed north verandah.
Source: SCA 16/11/2018

Junction between painted brick, compressed fibre 
cement sheeting and weatherboard to the west.
Source: SCA 16/11/201

Painted brick chimney.
Source: SCA 16/11/2018

Crazy paving steps to the front lawn from Turner 
Road.
Source: SCA 16/11/2018

Previous Place No.:  065
Place No.:  086
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  065
Place No.:  086
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Mr Harris’s House
Street Address 7 Ecko Road
Locality Mount Nasura
Landgate PIN 340831
Land Information Lot 3537 Vol/Folio -

Plan/Diagram P187852
GPS -

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 17478
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings Armadale Redevelopment Authority Cultural Heritage Strategy 2005

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Current Use Vacant/Unused
Other Use -

Forestry House (fmr) 
Previous Place No.:  107

Place No.:  087
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1933
Walls Timber weatherboard
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Inter-War Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is a single-storey timber weatherboard and corrugated steel hip and gable roof residence. Brick 
steps lead to an entry verandah with a gable roof form, clad with timber shingles. 

There is a timber post and chainmesh fence to the eastern boundary of the place. Formalised garden beds 
and plantings to the north elevation of the place are still extant. 

The place is currently vacant and window and door openings are boarded up.

Condition Poor
Integrity Low
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 12/12/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

7 Ecko Road was built as a District Officer’s house. The building typology is a typical Forests Department 
House, identified as an example of a DFO type 2, a design commonly used at the time. The most significant 
occupant was Alan Cuthbert Harris, who was born in 1904.  He completed a Bachelor of Science at Adelaide 
University before arriving in Perth in 1926.  He was a Divisional Officer by 1928 and District Officer at 
Kelmscott in 1933.  His career in the Forestry Department spanned many years.  He was Conservator of 
Forests in Western Australia from 1954 to 1969.

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities
Occupations: Timber industry

Associations Alan Harris

Sources • ARA Cultural Heritage Strategy 2005
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.:  107
Place No.:  087
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Forestry House (fmr) has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a rare representative of a weatherboard and steel Forests Department 
House DFO type 2.

• The place has historic value as the residence of Alan Harris, who became Conservator of Forests (1954 
to 1969). 

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

The gable roof clad with timber shingles above the 
front porch. Openings have been boarded up.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

Face brick chimney to corrugated steel roof.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  107
Place No.:  087
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address Lot 3860 Henrietta Avenue
Locality Mount Nasura
Landgate PIN 1074240
Land Information Lot 3860 Vol/Folio LR0310300156

Plan/Reserve P019041/R43146
GPS -32.14240135, 116.0207601

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04345
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings The National Trust of Australia (WA) 

PLACE TYPE Tree
Original Use Other
Current Use Other
Other Use -

Port Jackson Fig Trees
Previous Place No.:  074

Place No.:  088
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1890s
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Two Port Jackson Fig trees (Ficus rubiginosa) are situated on parkland on the western side of the Henrietta 
Avenue and are mature examples of this species attaining great dimension in height, circumference and 
canopy spread. The tree to the south has a fuller canopy compared to the tree to the north.

This small corner park slopes from a high to the south to a low in the north. The park is bounded by residential 
subdivision to two sides (north and west) and Henrietta Avenue to two sides (south and east).

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 12/12/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The trees mark the position of the Derry Na Sura vineyard which operated from the 1890s to 1940s and was 
established by Martin Jull.

Signage by the City of Armadale states:

TREES SUBJECT TO PRESERVATION ORDER
HENRIETTA RESERVE

Historic Theme Occupations: Horticulture

Associations Derry Na Sura

Sources 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.:  074
Place No.:  088
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Port Jackson Fig Trees, two trees of the Ficus rubiginosa species, have cultural heritage significance 
for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as strong visual elements in the streetscape of Henrietta Avenue, and 
have impressive height, circumference and canopy spread, making them outstanding examples of their 
species.

• The place has historic value due to its association with the Derry Na Sura vineyard which was established 
on this site by Martin and Roberta Jull in the 1890s.

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Signage by the City of Armadale to the southeast 
corner of the site.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

Condition of the tree north of the site.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  074
Place No.:  088
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 7 Mader Crescent
Locality Mount Nasura
Landgate PIN 340766
Land Information Lot 37 Vol/Folio 142500224

Diagram D047376
GPS -32.13507193, 116.0197701

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 18979
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use -

Millar’s Timber Trading Company Residence
Previous Place No.:  073

Place No.:  089
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1920s
Walls Weatherboard
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Inter-War Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is a substantial single-storey timber framed residence, which is clad with timber weatherboards 
and a corrugated steel hipped roof.  The building has a large rectilinear form with an expansive roof that 
incorporates a timber framed verandah across three elevations and timber framed doors and windows.

The place is located on the south side of the road and is set below the level of the road. It has a picket fence 
along the front boundary.  The front yard incorporates a number of mature trees, including Flame trees and 
a large cottage-style garden. A paved driveway to the south of the site leads to a double garage constructed 
of brick that is attached to the main house. 

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 12/12/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Built from timber by the Millar’s Timber and Trading Company, as a residence, in the 1920s.

In January 2008 a Building Licence was issued for construction of a garage.

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities

Associations Millar’s Timber & Trading Co.

Sources • City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Millar's Timber Trading Company Residence has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a substantial weatherboard and steel residence set within a cottage 
garden, which makes significant contribution to the streetscape.

• The place has historic value as it was constructed with timber from the Millar's Timber and Trading 
Company.

Previous Place No.:  073
Place No.:  089
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Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Painted timber picket fence along the front 
boundary.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

Paved driveway leading to a double garage to the 
south of the site.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  073
Place No.:  089
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 1 Millen Street
Locality Mount Nasura
Landgate PIN 340874
Land Information Lot 42 Vol/Folio 0008500084A

Plan/Diagram P008996
GPS -32.13139738, 116.0237911

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 18978
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use -

Carrigg Residence
Previous Place No.:  072

Place No.:  090
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1900
Walls Timber framed with fibre cement and weatherboard
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is a single-storey timber framed residence clad with compressed fibre cement sheeting and 
weatherboard, and a hipped corrugated steel roof and a separate skillion verandah to two sides.  The 
verandah is timber framed, with turned posts, decorative brackets and horizontal timber balustrades, and 
includes two trellises at the verandah ends and weatherboard infill to the northwest corner.  There is a 
verandah to the rear, which is incorporated under the main hipped roof and features a Dutch gable and round 
concrete columns.  The building has a distinct cottage appearance, with a pair of timber framed casement 
windows either side of the central entry panelled door, with glazed sidelights and fanlight.  

The residence is set on a large block near the intersection of Millen Street and Carrigg Crescent in Kelmscott, 
on a sloping site that incorporates a number of early landscape elements including mature jacaranda trees, 
and a brick and stone fence that incorporates steps up to the verandah.

Condition Fair
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 29/01/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The place was built by Nixon Davis, a builder who had connections with the timber industry in the south-west 
of the State. The Campbell and the Scott families where amongst the first to occupy this house, with the 
Carrigg family living here in the mid 1940s.

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities

Associations • Campbell family
• Scott family

Sources 2008 City of Armadale Municpal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.:  072
Place No.:  090
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Carrigg Residence has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a picturesque timber framed weatherboard residence with a distinctive 
cottage form and fine timber detailing to its verandah and a corrugated steel roof.

• The place has historic value as it is associated with the Campbell family and the Scott family. It was 
contructed by Nixon Davis, a builder who had connections with the timber industry in the south-west of 
the State.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

East elevation from Millen Street.
Source: SCA 29/01/2019

South compressed fibre cement sheeting and 
weatherboard extension to the main form.
Source: SCA 29/01/2019

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  072
Place No.:  090
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Katta Mia
Street Address 12 Wangoola Terrace
Locality Mount Nasura
Landgate PIN 12005671
Land Information Lot 801 Vol/Folio 281200600

Plan/Diagram P072851
GPS -32.14880335, 116.0224621

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04686
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings State Register of Heritage Places - Interim Entry 16/05/2008

PLACE TYPE Garden
Original Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use Park / Reserve

Wirra Willa Gardens
Previous Place No.:  022

Place No.:  091
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1935
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style Paradise Garden Style

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Wirra Willa is located on a steeply sloping site in the foothills of the Darling Ranges and comprises a 
substantial landscaped garden originally designed in the Paradise Garden style, exhibiting characteristics 
typical of the style such as informal planning, a picturesque arrangement of both native and exotic species, 
and the use of simple structural elements and topography to create effect.  The landscape is divided into a 
number of smaller spaces, differentiated by plant species and stylistic features such as parterres, fences and 
archways.  The garden has a diversity of flora including exotics from America, Africa and Europe such as 
Golden Ash, Claret Ash, Persimmons, Chorisa, Magnolia, Camellias, Rhododendrons and Azaleas. 

The place is located north of Neerigan Brook and can be accessed from Albany Highway via Derry Avenue 
to a private driveway entrance with a pair of stone piers on either side of the drive. South of these piers is a 
plaque by the City of Armadale containing the history of Derry Na Sura.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 06/11/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The following information has been extracted from the State Register of Heritage Places, Permanent Entry 
Documentation: 

‘Wirra Willa’ (previously known as ‘Katta Mia’) is a 1.4 hectare property (Pt. Location 31, Vol. 1071), that was 
originally part of John Adams’ (1838) 8,000 acre Loc. 31 Canning River grant.  Later owners included Henry 
Vincent, Thomas Middleton, and Thomas Saw (from 1865). 

Previous Place No.:  022
Place No.:  091
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A plaque by the City of Armadale south of the entry stone piers contains the history of Derry Na Sura. It 
states:

DERRY NA SURA
Historic Site

Martin Jull and Dr Ferguson Stewart planted the first vines 
in 1894 on the slopes overlooking the Narrogin Inn with
the aim to produce port and red wine. In 1904 the vineyard
was sold to Sir Arthur Stepney who named it Derry Na
Sura, which is believe to mean ‘Valley of Vines’, before
selling it in 1909. The new owners boosted production and
by 1928 they were producing over 136,000 litres of port
and wines annually, as well as winning numerous awards 
at the Perth Royal Show.The Great Depression, followed by World War II,
saw the vineyard decline and in 1951 the land 
was sold and subsequently subdivided for
housing.

In 1906, ‘Wirra Willa’ was part of a subdivided portion of 1919 acres; in 1911, of 1862 acres; in 1913, of 1902 
acres; and, in 1914, of 1316 acres.  In the latter year, the property was transferred to William Edward Saw.  
In 1916, (what is now) ‘Wirra Willa’ was part of a 1100 acre property; in 1926, of 280 acres owned by Hector 
Lionel Saw.  The latter property was transferred to Arthur Harcourt Mack in 1927.  240 acres of this land 
was purchased by Armadale Quarries in 1934, of which 20 acres was transferred to Rhoda Matilda Billing 
in 1936.  A reduced portion of this land (3.25 acres) was transferred to Leah Barbara Whitehead and Evelyn 
Mabel Broadley in 1940.  Leah Whitehead and Evelyn Broadley had already begun to develop the present 
garden some five years earlier, while tenants of the house on the land.  In this period, the property was known 
as ‘Katta Mia’, or ‘house on the side of the hill’.

In 1953, the property was transferred to Leah Barbara Whitehead and Violet Lewis and, in the following year, 
to William and Janet Marsh.  In 1961, ‘Katta Mia’ was taken over by James and Mary Hargraves.  The Marsh 
and Hargraves families continued to plant mainly European flora, with some native species.  Since taking 
possession of the property in 1977, Ron and Joy Barrett have introduced American and African xerophytic 
and mesophytic species to the garden, as well as building on the existing base of plantings. The Barretts 
renamed the property ‘Wirra Willa’, or ‘place of green trees’.  

The garden is now a series of ‘gardens within a garden’, having ‘Woodland’, ‘Cottage’, ‘Native Bush’, ‘Tropical’, 
‘Conifer’, ‘Palm’, ‘Bamboo’ and ‘Fruit and Nut’ themed sections.  Parts of the garden also take advantage 
of the high tree canopy (mainly Eucalyptus rudis and E. marginata species) to provide ideal conditions for 
Azaleas, Rhododendrons and Camellias.  A large range of bulbs, and a mass of other seasonal flowering 
plants, is also planted throughout the gardens.  In addition, the garden shelters numerous bird species, 
which assist with the biological control of insect pests.  Recently, work has focused on ‘stone pitching’ the 
creek bed, following several summer incidents of flooding; the construction of walking paths; improved plant 
propagation facilities; and the construction of a two story workshop and office.

Previous Place No.:  022
Place No.:  091
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Many of the plant species found within the garden are otherwise poorly represented in Western Australia, 
as the property’s unique microclimate- a cool southern aspect, constant humidity, and rich alluvial soils- 
protects plants that would otherwise struggle to survive.  The property is bordered on its southern side by 
the Neerigen Brook, which provides water to maintain the moist, humid climate necessary for the survival of 
the garden in summer.

Surrounding the property on the eastern, southern, and western sides are City of Armadale reserves, currently 
managed as spaces for passive recreation.  The land to the south of ‘Wirra Willa’ is owned by Main Roads 
(W.A), but maintained as part of the City of Armadale reserves.  To the west, on the other side of the Albany 
Highway, is Minnawarra Park, which continues the botanical themes of ‘Wirra Willa’.  

‘Wirra Willa’ was included on the Register of the National Estate in October 1980 for its significance in 
demonstrating ‘a 1940s paradise garden style’.  It was regarded as ‘aesthetically significant’ for ‘creating 
dense green internal scenery with Cathedral-like spaces and as a green haven in an urban environment’.  In 
addition, the garden exhibited ‘a diversity of flora, including xerophytic and mesophytic plants, natives and 
exotics from America, Africa and Europe, all of which are uncommon in the Perth Region’.

In 2009 a Development Approval for 34 multiple dwellings on the site was approved; however, there is no 
further evidence of development on the site. Some electrical and reticulation works were undertaken by the 
owners between March and June 2010.

Historic Theme Occupations: Horticulture

Associations Leah Whitehead, Evelyn Broadhead, William & Janet Marsh, James & 
Mary Hargraves, Ron & Joy Barrett (early gardeners)

Sources • Facsimile from Peter Strobos to the Heritage Council dated 16 June 
2010. DPLH

• City of Armadale property database
• Heritage Council of WA Register of Heritage Places Permanent Entry
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Wirra Willa Gardens, comprising an extensive Paradise style garden laid out on a steeply sloping site from 
the 1930s onwards, beside the Nerrigen Brook with a canopy of mature native and exotic trees with dense 
areas of exotic underplanting dominated by camellias, azaleas and magnolias interspersed with open areas 
of lawn, and containing narrow, sinuous paths and driveways in a variety of materials, rock walls, a geometric 
rose garden (c.1980s), a large timber wisteriaclad pergola (c.1960s), a weatherboard, masonry and iron 
house (1930s onwards), garages (1980s) and outbuildings, and an area of native bush characterised by 
Wandoo and Grass Trees, has cultural significance for the following reasons:

• the place contains an excellent and extensive example of an evolved Paradise style garden, the Paradise 
garden is a rare residential example of this style;

Previous Place No.:  022
Place No.:  091
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• the place represents the ethos of amateur horticulturalists applying their interest and talents to creating 
highly personalised and individual gardens, which nevertheless fit within broader trends in garden design;

• the place demonstrates the increasing involvement of women in amateur horticulture and garden design, 
and the associated shift in garden design philosophy that occurred after the First World War.

• between 1961 and 1977, the place was developed by amateur horticulturalist Mary Hargreaves, who 
was later instrumental in the establishment of the Araluen Botanic Park;

• the place contains rare mature specimens of many exotic plants that illustrate their potential growth 
patterns and horticultural requirements, and demonstrates the technical achievement of successive 
owners in establishing and maintaining a collection;

• the place has been a valuable source of propagation material from exotic plants for Western Australian 
nurseries; and, the place is associated with the emerging heritage movement of the 1970s and the first 
attempts at covenanting land to ensure conservation for future generations.

The place may contain rare or unusual examples of propagation material no longer widely available.

The weatherboard, masonry and iron house, garages and outbuildings are of little significance.

Aesthetic Value The place is an attractive private garden located on a steeply sloping site 
in the foothills of the Darling Ranges, and, with its picturesque arrangement 
of exotic and native plant species, is an impressive example of a 1940s 
Paradise Garden style.

Historic Value The place was developed and expanded over an 80 year period by a number 
of different owners, including the original designers, Leah Whitehead and 
Evelyn Broadhead, as well as the Marsh, Hargraves and Barrett families.

Scientific Value -

Social Value -

Rarity The garden contains a significant collection of exotic plant species that 
are rare in Western Australia, but survive by virtue of the property’s unique 
microclimate.

Representativeness -

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

Previous Place No.:  022
Place No.:  091
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

House in Wirra Willa visible from the public 
walkway south of the property.
Source: SCA 06/11/2018

Stone entry piers south of the property.
Source: SCA 06/11/2018

Plaque by the City of Armadale south of the stone 
entry piers with the history of Derry Na Sura.
Source: SCA 06/11/2018

Public walkway south of Wirra Willa along 
Neerigan Brook.
Source: SCA 06/11/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  022
Place No.:  091
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address Lot 150 Albany Highway
Locality Mount Richon
Landgate PIN 11564067
Land Information Lot 150 Vol/Folio 107100779

Diagram D010387
GPS -32.16058131, 116.0259167

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 23443
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Historic site
Original Use Transport/Communications - Road (Other)
Current Use Park/Reserve
Other Use -

Convict Road and Culvert (fmr) 
Previous Place No.:  096

Place No.:  092
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1853/54
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The former road comprises the remains of a road in Armadale along the banks of the Neerigen Brook 
between Albany Highway to the north and Bedfordale Hill Road to the south.  

Convict Road generally follows the line of Neerigen Brook west of Albany Highway. A driveway to a private 
residence further north also runs parallel to the road.  Part of the northern section of the road is not readily 
accessible to the public because of the proximity of private properties to the perimeter of the reserve.

The length and alignment of the former road is still evident based on remnant low granite rock embankments 
and low level of vegetation regrowth.  Parts of the general position of the road are evident where the original 
sides fall away and by the placement of granite rocks; other sections are no longer readily identifiable.  The 
northern-most section of the road appears to have been previously disturbed by earth-moving equipment.

Condition Poor
Integrity Low
Authenticity Low
Date of Survey 20/09/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

In late 1851, Superintendent of Roads, A. C. Gregory, was tasked with finding a route from Perth to Albany, 
which was soon to become the principal port of the Swan River Colony.  Aboriginal prisoners were used as 
labourers for the clearing of the road; however, it was not until 1853 that the final route was decided upon 
by Gregory and Lieutenant William Crossman of the Royal Engineers.  Construction of the Perth to Albany 
road by 60 ticket-of-leave men and convicts began in 1853 under the supervision of Henry Vincent, and by 
October the road had progressed well past Neerigen Brook.  It is not known exactly when the culvert was 
built, but an 1862 report states that approximately 543 culverts had been erected or repaired indicating that 
it existed by this time.  The stretch of Albany Highway alongside Neerigen Brook now lies to the east of the
original convict-built road and is believed to have been realigned in the 1910s/1920s.

The road was originally part of the Perth-Albany Highway until a section of it was later relocated to the east, 
leaving the remnant portion of approximately 1200 metres of original road. It is currently part of the Neerigen 
Brook Reserve (No. 35613) and Lot 150 Albany Highway.

Historic Theme Transport & Communications: Road transport

Previous Place No.:  096
Place No.:  092
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Associations • Alfred Hillman - Colonial Assistant Surveyors
• D. Smith - Colonial Assistant Surveyors
• A.C. Gregory - Colonial Assistant Surveyors
• Lieutenant William Crossman - Royal Engineer
• Henry Vincent - Superintendent of the Native Establishment

Sources • Heritage Assessment Convict Road & Culvert, Neerigen Brook Re-
serve, Armadale, Palassis Architects and Kristy Bizacca, 2009

• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Convict Road and Culvert (fmr), remains of a former road along the banks of the Neerigen Brook, has 
cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place, located within bushland along the banks of the Neerigen Brook and with its remnant stone 
embankments has aesthetic value due to its setting. 

• The place has historic value as it retains remnant features of the road, which was constructed by ticket-
of-leave men and convicts in 1853/1854.  The building of the Perth to Albany Road in this period is 
representative of the number of public works undertaken by convicts after their arrival in the Swan 
River Colony in 1850, including Aboriginal prisoners who were used as labourers for the clearing and 
construction. 

• The place has historic value as it represents the need for a permanent, overland communication route 
between Perth; the capital of the new Swan River Colony, and Albany, which formally became the 
principal port of Western Australia in 1852. 

• The place has historic value due to associations with Assistant Surveyor Alfred Hillman, Assistant 
Surveyor D. Smith, Assistant Surveyor A. C. Gregory, Royal Engineer Lieutenant William Crossman and 
Henry Vincent, Superintendent of the Native Establishment (1839 – 1867), who all played a role in the 
surveying and construction of the Perth to Albany Road.

• The place has scientific value as an archaeological research and teaching site that has the potential to 
reveal wider information about convict and other prisoner built works associated with the survey and 
construction of roads in Western Australia.

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

Previous Place No.:  096
Place No.:  092
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Alignment of the former.
Source: SCA 20/09/2018

Low granite rock embankment.
Source: SCA 20/09/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  096
Place No.:  092
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Narrowlands

SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 91 Burrows Retreat
Locality Mount Richon
Landgate PIN 11828390
Land Information Lot 9000 Vol/Folio

Plan/Diagram P061065 
GPS -32.1544339, 116.0250463

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database -
Previous AMHI -
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey residence
Current Use Residential - Double-storey residence
Other Use -

Place No.:  093
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1920
Walls Weatherboard
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Inter-War Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is located at the end of the Burrows Retreat slip road off Albany Highway. The brown bitumen 
driveway to the property continues off the slip road. An arbor with vines is located to the entry of the property 
along with a water tower and a sign with the words “NARROWLANDS” mounted on a picket fence. The view 
of the dwelling from the street and highway is obscured by mature trees and landscaping. The dwelling is 
set within a garden setting. The property slopes down to Neerigen Brook and a contributory creek-line to the 
north and west.  

The place is a single-storey weatherboard cottage with a two storey addition to the west. The dwelling has 
a corrugated hip and gable roof. The weatherboard is painted in sections and left unpainted in others. The 
dwelling is predominantly painted cream with dark green trims to the roof. The dwelling has timber windows 
and a blonde face brick chimney. A light steel carport is located to the south of the dwelling.  

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 05/03/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Thomas Saw took out two pastoral leases in 1866, totalling 4,800ha along the upper Wungong Valley (mostly 
now flooded by Wungong Dam). Saw also acquired most of the land that later became central Armadale. 
He founded the Narrogin Inn, which remained in Saw ownership into the twentieth century.1  The Saws also 
owned the hill above Narrogin Inn and ran a dairy herd running there.2

William Saw, the second son of the first Saws in the district (Thomas and Harriet), farmed an orchard and 
vineyard ‘between the Mechanics Institute and the Narrogin Inn’. After World War One, he divided his property 
three ways. The Albany Road and hill section went to son William Thomas (Jack) Saw.3  A hand-drawn map 
recalling the residents of Bedfordale near the start of World War One shows William Saw’s land stretching 
between the Bunbury Road (west), Carradine Road (north), Marian’s Vineyard (south) and the old mining 
lease and properties of Bedfordale (east).4

William Thomas Saw was born in 1883. He married Lilian Boatwright in 1915.5  In March 1916, aged 32, 
he enlisted for World War One, at which time he reported Lilian to be living in Claremont. He returned from 
France in July 1919 after being demobilised.6
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A 1918 map shows the land up the hill from Armadale, including the site of Narrowlands, as mostly 
unsubdivided, from Carradine Road to Bedfordale Hill Road.7  It is likely the residence at Narrowlands was 
built for William T. and Lilian Saw c.1920 after he returned from World War One.

Marion Leunig (nee Saw), born 1928,8  remembers growing up at Narrowlands, indicating it remained in the 
Saw family through the interwar period.9 However, William T. Saw is not listed in the Post Office directories 
at Armadale or anywhere in the Metropolitan area until he appears at Claremont in 1945. Lilian died in 1955 
and William in 1958. Both lived in Swanbourne at the time of their death.10

In 1946, someone named Robinson was living at Narrowlands.11 The following year, as the post-war housing 
shortage began to bite, a married couple under the name N.E. Williams used the address to advertise a 
request for a residence to rent or buy in the Armadale district.12  In 1952, the property was identified as a farm 
owned by Mr and Mrs Haywood, who allowed it to be used by the Armadale Brownies for occasional picnics. 
At this time, the residence had a verandah large enough to accommodate a large group of Brownies.13

By 1952, mail was being delivered to three places on the west side of Albany Highway near Narrowlands, of 
which the third (from Armadale) was J. Hayward (spelling varies).14  Haywoods sold Lot 51 to Dr Alexander 
George Brian O’Neil and Mrs Christine O’Neil in 1976.15 

In 1992, Council approved plans for a two-storey timber extension to a five-room single-storey house at the 
site. The existing house at the time appeared to be an original four-room layout with verandah, and a later 
additional room at the north end of the verandah. Owners at the time were the Manns family, who proposed 
to build the extension themselves.16  Aerial photographs showed the extension in place by January 1994. The 
photographs also suggest a rear portion of the house (possibly a patio) that was at least forty years old was 
removed before the two-storey section was added.17

1             Saw, Keith, ‘Saw Family Tree’,  1990, Birtwistle LSC, B/SAW
2             Haynes, E.J.C., ‘Reminiscences’, undated (remembering Armadale in 1908, when he was a child in the district, Birtwistle Local Studies Collection, 
p.2, Box 7 (ARM)
3             Saw, Keith, ‘William Edward Saw’, Rockingham Relics Supplement, July 1998, p.12, Birtwistle LSC Q B/SAW
4             C.1970 sketch map by Llewellyn Serls, reproduced in Carter & Carter, 2011, p.148
5             Department of Justice, Births, Deaths and Marriages, online index search, https://bdm.justice.wa.gov.au/_apps/pioneersindex/default.aspx,
 accessed 8 April 2019; Saw, Keith, ‘Saw Family Tree’,  1990, Birtwistle LSC, B/SAW
6             Saw, William Thomas, Service Number 5785, AIF records, NAA: PP864/1, M1767
7             Surveyor General (J.P. Camm), ‘Cockburn Sound and Murray’ (map), 341/80, WA Department of Lands & Surveys, 20 December 1918, Birtwistle 
LSC ‘Misc 9’
8             Department of Justice, Births, Deaths and Marriages, online index search, https://bdm.justice.wa.gov.au/_apps/pioneersindex/default.aspx , 
accessed 8 April 2019; Saw, Keith, ‘Saw Family Tree’,  1990, Birtwistle LSC, B/SAW
9             Information from Birtwistle LSC, 5 April 2019
10           Metropolitan Cemeteries Board, http://www2.mcb.wa.gov.au/NameSearch/results.php, accessed 9 April 2019
11           Advertising, ‘Kangaroo Dog’, West Australian, 1 August 1946, p.2, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/46161256
12           Advertising, ‘Wanted to Rent’, West Australian, 28 June 1947, p.2, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/46321954
13          ‘Brownies Picnic at Armadale’, South Western Advertiser, 1 May 1952, p.5, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/148936428
14          ‘Armadale-Gleneagle Letter Delivery’, hand-drawn sketch, 27 June 1952, Birtwistle LSC, B2
15           Extract from Stamp Duties documentation, 1979, Birtwistle LSC
16           Birtwistle LSC, relating information from Council records, 5 April 2019
17           Aerial photographs, 1953, 1989,  1991, 1994
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Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic Activities

Associations William Thomas Saw

Sources - 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Narrowlands, a single storey weatherboard cottage has cultural heritage significance for the following 
reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a c.1920 timber weatherboard residence set within a garden of mature 
trees and plantings.

• The place has historic value due to associations with the Saw family, who owned most of the land that 
would later become central Armadale in the late 1800s.

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Double-storey addition to the west with the cottage 
in the foreground.
Source: SCA 05/03/2019

Vined arbor and signage mounted on a picket fence 
with the words “NARROWLANDS”
Source: SCA 05/03/2019
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Water tower located near the entry.
Source: SCA 05/03/2019
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address Lot 4034 Chateau Court
Locality Mt Richon
Landgate PIN 1144521
Land Information Lot 4034 Vol/Folio LR0310600417

Plan/Reserve P020671/ R43932
GPS -32.17321751, 116.0188847

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 18959
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Historic Site
Original Use Industrial/Manufacturing - Winery
Current Use Vacant/Unused
Other Use -

Richon Vineyards Site
Previous Place No.:  019

Place No.:  094
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1901
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place comprises all that remains of the former Richon Vineyards, part of a broader site that has been 
subdivided for residential development. The landform slopes east-west to a low point along the length of the 
site, through which a narrow creek runs. The site is bounded by fencing of residential subdivisions to the 
north and south, and Richon Heights to the west and east. The site includes broken concrete remnants, brick 
rubble, and a stone contour channel. A memorial cross which reads, “Gimpy 13-01-89 – 19-06-07” is located 
to the centre of the site, under a mature tree.  

A shallow stone-lined channel, approximately 1 metre wide, extends north from the dam for approximately 
100 metres. 

Condition Poor
Integrity Low
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 12/12/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

In 1901, J. Marian, with his nephew Anton, planted a vineyard on the gently sloping hills on the upper side 
of the Bunbury Road.  This property was known locally as the ‘Slavonian Vineyard’ and, later, as ‘Marian’s 
Vineyard’.  In 1905, the vineyard produced 1,000 gallons of wine, increasing to 8,000 gallons in 1912.  A 
cellar was built in 1906, but this was destroyed by fire in 1914.  However, it was rebuilt and extended soon 
after.  

