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ALGA NEWS 
 
19 March 2010 
 
Steve Mcgregor: Army Reservist and Senior Parking Patrol Officer/Ordinance 
inspector with Holroyd City Council 

Corporal Steve Mcgregor is one of 40,000 Australian Reservists living a double life. Just like 
many Local Council employees, Steve is employed in a civilian role while also serving in the 
Australian Defence Force (ADF) Reserve. 

Steve signed up to the Army Reserve in October 2000. Both his father and father in-law were 
in the ADF and this strongly influenced his decision to join. He also wanted to experience 
Army life, but having a young family made joining full-time difficult. The Reserves provided 
the perfect balance. 

After starting as an Infantryman he worked his way up to his current role as Section 
Commander for 11 Platoon, Charlie Company, 1st Military Police Battalion. Steve has been 
with the Military Police for seven and a half years and has served as a Section Commander 
for about four years. 

"Being a Reserve member, I have gained experience and have been able to experience things 
I would not have been able to in my normal day to day life," Steve says. His civilian job is 
with the Holroyd City Council as the Senior Parking Patrol Officer/Ordinance inspector 
(Ranger). Basically, Steve's role enforces all Local Government Laws and Bylaws. 

The Council is very supportive of Steve's Reserve commitments. They have allowed him to 
attend courses which have helped to further his career with the ADF. Additionally, after 
starting with the Council in February 2006, Steve was released for Reserve Service in March 
2006 to deploy to Melbourne to provide security for the Commonwealth Games. 

One of the memorable moments in Steve's Reserve career is assisting on ANZAC Day 2009. 
"Driving in the ANZAC Day march through Sydney with elderly retired service members on 
board; the amount of cheers and calls of 'thank you' received from the general public and 
young children directed not just at you but to the retired serviceman." 

"My career in the Defence Reserves has been a wonderful experience. I believe that the 
skills I have gained in the Defence Force have been used in my civilian life and have made 
me a better person." 

To find out more about the ADF Reserves and how you can be a supportive employer of 
Reserves visit www.defence.gov.au 
 
Prime Minister launches National Compact with the Third Sector 

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd launched the National Compact with the Third Sector, or Not-for-
Profit Sector, on 17 March, after a two year consultation process. He described the Compact 
as a natural partnership - joining what government should be doing in this area, with what 
the Third Sector can deliver in partnership with government. The government and the Third 
Sector need each other - in particular, the government needs the 3rd sector to provide the 
reach into the community. 

http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail2.com/t/y/l/oidkrl/hjuiirhhk/d
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The Compact, he said, provides a framework to enrich public sector delivery. Now there is a 
need to break down the walls of indifference and the walls of hostility between the 
bureaucracy and the community organisations. Stressing the importance of the work of the 
voluntary sector, Prime Minister Rudd said that the highlight of his mother's life was the 
volunteer work she did for the auxiliary nursing service for many years after her retirement. 

The Compact gives community organisations real input into policy decisions and the 
opportunity to work in true partnership with government. 

There are 5.4 million volunteers in the 3rd sector. According to the Productivity 
Commission, there are over 600,000 not-for-profit organisations, contributing $43 billion to 
the economy each year and providing 1 million jobs. 

The launch concluded with a "toast" to the new Compact: an official signing ceremony with 
the Prime Minister Kevin Rudd, Minister for Families, Housing, Community Services and 
Indigenous Affairs Jenny Macklin, Parliamentary Secretary for Social Inclusion and the 
Voluntary Sector, Senator Ursula Stephens and 23 Third Sector organisations signing the 
Compact as a symbol of their commitment and support. 

Senator Stephens concluded the launch by saying the signing of the Compact "marks the 
beginning of the relationship, not the end." 

The signing coincided with the launch of the National Compact website where organisations 
across Australian can sign on to the Compact. 

The relevant website is at www.nationalcompact.gov.au 

A second website called Working Together will also allow organisations to discuss issues 
around the Compact. Organisations which could not get to the launch are encouraged to sign 
up on line by visiting www.nationalcompact.gov.au and clicking on the "sign up now" button. 
 
Harmony Day events 

The Department of Immigration and Citizenship's Kerri Eckhardt has helped to distribute 
over one million Harmony Day products to all parts of Australia. 

Local governments around Australia are organising a wide range of celebrations for Harmony 
Day 2010. From a morning tea in the office to a film festival, councils are finding new ways 
to celebrate and promote Australia's cultural diversity within their own areas around 21 
March. Council organisers have been quick to order some of the one million items of free 
Harmony Day merchandise supplied by the Department of Immigration and Citizenship. 

Hurstville City Council and the NSW Department of Education and Training will celebrate 
2010 Harmony Day by screening eight short films which promote community spirit and 
togetherness. All the films focus on a single theme: courage, and tackle issues such as 
compassion, disability, cultural diversity and human rights. 

The City of Mount Gambier is going to celebrate Harmony Day with activities at the Mount 
Gambier Library, such as a free barbecue, in conjunction with SA Police, a cultural display 
by the Skilled Migrants Welcome Program, give-aways of helium balloons, a chance to make 
paper cranes with the City of Mount Gambier Youth Advisory Committee, a dance 

http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail2.com/t/y/l/oidkrl/hjuiirhhk/h
http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail2.com/t/y/l/oidkrl/hjuiirhhk/k
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presentation by the local Karen Community and performances by North Gambier Primary 
students and the Compton Cool Kids. 

In Western Australia, the City of Swan and the Ballajura Youth and Community Venture will 
host a community festival. The festival will celebrate the cultural diversity of the Ballajura 
community through activities such as African drumming workshops, face painting, henna 
tattoos and crafts. There will also be performances, including Indonesian and Indian 
dancing, a Welcome to Country with a message stick and didgeridoo recital and choirs. At 
Bonegilla in Victoria, Block 19 of the Bonegilla Migrant Camp will be opened to visitors. As 
previously reported in ALGA News, Wodonga City Council is launching an education program 
for school students at the Bonegilla Migrant Experience Heritage Park, where post-war 
migrants began their Australian journey. 

From the President 
 
The Steering Committee of the Australian Council of Local Government (ACLG) met this 
week in Canberra with the Minister, Anthony Albanese and Parliamentary Secretary, Maxine 
McKew. Part of our agenda was to discuss the themes and issues for debate at the next 
Plenary meeting which will be held in Canberra on 17-18 June 2010. This is the occasion 
when Mayors from across the country come to Canberra for a meeting with the Prime 
Minister and ministers. 

I suggested that partnership and collaboration should be the broad themes of the gathering. 
The development of a stronger partnership between local government and the Australian 
Government has been a feature of the last two years and the creation of the ACLG is a very 
real and tangible sign of the that partnership. But it's not the only sign. The establishment 
of a $25 million Local Government Reform Fund to support improvements in local 
government asset management and financial planning, the direct engagement of local 
government in the Regional Development Australia (RDA) Committees, the creation of the 
Australian Centre of Excellence for Local Government (ACELG) and of course the more than 
$1 billion in community infrastructure funding are all testament to the new relationship. 

It's not just a one way street, however. Local government plays its role in the partnership as 
well. Local government experience, enthusiasm and innovation is being tapped by 55 RDA 
committees around the country. The projects funded under the new Reform Fund will build 
on efforts already being undertaken by councils and state local government associations. 
Local government has been at the forefront of identifying the areas of work for the ACELG. 
Last and not least, councils have completed almost 3,000 of the 3,220 projects funded under 
the original $250m allocated across all councils. 

Our commitment as a sector to spending the community infrastructure funding as quickly as 
possible has paid real dividends in terms of jobs and local fiscal stimulus. I suspect that the 
Community Infrastructure Program stands out as one of the most successful elements of the 
government's fiscal stimulus package. Having said that, the job is not over and there are still 
applications being considered for further allocations under additional tranches of the 
program. It is important that we make sure, as a sector, that all of the proposals we put 
forward for funding meet the Program guidelines and are of a high standard. ALGA has 
argued and will continue to argue for ongoing community infrastructure funding and our 
case will be strengthened by the quality of our performance under the current program. 

Cr Geoff Lake 
ALGA President 
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Metropolitan Strategy review 

Community and stakeholder consultation is now underway on a review of Sydney's 
Metropolitan Strategy. The NSW Department of Planning has released a discussion paper 
named Sydney Towards 2036 as a first step in this review. The discussion paper highlights 
key challenges, including jobs growth in Western Sydney, making Sydney climate change-
ready, placing new houses close to services and infrastructure, and revitalising our centres. 

Consultation on the discussion paper is running hand in hand with the exhibition of the $50 
billion Metropolitan Transport Plan until April 30 - linking land-use and transport planning. 
Following feedback on both documents, a single Metropolitan Plan will be created. 

The review also includes an online community forum on the NSW Government's Shape Your 
State website. 

Volunteer awards 

Nominations for the 2010 Regional Arts Australia Volunteer Awards close on Friday 26 March. 
Nominate yourself or someone you know who has made a difference in your community. 
Young people are particularly encouraged to apply. 

The Regional Arts Australia Volunteer Awards recognise, reward and encourage regionally-
based artists and cultural volunteers who have made a substantial contribution to the arts in 
regional communities in Australia. 

Recipients will receive benefits valued at over $1,800, including registration, conference 
dinner, travel to and accommodation at Junction 2010, the largest gathering of arts 
professionals in Australia. They will also receive an original artwork and a certificate signed 
by the President of Regional Arts Australia and CEO of the Australia Council for the Arts. 

The Regional Arts Australia Volunteer Awards Program is supported by the Australia Council 
for the Arts, the Australian Government's arts funding and advisory body, through its 
Community Partnerships section. 

Councils and Queensland land tax 

The Local Government Association of Queensland (LGAQ) says councils may have to pay back 
$600 million in collected revenue if the State Government does not go ahead with changes 
to land tax laws, reports Chris O'Brien. Rates could rise 27 per cent, as councils try to make 
up the shortfall. 

LGAQ executive director, Greg Hallam, claims that it is a real threat: "The State 
Government came up with the figure first - we've come up with that figure internally - 
Australia's leading local government finance expert came up with that figure. That is the 
potential - that's why the government has moved." 

However, Property Council spokesman, Steve Greenwood, disputes the $600 million figure. 
"We've also done the calculations," he said. "Of the 300 outstanding appeals, worst case, if 
those appellants were successful, at most the amount of rates that would have to be paid 
would be around the order of $7 million to $10 million." 

http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail2.com/t/y/l/oidkrl/hjuiirhhk/o
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Council will cope with new rates peg 

Campbelltown Council's financial position will not suffer as a result of the new lower rates 
peg, Mayor Aaron Rule said. The State Government has announced the rates cap for 2010-11 
will be 2.6 per cent, down from the previous year's 3.5 per cent. 

The rates peg sets the maximum income that NSW councils can collect from rates revenue. 
Cr Rule said that his position on rates pegs had not changed, regardless of the figure. "You 
have to live within a budget and that's what we'll do," he said. "The council will have to be 
briefed about the rates pegging as part of the budget, and that is something that will 
continue as usual." 

Cr Rule thinks that Campbelltown is in a good position ahead of the 2010-11 budget, thanks 
to Federal Government funding. He asserted: "We've been very fortunate with the federal 
stimulus package in terms of getting a lot of capital funding for halls, the stadium and other 
things." 

NSW Local Government Minister, Barbara Perry, said the rates peg had been announced 
earlier than normal this year in order to allow councils more time to speak with their 
communities about their plans and projects for the coming year. 

Smart councils work with national water wise label 

Now with widespread Federal and State Government support and good recognition of water 
conservation issues at consumer level, Australia's independent national outdoor water saving 
label, Smart Approved WaterMark, is seeking greater involvement from local government in 
water saving programs. 

The Smart WaterMark was endorsed by the Environment Protection and Heritage Council 
four years ago, and is now utilised as the independent adjudicator when it comes to water 
saving around Australia. It provides a simple reference for the public in their choices when it 
comes to saving water. 

Smart Approved WaterMark was established as a national not-for-profit scheme to provide 
independent professional assessment of product and service water saving claims. Supported 
by the Australian Government's Water for the Future Water Smart Australia Program, it is 
the sister scheme to the Water Efficiency Labelling Scheme for indoor products. The label 
can be found on water saving products for the home, garden and pool along with 
commercial and industrial appliances, from irrigation, rainwater harvesting and greywater 
systems through to cleaning systems and pool covers and filters. 

As part of community communications program, a comprehensive website has been 
developed by Smart WaterMark providing a host of water saving information, including links 
to rebates across states and local government areas, a complete list of approved products 
and unique water and energy saving calculators. 

Funding is provided by the Australian Government's Water for the Future - Water Smart 
Australia Program through the Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the 
Arts. For further information visit the Smart WaterMark consumer website or email 
info@smartwatermark.info 

http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail2.com/t/y/l/oidkrl/hjuiirhhk/n
mailto:info@smartwatermark.info
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Shoalhaven wins gold 

The Shoalhaven is celebrating being Australia's most successful local government area after 
winning two gold medals and a highly commended at the Australian Tourism Awards, writes 
Greg Ellis of the Illawarra Mercury. Shoalhaven's tourism manager, Tom Phillips, is brimming 
with pride for the tourist industry around Nowra, after operators at Jervis Bay and Kangaroo 
Valley successfully flew the flag for the South Coast. 

Crystal Creek Meadows Luxury Cottages and Spa Retreat won the Qantas Award for 
Sustainable Tourism, in a dead heat with Queensland's Skyrail Rainforest Cableway, while 
Booderee National Park won gold in the Indigenous tourism category, and was highly 
commended in the tourist attractions category. 

Mr Phillips said the Shoalhaven was the most successful local government area in Australia. 
And the wins have added more weight to www.shoalhaven.net.au's claim that the 
Shoalhaven, with around twice as many domestic overnight visitors as the Wollongong local 
government area, is the number one tourist destination in NSW outside Sydney. 

Calculate your energy use 

Do you want to find out how much it costs to use your tumble dryer? Did you know that each 
year the average Australian household generates 14 tonnes of greenhouse gas? And a 
dishwasher can use 35 litres of water per load, so do try to fill up the dishwasher each time 
you use it, and not use it for two cups and saucers and a teaspoon. 

Ashfield residents can now monitor their energy consumption for free by borrowing a Power-
Mate energy meter from Ashfield libraries. This device can calculate the energy 
consumption of different home appliances. It will even estimate the average cost of running 
the appliance over a year, both in dollar value and in terms of greenhouse gas emissions. 

Ashfield Council says it will allow people to make more informed decisions about how they 
can reduce energy consumption and reduce their energy bills. The three PowerMate 
portable energy meters can be borrowed free of charge from Ashfield and Haberfield 
libraries. 

The council assures us that Power-Mate is easy to use and comes with full instructions. 

Not enough women 

A major review of local government recruitment statistics has shown that women are 
generally more successful than men when applying for senior council management positions, 
but the low number of women who actually apply for such jobs is leading to a lack of women 
who end up working at senior levels. 

The review sought to ascertain the relationship between the lack of women in senior local 
government management roles and the number of job applications submitted by women for 
such positions. 

The review was carried out by recruitment firm, McArthur, at the request of Local 
Government Managers Australia, and formed part of McArthur's annual national survey of 
council remuneration levels. The 2009 survey covered 141 councils from throughout 

http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail2.com/t/y/l/oidkrl/hjuiirhhk/p
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Australia. The review found that for every woman who applied for a council CEO, director or 
manager position, more than four men applied for the same role. 

However, nearly one in every three women who were interviewed for such roles were 
successful in securing the position. 

LGMA National President, Neil Hartley, thinks that the findings go some way to explain the 
lack of women in senior local government management positions, and he urges councils to 
do more to encourage women to apply for top roles. 

According to the review, during the last two years women made up just 11 per cent of 
applicants for CEO positions, and 12 per cent of the women who applied ultimately secured 
the role. Women made up 22 per cent of applicants for second-tier management positions, 
and 27 per cent of those women were successful. 

Bigger houses, fewer inhabitants  

According to the Federal Government, Australian housing patterns are not sustainable, 
reports Chris O'Brien from the ABC. In the recent report on the state of Australian cities, 
released by Infrastructure Minister, Anthony Albanese, traffic congestion could cost the 
national economy $20 billion by 2020. 

Mr Albanese told the Queensland Media Club that while the average Australian family is 
getting smaller, houses are getting bigger, and that we need to have a debate about this 
unsustainability. 

The report says congestion, housing affordability, energy use and water consumption are 
some of the biggest challenges facing 17 cities of 100,000 residents or more. Mr Albanese 
says the Government will take a more systemic approach to the issues. 

"Over the coming months, using this report, the major cities unit will contribute to the 
Government's national urban policy," he said. "It will inform our thinking; it will expand our 
understanding and target our actions. It will encourage and broaden debate to include new 
dynamics, one of which ... is the use of smart infrastructure." 

The Mayor of Paradise 

Manly Mayor, Jean Hay, was one of six women in NSW to be honoured in this year's Women 
in Local Government awards. Cr Hay won the award for a metropolitan elected 
representative for "her long-term contribution to local government and the community 
through community action and fundraising". 

Cr Hay said it was a great honour to receive the award in the Year of Women in Local 
Government. "I have to say that in my 23 years in local government, I've enjoyed every 
moment of it. I've lived in Manly all my life and it's been an honour to represent the 
community and to be mayor. I call myself the mayor of paradise." 

Manly Council general manager Henry Wong said Cr Hay's award was well deserved. "I think 
this is a wonderful recognition for her role in local government and for women in local 
government as a whole," he said. "The award is much more than symbolic. 
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"Whether it is elected representatives or professional staff, we should do everything we can 
to address the gender imbalance that exists. It's a shame a lot more women who work in 
local government don't get honoured." 

Town crier competition 

The 20th National Town Crier Championships will take place in Ipswich as part of the city's 
150th anniversary celebrations. Town criers from every state will compete for the 
championship title at the Ipswich Mall rotunda on Saturday, April 17, from 10am. 

President of the Ancient and Honourable Guild of Australian Town Criers, Stephen Clarke, 
said taking part in Ipswich's 150th birthday celebrations made this year's championships a 
unique occasion. 

"We regard this as a very special event as the founders of the guild in Australia, Patricia and 
Gerry Adamson, are attending, as well as a special guest from England, Robert Needham," 
he said. As Colchester's award-winning town crier, Mr Needham will represent the original 
English guild and perform a special proclamation of congratulations for the city of Ipswich. 

Ipswich town crier, Mark Overell, put in an official bid for Ipswich to host the event two 
years ago. "It's a bit like bidding for the Olympic Games - different councils put in bids to 
host the championships at their council," Mr Clarke said. 

Four judges will evaluate contenders on poise, bearing, confidence, sustained volume, 
inflection and word content. To coincide with Ipswich's anniversary, the entrants' 
competitive cries must have a local flavour. "We have to incorporate Ipswich's 150 years of 
local government in 75 to 125 words," Mr Clarke said. He welcomed every member of the 
public to come and see the town criers in action. 

Erosion on beaches 

Victoria's state government will invoke climate change projections to reject a "millionaires 
playground" housing development on beachfront sand dunes at Port Fairy. The Age 
journalists Adam Morton and Peter Collins reported recently. Planning Minister, Justin 
Madden, refused a planning permit for the East Beach development, in part because the site 
is vulnerable to erosion and flooding from the nearby Moyne River. 

Pushed by transport boss, Mark Rowsthorn, the 22-lot development was proposed to run 
along a 500-metre strip overlooking Port Fairy Bay. It is bordered by a flood plain that 
regularly blocks road access. The refusal is the second time the government has cited 
increased risk of flooding in rejecting a coastal development. Mr Madden turned down a 165-
hectare resort at Apollo Bay in June last year. 

The minister said the Port Fairy proposal was inconsistent with planning and coastal policies, 
which include avoiding development on primary sand dunes and in low-lying areas. "The 
government is working collaboratively at local, state and national levels to prepare coastal 
areas for sea-level rise," he said. He called in the decision on the East Beach proposal from 
Moyne Shire Council more than two years ago. The site will be re-zoned to ensure future 
development is limited. Warnings of erosion at the site go back to 1992, when a state 
government report predicted a 25-centimetre sea-level rise would cause a 23-metre 
recession in the dunes by 2050. 
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Australian Roads Summit 2010 

Geoff Lake, president of ALGA delivered a speech on local government and its role in roads 
and transport to the Australian Roads Summit 2010 in Brisbane on 5 March. 

In his speech he reflected on the significant growth and aging of the population forecast 
over the next 40 years and the transport challenges this will bring for all three levels of 
government. The majority of these extra people will live in our major cities - with most 
concentrated on the eastern seaboard in Melbourne, Sydney and South-East Queensland. He 
welcomed the involvement of the Federal Government in our cities and their recognition 
that efficient cities are essential to the future prosperity of Australia. 

However, he noted that local roads and other local transport systems will continue to 
provide the key linkages to arterial systems for the foreseeable future. He argued that one 
of the immediate priories for local government is to establish more robust funding 
arrangements which will ensure a well-managed and sustainable local road system that 
provides appropriate access and levels of service for communities and industry. 

He observed that a recent High Court decision brings into question the constitutional validity 
of the Federal Government providing funds directly to local government through programs 
such as the Roads to Recovery Program. This is a big issue for local government because a 
loss of Roads to Recovery funding would have a severe impact on the ability of local 
government to deliver local roads. In particular, rural councils would fall even further 
behind in the delivery of roads to their communities and economic productivity would 
suffer. 

Geoff also referred to the Henry Tax Review which has identified the funding arrangements 
for roads as an area ripe for microeconomic reform through the development of a system of 
direct road user charging. A road user charging regime would potentially provide the basis 
for a source of ongoing funding for local roads and address the anomaly of the lack of a 
direct link between local road usage and funding. 

If road user charging is to be adopted, he said that the same system and pricing mechanism 
should apply to local roads as to whatever applies to arterial roads. Total funding to local 
government for local roads should at least be maintained at current levels and there should 
be a corresponding offset in the current tax burden through a reduction in fuel excise 
charges. If there is no offset communities will perceive any move to road user charging as no 
more than a 'grab' by government for additional taxes. 

Social Research in Transport (SORT) clearinghouse 

The Institute of Transport Studies (ITS) at Monash University, Australia have developed a 
free web based international research clearinghouse to increase knowledge and learning in 
the transport profession about research relating to social issues in passenger transport. The 
clearinghouse collates research reports focussing on social issues such as disadvantage and 
inequality. Researchers can search the database to find and access reports, sign up to a 
newsletter providing updates on new research reports, or submit research to be included on 
the system. 
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Quote of the week 
"Eating is not merely a material pleasure. Eating well gives a spectacular joy to life and 
contributes immensely to goodwill and happy companionship. It is of great importance to 
the morale." - Elsa Schiaparelli, French dress designer 

 

International news    
So, French women do get fat. In response to rising levels of obesity in France, Australia's 
Jenny Craig has come to the rescue, with ready-made meals and individual consultation. The 
Program has been launched in France with 17 Jenny Craig centres and an at-home program. 
Customers have access to information on nutrition, exercise and behaviour either face-to-
face or on the phone. Founded by Jenny and Sidney Craig in Melbourne in 1983, Jenny Craig 
was bought by Nestle Nutrition in 2006.  
 

CIRCADIAN AUSTRALIA presents its two-day flagship seminar 

Fatigue Risk Management 2010  
Reducing the Costs, Risks, and Liabilities of Human Error in Today's Workforce 

Sofitel Melbourne on Collins  
Melbourne, Australia  

April 13-14, 2010  
 

AT THIS SEMINAR YOU WILL LEARN HOW TO: 
 

• Assess the risks and costs of fatigue in your business 
• Design and implement a cost-effective Fatigue Risk Management System for your organisation 
• Determine safe staffing levels and optional shift patterns for your operation 
• Train employees and supervisors to mitigate fatigue risk 
• Improve employee health, safety and quality of life 
 

Don't miss out.  