Richon Vineyards was the name chosen by G.V. McCarthy- who purchased the property in 1919.  
McCarthy's first wife was Jewish . She passed away in France where they both lived post WWI. Upon 
returning to Australia, McCarthy  renamed the vineyard in honour of his wife. Richon or Rishon le Zion 
(meaning, ‘first in Zion’) is a City in Israel (formerly Palestine) which had a vineyard financed by Baron 
Edmund de Rothschild c1886. ANZAC troops had a camp in Richon le Zion during WWI.1

The 2008 Municipal Heritage Inventory notes a broken remnant of a concrete foundation for a wine press, 
brick rubble from former buildings, and a former cellar toward the centre of the subdivision.

Previous Place No.:  019
Place No.:  094

549549



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

The concrete foundation was noted to be a pile of rubble distinguished by its laterite pebble aggregate mixed 
with a large volume of cement (as opposed to other broken pieces of concrete in the vicinity, which have 
blue-metal aggregate) and was located to the north of the Chateau Court cul-de-sac, near the fence line 
of adjacent residences.  Areas of brick rubble were located further east, up the rise of the creek bed, and 
included some bricks stamped with ‘Coombe’ (most likely from the Coombe & Co steam brickworks operating 
in Armadale and managed by Albert Cornish -33), and various other building artifacts such as pieces of 
corrugated iron and sash weights (from windows).  At the top of the rise, a stone dam was constructed across 
the creek. Further north, where the reserve nears Treecrest Gardens, a large Plane tree also associated with 
the Richon property continues to grow.

1     Jeffrey Green, 2019.

Historic Theme Occupations: Horticulture

Associations • J. Marian, Anton Marian, G.V. McCarthy
• Baron Edmund de Rothschild

Sources • Memorial cross on site
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Richon Vineyards Site has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has historic value as one of the earliest vineyards established in the district, and is associated 
with J. Marian and Anton Marian.

• The place has scientific value for its potential to yield archaeological material and information about the 
remaining built features that demonstrate the function and arrangement of the former vineyard.

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

Previous Place No.:  019
Place No.:  094
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Memorial cross west of the site.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

Stone contour channel to the east of the site.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Memorial cross west of the site.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

Stone contour channel to the east of the site.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

Previous Place No.:  019
Place No.:  094
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Armadale Brickworks Quarry (fmr) 

SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address Lot 21 Harrison Road
Locality Mount Richon
Landgate PIN 1153532
Land Information Lot 21 Vol/Folio 206100852

Diagram D090004
GPS -32.15778377, 116.0197971

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 15743
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings State Register of Heritage Places - Permanent Entry 01/06/2007

PLACE TYPE Historic site
Original Use Mining - Other
Current Use Vacant / Unused
Other Use -

Previous Place No.:  001
Place No.:  095
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The former quarry is sited on the northern side of Bedfordale Hill Road with its entrance along Harrison Road. 
It is fully fenced with access at this point. The former shale quarry is characterised by a tall and wide expanse 
of exposed bare rubble and rock face, with bush vegetation, including scrub, grass and eucalyptus trees at 
its base and ridge.  

The former quarry is currently closed to the public and steel mesh fencing has been erected to prevent 
access. Signage on the mesh fencing provides notice to the public to keep out and that the site is dangerous 
due to the risk of cliff edges, falling rocks and falling trees.

Condition Good
Integrity Medium
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 20/09/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The following information has been extracted from the State Register of Heritage Places, Permanent Entry 
Documentation: 

The Armadale Brickworks was developed in 1902, using the shale from a deposit on the western edge of the 
Darling Range.  As this shale was quarried, a large pit was formed, which is still extant.  As the depth of the 
quarry increased, a technique was developed to reach and transport the lower level deposits.  A tunnel was 
cut from the bottom of the quarry (under Bunbury Road), through which shale was transported on rail trucks, 
to the brickworks below.  These trucks were hitched to a continuous loop of cable, which circled around a 
wheel head in a wooden loft at the kilns.  

The Geological Society of Australia was reported as mentioning the quarry as ‘one of the most important 
geological monuments in the country’.1 A 1979 report of the Geological Society of Australia WA Division 
recommended that Armadale Shale Quarry be nominated as a Geological Monument.2

The quarry was the first geological site in Australia to be zoned as a ‘Reserve for Organised Geological 
Study and Tuition’ by a local government authority.3 The quarry has been used as a teaching site for geology 
students since at least 1939.

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1901-2
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

Previous Place No.:  001
Place No.:  095
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In 1995, the Federal Government funded a project to protect the heritage value of the quarry through a 
provision of pathways, secure fencing and shelter. From the following year, a community group, ‘Friends of 
the Armadale Shale Quarry’, took on maintenance of the quarry, with some funding from Alcoa to manage
vegetation in the quarry. School art classes have visited the place, The State Emergency Services have used 
it to conduct training exercises for volunteers, and at least one contemporary Aboriginal dancer, Prassic, has 
used ochre collected at the quarry in stage make-up.4

In 2003, the place was a managed landscape used for educational and recreational purposes. In February 
2004, all remnants of the associated brickworks factory, at the Dale Cottage Retirement Village, were 
removed. The headframe tower structure and other elements removed from the factory site have been stored 
and may be used for interpretation at a later date.

The 2008 update to the City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory noted that the tunnel was still 
accessible from Bunbury Road.

In 2007 the Armadale Brickworks Quarry was included as a Permanent Entry in the State Register of Heritage 
Places. 

Although the former quarry has been closed to the public for a number of years due to safety concerns, some 
university groups have been allowed limited access to the site for educational purposes.

1             Unsourced, undated newspaper article in HCWA file P15743.
2           T.C. Lemmon et.al., Important Geological Sites in the Perth and Southwestern Areas of Western Australia, Geological Society of Australia WA 
Division, Perth, 1979, .p.128. on HCWA file PD15743.
3             T.C. Lemmon, p.128. It is not known when this zoning was made.
4             Swan Newsletter, May 2001, p.2.

Historic Theme Occupations: Mining
Occupations: Manufacturing & processing
Why and How People Settled: Workers

Associations Dale Cottages
Sources • Heritage Council of WA Permanent Entry

• Heritage Council of WA Assessment Documentation
• City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.:  001
Place No.:  095
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Armadale Brickworks Quarry (fmr), a shale quarry in the Darling Scarp above the site of the former 
Armadale Brickworks factory, including part of the tunnel through which the haulage tramline extended to the 
factory, has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• the place supplied shale between 1901 and 1929 for one of the earliest, and possibly the first, brickworks in 
Western Australia to manufacture pressed shale bricks and provides tangible evidence of this historically 
important industrial activity which developed in the Perth region;

• the place is of geological interest for its display of the Cardup Series of shale formations, including 
stromatolites, and has been used as an educational site for more than 60 years;

• the place, together with the brickworks it supplied, provided employment for a large number of local men 
and was an important social and economic influence in the town’s development;

• the quarry and brickworks operation was owned by land and finance agent Sir Thomas Coombe, and by 
builder and contractor Robert Oswald Law, both of whom were prominent figures in Western Australia 
during the early 20th Century;

• the place has value as a research and teaching site with the potential to yield information relating to the 
history of brick making processes in Western Australia, particularly showing the beginning processes 
relating to the manufacture of pressed shale-blend bricks;

• bricks produced with shale from the place have played a significant part in determining the character of 
Perth’s suburbs; and,

• the place is a landmark cultural feature in the Darling Scarp, visible from the western approaches to 
Armadale.

The head frame tower structure and other elements removed from the associated brickworks factory site 
have been stored and may be used for interpretation at a later date.

Aesthetic Value The quarry provides tangible evidence of an historically important industrial
activity that occurred on the associated brickworks factory site between 
1901 and 1929. Armadale Brickworks is believed to have been the first 
brickworks in Western Australia to use shale for the manufacture of bricks, 
and established a precedent for this specialisation. (Criterion 2.1) Bricks 
produced at the associated brickworks factory using shale from Armadale 
Brickworks Quarry (fmr) have played a significant part in determining the 
character of Perth’s suburbs. Output from the brickworks factory was greater 
than from any other brickworks in Western Australia in the early years of 
the twentieth century, and consequently a substantial proportion of the 
characteristic red brick houses constructed in Perth’s western and southern 
suburbs during this period were built of bricks originating from this factory.  
(Criterion 2.1)

Previous Place No.:  001
Place No.:  095
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The original owner of the place was Frederick Saw, who had the first shop in 
Armadale and was the first secretary of the local Roads
Board. The founder of the business, Thomas Coombe, was a land and
financial agent in Perth and was later knighted. The longest owner of the
works, Robert Oswald Law, was a contractor and businessman of great
prominence in Western Australia during the earlier part of the 20th century. 
(Criterion 2.3) 

Historic Value This place is associated with the original Armadale Brickworks and has 
historic value as the shale material from this site was used to make the 
bricks, which were used in the construction of many homes in the area.

Scientific Value The place has scientific value as a geological site, and is believed to have 
been identified by the Geological Society of Australia (WA) in 1979 as one of 
the most significant geological sites in the metropolitan area.

Social Value Armadale Brickworks Quarry (fmr) is an important part of the communal 
memory of local residents, having played a significant role in the social and 
economic development of the area as a major employer, with its associated 
brickworks factory, from c.1900 to 1930. (Criterion 4.1) The quarry makes 
an important contribution to the community’s sense of place as physical 
evidence of the early history of the site, and of the district. (Criterion 4.2) 

Rarity Armadale Brickworks Quarry (fmr) provided shale for the first brickworks in
Western Australia to make pressed shale blend bricks, which was one of few 
in the State to specialise in this form of brickmaking. (Criterion 5.2)

Representativeness Armadale Brickworks Quarry (fmr) is representative of the co-location of 
quarry and brickworks to exploit the deposits of shale found in the Darling 
escarpment east and southeast of Perth, and set a precedent for brick-
making in the area (Criteria 6.1 & 6.2)

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

Previous Place No.:  001
Place No.:  095
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Fenced at entry off Harrison Road.
Source: SCA 20/09/2018

Signage on steel mesh fencing.
Source: SCA 20/09/2019

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008 Quarry wall.
Source: SHO, taken by Karmen Grzetic 
12/03/2007

Previous Place No.:  001
Place No.:  095
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Kelmscott Mine, Neerigen Brook Mine, Forbes’ Shaft
Street Address Lot 49 Summit View
Locality Mount Richon
Landgate PIN 11057346
Land Information Lot 49 Vol/Folio LR0313000042

Plan/Reserve P033541, R 46948
GPS -32.16317314, 116.0234317

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 15263
Previous AMHI 2003, 2008
Other Listings State Register of Heritage Places - Permanent Entry 09/09/2003

PLACE TYPE Historic site
Original Use Mining - Other
Current Use Vacant / Unused
Other Use -

Cole’s Shaft
Previous Place No.:  003

Place No.:  096
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Cole’s Shaft constitutes a vertical shaft, approximately 10 metres deep, located amongst scrub and trees 
near the top of Bedfordale Hill, not far from the northwest boundary of the lot.  The shaft is characterised 
by a mullock heap of broken quartz and granite, which has been covered with a galvanised metal grille and 
viewing platform.  The platform is entirely trafficable, with a trapdoor and ladder providing limited access to 
the bottom of the shaft, and a safety rail along the bank and above the shaft.

Condition Good
Integrity Low
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 06/10/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The following information has been extracted from the State Register of Heritage Places, Permanent Entry 
Documentation: 

The following information has been extracted from the State Register of Heritage Places, Permanent Entry 
Documentation: Cole’s Shaft, first sunk in 1846-7, is a vertical mineshaft about 10 metres in depth on the 
western face of Bedfordale Hill in the Darling Range.  In August 1846, a public meeting was held in Perth, 
and a committee appointed to organize the formation of a company to systematically investigate the mineral 
resources of the colony.  In October 1846, the prospecting efforts of Thomas Gilman and Samuel Duffield 
were successful, the pair having discovered promising lead deposits in the Darling Range, a short distance 
south of Neerigen Brook on land owned by John Adams and Thomas Middleton. 

After news broke of the discovery of a coal seam on the Irwin River located during explorations in 1846 by 
the Gregory brothers, a further 1,000 shares in the W.A. Mining Co. were taken up, allowing it to commence 
operations in earnest.  The committee began negotiations for the importation of mining expertise from South 
Australia, eventually engaging a qualified mineralogist, Dr Ferdinand von Sommer, and a mine foreman 
named Thomas, to proceed to Western Australia for a six-month term.  At the end of November 1846, two 
members of the W.A. Mining Co. accompanied Gilman and Duffield to their find.  The subsequent report of 
this was so encouraging that the company paid the prospectors a £20 reward and made arrangements with 
the relevant landowners to enable them to commence mining operations immediately.

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1846 to 1847
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

Previous Place No.:  003
Place No.:  096
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The negotiations to acquire the land surrounding the find resulted in the purchase of 50 acres of Canning 
Location 31 from Adams and Middleton for £62-10-0.  Additional mineral discovery to the south of the area 
resulted in the purchase from the government, for £159-0-0, of Canning Location 24, 160 acres adjoining the
south boundary of the 50-acre block.  J.W. Gregory superintended the initial mining work from 4 December 
1846 until the arrival of Dr von Sommer, and miners sent from Perth were engaged at 6 shillings per day, with
rations provided.  The operation started on the lead lode was known as the ‘Kelmscott Mine’ or ‘Cole’s Shaft’, 
after Henry Laroche Cole, one of the shareholders of the mining company.
On 26 December 1846, the Perth Gazette announced that copper had been found amongst the lead ore, 
while the deepening of Cole’s Shaft was temporarily abandoned in favour of putting down another shaft 
nearby.  Under the direction of Thomas, this was excavated to a depth of about 14 metres, with few mineral 
indications in the quartz vein being followed.  Various other costeens and trenches were opened out, before 
operations resumed in Cole’s Shaft, which eventually reached a depth of about 9 metres, with encouraging 
prospects of improving yields.

After the expiry of Thomas and von Sommer’s contracts with the WA Mining Co., the work at Cole’s Shaft was 
carried on under the management of Edward Forbes.  Twelve months after the formation of the company, 
Forbes reported that, although delays had been experienced due to winter rains filling the shaft, the mineral 
indicators were improving.  By December 1847, Cole’s Shaft was 32 feet (9.7 metres) deep, and was then 
squared, to enable the vein to be followed in its underlay.  Although another call for funds was made upon 
shareholders, interest in further deepening Cole’s Shaft appears to have waned for a time thereafter, while 
the company pursued other mineral discoveries.  

Joseph Batt was contracted to extend the shaft in 1849, and is reported to have sunk it a further 12 feet 
(3.66 metres) without encouraging results.  In 1854, the local press suggested that the WA Mining Co. was 
considering deepening ‘Forbes’ shaft’ (Cole’s Shaft) near Kelmscott, because assays of the quartz had re-
vealed auriferous properties.  Whether or not any further work was carried out at the site is unknown.  The 
WA Mining Co. was finally wound up in 1906, after it had been 60 years in unregistered existence.

Though there are claims that this former silver/lead mine was WA’s first mining venture in the early 1840s, 
evidence suggests that mining did not begin in earnest until 1869 as part of a series of other mining leases 
along this general area of the scarp.  The mine was worked spasmodically until about 1908-09, when the 
main shaft was over 86 feet deep.  Buildings and equipment were removed a few years later and in 1976 the 
mine-shafts were filled in.  The area around Cole’s Shaft remained unworked for many years.  In 1999, it was 
subdivided into residential lots and later sold.

Previous Place No.:  003
Place No.:  096
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A mounted plaque is located on the viewing platform. It states:

COLE’S MINE SHAFT 

The first metals mine in Western Australia
sunk in December 1848 by the

Western Australian Mining Company
exploring for minerals.

Purchased by the WA Government in 2003

This plaque laid by
ALANNAH MacTIERNAN MLA

Minister for Planning and Infrastructure
23rd April 2003

Historic Theme Occupations: Mining

Associations • Western Australian Mining Company
• Patrick Marmion, Henry Laroche Cole
• Rold Pty Ltd & Dellia Pty Ltd
• Henry Charles Sutherland, William Knight
• Dr Ferdinand von Sommer
• Charles Sholl, George Shenton, George Leake
• Bartholomew Urban Vigors, Robert Habgood

Sources • Heritage Council of Western Australia Permanent Entry
• Mounted plaque on site
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cole’s Shaft (fmr), a vertical mineshaft about 10 metres in depth, has cultural heritage significance for 
the following reasons:

• the place is the earliest extant mining shaft in Western Australia. It illustrates early prospecting activities 
in the Perth area in the depression years of the 1840s, and marks the beginnings of mineral exploration 
and the commencement of the mining industry in Western Australia;

• the place has historic value for its association with the principals and shareholders of the Western 
Australian Mining Company, the first mining company to be formed in the State in September 1846. 
These included Messrs John Septimus Roe, Samuel Moore, Henry Charles Sutherland, Bartholomew 
Urban Vigors, William Knight, Robert Habgood, Charles Sholl, George Shenton, George Leake, Patrick 
Marmion and Henry Laroche Cole, all early Western Australian colonists of great influence, a number of 
whom went on to other successful mining ventures in the State;

• the place is also associated with the German mineralogist, Dr Ferdinand von Sommer, who later became 
the first Government Geologist of WA; and,

• the shaft and its surroundings have potential, as an archaeological site, to yield information regarding 
early mining practices.

Previous Place No.:  003
Place No.:  096
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Aesthetic Value -

Historic Value Cole’s Shaft (fmr) is the earliest extant mining shaft in Western Australia. 
It marks the beginnings of mineral exploration and the commencement of 
mining in Western Australia in the 1840s, an industry that later became and
remains of immense importance to the State. (Criteria 2.2)

Cole’s Shaft (fmr) illustrates early prospecting activities in the Perth area of 
the Swan River Colony in the 1840s, largely as a result of hopes to initiate
prosperity at a time of economic depression. (Criterion 2.2)

Cole’s Shaft (fmr) is associated with the principals and shareholders of the 
Western Australian Mining Company, the first mining company to be formed 
in the State in September 1846. The original Committee of Control consisted 
of Messrs John Septimus Roe, Samuel Moore, Henry Charles Sutherland, 
Bartholomew Urban Vigors, William Knight and Robert Habgood. The 
Secretary was Charles Sholl. Other principals included George Shenton, 
George Leake and Patrick Marmion, all early Western Australian colonists of
great influence. The shaft is thought to have been named after one of the 
shareholders, Henry Laroche Cole, a Perth merchant and later Chairman of
the Perth City Council. (Criterion 2.3)

Cole’s Shaft (fmr) is associated with the German mineralogist, Dr F. von
Sommer, who later became the first Government Geologist of WA in 1847-8.
(Criterion 2.3)

Scientific Value Cole’s Shaft (fmr) is a benchmark site as the first mining shaft to be sunk in 
Western Australia. The shaft and surroundings have the potential to yield
information through archaeological excavation to yield information
regarding early mining practices. (Criterion 3.1)

Social Value -

Rarity Cole’s Shaft (fmr) is the first mining shaft to be sunk in Western Australia.
(Criterion 5.1)

Representativeness Cole’s Shaft (fmr) is representative of a number of shafts put down in the
Darling Range over ensuing years in search of lead, copper, silver and gold.
(Criterion 6.1)

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

Previous Place No.:  003
Place No.:  096
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Metal grille viewing platform looking down into the 
shaft.
Source: SCA 06/10/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  003
Place No.:  096
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Metropolitan Water Supply Board Pump House (fmr) 

SITE INFORMATION
Other Names No. 1 Pump House
Street Address 535 Brookton Highway
Locality Roleystone
Landgate PIN 353547
Land Information Lot 3 Vol/Folio 1916169

Diagram D9733
GPS -32.125431, 116.064878

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database -
Previous AMHI -
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Governmental - Pumping Station
Current Use Unused/Vacant
Other Use -

Place No.:  097
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1955
Walls Brick
Roof Marseille terracotta tile
Architectural Style Post-War 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is a single-storey painted brick and Marseille terracotta tile hip roof building. It is located close to 
the alignment of Brookton Highway and is cut into the site with a retaining wall to the north. Painted timber 
panel doors and the number ‘535’ is on the south elevation to Brookton Highway.  The concrete step to the 
entry  is painted and there is evidence of previous openings to the east elevation. The windows are boarded 
up. Brick sills and exposed timber rafter ends to the eaves are evident. There are terracotta air vents to the 
walls. There are no gutters or downpipes. 

Condition Fair
Integrity Low
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 15/03/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A Royal Commission in 1909 investigated sewerage and stormwater systems for Perth, and the Metropolitan 
Water Supply Sewerage and Drainage Department was formed the following year (1910). Pump stations 
were constructed in Perth and Fremantle from 1913.1  These had significantly more detail than the Roleystone 
building. A 1930s pump station in Victoria Park is also more elaborately styled.

No.1 Pump House was constructed in 1955 by the Metropolitan Water Supply Sewerage and Drainage 
Department (MWSS&DD), four years after plans began. It was one of three pump/tank sites to provide piped 
water to Roleystone. The other two were at Peet Road (No.2) and Raeburn Road (No.3), both of which had 
large tanks associated with them. The pumping network became operational in October 1955.2

No.1 Pump House operated by a suction tank drawing water from the Churchman Broom main. The steep 
pressure gradient that resulted caused problems with the float valve, which was considered by 1957 not the 
best choice for the task. A small break pressure tank was associated with No.1 Pump House. The pumps 
initially installed were inadequate and larger replacements were installed within two years. A second pump 
was added at No.1 Pump House in 1962. In 1969 the two were connected to run in parallel, but continued 
underperformance led to installation of new pumps in 1970.3  Aerial photographs indicate that these changes 
to the machinery did not result in changes to the building.4

Previous Place No.:  -
Place No.:  097
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A 1974 map of Roleystone Water Supply shows 535 Brookton Highway as ‘Tank and Pump Station’, noted 
‘become redundant’. It is not clear if it was already redundant or would become so if other features on the 
map were implemented. The map showed a main pipeline through Roleystone, with four existing pumping 
stations and/or tanks (one marked ‘temporary’) and four proposed pumps/ tanks. Although marked as 
including a tank, aerial photographs from 1965 to 1985 show no tank on site at 535 Brookton Highway, 
suggesting it was a small structure or included within the pump house building. Other than the tank on 
Raeburn Road opposite Parkin Road, which was removed in 1983, all other sites marked on the 1972 map 
retain tanks and pump buildings.5

City of Armadale records indicate the Pump House was decommissioned in 1985.6 It was subsequently used 
as a club house for Roleystone Scouts.7

1             HCWA, P03298 Low Level Sewage Pumping Stations No.s 1 & 2, Perth, Assessment Documentation, March 2006
2               MWSS&DD, Pump Stations – Water – Maintenance and Operation – “R” Testing and Maintenance for Roleystone Pumping Plant, 1970, SRO  AU          
WA S83- cons6755 1970/584371; MWSS&DD, Pump Stations – Water – Construction – “R” Roleystone Pumping Station No.1 Working File, 1954-1957, 
SRO AU WA S83- cons6733 1961/581671
3             MWSS&DD, Pump Stations – Water – Maintenance and Operation – “R” Testing and Maintenance for Roleystone Pumping Plant, 1970, SRO AU 
WA S83- cons6755 1970/584371; MWSS&DD, Pump Stations – Water – Construction – “R” Roleystone Pumping Station No.1 Working File, 1954-1957, 
SRO AU WA S83- cons6733 1961/581671
4             Aerial photographs, 1965-1985, Landgate Mapviewer, https://maps.landgate.wa.gov.au/maps-landgate/registered/
5             LJP (sic), ‘Roleystone Water Supply’ (map), 1974, Birtwistle LSC
6             Information provided by Birtwistle LSC, 5 April 20197            
7             Nominator’s information

Historic Theme Outside Influences: Infrastructure

Associations Metropolitan Water Supply Sewerage and Drainage Department

Sources -

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Metropolitan Water Supply Board Pump House (fmr), a single storey Post-War has cultural 
heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has historic value as one of three pump houses that provided piped water to Roleystone 
from 1955 to c.1970s. 

• The place has social value as it is valued by the community as a club house for Roleystone Scouts 
after it was decommissioned.

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

Previous Place No.:  -
Place No.:  097

566



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Brick sills and windows to the east elevation.
Source: SCA 15/03/2019

Evidence of previous openings to the east elevation.
Source: SCA 15/03/2019

Timber rafters and fascia below Marseille tiles.
Source: SCA 15/03/2019

Evidence of previous fixings to the front facade.
Source: SCA 15/03/2019

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

1970 sketch map of the water supply system that 
shows where the original pumps/ tanks were.
Source: State Records Office of Western Australia

Previous Place No.:  -
Place No.:  097
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 538 Brookton Highway
Locality Roleystone
Landgate PIN 353583
Land Information Lot 22 Vol/Folio 176200614

Diagram D036899
GPS -32.12599164, 116.0651681

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 03562
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings State Register of Heritage Places - Permanent Entry 17/07/2015; 

The National Trust of Australia (WA) - 1995

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Institutional Housing
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use Commercial - Office or Administration Building

Darjeeling
Previous Place No.:  082

Place No.:  098
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1925 to 1929
Walls Timber weatherboard
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Inter-War Old English 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is set below the level of Brookton Highway, and the site is slopes to the south. The place is a 
split-level timber framed weatherboard and corrugated steel building, with a symmetrical form. A pair of 
projecting gables are located on either side of a central verandah with square timber posts.  The gable bays 
have decorative timber bargeboards and panelling typical of the Inter-War Old English style of architecture. 
The upper-storey of the south elevation has large glass panels with a view of the garden and valley beyond. 
There is a weatherboard clad lean-to to the east. The lower level has masonry walls with ivy covering parts 
of the east and west elevations of the residence. The place also has tall face brick chimneys, timber framed 
casement windows, and timber framed French doors. 

The mature gardens and plantings on the property contribute to its picturesque setting. A limestone fence 
covered in ivy is located north of the residence. There is a simple timber framed shed located to the east of 
the place. 

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 12/11/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

This building was designed by Subiaco architects, Bownass and West, and was constructed in the period 
1925-29.  It was built for Mrs Dargen, and used initially as a guesthouse.  It was used during the Second 
World War as an adjunct children’s home by the Queens Park-based Sister Kate’s Home for part Aboriginal 
children.  It is also believed that Dr. Noel Colyer, who practiced part-time in Armadale from 1947, and full-
time there from 1955, as the town’s first permanent resident doctor, practised here twice a week during this 
period.  Later, ‘Darjeerling’ was adapted with a self-contained flat on the lower level.  In recent times, the 
place was restored by owner, Patrick Weir.

Previous Place No.:  082
Place No.:  098
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Three mounted plaques are located under the front verandah. The mounted plaque by the City of Armadale 
states:

HISTORIC SITE

Darjeeling

Built c1930 in the English Arts and Craft style.
Reputed to be the largest domestic structure
made entirely of Jarrah. Designed as a guest
house, it became an adjunct to Sister Kate’s 

Home in the 1930s.
During the 1940s it again operated 

as a guest house and the authoress
Ernestine Hill spent

time there.

The mounted plaque by the National Trust states:

NATIONAL TRUST

CLASSIFIED

DARJEELING

CONSTRUCTED 1931
CLASSIFIED ON 3 JULY 1995

The third plaque was mounted by the Art Deco Society of WA. It states:

THIS BUILDING
HAS BEEN GRANTED

THE
HERITAGE AWARD

OF THE
ART DECO SOCIETY

OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA
SUPPORTED BY

THE NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA (WA)

FOR OUTSTANDING CONSERVATION AND
RESTORATION

OF AN ART DECO HERITAGE PLACE

Previous Place No.:  082
Place No.:  098
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The building is also used as a real estate sales office, dating back to 2009. Previously located in the gallery, 
the office was relocated to the western portion of the building between 2017 and 2018.

In November 2014 a Certificate of Completion was issued after the construction of a new patio on the 
property.

Darjeeling was entered in the Register of Heritage Places on a permanent basis in July 2015 following a 
Heritage Assessment by the Department of Planning Lands and Heritage in November 2013.

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities 
Occupations: Hospitality & tourism

Associations • Bownass & West - Architects
• Mrs. Dargen - Original owner
• Sister Kate’s - Previous occupant
• Dr. Noel Colyer - Previous occupant

Sources • Mounted plaque by the City of Armadale
• Mounted plaque by the National Trust
• Mounted plaque by the Art Deco Society of WA
• City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Darjeeling, Roleystone, a substantial timber and corrugated iron residence and guest house in the Inter 
War Old English style, set into mature, informal gardens, has cultural heritage significance for the following 
reasons:

• the place demonstrates the development of Roleystone as a nature-based retreat from Perth in 
response to the changing settlement patterns and growing economy;

• the place is a rare and good representative example of the Interwar Old English style, demonstrating 
an innovative design in response to its local environment and retaining external and internal detailing, 
including gable roofs, tall chimneys, casement windows, imitation half timbering, jettying and arts & 
craft style inglenook fireplace;

• the place is associated with the relocation of children from Perth during World War II, and is associated 
with Sister Kate Clutterbuck’s cottage homes system for Aboriginal children of mixed descent which 
operated under the government policy of assimilation;

• the place is a rare example of an historic guest house, and continues to operate as a family residence 
that offers private accommodation; and,

• the place is associated with Australian author Ernestine Hill, whose works contributed to the popular 
cultural view of Australia’s outback 

Modern structures attached to the building are not considered to be of heritage significance.