Our CIRCADIAN seminar leaders from Boston are world leading fatigue experts and 
presenters: Bill Sirois and Todd Dawson 

COST: A$975.00 + GST includes working breakfast, morning and afternoon tea, lunch, and 
Networking Reception at the conclusion of each day 

RMIA 9 Points.      ANZIIF 9 Points.       NIBA College 9 Points.      AIOH 2 Points 

http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail2.com/t/y/l/oidkrl/hjuiirhhk/f
http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail2.com/t/y/l/oidkrl/hjuiirhhk/z
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Local Government Risk Management Summit 
 

* AGENDA NOW AVAILABLE * 
 

• Wednesday 28th - Thursday 29th April 
• Novotel Brighton Beach, Sydney 
• Agenda now available on summit website www.halledit.com.au/rm2010/agenda 

A wide range of case studies will be delivered by Australia's leading local government risk 
management practitioners at the inaugural national Local Government Risk Management 
Summit in April. 

Presentations will cover topics including: successfully implementing an Enterprise Risk 
Management framework in a local government organisation; incorporating risk management 
into organisational governance and culture; optimising internal auditing and audit 
committee procedures; and how councils need to address the risks posed by climate change. 

Speakers will include: 

• Peter Napier, Integrated Risk Management Coordinator at Ipswich City Council and Vice President of 
the Risk Management Institution of Australasia. 

• Donna Graham, Corporate Counsel, Glen Eira City Council 
• Ken Muir, Risk Management Coordinator, Penrith City Council 
• Geraldine Wood, Executive Manager Corporate Governance, Townsville City Council 
• Jeff Webb, Director Risk Services, Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu 
• Ian Waters, Redland City Council's Risk & Liability Services Manager 
• Greg Hunt, Executive Officer, South East Councils Climate Change Alliance 
• And Wollongong City Council's former General Manager, Rod Oxley, who will provide insight into the 

Wollongong Council corruption scandal and detail the difficulties faced by councils to install a risk 
management framework that prevents corrupt activity. 

Summit attendance enquiries should be directed to: Denise McQueen, Hallmark 
Conferences + Events, Ph: (03) 8534 5021; Email: denise.mcqueen@halledit.com.au. 

Summit sponsorship and exhibition enquiries should be directed to: Ben Hutchison, 
Summit Director, Ph: (03) 8534 5025; Email: benh@halledit.com.au. 

Further information is available on the conference website www.halledit.com.au/rm2010. 
 

http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail2.com/t/y/l/oidkrl/hjuiirhhk/w
mailto:denise.mcqueen@halledit.com.au
mailto:benh@halledit.com.au
http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail2.com/t/y/l/oidkrl/hjuiirhhk/yd
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ALGA NEWS 
 
26th March 2010 
 
National General Assembly - put 30 April in your diary 

In addition to this year's National General Assembly being held in an election year, and 
following Dr Ken Henry's review of the tax system, the themes of NGA reflect the 
government's focus on economic reform workforce participation, population and productivity 
or "the 3 Ps". An election year offers opportunities for local government to seek 
commitments from the major parties on these issues as the parties look for initiatives to 
include in their election platforms. 

The ABC 7.30 Report's Kerry O'Brien will be our keynote speaker this year to address the 
three themes, workforce participation, population and productivity, as well as provide 
insight on the current broader social and political landscape. As well as being a formidable 
interviewer and political commentator, he also has an interest and understanding of local 
government issues. 

Kerry is one of Australia's most prominent and respected names in Australian journalism. As 
well as having over 20 years experience in political journalism, he also spent three years as 
a press secretary, first for Labor leader Gough Whitlam in 1977 and then in the post-Whitlam 
era, with Deputy Labor leader, Lionel Bowen. 

In a couple of weeks, all councils will be sent the registration brochure, which contains full 
details of the NGA, however in the meantime this can be accessed on the NGA website. 30 
April is a date for all councillors to remember as the early bird registration rate of $840, 
which saves you over $100. The call for motions closes on 30 April. But don't feel you need 
to wait until 30 April! If US President Barrack Obama schedules his visit to Australia in June, 
as is being predicted, accommodation in Canberra is likely to be booked out well in 
advance. 

For more information, to register your attendance or to submit motions, go to 
http://nga.alga.asn.au 
 
Earth Hour Saturday 27 March 

What is your carbon footprint? Go to www.earthhour.org.au find out. 

On that website you can also find the Earth Hour official video plus a register and an events 
list. There will be a family event on Sydney's Goat Island, celebrity cooks will host an event 
in Brisbane and at Queensland's Sanctuary Cove it will be possible to dine by the light of 100 
metres of candle light. At the website above there is also an Earth Hour blog to see who is 
doing what, where, for Earth Hour. 

Debra Bell, Queanbeyan City Council's environmental sustainability officer, is enthusiastic 
about green innovation and implementing eco-initiatives. "We're hoping to focus this year on 
our outdoor lighting for signs, except for those ones that are needed for security and 
safety," Ms Bell told the Queanbeyan Age. This is the third year the council has participated 
in Earth Hour, and, once again, it will turn off all non-essential electrical appliances 
throughout its premises. The Earth Hour theme this year of 'Earth Hour, Every Hour' will 

http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail4.com/t/y/l/odtldd/uixjujl/d
http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail4.com/t/y/l/odtldd/uixjujl/h
http://www.earthhour.org.au/
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align with the council's implementation of recommendations contained in its sustainability 
report. 

Greenhouse gas emissions actually fell in Australia over the last summer, according to a 
survey by the non-government group, The Climate Group. Perhaps the awareness generated 
by Earth Hour helped. Rupert Posner, Director of the Climate Group, told the ABC that 
people were trying to use less power, but that there was also a substantial reduction in 
coal-fired power station emissions, possibly evidence of the global financial crisis having an 
impact. In his opinion, a carbon tax would result in a greater incentive for us to produce 
more of our electricity from the more greenhouse-efficient power stations, thereby reducing 
emissions of greenhouse gases further. 

Earth Hour started in 2007 in Sydney when 2.2 million homes and businesses turned their 
lights off for one hour to make their stand against climate change. Since then the event has 
grown exponentially, to become the world's largest global climate change initiative. In 
March 2009, hundreds of millions of people took part in the third Earth Hour with more than 
4,000 cities in 88 countries officially switched off to pledge their support for the planet. 
Earth Hour takes place at 8.30pm on Saturday, March 27. 
 
2010 MobileMuster Local Government Awards 

Councils are to be recognised for their mobile phone recycling efforts. The call for 
nominations for the 2010 MobileMuster Local Government Awards is on now. MobileMuster, 
the official recycling program of the mobile phone industry, is calling on local councils to 
enter the 2010 MobileMuster Local Government Awards. 

The awards, established in 2007, recognise and celebrate the outstanding efforts by local 
government in promoting the scheme and collecting mobile phones, batteries, chargers and 
accessories for recycling. The winning councils will be announced during the Australian Local 
Government Association (ALGA) National General Assembly at the National Convention 
Centre in Canberra from 14th June - 17th June 2010. 

Rose Read, Manager of Australian Mobile Telecommunications Association's (AMTA) official 
recycling program, MobileMuster, encourages councils to nominate for the awards. "Councils 
play a major role in educating residents about waste and collecting mobile phones for 
recycling. With most homes having at least two old mobiles sitting in drawers either broken 
or unused, there is a lot of potential e-waste that could end up in landfills if not recycled. In 
the last 12 months to December 2010, local councils diverted almost 3,100 kg of mobile 
phones, batteries, chargers and accessories from landfill. This included over 30,000 handsets 
and batteries, as well as 1,100 kg in accessories," said Ms Read. 

Previous winners of the awards include Eurobodalla Shire Council, Brisbane City Council, 
Moonee Valley City Council, Lismore City Council, City of Stirling, Lockhart Shire Council, 
Dalby Regional Council, Eastern Metropolitan Regional and the Shire of Lake Grace. 

There are five awards offered, including Best Promoter, Working with Schools Award, Top 
Collector Award Overall, Top Collector per Capita and National Excellence. 

"I encourage all councils to nominate for the 2010 MobileMuster Local Government Awards," 
concluded Ms Read. 

Nominations close on Tuesday 1 June 2009.  



Information Bulletin  Page Cor-20 
Correspondence & Papers 
 
From the President 
 
The momentum for constitutional change continues to build with the Senate agreeing last 
week to the establishment of a select committee on the Reform of the Australian 
Federation. 

The motion to establish the select committee was put forward by Senator Marise Payne 
(Liberal, NSW) and it includes specific reference to financial relations between the three 
levels of government and foreshadows a possible constitutional amendment for the inclusion 
of local government in the Constitution. 

Discussion will focus on (i) the distribution of constitutional powers and responsibilities 
between the Commonwealth and the states (including territories), (ii) financial relations 
between federal, state and local governments, and (iii) possible constitutional amendment, 
including the recognition of local government. 

Senator Payne was one of the Opposition politicians ALGA spoke to about Constitutional 
reform last month and she was certainly very interested in the ALGA case. ALGA has now 
spoken to more than 25 federal MPs from across all major parties about the case for change. 

There will be an opportunity for ALGA to make a submission to the select committee 
supporting our case for constitutional reform and this is a positive step forward in arguing 
for a referendum. The deadline for the committee to report is 24 August 2010 which does 
raise the prospect of the committee's inquiry being caught up in the forthcoming election. 

The ALGA Board meets next week in Canberra on 31 March and will have an opportunity to 
consider in more detail the opportunities arising from this new development. 

Cr Geoff Lake 
ALGA President 

Healthy debate on hospitals and health reform 

On Tuesday, the Prime Minister Kevin Rudd and the Leader of the Opposition Tony Abbott 
appeared in their first ever public debate against each other in their respective roles. The 
debate, held at the National Press Club in Canberra, was televised live across Australia and 
focused on health and hospitals reforms. 

In his opening statements, the Prime Minister noted that his mother was a nurse and that his 
sister still is a nurse, which he says has put health and hospitals at the forefront of his policy 
commitments. 

Opposition Leader Tony Abbott focused his opening comments on the need to end the 
blame-game and queried how this can be achieved under the Australian Government's 
policy, which will still leave states with the duty to pay 40 per cent of much of the health 
system. He noted Australians would still be uncertain despite the reforms about who is 
responsible for what in the health system, including who would be in charge of their local 
hospital. Tony Abbott said Australians need 'more medical doctors not spin doctors.' 

Many media representatives reported after the debate that there was not much detail 
coming from either side, and no new information, although one source (www.news.com.au) 
said that and the Prime Minister "appeared to amend [his policy] on the run in the middle of 

http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail4.com/t/y/l/odtldd/uixjujl/o
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the debate, promising regional hospitals could get special grants if the funding formula put 
them at risk. 'This wasn't the policy that he announced a couple of weeks ago,' Mr Abbott 
countered". 

Mr Abbott refused to release the Opposition's health policy during the debate, promising 
instead that this will occur 'well ahead of the next election.' 

Neighbour Day this Sunday 

Residents across Australia will be turning on the kettle and firing up the barbecue to 
celebrate Neighbour Day on Sunday 28 March 2010. Now in its eighth year and with the 
personal endorsement of Prime Minister Kevin Rudd, the national event has evolved to 
become Australia's annual celebration of community by bringing neighbours closer together. 
Councils and government bodies are organising relevant events and activities in public parks 
and spaces. 

"Our communities are only as strong as the people who live in them, which is why Neighbour 
Day provides a chance to pause, reflect and celebrate the people who live around us," said 
founder, Andrew Heslop. "We know how vital neighbours are to each other during bushfires, 
floods and emergencies, but everyday actions like borrowing power tools, taking in the 
recycling bin or walking the kids to school are often forgotten. Whether you live in the city 
or the bush, in a house, an apartment or on a farm Neighbour Day is the day to say thanks 
for being a great neighbour, thanks for helping me out and thanks for being there when I 
needed you most," Andrew said. 

Mayors split on super councils 

The Local Government Association has rejected the NSW Business Council's suggestion that 
Sydney's 41 councils should be merged to form 10 super councils, saying bigger doesn't 
always mean better, reports John Morcombe in the Manly Daily earlier this month. 

The peninsula's mayors are divided on the issue, with Pittwater mayor, Harvey Rose, 
vehemently opposed to it, Warringah mayor, Michael Regan, ambivalent about it and Manly 
mayor, Jean Hay, resigned to it. 

NSW Business Council executive director and former Liberal Upper House, MP Patricia 
Forsythe, said that cutting the number of Sydney councils from 41 to 10 would see a cut in 
the number of councillors from 520 to 120, all of whom should be paid full-time wages. 

"Councillors need to see themselves as boards of directors who focus on the larger strategic 
issues facing their region, rather than managers lost in day-to-day administration," she said. 

In a discussion paper, the NSW Business Council stated that "local councils have become 
emasculated by a stripping of council powers, a tightening of revenue sources through rate 
pegging and by council decision-making upended by suburban and personal pettiness". 

Women in management 

The male-dominated makeup of Hornsby Council reflects a statewide trend, according to a 
recent survey of 148 NSW councils. 
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Hornsby councilor, Wendy McMurdo, is the only female councillor on Hornsby Council. Last 
year she threw her support behind new measures to increase female representation on local 
councils but warned the job had challenges, especially for mothers. "Anything that would 
encourage a better balance is marvellous," she said. 

The challenge facing Australian local governments to increase the number of women in 
council manager and Chief Executive positions is analysed in-depth in the latest edition of 
Council Manager magazine. In recognition of 2010 being the Year of Women in Local 
Government, the February/March edition of Australia's national magazine for senior 
managers in local government features commentary from a number of current local 
government women CEOs about how they believe councils can improve the proportion of 
women in key management roles. 

Published by Hallmark Editions, which also produces LG News and Councillor Magazine, 
Council Manager is a quarterly magazine that provides senior management of local 
governments across Australia with case studies about leading-edge council management 
practices that managers can use to benchmark their own council's performance. For 
information about how to subscribe to Council Manager, please phone Naomi Braham at 
Hallmark Editions on (03) 8534 5000, email naomi.braham@halledit.com.au . 

Supporting women's leadership 

Victorian women will have the opportunity to develop their leadership skills with the help of 
20 State Government Women's Leadership grants. 

Minister for Women's Affairs, Maxine Morand, said the grants, worth a total of $250,000, 
were to drive opportunities for women to broaden and diversify their leadership skills. Ms 
Morand said "These grants will provide resources to organisations that have the capacity to 
improve opportunities for women to have a leadership role." Ring 1300 366356 for more 
information. Applications close on 30 November. 

Council's living rooftop 

Victoria's City of Monash is cooperating with Melbourne Water and Monash and Melbourne 
universities as a partner to research the benefits of an innovative rooftop garden that will 
be installed on the top of the council's chambers. 

Melbourne Water is funding the Living Roof Research project, which involves retrofitting the 
92 square metre concrete roof over the council chambers with a shallow garden. As part of 
the development, the existing waterproof membrane will be removed and replaced with a 
new high-performance membrane. 

The project will allow staff from Monash University to test the quality of stormwater 
discharging from the roof and to measure the reduction in roof rainwater runoff. 
Researchers from Melbourne University will assess the benefits of living roofs for application 
in urban Melbourne, including their insulating properties and improved building 
performance, and potential advantages for bird and wildlife habitat. The researchers will 
monitor plant and soil substrate performance over three years. 

City of Monash Mayor, Charlotte Baines, said that green roofs offer potential solutions for 
reducing pollution and improving stormwater management in urban areas. Stormwater run-
off from suburban streets and gutters is the main polluter of Melbourne's waterways because 

mailto:naomi.braham@halledit.com.au
http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail4.com/t/y/l/odtldd/uixjujl/p
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the water carries debris and high levels of nutrients into rivers and creeks. Mayor Baines said 
that Chicago City Hall has a rooftop garden that saves nearly US$10,000 annually in energy 
costs. 

Mayor Baines also stated that green roofs can help mitigate the effects of climate change 
and alleviate the heat island effect - the term used to describe built-up areas in cities that 
are hotter than nearby parks with trees and greenery. She said that living roofs will be one 
of the important elements of the design of liveable buildings and cities in the 21st Century. 

Framework for Sustainable Communities 

The Green Building Council of Australia (GBCA) has released a new national framework for 
sustainable communities at the opening of the Green Cities 2010 conference. 

Launching the new Green Star - Communities framework, GBCA Chair Tony Arnel said that 
the framework would establish an independent, national language to guide the development 
of sustainable communities and precincts. The national framework has been developed by 
the GBCA and its partner VicUrban, in collaboration with industry and government, and 
outlines five national principles for sustainable communities: 

1. Create liveable communities 
2. Provide opportunities for economic prosperity 
3. Enhance environmental quality  
4. Design great places 
5. Promote good urban governance. 

According to the GBCA's Chief Executive, Romilly Madew, launching the framework at Green 
Cities 2010 reflects the evolution in the GBCA's focus - from individual buildings to 
communities, precincts and cities themselves. 

The new framework complements the Australian Government's new reforms, which require 
states and territories to develop capital city strategic plans by 2012 that meet national 
criteria for transport, housing, urban development and sustainability. The framework can be 
downloaded from the GBCA website and is open for comment. 

ASBEC Cities for the Future report 

The Australian Sustainable Built Environment Council's report points to a bleak future where 
transport-related greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) increases by almost 50 per cent and travel 
times increase by a quarter. ASBEC is calling for swift, decisive action from all levels of 
government to deliver better transport systems in Australia's cities. 

A new agreement between Australia's two leading environmental rating tools for buildings - 
Green Star and NABERS - will deliver a more consistent and compatible approach to building 
rating. 

A memorandum of understanding between the Green Building Council of Australia (GBCA), 
which manages Green Star, the Commonwealth Department of the Environment, Water, 
Heritage and the Arts (DEWHA) and the NSW Department of Environment, Climate Change 
and Water (DECCW), which administers NABERS, outlines the parties' commitment to share 
information on rating tool development, calculators, benchmarks and methodologies to 
strengthen both rating systems. 

http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail4.com/t/y/l/odtldd/uixjujl/x
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Nelson Bay conflict 

Port Stephens has long been a holiday haven from the hassles of the big city. But is over-
development threatening to tarnish its appeal? 

The shire is a microcosm of the challenges facing local governments up and down the coast. 
Councils starved of cash from rate-pegging need growth to generate revenue to provide 
services; residents see once sleepy fishing hamlets turning into high-rise resorts for the well-
heeled, and native fauna and flora dying by a thousand cuts, as Harvey Grennan observes in 
the Sydney Morning Herald this week. 

In one corner are the blunt-talking mayor of Port Stephens, Bruce MacKenzie, and his 
"Magnificent Seven" majority of unashamedly pro-development councillors. In the other are 
the Tomaree Residents and Ratepayers Association and EcoNetwork, a coalition of 20 local 
environmental groups striving to preserve the Nelson Bay waterfront and the extraordinary 
biodiversity of the Tomaree peninsula. 

The stunning beauty of the port triples the population to 100,000 at Christmas, but for most 
of the year, hundreds of units remain empty and shopkeepers struggle to survive. Dozens of 
new apartments remain unsold, and developers take a severe haircut when they do sell. 

Yet there is pressure for more development. Consultants for the council have recommended 
five-storey development for the two-storey Nelson Bay town centre, with 12 storeys to be 
permitted on the hill overlooking the town. Residents say the report is flawed because it is 
based on a misinterpretation of the Lower Hunter Strategy Plan. The plan calls for 1,200 
more houses and 1,500 more jobs on the whole of the Tomaree peninsula, not just in Nelson 
Bay, as provided for in the report. 

The council's consultants have recommended that five-storey development be extended 
right to the waterfront. Such development would be contrary to the state government's own 
coastal policy guidelines, which limit foreshore development to three storeys and prohibit 
the alienation of parkland. There is little doubt that the overriding motive is to maximise 
lease revenue for the Lands Department. 

Geoff Washington, of the residents and ratepayers' association, stated. "People come here 
for the water and the views, they don't come to see a five-storey block of cement that cuts 
off the foreshore from everything else." 

But the mayor is unrepentant. "I am pro-development and proud of it," Mr McKenzie said on 
the occasion of his recent re-election. 

National Tree Day 

National Tree Day Sunday 1 August 2010 

Schools Tree Day Friday 30 August 2010 

For 15 years, local councils from all over Australia have been hosting tree-planting events 
for National Tree Day, allowing volunteers of all ages to enjoy time with nature and their 
community. As well as promoting councils' environmental initiatives, National Tree Day is an 
opportunity to revegetate local bushland and green spaces. 
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Planet Ark is calling on Australian councils to coordinate tree-planting sites or continue care 
to existing native trees and shrubs. By taking part, your council will be helping future 
generations understand the value of trees and why life is better with them. 

If planting trees is not an option for your council this year, you could invite residents to 
continue the maintenance of a former tree-planting site. This year's National Tree Day, 
sponsored by Toyota, will take place around the country on Sunday 1 August. Councils can 
host their own site or provide support to a participating school or community group. 

Planet Ark provides support to all councils who register through its National Tree Day 
Hotline and website, where downloadable resources and a step-by-step guide, as well as 
tools to help you promote your tree planting, are readily available. 

For a Council information kit click call the National Tree Day Hotline on 1300 88 5000. 

New Chairperson for NBN 

The Minister for Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy, Senator Stephen 
Conroy, today announced the appointment of Harrison Young as Chairperson of the board of 
NBN Co Limited. NBN Co has been established to deliver the National Broadband Network. 

Senator Conroy said that Mr Young would be leading NBN Co through a period of rapid 
growth as it rolls out high speed broadband across Australia. 

Senator Conroy said that the appointment of Mr Young further extends the already strong 
set of skills possessed by the NBN Co board. Senator Conroy also acknowledged the 
leadership of Mike Quigley and his achievements in establishing NBN Co. 

The appointment will allow Mr Quigley to focus his attention on the substantial management 
demands of rolling out the NBN. Mr Quigley will continue his role as CEO of NBN Co and as a 
director on the NBN Co board. 

The Development Assessment Forum (DAF) 

DAF met in Adelaide last week and appointed a new chair. Mr Paul Waterhouse, the 
Executive Director, National Policy from the Property Council of Australia was elected for a 
two year term. Ms Allison Hailes, Executive Manager, Planning and Community Development, 
Western Australian Local Government Association, was elected as the Deputy Chair. 

Mr Waterhouse thanked the outgoing Chair, Mr Peter Allen, Executive Director, Statutory 
Planning Systems Reform, from the Victorian Department of Planning and Community 
Development, for his leadership and commitment to implementing and promoting the 
leading practice model and strongly supported Peter's continuing participation in the work of 
the forum. The Forum debated numerous opportunities for future action, as well as 
considering the implications of the range of significant development assessment reform 
initiatives being undertaken by the Local Government and Planning Ministers' Council and 
COAG. 

A key result of the meeting was the agreement that a more detailed work program will be 
developed by the DAF working group, who meet in between full DAF meetings to progress 
identified priorities. Potential projects shortlisted include: an overarching DAF 
communication framework, notification and referral guidelines, private sector guidelines to 
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support track based assessments, and developing templates for model development/permit 
applications forms. 

DAF was formed in 1998 to bring key stakeholders together to reach agreement on ways to 
streamline and harmonise the processes used for development assessment while preserving 
high quality decision making. DAF membership includes ALGA and the state/territory local 
government associations in addition to Commonwealth, state/territory governments, the 
development industry and related professional associations.  

Recognising Excellence in Parks Management 

The Parks Forum Awards celebrate and promote excellence within the parks industry, by an 
individual, project team or an agency. By identifying excellence in park management we can 
communicate our success and achievements to the broader community and promote the 
diverse values of parks. 