Previous Place No.:  082
Place No.:  098
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Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Central front verandah with timber framed French 
doors and jarrah decking.
Source: SCA 12/11/2018

Projecting gable flanking the central verandah clad 
in weatherboard featuring decorative bargeboards.
Source: SCA 12/11/2018

Masonry elements and mature ivy covering to the 
west.
Source: SCA 12/11/2018

Double-storey south elevation with large glass 
panes to the upper-storey.
Source: SCA 12/11/2018

Previous Place No.:  082
Place No.:  098
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Face brick chimney with terracotta pot.
Source: SCA 12/11/2018

Extensive garden to the south of the residence.
Source: SCA 12/11/2018

Mounted plaque by the City of Armadale under the 
front verandah.
Source: SCA 12/11/2018

Mounted plaques by the National Trust and Art 
Deco Society of WA under the front verandah.
Source: SCA 12/11/2018

Limestone fence facing facing Brookton Highway.
Source: SCA 11/07/2018

Limestone fence covered in ivy facing Brookton 
Highway.
Source: SCA 11/07/2018

Previous Place No.:  082
Place No.:  098
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  082
Place No.:  098
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 539 Brookton Highway
Locality Roleystone
Landgate PIN 353545
Land Information Lot 4 Vol/Folio 174400746

Diagram D009733
GPS -32.12502767, 116.0653061

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 18980
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use -

Bannow
Previous Place No.:  077

Place No.:  099
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1940
Walls Face brick
Roof Terracotta tile
Architectural Style Inter-War Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The site faces Brookton Highway to the south and slopes from north to south. The front to Brookton Highway 
contains formal plantings with mature trees located to the west. Ringlock fencing is located on the south and 
west boundary, with a metal gate to the west leading to a bitumen driveway.

The place is a single-storey brick residence with hip and gable roof and incorporates a return timber framed 
verandah and northern lean-to. A face brick chimney is located to the southwest of the roof. The house has 
a Dutch gable to the front elevation. Timber posts and balustrade with simple detailing and timber latticework 
are located to the verandah. The building is raised on stumps with timber lattice cladding to the underfloor 
area. The building is face brick with rendered quoining, and painted timber framed windows and entry door 
to the south. The house is set within a large landscaped garden that includes mature deciduous trees. 

Condition Good
Integrity Medium
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 11/07/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Built c.1940 for Mrs Rae Welsh.  The place was named ‘Bannow’ by the second owner, Wilfred Bettenay.  
Wilfred lost his leg in France, during the war, and recuperated in an English hospital called Bannow.  When 
Wilfred was repatriated home, local residents planted an orchard on his land at Roleystone to provide a living 
for him and his family.  Wilfred then named the orchard ‘Bannow’, and when he retired, he transferred the 
name to this house on Brookton Highway. 

In December 2009 a Building Licence was issued for the construction of a proposed carport.

A Certificate of Design Compliance was issued upon completion of a patio on the property in March 2013 
following a Building Permit.

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities

Associations Bettenay family

Sources • Community Heritage Advisory Committee - M. Bettenay
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.:  077
Place No.:  099
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Bannow has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value  as  a simple weatherboard and steel cottage constructed in the Inter-
War period, with a distinctive symmetrical form, a wide timber verandah, and timber framed doors and 
windows.

• The place has historic value as it is associated with the original occupant, Mrs Rae Welsh, and with the 
Bettenay family, particularly W.G. Bettenay, who is believed to have named the place after a hospital in 
England.

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

South elevation facing Brookton Highway.
Source: SCA 11/07/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  077
Place No.:  099
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Community Hall, Roleystone Hall (fmr) 
Street Address 587 Brookton Highway
Locality Roleystone
Landgate PIN 1349488
Land Information Lot 112 Vol/Folio 221700396

Plan/Diagram P025492
GPS -32.12528286, 116.070325

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 00101
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings The National Trust of Australia (WA) - 1998

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Social/Recreational – Other Community Hall/Centre
Current Use Social/Recreational – Other Community Hall/Centre
Other Use -

Roleystone Theatre Hall
Previous Place No.:  092

Place No.:  100
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1922
Walls Timber weatherboard
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Carpenter Gothic

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is set on higher ground overlooking Brookton Highway, the building itself is cut into the side of the 
hill with stone retaining walls and informal planting around. 

The original hall (1922) is a single-storey timber framed building with painted weatherboard cladding and 
a medium pitched corrugated steel gable roof.  The hall has horizontal timber framed windows and a pair 
of timber panelled doors to the south elevation. An entry extension (post WWII) is attached to the eastern 
side of the original hall, where the current entry stairs are located, while the distinctive fly tower (1975-76) is 
attached to the western side.  A number of single-storey extensions are located to the rear of the original hall 
and fly-tower, dating from the 1970s, 80s and 90s and including the kitchen, toilets, green room, store rooms 
and Act One Bar. The entry is timber framed and clad in weatherboard. The additions to the north were clad 
in a combination of compressed fibre cement weatherboard (HardiPlank), and corrugated steel sheeting.

The fly tower is clad with fibre cement. There is recently constructed steel bracing on the western side of the 
fly tower.

Condition Fair 
Integrity Medium
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 29/05/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

In 1912, the Roleystone Progress Association was formed and in the same year, through community effort, a 
church hall was built on land owned by the Congregational Church.  On completion, the hall was consecrated, 
which meant it could not be used as a venue for entertainment, such as dancing, a use, which some people 
had thought, was its original purpose.  As a result of the Hall’s controversial consecration, disunity was 
created in the community. Roleystone did not have a non-ecclesiastical public venue until a new hall was 
built in 1922, with funds raised by the Roleystone Progress Association.  

Previous Place No.:  092
Place No.:  100
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A mounted plaque by the City of Armadale at the entrance states:

HISTORIC SITE

Roleystone Theatre

Built by F Fancote in 1922 as a
community hall under the auspices

of the Roleystone Progress
Association, the building has played

an important role in the cultural
and social life of Roleystone

and was converted to a theatre
in 1975-6.

The new hall was used for as the venue for the Roleystone district’s community, social and cultural events.  
The first Roleystone Show, concerts, musical evenings, dances and school concerts were held there.  It was 
also used by for the Anglican Sunday School and church services until the Congregational Hall on Brookton 
Highway was built.  In 1933, the Roleystone Choral and Dramatic Society was formed, and the Roleystone 
Hall became the venue for the group’s many productions. 

In 1948, the Hall became the venue for Saturday night movie screenings, organized by Colin Hatfield.  In 
addition, within a short time, an open-air movie theatre was set up next to the Hall, with the audience seated 
in deck chairs, in an area fenced off from the road. In more recent decades, the Roleystone Hall has been 
solely occupied by the Roleystone Theatre Group.  The history of this society follows.

On the 31 March 1967 a meeting was convened in the Roleystone Hall with the purpose of re-activating the 
Roleystone Choral and Dramatic Society, which had more or less been moribund since the middle of the 
1960s.  While there continued to be a small group of theatre enthusiasts resident in Roleystone anxious to 
re-instate the Society, the main motive to re-form was the establishment of the Annual Roleystone Spring 
Festival; a week long series of activities; cultural, social and sporting, involving the whole community.

1970 was to prove a significant year for the Society, which had raised itself from the near oblivion 10 years 
earlier, to become a viable, confident organization, with great expectations of a bright and satisfying future.  
Around the same time, the question of the Society’s name was brought up, with some members feeling 
that the existing name was too long and pretentious, and suggesting a number of alternatives, including, 
‘Roleystone Theatre Group’.  By 1974, the use of the long title on programmes had ceased, although the 
official name remained.

Around this same period, the Society’s executive committee was able to convince the Council authorities 
that, if ‘Old Roleystone Hall’, (this title came into general use, after the new hall in Jarrah Road opened), 
should be developed into a ‘proper’ theatre, and so become the permanent home for the Society’s activities, 
exclusively.  With an influx of funds under the Commonwealth Government’s RED scheme in 1975, the 
Council was able to commence an ambitious and extensive programme to upgrade the Hall.  

Previous Place No.:  092
Place No.:  100
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Despite the inconvenience the extension work created; in particular keeping the membership occupied and 
satisfied, and finding alternative venues for meeting, play readings and workshopping- the theatre group 
was pleased with the development.  In mid 1976 a larger, remodelled and restyled, ‘Roleystone Theatre’ was 
re-opened.

Further upgrading of the Theatre’s facilities was still needed, however, and the local Council agreed to fund 
the building of a new foyer, a much needed amenity.  This was completed in 1978.  Temporary portable 
tiered seating was made for the auditorium, new curtains adorned the proscenium, and the theatre’s lighting 
system was completely overhauled.  In the same year, the need for a storage shed at the back of the theatre 
to store theatre property and flats was discussed, finally being built until 1980.

Improvements to the building’s facilities continued to be a major concern, however.  To this end, the foyer was 
made more functional by the construction of a small kitchen/kiosk extension, also in 1980.  A suggestion to 
construct an orchestra pit was raised in 1982.  This meant cutting out the section of the flooring immediately 
in front of the stage, and lowering it to ground level (possible, since the building was raised on stumps).  
Permission to carry out the work was given by the Council and, through the hard work of theatre volunteers, 
the job was completed in late May 1982.  

Obtaining funds for more extensive improvements to the theatre was an ongoing problem.  In 1983, the 
Theatre executive prepared a submission to the Government Arts Council for $30,000 from Lottery Grants 
to upgrade the Theatre’s facilities.  This was to finance major upgrading and reconstruction and was to be 
carried out in 3 stages:

PHASE I: $10,000 Permanent tiered seat for the auditorium.

PHASE II: $11,000 Construction of a bio box and new lighting controls.

PHASE III: $9,000 Construction of a Green Room, with provision for separate male and female dressing 
facilities.

In November 1983, $9,800 was received from the Lotteries Commission, which enabled work on Phase I to 
start.  The Theatre group added a further $1,000, to allow the Hall to be jacked up and brickwork placed, to 
level the sagging floor, along the south side of the auditorium.  At the same time, a new exit was built in the 
south wall of the Theatre, and a brick ramp constructed for improved access.

Planning for the construction of the bio box began towards the end of 1984, and it was completed in May 
1985. Improvements of the theatre’s lighting and wiring system were undertaken during 1985-1986. In 1986, 
the Council was able to fund the installation of a 24-channel dimmer system.

Phase III of the Theatre’s upgrading was started towards the end of 1987.  The area between the old kitchen, 
the make-up and dressing rooms, and the corrugated shed (which doubled as prop storage and dressing 
room) was enclosed, to produce a ‘Green Room’.  The existing corrugated iron shed was re-modelled, and 
flooring installed, and this became the men’s and women’s dressing rooms.  

Previous Place No.:  092
Place No.:  100
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Incorporation of the Society was achieved on 21 November 1985, the process having taken two years to 
complete.  In October the following year, the constitution was amended so that the name, the ‘Roleystone 
Choral and Dramatic Society’, was replaced by, the ‘Roleystone Theatre’. 

The Theatre’s executive committee continued planning to improve the facilities and amenities of the building.  
In 1991, the outside toilets at the back of the theatre were demolished, and replaced by a new facility, which 
included provision for disabled patrons.  Around the same time, a new and enlarged kitchen/kiosk area was 
built off the foyer, and fans and heaters were installed in the auditorium.  Soon after, the ‘Act One Bar’ was 
opened.  In early 1992, the foyer’s interior was repainted and the carpet replaced.

Profits from the shows (in 1991 there were six) were consistently high during this time, and a bank loan 
of $15,000 was raised to fund the building of the toilet block and kitchen, with the Council also providing 
$17,000 in matching funds.  The bank loan was repaid within six months. 

In 1993, a room was constructed to accommodate the Theatre’s (now considerable) collection of costumes.  
Plans were also drawn up for the construction of a new entrance to the Theatre.  In addition, negotiations 
were commenced with the Council, for a lease, which would give effective responsibility for the building, to 
the Theatre’s members.

In 1993, the Roleystone Theatre celebrated 60 years of existence by hosting the State One-Act Drama 
Festival.  Twenty-two amateur theatre groups presented a total of thirty-six plays over a 12-night period from 
26 September 1993, in a very successful event. 

A Conservation Study for the Roleystone Theatre was undertaken by Parry and Rosenthal Architects for 
the City of Armadale. The study was published in September 2000. In September 2009 another report was 
issued, the Final Asbestos Register was prepared by AECOM for the City of Armadale.

The Theatre has been maintained consistently over a number of years. According to an Electrical Certificate, 
electrical maintenance and a number of light fixture replacements were carried out in January 2010. The 
Theatre Hall has also consistently been monitored for termite damage between May 2008 and 2011 with 
Timber Pest Inspection Reports identifying the building at high risk, except in 2010 where the risk was 
reported to be low.

In September 2011 a Requisition for Materials/Services was issued for the installation of new roofing elements 
at the Theatre. A Building Permit was issued also issued in November 2013 for internal alterations including 
the refurbishment of the floor, orchestra pit and addition of balustrades to the cat walk.

The Roleystone Theatre Hall is currently closed. This decision was made following a routine building 
maintenance inspection in February 2018, where a number of structural issues were observed and it was 
deemed necessary to close the theatre to ensure the safety of the public. The City has since installed bracing 
to support the theatre’s fly tower and commissioned a structural report on the building. The report was 
presented to Council in August 2018 and concluded that significant structural rectification works are required 
in order for the building to be fit for any purpose.

Previous Place No.:  092
Place No.:  100
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In December 2018 Council considered a report on the future of the Roleystone Theatre and decided the 
following:

• Commit to the reopening of the Roleystone Theatre for occupation and use.
• Proceed with finalising a design that reflects the current scale, noting:
       - The main hall is to be repaired; and
       - Flytower to be restored or replaced; and
       - Other areas of the building to be rebuilt to similar sizes at current standards.
• Consider and seek funding sources in preparation for consideration as part of the 2019/20 budget.
• Consider user arrangements that support the Roleystone Theatre Group as a primary tenant but 

considers opportunities for others.
• Commission a heritage assessment and impact statement.
• Commit to the use of Roleystone Hall by the Roleystone Theatre Group until such time that the Roleystone 

Theatre is reopened.
• Assess the scheduling and funding of the theatre redevelopment as part of the 2019/20 budget process.

Historic Theme Social & Civic Activities: Community services & utilities
Social & Civic Activities: Sport, recreation & entertainment

Associations Roleystone Choral & Dramatic Society
Roleystone Theatre Inc (1974)

Sources • Mounted plaque by the City of Armadale
• Roleystone Theatre Conservation Study by Parry & Rosenthal 

Architects, September 2000. DPLH
• City of Armadale property database

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Roleystone Theatre Hall has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as an example of the Federation Carpenter Gothic style of architecture. 
Its style, scale and colour of the building, particularly the original hall and fly tower, coupled with the 
elevated location and surrounding bushland, make the place a recognisable landmark. The Roleystone 
Hall (now theatre) was typical of a community hall built by community funds and used for a variety of 
social community events in the early to mid 1900s, particularly those constructed in semi-rural areas.

• The place has historic value as it is associated with the Roleystone Theatre Inc, which was formed in 
1933 and continues to operate from the venue. The place is also associated with John Buckingham and 
Fred Fancote, who built the original Roleystone Hall and who were both prominent community members 
in the district.

• The place has social value as a long-standing venue for entertainment and social functions, and continues 
to be used for this purpose. The place is one of a few small theatre groups to have remained performing 
at its original location since the 1930s and to have purpose-built areas to facilitate the performance of a 
wider range of productions.
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Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable 

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Timber panelled doors on the entry extension on 
the south elevation.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

Mounted City of Armadale plaque to the entrance 
facing south.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

Timber weatherboard to the original hall.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

Corrugated steel sheeting to the extensions on the 
north.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

Previous Place No.:  092
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Weatherboards (HardiPlank) to the extensions to 
the north and west.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

Profiled steel sheeting to the west elevation of the 
fly tower.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

Fly tower with steel I-beams, tie rods and cross 
bracing with additional steel supports.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008 Source: AMHI 2008
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Domestic Orchard Trees

SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 316 Canning Mills Road and 33 Tower Road
Locality Roleystone
Landgate PIN 353475, 353474
Land Information Lot 1239 and 1214 Vol/Folio 1934231

Plan/Diagram P2060825
GPS -32.101434, 116.045878

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database -
Previous AMHI -
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Landscape
Original Use Farming/Pastoral - Other
Current Use Residential - Single-storey residence
Other Use -

Place No.:  101
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date -
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

There are mature orchard trees visible from the street of 316 Canning Mills Road and 33 Tower Road.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 15/03/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The climate and soil of the hills provides good conditions for productive vines, fruit and nut trees. From the 
colonial period, residents of the district established thriving productive gardens, although prior to the railway 
fruit growing was not commercially viable. By the early twentieth century, fruit was a major local industry and 
the Progress Association’s pruning competitions attracted visitors from the Perth suburbs.1 

In earlier periods, it was standard for Western Australians to have productive domestic gardens wherever 
possible. While on the plains, fruit trees became less common as suburbia took hold, hills residential 
development often retained larger blocks and domestic orchards remained common. Many gardens, 
particularly in Roleystone, retain relatively old productive trees and the presence of domestic fruit trees has 
become part of the character of the district.2 

1             Carter & Carter, pp.98-99, 111, 122
2             Nomination information

Historic Theme Occupations: Horticulture

Associations -

Sources -

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Domestic Orchard Trees has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has social and historic significance as they are representative of the relatively old productive 
trees and the presence of domestic fruit trees within the Armadale municipality.

Place No.:  101
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Management Category 4
Level of Significance Little

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Orchard trees on 316 Canning Mills Road.
Source: SCA 15/03/2019

Orchard trees on 33 Tower Road.
Source: SCA 15/03/2019

Place No.:  101
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 283 Chevin Road
Locality Roleystone
Landgate PIN 213218
Land Information Lot 220 Vol/Folio 156000239

Diagram D058719
GPS -32.09700252, 116.0767206

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04718
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Farming/Pastoral - Homestead
Current Use Farming/Pastoral - Homestead
Other Use -

Bangup
Previous Place No.:  076

Place No.:  102
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1904
Walls Timber
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is a single-storey timber framed weatherboard and corrugated steel residence, set below road 
level amongst mature trees, vegetation and rocks.  The building has a sprawling rectilinear form, which 
is partly raised on stumps, to accommodate the sloping site, and features a medium-pitched hipped roof 
and tall masonry chimneys.  Timber framed verandah encircle the building on all sides, incorporated under 
the main broken-back hipped roof.  The verandah has square posts, timber floors, and timber criss-cross 
balustrades.  A gable bay projects from the south elevation, which features stucco and timber infill to the 
upper wall, and a fixed awning over the group of timber framed sash windows to this bay.

A number of mature trees are located in close proximity to the residence, including some deciduous trees 
and a prominent pine tree near Chevin Road. A tennis court is located adjacent to the residence.

Condition Good
Integrity Medium
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 21/01/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Henry Buckingham built Bangup House in 1904, the year of his marriage to Lucy Fancote.  The property was 
later occupied by his daughter, Sybil, and his son-in-law, David Gwynne, until it was sold outside the family, in 
1980.  The name ‘Bangup’ was noted by Henry Buckingham in his diary as being the Aboriginal place name 
for the local area and was adopted as the name of this orchard property.

The Buckingham family was prominent in the early history of the Roleystone, Armadale and Kelmscott 
districts, especially in the development of the timber industry and as orchardists.

In June 2011 Planning Approval was granted for a proposed private tennis court on the property.

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities

Associations Buckingham family

Sources • City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.:  076
Place No.:  102
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Bangup has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as an attractive weatherboard and steel homestead building, located 
within a rural setting that includes a number of mature trees, including pine trees along Chevin Road.

• The place has historic value as it is associated with Henry Buckingham, who, with his family, was a 
pioneer of the Roleystone area from 1856 onwards.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Tennis court and windmill to the east of the 
residence.
Source: SCA 21/01/2019

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  076
Place No.:  102
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Roleystone Pool
Street Address Lot 4697 Collins Rd
Locality Roleystone
Landgate PIN 1356758
Land Information Lot 4697 Vol/Folio LR0303100771

Plan/Reserve P026280, R28353
GPS -32.12759878, 116.0672132

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 20082
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Landscape
Original Use Park/Reserve
Current Use Park/Reserve
Other Use -

Roley Pool
Previous Place No.:  089

Place No.:  103
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date -
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is a natural pool formation in the Canning River, located south of Collins Road in Roleystone. 
The pool is set well below road level, in a narrow section of valley, and is accessed via a long flight of stone 
steps that lead from a gravel parking area to a clearing on the north side of the pool. It can also be accessed 
through a natural path from Soldiers Road.  There are picnic structures and remnants of stone chimney 
structure, metres from the water’s edge. Only a stone base with a cement capping remains of the stone 
chimney. Nearby there is also a stone structure with a concrete top located on the edge of the pool. A slightly 
raised section of concrete with markings and remnant fixing to the front suggest that another section of the 
structure has been removed. 

The setting of the pool is picturesque as it is surrounded by bushland and features smooth rocky outcrops 
near its edge and further downstream. 

Condition Good
Integrity High 
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 08/10/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

This natural pool area was used by the Roleystone Swimming Club, from as early as the 1920s.  In 1951, the 
Roads Board purchased the site from the estate of John Joseph Simons, for community use.

The 2008 Municipal Heritage Inventory recorded a “distinctive stone chimney structure, only metres from the 
water’s edge”. In 2018 the only remains of the chimney are a stone base with a cement capping.

In January 2017 the final Roley Pools Heritage Walk Trail Management Plan was prepared by Ecoscape for 
the City. Later that year two Purchase Orders for track maintenance materials were issued.

Previous Place No.:  089
Place No.:  103
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Signage around the pool suggest that rehabilitation works are currently underway. One of the signs erected 
by the Government of Western Australia, Swan River Trust, Roleybushcare, Armadale Gosnells Landcare 
Group, and the City of Armadale states:

Swan Canning Riverpark

Riverbank project
These foreshore rehabilitation and restoration works were funded by the Swan 
River Trust Riverbank program and City of Armadale. The project was supported by
Armadale Gosnells Landcare Group, Roley Pools Friends Group and Roleybushcare.

For more information contact the City of Armadale on 9399 0111 or Trust on 9278 0900.

Another warning sign erected by the Armadale Gosnells Landcare Group, City of Armadale, Government of 
Western Australia, and the Swan River Trust states:

EROSION
REHABILITATION SITE

PLEASE KEEP OUT

Other signage include wildlife information and a sign by the Armadale Gosnells Landcare Group.

Historic Theme Social & Civic Activities: Sport, recreation and entertainment

Associations -

Sources • City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Roley Pool has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as an attractive natural pool formation situated in a picturesque bushland 
setting, with modest picnic structures.

• The place has of historic value as it was used by the Roleystone Swimming Club as early as the 1920s.
• The place has social value as a well-known local swimming hole with associated picnic facilities, that 

continues to be a site for public recreational and social activities.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

Previous Place No.:  089
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Picnic area north of the pool, close to the stone 
steps.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Stone base with a cement capping, remnants of the 
stone chimney.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Raised section of concrete on a stone base with 
markings and remnant fixing at the front.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Information board on the rehabilitation and 
restoration works.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Erosion warning signage.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Information board on local wildlife.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018
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Information board by the Armadale Gosnells 
Landcare Group.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Smooth rocky outcrops near the pools’ edge and 
further downstream.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008 Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  089
Place No.:  103
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Roleystone Congregational Church
Street Address 1 Croyden Road
Locality Roleystone
Landgate PIN 213950
Land Information Lot 15 Vol/Folio 134400285

Diagram D039607
GPS -32.12632729, 116.0713973

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 00102
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings The National Trust of Australia (WA) - 2004

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Religious - Church Hall
Current Use Religious - Church Hall
Other Use -

Roleystone Community Church Hall
Previous Place No.:  090

Place No.:  104
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1912
Walls Timber weatherboard
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Carpenter Gothic

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The Roleystone Community Church Hall is one of three buildings on the site. The other two buildings are the 
Roleystone Community Church and a timber weatherboard building. 

The building is an example of a simplified Federation Carpenter Gothic church hall as demonstrated by 
the steeply-pitched roof and timber construction. It is clad in timber weatherboard and has a corrugated 
steel gable roof with timber bargeboards. A louvred vent and a pair of timber framed double sash windows 
are located to either side of the double entry doors to the north.  Above the door is a simple fanlight, with a 
combination of perspex and glazing. A compressed fibre cement clad lean-to is located to the rear. The lean-
to is raised on timber stumps, allowing for the fall of the site south towards Canning River, and has timber 
framed louvre windows.

A rendered church building is located to the west of the hall with a corrugated steel mansard roof. Further 
west of the church is a timber weatherboard building with a front verandah supported by timber posts with 
aluminium doors and windows. 

To the rear of the church is a sunken stone retaining wall amphitheatre with tiered seating set within the 
backdrop of jarrah bushland.

Condition Medium
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 29/05/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

In 1912, the Roleystone Progress Association was formed. In the same year, through community effort, 
a church hall was built on land owned by the Congregational Church. Upon completion, the hall was 
consecrated, which meant it could not be used as a venue for entertainment, such as dancing. A use, that 
some people thought, was its original purpose.

As a result of the Hall’s consecration, Roleystone did not have a non-ecclesiastical public venue until a new 
hall was built in 1922, with funds raised by the Roleystone Progress Association.  

After disaffiliation from the Congregational Union of Western Australia, the Roleystone Church Hall was 
moved a short distance to another lot.  In recent years, the former Roleystone Church Hall was used for 
youth activities.

Previous Place No.:  090
Place No.:  104
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There is no recorded change to the community church hall from 2008. However the main church hall to the 
west had a Building Licence issued for a proposed patio in March 2011.

The 2008 Municipal Heritage Inventory notes the doors featured a glazed fanlight (infilled with plywood) and 
are lined with vertical boards.

Historic Theme Social & Civic Activities: Religion

Associations • Roleystone Progress Association
• Roleystone Congregational Church

Sources • City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Roleystone Community Church Hall has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as an example of a modest weatherboard ecclesiastical building built in 
the Federation Carpenter Gothic style of architecture which retains its original decorative timber joinery.

• The place has historic value as the first church built in Roleystone.
• The place has social value as a long-standing venue for a variety of functions, which include religious 

congregations, meetings and youth activities.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

North elevation of the church hall.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

Previous Place No.:  090
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  090
Place No.:  104
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Croyden Court Tearooms, Araluen Cottage
Street Address 236 Croyden Road
Locality Roleystone
Landgate PIN 213318
Land Information Lot 12 Vol/Folio 164600796

Diagram D065029
GPS -32.12323927, 116.0924903

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04720
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use -

Croyden Court Guesthouse
Previous Place No.:  081

Place No.:  105
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is located with a minimum set back from Croyden Road, with a carpark located to the east, and 
native plantings along the front verge.

The place is a single-storey timber framed building clad with compressed fibre cement sheeting and 
weatherboards, with a hip corrugated steel roof. There is a Dutch gable with exposed timber eaves and 
enclosed verandahs to the street frontage. The verandah has a rock face stone balustrade with Corinthian 
squat columns above. The upper sections of the verandah have been enclosed with timber lining and 
compressed fibre cement sheeting.  The stone balustrade contrasts the lightweight materials used throughout 
the rest of the building.  The verandah enclosure has timber framed casement windows with decorative 
architraves, and a central timber framed entry door.  

A timber pergola is located to the west of the building and is covered in mature Wisteria. The building is 
situated on a large property that slopes downwards towards the street with visible mature plantings and fruit 
trees which contribute to its picturesque setting. There are also other buildings located within the property.

Condition Good
Integrity Medium
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 08/10/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

James and Daphne Pound were orchardists who had bought 4ha in Roleystone in 1926 and a further 12ha 
around 1946.  In 1937, James and Daphne opened the Croyden Court Tea Rooms, later to become the 
Croyden Court Guest House and Tea Rooms.  One of the regular customers was Sir James Mitchell: MLA for 
Northam, -1933; Premier, 1919-1924, 1930-1933; Lieutenant-Governor, 1933; Governor, 1948-1951.

In 1967, James Pound died of a heart attack while fighting a fire near the Canning River on Croyden Road.  
After this, James’ youngest son, Ray (1932-2005), purchased both the orchard and tea rooms, which he 
ran until the early 1980s.  The building was used as tearooms, a guesthouse, and a restaurant, until around 
1991. 

The 2008 Municipal Heritage Inventory notes the stone balustrade was constructed with local laterite stone.

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1926
Walls Compressed cement fibre sheeting, weatherboard, stone
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Inter-War Bungalow

Previous Place No.:  081
Place No.:  105
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Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities, hospitality and tourism

Associations James Pound

Sources • Wises’ Post Office Directory
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Croyden Court Guesthouse has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a residence with a distinct homestead form and is constructed in a 
variety of local materials including timber and laterite stone and is located within a picturesque setting.

• The place has historic value as the former residence of Jim Pound, who constructed it c.1926, and has 
since been used as tearooms, a restaurant and a guest house. 

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

South-west corner of the building from Croyden 
Road.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

South elevation showing the rock face stone 
balustrade, a steel gate, and the enclosed 
verandah.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018
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Steel framed timber gate facing the street east of 
the building.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Timber pergola with mature Wisteria west of the 
building.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  081
Place No.:  105

604



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 362 Croyden Road
Locality Roleystone
Landgate PIN 213367
Land Information Lot 523 Vol/Folio 174700741

Plan/Diagram P250220
GPS -32.11884675, 116.1012724

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEY
DPLH inHerit Database 03277
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings State Register of Heritage Places - Permanent Entry 12/12/1997;

The National Trust of Australia (WA) - 1990; 
Aboriginal Heritage Sites Register (Permanent)

PLACE TYPE Urban Park
Original Use Social / Recreational - Other
Current Use Park / Reserve

Araluen Botanic Park
Previous Place No.:  075

Place No.:  106
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1931
Walls Timber and stone
Roof Terracotta tile
Architectural Style Inter-war period

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Araluen comprises a botanic park covering approximately 59 hectares, which straddles the valley of Stinton 
Creek and consists of bushland, exotic plantings and a number of buildings and built landscape features.  
The creek within the park flows through a steep valley containing remnants of the natural vegetation.  A 
number of timber framed bridges have been constructed over the creek, to allow visitor access throughout 
the grounds, and the use of rough timber and stone is continued throughout the park, in the construction of 
the various pergolas, walkways and buildings.  The significant landscape structures include ‘Bennet Bridge’, 
‘The Grove of the Unforgotten’ (1933-34), ‘The Mackintosh Pergola’ (1934), the ‘Memorial Pergola’ (1940), 
and the ‘Swimming Pool’ (1941) and Pergola (1951).