The Awards are open to all Australian and New Zealand park management agencies and are 
designed to identify 

• an individual who has made an outstanding contribution to the parks industry (Individual Award) 
• the projects that exhibits excellence (Excellence in Parks Award) in the areas of 

o social management or 
o environmental management or 
o cultural management or 
o economic management 

• the organisation that best displays excellence across management of its business (Organisational 
Excellence Award). 

We welcome submissions from now until 30 April 2010. The winners will be announced at the 
Conference Dinner at the 4th International Biennial Parks Leadership Conference, Common 
Ground, in Sydney on Wednesday 25 August 2010. 

Parks Forum is the peak body for park management organisations, with members across 
Australia, New Zealand and the UK. Their vision is for a strong and vibrant parks industry 
recognised and supported by the whole community. For more information please visit the 
website. 

Prospect's digital strategy the best  

Senator Stephen Conroy, Federal Minister for Broadband, Communications and the Digital 
Economy launched the City of Prospect's Digital Economy Strategy on 5 March, declaring the 
Strategy the very best in Australia. City of Prospect CEO, Mark Goldstone, said, "The 
development of the strategy was in response to demand from our local business community 
for bigger and faster broadband, research into the potential of our economy and the future 
roll out of the National Broadband Network". 

Mr Goldstone said there is little point in declaring your desire for your council to be first to 
see the roll out of the NBN in your city, if your businesses and residents don't understand 
what to do with the fibre. "Prospect has been developing projects around the NBN that we 
have proven deliver real benefits to the community and council. The results have been 
outstanding". 

http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail4.com/t/y/l/odtldd/uixjujl/a
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City of Prospect has marched ahead of the NBN and is currently rolling out its own optical 
fibre to service its library, Civic Centre and Depot. The route of the fibre bundle has been 
strategically planned to roll past two local primary schools and a main retail shopping street 
precinct to encourage further take up the fibre by local schools and businesses. 

A core project of the released digital strategy is to support local small businesses in 
understanding how to trade over the internet. This project won pilot funding from the state 
government's Department for Further Education, Employment, Science and Technology. 
From this pilot project, 140 local SME's undertook the two and one half day program, which 
in many instances transformed the business model of the participating businesses. 

Australia's number one digital economy strategy has also created some Australian firsts such 
as a digital daily newspaper Prospect INDAILY. A collaboration with Solstice Media, INDAILY 
is emailed to over 1,000 volunteer residents and businesses that have registered to receive 
the e-newspaper. The e-newspaper includes international, national and regional news with 
one page daily devoted to council news, which is not subject to editorial change. Prospect 
has also introduced an open access wireless service at its library to support 'digital warriors' 
who like to have access to their laptops as they travel around the city. 

City of Prospect's Digital Economy Strategy is the foundation strategy used to create a 
National Broadband Network proposal from the Eastern Region Alliance of Councils which 
was also presented to Senator Conroy at the Prospect breakfast. 

Smart Infrastructure awards 

Nominations are now open for the inaugural Australian Smart Infrastructure Awards for 
innovative, technology-driven solutions to infrastructure bottlenecks and urban congestion. 
Federal Infrastructure and Transport Minister Anthony Albanese announced the new annual 
awards at the ThinkSmart 2010 conference held today in Parliament House as part of the 
House of Representatives Committee Inquiry into Smart Infrastructure. The awards will 
recognise project excellence in design, delivery, and use of infrastructure in any of 
Infrastructure Australia's national priority areas, including the rail freight, water and urban 
development: - The Australian Smart Infrastructure Project Award will go to an innovative 
technology based project. - The Australian Smart Infrastructure Research Award will provide 
a $25,000 grant for an innovative proposal supporting excellence in smart infrastructure 
research and development. 

Quote of the week 
“If God had intended us to be vegetarians, why did he make animals out of meat?” – John Cleese 
 

 
International News  

 
New Zealanders in the 15 to 19 year age group are 60 per cent more likely than their Australian 
counterparts to die in road crashes. They suffer an average of 21 deaths a year for every 100,000 in 
their age group, compared with Australia's rate of 13. 
 
The Government has decided to raise the driving age from 15 to 16, and to impose a zero alcohol 
level for drivers under 20. Prime Minister John Key said that there must be a "clear line that says 
when you get in a car and you're under 20 you don't drink." 
 
This may cause inconvenience for a small number of predominantly rural families, but the 
Government is right. Fifteen is far too young to be driving. Many studies, such at institutions such as 
Harvard University and the National Institutes of Health in the US have strong evidence that the part 
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of the brain that deals with judgments and values, long-term goals, the weighing of risks and 
consequences, is fully developed at about age 25. 
 
In the light of this evidence, the push to raise the driving age to 17 seems a moderate measure. 
Unfortunately the Government has declined to go this far. The evidence shows that the combination 
of the low driving age and the reduction in the legal drinking age to 18 has been lethal on the roads. 
 
The Law Commission is preparing its final report on the sale of liquor, which is expected to 
recommend placing curbs on the age and circumstances in which young people are able to buy 
alcohol. This and the age rise are likely to gain widespread support. 

You social research specialists 

I-view is the premier social research data collection agency with over 30 years experience. 
Our reputation for reliability, quality and client service makes us a partner of choice for 
government agencies, researchers and the private sector. Over the years we have run 
multiple telephone and Online surveys for Local Council with topics such a local transport 
and health issues through to researching topical social and population issues. 

Partner with I-view and complete projects on time, within budget and to specification. We 
are committed to excellence through professional client servicing, the application of 
innovation and technology, together with superior project management systems. 

Dedicated, experienced 'hands on' project managers have access to the entire national 
resource base of I-view. Our project managers are open, enthusiastic and approach each 
task with a commitment to the desired project outcomes, always keeping the best interests 
of our client, staff, and respondents in mind. 

Services include: 

• Project design and operational consulting 
• Telephone interviewing 
• Online surveys 
• 170,000 nation wide Online Panel 
• Online Omnibus 
• Face-to-face interviewing including in home 
• Data delivery in a range of electronic formats, report ready 
• Statistical analysis and modeling 

For more information please contact one of our I-view offices: 

Sydney 02 9333 6500  
Melbourne 03 9940 7700  
Brisbane 07 3016 7600  
www.iview.com.au 

http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail4.com/t/y/l/odtldd/uixjujl/z
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3rd Victorian Sustainable Development Conference 

The 3rd Victorian Sustainable Development Conference iwill be held on May 25-26, 2010, at 
Zinc, Federation Square, Melbourne. The Conference will be solution-oriented, bringing 
together key decision-makers from the private and public sectors, industry leaders, local 
government, scientists, conservationists and others to discuss ways in which to achieve real 
and lasting change in areas such as Water, Waste and resource recovery, Energy efficiency, 
Climate change response ,Planning and urban design, Land remediation, Air quality, Human 
health and Sustainable workplaces. 

It is a unique opportunity for local government managers to hear leading experts in these 
fields, and to gain real insights into the impact these issues and trends will have on local 
government operations and future decision-making. 

Speakers include: 

• Dr Kate Auty, Commissioner for Environmental Sustainability 
• Anita Roper, Chief Executive Officer, Sustainability Victoria 
• Rob Freeman, Chief Executive, Murray-Darling Basin Authority 
• Professor Chris Davis, Commissioner, National Water Commission 
• Dr Deborah Peterson, Deputy Secretary, Policy & Strategy, Department of Primary Industries 
• Kevin Love, Deputy Secretary, Department of Sustainability and Environment 
• Clare McArdle, Executive Director, Melbourne @ 5 Million Integration Unit, Department of Planning and 

Community Development 
• Fiona Calvert, Director, Sustainable and Active Transport Policy, Department of Transport 
• Professor John Thwaites, Chairman, Monash Sustainability Institute 
• Stuart McConnell, Director, Future Focus, EPA Victoria 
• Brendan Sydes, Principal Solicitor, Environmental Defenders' Office 
• Professor John Wilson, Deputy Dean, Faculty of Engineering, Swinburne University/Spokesperson, 

Engineers Australia 
• Professor John Fien, Innovation in Leadership Programme, RMIT 
• Professor Ralph Horne, Director, Centre for Design, RMIT 
• Chris Newman, Manager, Councils Reforming Business, Local Government, Department of Planning and 

Community Development 

The Conference will also feature best practice case studies in the above areas, as well as 
addressing challenges of sustainability, and provide advice on how state and local 
government and business can truly achieve social, environmental and economic 
sustainability. The price for registering to attend the two-day Conference is just $695. 

To view the Agenda or to register, go to www.halledit.com.au/vsd2010 or contact Denise 
McQueen on (03) 8534 5021 or denise.mcqueen@halledit.com.au 

http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail4.com/t/y/l/odtldd/uixjujl/e
mailto:denise.mcqueen@halledit.com.au
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CIRCADIAN AUSTRALIA presents its two-day flagship seminar 

Fatigue Risk Management 2010  
Reducing the Costs, Risks, and Liabilities of Human Error in Today's Workforce 

Sofitel Melbourne on Collins  
Melbourne, Australia  

April 13-14, 2010  
 

AT THIS SEMINAR YOU WILL LEARN HOW TO: 
• Assess the risks and costs of fatigue in your business 
• Design and implement a cost-effective Fatigue Risk Management System for your organisation 
• Determine safe staffing levels and optional shift patterns for your operation 
• Train employees and supervisors to mitigate fatigue risk 
• Improve employee health, safety and quality of life 

Our CIRCADIAN seminar leaders from Boston are world leading fatigue experts and 
presenters: Bill Sirois and Todd Dawson 

COST: A$975.00 + GST includes working breakfast, morning and afternoon tea, lunch, and 
Networking Reception at the conclusion of each day 

Local Government Risk Management Summit 

* AGENDA NOW AVAILABLE * 
• Wednesday 28th - Thursday 29th April 
• Novotel Brighton Beach, Sydney 
• Agenda now available on summit website www.halledit.com.au/rm2010/agenda 

A wide range of case studies will be delivered by Australia's leading local government risk 
management practitioners at the inaugural national Local Government Risk Management 
Summit in April. 

Presentations will cover topics including: successfully implementing an Enterprise Risk 
Management framework in a local government organisation; incorporating risk management 
into organisational governance and culture; optimising internal auditing and audit 
committee procedures; and how councils need to address the risks posed by climate change. 

Speakers will include: 

• Peter Napier, Integrated Risk Management Coordinator at Ipswich City Council and Vice President of 
the Risk Management Institution of Australasia. 

• Donna Graham, Corporate Counsel, Glen Eira City Council 
• Ken Muir, Risk Management Coordinator, Penrith City Council 
• Geraldine Wood, Executive Manager Corporate Governance, Townsville City Council 
• Jeff Webb, Director Risk Services, Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu 
• Ian Waters, Redland City Council's Risk & Liability Services Manager 
• Greg Hunt, Executive Officer, South East Councils Climate Change Alliance 
• And Wollongong City Council's former General Manager, Rod Oxley, who will provide insight into the 

Wollongong Council corruption scandal and detail the difficulties faced by councils to install a risk 
management framework that prevents corrupt activity. 

http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail4.com/t/y/l/odtldd/uixjujl/yd
http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail4.com/t/y/l/odtldd/uixjujl/yh
http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail4.com/t/y/l/odtldd/uixjujl/jy
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Summit attendance enquiries should be directed to: Denise McQueen, Hallmark 
Conferences + Events, Ph: (03) 8534 5021; Email: denise.mcqueen@halledit.com.au. 

Summit sponsorship and exhibition enquiries should be directed to: Ben Hutchison, 
Summit Director, Ph: (03) 8534 5025; Email: benh@halledit.com.au. 

Further information is available on the conference website www.halledit.com.au/rm2010 

Waste & Recycle Conference 2010 - Call for Papers 

The 2010 Waste & Recycle Conference is taking place from 14 - 17 September at the 
Esplanade Hotel, Fremantle. The Conference is jointly organised by the WA Local 
Government Association, Waste Management Association of Australia (WMAA) and 
Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC). 