Some of the significant buildings include ‘The Round House’ (1931), the ruins of ‘Shepherdson Bungalow’ 
(1931), the ‘Totterdell Bungalow’ (1931), the ruins of ‘The Log Cabin’ (1932),  ‘The Aspro Bungalow’ (1932); 
Current signage identifies the building as ‘Aspro Cottage,  ‘Chalet Healy’ (1937) and the ‘City of Brisbane 
Bungalow’ (1937).

Exotic plantings include many ornamental trees, flowers, ferns, conifers and the annual show of tulips. 

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 08/10/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The following information has been extracted from the State Register of Heritage Places, Permanent Entry 
Documentation: 

In 1929, J.J. (John Joseph) Simons purchased Canning Lot 523 in Roleystone from Hugh Buckingham for 
use as a country retreat for the Young Australia League (Y.A.L.).  Simons named the property ‘Araluen’- an 
Aboriginal word meaning ‘running waters’- after a poem by Henry Kendall. 

J.J. (‘Boss’) Simons (1883-1948) was a successful businessman as well as a promoter of activities for young 
people.  He was the long-time managing director of Western Press Ltd., and, with Victor Courtney, had 
established the weekly Call newspaper in 1918 and the Mirror in 1921.  In 1935, he purchased the Sunday 
Times.  In addition, he was involved with the Western Australian Football League (WAFL) the Australian 
Natives’ Association (ANA), and the Western Australian Trotting Association (WATA).  In 1921, he won the 
Legislative Assembly seat of East Perth for the Labor Party.  Simons was also an executive member of the 
New Settlers’ League. 

Previous Place No.:  075
Place No.:  106
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In , Simons founded the Young Australia Football League to promote Australian Rules football and sporting 
tours for boys.  This proved so successful that, in 1909, the League was expanded and renamed the Young 
Australia League (Y.A.L.), and, after World War One, interstate branches were also established.  The Y.A.L. 
was promoted as an ‘independent, patriotic, non-political and non-sectarian’ organization, whose motto was 
‘Love, Service and Tolerance’.  A major aim was to ‘educate youth through travel’ and to that end it organized 
many tours in Australia, Great Britain, and North America.  It has been estimated that in Simon’s lifetime, 
50,000 young people toured with the Y.A.L.  Other activities of the League included debating, band music, 
sport and theatrical performances. 

The work of landscaping and constructing the paths and roads began during Easter in 1931 and continued 
for several years.  It was largely carried out by working parties of Y.A.L boys on weekends and holidays.  
Much of the stone used to construct the steps and the foundations of the buildings is likely to have come 
from the Canning Dam site, only a few miles away, when the granite rock face in the valley of the Canning 
River was blasted away. 

After the Young Australia League acquired ‘Araluen’, well-known architect, William G. Bennett, who had 
been a member of the League from the age of sixteen, was involved in the design of many of the buildings 
established at the site.  The first building to be erected was the Roundhouse (used as accommodation for 
Y.A.L. boys and officers), made from the sides of barrels, which after its destruction by fire, was replaced by 
the present rectangular stone building in 1931, added to in 1941.  

Another building designed by Bennett was ‘Chalet Healy’, situated on the site of the old Buckingham Mill, 
and originally built as a ‘tea garden’ and to provide guest room accommodation.  ‘Chalet Healy’ was officially 
opened by the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir James Mitchell, on 19 June 1937, before a crowd estimated at 200.  
The ceremony received considerable publicity in the West Australian.

In 1932, the Rustic Entrance, a timber archway over the road, was constructed at the southern end of 
Araluen, and, in 1933, work began on the ‘Grove of the Unforgotten’ to commemorate Y.A.L. boys killed in 
the Great War.  It was originally planned to have 89 steps and the same number of pine trees, planted in the 
shape of a lyre, to commemorate the 88 Y.A.L. members, and one for the ‘unknown soldier’. 

On Mother’s Day in 1940, the Rose Pergola, designed by Bennett and built by Jack Italiano, was opened 
by Lt Governor, Sir James Mitchell, as a memorial to Mrs. Margaret Simons, mother of J.J. Simons.  In 
1941, a natural rock wall swimming pool- popular for many years- was constructed on the creek at Araluen.  
A pergola near the pool, with plaques on each of the supporting timber pillars commemorating prominent 
people associated with the Y.A.L., was built in the 1950s. 

After Simons’ death in 1948, the running of ‘Araluen’ was in the hands of the executors of his estate, who 
formed a trust for the site’s management, the following year.  By 1962, it was estimated that 21,000 youngsters 
had stayed at Araluen, which continued to be used as a youth camp by the Y.A.L (from the 1950s for both 
boys and girls) and as a popular public picnic spot.
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Without the ongoing fundraising and personal financial support of J.J. Simons, ‘Araluen’ struggled with  
increasing management and maintenance costs, resulting in the decision to log timber growing on the site.  
In 1985, with continuing financial difficulties, the Y.A.L. decided to sell part of ‘Araluen’. Since that time, it 
changed hands several times, coming onto the market again in February 1990.

There was widespread concern that foreign investors or developers would purchase it, and restrict public 
access to the site or otherwise destroy the heritage value of the place.  To counter this possibility, local 
resident, Noelene Drage, took up an $8,000 option to take the land off the market until Government or 
public help could be enlisted.  On 14 May 1990, 170 people attended a public meeting, at which a steering 
committee was formed to purchase the property, with the hope of Government involvement in this acquisition.  
The next month, the Minister for Planning and the Arts, announced that the Government would negotiate to 
buy ‘Araluen’, and vest the property in a suitable body for the ongoing maintenance and development of the 
park.  The Araluen Botanic Park Foundation, which was formed as a result of the public meeting in May 1990, 
took over management of the site in September 1995, under a lease with the Western Australian Planning 
Commission. 

A Conservation Plan was prepared for Aspro Cottage at Araluen Botanic Park by Ian Harris Architect for the 
Araluen Botanic Park Foundation Incorporated with financial assistance from the Heritage Council’s Heritage 
Grants Programme. The plan was published in June 1998. 

A mounted plaque at the Entry Plaza states:

ENTRY PLAZA

The Commonwealth Gardens Project was completed
in July 2000 under the Work for the Dole Scheme.

The Araluen Botanic Park Foundation (Inc) 
wishes to gratefully acknowledge the contribution

of the following:

Commonwealth Department of Employment,
Workplace Relations and Small Business

Centrelink
Westnet Employment Service
Paul Marshall, Stonemason

and the many individuals participating 
in the scheme
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The Aspro Cottage also has interpretive signage that reads:

The ‘Boomerang’ (Official Journal of the YAL) records that on March 29th, 1933. “While visiting Perth, Messrs.
A.M. & G.R. Nicholas of “Aspro fame, unveiled a bronze tablet on the fireplace of the bungalow they had donated 
to Araluen, “Aspro” Bungalow. The bungalow is taking shape rapidly, the stonework, which includes the
foundations, fireplace and chimney, has been completed and the wooden superstructure is now being built and will
be completed in late April. The bungalow is perched on an outcrop of rock and has a view of the waterfall near 
Bennett Bridge”.

The building is built on the post and beam principle to a design from W.G. Bennett, Honorary Architect to the YAL.
The timber is believed to have been felled on the site. The bungalow was used originally for accommodation for
weekend visitors and was a popular honeymoon retreat for many years. It was also used to house new migrants for
a while.

This building has recently been completely restored with the assistance of the Work of the Dole scheme and a
grant from the WA 2001 Community Centenary Project. It was necessary to first strip the building back to the
frames in order that they could be straightened and strengthened before re-assembly, fitting out and finishing.
Aspro Cottage is now available for hire seven days a week.

Would you like to become involved in the restoration and development of Araluen? We welcome all suggestions
and offers of help. Please ask about the many benefits of being a member or volunteer at Araluen by calling us 
during office hours on F8) 9496 1171 or visiting the Parks Administrative Centre located at Totterdell Cottage.

Araluen has been consistently maintained over the years. In May 2009 the WA Planning Commission issued 
an an Approval to Commence Development for a proposed stone and timber pergola. Between 2010 and 
2011 Building Licences were also issued for construction of a proposed stone and timber shelter, shed, and 
gazebo.

Another report was published in 2011. The Park Concept Plan was prepared by Blackwell and Associates for 
the Department of Environmental and Conservation (DEC) in order to provide a direction for capital
expenditure over the immediate three year period. 

In July 2015 Planning Approval was granted for the proposed relocation of the existing gate house and an 
installation of a new gate house and office building. The WA Planning Commission also issued an Approval 
to Commence Development for the proposal that month. Approval for construction of an outbuilding in 
November that year was also granted by both parties in November that year.

Building Permits were granted for construction of a proposed steel framed entry hut and a steel framed 
metal-clad shed in June 2016.

In May 2017 a Certificate of Compliance was issued following a Building Permit for installation of a new 15m 
pole and equipment cabinet for a mobile phone tower. Later in August that year a Building Permit was also 
issued for construction of a proposed timber decking platform with balustrades.
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Current interpretive signage near the Totterdell Bungalow contains some information about the building. It 
reads:

Totterdell Rebuilt 
Totterdell was built in 1931 and named after the 
Lord Mayor of Perth. It was in a ruined state in 1990, half 
the roof was missing, the floor was missing and the walls
and windows badly vandalised.

The Boomerang (Official Journal of the Young Australa
League) records on May 27th 1931.
“The Totterdell Bungalow is rustic in deisgn and the walls
are constructed solely of upright logs just as they were cut
from the forest and half round ‘face cuts’ left in their rough
state giving the appearance of a perfect log cabin.
A spacious living room, sleeping quarters, kitchen, 
store room, bath and lavatory rooms complete the plan.
The fire place is of a unique design, natural rock being
used throughout and two large projecting stones carry
the roughhewn mantelpiece. The roof is brown coloured
tiles. It has a fine view of an extended valley.”

The building has been fully restored and now serves
as the Park’s administration office.

Historic Theme Why and how people settled: Land allocation and subdivision
Occupations: Horticulture
Occupations: Hospitality and tourism
Social and Civic Activities: Sport, recreation and entertainment; community          
groups and mutual aid.
People: Local hereos                              

Associations • Hugh Buckingham – original land owner
• J.J. Simons - Founder
• Young Australia League
• T.V Healey - Benefactor
• William Bennett - Architect

Sources • Aspro Cottage, Araluen Botanic Park Conservation Plan by Ian Harris 
Architect, June 1998. W.A. Department of Planning, Lands and 
Heritage

• Park Concept Plan by Blackwell and Associates, 2011. W.A. 
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage

• City of Armadale property database
• Heritage Council of W.A Register of Heritage Places - Permanent Entry 

Documentation
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Araluen Botanic Park, covering approximately 59 hectares straddling the valley of Stinton Creek and  
consisting of bushland and exotic planting and containing a number of buildings and landscape features, has 
cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:
• it was an early recreational camp for young people in Western Australia and is an example of the work of 

the Young Australia League, a National organisation founded in Western Australia;
• it is the site of a water powered timber mill set up by Hugh Buckingham who took up the land in 1907; 

it is also associated with J.J. Simons, the founder of the Young Australia League, and with various  
benefactors such as T.V. Healey, who financed the development of the camp;

• the aesthetic characteristics created by the landscape in which the many planted exotic species in a 
relatively small area contrast markedly with the natural vegetation;

• its potential to contribute to an understanding the natural and cultural history of Western Australia as a 
teaching site and as a type locality, having several plant communities within the area which are closely 
associated with the soil type and being an example of a phase in the history of domestic architecture in 
Western Australia;

• many of the exotic trees were planted by eminent visitors to Araluen and represent the countries which 
Y.A.L. boys had visited; and, the place is an early example of the concept of recreational camps for boys, 
many of the buildings, paths and roads having been constructed on weekends and holidays by Young 
Australia League boys who were also responsible for much of the landscaping. 

[The Toilet Block, a recently constructed building with corrugated iron roof and cement rendered walls, and a 
transportable kiosk, both located at the entrance to the park, and a large garden shed (1996) situated east of 
City of Brisbane Bungalow, are not included as they have no significant historical or architectural qualities.]

Aesthetic Value Araluen Botanic Park is significant is significant for the aesthetic characteristics 
created by the landscape in which the many planted exotic species in a 
relatively small area contrast markedly with the natural vegetation. In the 
autumn, a variety of deciduous species all turn to different colours before the 
fall. The creek and pool below the carpark and the landscaped beds add to 
the aesthetic importance of the setting. The steep slopes each side of the 
creek, planted with several eastern Australian species of Eucalyptus, add to 
the grandeur of the backdrop. (Criteria 1.1 & 1.3)

Historic Value The architectural design of the buildings at Araluen Botanic Park is an 
example of a phase in the history of Western Australian domestic architecture. 
During the late 1920s and the 1930s, homes with a mix of design streams, 
derived from pre-industrial, medieval and Tudor Britain, were appearing in 
Perth suburbs. Consistent with this amalgam of styles were visual images 
of a romantic pre-industrial past. The honest craftsmanship of the past 
was symbolised by the extensive use of rough stone and timber. Many of 
the building designs at Araluen Botanic Park were taken from a Canadian 
magazine about log cabins. The materials used were chosen because they 
were inexpensive and close at hand. (Criterion 2.1)
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Many of the buildings, paths and roads were constructed by Y.A.L. boys 
on weekends and holidays. They were also responsible for much of the 
landscaping. Many of the exotic trees were planted by J. J. Simons. (Criterion 
2.2)

Araluen Botanic Park is significant as an early recreational camp for young 
people in Western Australia and as an example of the work of the Young 
Australia League. The League’s ideal was the ‘betterment of boys’ through 
‘brotherhood, service and patriotism’ and the development of a recreational 
camp at Araluen Botanic Park dedicated to ‘the service of youth’ illustrates 
this ideal. (Criterion 2.2)

The place is significant for its association with Hugh Buckingham who took 
up the land in 1907, with the Young Australia League and its founder, J.J. 
Simons, and with various benefactors such as T.V. Healey, who financed the 
development of the camp. (Criterion 2.3)

Scientific Value Araluen Botanic Park is significant for its potential to contribute to an 
understanding the natural and cultural history of Western Australia as 
a teaching site and as a type locality, having several plant communities 
within the area which are closely associated with the soil type and being 
an example of a phase in the history of domestic architecture in Western 
Australia. (Criterion 3.1)

The soil varies between weathered granite with small outcropping rocks at 
the top and upper slopes of the steep valley to loamy clay at the valley floor 
with plant species differing between the extremes. There are soil specific 
species on the on the shallow soils of the granite rocks and the moister 
loamy-clay soils along and near the creek. (Criterion 3.1)

Social Value Araluen Botanic Park is highly valued by the community as evidenced by 
the many visitors and by the generations of young people who have camped 
there over the years and the strong public support which influenced the 
Government to purchase the park in 1990 in order to secure its preservation. 
(Criterion 4.1)

Rarity The characteristics which establish the rarity of the place are; the reminders 
of the establishment of the Young Australia League; the log construction of 
the buildings and the nature of the landscape. (Criterion 5.1)

Representativeness Araluen Botanic Park is representative of parks established in the 1930s for
recreation and holiday accommodation, Yanchep National Park is the other 
such example in Western Australia. (Criterion 6.2)

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Entry Plaza with brick paving.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Mounted plaque on the timber balustrade at the 
Entry Plaza.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

The Margaret Simons Pergola that connects the 
Concourse to the Amphitheatre.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Garden bed and bridge at the Concourse.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

The Roundhouse Gift Shop with masonry and 
timber construction.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Timber windows set in the masonry walls of the 
Roundhouse Gift Shop.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018
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The Chalet Healy with timber construction on a 
stone plinth.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Totterdell Bungalow with timber construction and a 
stone chimney.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Signage informing the public on the reconstruction 
of Totterdell Bungalow.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Aspro Cottage with timber construction on a stone 
plinth.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018

Signage informing the public on the history of 
Aspro Cottage.
Source: SCA 08/10/2018
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Coolgiebrie, Buckingham’s Cottage, Greenwood
Street Address Lot 701 Heritage Drive
Locality Roleystone
Landgate PIN 1100893
Land Information Lot 701 Vol 1996

Plan/Diagram P019662 Folio 519
GPS -32.135304612474, 116.094640425759

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 03563
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings State Register of Heritage Places - Permanent Entry 20/02/2004

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Farming/Pastoral - Homestead
Current Use Vacant/Unused
Other Use -

William Buckingham’s Homestead
Previous Place No.:  095

Place No.:  107
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1880; c.1935; c.1960s; c.1999
Walls Adobe mud brick, timber
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Victorian Georgian Cottage

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is a single-storey mud brick, timber and corrugated steel building set within an overgrown garden. 
It is located on a large 61.2 hectare lot with the Araluen Country Club located further south.  The building 
has a rectangular form, with timber framed verandahs to the north, west and south elevations constructed 
with timber columns and an earthen floor.  The walls of the building are constructed with a combination of 
rendered mud brick, and timber framing clad with corrugated steel and timber.  The mud brick portion of the 
house has a hipped steel roof, incorporating a lower pitched skillion verandah roof, while the timber framed 
section has a corrugated steel gable roof and a skillion verandah roof.  The cottage has timber framed sash 
windows and timber framed door openings that have been boarded up. 

A Cockscomb Coral Tree (Erythrina crista-galli) is located close to the building and is believed to date from 
the 1950s.

A sheep’s dip is located to the west of the building, consisting of a ramped U-shaped trough, constructed with 
rammed earth and pea gravel, with a stucco finish.

Condition Fair
Integrity Low
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 21/01/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The following information has been extracted from the State Register of Heritage Places, Permanent Entry 
Documentation: 

William Buckingham’s Homestead is associated with the Buckingham family, the first family to settle in the 
Roleystone district, and who played an important and active role in the agricultural development of Perth, 
with farms, a vineyard and saw mill established in the Roleystone/Kelmscott area. 

Thomas Buckingham (1808-1879) married Mary Chanter (1814-1875) in 1835, and arrived at Fremantle 
on the ‘Sophia’ in 1850, along with other members of the Buckingham family and members of the Cock-
ram family, who were related by marriage.  Initially, Thomas leased Leeder’s Farm, before moving to Wan-
neroo in 1853, and, later, to Gingin.  Thomas Buckingham sold these holdings in 1858, and purchased land 
at Roleystone. Their children were Maria (1836-1919), Thomas (1839-1913), Mary (1841-1913), Alexan-
der (1843-1897), Betsy (1846-1915), Caroline (1849-1915), William (1853-1917), Ellen (1856-1878), John 
(1858-1947), and Hugh James (1860-1940).
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The Buckingham family also maintained agricultural and civic interests in Wanneroo, and contributed to the 
development of the Wanneroo district. The Buckingham’s expanded development in Roleystone and though 
their agricultural aims were not met, their efforts in the timber industry were prodigious, especially in the 
mechanization of many processes.

William Buckingham (1853-1917) purchased the property in Roleystone in 1878, and the mud brick farmhouse 
was built soon after.  Later the property was leased out and, in 1925, was purchased by Daniel Bevan.  
Alterations and additions were carried out around 1935, in the 1960s, and in 1999.

The Homestead is one of the oldest extant buildings in the Roleystone area, and is the only place of its type 
and period in the Roleystone area. The building was constructed over an 80 year period, with the original 
(c.1880) portion built in mud-brick with a hipped shingle roof and an earthen verandah to all four sides 
supported on bush poles.  At this stage the building had only two rooms, but in the period up to 1935, two 
more rooms were added, including a new timber framed weatherboard and compressed fibre cement clad 
kitchen extension with lean-to verandah on the south side, and a room created by enclosing the northeast 
corner of the verandah.  It was also during this period that some of the bush poles were replaced with 
square posts and the verandah was partly removed and infilled with jarrah slab walls.  In 1935, corrugated 
iron cladding replaced the jarrah slab walls and the lean-to was removed from the kitchen extension. Later 
alterations in the 1960’s included replacing the internal mud brick walls with a concrete block wall, removing 
the eastern portion of the 1880s verandah and constructing a new timber framed ablution area, replacement 
of the original timber floor with concrete, and replacement of the earlier windows.  

In May 1995 a Conservation Plan was prepared for Buckingham’s Cottage in Araluen by Considine and 
Griffiths Architects. In 1999, extensive renovations were carried out to the homestead, with restoration and 
reproduction of the building fabric.

Timber Pest Inspection Reports were conducted consistently between May 2008 to November 2011 and the 
risk of infestation was consistently recorded as high except for one report in May 2010. 

A Bushfire Management Plan for Lot 701 Heritage Drive Araluen was prepared by the ICS Group in December 
2014.

In November 2017 another Timber Pest Inspection Report conducted and the risk was recorded to be 
medium. While conducting the inspection the inspector observed a broken window and evidence of living 
including a make-shift fire place on the verandah. Photographs were supplied to the City of Armadale.

Historic Theme People: Early settlers
Occupations: Domestic activities

Associations William Buckingham & sons

Sources • HCWA Assessment Documentation – 28/11/2003
• Conservation Plan for Buckingham’s Cottage by Considine and 

Griffiths Architects, May 1995. DPLH and COA
• City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

William Buckingham’s Homestead, comprising an original mud brick and iron homestead with a timber 
framed addition, a rammed earth construction sheep dip, and a Cockscomb Coral tree, has cultural heritage 
significance for the following reasons: 

• with its structural mud brick walls, steep pitched roofs and minimal ornamentation, the place is a fine 
example of Western Australian vernacular architecture of the 1880s, demonstrating the colonial approach 
to the design of domestic housing; 

• the place is one of the oldest extant buildings in the Roleystone district, and is associated with the 
European settlement of south-western Australia in general and the development of the Roleystone/
Kelmscott area as an agricultural district in particular; 

• the place demonstrates the way of life of farmers and tenant farmers in the southern region of Perth 
from the 1880s onwards. The size of the cottage, and its subsequent developments, reflect the rural 
economics and hardships of the pioneering Buckingham family and the subsequent occupiers of the 
place; and, 

• the place is associated with the Buckingham family, the first family to settle in the Roleystone district, 
who played an important role in the development of Perth, and were well-known for their contribution to 
the timber industry; 

• the sheep dip of the place provides evidence of a process and form of construction that is no longer 
used in farming practices and is a rare structure in the Perth Metropolitan area, the remnant trees and 
accruements of the place, on the slope rising west from the Canning River, contribute to the natural and 
cultural landscape within which it is situated; and, 

• the place contributes to the community’s sense of place as one of a few pioneer buildings remaining in 
the district, and is highly valued by the local and wider community as demonstrated by the community 
effort to lobby and raise funding for the restoration of the building beginning in 1994, when further neglect 
would have resulted in its loss. 

The replacement fabric used in the reconstruction and redevelopment of the place has some significance for 
interpretative purposes, but the materials themselves are of little intrinsic value.

Aesthetic Value With its mud brick walls, steeply-pitched roofs and minimal ornamentation, 
the place is a fine example of Western Australian vernacular architecture of 
the 1880s, demonstrating the colonial approach to the design of domestic 
housing

Historic Value The place is associated with the European settlement of south-western 
Australia and the development of the Roleystone and Kelmscott districts.

The place was constructed as the main residence on an extensive property 
and is associated with the growth of the Roleystone district as an extensive 
agricultural region.
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The place is associated with the Buckingham family, the first family to settle 
in the Roleystone district, and who played an important and active role in 
the agricultural development of Perth, with farms, a vineyard and sawmill 
established in the Roleystone/Kelmscott area.

Scientific Value The construction of the cottage is of technical interest, particularly its ability 
to display various vernacular materials and techniques used to build the 
original cottage and its subsequent extensions.  

Social Value
Rarity The place is one of the oldest extant buildings in the Roleystone area, and is 

the only place of its type and period in the district.

The sheep dip is an unusual construction and, as well as providing evidence 
of a process and form of construction that is no longer used, it is a rare 
structure in the Perth Metropolitan area.

Representativeness The place is representative of the type of vernacular farm buildings built by 
early settlers in the Swan River Colony and reflects their way of life.

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Front verandah supported by log columns and 
rendered mud brick.
Source: SCA 21/01/2019

The rear extension is clad in corrugated steel with a 
timber clad gable.
Source: SCA 21/01/2019
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Rear verandah facing south with log columns. 
Source: SCA 21/01/2019

Exposed section to the front verandah showing the 
different bricks used.
Source: SCA 21/01/2019

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008 c1938 Buckingham Cottage, Araluen, Labeled 
Greewood
Source: Elaine De Ruiter

Buckingham Cottage c1935
Source: Elaine de Ruiter

Don Anderson outside William Buckingham's 
Cottage c1922 
Source: Elaine de Ruiter 
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 694 Brookton Highway
Locality Roleystone
Landgate PIN 212875
Land Information Lot 101 Vol/Folio-

Diagram D071797
GPS -32.1181009,116.0753917

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 20081
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Historic site
Original Use Educational - Primary School
Current Use Vacant / Unused
Other Use -

First and Second Roleystone Primary School Sites
Previous Place No.:  083

Place No.:  108
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1905; 1922
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place comprises two historic sites in close proximity to each other.  The earlier site is identified by a 
timber marker and a plaque, as part of the Old Coach Heritage Trail. The second site has no remains or 
identifier.

Condition -
Integrity -
Authenticity -
Date of Survey 19/11/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The first primary school in Roleystone was opened in 1905, with the Headmaster J. Hilton as a one-roomed 
jarrah building situated on a steep slope with steps fronting the road.  The school closed in 1909 as a result of 
low pupil numbers but was re-opened temporarily in 1912 by Miss Mary Parker. The second primary school 
opened in 1922 and was built on land leased from the Congregational Union. The building was extended 
c.1945-46 with the enclosure of a side verandah to form an extra classroom. The first teacher at the second 
Roleystone school was Miss Lillian Parker (sister of Mary Parker), a London-trained teacher who emigrated 
to Australia in 1911.

A mounted plaque opposite the intersection of Brookton Highway and Holden Road states:

OLD COACH HERITAGE TRAIL

8, Round Hills School -1921

The first school in the Roleystone area was a one-room building
which opened on this site in 1905. Mr. Hickman was its first 

teacher. After closing briefly in 1910, the school reopened in 1911
and was used until the second school was opened in 1921.

Roleystone Primary School 1986

Commonwealth/State Bicentennial Project
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Historic Theme Social & Civic Activities: Education

Associations -

Sources • Community Heritage Advisory Committee  - M. Bettenay
• City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The First and Second Roleystone Primary School Sites have cultural heritage significance for the following 
reasons:

• The places have historic value as the first and second primary schools established during the early 
development of Roleystone in the early 1900s.

• The places have social value as the site of primary school education for many children of local pioneering 
families.

Management Category 4
Level of Significance Little

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Mounted plaque opposite the intersection of 
Brookton Highway and Holden Road.
Source: SCA 19/11/2018
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008 Source: AMHI 2008

Photograph considered to be of first primary 
school
Source: Birtwistle library

Peet & Co. Roleystone Estate 1912
Source: Birtwistle library

c1927 photograph of the building used for the  
second school in Roleystone. Later the verandah 
was enclosed to form another class room. It was 
on River Road [now Brookton Highway].
Source: PH527 Birtwistle Library
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 44 Jarrah Road
Locality Roleystone
Landgate PIN 11993676
Land Information Lot 1 Vol/Folio 282000100

Plan/Diagram P071996
GPS -32.11066689, 116.0686907

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 18981
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Urban Park
Original Use Park/Reserve
Current Use Park/Reserve
Other Use -

Cross Park
Previous Place No.:  080

Place No.:  109
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is a large urban park bounded by Jarrah Road to the east, Wygonda Road to the south, Mader 
Street to the west, and residential and community buildings to the north boundary. Cross Park is opposite a 
local shopping centre on the corner of Jarrah Road and Wygonda Road. The park has a variety of other public 
recreational facilities including cricket nets, tennis courts, and netball/basketball courts, as well as various 
buildings and sheds, including a large steel framed and clad shed used by the Roleystone Community 
Garden Group. 

The Roleystone Hall, Firewise Demonstration Garden and the Roleystone Neighbourhood Family Centre 
are located to the south. A grassed oval is located to the centre of the park, with mature gum trees to the 
surrounding embankments. There is also a club pavilion overlooking the oval.  The Roleystone Tennis Club 
and tennis courts are located west of the site.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 16/12/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Henry George Vidgen Cross (known as Harry) (1883-1923), an early Roleystone orchardist, was the first 
President of the Roleystone Parents & Citizens Association and was also instrumental in obtaining and 
developing a tract of bushland for community use, along Jarrah Road in Roleystone.  The land was named 
Cross Park in his honour in 1962, and a recently installed plaque near the corner of Jarrah and Wygonda 
Roads commemorates his contribution to the community.

In December 2014 a Building Permit was issued for a proposed mezzanine floor.

In July 2016 a Permit to Clear Native Vegetation Under the Environmental Protection Act 1986 was granted 
to the City by the Department of Environment Regulation following an application. The vegetation cleared 
was located south of the car park on Jarrad Road. In the following months two Building Permits were issued 
for two proposed shelters, a free standing wall, retaining walls, cricket practice net enclosures and a steel 
framed shed. A contract for the installation of four practice cricket nets was also issued by the City in October 
that year.  

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1962
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

Previous Place No.:  080
Place No.:  109
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Some maintenance and upgrading works were conducted throughout 2017. In July 2017 Development 
Approval was granted for a proposed nature playground adjacent to the Roleystone Family Centre following 
an application.

In September 2017 a Building Permit was issued for a proposed concrete and steel storage shed to be used 
by the community garden group. 

In October 2017, a structural visual inspection and report on the Cross Park Tennis Courts was undertaken 
by WA Structural Consulting Engineers Pty Ltd. 

Historic Theme Social and civic activities: Sport, recreation & entertainment

Associations Henry George Vigden Cross

Sources • City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Cross Park has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a pictureque urban park characterised by large expanses of lawn 
edged with mature gum trees on raised embankments.    

• The place has historic value as it is associated with Henry Cross, an early Roleystone orchardist. He 
was a prominent in community affairs and obtained the land for Cross Park, which was later named in 
his honour.

• The place has social value as a public park and a venue for sporting and social events.

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

Previous Place No.:  080
Place No.:  109
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Cricket batting nets and football goalposts to the 
south-east of the park.
Source: SCA 16/12/2018

Skatepark adjacent to the cricket batting nets.
Source: SCA 16/12/2018

South elevation of the Roleystone Neighbourhood 
Family Centre.
Source: SCA 16/12/2018

A Firewise Demonstration Garden is also located 
close to the Roleystone Hall.
Source: SCA 16/12/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  080
Place No.:  109
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address Illawarra, Roleystone, Kelmscott to Martin (assessed at Lot 50 Canning 

Mills Road)
Locality Kelmscott and Roleystone
Landgate PIN 1372600, 352868, 1372599, 1372598, 1372597, 353066, 11493807, 11493806

Land Information Lot 50-52, 304 Vol/Folio 100500758, 218400411, 
Diagram P005860-P005862 218400401, 218400436, 218400412, 

GPS -32.12615332, 116.0220759               218400413

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 03709
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings State Register of Heritage Places - Permanent Entry 03/06/2005; 

The National Trust of Australia (WA) - 1995;  
Aboriginal Heritage Sites Register;  
Art Deco Significant Bldg Survey - 1994

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Transport Communications - Water Other, Governmental - Other
Current Use Vacant / Unused
Other Use -

Previous Place No.:  041
Canning Contour Channel (fmr) and Two Stone Chimneys Place No.:  110
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1935 to 1937
Walls Concrete (channel); stone (chimneys)
Roof -
Architectural Style -
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The contour channel comprises a series of open concrete channels connected with cast iron pipe siphons 
over the gullies.  The channel follows the contours of the Darling Scarp between Canning Dam and Martin, 
and is approximately 1.5 metres wide at the base with raking sides at 45º banking up to the natural ground 
level.  At ground level the channel is approximately 5 metres wide, with an overall depth of approximately 
2 metres. Together with the channels, there are two stone chimneys and a number of associated works 
including stilling ponds, a flow measurement building and flume.

Condition Fair (channel); Poor (chimneys)
Integrity High (channel); Low (chimneys)
Authenticity High (channel); High (chimneys)
Date of Survey 21/01/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The following information has been extracted from the State Register of Heritage Places, Permanent Entry 
Documentation: 

The Canning Contour Channel was originally a (16 kilometre long) series of water channels connected by 
piped sections (called syphons) over gullies built in Western Australia for the transport of potable water.  Built 
between 1935-37 for the Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage and Drainage Board, the Canning Contour 
Channel had a number of associated works such as the ‘stilling’ chambers and the Gosnells Screens (both 
1937). 

The idea of an open contour water channel had first been recommended in a 1920 report, as a more 
economical means of conveying potable water, compared to a pipeline.  In 1935, E. W. Tindale, the Director 
of Works for the Canning Dam construction supported this conclusion.  He had seen this type of delivery 
system work successfully in Victoria and believed it could also work well in Western Australia.  The projected 
cost of the Contour Channel and associated pipeline was £155,000.  (The actual cost of the work was 
£125,000.)

The Canning Contour Channel construction commenced in June 1935, under the supervision of Public Works 
engineers, E.H. Oldham and J.W. Allen.  Until its completion in 1937, all water from the Canning Reservoir to 
Perth was conveyed through a 762mm pipeline from the dam to Kelmscott, and a 914mm pipeline from there 
to the storage reservoir at Mt Eliza in King’s Park.  The pipeline to Gosnells was only a temporary measure, 
however.  Once the rising dam wall increased the storage capacity of the partly completed reservoir and the 
volume of water available, the water was conveyed through the Canning Contour Channel to Gosnells, and 
by pipeline the rest of the way. The new contour channel followed the Canning River Valley for a distance of 
16kms, to a point in the foothills above Gosnells. 

Previous Place No.:  041
Place No.:  110

631631



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

From there, a 1.37m pipe took the water to Cannington, where it connected with mains to Fremantle and Mt 
Eliza. The contour channel walls were constructed of concrete, with a base of local gravel, and were cut into 
the sides of the hilly terrain. In addition, a number of piped siphons were used to pass the channel water from 
one side of the valley to the other or to cross under existing roads.  As the channel passed through thick bush 
and, at times, traversed extremely steep-sided valleys and gullies, access was difficult.

Due to the difficult terrain, little mechanization was used in the building of the contour channel.  However, 
light rail tracks were laid in the completed parts of the channel, to take equipment and pipes to the workface.  
In addition, horses and carts were used to take equipment into the areas that were not too steep.  Most of the 
construction work was, however, carried out by workmen using the basic implements of picks, shovels and  
wheelbarrows, and simple pulleys, with block and tackle, were used to position the cast iron siphon pipes.

The workers employed on the construction of the channel lived in camps at various places along the channel.
The camps utilized tents, with few permanent built structures, except for some stone chimneys, used to dry 
the workers’ clothing, when required.  The ‘sustenance’ workers involved in the project were drawn from the 
large body of unemployed men during this period of economic depression.  However, many of the foremen 
and lead gangers were permanent Water Supply staff.  In January 1937, 320 men were laid off when the 
channel and the pipe main were completed.  

Water from the Canning Dam was released into twin (parallel) ‘stilling chambers’, 200m from the dam, then 
passed through a flow recorder, and afterwards ran over boarded weirs into the concrete-lined open contour 
channel to the Gosnells screens.  At this point, the water was filtered of any polluting matter, then piped to 
Perth.  From 1954, the water was also chlorinated at the Gosnells site. 

The Canning Contour Channel was an integral part of the Perth water supply from the time of its completion 
until 1975.  During the period of its operation, the maintenance of the contour channel was a daily task, for up 
to three gangs of workmen.  Each day during the summer months, an inspector walked the full 16km length 
to report on its condition.  If possible, problems would be dealt with on the spot.  Otherwise, the location of 
the problem would be noted, and a team would then go in to fix any obstructions, or cracks in the concrete 
walls.  Further maintenance work included the removal of algae, clearing vegetation from the banks on either 
side of the channel, and checking the stability of the land on the high side of the channel to prevent rock falls 
creating obstructions. 

From its commencement of operation, the Canning Contour Channel required constant upkeep to maintain its 
efficiency.  For example, up to 20% of the water flowing along the channel was lost in leakage, with frequent 
small breaks and cracks requiring regular attention.  In addition, when it rained heavily in the catchment 
area, dirt, bark, leaves and other matter, would pollute the water.  In this case, the Gosnells Screens at the 
terminus of the Canning Contour Channel played an important role in cleaning the water before it entered 
the main pipeline to Perth. 

This filtering system consisted of a battery of six fine wire screens, which removed debris, including the 
remains of wildlife that became trapped in the swiftly flowing water of the channel.  Prior to the installation 
of the chlorinating plant in 1954, samples of water were taken from the screening chamber weekly, and 
examined in the bacteriological laboratories of the Health Department. 

Previous Place No.:  041
Place No.:  110
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In 1950, a major disruption to Perth’s water supplies occurred, when a section of the contour channel near 
Araluen collapsed, and water restrictions had to be imposed on the city. Supplies were restored, by the 
extension of one of the existing siphons, to bypass the collapsed section of the channel. 

The Canning Dam was the main source for Perth’s water supply until the completion of Serpentine Dam in 
1961.  However, despite the vulnerability of Canning Contour Channel to malfunction, it was not until the 
1973 that an alternative to this method of transporting water was introduced.  At this time, the construction of 
a tunnel from the Canning Dam to Roleystone was commenced.  In 1975, the Canning Contour Channel was 
decommissioned.  On 17 January of that year, the newly completed Canning Tunnel was officially opened, 
by the Minister for Works and Housing.  However, as a precaution, the Canning Contour Channel continued 
to be maintained in operational order, and opened to a flow of water in the summer for two years after 1975.

In May 1998 a Conservation Plan was prepared for Canning Dam by Heritage and Conservation Professionals 
for the Water Corporation. In January 2003 the Water Corporation also commissioned Heritage Today to 
prepare a Heritage Assessment for the Canning Contour Channel.

In 2018, the Canning Contour Channel is no longer used for the transport of water, with the route now used 
mainly as a walking trail. 

There are also two stone chimneys along the route of Canning Contour Channel, the remnants of the 
campsites of workers on the project.  The first chimney is situated 80 metres down a track from McNess 
Drive and 150m from the Canning Contour Channel.  The track is one kilometre north of the junction between 
McNess Drive and the road to the north wall of the Canning Dam. The second chimney is located on the right 
hand side of McNess Drive whilst travelling north.  The chimney is approximately 2.5kms from the junction 
of McNess Drive and the Canning Dam north wall road, located in a former designated picnic site.  There is 
also a third chimney located on Peet Road, 750m north of the junction of Peet Road and Brookton Hwy.   It 
is on the left hand side of the road going north up the hill.  It is clearly visible from the road as it is only about 
five metres from the road edge.  It is opposite the junction of Mackie and Peet Roads, Roleystone.  This third 
chimney is not included within the HCWA registered place. 

Historic Theme Outside Influences: Infrastructure
Why and How People Settled: Immigration

Associations • E. W. Tindale (Director of Works for the Canning Dam)
• E.H. Oldham and J.W. Allen (Engineers)
• Collin & Karen Olsen

Sources • HCWA Assessment Documentation
• Conservation Plan for Canning Dam by Heritage and Conservation 

Professionals, May 1998. DPLH
• Heritage Assessment for the Canning Contour Channel by Heritage 

Today, January 2003. DPLH
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.:  041
Place No.:  110
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Canning Contour Channel (fmr), comprising an open concrete channel connected with cast iron pipe 
siphons following the contours of the Darling Scarp between Canning Dam and Gosnells (now Martin), together 
with two stone chimneys associated with the sites of construction camps for the channel and a number of 
associated works including stilling ponds, a flow measurement building (and flume) and archaeological sites 
such as the former chlorination plant and filtration equipment at the Gosnells terminus, has cultural heritage 
significance for the following reasons:

• the place is the only example in Western Australia of an open contour channel built solely for the transfer 
of potable water, and supplied the metropolitan area from 1940 to 1975;

• the construction of the place provided direct employment for a large number of men under sustenance 
programs during the 1930s Depression;

• the place is an important site in the history of the provision of Perth’s water supply, demonstrating the 
resourcefulness of the Metropolitan Water Supply and the Public Works Department in addressing the 
problem of Perth’s water supply during the 1930s Depression;

• the place was designed under the direction of prominent engineers, Russell (RJ) Dumas, Engineer in 
Charge of Construction, E. W. Tindale, the Chief Engineer and Resident Engineers Victor Munt and Don 
Munro, while engineers E. H. Oldham and J. W. Allen supervised the construction of the place; and,

• the elements of the place are harmonious with their environment and provide a balance between natural 
and cultural features.

Aesthetic Value The contour channels and associated structures have aesthetic value as the 
remains of a significant engineering construction that although man-made, 
sits harmoniously within the natural environment.

Historic Value The place is an important example of the original water transportation 
system and demonstrates the hard work required of the labour force during 
that time. 

Scientific Value The place is of significant value because of the potential of the site to 
contribute to the understanding of the water transportation method. 

Social Value The continued use of parts of the channel as a walking path by local residents 
reflects its ability to interest people beyond its original function.

Rarity The place is a rare example of a structure that was designed and constructed 
between 1935 & 1937 for the transportation of water.

Representativeness -

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

Previous Place No.:  041
Place No.:  110
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Steel lintel above the fireplace in the first chimney.
Source: SCA 21/01/2019

Stonework to the first chimney.
Source: SCA 21/01/2019

The fireplace of the first chimney.
Source: Roger Harrington 09/01/2019

The second chimney further northwest of the first 
chimney.
Source: Roger Harrington 09/01/2019

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  041
Place No.:  110
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address Intersection of Peet Road and Mackie Road
Locality Roleystone
Landgate PIN -
Land Information Lot - Vol/Folio -

Plan/Diagram -
GPS -32.1199209, 116.0612848

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database -
Previous AMHI -
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Other Built Type
Original Use Governmental - Other
Current Use Unused/Vacant
Other Use -

Third Stone Chimney Canning Contour Channel Place No.:  111
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date
Walls
Roof
Architectural Style

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1930s
Walls Stone
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is located to the front of Lot 10 Peet Road, across the intersection of Peet Road and Mackie Road. 
The chimney is constructed with random course stonework with a steel lintel above the opening. It is related 
to the Canning Contour Channel (fmr) and Two Stone Chimneys (Place No. 110) listing.

Condition Fair
Integrity Low
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 06/11/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The site of Canning Dam was chosen in 1897 by Public Works Department (PWD) engineer Thomas 
Hodgson. It was confirmed in the 1920s as the selected location for a Metropolitan water supply dam, but 
construction was delayed. As unemployment skyrocketed in 1931 in response to the Great Depression, the 
PWD and the Unemployment Board proposed constructing the dam as a way to employ a large number 
of men on sustenance payments. Clearing began in 1931. Construction of the wall commenced in 1934 
after extensive preliminary works were completed. Cement was sourced from Rivervale, also a measure of 
unemployment relief. Hundreds of sustenance workers laboured on the dam over seven years. It was finally 
completed in September 1940.

On the recommendation of Mr Ritchie (1920), supported in 1935 by PWD Director of Works, Edward Tindale, 
a channel rather than pipeline was chosen to transport the water. This was intended to keep costs low. The 
contour channel was constructed from 1935 to 1937, under supervision of engineers E.H. Oldham and J.W. 
Allen of the Metropolitan Water Supply Sewerage and Drainage Department (MWSS&DD). It covered 16km 
through the Canning River valley, connecting at Gosnells with a pipeline to Cannington and from there into 
water mains to Fremantle and Mt Eliza (Kings Park). At Gosnells the water was filtered and (from the mid-
1950s) had fluoride and chlorine added. The channel used concrete on a base of local gravel. In places, 
it was routed through piped siphons to cross valleys or pass under roads. The terrain was rugged in many 
places, and as a result construction used little machinery.

Construction workers for the Channel, both sustenance men and MWSS&DD permanent employees, lived 
in camps along its length. The only lasting structures in these tent camps were stone chimneys. These were 
reportedly used to dry workers’ clothing, although it is likely they were used for a variety of purposes.

Place No.:  111
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Canning Contour Channel was used to provide the main Metropolitan water supply from 1940 to 1975, when 
it was superseded by the Canning Tunnel.1 

1             HCWA, P03709 Canning Contour Channel (fmr), Assessment documentation, June 2005

Historic Theme Why and How People Settled: Immigration
Why and How People Settled: Government Policy

Associations Metropolitan Water Supply Sewerage and Drainage Department

Sources -

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Third Stone Chimney, a stone chimney with steel lintel, has cultural heritage significance for the following 
reasons:

• The chimney has historic value as a remnant of the workers camps historically associated with the 
construction of the Canning Contour Channel and Canning Dam. 

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Opening of the chimney facing Peet Road.
Source: SCA 06/11/2018

Top of the chimney to the north.
Source: SCA 06/11/2018

Place No.:  111
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Steel lintel above chimney opening. 
Source: SCA 06/11/2018

East elevation of chimney facing Peet Road.
Source: SCA 06/11/2018

Rear of the chimney.
Source: SCA 06/11/2018

Random course stonework.
Source: SCA 06/11/2018

Place No.:  111
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Roleystone Post Office/Store, Picnic/Flat Rock, Butcher Shop, Co-operative 

Store
Street Address 2 Soldiers Road
Locality Roleystone
Landgate PIN 1211769, 353597
Land Information Lot 110, 45 Vol/Folio 212900427, 210100286

Diagram D094147, D048096
GPS -32.12612811, 116.0606755; -32.12636817, 116.0615977

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04723
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Precinct or Streetscape
Original Use Commercial - Other
Current Use Commercial - Other
Other Use -

Roleystone Historic Precinct
Previous Place No.:  091

Place No.:  112
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1921- c.1940s
Walls Face brick, compressed fibre cement sheeting, timber weatherboard
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Inter-War

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The precinct consists of single-storey buildings arranged in an informal cluster near the intersection of 
Brookton Highway and Soldiers Road in Roleystone. Buildings 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8, are on one aligned on the 
east-west axis, and buildings 1-3 are aligned separately. 

The group of six buildings to the west of Soldier’s Road is called Brackenridge Village. They present a 
uniform scheme and materials overall, with a combination of compressed cement fibre sheeting cladding, 
timber weatherboard and face brick. The buildings are also connected by brick paved paths and timber 
ramps. A central court space is located to the centre of the village and contains mature plantings, a timber 
rotunda and a windmill structure. A mini golf course is also built into the landscape.

Buildings 1-3 are single-storey with corrugated steel gable roofs and timber board infill to the ridge. The walls 
are painted timber weatherboard to the lower portion and compressed fibre cement sheeting above. Building 
2 has a timber wagon adjacent and brick to the north wall. Building 3 is clad with face brick all round with an 
extension to the west with similar timber weatherboard construction to the rest of the village. Buildings 4, 5 
and 6 are of similar construction, with skillion verandah roofs. Building 6 is a larger building compared to 4 
and 5, housing a number of tenancies with weatherboard and steel cladding to the east.

Previous Place No.:  091
Place No.:  112
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A collection of three buildings are located to the east of Soldiers Road and are not uniform in material, 
colour or construction. Building 7 is a single-storey building with steel fronted gable roof, lean-to to the east 
and north, and corrugated steel sheet all around. The building also has timber windows and timber framed 
awnings above. Building 8 has a gable roof and corrugated steel sheet all around similar to building 7. Lean-
to’s have been included to the north and south, and a timber post verandah is located to the west. Building 
9 is a single-fronted building with a corrugated steel gable roof and lean-to timber post veranda to the north 
with exposed rafters. The walls of this building are clad with cement fibre sheeting.

A small grassed park with valley views to the west, known as Smailes Park, is located to the north-west of 
the precinct. The park includes a 100-year old plough incorporated into the landscaping.

Condition Medium
Integrity Medium
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 29/05/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The buildings were developed in the period 1921 to the 1940s to form a small retail precinct. The area was 
called Picnic Rock or Flat Rock, a community meeting place from 1900 onwards.  Snook’s Store commenced 
in 1921, selling cigarettes, tinned goods and ‘convenience’ foods, adding post office services in 1928, and 
petrol bowsers, some time later.  Richard Knuckey opened a blacksmith’s shop opposite Snook’s Store in 
1921, and in the 1940s, the Co-operative Store and Butcher Shop were established close by.  In 1956, a 
drive-in picture theatre was established in this area, which operated until the transfer of film equipment to 
Exmouth in 1967.

A grassed picnic area remains near the rocky outcrop known as Flat Rock, which overlooks the Canning 
River valley, and has been named Smailes Park in memory of Ken Smailes (1917-2001).  A mounted plaque 
on a rock states:

SMAILES PARK

In memory of Ken Smailes.
a well respected orchardist and

farrier of the Roleystone - 
Karragullen district.

(1917 - 2001)

The 100 year old plough to the right
was ownded by Ken and his father

and was used to establish their
orchards in Karragullen

Previous Place No.:  091
Place No.:  112
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A proposed shed on Lot 45 east of Soldiers Road was issued a Building Licence in October 2010 following 
Planning Approval. 

In December 2014 a Change of Use application was approved for a hairdresser called “Hairrods for Hair” 
on Lot 45. The building was repainted in early 2015 following a request to the City which included a sample 
colour swatch. To the west of “Hairrods for Hair”, two buildings were approved for a Change of Use to a cafe 
and yoga centre in August 2015. The aforementioned cafe currently operates as a real estate office.

A Eucalyptus wandoo on 1 Soldiers Road was found to be in good health based on a Tree Assessment 
carried out in May 2017 and a year later a Compliance Certificate for major plumbing work at 2A, No. 1 
Soldiers Road was issued by the Plumbers Licensing Board of WA.

Historic Theme Social & Civic Activities: Cultural activities
Occupations: Commerce

Associations Ken Smailes

Sources • Mounted plaque in Smailes Park
• City of Armadale property database

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Roleystone History Precinct has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a distinctive precinct characterised by a group of buildings dating from 
the Inter-War period that exhibit similar architectural details and building materials.

• The place has historic value as it was established in the area called Flat Rock, a community meeting 
place from 1900 onwards, and was the location of the first Roleystone Post Office and General Store. The 
place also incorporates Smailes Park, which is dedicated to Ken Smailes, a well-respected orchardist 
and farrier from the Roleystone-Karragullen district. The plough incorporated into the park once belonged 
to Smailes and his father, and was used to establish their orchards in Karragullen.  

• The place has social value as a long-standing and popular meeting place and commercial area, which 
dates back to the 1920s.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

Previous Place No.:  091
Place No.:  112
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Brackenridge Village Building 4 with weatherboard  
and steel cladding to the east.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

Brackenridge Village Building 3 with full brick all 
round.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

Brackenridge Village Building 1 with brick on one 
elevation, painted timber weatherboard to the 
lower portion and fibre cement sheeting above.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

A central court space in Brackenridge Village with 
mature plantings, a timber rotunda and windmill 
structure.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

Previous Place No.:  091
Place No.:  112
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Timber wagon next to building 2 in Brackenridge 
Village.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

Building 7 with corrugated steel sheeting all 
around.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

Building 9 with timber post verandah to the north.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

Building 8 with gable roof and lean-to clad with 
corrugated steel sheeting.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

Building 9 with timber post verandah to the west.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

Mounted plaque in Smailes Park.
Source: SCA 29/05/2018

Previous Place No.:  091
Place No.:  112
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Building 7
Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  091
Place No.:  112
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address Lot 123 Stocker Road
Locality Roleystone
Landgate PIN 1061211
Land Information Lot 123 Vol/Folio 151700499

Plan/Diagram P000035
GPS -32.13679603, 116.0618146

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 20080
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Farming/Pastoral - Shed or Barn
Current Use Vacant/Unused
Other Use -

Butcher’s Barn
Previous Place No.:  078

Place No.:  113
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c1915-1940s
Walls Timber frame, corrugated steel
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Early 20th Century Vernacular Farm Building

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

This barn is located at the end of Stocker Road, within the Wungong Regional Park. The site slopes 
downwards from south to north.

The place is a single-storey timber framed iron clad structure with a short sheet iron gable roof and two lean 
-tos to the north and south elevations. Two large openings are located to the east facade of the building, with 
a wire gate to the central opening. Small painted timber framed windows to the east are in poor condition 
with broken and missing glass, as is the unpainted timber framed windows to the north, south and west. A 
timber frame door opening is located on the west facade. A cattle ramp connects a timber post fenced pen 
northwest of the building to the northern lean-to.

Log columns supporting timber joists and battens are still extant. The interior concrete floor steps up to 
the timber plank boards located within the northern lean-to. A timber structure to the northwest contains a 
mezzanine level with a balustrade, approximately a metre, and high clad with horizontal timber planks with 
a hinged gate to the west.

Condition Poor
Integrity Low
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 11/07/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

This structure was built by the pioneering Butcher family, from local timber, with corrugated iron roofing.

The barn is considered to be built by James Butcher. James Butcher contributed to the area by serving on 
the Road Board and by developing his own citrus orchard or ‘orangery’ in Roleystone.1

The barn is valued by the local photographers and walkers.

1     Elaine de Ruiter, 2019.

Historic Theme Occupations: Pastoralism and Farming

Associations Butcher Family

Sources 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.:  078
Place No.:  113
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Butcher's Barn has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a prominent vernacular style structure and is visually pleasing as a 
rustic building in a rural landscape, surrounded by native bushland.

• The place has historic value as it is associated with the Butcher family, who were a pioneering family in 
the district.

• The place has social value as it is valued by the community as a well-known local landmark that marks 
the beginning of a walk-trail through Roleystone.

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

South-east facade.
Source: SCA 11/07/2018

North facade with cattle ramp and timber post 
fenced pen.
Source: SCA 11/07/2017

Small painted timber framed windows to the east.
Source: SCA 11/07/2018

Interior space with log columns, raised floor and 
mezzanine structure.
Source: SCA 11/07/2018

Previous Place No.:  078
Place No.:  113
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Raised timber floor structure to the northern lean-to.
Source: SCA 11/07/2017

Interior of southern lean-to.
Source: SCA 11/07/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008 Photograph of the view from Flat Rock in 
Roleystone around 1940 showing the Butcher's 
farm or orangery.  James Butcher's barn was  
considered to have been located here.
Source: Elaine de Ruiter, 2019

Previous Place No.:  078
Place No.:  113

650



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 22 Stocker Road
Locality Roleystone
Landgate PIN 1061207
Land Information Lot 143 Vol/Folio 165900295

Plan/Diagram P003304
GPS -32.12713151, 116.051442

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 18985
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Other Built Type
Original Use Forestry - Timber Mill
Current Use Vacant/Unused
Other Use -

Sparrows Race and Site of First Water-Driven Saw Mill
Previous Place No.:  093

Place No.:  114
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1865-66
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place comprises the remains of a millrace and the site of a former saw mill near the banks of the Canning 
River, where it passes through a farming property at 22 (formerly No. 1) Stocker Road.  The remains of the 
race are located to the southwest of the residence, with the former saw mill site located further west.  Traces 
of the millrace extend for approximately 400 metres parallel to the river and comprise the mounds and 
depressions consistent with a shallow channel.  The race terminates at the site of the former saw mill, which 
is distinguished by a clump of trees and a scattering of large dolorite stones in a deep depression. 

Condition Poor
Integrity Low
Authenticity Low
Date of Survey 19/11/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

In 1865-66, Thomas Buckingham, and his brother, Alexander, constructed a sawmill on Sparrow’s Paddock 
using a race to channel water (for motive power) from the nearby Canning River. This venture was funded by 
their father Thomas Buckingham senior who employed ticket-of-leave man William Lush to help his sons.  At 
the site they also built a blacksmith’s shop, a carpenter’s shop, forges and lathes.  Traces of the race remain 
and the mill-site can be identified.  The venture was unsuccessful.  In 1875, Alexander then built his own mill 
further downstream along Buckingham Rd Kelmscott opposite Grade Road.  In 1886, Thomas junior built his 
successful saw-mill on his property ‘Poplar’, Kelmscott side of the Buckingham Bridge.1

In July 2012 the proposed subdivision to create two lots plus reserve was recommended by refusal from the 
City of Armadale, however the WA Planning Commission approved the proposal in September 2012. The 
approval has now expired as it was valid three years from the advice and no visible change to the site was 
observed.

1        Elaine de Ruiter, 2019.

Historic Theme Occupations: Timber industry
People: Early Settlers

Associations Thomas Buckingham Senior, William Lush
Sources City of Armadale property database

Previous Place No.:  093
Place No.:  114
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Sparrows Race and Site of First Water-Driven Saw Mill has cultural heritage significance for the following 
reasons:

• The place has historic value as the site of the first water-driven saw mill and millrace established in the 
district by Thomas Buckingham junior and his brother Alexander Buckingham and funded by their father 
Thomas Buckingham Senior. 

• The place has scienctific value for its potential to reveal archaeological information about the level of 
technology and innovation used by early pioneers and demonstrates their early endeavours to establish 
industry using local resources. 

Management Category 4
Level of Significance Little

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Earth embankment to the east of the Canning 
River, northwest of the residence.
Source: SCA 19/11/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  093
Place No.:  114
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address Thompson Road
Locality Roleystone
Landgate PIN 1160496
Land Information Lot - Vol/Folio -

Plan/Diagram Road
GPS -32.12998359, 116.0784418

HERITAGE LISTING
DPLH inHerit Database 18984
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Other Built Type
Original Use Transport/Communications - Road: Bridge
Current Use Transport/Communications - Road: Bridge
Other Use -

Old Ford
Previous Place No.:  088

Place No.:  115
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date -
Walls Concrete
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The bridge is approximately 14 metres long and is located on Thompson Road and spans the Canning River. 
The river flows north to south with surrounding mature bushland.

The road and bridge is topped with bitumen and has six concrete water channels and concrete abutments 
located under the road. Some evidence of a low stone and mortar wall is located east of the crossing. There 
are circular painted steel balustrades located to both sides of the bridge.

The picturesque setting of the ford in rural mature bushland adds to its significance.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 11/07/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

As with Cronin’s Ford, the Old Ford near Thompson Road was one of the early Coach Road river crossings. 
Bevan Carter in "Settlement to City" disputed the existence of the Old Coach Road.

The 2008 Municipal Heritage Inventory notes that the remains of the former ford are believed to be located 
in the vicinity of the present road crossing on Thompson Road, which is the only practicable crossing in the 
area, and comprises a timber and concrete bridge with a bituminous finish.

Historic Theme Transport & Communications: Road transport

Associations -

Sources 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

Previous Place No.:  088
Place No.:  115
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Old Ford has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as the picturesque setting of the ford in rural mature bushland adds to its 
significance.

• The place has historic value as the site of one of the early river crossings associated with the old Coach 
Road.

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Six water channels to the north of bridge.
Source: SCA 11/07/2018

Low stone and mortar wall located to the east of the 
crossing.
Source: SCA 11/07/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  088
Place No.:  115
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Thomas Buckingham’s Cottage (Ruins)
Street Address 42 & 701 Thompson Road
Locality Roleystone
Landgate PIN 1214077, 1100902
Land Information Lot 40, 701 Vol/Folio 218300324, 199600519

Plan/Diagram D086001/P019662
GPS -32.12753645, 116.0767458; -32.12904, 116.0790257

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 16627
Previous AMHI 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group, Other Built Type
Original Use Farming / Pastoral - Homestead
Current Use Vacant / Unused
Other Use -

Thomas Buckingham’s House Ruins
Previous Place No.:  119

Place No.:  116
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1861
Walls Stone dolorite
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is a large grassed field sloping south to north accessed via Thompson Road with some mature 
flame trees on the site. An iron clad shed north of the stone dam is not recorded in the Local Heritage Survey 
but is extant. 

A low stone wall to the west arranged in a U-shape appear to be remnants of a small stone dam. North east 
of the stone dam are remnants of low rectangular stone walls with timber and barbed wire fencing. Further 
southeast of the stone dam and stone wall are remnants of house one and house two.

The ruins of house one are located on a steep slope and has four external walls, approximately 500mm wide 
at various heights, constructed with stone. The east wall with a slight return to the south is approximately 
2,100mm high with some cavities to the ground level.