The theme for the 2010 Conference is Our Generation: How do we measure up? With a focus 
on waste generation, consumption habits, generational change, data collection and data 
management. 

Call for Papers 

The Call for Papers is out now - proposed topics for the Conference include: 

• Sustainable development; 
• Measurement and accuracy; 
• Forecasting the future; 
• Population growth; 
• Waste over the generations; 
• Community engagement and initiatives; 
• Innovation; and 
• Best practice waste management. 

These topics can be related to any area of waste management, including climate change 
(measurement, liability and reporting), landfills, contract management, hazardous waste, 
alternative waste treatment and the various waste streams. 

To submit an Expression of Interest (EoI) please email the title of your presentation and a 
short outline to keynote@keynotewa.com. Submissions close on Friday, 9 April 2010. 

Sponsorship and Exhibitor Opportunities 

If you are interested in sponsoring or exhibiting at Waste & Recycle 2010, the Sponsorship 
Brochure is now available. There are a range of sponsorship and exhibitor opportunities. 

For information on the Conference visit www.wasteandrecycle.com.au or contact Keynote 
Conferences on 08 9382 3799. 

mailto:denise.mcqueen@halledit.com.au
mailto:benh@halledit.com.au
http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail4.com/t/y/l/odtldd/uixjujl/jj
mailto:keynote@keynotewa.com
http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail4.com/t/y/l/odtldd/uixjujl/ji


Information Bulletin  Page Cor-32 
Correspondence & Papers 
 
ALGA NEWS 
 
1st April 2010 
 
The President's Address 

On Wednesday 31 March, the President of ALGA, Cr Geoff Lake, addressed the National Press 
Club with his speech, 'Strengthening Democracy in Australia'. It was broadcast live on ABC 
TV. It is the first time that an ALGA President has been asked to address the Press Club. 

In his address, he highlighted the positive role that councils play in communities across the 
country. He criticised the development industry and state government planning officials for 
undermining the democratic basis of planning in Australia by stripping out community 
involvement input into planning decisions. 

"The problem when developers and other levels of government talk about planning reform is 
that they always start from a position that community involvement in planning decisions and 
local variance is bad and it ought to be curtailed," he said. "State governments have been 
captured by a development industry which has for months been running an orchestrated 
smear campaign against community involvement in planning." 

Cr Lake said that communities have a fundamental right to have a say in how their 
neighbourhood develops, and that local government would defend that right. 

He rejected attempts by the other levels of government to equate planning reform as action 
on affordable housing. 

"In the past few months we have seen all sorts of nonsense about planning process reform 
being mixed into debates on affordable housing. It may suit governments to talk about 
action on affordable housing through reform of planning processes but it is the biggest fraud 
going around in Australian politics and they should be called to account on it." 

Cr Lake also discussed the changing role for local government in service delivery and 
highlighted the need for funding and constitutional reform to put local government on a 
more sustainable footing. 

Healthier local and regional communities 

Earlier this week, the Australian Government announced the first 12 Local Government 
Areas that will receive funding under its $72 million Healthy Communities Initiative. The 
grants flow from the first round of funding under the Australian Government's Healthy 
Communities Initiative, and further rounds are expected later in 2010 and again in 2011. 

The Initiative will enable some of the most disadvantaged and at risk communities to 
experience the benefits that come from healthier lifestyles and healthy eating. The 
Initiative also recognises the critical role local government plays in supporting the delivery 
of national health objectives at the local level. 

ALGA President Cr Geoff Lake has previously welcomed the Healthy Communities Initiative, 
noting that it is critical that health funding help encourage people to be fit and active if we 
are to reverse the high levels of lifestyle-related chronic disease in our communities. 
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The link between well-maintained local community infrastructure and better health 
outcomes for all Australians is also critical. ALGA continues to advocate strongly for the 
Regional and Local Community Infrastructure Program to be extended beyond 30 June 2010 
so that ageing community infrastructure, which includes sporting facilities and bike paths, 
can be renewed. 

Local government is also aware of the importance to communities of the broader health 
reform agenda, and ALGA looks forward to working with the Prime Minister, Minister Roxon 
and the states on these reforms.  

Easter driving 

Please drive safely over the Easter holidays. Remember to keep within the speed limit and 
to take enough breaks from driving. Fatigue and the unfamiliarity of roads en route to 
people's holiday destinations are risk factors that need to be taken into consideration. 

The Royal Automobile Club of Victoria (RACV) gives the following tips for safe travelling. 
These will reduce your risk of being involved in a crash as well as improving your personal 
safety as a motorist. 

Power check  
When checking your vehicle, the POWER check is the easiest to remember. This stands for 
Petrol, Oils, Water, Electric, and Rubbers. Everything under each heading should be visually 
checked at least once per week. 
Two-second gap  
At all times maintain a two-second gap from the vehicle ahead, no matter what speed you 
are travelling. When it is raining, a foggy night, or any combination of these, the gap should 
be doubled to four seconds. 
Safety gap between vehicles  
When you stop behind another vehicle in a line of traffic, always ensure you are able to 
clearly see the bottom of the vehicle's rear tyres. This ensures you are not too close to the 
other vehicle. Also, as you commence to move, your two-second gap will already be in 
place." (www.racv.com.au - Tips were found under "Road Safety" heading.) 

Daylight Saving ends on Easter Sunday. More likelihood of travelling at dawn or dusk means 
drivers need to be extra wary of kangaroos, wombats, pedestrians and cyclists. Be careful 
this Easter and remember that double demerit points apply from Thursday April 1 until 
Monday, April 5, inclusive. And of course, as everyone will recall, alcohol and driving do not 
mix. Drink or drive, please don't do both.  

From the President 
 
Councils are a major provider of public and municipal health services. They have a 
coordination role across a range of services such as environmental health, food inspection, 
maternal and child health and immunisation. They also help deliver programs that support 
Australians as they age, so that older Australians can live independently for as long as 
possible. Councils are also involved in a range of areas that aim to secure better health 
outcomes for all Australians, such as road safety policy, drug and alcohol services, building 
regulations and inspections, and integrated planning processes to promote cleaner and 
healthier urban built environments. 

http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail1.com/t/y/l/ohlni/hjuiirhhk/h
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ALGA welcomes this week's announcement by the Australian Government of the first 12 
Local Government Areas that will receive funding under the $72 million Healthy 
Communities Initiative. The funding will enable disadvantaged communities to experience 
the benefits of healthy eating and healthy lifestyles. 

Community health is core business for local government. It is encouraging that the 
Australian Government has chosen to work with a number of councils across the nation to 
support the Healthy Communities objectives. 

A major focus for local and regional councils across the nation is preventative health - 
keeping people fit and active through the provision of sports and recreation programs and 
facilities. These programs and facilities provide Australians everywhere with the opportunity 
to engage in recreational activities, but also help to prevent the risk of lifestyle-related 
chronic diseases, such as obesity, cardiovascular disease, and Type 2 diabetes. 

The grants flow from the first round of funding under the Australian Government's Healthy 
Communities Initiative. Further rounds are expected later in 2010 and again in 2011. 

The involvement of local government in the Healthy Communities Initiative underlines the 
critical role councils play in supporting the delivery of national health objectives at the local 
level. 

Local government has long appreciated the link between well-maintained local community 
infrastructure and healthier living. The Australian Government has provided much-needed 
funding for the maintenance and renewal of ageing local community infrastructure through 
the Regional and Local Community Infrastructure Program, but more needs to be done. 
Local councils have proven they can deliver health and lifestyle programs, and maintaining 
local community infrastructure is just as vital to reducing disease in our community. 

Cr Geoff Lake 
ALGA President  

National Compact welcomes 100 Partners 

Today, the National Compact welcomes Drug Free Ambassadors Australia as the 100th 
organisation to sign up as a Compact Partner. This significant milestone comes only 12 days 
since the Compact was launched by Prime Minister Kevin Rudd at Parliament House on 17 
March 2010. 

The Compact is an agreement between the Government and the Third (not-for-profit) 
Sector. It gives community organisations, large and small, real input into Government policy 
and program delivery. It enables true collaboration on key social, economic and 
environmental challenges facing our communities and it allows the broad range of Australian 
not-for-profit groups to work with Government to achieve a shared vision. 

The interests and responsibilities of Third Sector organisations are diverse, but they are 
united by a shared commitment to community wellbeing without individual commercial 
gain. Compact Partners are individuals and organisations who support the National 
Compact's shared vision, purpose and principles and have signed up to reflect this 
commitment. 
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The 100 Compact Partners reflect the diversity of the Third Sector which includes 
community groups working in areas as diverse as health and social welfare, mental health, 
homelessness, heritage, the arts, the environment, sport, employment, volunteering and 
advocacy. 

National Broadband Network partners 

This week, the Minister for Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy, Senator 
Stephen Conroy, welcomed a call by NBN Co for partners to build the National Broadband 
Network. 

NBN Co has advertised its Request for Capability Statements for the design and construction 
of the NBN's Fibre Access Network. 

In announcing this step, the Minister said "the NBN is the largest nation-building project in 
Australia's history and NBN Co will be looking for suitably qualified and experienced 
companies or consortia to provide the detailed design and construction services for the 
network." 

Under the Request for Capability Statement, NBN Co is seeking capability statements and 
proposals to select the right partners to work with on this major infrastructure project. NBN 
Co will use the Industry Capability Network to assist the participation of small and medium 
enterprises and intends to require tenderers to prepare Australian Industry Participation 
plans. 

Interested companies are encouraged to participate in the Request for Capability Statement 
process and further details can be found on the NBN Co website. 

Councils win Lehman case 

The High Court has held that a deed proposed for collapsed Lehman Brothers Australia is 
unfair on the basis that it would bind creditors not to sue third parties, i.e., Lehman in the 
US. It is the first time the legitimacy of deeds of arrangement containing third-party 
releases has been tested in court, as Wednesday's Australian Financial Review points out. 
Marsha Jacobs writes that the decision means that 70 councils, including Woollahra, Sydney, 
and charities and schools can proceed with a law suit against Lehman Australia for millions 
of dollars they claim was lost in investments in complex structured debt products. 

In August, the Wingecarribee Shire Council, the City of Swan and the Parkes Shire Council 
had successfully argued that the deed proposed by Lehman Australia was invalid because it 
purported to extinguish the councils' rights to pursue other Lehman entities. This included 
Lehman US, which the councils wanted to sue. 

Piper Alderman partner, Sasha Ivanstoff, who represented the councils that challenged the 
deed in the High Court, was pleased with the result. He said that the High Court's ruling 
suggested that deeds were not suitable for large-scale administrations involving many 
companies across different jurisdictions. 

Council's living rooftop 

Technology Indicators have released the results of a study into Records Management in local 
government. The study provides comparative peer data that councils can use to assess how 

http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail1.com/t/y/l/ohlni/hjuiirhhk/u
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they manage their records and to identify areas where their organisations are leading (or 
trailing). 

The study highlights common challenges which local councils face. About 70 per cent of 
local councils reported increases in the number of electronic records they registered over 
the last 12 months, and in some local councils the volume of electronic records more than 
doubled. Local councils also experienced an increased public demand for council records 
(property information, maps, development applications, etc). Among the reasons for the 
changes in the number of records-related service requests are an increased awareness of the 
public about council records through relevant information available on-line, an increased 
use of on-line services and e-mail to request and/or access council records, and population 
growth in some areas. 

For many local councils, improvement of staff productivity is becoming a dominant business 
driver for the deployment, replacement or upgrade of their electronic records/document 
management systems. However, concerns over 'compliance readiness remain - almost 40 per 
cent of the local councils find it difficult to comply with legislative requirements for records 
management. 

Across local councils of different sizes and types, top common issues with a negative impact 
on records management practices are the lack of support from council staff and poor 
utilisation of electronic records/document management systems. One of the challenges 
closely related to this lack of support is inadequate training in records management. In more 
than 70 per cent of local councils, less than 10 per cent of the council staff were provided 
with formal records management training in the last 12 months. 