The ruins of house two are located southeast of house one and has remnants of dolorite stone walls of less 
then 1,000mm in height.

Condition Poor
Integrity Low
Authenticity Low
Date of Survey 17/07/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Thomas Buckingham and his family, after settling in the Wanneroo district in 1855, moved to Roleystone in 
1858.  The Buckingham family’s land holdings at Roleystone were extensive (5,559 acres), but their attempts 
at grazing and farming there proved largely unsuccessful. Their cattle and horses died from poisoning, both 
from toxic water and from some native plants, and wild dogs took other stock.  To supplement their farm 
income, they (and others, such as the Martin family) turned to timber felling, milling and carting.  This was 
the beginning of a thriving timber industry in the Armadale district, which continued into the 20th Century.

Wandoo (Eucalyptus wandoo) and Jarrah (Eucalyptus marginata) trees were cut for telegraph poles, railway 
sleepers, and various other timber products. In addition, members of the Buckingham and Martin families 
carted sandalwood (Santalum spicatum) to the coast, from areas east of the Darling Range, for export to 
Singapore and China.

Previous Place No.:  119
Place No.:  116
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To further profit from the felling of local timber, the Buckingham family set up saw pits in the area and were 
responsible for establishing the first water-driven saw mills in the district. These mills were established by 
Thomas Buckingham junior and his brother Alexander Buckingham on Canning Location 32 during 1865-
66, and at `Poplar’ (now 222 Brookton Highway) in Kelmscott by Thomas Buckingham junior in 1886. Other 
water-driven sawmills were established by Alexander Buckingham at Kelmscott, on Suburban Lot 35 (now 
121 Buckingham St) in 1875.1 

The Buckinghams also supplied the local area with finished wood products, such as wagons and carts,
as well as coffins. Sawpits expanded throughout Kelmscott and Armadale and much of the traffic movement 
through the area was a result of the carting of timber.

It is considered that the larger ruin on the site was used for the production of wine.2 In a section of Thomas 
Buckingham junior's memoir he wrote for 1872:

"Made a quantity of wine, but there was no sale for it, or very little, at 3/- or 3/6 a gallon, some was sold at 
William’s River."

The smaller ruin is considered to have been the retirement home of Thomas Buckingham Senior.
A garden was located around the site of the original farmhouse.3

The 2008 Municipal Heritage Inventory notes the stone used as dolorite.

Historic Theme People: Early settlers
Occupations: Pastoralism and Farming
Occupations: Timber industry

Associations • Thomas Buckingham Snr - Original owner
• Thomas Buckingham Jr. - Builder

Sources • 2005 Municipal Heritage Inventory Nomination form
• Information from Palassis Heritage Architects
• Hocking Heritage Studio reports
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Thomas Buckingham's House Ruins, includes two remnants of two houses, a rock dam and stone yard, have 
cultural heritage significance for the following reasons: 

• The place has aesthetic value as the house ruins, combined with the rock dam and stone yard are 
ruinous but rustic structures that, despite their degree of dilapidation, show evidence of high quality 
masonry craftsmanship, robustness and adaptability to local conditions and materials.

• The place has historic value as the remains of the residence and farming property established by Thomas 
Buckingham Senior, one of the founding pioneers of Roleystone.

Previous Place No.:  119
Place No.:  116
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Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

East elevation of house one.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

Remnants of house two.
Source: SCA 17/07/2018

U-shaped stone dam,
Source: SCA 11/07/2018

Remnants of stone walls timber and barbed wire 
fencing.
Source: SCA 11/07/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008 Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  119
Place No.:  116
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Source: AMHI 2008 Source: AMHI 2008

Source: AMHI 2008 Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  119
Place No.:  116
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Photo taken 05/08/2016
Source: Glenys Innes

Photo taken c1970
Source: Glenys Innes

Retirement House of Thomas Buckingham Senior
Source: Glenys Innes, date not known.

Retirement House of Thomas Buckingham Senior 
c1930
Source: Bessie Spyvee (Buckingham descendant)

Buckingham Farmhouse c1935
Source: Glenys Innes

Previous Place No.:  119
Place No.:  116
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Mrs Ley’s Place
Street Address Lot 809 South West Highway (accessed via Corrigan Rise)
Locality Wungong
Landgate PIN 11502153
Land Information Lot 809 Vol/Folio 268700932

Plan/Diagram P048832
GPS -32.18643561, 116.024822

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 08775
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential – Single-storey Residence
Current Use Residential – Single-storey Residence
Other Use -

Dawkin’s Place
Previous Place No.:  006

Place No.:  117
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is a single-storey stone building with a hipped corrugated steel roof. The building has a simple 
symmetrical form incorporating random coursed stonework, a pair of vertically-proportioned windows located 
either side of the central doorway, and a pair of tall masonry chimneys at each end.  There is brick quoining 
to openings and corners. The windows and doors have timber-frames, rendered sills, and exposed iron half 
lintels and brick headers. The verandah has square chamfered timber posts, and timber decking to the north, 
west and south elevations. 

The house is set near the top of a rise, amongst bushland, with a native garden in the front yard.  A cistern 
exists immediately behind the house, and the remains of a former rendered brick outhouse is located some 
distance to the side of the house.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 13/11/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The 2008 MHI states that restoration works were carried out to the windows of the residence in 1987. The 
previous MHI also notes that  “the verandah is also timber framed, although it has a concrete floor”. 

In 2010 a Building Licence was granted for construction of a shed on the property.

The 2008 MHI previously combined Dawkin's Place with the place name Cooliabra. Cooliabra (which has 
various spellings) is located to the east of Dawkin's Place and consists of archaeological remains of a 
c1860 homestead at the source of a creek, known as Cooliabra springs. Cooliabra was previously owned by 
Ishmael Rogers.1 

1     Ian Boersma, 2019.

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities

Associations • Mrs Ley

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1911
Walls Stone and face brick
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Bungalow

Previous Place No.:  006
Place No.:  117
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Sources • City of Armadale property database
• Simon Dawkins
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Dawkin's Place has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as is represents a method of construction using exposed stone, brick, 
corrugated steel, and timber which is becoming increasingly rare.

• The place has social value to the local community. 
• The place has aesthetic value as a good example of Federation Bungalow style of architecture.
  
Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Stonework and brick quoining element shaded by 
a timber framed verandah to the west.
Source: SCA 13/11/2018

Exposed iron half lintels and brick headers above 
timber framed windows to the north, west and 
south elevations.
Source: SCA 13/11/2018

Timber decking to the north, west and south 
elevations.
Source: SCA 13/11/2018

Compressed cement fibre sheet and weatherboard 
lean-to extension to the east.
Source: SCA 13/11/2018

Previous Place No.:  006
Place No.:  117
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Rendered brick outhouse to the south of the 
house.
Source: SCA 13/11/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Previous Place No.:  006
Place No.:  117
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AAPPENDIX 1

Places in Appendix 1 are currently located within a 
MRA jurisdiction. MRA places located within the City 
of Armadale are now going through a process of 
normalisation and once this is complete the places 
will be part of the City's jurisdiction. These places are 
not formally included in the Local Heritage Survey 
but will be included once the normalisation process 
is complete.

1. RSL Hall 1 Commerce Avenue, Armadale
2. Armadale Fire Station 438 Green Avenue, Armadale
3. Haydock's Place 62 Allen Road, Forrestdale
4. John Haynes Dairy 474 Eleventh Road, Haynes
5. Maldon 310 Forrest Road, Haynes
6. Gladalan Nursery (fmr) Lot 46 Gray Road, Haynes
7. Old Station Master's Residence 1091 Albany Highway, Kelmscott
8. Infant Health Clinic (fmr) 2821 Albany Highway, Kelmscott
9. Wungong Farm 175 Eleventh Road, Wungong

10. Nissen Hut 20-24 Gull Street, Wungong 
11. Congregational Mission Hall (fmr) 1442 Rowley Road, Wungong
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Returned Serviceman League Hall
Street Address 1 Commerce Avenue
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 1203262
Land Information Lot 28 Vol/Folio 3109471

Plan/Diagram P193195
GPS -32.151863, 116.013727

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04681
Previous AMHI 1995
Other Listings MRA Armadale Heritage Listing 2017

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Social/Recreational - RSL Hall
Current Use Social/Recreational - RSL Hall
Other Use -

RSL Hall Appendix 1
MRA 
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1935
Walls Rendered masonry and compressed fibre cement sheeting
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Inter-War

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The site is lcoated on the corner of Commerce Avenue and Third Road. The Armadale Railway line runs 
along the west boundary of the site. Car parks are located to the north and south of the site. The front 
elevation of the building faces Commerce Avenue.

The RSL building is single-storey with a corrugated steel hip and gable roof. The building has been 
constructed predominantly using painted rendered masonry; however, some sections of the building are 
painted brickwork or framed construction with compressed fibre cement sheeting. Windows to the building 
have fixed steel security grilles. The building is currently painted cream and the corrugated steel roof is 
green. A section of an exterior wall facing south has a mural.

‘R.S.L Club Rooms 1935’ appears as signage on the gable above the entrance and signifies the building’s 
opening year. There is a small garden area adjacent to the building facing Commerce Avenue. This garden 
area contains a ‘Furphy Water Cart’ and has interpretative signage explaining the history of the cart. A 
memorial plaque and white flag pole is also located in this area. The small garden is surrounded by simple 
steel fence railing that is painted green.

Solar photovoltaic panels, satellite antennas and air conditioning condenser units are located on the roof to 
the north and west. A steel shed is lcoated to the northwest of the building. A section of the building adjacent 
to the steel shed has been clad using similar cladding.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 12/12/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The Armadale Returned Soldiers League was formed in 1919, following the end of the World War I. Meetings 
were initially held at the Armadale Co-operative Society rooms and Parish Hall until the RSL Hall was opened 
in December 1935 on land leased from the Kelmscott District Roads Board. The kitchen and library were built 
with voluntary labour from the branch’s members, with books and furniture sourced from donations.

The hall was extended in the 1960s to almost double the area, to complement the existing building fabric 
(brick and plaster finish). A minor extension was completed in 1983, increasing the floor area of the club rooms 
adjacent to Eleventh Avenue (now Commerce Avenue). A further substantial extension was undertaken in 
1998, effectively doubling the floor area of building. 

Appendix 1
MRA 
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A new hall was constructed in 1998, built to the same standard as the original structure and consequent 
extensions. In addition to the hall, the extension saw the inclusion of a new kitchen, bathroom facilities and 
bar. The roof of the extension was originally a different colour, illustrating the growth of the original building; 
however, this was later replaced with the same colour roofing covering the remainder of the building. Windows 
to the front elevation of the Club Room (facing Commerce Avenue) were added to the building in the early 
2000s. 

In addition to the hall’s use as social meeting place for the RSL’s members and as a space to commemorate 
ex-service personnel, the site has been used extensively as a space for functions. 

The gable signage to the RSL hall is included in "Signs of Australia" by Brady Michaels and Dale Campisi 
published in 2017.

Historic Theme Outside Influences: World Wars and other wars

Associations -

Sources • MRA Armadale Heritage Listing 2017
• “Armadale Ex-Soldiers Club” (1939, December 9) The West Australian 

(Perth, WA – 1879-1954) p.16, available from http://trove.nla.gov.au/
newspaper/article/32984050 (accessed 25 February 2016)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The RSL Hall, a single storey Inter-War building has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has historic value as it represents the presence of the Returned Services League (RSL) in 
Armadale, following the involvement of Australian servicemen and servicewomen in conflicts overseas 
since World War I. 

• The place has social value as a venue for social and commemorative events for members of the RSL. 
The RSL club has also been used for various community events throughout its history.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

Appendix 1
MRA 
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

East elevation facing Commerce Avenue.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

Entry and signage to the east.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

‘Furphy Water Cart’ and interpretative signage to 
the east. 
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

North elevation.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

Entry to the east facing Commerce Avenue.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

Interpretative signage situated on Commerce 
Avenue.
Source: SCA 06/06/2018

Appendix 1
MRA 
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Plaque situated on Commerce Avenue.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

Signage to the east elevation.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

Mural on south elevation.
Souce: SCA 12/12/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Front elevation of the RSL taken from Commerce 
Avenue.
Source: MRA 2017

Appendix 1
MRA 
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Old Armadale Fire Station
Street Address 438 Green Avenue
Locality Armadale
Landgate PIN 344886
Land Information Lot 4 Vol/Folio 1452160

Plan/Diagram P181497
GPS -32.151703, 116.012928

HERITAGE LISTING
DPLH inHerit Database 14430
Previous AMHI -
Other Listings Fire & Rescue Service Heritage Inventory 1997; MRA Armadale Heritage 

Inventory 2017

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Governmental - Fire Station
Current Use Governmental - Fire Station
Other Use -

Armadale Fire Station Appendix 1
MRA 
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1963 (extended 1991)
Walls Face brick
Roof Tile
Architectural Style Post-War

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The site is located on the corner of Forrest Road and Green Avenue. There are two entry driveways to the 
site off Green Avenue. The front elevation of the building faces west towards Green Avenue. A small car 
parking area is located to the west of the building and a larger car parking for the fire station is located to 
the rear of the building (east) which is accessed by the driveway that runs along the south  boundary. The 
Armadale Railway line runs along the east boundary of the site. There is a vacant site to the south. 

The building is single storey and is constructed using face brickwork. The building has a predominantly  
hip and gable terracotta tiled roof. Originally constructed in 1963, extensions to the building in 1991 were 
constructed in a similar style to the original building. The original ‘Armadale Fire Station’ signage is located 
on the north elevation of the building, facing Forrest Road. There are large cream coloured aluminum roller 
doors to the building on the west elevation. A single door entrance is also located off the Green Avenue 
entrance. The building is surrounded by mature trees and landscaping. A galvanised chain mesh fence 
borders the garden area to the north of the building. A taller chain mesh fence with barbed wire encloses the 
car park to the east of the building. 

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 12/12/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The Western Australian Fire Brigade Board announced the a proposed fire station, engine and equipment in 
April 1940 following the agreement of the Fire Brigades Board that a volunteer Fire Brigade should be formed 
for the protection of Armadale and Kelmscott, following an unsuccessful attempt by the Armadale-Kelmscott  
in 1930 to have a fire station funded by the State Government. A permanent fire brigade was established 
at the site in 1954 following the Armadale-Kelmscott ’s request, in light of rapid growth in building in the 
Armadale area. The built form fire station was constructed on site in 1963, with the engine room and related 
concrete ramp accessible from Forrest Road (in lieu of the current entry from Green Avenue, formerly Ninth 
Avenue). The 1963 building consisted of the engine room, bedroom facilities, change facilities and a kitchen. 
Ancillary to the built form, a hose tower was constructed in the rear yard (adjacent to the railway) on top of 
a concrete base. Several extant trees within the site were removed prior to the construction of the building. 
Extensions to the fire station were announced in 1985, to enable a permanent fire service to be provided to 
cater for the growth in Armadale and its surrounds. Opened in 1991 at a cost of $415,000, the extension saw 
the volunteer fire service part of the building retained as a meeting and training area for volunteer firefighters 
with the permanent (non-volunteer) firefighters based within extended area.

Appendix 1
MRA 
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Signage located on the west elevation states:

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN  FIRE BRIGADES BOARD
ARMADALE FIRE STATION

This Fire Station was offically opened on 18th May 1991
by

HON GRAHAM EDWARDS. MLC.
Minister for Police; Emergency Services; Sport and Recreation

BOARD MEMBERS   
                               

R. W. SARGENT. AFSM                                  K. M. CASTLEHOW
Executive Chairman                                        Chief Officer
B. D. BARKER                 A. W. LLEWELLYN            A. TONKIN
D. J. FLETCHER             R. J. McNALLY                  D. R. WATSON
R. M. JONES                   D. V. NAIRN                      B. G. WILLOUGHBY
                                         P. F. PEARSE

J. LITTLE Secretary

                Architects;                                                              Builders;
LJ SCANLAN AND ASSOCIATES          GRENDEL CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS PTY

A separate memorial plaque to September 11th 2001 is located close to the ground on the same elevation 
and states:

September 11th 2001
“All gave some
some gave all”

343 Brothers Lost
In Memory

Historic Theme Social and Civic Activities: Community services & utilities

Associations -

Appendix 1
MRA 

675



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

Sources • Department of Planning Lands and Heritage InHerit Database
• MRA Armadale Heritage Listing 2017
• “Armadale Fire Brigade” (1940, April 24) The West Australian (Perth, 

WA: 1879 -1954), p.15. Available from http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/
article/46370925 (accessed 25 February 2016)

• “Armadale Fire District” (1930, March 11) The Daily News (Perth, 
WA: 1882-1950), p.4. Available from http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/
article/83503171 (accessed 25 February 2016)

• “Westfield-Armadale Bush Fire Brigade” (1954, December 2) South 
West Advertiser (Perth, WA: 1910-1954), p.7. Available from http://trove.
nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/149770840 (accessed 25 February 2016)

• Fire and Rescue Service of Western Australia (1997) Department of 
Contract and Management Services (1997) ‘Fire and Rescue Service of 
Western Australia Heritage Inventory Volume 1 A-D’. Fire and Rescue

• Service of Western Australia, Perth

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Armadale Fire Station, a single storey Post-War building, has cultural heritage significance for the 
following reasons:

• The place has historic value as the first government building in Armadale used solely for fire and 
emergency services, having been constructed in the 1960s following extensive lobbying by the former 
Armadale-Kelmscott Roads Board for a volunteer fire station in Armadale since the 1930s. 

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

West elevation towards Green Avenue.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

North elevation towards Forrest Road.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018
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Memorial plaque located close to the west elevation
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

Board member memorial signage located to the 
west elevation.
Source 12/12/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Main Fire Station Building (1991 Extension) looking 
towards entrance from Green Avenue
Source: MRA 2017

Original Entry to the Fire Station from Forrest Road. 
The original entry for vehicles was beneath the 
‘Armadale Fire Station’ Signage.
Source: MRA 2017
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Armadale Fire State Building Licence Plans - 23 November 1962 (Source: State Records Office)
Source: MRA 2017 (State Records Office)
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Haydock’s Existing Homesite
Street Address 62 Allen Road
Locality Forrestdale
Landgate PIN 389271
Land Information Lot 79 Vol/Folio 117300234

Plan P226007
GPS -32.14435981, 115.952136

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04694
Previous AMHI 1995, 2008
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Farming/Pastoral - Homestead
Current Use Residential - Single-storey Residence
Other Use -

Haydock’s Place Appendix 1
MRA 
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1900
Walls Corrugated steel, render and face brick
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place comprises a single-storey rendered brick and iron cottage, with a simple rectangular plan 
surrounded by a timber framed verandah on all four sides.  The verandah is incorporated under the main 
broken-back hipped roof and has been enclosed to the rear with brick while the east facade and carport is 
clad in corrugated steel.  The building is modestly detailed, with no gutters to the roof, a simple face-brick 
chimney, and slender verandah posts.  The front elevation features timber framed windows located either 
side of the central doorway.

The house is set in a large yard, bounded by a white-painted timber post and rail fence, and featuring a 
number of mature trees, including a palm tree located to the west of the cottage.  A timber framed shed clad 
with corrugated steel is located in the paddock to the west of the house and the remains of other structures 
are located on the property.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 06/11/2018

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The oldest extant residence in Forrestdale was built around 1900 by Auguste Moernich, on a property used 
for dairy farming. Auguste Moernich was a member of the Jandakot Road Board in c1904 representing the 
east Jandakot ward. Around 1923 the Jandakot Road Board was absorbed into the Armadale Kelmscott 
Road Board district. After Moernich moved to his second property at Westfield Road, on the Wongong River, 
Haydock’s moved into the residence.1

In September 2013 a Building Permit followed by a Certificate of Design Compliance was issued for 
refurbishment of the residence.

In December that year a planning document involving the property of Haydock’s Place was prepared by 
Development Planning Strategies on behalf of the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority (MRA): The 
Forrestdale Business Park (West) Structure Plan for Ranford Road, Anstey Road, Allen Road and Keane 
Road. In March 2014 the City of Armadale received  notification of the approval of the Forrestdale Business 
Park West Structure Plan from the MRA.

1     Kim Fletcher, 2019. 
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In May 2014 the MRA provided another update to the City of Armadale. The Minister for Planning had 
“granted the final approval to Scheme Amendment No. 29 to the Armadale Redevelopment Scheme 2004”. 
The correspondence also stated that “notice of the approval was published in the Government Gazette on 
23 May 2014”, with the “Amendment coming into effect the following day”.

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities
Occupations: Pastoralism and Farming

Associations Auguste Moernich

Sources • City of Armadale property database
• 2008 City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Haydock's Place, a single storey Federation Bungalow, has cultural heritage significance for the following 
reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a modest cottage in a rural setting that dates from the turn of the 
century and is typical of buildings of its age and type.

• The place has historic value as it is associated with early dairy operations in the Forrestdale area, and is 
believed to be the only remaining house dating from the turn of the century, still intact in the Forrestdale 
district.

Management Category 2
Level of Significance Considerable

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Front elevation showing the broken back hipped 
roof, verandah, and partly clad in corrugated steel.
Source: SCA 06/11/2018

Corrugated steel carport to the east of the house.
Source: SCA 06/11/2018
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Rear of the building enclosed with face brick visible 
on the west elevation.
Source: SCA 06/11/2018

Corrugated steel shed in a paddock west of the 
house.
Source: SCA 06/11/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Source: AMHI 2008

Appendix 1
MRA 

682682



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

SITE INFORMATION
Other Names
Street Address
Locality
Landgate PIN
Land Information

GPS

HERITAGE LISTING
DPLH inHerit Database
Previous AMHI
Other Listings

PLACE TYPE
Original Use
Current Use
Other Use

John Haynes Dairy

Inchigagin (Gaelic for ‘place of trees’); Hand Abattoir (fmr) 
474 Eleventh Road
Haynes
383722
Lot 99 Vol/Folio 2886497

Plan/Diagram P694
-32.159875, 115.978476

04670
1995
MRA Armadale Heritage Listing 2017

Individual Building or Group
Residential - Single-storey residence
Farming/Pastoral - Cottage
-
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1933-1964
Walls Weatherboard
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Inter-War Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The former John Haynes Dairy is located on Eleventh Road, Haynes between the intersections with Wollaston 
Avenue and Forrest Road. The site comprises of a single storey timber cottage with a corrugated steel roof 
and three masonry farm buildings used for dairy activities on site. The front elevation of the farm buildings 
facing onto Eleventh Road is clad with face brick, with aluminium roller doors and corrugated steel roofs. 
Several other structures are present, including water tanks and wells. The site has a number of mature trees 
towards the frontage facing Eleventh Road.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity High
Date of Survey 29/01/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The site was originally part of a significant agricultural landowning by Mr Hand, the owner of a local butcher 
shop in Jull Street, Armadale. Used originally as an abattoir, cattle were transported from Robb Jetty (south of 
Fremantle) to be slaughtered on site, with meat sold at the Hand Brothers Butchers retail shop in Jull Street, 
Armadale. The site was purchased by James Edward Courthope Haynes (Ted Haynes), a local farmer, in 
1932 with the intent to convert the site into a dairy. 

Originally purchased as a site of 187 acres, 8 acres of the site were sold during the Second World War. Upon 
Ted’s retirement, his son John took over the day-to-day running of the dairy in 1963. Three masonry farm 
buildings used for dairy activities were also constructed that year replacing the previous dairy constructed on 
site in 1948. A number of modifications have been made to the farm buildings, including an extension of one 
to include a raised roof and open entry to provide storage for farm supplies and machinery. Predominantly 
used as a dairy, part of the site was briefly used as a piggery to supplement the income received by the 
owners from the dairy operations, with the pigs transported to local markets. The dairy started with 12 cows, 
rising to approximately 60 cows at the dairy’s peak. In addition to the dairy and piggery, up to 600 hens 
produced eggs on site. The cottage on the site was constructed between 1933 and 1963 using weatherboard 
and corrugated iron. 
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The existing dairy on the site was built by John Haynes over several months in 1964. Historically, the Wungong 
River flowed through the site, however, the former Water Supply Department diverted this section, with the 
dairy sourcing an alternative water supply (hand dug well) adjacent to the lot’s boundary with Wollaston 
Avenue. By the mid-1990s, the site was still in operation as a dairy and piggery. As of 2016, the brick dairy, 
storage buildings and related structures remain, with no commercial dairy operations remaining onsite. The 
site has mature trees towards the frontage with Eleventh Road, which inspired the name ‘Inchigagin’, taken 
from the Gaelic word for ‘Place of Trees’. The water tanks and wells located on the property are associated 
with the site’s historic agricultural uses.

The place was formerly known as Brookdale, and jarrah walls were recorded in the 2017 MRA Armadale 
Heritage Listing.

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities
Occupations: Pastoralism and Farming

Associations John Haynes

Sources • MRA Armadale Heritage Listing 2017
• City of Armadale Municipal Heritage Inventory 1995
• Heritage and Conservations Professionals (2004) Brookdale Master 

Plan – Cultural Heritage Survey (prepared for Armadale Redevelopment 
Authority – August 2004) 

• Birtwistle Local History Collection (2012) Oral History Interview – John 
Haynes

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

John Haynes Dairy has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has historic value as one of the few remaining examples of Armadale’s rural history, with 
the site formerly used for dairy farming. Prior to major dairy operations from the site ending in the early 
2000s, the site was the last remaining dairy farm still in operation within the Armadale area.

• The place has historic value as the current suburb which contains the John Haynes Dairy was named 
‘Haynes’ by the City of Armadale in 2008, in recognition of the Haynes family’s historic connection to the 
former dairy and the Armadale area. 

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Weatherboard cottage and a masonry building to 
the west viewed from Eleventh Road.
Source: SCA 29/01/2019

Masonry farm buildings to the east of the cottage.
Source: SCA 29/01/2019

A smaller masonry farm building west of the cottage.
Source: SCA 29/01/2019
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Existing dwelling within the John Haynes Dairy lot 
(2016) Source: MRA 2017

Farm buildings within the John Haynes Dairy 
site, as seen from Eleventh Road. Existing  
remnant native tree cover is present (2016).
Source: MRA 2017

Farm building within the John Haynes Dairy site, as 
seen from Eleventh Road (2016).
Source: MRA 2017
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 310 Forrest Road
Locality Haynes
Landgate PIN 383732
Land Information Lot 98 Vol/Folio 1962219

Plan/Diagram  P694
GPS -32.159902, 115.987557

HERITAGE LISTING
DPLH inHerit Database -
Previous AMHI 1995
Other Listings MRA Armadale Heritage Inventory 2017

PLACE TYPE Other Built Type
Original Use Residential - Single-storey residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey residence
Other Use -

Maldon Appendix 1
MRA 
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1910
Walls Weatherboard
Roof Corrugated steel 
Architectural Style Federation Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Maldon is located on the south side of the lot fronting onto Forrest Road, Haynes and is set well back from 
the street. The dwelling was originally constructed as a weatherboard cottage with corrugated steel gable 
and hip roof and front verandah facing towards Forrest Road. The walls are clad with compressed fibre 
cement sheeting. The dwelling has also been extended to include a larger living area, with alterations to the 
verandah and front windows. The site contains a significant number of established native trees, particularly to 
the rear of the lot behind the Maldon dwelling, and a gravel driveway. Several additional ancillary structures 
are located within the site, including a corrugated metal shed and brick and tile dwelling, constructed by a 
later owner. There are subdivisions adjacent to the site to the east and west.

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 29/01/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Maldon was the former home of Arthur and Ellen Cosgrove, married at St Patricks Church, Fremantle on 13 
May 1898. The name ‘Maldon’ is derived from Ellen Cosgrove’s birthplace at Maldon, Victoria. The Cosgrove 
family had moved to the Armadale area in 1885. Arthur Cosgrove was well known within Armadale and its 
surrounds, having been elected to the Armadale-Kelmscott Roads Board as one of its inaugural councilors.

Under the Brookdale-Armadale Redevelopment Authority Wungong Urban Water Masterplan the site of 
Maldon has been designated as a future community park.

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities

Associations Arthur and Ellen Cosgrove

Sources • MRA Armadale Heritage Listing 2017
• “Family Notices” (1898, June 4) The West Australian (Perth, WA: 1879-

1954), p.4. Available from http:// trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/3203955 
(Accessed 8 March 2016)

• The City of Armadale
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Maldon, a single storey Federation Bungalow, has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as one of the few remaining examples of early twentieth century 
weatherboard cottages in the Wungong area.

• The place has historic value as a former home to Arthur Cosgrove, a local farmer and inaugural member 
of the Armadale-Kelmscott Roads Board.

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Photo from front of property.
Source: SCA 29/01/2019

The original house is masked by later extensions 
on all sides
Source: Fiona Bennet 10/09/2019

Maldon roofline
Source: Fiona Bennet10/09/2019

Maldon roofline
Source: Fiona Bennet10/09/2019
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Maldon - November 1932 
Source: Birtwistle Local Studies Library
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address Lot 46 Gray Road
Locality Haynes
Landgate PIN 383699
Land Information Lot 46 Vol/Folio 1756362

Plan/Diagram  D71178
GPS -32.147629, 115.979801

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database 04664
Previous AMHI 1995
Other Listings MRA Armadale Heritage Listing 2017

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Commercial - Other
Current Use Vacant/Unused
Other Use -

Gladalan Nursery (fmr) Appendix 1
MRA 
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1920-1960s (demolished 2008)
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The former Gladalan Nursery site is vacant, the building associated with the site having been demolished 
following the closure of the nursery. A concrete hardstand and foundation is all that remains of the former 
nursery and its associated structures. 

The site originally consisted of a small brick and tile cottage, with the remainder of the site consisting of 
orange groves. A large corrugated metal warehouse was built later to replace a number of smaller sheds on 
the site as the output of the nursery increased. Prior the demolition of the structures, approximately 75% of 
the 11 acre (4.45 hectare) property was covered by sheds and glass houses.

Condition -
Integrity -
Authenticity -
Date of Survey 29/01/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The site was acquired by the Joyner family in 1920, with a dwelling and sheds constructed on the site and 
orange orchard planted. In 1937, the dwelling and orchard were purchased by Alan and Gladys Brown (nee 
Joyner), with the site being used for orange, onion and egg farming on a low-scale (the name ‘Gladalan is 
a portmanteau of the first names of founders). Expansion of the business in the 1950s saw the erection of 
several greenhouses and a shed, growing to be the second largest employer in the Armadale area by the 
1990s, with a regular workforce of approximately 65 people. The ‘Gladalan Brown’ and ‘Gladalan White’ 
varieties of onion first grown at the site are named in honour of the nursery, having been adapted at the 
nursery through the selection of the best seedlings and grown at the nursery and alternative locations. The 
nursery’s core business during the 1950s and 1960s saw the seedlings and onions sold at commercial scale 
to other growers and major retail chains within the state. In 1999, the nursery was part of a pilot program 
recognised by the State Government for reducing water consumption and reducing water discharge to the 
Neerigen Brook. The Brown family retained ownership of the nursery until August 1999, with it sold to Dr 
Adrian Hobley. The nursery closed in May 2000, with the remaining buildings demolished in 2008.

Historic Theme Occupations: Horticulture

Associations -
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Sources • Department of Planning Lands and Heritage Inherit Database
• MRA Armadale Heritage Listing 2017
• Government of Western Australian (1999) Media Statements, Thursday 

18 February 1999. ‘Gladalan Nursery irrigation (sic) water & nutrient 
recycling demo plant opened. https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.
au/Pages/Court/1999/02/Gladalan-Nursery-irigation-water--nutrient-
recycling-demo-plantopened.aspx (Accessed 8 March 2016)

• Birtwistle Local History Collection (2012) – Oral History Interview – Hugh 
McCormick

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Gladalan Nursery (fmr) has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has historic value as a significant site due to its humble beginnings as a small rural homestead, 
to a medium-sized business enterprise that serviced the Perth metropolitan region with fresh produce. In 
its heyday during the late twentieth century, the nursery employed between 60 and 80 people, and was 
the second largest employer in the Armadale area. The ‘Gladalan’ variety of onions is derived from a 
variety first grown at the nursery, with the variety now grown by producers across Australia and globally.

Management Category 4
Level of Significance Little

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Remnant structures visible from Gray Road.
Source: SCA 29/01/2019

Remnant structures visible from Gray Road.
Source: SCA 29/01/2019
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Gladalan Nurseries northern elevation from Gray 
Road, following the closure of the Nursery, c.2000. 
(Source: Birtwistle Local Studies Library)
Source: MRA 2017

Gladalan Nurseries (fmr) northern elevation from 
Gray Road, showing remaining cncrete hardstand 
area (2016)
Source: MRA 2017
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Kelmscott Station Masters House
Street Address 2793 Albany Hwy
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 344883
Land Information Lot 1091 Vol/Folio

Plan/Diagram P000796
GPS -32.113492, 116.013870

HERITAGE LISTING
DPLH inHerit Database 03479
Previous AMHI -
Other Listings MRA Armadale Heritage Inventory 2017

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Transport/Communications - Rail: Housing or Quarters
Current Use Vacant/Unused
Other Use -

Old Station Master’s Residence Appendix 1
MRA 
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c1905
Walls Face brick
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The site is bounded by Albany Highway to the east, Streich Avenue to the south, a Western Power property 
to the north and an access road for Kelmscott Train Station parking to the west. The building’s front elevation 
faces west. 

The place comprises a single-storey brick residence that is currently unoccupied. Features include a 
corrugated steel roof incorporating a verandah across the front elevation, masonry chimneys and timber 
framed windows. The walls of the building are constructed in red face brick, with contrast render to the base 
of the walls and window sills. Additional structures have been installed to the original structure, including 
aluminium security screens. A small brick and iron shed is located in the rear yard of the property, originally 
used as the external toilet. Two original brick chimneys are located towards the rear of the building. The 
dwelling originally consisted of three bedrooms, dining room, lounge, kitchen and bathroom, opening up onto 
a rear verandah. Two of the bedrooms had brick fire places, with additional fire places on the other side of 
the internal wall to the lounge and dining room. Since the site’s discontinuance as a residence, modifications 
of the internal layout have been made, with several internal walls removed.

Several established gum trees are located on the site, to the rear of dwelling, adjacent to the Albany Highway 
road reserve. Additional fixtures to the building include two external air-conditioning condenser outlets (visible 
from the western elevation on the roof and wall of the northern elevation) and gas hot water system (visible 
from southern elevation). Openings on the southern elevation of the building (fronting Albany Highway) have 
been boarded up to prevent vandalism and illegal occupation of the site.

The site is currently enclosed by galvanised chain mesh fencing. 

Condition Fair
Integrity Low
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 12/12/2018
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HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Following the granting of Responsible Government to Western Australia in 1890, greater levels of government 
borrowing were available to fund public works. The South Western Railway, which included a line from Perth 
to Armadale, was part of the funded works, with the line opening in 1893. The Kelmscott station was opened 
in 1893, originally consisting of a timber station and a goods yard to the rear. The need for a residence to 
house the station master was only determined in 1898, with a tender for the Kelmscott and Armadale (S.W.R) 
Station Master’s Houses Contract advertised by the State Railway Department on 24 February 1898, which 
included the Kelmscott Station. The Station Masters Residence was completed in 1905, with Mr T L Warner 
becoming the first Station Master to occupy the dwelling. The resident Kelmscott Station Master and Officer 
in Charge occupied the dwelling until 1970. Since the site ceased being a residence, the site has been used 
for a variety of commercial purposes, with former tenants including a real estate agency and an op-shop. In 
2018 the building was unoccupied.

Historic Theme Social & Civic Activities: Government & politics

Associations Public Works Department

Sources • Department of Planning Lands and Heritage Inherit Database
• MRA Armadale Heritage Listing 2017
• City of Armadale (1995). Municipal Heritage Inventory 1995 Heritage and 

Conservation Professionals (2006) Kelmscott Town Centre – Cultural 
• Heritage Explanatory Report
• “South Western Railway - Kelmscott and Armidale (sic) Station Masters’ 

Houses Contract”, The West Australian (Perth, WA -1879-1954), p.2, 
available from http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/3196591

• (accessed 25 February 2016)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Old Station Master's Residence, a single storey Federation Bungalow, has cultural heritage significance 
for the following reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as the last remaining dwelling in Western Australian that was built to 
house a station master and is one of the few remaining structures outside of Perth related to the Perth 
to Armadale railway line opened in 1893. 

• The place has historic value as it was built by the Public Works Department under the State’s then Chief 
Architect, George Temple Poole.

Management Category 1
Level of Significance Exceptional
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Symmetrical front verandah to the west elevation.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

Boarded element to the east elevation. 
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

Face brick to the north elevation.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

Masonry chimney with rendered capping.
Source: SCA 12/12/2018

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

The Station Masters Residence, as seen from 
Kelmscott Railway Station entry road (2016)
Source: 2017 MRA MHI

Old Station Masters Residence, as seen from 
the rear elevation, 2005 (Source: Heritage and 
Conservation Professionals)
Source: 2017 MRA MHI

Appendix 1
MRA 

699



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

Internal Plan Of The Kelmscott Station Masters Residence, 1950 (Source: Armadale District Heritage Group) 
Source: MRA 2017
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Building when formerly used as an Op Shop
Source: Elaine de Ruiter 
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Infant Health Clinic (fmr) 

SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 2821 Albany Highway
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 349113
Land Information Lot 1092 Vol/Folio 3150197

Plan P160873
GPS -32.114273, 116.0143

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database -
Previous AMHI -
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Historic Site
Original Use Health - Hospital
Current Use Other
Other Use -
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date 1936-1940
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is located adjacent to Albany Highway close to the Kelmscott train station. The place is currently 
used as a car park for the train station. There are no physical remnants of the clinic.

Condition -
Integrity -
Authenticity -
Date of Survey 05/03/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Infant health centres were established in Western Australia from the 1920s in response to high infant mortality 
rates. After a 1921 trial clinic in Perth, the first three permanent clinics were opened in 1923. Within 25 years 
there were 38 infant health centres across Western Australia, and almost 200 more clinics that did not have 
a permanent building. Many infant health centres were designed by notable Western Australian architect 
William Bennett, who was honorary architect to the Infant Health Association. From the latter 1940s, Nancy 
Allen of William Bennett & Associates also designed the centres. Attendance at infant health centres peaked 
through the 1950s and 1960s, after which infant mortality was so low that demand for their services declined.1

A combined Gosnells and Armadale-Kelmscott infant health services was offered from 1936, supported by 
local community groups. Irene Nellie Boylson was the first nurse. After much fundraising, work commenced 
in 1940 to construct permanent premises for the service in the railway reserve at Kelmscott, facing Albany 
Highway. The building was designed by William Bennett and constructed by Mr E. Allwood. The infant health 
clinic opened at Kelmscott on 31 August 1940.  In addition to health services it was a community meeting and 
recreation space, especially for women. The place continued to function as a child health clinic until it was 
demolished in the summer of 2005-2006 as part of upgrades to Kelmscott Railway Station.2

At Armadale, land was made available by the Roads Board in 1946, but work did not commence until 1949. 
Volunteer labour cleared the site and brought 20,000 bricks from the former Armadale Brickworks site. The 
Infant Health Clinic was opened by Dame Florence Cardell-Oliver, Minister for Health, in November 1949. In 
1956, the clinic acquired a van to allow its nurse to make visits to outlying districts.3

1             HCWA, PO5682 Lady Mitchell  Memorial Child Health Centre, Bunbury, Assessment Documentation, February 2019, pp.6-9
2               Historical Research & Publication Services, ‘Kelmscott Infant Health Centre’, City of Armadale Historic Sites Plaque Project, 4 August 2018; Aerial 
photographs, 2004-2008, Landgate Mapviewer
3               Carter & Carter, pp.232-233
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Historic Theme Social & Civic Activities: Health
Social & Civic Activities: Community Services and Utilities
People: Women

Associations Nancy Allen of William Bennett & Associates (Architect)
Irene Nellie Boylson (first nurse)

Sources -

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Infant Health Clinic (fmr) has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has historic value as its establishment in 1936-1940 follows the opening of the first infant 
health clinics in Perth from 1923. It was constructed with bricks from the former Armadale Brickworks site 
and was opened by Dame Florence Cardell-Oliver, Minister for Health, in November 1949.

• The place has social value as the project was driven by local community and is highly valued by local 
parents.

Management Category 4
Level of Significance Little

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

View to the south of the car park with mature trees.
Source: SCA 05/03/2019
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Kelmscott Infant Health Centre 
Source: Birtwistle Library.

Kelmscott Infant Health Centre
Source: Birtwistle Library.

Kelmscott Infant Health Centre
Source:  Birtwistle Library.

Kelmscott Infant Health Centre
Source:  Birtwistle Library.

Source: Amateur Photograph. November 1949. 
“Cutting of the cake at the opening of the infant 
Health Centre.” Picture Armadale Collection, 
Birtwistle Library. 

Source: Amateur Photograph. November 1949. 
“Opening of the Infant Health Centre, Armadale” 
Picture Armadale Collection, Birtwistle Library. 
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Hendy’s place, Dutton’s place, Montgomery’s place, Rock’s place, 

Bosveld’s place, Taylor’s place
Street Address 175 Eleventh Road
Locality Wungong
Landgate PIN 422732
Land Information Lot 17 Vol/Folio 154567

Plan/Diagram D56317
GPS -32.179825, 116.00002

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database -
Previous AMHI -
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Individual Building or Group
Original Use Residential - Single-storey residence
Current Use Residential - Single-storey residence
Other Use -

175 Eleventh Road, Wungong Appendix 1
MRA 
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1920
Walls Weatherboard
Roof Corrugated steel
Architectural Style Federation Bungalow

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is located to the south of Eleventh Road near the intersection to Wungong Road. A brown bitumen 
driveway flanked by mature trees is located to the east boundary of the property and leads to the dwelling. 
The dwelling is sited at a distance from the street behind two paddocks. The view to the dwelling is obscured 
by mature trees. 

The place is a single-storey weatherboard residence with a verandah to three sides. It has a corrugated steel 
hip roof with a roof gablet, and face brick chimney. The verandah has square timber posts and brick infill to 
the floor.

Other structures located on the property are predominantly steel-clad. There is also a small timber structure 
with vertical slats. 

Condition Good
Integrity High
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 05/03/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

This land was part of the early Wongong Farm landholding, one of the earliest farms in the district. Wongong 
was developed as a farm from the mid-1840s. Farm buildings were at the east end of the property, near the 
Perth-Bunbury Road and later the South Western Railway. No record has been found of Wongong Farm 
buildings constructed at the western end of the farm, where 175 Eleventh Road is located.1

The property was believed to be first owned by the Halls family. Albert Edmund Cockham later purchased 
the property. Cockham was an importer of thoroughbred horses into Australia and constructed a racetrack at 
the property. Cockham also owned the Belmont Racecourse, Goodwood Racecourse and Burswood Island. 
Cockham sold the property in 1905.2

A 1918 map shows a single triangular lot subdivided from the northwest end of Wongong Farm. The lot 
extends from approximately Gull Street to Rowley Road, 52½ acres, with the long side of the triangle along 
Eleventh Road. A much larger lot to the south of this, stretching all the way to the Perth-Bunbury Road, 
appears to be the bulk of the land of the former Wongong Farm.3
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Locals believe the residence at 175 Eleventh Road was constructed around 1920.4 Based mostly on extensive 
oral histories with long-standing Wungong residents, Ian Boesma determined that the place was owned by 
Edward D. Hendy from c.1905, then acquired by Charles Dutton c.1920.  It has been suggested that a 
c1905 ‘humpy’ used by Hendy may remain, was incorporated into the outbuildings.5  Dutton was sometimes 
recorded as a poultry farmer, although he likely had a diverse smallholding. In 1934, he won £1,000 first prize 
in a state lottery.6  Mr and Mrs Dutton subsequently left the district in 1938, at which time Charles Dutton was 
farewelled as an advocate for local poultry farmers with 17 years experience in the industry (apparently at 
Wungong).7

Long-time residents of the district, who were children during the interwar years, remembered only Reg Mills’ 
residence on Eleventh Road between Rowley and Wungong Roads (opposite 175 Eleventh Road) in that 
period (near the corner of Rowley). Reg Mills was remembered as a ‘rough diamond’, with only one arm, who 
ran a small dairy.8 However, these recollections may have overlooked the residence at 175 Eleventh Road.

The next owner appears to have been Max H. Montgomery, although he probably did not live in the district 
for some years.9  Max (M.H.) Montgomery began Montaro Stud at Armadale in 1944, breeding Australian 
Illawarra Shorthorns (dairy cows), with six importer heifers and one bull. Montaro had considerable success 
at agricultural shows and by 1950 was running a 60-head herd.10  A Montaro cow in 1951 set a Western 
Australian record for butterfat production that was unbroken for ten years.11  Max Montgomery also bred 
race horses at Montaro.12  In 1946, Montgomery enlarged his property by purchasing Reg Mills’ dairy farm 
on the corner of Rowley Rd and Eleventh Ave, and sold off the excess machinery and cattle. At the time, the 
Montgomerys were reported to be living at Kalgoorlie.13  Max Montgomery’s family owned Montgomery Bros 
Drapers, a chain of stores across Western Australia founded in the 1890s on the Eastern Goldfields, which 
operated its main Kalgoorlie store until 1986.14

Barry Robins recalls his family living at 175 Eleventh Road in the post-WWII period, with his father Albert 
Stuart Robins overseeing the stud farm for the Montgomerys. The Robins family lived at the back of the main 
house, which the Montgomerys used themselves when they came to visit. 15

Montgomerys’ Wungong residence was used in 1945 as a polling place for local government elections (cnr 
Rowley and Eleventh Roads). As all other polling places at the time were public buildings, it is likely no-one 
lived permanently at the residence at the time. 16 In 1950, M.H. Montgomery called tenders for removal of 
a five-room weatherboard and iron house with verandah at the front and part of the side from his Eleventh 
Road property. It is likely this was the former home of Reg Mills, not required as a second residence on the 
property. 17 By at least 1951, Max and Minnie Montgomery lived on the Montaro property.18  They sold a large 
proportion of their stud cattle in December 1952,19  and may have left the property around this time. Both 
Max and Minnie Montgomery died at Claremont in 1975, six months apart, aged 81 and 78 respectively. 20

The Montgomerys are believed to have sold the property to a Mr Rocks. It then passed to G.J.Bosveld in the 
mid-1970s. Bosveld subdivided the land and a Taylor family purchased the old house and dairy (175 Eleventh 
Road). The surrounding farm was bought by a Fergusson family, who constructed a new residence.21
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A 1953 aerial photograph appears to show the extant residence at 175 Eleventh Road, with a domestic 
orchard between the house and the road. One outbuilding in the rear yard in 1953 has also survived to the 
present. By the 1970s, most of the orchard trees had been removed. Substantial rear additions were made 
to the residence in the latter 1990s,21  following Council approval of plans in 1992 for Mr & Mrs Hanson.22

1     Carter & Carter, 2011. Pp.31-33, 38-39; Haynes, E.J.C., ‘Reminiscences’, undated (remembering Armadale in 1908, when he was a child in the
               district, Birtwistle Local Studies Collection, p.2, Box 7 (ARM)
2    City of Armadale, 2019.
2    Surveyor General (J.P. Camm), ‘Cockburn Sound and Murray’ (map), 341/80, WA Department of Lands & Surveys, 20 December 1918,                      
Birtwistle LSC ‘Misc 9’2    Surveyor General (J.P. Camm), ‘Cockburn Sound and Murray’ (map), 341/80, WA Department of Lands & Surveys, 20 Decem-
ber 1918,                      Birtwistle LSC ‘Misc 9’
3    Boesma, Ian, ‘Map of core area of Wongong’, 3 August 2004, Birtwistle LSC
4   Kim Fletcher, review of nominations, 2018
5   Information from Birtwistle LSC, largely based on Post Office Directories 6 ‘Valedictory Social at Armadale’, South Western Advertiser, 17 June     
1938, p.6, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/148374239
7 City of Armadale, Transcript of Oral History Interview with Mary & Percy Powell, 3 July 1992, interviewed by Ian Boesma, Birtwistle Local History Col-
lection, B/POW. Mary grew up on Wungong Farm and Percy was also a child in the district.
8 Boesma, Ian, ‘Map of core area of Wongong’, 3 August 2004, Birtwistle LSC
9   ‘The Montaro Stud of A.I.S. Shorthorns’ (advertisement), Western Mail (Countryman), 28 September 1950, p.12, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/
article/39106633; ‘Armadale’s New Butterfat Record’, South Western Advertiser, 20 July 1950, p.6, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/149681409;  
‘Stud Stock Sales’, West Australian, 7 October 1949, p.7, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/47675524 ; ‘VAlualbe Stock Purchased’, Blackwood 
Times, 24 October 1947, p.4, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/210385830 ; ‘Valuable Stud Purchased for Warren District’, South Western 
Times, 13 October 1949, p.5, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/253234941
10 ‘New State Record’, Beverley Times, 30 June 1961, p.7, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/202800070
 11 ‘Sporting Notes’, Kalgoorlie Miner, 20 September 1944, p.4, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/94799056 ; ‘Walktop in Trouble’, Kalgoorlie 
Miner, 27 June 1949,     p.6, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/95656521
12 South Western Advertiser, 31 May 1946, p.12, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/148816822 ; ‘Dispersal Sale’, West Australian, 3 May 1946, 
p.1, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/50339114
13  French, Norma, ‘My career in the first chain store in Western Australia’, ABC Open (online), 13 November 2015, https://open.abc.net.au/
explore/107385; Battye, J.S. The Cyclopedia of Western Australia: Vol.2, 1913 (Facsimile Edition, Hesperian Press, 1985) , p.919
14 Kim Fletcher, comments to SCA, 2019
15 ‘Election notices’, West Australian, 14 April 1945, p.12
16 ‘Armadale House for Sale and Removal’, West Australian, 2 December 1950, p.25, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/48139138
17  South Western Advertiser, 18 October 1951, p.6, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/149065786
18 ‘“Montaro” Stud Cattle Sale’, Blackwood Times, 24 December 1952, p.9, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/210271569
19 Metropolitan Cemeteries Board, http://www2.mcb.wa.gov.au/NameSearch/results.php, accessed 2 April 2019
20 Boesma, Ian, ‘Map of core area of Wongong’, 3 August 2004, Birtwistle LSC
21 Aerial photographs, 1953-2018, Landgate Mapviewer, https://maps.landgate.wa.gov.au/maps-landgate/registered/ 
22 Information provided by Birtwistle LSC, 5 April 2019

Historic Theme Occupations: Domestic activities

Associations -

Sources -
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Wungong Farm, a single storey Federation Bungalow, has cultural heritage significance for the following 
reasons:

• The place has aesthetic value as a weatherboard and corrugated steel roofed residence in a rural setting 
with mature plantings contributing to its picturesque setting.

• The place has historic value as the land is part of the early Wongong Farm landholding, one of the 
earliest farms in the district.

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Bitumen driveway to the east boundary.
Source: SCA 05/03/2019

Banner on ringlock fence facing the street.
Source: SCA 05/03/2019
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 20-24 Gull Street
Locality Wungong
Landgate PIN 422728
Land Information Lot 506 Vol/Folio 1425101

Plan P32618
GPS -32.183177, 116.000609

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database -
Previous AMHI -
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Other Built Type
Original Use Military - Other
Current Use Farming/Pastoral - Other
Other Use -

Nissen Hut Appendix 1
MRA 
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Appendix 1
MRA 

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date Constructed c1945-1950s; relocated 1974-1977
Walls Corrugated steel roof sheeting
Roof Corrugated steel roof sheeting
Architectural Style Nissen Hut

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The Nissen Hut structure is located approximately 100 metres from Gull Street in an open paddock. The
place comprises a steel and timber frame structure with curved and flat corrugated steel sheeting to the
walls and roof. There is steel wire fencing to an opening to the structure’s west elevation. There is protective
covering to the joints of the corrugated steel sheets to the east elevation.

Condition Good
Integrity Medium
Authenticity Medium
Date of Survey 05/03/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

By the post-war years, this property was already a smallholding, with an orchard planted beside the river. The 
Nissen Hut was erected on site between 1974 and 1977. At this time it was immediately adjacent to another 
building, which appears to have been a farmhouse. By the late 1980s, this farmhouse was in ruins. Around 
2000, remaining sections of the house were removed, although evidence of the house site remained until 
about 2016.1

Nissen huts were designed in Britain in 1917 by Major Peter Nissen to meet wartime demand for portable, 
cheap, easily erected accommodation. Within a year, up to 100,000 had been constructed for military use. 
Production slowed after World War One, but was revived in 1939 to provide for World War Two. The Nissen 
hut’s prefabricated, transportable, lightweight but strong design proved popular for a diverse range of uses, 
including polar exploration, emergency housing, barracks, hospitals, churches, prisons, and utility buildings. 
As accommodation they were generally considered uncomfortable, too hot in summer and too cold in winter.2

After World War Two, the armed forces sold many of their Nissen huts as surplus to requirements. The huts 
were in high demand as there was a severe shortage of building materials in Australia after the war, and a 
backlog of building requirements.3 In addition to huts from Australian wartime bases, thousands of ex-military 
Nissen huts were imported from Britain to Australia from 1948. Many Nissen huts were used for government 
purposes, especially accommodation of European migrants. They became an iconic image of World War 
Two infrastructure.4

The hut at 24 Gull Street is typical of the style built for World War Two.5  It appears to have been used as a 
farm outbuilding. It is likely to have been relocated and reused several times prior to coming to this location.
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1              Aerial photographs, 1953-2018, Landgate Mapviewer, https://maps.landgate.wa.gov.au/maps-landgate/registered/ 
2             ‘History’, Nissen Buildings (website), http://nissenbuildings.com/History.htm accessed 14 February 2019
3             Menck, Clare, A Thematic History of Government Housing, prepared for the Department of Housing, November 2014, pp.77-91
4             HCWA, P04760 Main Roads Migrant Camp (fmr) , Narrogin, Assessment Documentation, April 2014, p.6
5             ‘History’, Nissen Buildings (website), http://nissenbuildings.com/History.htm accessed 14 February 2019

Historic Theme Outside Influences: World War and other wars

Associations -

Sources -

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Nissen Hut has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• the hut has historic value as a structure that is representative of the repurposed military construction
for civilian use; and
• the place has aesthetic value as an unusual form located in a pictureque setting.

Management Category 3
Level of Significance Some/Moderate

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Nissen Hut from Eleventh Road.
Source: SCA 05/03/2019

Nissen Hut from Gull Street.
Source: SCA 05/03/2019
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Steel wire fencing to an opening.
Source: Bill Davis 14/09/2018

Nissen Hut interior with steel frame structure.
Source: Bill Davis 14/09/2018

Nissen Hut interior with steel and timber frame 
structure.
Source: Bill Davis 14/09/2018

Steel and timber structure detail.
Source: Bill Davis 14/09/2018

Appendix 1
MRA 

713



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

SITE INFORMATION
Other Names Wongong Mission Hall
Street Address 1442 Rowley Road
Locality Wungong
Landgate PIN 422727
Land Information Lot 20 Vol/Folio 2190756

Plan/Diagram D59559
GPS -32.177738, 115.997529

HERITAGE LISTING
DPLH inHerit Database -
Previous AMHI -
Other Listings MRA Armadale Heritage Inventory 2017

PLACE TYPE Historic Site
Original Use Religious - Church Hall
Current Use Vacant/Unused
Other Use -

Site of Wungong Congregational Mission Hall Appendix 1
MRA 
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1913 (demolished c.2000)
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The historic site is located at the corner of Rowley Road and Eleventh Road, Hilbert, and is currently used 
as a paddock for the adjacent residential development. No extant structures or building materials remain on 
the site to demonstrate its former use as a place of worship. The original hall was constructed in timber, with 
a metal roof, with an ancillary outbuilding for ablution facilities.

Condition -
Integrity -
Authenticity -
Date of Survey 29/01/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

During the late 19th century, the population within the Wungong area was concentrated towards Wungong 
Road and Eleventh Road. The early settlers in the area constructed a community hall, opening in 1913, 
following the donation of land by a Mr Edward Hendy, with the land vested in the Congregational Union for 
local community activities. Prior to the donation of land, donations had been to fund the construction of a 
building for the specific purpose of the providing a local civic centre and church. Construction of the hall was 
undertaken by a Mr Grafham (a local builder and resident), with much of the work completed by his sons 
and members of the local community undertaking voluntary work in their spare time. In 1951, a small local 
group of Dutch immigrants established the Free Reformed Church and began using the hall for their worship 
services.Their expanding community soon outgrew the hall and moved to the District Hall in Armadale, but 
continued to use the Wongong hall for Bible Study meetings and also for the inaugural Synod of the Free 
Reformed Churches of Australia, in April 1954.1 Following the death of Mr & Mrs Bodicoat (well-known 
members of the Wungong community) in the 1930s, two memorial plaques were hung in the hall. Due to the 
building falling into disrepair in the 1950s, the plaques were recovered by the grandson of the Bodicoat’s, 
who donated these to Armadale Congregational Church in Minnawarra Park, Armadale in 1988.2

The hall was dismantled in 1963 and relocated to Roleystone. Pews understood to be from the Wongong 
hall are now also in the church in Minnawarra Park, and History House also has other objects relating to the 
hall in its collection.

A concrete pad and steps from the former building remained on-site until 2013, with the steps being relocated 
to the nearby Free Reformed Church in Darling Downs. A visual representation of the relocated church within 
a stained-glass window has since been erected within the Darling Downs church.
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Historic Theme Social & Civic Activities: Community services & utilities

Associations -

Sources • MRA Armadale Heritage Listing 2017
• Bosveld, GJ (2008) The Free Reformed pioneers: a history of migrants 

from the Netherlands to Australia, and the early days of the Free 
Reformed Churches in Western Australia in the 1950s, Pro Ecclesia, 
Armadale

• Community News (2013) ‘Steps all that remain of hall’ http://www.
communitynews.com.au/news/Stepsall-that-remain-of-old-hall/7652990 
(retrieved 11 February 2016) Boersma, I (2000) Wongong Congregational 
Mission Hall - Chronology

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Congregational Church Hall (fmr) has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has historic value as an early example of community building within the Wungong region, 
having been constructed to service the needs of local rural community lacking a facility for civic and 
religious uses, following the commencement of a number of farms within the area.

Management Category 4
Level of Significance Little

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Remnant concrete blockwork.
Source: 29/01/2019

Drainage swale within the road reserve adjacent to 
Eleventh Road and Rowley Road.
Source: SCA 29/01/2019
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Congressional Church Mission Hall (fmr) 
Elevation From Eleventh Road (2016)
Source: MRA MHI

The Opening Of The Wongong Mission Hall, C.1912 
Source: Birwistle Local Studies Library, MRA MHI
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AAPPENDIX 2

1. Wartime Petrol Storage Track 629 Forrest Road, Forrestdale
2. Alexander Buckingham's Water Mill (fmr) 125 Buckingham Road, Kelmscott

3. Site of Barracks (fmr) Lot 25 (107) Clifton Street, Kelmscott

4. Gilwell Scoutmasters Training Ground Dyer Street, Kelmscott
5. Henry Martin's Garden (fmr) Lot 3932 Heritage Drive, Roleystone
6. Leicester Orchard 115 Urch Road, Roleystone

Places in Appendix 2 are not formally included in the 
Local Heritage Survey.

It contains places that are nominated by the community 
that have sufficient historical validity but lack definite 
physical boundaries or remnants to inform potential 
boundaries. Further information could potentially 
lift these places for inclusion in the Local Heritage 
Survey.
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -

Street Address 629 Forrest Road
Locality Forrestdale
Landgate PIN 1266405
Land Information Lot 460 Vol/Folio 3112134

Plan/Diagram P193976
GPS -32.158662, 115.95165

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database -
Previous AMHI -
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Historic Site
Original Use Military - Other
Current Use Park/Reserve
Other Use -

Wartime Petrol Storage Track (fmr) Appendix 2
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The place is located in bushland adjoining Forrestdale Lake (Place No. 048), accessed via a firebreak on 
Broome Street. No physical evidence of the petrol storage track is visible from the firebreak.