The report with the study findings can be ordered from Technology Indicators, 
service@tech-indicators.com.au 

Specialist Training Course 

With cyber security being a significant area of concern for both government and the private 
sector, there is a growing demand for practical information-sharing, common situational 
awareness and specialised training focused on keeping SCADA/Control Systems safe and 
reliable. 

CERT Australia through the Attorney-General's Department, is now seeking Expressions of 
Interest from owners and operators of systems used in Australian Critical Infrastructure who 
might have staff interested in attending an Industrial Control Systems Cyber Security 
Training course. The course is specifically directed at people involved in the installation and 
maintenance of Industrial Control Systems (ICS), also known as Supervisory Control and Data 
Acquisition (SCADA) or Process Control Systems (PCS), in either an ICS or Information 
Technology (IT) capacity. 

The course, conducted by the US Department of Homeland Security, is to be held on 21st to 
25th June 2010 (inclusive) at the Idaho National Laboratories (INL) in Idaho Falls, Idaho, USA. 
The course is provided free of charge, and successful applicants may be eligible for a grant 
of $A5,000 to offset travel and accommodation costs. Applications to attend the training 
course close 16th April 2010, and some conditions apply. Staff from a number of Australian 
local government organisations have attended previous courses and found the training to be 
of considerable benefit. 

mailto:service@tech-indicators.com.au
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Interested applicants should download the EOI documents in either Word or Adobe PDF 
format from www.cert.gov.au. Further information is available by email at info@cert.gov.au 
or by telephone 1300 172 499. 

Local Government education online 

The South Australian LGA supports the need for better civics education and citizenship 
through its education kit, which can be found at this website www.lga.sa.gov.au 

According to the useful and succinct monthly magazine, LGA News, the site was designed as 
a resource for students, teachers and the general public to find out about local government 
in South Australia. The website allows students and teachers to learn about, among other 
things, the history of local government, how councils operate and the services they provide, 
and the careers that are possible in local government. 

Tidy Towns 

Tidy Towns, in partnership with the GPS brand, Navman, is asking people to vote for their 
favourite town. Run by Keep Australia Beautiful, the judges for the Tidy Towns competition 
travel the country, judging towns on tidiness and a set of social and environmental 
attributes. But unlike the official competition, the "Navman People's Choice" award is about 
popularity with the people, and designed to allow everyone to have a say by nominating or 
voting for their favourite town in Australia. 

Scott Lyall, executive officer of Keep Australia Beautiful, said: "Tidy Towns goes from 
strength to strength each year with more than 1,000 communities and over 90,000 
volunteers involved, and Navman's People's Choice will complement this existing competition 
by getting everyone from all over Australia to have a say and add their town to the map." 

Everyone who votes or nominates a town goes in the running to win a Navman GPS. The 
nomination and voting process is simple. Visit www.navmanpeopleschoice.com.au and 
nominate a town and give a reason why it should win. You can also upload photographs of 
the town onto the website. The website has a clear definition of what constitutes a "town" 
as cities or suburbs are not eligible to enter. The competition runs until 31 May 2010, and 
the winners will be announced in June. 

Drink container recycling 

Keep Australia Beautiful is able to offer financial assistance for local communities wishing to 
improve beverage container recycling. This financial assistance is made possible thanks to a 
Coca-Cola Foundation Community Recycling Grant. Applications close 3rd May 2010. Grants 
will be between $3000 and $10,000. 

In larger communities this may mean infrastructure for events or for special venues such as 
large retail centres or education centres. In smaller communities, it may mean assistance 
with transport or processing to overcome remote location or dispersed population. The focus 
is on: 

• recycling away from home 
• practical projects that leave a legacy 
• projects that don't duplicate existing recycling activities 
• projects that result in measurable volumes of recycled materials 

mailto:info@cert.gov.au
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Bike awards close 5 p.m. Monday 12 April 

Nominations for the Australian Bicycling Achievement awards are invited from individuals, 
organisations, schools, businesses and government departments. Online nominations are 
encouraged but hard copies and emails will also be accepted. 

The first award category is: Cycling Promotion Award of the Year, sponsored by the Heart 
Foundation. Include a short outline of the contributions and their impact. The second, the 
Special Achievement Award by a Bicycle Organisation is sponsored by the Cycling Promotion 
Fund. Nominations should include an outline of the organisation, its history, membership, 
staff and volunteers and a description of the achievements. 

Also sponsored by the CPF is the Local Government Award for Special Initiative to Encourage 
and Promote Cycling. Nominations should include an outline of the initiative, departments 
involved and achievements. There are four other categories: Award for an Educational 
Institution for Innovation in Encouraging Cycling to School, Award for Bicycle Friendly 
Business, Award for Contribution towards Cycling by a Politician, and Award for 
Contributions towards Cycling by a Bicycle retailer. 

Details can be found on the website above, or by contacting the Cycling Promotion Fund on 
Tel: (03) 9818 5400 Fax: (03) 9818 4535. Email: office@cyclingpromotion.com.au. Post: PO 
Box 3052 Auburn 3123 Victoria. 

Awards will be presented in June 2010. Remember, the nominations close on 12 April. 

Appointment brings hope for women 

A Department of Local Government media release recently profiled the average local 
councillor as a male in his 50s whose first language is English. An even more unequal picture 
would emerge from a survey of local government general managers: 3.2 per cent of general 
managers in NSW are women. The recent appointment of Vanessa Chan as general manager 
of Ashfield Council is a welcome change away from the trend. 

"As our communities become more active in their citizenship and demand higher levels of 
business excellence and also demand engagement with them, I would expect that more 
women will be moving into these roles as these are very often the competencies that women 
bring to the workplace," said Ms Chan. She said that she was passionate about making 
Ashfield one of the truly innovative and engaged councils. 

The Minister for Women, Jodi McKay, and Minister for Local Government, Barbara Perry have 
both heralded Ms Chan's appointment. 

Affordable housing increasingly elusive 

Average buyers cannot compete with rich, tax-subsidised investors, concludes Tim Colebatch 
in the Age On Tuesday 16 March. Affordable housing will remain elusive for more and more 
people if past price trends continue for another decade. If they do, home ownership would 
remain out of reach for millions of younger and lower-income Australians and our 
transformation from a nation of home owners to one of landlords and tenants would be 
complete. 

http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail1.com/t/y/l/ohlni/hjuiirhhk/m
mailto:office@cyclingpromotion.com.au
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But the astute economist claims that this won't happen. Melbourne house prices have 
trebled since 1997, not because our incomes trebled, but because we paid those prices by a 
massive increase in debt. In the 20 years to January 2010, household debt to the banks grew 
10 times over, from $118 billion to $1224 billion. As a share of our disposable income, they 
more than trebled, from 45 per cent of what we earn to 156 per cent. 

If we want house prices to keep growing at that pace, we'll have to keep going deeper into 
debt at that pace - to more than $4 trillion by 2020, or more than three times our income. 
In Colebatch's opinion, we won't take on debt like that again. If your house increases its 
worth by a large margin, it does not benefit you because you have to live somewhere, and 
you're usually buying and selling in the same market. The only people who benefit from 
rising house prices are people downgrading to a smaller home - and investors. 

House prices have soared because of a widening gap between supply and demand. The 
supply of new homes has barely grown in 40 years, averaging 154,500 over the '00s. Yet 
demand has soared, for two reasons. Population growth has doubled, to almost 500,000 a 
year. And 40 per cent of lending to people buying established homes now goes to investors. 

Colebatch reminds us that it wasn't always like that. Before Labor restored the tax break for 
negative gearing in 1987, investors took only 8 per cent of lending for established homes. 
Most of their borrowing was to build new homes, such as apartment blocks. And most 
landlords made a profit from renting. But not now. Tax Office figures show that 1.1 million 
Australians declared negatively geared property investments in 2006-07. They claimed total 
losses of more than $10 billion, which probably cut their tax bills by about $4 billion. In 
effect, that $4 billion then falls on other taxpayers. 

Why run a rental business that loses money? Because your losses are more than offset by the 
capital gain when you sell the property. And thanks to John Howard, you pay only half as 
much tax on capital gains as you pay on the income you earn from working. 

Few countries offer housing investors such a generous tax deal. In most, you can write off 
your losses against rental income, but not against income from other sources. That's what 
we need to do here, where the scale of negative gearing is now so massive that housing 
cannot become affordable to young and low-income buyers competing with so many richer, 
tax-subsided investors. 

Consider this: in the 13 years to 2006-07, landlords as a group went from declaring net 
profits of $399 million to net losses of $6.4 billion. Those reporting profits grew by 36,000. 
Those reporting losses grew by 594,000. Our tax laws have upset the proper balance 
between home owners and investors and have led 1.1 million people to become landlords 
who make losses in order to reap the tax gains. That flood of investors has upended the 
balance between supply and demand, driving up prices and denying millions the chance to 
own their own homes. Housing will not be affordable for many until this is addressed. 

Batts blame is misleading 

With the ABC now calling the Federal Government's insulation program a failure, the 
program's status as a debacle has become quasi-official, reports Tuesday's Australian 
Financial Review on 16 March. The Government is being held accountable for four deaths of 
installers, although the only link is that the Commonwealth funded the scheme, and the 
media has ignored the fact that the number of fires due to installation has actually fallen, as 
a percentage of installations, compared to the years before the scheme. 
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Trans fats ban? 

Food manufacturers would have to reveal the levels of killer trans fats in all products under 
recommendations to be put to a national inquiry in Sydney this week, reports Clair Weaver 
in the Sunday Telegraph. 

Trans fats, by dramatically raising cholesterol levels and clogging arteries, are responsible 
for causing 6,000 deaths of Australians per year. COAG and the Australia and New Zealand 
Food Regulation Ministerial Council have appointed a Review of Food Labelling and Policy, 
and if compulsory labelling reveals high levels of trans fats are being used by manufacturers, 
experts will push for a total ban nationally. 

Trans fat is often found in pastries, biscuits and fried foods and is cheap, makes foods crispy 
and extends shelf life. It also raises the risk of heart disease, type 2 diabetes and strokes. 
Under current Australian rules, processed foods containing trans fats are rarely identified. 

Chicken nuggets, popcorn, croissants, crackers and cheese are often high in trans fats. 
Countries including Denmark and Switzerland have banned trans fats and the US has 
mandatory labelling. Some NSW councils, including Botany Bay, Gosford, Kogarah, Hurstville 
and Waverley, have introduced trans-fat bans in local restaurants and take-away outlets. 
Blacktown and City of Sydney are considering bans. 

Consultant dietitian Susie Burrell said she supported a ban on trans fats but also argued that 
labelling was imperative to protect the health of children in the future. "If it's good enough 
to do in the US, why not do it here?" she said. "Trans fats are very toxic. Consumers have the 
right to make an informed choice." 

The foods with the highest amount of trans fats are, in descending order, popcorn, breakfast 
bars, potato chips, savoury biscuits, chicken nuggets, fried noodles and hot chips. See the 
full list of foods with trans fats at the website. 

Ballina Council burns some fat 

While the combination of beef, mutton and soy might seem like the ingredients for a stir 
fry, Ballina Shire Council is putting them in their petrol tanks, according to a report in the 
Northern Rivers Echo on 25 March. 

Earlier in March, Council began using B20, a blend of conventional diesel and 20% biodiesel 
derived from tallow (beef and mutton fat) and soy beans, in their heavy plant and light 
vehicles, after having upgraded fuel pumps and the computerised fuel management system 
to accommodate the use of biodiesel. 

Cr Ben Smith, who initiated the idea, said the fuel also helped clean the engines. "It reduces 
our dependence on finite reserves of oil and reduces production of 'new' CO2> from burning 
fossil fuel," Cr Smith said. "There are benefits in cutting particulate emissions, with no loss 
in engine power or fuel economy. 