Condition -
Integrity -
Authenticity -
Date of Survey 23/04/2019, 05/03/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

During World War Two, petrol was strictly rationed. Especially from 1942, when Dutch, American and 
British armed forces operated out of Fremantle in large numbers, petrol was a vital military supply. The 
army controlled its distribution. Depots were considered potential military targets and guarded as military 
establishments. Bulk Issue Petrol and Oil Depots (BIPOD) were established across Australia from 1941, 
particularly in 1942 when fear of invasion was at its peak.1  BIPOD supplied fuel to the armed forces. 
However, no record of a BIPOD installation at Forrestdale has been found, so the Forrestdale Depot may 
have been a fuel store for non-military use.

Former residents of Forrestdale during World War Two recalled the petrol depot being located south of 
Broome Street. The site was remembered as a banksia woodland, with fuel drums stored under trees to 
hide them from view in the event of an air raid. Fuel came from Fremantle by rail and was offloaded at the 
Forrestdale Siding of the Fremantle-Jandakot-Armadale railway (north of Forrestdale townsite). Gravel roads 
were constructed to transport the petrol by truck from the rail siding to the depot. Locals recollect Chinese 
labourers working on the unloading and transport. The army patrolled the area and maintained a checkpoint 
at Weld Street to protect the stored fuel from theft. After the war, the petrol was returned to Fremantle.2

A map drawn based on wartime recollections indicates a loop access track from south of Leake Street to 
banksia woodland south of property boundaries on Broome Street. This route is evident on a 1953 aerial 
photograph. No evidence of this track remains in 2018.

The track now visible in this area is associated with power lines erected in the 1960s. The 1953 aerial image 
shows all of Lot P193976 460 (629 Forrest Road Forrestdale) covered in bushland.
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In January 1946, the Commonwealth Disposals Commission auctioned off all structures from the Forrestdale 
Petrol Depot, which had been used by the Army. The Depot was described as being ‘17 miles from Perth 
via Cannington and Nicholson Road, 14 miles from Fremantle by road, and about 6 miles from Armadale, 
situated on the Jandakot railway’. The structures to be disposed of were: drum & repair shed, orderly room, 
straw shed, carpenters’ shop, two latrines, mess, cook house, shows & ablutions, open shed, canteen, 
engine shed, store, petrol shed inc sentry box, look-out tower, electric light poles, wiring & fixtures, and two 
tank stands. The largest was the Drum & Repair Shed, approximately 100x36ft (30.5x11m), which had a 
small enclosed area and the remainder an open front, four iron fireplaces, iron roof and gravel floor. Most of 
the buildings were timber-framed structures clad in iron. At least two more buildings, probably barracks, had 
already been removed prior to the auction.3

The distances quoted in the 1946 disposal advertisement approximately line up with the intersection of 
Armadale Road and Nicholson Road, northwest of Forrestdale Lake. There is some cleared land in this 
vicinity on the 1953 aerial photograph but it appears most likely to be farmland. A number of structures and 
some cleared land are evident adjacent to the railway siding (south side). These do not appear to be houses, 
and are gone by a 1965 photograph. However, as the rail line closed in 1964, they may be related to the 
railway and removed at its closure.4

As the 1953 aerial photograph doesn’t show any disturbance to the bushland across Lot P193976 460, it is 
likely the army facilities were not immediately adjacent to the hidden petrol store. A site with the number of 
buildings reported in 1946 would be expected to leave an identifiable footprint seven years later.⁵

A trails guide produced by the City of Armadale marks the fuel depot site as between Broome Street and the 
PWD drain into the east side of Forrestdale Lake – that is, immediately south of Forrestdale townsite.⁶

1             Dates on files relating to BIPOD, National Archives Australia online catalogue, https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au 
2             James, David, ‘Petrol Storage at Forrestdale Lake during World War II’, notes based on his father Fred’s memories (undated), Birtwistle Library
3             Daily News, 14 January 1946, p.13, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/78821832
4             Aerial photographs, 1953 and 1965, Landgate Mapviewer, https://maps.landgate.wa.gov.au/maps-landgate/registered/
5             Aerial photograph, 1953, Landgate Mapviewer, https://maps.landgate.wa.gov.au/maps-landgate/registered/
6             City of Armadale, Armadale Walks and Trails, undated, pp.21-22, https://www.perthhillsarmadale.com.au/sites/default/files/assets/
documents/Heritage_Country_Armadale_Walks_and_Trails.pdf

Historic Theme Outside Influences: World Wars and other wars
Associations -
Sources

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Wartime Petrol Track (fmr) has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place may have historic value as the site of a former wartime petrol depot. The Forrestdale Depot 
may have been a fuel store for non-military use.
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Management Category Appendix
Level of Significance -

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Entry to firebreak on Broome Street.
Source: SCA 05/03/2019
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Alexander Buckingham’s Water Mill (fmr) 

SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 125 Buckingham Road
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 352618
Land Information Lot 13 Vol/Folio 42222A

Plan P8151
GPS -32.12031, 116.035789

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database -
Previous AMHI -
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Historic Site
Original Use Forestry - Timber Mill
Current Use Residential - Single-storey residence
Other Use -
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c1830s - c1880s
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The nominated site of the former water mill is located on private property. A single-storey post 1960s residence 
is located to the east and the property has been divided into paddocks. No remnants of the mill are visible. 
A mounted marble plaque for this site is also recorded in the Poplar Homestead and Mill Site Cairn (Place 
No. 060) listing.

Condition -
Integrity -
Authenticity -
Date of Survey 15/03/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

In 1875 Alexander Buckingham commenced building a water powered sawmill in Kelmscott. It was located 
on his property opposite to where Grade Road meets Buckingham Road today. This mill was downstream  of 
the unsuccessful 1865 mill that Alexander and his brother, Thomas built called Sparrows Race.

Alexander Buckingham's 1875 mill diverted water via a race or drain from the Canning River (down stream 
from the Buckingham Bridge) with other water carried  by drains (also called flumes) from nearby gullies. 
The water turned a large driving wheel which had cups on the periphery. On 25 August 1875 sawing 
commenced.1 Small logs were broken down and then further cut into sawn timber of various sizes.2 

In 1879 Alexander sailed to England where he purchased an 8 horsepower Aveling and Porter Road steam 
traction engine. Early in 1880 he returned with it, complete with a manual of instructions for its use and 
maintenance. 

Alexander made a road through rough country to the cutting area and on the 10th of May 1880, he reported 
that the engine had made its first trip along it.3 This road became known as Engine Road. On the 28th May, 
the first log was brought out of the forest by the steam engine and on 11th October, the first sawn timber was 
carted from the mill by the engine.4 

Alexander Buckingham's health began deteriorating and during 1883 and 1884 his brother Thomas 
Buckingham used the mill. From 1885 the mill was left idle and the steam traction engine was sold. 
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In 1891 Alexander Buckingham's sons, 18 year old John and 16 year old Ernest decided to set the mill in 
motion again.5  The race and mills was restored with the assistance of Aaron and Levi Stewart. Ernest and 
John were joined at the mill by their brother, James, when he left the school. 

Water power gave the mill free power but it meant the mill couldn't be used when there was insufficient water 
in the river. A steam engine was therefore later installed so the mill could be used all year round. 

By 1899 the three brothers were milling at Beenyap (now Byford). When finished there John worked for 
himself in Armadale, Kelmscott and the hills area employing workers for four spot mills. 

Ernest and James next milled at Heidelburg (South Kalamunda), Keybrook and Serpentine. They repurchased 
Alexander Buckingham's old steam engine and used it at various mills.

Ernest and James moved to a location near Collie and in 1911 built a new mill there which was known as the 
Buckingham Mill. By 1954 the Buckinghams were ready to retire and they sold the mill to the State Sawmills. 

A fire in 1928 destroyed the original Alexander Buckingham mill.

Today Alexander Buckingham's steam engine stands outside the Tourist Office in Collie.

1     nd. Alexander Buckingham's Notebook

2     W.C. Thomas. Presentation to Western Australia Historical Society. 31 May 1929

3     nd. Alexander Buckingham's Notebook

4     ibid.

5.    nd. Ernest Buckingham's Notebook

Historic Theme Occupations: Timber Industry

Associations Alexander Buckingham, Ernest Buckingham, James Buckingham, Levi 
Stewart  and Aaron Stewart, Thomas Buckingham (junior)

Sources Glennys Innes

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Alexander Buckingham's Water Mill (fmr) has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has historical value indicative of early endeavors in the timber industry of Kelmscott. 
• The place has historical value for its associations with the Buckingham family. 

Management Category Appendix

Appendix 2

725



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

Level of Significance -

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Single-storey residence on the site.
Source: SCA 15/03/2019

Paddock to the west of the residence.
Source: SCA 15/03/2019

HISTORICAL IMAGERY

Alexandr Buckingham's Mill when later converted to 
steam by his sons.
Source: Glenys Innes

Mill workers employed by John, Ernest and james 
Buckingham at Alexander's mill. 
Mill workers names left to right:
Unknown, Chales Fancote, Alexander Fancote, 
man standing unknown, Henry Buckingham, 
unknown, possibly Harry Fancote, Levi Stewart, 
unknown, unknown, 
Source: Glenys Innes
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Site of Barracks (fmr) 

SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 107 / 111 Clifton Street       
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN 348926 / 348902
Land Information Lot 25 and 26 Vol/Folio -

Plan/Diagram - 
GPS -

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database -
Previous AMHI -
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Historic Site
Original Use Military - Barracks
Current Use Residential - Single-storey residence
Other Use -

The City of Armadale does not warrant the accuracy of information in this publication and any person using or relying upon such information does so on the basis that the City of Armadale shall bear no legal responsibility or liability 
whatsoever for any errors, faults, defects or omissions in the information. Users of this information have agreed to, and are bound by the 'Conditions Of Access To Information' as stated on the City Of Armadale's Online Mapping web page. 
Cadastral data is based on information provided by and with permission of the Western Australian Land Information Authority trading as Landgate (2012). Aerial photography is supplied by Landgate. 

Appendix 2
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1830
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

A report suggests that the site of the former barracks may be located to the rear of 111 Clifton Street. The 
nominated place is currently a single-storey residence. Martin’s Cairn (Place No. 066) is located to the front 
boundary of the place facing Clifton Street and Martin’s Crossing & Rosebushes (Place No. 077) is located 
to the south.

Condition -
Integrity -
Authenticity -
Date of Survey 05/03/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Five privates of the 63rd Regiment were posted at Kelmscott from late 1830, in response to tension between 
Noongar occupants and colonists. By March 1831, a barracks appears to have been completed for them, 
as Captain Ellis sent an account for the works to the Colonial Secretary. Barracks are marked on Kelmscott 
maps from 1830, although they may have been drawn in later, as they are in pencil. John Atkinson’s 1830 
map, which is known to contain many inaccuracies, marks the barracks on Lot 26, about 70m from an 
unidentified ford. A document was sent to John Septimus Roe from Capitan Ellis, dated 20th January 1832 
listing the allocation of the Barracks at Lot 26. An 1841 survey suggests the distance from the ford was 60m. 
An 1859 survey traces a straight line from a tree on the Canning River bank, through the barracks building 
and east up the scarp. This is believed to be the line of current Martin Street.1

In 1832 William Gaze was speared by Yagan while clearing his allotment on the Canning River at Kelmscott 
and was carried to the Kelmscott Barracks where he later died. In 1834 Yeedamira was shot dead by Private 
Dennis Larkin while escaping from the Kelmscott Barracks. Private Larkin was later finally speared at the 
Barracks by Weeip in retailiation.

From 1833, the garrison was increased to eight men. Another five were added in December 1834 when a 
Noongar attack on colonists was believed to be imminent (it did not eventuate). In 1834 Captain Ellis makes 
the decision that rations for the 'natives' could only be collected from the Kelmscott Barracks. Garrison 
numbers were back to five by 1838, when the barracks was burnt, although it is not known if this was meant 
destruction or just damage.2  While military patrols continued for some time, the barracks had been vacated 
some time before 1844.3
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In 1834, explorer Alfred Hillman and John Septimus Roe spent the night in the Kelmscott Barracks before 
starting their expedition to explore the Hotham and William regions. 

Henry Martin purchased lots 19 to 25 in 1857, then added 18 and 26 in 1859 following a new townsite 
survey.4  The Martin family are believed to have used the barracks as a family home, possibly adding to 
the building. It is not known when they were demolished. Although some documents mark the site on lot 
25, an archaeological report in 2009 determined that lot 26 was a more likely location, with the discrepancy 
explained by changes to lot boundaries between early maps.5

An "Archaeological Watching Brief" is to be applied during development of the site considered likely to be the 
original location under Schedule 8/Development Area 44 of TPS No.4; PLN 3.9 - River Road Heritage Area; 
and the Local Structure Plan for Canning River Clifton Street South Precinct.

1             Burke, Shane, A report on the archaeological excavation of Kelmscott Town Lot 26¸ prepared for the Kelmscott Historical Society, March 2009
2             Burke, Shane, A report on the archaeological excavation of Kelmscott Town Lot 26¸ prepared for the Kelmscott Historical Society, March 2009
3             Carter & Carter, Settlement to City, 2011, pp.32
4             Carter & Carter, p.52
5             Burke, Shane, A report on the archaeological excavation of Kelmscott Town Lot 26¸ prepared for the Kelmscott Historical Society, March 2009

Historic Theme Why and How People Settled: Racial contact and interaction

Associations • 63rd Regiment
• Henry Martin

Sources City of Armadale, 2019

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Site of Barracks (fmr) has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has historic value due to its associations with the 63rd Regiment which was stationed in the 
vicinity c.1830. The place is also associated with Henry Martin, who was believed to have resided in the 
former barracks from 1857.

Management Category Appendix
Level of Significance -
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address Dyer Street
Locality Kelmscott
Landgate PIN
Land Information Lot Vol/Folio

Plan/Diagram
GPS

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database -
Previous AMHI -
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Historic Site
Original Use Social/Recreational - Other
Current Use Residential - Other
Other Use -

Gilwell Scoutmasters Training Ground (fmr) Appendix 2
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Dyer street is a suburban street with dwellings representative of c1960s period through post 2000s. There 
are numerous mature trees to the street including two Eucalyptus maculata (Spotted gums), located mid way 
along the street. The street alignment alters to accommodate these two mature trees.

Condition -
Integrity -
Authenticity -

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Armadale had one of the first Scout groups in Western Australia, commencing in 1909 only a year after the 
movement was founded internationally. Scouts in the district waxed and waned for some time, periodically 
folding and being restarted. Finally in 1928, a group was formed which continued and grew steadily. A 
Kelmscott Scout group was formed in 1916, but as at Armadale struggled to remain viable until it was re-
established in 1929.1

Through the interwar years, Scouts and Guide became increasingly popular. In 1935, Western Australia’s 
Chief Scout, Sir J.J. Talbot Hobbs, opened the Gilwell Scoutmaster’s Training Centre at Kelmscott. An open-
air chapel was added at Gilwell in 1948 to commemorate Scout Masters and former Scouts who had died in 
World War Two. It featured 21 ‘columns of remembrance’, each with a plaque at the base. The Gilwell site 
at this time included a parade ground and a hall clad in weatherboard (to dado height) and fibrous cement 
sheeting. ²

Girl Guides commenced at Kelmscott in 1937. Scouts and Guides shared many resources, including facilities. 
Both Scouts and Guides depended on voluntary input from families.3

Training camps were held at Gilwell from 1938. They gathered boys from across the metropolitan area for 
leadership development, including instruction in ‘use of the stave [sic], cooking, camp gadgets, games and 
camp and personal hygiene … knotting, whipping and lashing of rope, fire lighting and forestry rules, tree 
felling, axemanship and practical pioneering’.4

Gilwell Scout Camp is marked on Marmion Street, between Martin and Orlando Streets, in a 1964 street 
directory.⁵  Aerial photographs show a long narrow building parallel to Marmion Street in 1953 and 1965. By 
1974, the structure had been removed, the area subdivided and residences were under construction.⁶

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date -
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -
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1             Carter & Carter, pp.290-291

2             Carter & Carter, pp.290-291; ‘An Open-Air Chapel’, West Australian, 4 October 1948, p.10; various undated photographs, Birtwistle LSC, CDi96 Scouts

3             Carter & Carter, pp.291-292

4             ‘Boy Scout Patrol Leaders’, West Australian, 19 September 1938, p.17, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/46476146

5             Map provided by Birtwistle LSC

6             Aerial photographs, 1953, 1965, 1974, Landgate Mapviewer

Historic Theme Social & Civic Activities: Community groups & mutual aid 

Associations -

Sources -

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Gilwell Scoutmaster's Training Ground (fmr) has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has historic value as the site of one of the first Scout groups in Western Australia, commencing 
in 1909 only a year after the movement was founded internationally.

• The place has social value as the site of the former Scouts training ground and the site of a former open 
air chapel which commemorated Scout Masters and former Scouts who had died in World War 2.

Management Category Appendix
Level of Significance -

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Two spotted gums on Dyer Street.
Source: SCA 05/03/2019
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HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

A group of Boy Scouts at Gilwell Scout Camp in 
Kelmscott. Gilwell Scout Camp (W.A.) -- Kelmscott
Scouts and scouting -
Photograph Martin Street (W.A.) -- Kelmscott
Source: PH546 Birtwistle Library

Photographs were taken by Mr Newell senior. He 
was a volunteer who helped to establish the Gilwell 
Scout Masters' Camp in Kelmscott on what is now 
Martin Street.
Source: SHP Birtwistle Library

The collection of 12 photographs show the campsite 
buildings and the Columns of Remembrance at the 
Scouts' open chapel. The campsite was opened in 
1935. Mr Newell senior had noted that the buildings 
initially only had walls to reduce the effect of the 
wind and to keep away night time animal visits
Source: SHP Birtwistle Library

Photographs were taken by Mr Newell senior. He 
was a volunteer who helped to establish the Gilwell 
Scout Masters' Camp in Kelmscott on what is now 
Martin Street.
Source: SHP Birtwistle Library
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The collection of 12 photographs show the campsite 
buildings and the Columns of Remembrance at the 
Scouts' open chapel. The campsite was opened in 
1935. Mr Newell senior had noted that the buildings 
initially only had walls to reduce the effect of the 
wind and to keep away night time animal visits
Source: PH101 Birtwistle Library
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Henry Martin’s Garden (fmr) 

SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address Lot 3932 Heritage Drive
Locality Roleystone
Landgate PIN 213942
Land Information Lot 3932 Vol/Folio 3143572

Plan P19760
GPS -32.123801, 116.087481

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database -
Previous AMHI -
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Historic Site
Original Use Farming/Pastoral - Other
Current Use Park/Reserve
Other Use -
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c.1850s
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The nominated place is bounded by Heritage Drive to the east and the Canning River to the north. There 
are some mature pines; however, no other plantings or structures evident to indicate the exact location of 
the garden.

Condition -
Integrity -
Authenticity -
Date of Survey 15/03/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Rolleston was the name given in 1830 to Charles Blisset Churchman’s Location 32, a 5,559 acre property 
in the hills either side of the Canning River. After Churchman’s death in 1833, the place was owned by his 
sisters and largely untouched. It was sold to Thomas Buckingham (snr) in 1857, but the Buckingham family 
did not move onto the property until the 1860s.1

The Martin family arrived in the district in the 1850s. Henry and Elizabeth Martin and their eight children came 
to the colony in 1842, possibly assisted by the Ticehurst Poor Union. After some years as a labourer around 
Perth, from 1851 Martin leased Rolleston. Henry & Elizabeth and their youngest children (Henry and Alfred) 
moved to the property. They ran cattle and grew crops. An 1850s map shows an area ‘under cultivation’ 
south of Canning River, approximately 1.2km east of where Thompson Road now crosses the river, with a 
later notation identifying it as Martin’s property. The family also had a residence in Kelmscott and it is not 
known how long they continued to live at Rolleston. However, the Buckinghams were resident at Rolleston 
by at least 1862. In 1861, Henry Martin was convicted of cattle stealing, at which time he was noted as living 
approximately 5 miles from Thomas Buckingham (probably in Kelmscott). When he was released from prison 
in August 1863, Martin went to live with his son in Toodyay, where he died in 1871.2

Henry Martin bought land (lots 19-25) in Kelmscott in 1857, expanding his holdings over subsequent years. 
An 1859 survey of that area shows land on the east bank of the Canning River marked ‘Martin’s Garden’. 
This included the former barracks, which is believed to have been used by the Martins as a residence.3

A 1903 map for the Roleystone subdivision, which was entirely north of the Canning River, shows a ford 
accessing Thomas Buckingham’s homestead (approximately where Thompson Road is now located) and 
the area around Buckinghams’ identified as ‘cultivated’. The area formerly cultivated by Henry Martin appears 
to be part of Buckingham’s property, and is not labelled.4  
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It has been suggested that a hut built by the Martin family was used by the Buckingham’s as their first 
residence when they arrived. Buckingham family photographs indicate ruins of this hut may have still been 
evident in the 1920s. It was located on the south side of the Canning River, due south of where Heritage 
Drive now intersects with Croyden Road.5

1             Carter & Carter, pp.9-10, 65
2             Carter & Carter, pp.9-10, 31, 52-53, 56-57, 65
3            Carter & Carter, p.52; Burke, Shane, A report on the archaeological excavation of Kelmscott Town Lot 26¸ prepared for the Kelmscott Historical 
Society, March 2009, pp.10-11
4             Carter & Carter, p.136
5             Elaine de Ruiter, email to Stephen Carrick Architects, 8 February 2019

Historic Theme Social & Civic Activities: Community Services and Utilities

Associations Henry Martin

Sources -

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Henry Martin's Garden (fmr) has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has historic value as it is associated with Henry Martin from 1851 to after 1857 where he 
cultivated a garden. 

Management Category Appendix
Level of Significance -

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Canning River to the north.
Source: SCA 15/03/2019

Pink dot indicates location of Martin's property 
along Canning River.
Source: Carter & Carter, pp.53
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Martin's Garden plotted on Gregory's Survey 1859
Source: Gregory A 1859, Kelmscott map. WAS 235, 
CON 3868, item 228
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SITE INFORMATION
Other Names -
Street Address 115 Urch Road
Locality Roleystone
Landgate PIN 352948
Land Information Lot 121 Vol/Folio 1410382 

Plan/Diagram P2533
GPS -32.111764, 116.055704

HERITAGE LISTINGS AND 
SURVEYS
DPLH inHerit Database -
Previous AMHI -
Other Listings -

PLACE TYPE Historic Site
Original Use Farming/Pastoral - Other
Current Use Residential - Single-storey residence
Other Use -

Leicester Orchard Appendix 2
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Construction Date c1917
Walls -
Roof -
Architectural Style -

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The site of Leicester Orchard is located along Stony Brook on ‘Urch Road’. The site is currently a residential 
development in construction with earth works at the time of inspection. There appears to be no physical 
evidence showing infrastructure that carried the water, and no evidence of the orchard from the public domain.

Condition -
Integrity -
Authenticity -
Date of Survey 15/03/2019

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Leicester Orchard comprised land on both sides of Urch Road. The eastern lot, which 
included a length of Stony Brook, appears to have retained the lot boundaries of Lot 121 
from the original 1903 subdivision of Roleystone. The western land was a portion of original 
lots 139 and 140, the western half of these lots being uncleared bushland along the scarp.1  
 
A 1917 real estate catalogue lists Lot 121 as sold to J. Smith. It was described as ‘medium soil, rocky in 
places, lightly timbered with blackboy, jarrah and whitegum’, with a brook running through. Lots 139 and 
140 remained for sale. Lot 139 was described as ‘part medium soil, timbered with white and red gum and 
jarrah’, while Lot 140 was ‘medium soil, good grass land, fairly heavily timbered’. Roleystone as a whole 
was promoted as ‘orchard, garden and strawberry land’.2  However, an advertisement for Roleystone Estate 
dated variously c. or c.1913 lists Lot 139 and the southern part of Lot 140 as sold. The owners of the two 
lots are identified as Laming and Saxon Pocock respectively (J. Smith is listed for Lot 121). The map marks 
residences on several lots, but shows nothing built on Lots 121, 139 or 140.3

In 1919, the land was purchased by Bill and Lina Hart. William (Bill) and Lina Hart were both born in 
Leicestershire, England. Bill served four and a half years as a soldier during World War One [Australian 
Imperial Expeditionary Force]. They arrived in Australia as newlyweds in March 1919, although Bill had been 
in Western Australia prior to World War One. 

They arrived in Roleystone in May 1919 and established what became Leicester Orchard. The only neighbours 
were Mr & Mrs Fred Barnes. When the Harts arrived, the property had a two-room shack on it, with large 
verandahs front and back, and a double row of apricot trees. More apricot trees were planted the first year. 
The Harts had four children through the 1920s.

Appendix 2

740



Local Heritage Survey - 2019

The family was significantly involved in the Roleystone community from the outset, especially through Mrs 
Hart’s skills playing piano for community events. Both Harts were members of the Roleystone Progress 
Association. Lina Hart was a foundation member of both the Roleystone Choral Society and Country 
Women’s Association. Bill Hart was a founding member of the Kelmscott RSL.4   

In about 1923, Bill Hart and his brother Harry erected a six-foot high water wheel in Stony Brook to irrigate 
the orchard.5  The timber flume and small waterwheel in the creek, pumping water to the house, proved 
inadequate. Smith’s land east of Urch Road was acquired as a water source, although it was not considered 
suitable for fruit trees. The Harts installed a pipehead near Urch Road bridge to direct water to the orchard 
and residence on the west side of the road. In the 1950s, water drawn from the creek by upstream growers 
so reduced flow that there was insufficient pressure to operate the system of pipes. A second pipehead was 
installed further upstream, but water flow continued to decrease until the creek could not be relied on for 
irrigation. Smith’s Block, as it was known to the Hart family, was sold in the early 1950s to Cliff Kallawk, with 
some agreement to continue drawing water from the brook.⁶

A bridge was constructed over Stoney Brook in 1937, connecting the two halves of Urch Road. This was 
between the two halves of the Hart property. Locals celebrated with a ‘ceremonial full-dress opening’. 7 

The orchard was taken over by Bill and Lina’s son William John (Jack) and his wife Mavis (May) after their 
marriage in 1946, when Jack was discharged from the RAAF. Bill and Lina subsequently retired, although 
remaining nearby in Roleystone. By the 1970s, Lina and Bob were acknowledged as pioneering early 
residents of the district. Bill died in 1974, aged 84. Lina lived to be 97, dying in 1989. Jack and May also had 
strong community links, especially as core members of the Roleystone Theatre and Anglican Church.8

The Hart family sold the southern portion of their holdings in the 1950s. From 1958, the northern area was 
leased and then sold to the leaseholder, as the next generation of Harts did not wish to continue on the 
orchard.9  A 1965 aerial photograph shows a large orchard, particularly in the north of the old Hart holdings. 
In the 1970s, it appears parts of the land were subdivided and by the mid-1980s, the number of orchard trees 
was reducing. The last orchard trees appear to have been removed in the 2000s. In 2019, the grandson 
of the original Harts identified buildings along Urch Road as the former packing shed and cowshed. Aerial 
photographs suggest one timber-clad shed remains that was already on site in 1965 (earliest image). A small 
‘swimming pool’ (dam in the creek) built west of the main residence was also believed to remain in 2019.10

1 Carter & Carter, p.136

2 Peet & Co, Roleystone Estate, Western Australia, Peet & Co, c.1917, http://purl.slwa.wa.gov.au/slwa_b5143655_18

3 Hope & Klem, Roleystone Estate, Kelmscott, Peet & Co, Western Australia, c.1913 http://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/record=b1859893~S9

4 Birtwistle, I.T., ‘Looking Back with Mr & Mrs W Hart’, notes following an interview with Lena and Bill Hart (then in the eighties), 19 June 1970; Hart, Lina Ross, ‘My Memories of My Sixty 

Years in Western Australia’, unpublished manuscript, 1979; notes for plaque at Lina Hart Memorial Park; all in Birtwistle Library collection Box 7 (ARM)

5 Birtwistle, I.T., ‘Looking Back with Mr & Mrs W Hart’, notes following an interview with Lena and Bill Hart (then in the eighties), 19 June 1970; Hart, Lina Ross, ‘My Memories of My Sixty 

Years in Western Australia’, unpublished manuscript, 1979; notes for plaque at Lina Hart Memorial Park; all in Birtwistle Library collection Box 7 (ARM)

6 Bob Hart, emails to Stephen Carrick Architects, 4 & 5 February

7 Popham, Daphne, First Stage South: A History of the Armadale-Kelmscott District, Western Australia, Town of Armadale, 1980, p.130

8 Chapman, Gerry, ‘Farewell to a big h(e)arted lady’, Roleystone Courier, August 2005, p.3; Butler, Mike, ‘Pioneers of Roleystone Theatre’, Roleystone Courier, May 1989, p.5 and June 

1989, p.11; Metropolitan Cemeteries Board, name search, accessed 9 April 2019, http://www2.mcb.wa.gov.au/NameSearch/search.php

9  Bob Hart, emails to Stephen Carrick Architects, 4 & 5 February

10 Aerial photographs, 1965-2018, Landgate Mapviewer, https://maps.landgate.wa.gov.au/maps-landgate/registered/ ; Bob Hart, emails to Stephen Carrick Architects, 4 & 5 February

The 1965 aerial shows Urch Road with a decided kink in this location, which no maps show as an historical feature. This suggests that two aerial images have been stitched together 

inaccurately, possibly obscuring the buildings on Leicester Orchard.
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Historic Theme Why and How People Settled: Settlements
Associations J. Smith
Sources

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Leicester Orchard has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:

• The place has historic value as an orchard during the Inter-War period and has the potential to reveal 
domestic irrigation management methods of the period. 

Management Category Appendix
Level of Significance -

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Signage for ‘Stony Brook’ to the west.
Source: SCA 15/03/2019

Construction with earth works.
Source: SCA 15/03/2019
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