"It's also about Ballina Shire Council leading by example. We're keen to improve 
environmental outcomes for our community in simple, practical ways. This demonstrates 
that we are taking these issues seriously and looking at improving environmental outcomes 
where we can." 

http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail1.com/t/y/l/ohlni/hjuiirhhk/c
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Mayor Phillip Silver said using B20 put Council ahead of the game. "There's a small extra cost 
to Council, but a big community benefit through using a cleaner burning fuel," Mayor Silver 
said. "Based on Council's current use of diesel, we'll cut more than 200 tonnes of greenhouse 
gas emissions. We've also insisted on using Australian sources for our biodiesel." 

Cr Silver also suggested the initiative would be a good way for neighbouring councils to 
increase sharing resources and that he would be taking the idea to NOROC, the Northern 
Rivers Regional Organisation of Councils. 

B20 will be used in 60 heavy and 40 light vehicles, which use around 550,000 litres of diesel 
a year. Ballina Shire Council resolved to introduce B20 biodiesel for all its operations, 
provided the blend meets the Australian Diesel Fuel Standard and the biodiesel component 
meets the Australian Biodiesel Standard. 

Drug research 

The National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre (NDARC) is undertaking research to look at: 

• trends in Australian media reporting on illicit drugs, and 
• youth perceptions of and reactions to different types of media portrayals on illicit drug use. 

This is the first major study of its kind in Australia and the focus is on all Australian youth 
aged 16-24 regardless of whether they have or have not used illicit drugs. 

As part of the project NDARC have launched a nationwide online survey and require a 
sample size of 2,000 young people aged 16-24, from across Australia. 

Please circulate this opportunity to participate among your youth networks. For further 
information please contact Dr Caitlin Hughes on (02) 9385 0132 or 0468 914 050. 

Quote of the week 
"It is not women against men, it is women and men, and not that the world will be a better place if women run it, but that 
the world will be a better place when women who bring their perspectives share in running it." - Indira Patel 2002 

  
International news    

Pope Benedict XVI's latest apology for the global pattern of child abuse by predatory priests 
and brothers repeated a pattern set by lesser officials, the New York Times wrote earlier 
this week. After decades - perhaps, as the Guardian Weekly points out, we should be 
referring to centuries - of obfuscation, the Catholic church has to be called to account for 
what has happened. The church's repeated excuse that just a few bad apples were 
responsible for abuses can now be seen for what it is: part of a deliberate and enduring 
cover-up. The Ryan report has exposed decades of systematic abuse of thousands of children 
in Ireland. Further abuse allegations of similar proportions are emerging across Europe and 
in Latin American countries. It is the same story in the US, and the Pope, while still a 
cardinal, was personally warned about a priest who had molested 200 deaf boys. But church 
leaders protected the church instead of the boys. And, as Madeleine Bunting in the latest 
Guardian Weekly writes, "The church's loss of moral authority is only a part of a bigger 
picture. Financial ruin provoked by compensation claims is another ...And one of the most 
acute and pressing consequences of the abuse scandal is that it exacerbates the problem 
that the church is running out of priests as vocations collapse."  
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3rd Victorian Sustainable Development Conference 

The 3rd Victorian Sustainable Development Conference iwill be held on May 25-26, 2010, at 
Zinc, Federation Square, Melbourne. The Conference will be solution-oriented, bringing 
together key decision-makers from the private and public sectors, industry leaders, local 
government, scientists, conservationists and others to discuss ways in which to achieve real 
and lasting change in areas such as Water, Waste and resource recovery, Energy efficiency, 
Climate change response ,Planning and urban design, Land remediation, Air quality, Human 
health and Sustainable workplaces. 

It is a unique opportunity for local government managers to hear leading experts in these 
fields, and to gain real insights into the impact these issues and trends will have on local 
government operations and future decision-making. 

Speakers include: 

• Dr Kate Auty, Commissioner for Environmental Sustainability 
• Anita Roper, Chief Executive Officer, Sustainability Victoria 
• Rob Freeman, Chief Executive, Murray-Darling Basin Authority 
• Professor Chris Davis, Commissioner, National Water Commission 
• Dr Deborah Peterson, Deputy Secretary, Policy & Strategy, Department of Primary Industries 
• Kevin Love, Deputy Secretary, Department of Sustainability and Environment 
• Clare McArdle, Executive Director, Melbourne @ 5 Million Integration Unit, Department of Planning and 

Community Development 
• Fiona Calvert, Director, Sustainable and Active Transport Policy, Department of Transport 
• Professor John Thwaites, Chairman, Monash Sustainability Institute 
• Stuart McConnell, Director, Future Focus, EPA Victoria 
• Brendan Sydes, Principal Solicitor, Environmental Defenders' Office 
• Professor John Wilson, Deputy Dean, Faculty of Engineering, Swinburne University/Spokesperson, 

Engineers Australia 
• Professor John Fien, Innovation in Leadership Programme, RMIT 
• Professor Ralph Horne, Director, Centre for Design, RMIT 
• Chris Newman, Manager, Councils Reforming Business, Local Government, Department of Planning and 

Community Development 

The Conference will also feature best practice case studies in the above areas, as well as 
addressing challenges of sustainability, and provide advice on how state and local 
government and business can truly achieve social, environmental and economic 
sustainability. The price for registering to attend the two-day Conference is just $695. 

To view the Agenda or to register, go to www.halledit.com.au/vsd2010 or contact Denise 
McQueen on (03) 8534 5021 or denise.mcqueen@halledit.com.au  

http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail1.com/t/y/l/ohlni/hjuiirhhk/f
mailto:denise.mcqueen@halledit.com.au
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CIRCADIAN AUSTRALIA presents its two-day flagship seminar 

Fatigue Risk Management 2010  
Reducing the Costs, Risks, and Liabilities of Human Error in Today's Workforce 

Sofitel Melbourne on Collins - Melbourne, Australia  
April 13-14, 2010  

 
AT THIS SEMINAR YOU WILL LEARN HOW TO: 

• Assess the risks and costs of fatigue in your business 
• Design and implement a cost-effective Fatigue Risk Management System for your organisation 
• Determine safe staffing levels and optional shift patterns for your operation 
• Train employees and supervisors to mitigate fatigue risk 
• Improve employee health, safety and quality of life 

Our CIRCADIAN seminar leaders from Boston are world leading fatigue experts and 
presenters: Bill Sirois and Todd Dawson 

COST: A$975.00 + GST includes working breakfast, morning and afternoon tea, lunch, and 
Networking Reception at the conclusion of each day 

Local Government Risk Management Summit 

* AGENDA NOW AVAILABLE * 
• Wednesday 28th - Thursday 29th April 
• Novotel Brighton Beach, Sydney 
• Agenda now available on summit website www.halledit.com.au/rm2010/agenda 

A wide range of case studies will be delivered by Australia's leading local government risk 
management practitioners at the inaugural national Local Government Risk Management 
Summit in April. 

Presentations will cover topics including: successfully implementing an Enterprise Risk 
Management framework in a local government organisation; incorporating risk management 
into organisational governance and culture; optimising internal auditing and audit 
committee procedures; and how councils need to address the risks posed by climate change. 

Speakers will include: 

• Peter Napier, Integrated Risk Management Coordinator at Ipswich City Council and Vice President of 
the Risk Management Institution of Australasia. 

• Donna Graham, Corporate Counsel, Glen Eira City Council 
• Ken Muir, Risk Management Coordinator, Penrith City Council 
• Geraldine Wood, Executive Manager Corporate Governance, Townsville City Council 
• Jeff Webb, Director Risk Services, Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu 
• Ian Waters, Redland City Council's Risk & Liability Services Manager 
• Greg Hunt, Executive Officer, South East Councils Climate Change Alliance 
• And Wollongong City Council's former General Manager, Rod Oxley, who will provide insight into the 

Wollongong Council corruption scandal and detail the difficulties faced by councils to install a risk 
management framework that prevents corrupt activity. 

Summit attendance enquiries should be directed to: Denise McQueen, Hallmark 
Conferences + Events, Ph: (03) 8534 5021; Email: denise.mcqueen@halledit.com.au

http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail1.com/t/y/l/ohlni/hjuiirhhk/s
http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail1.com/t/y/l/ohlni/hjuiirhhk/g
http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail1.com/t/y/l/ohlni/hjuiirhhk/yu
mailto:denise.mcqueen@halledit.com.au
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Media Release 

22 March 2010 
Share the responsibility on our roads this Easter  
 
In the lead up to the busy Easter long weekend, drivers are being reminded that everyone 
has a role to play when it comes to road safety.  
 
WA Local Government Association (WALGA) President Cr Bill Mitchell said people shouldn’t 
become complacent on our roads just because the road toll is lower than the same time last 
year.  
 
“While it is tempting to talk about the lower road toll, it is vital we remember that even 
one death on our roads is too many and everyone needs to make a contribution if we are to 
achieve zero deaths in the long term,” Cr Mitchell said. 
 
“As we work towards creating a safe system with zero deaths and serious injuries, we still 
need a strong commitment from drivers to do the right thing whenever they travel on the 
roads. 
 
“The Blessing of the Roads campaign is one of the many ways Local Governments are helping 
to raise awareness about road safety in local communities. 
“Blessing of the Roads brings together local roads safety partners as well as emergency 
service personnel to publicly bless local roads and remind road users to do the right thing no 
matter how long or short the journey.”  
 
Several Local Governments have organised Blessing of the Roads ceremonies help reinforce 
the need to be cautious, take care and be well rested when travelling on our roads over the 
upcoming holiday period.   
 
Plan ahead this Easter and remember: 

• Allow plenty of time to arrive at your destination 

• Slow down and drive to the conditions  

• If you plan to drink, plan not to drive 

• Wear a seat belt 

• Swap drivers every two hours or stop and revive at one of the many coffee stops or  

Driver Reviver locations run by volunteers throughout WA. Driver Reviver locations can be 
accessed by visiting http://www.roadwise.asn.au/resources/projects/driver. 

To find out more about the Blessing of the Roads campaign, visit www.roadwise.asn.au.  
Ends 
 
Note: 
Individual Local Governments organise Blessing of the Roads events in their communities.  
 
Details of known events in the lead up to Easter 2010 include:  

• Shire of Esperance - 26 March 2010, Post office square, 12.30pm. Shire of Esperance 
community members welcome.  

http://www.roadwise.asn.au/resources/projects/driver
http://www.roadwise.asn.au/
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• Shire of Broomehill-Tambellup - 26 March 2010, Tambellup Shire office, Norrish Street 

Tambellup, 10am. Community members welcome.  

• Geraldton Greenough RoadWise Committee - 26 March 2010, Arrowsmith rest stop 
55km south of Dongara, 10.00-11.00am to coincide with the Irwin Lions Driver Reviver. 
Community members welcome.   

• City of Armadale - 27 March 2010, Minnawarra Park, Armadale, 10am. City of 
Armadale community members welcome.    

• City of Mandurah - 27 March 2010, Mandurah Foreshore (eastern), 11.00am - 5.00pm. 
Community members welcome.  

• City of Stirling/City of Joondalup - 30 March 2010, 9.30-10.30am, Carine Open Space, 
Carine (Beach Road & Okely Road). RSVP: Essential (to confirm catering) by 23 March 
2010 to Marissa MacDonald 9400 4335 or Marissa.MacDonald@joondalup.wa.gov.au  

• Town of Kwinana, 31 March 2010, 9.30am, Apex Park, Cr Gilmore Ave & Summerton 
Rd, Kwinana. Community welcome. RSVP by 15 March 2010 to Julie Tanner, Community 
Safety Officer on 9439 4030.  

• Shire of Plantagenet - 31 March 2010, Shire offices, Lowood Road, Plantagenet, 11am. 
Community members welcome.  

• Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes - 31 March 2010, Memorial Park (or Lesser Hall if 
raining), 10.00am. Community members welcome. 

• City of Wanneroo - 1 April 2010, Entry Statement, Carramar Golf Course Estate, 
Tapping. Invitation only.  

Several other Local Governments have indicated that they are planning local events however 
details have not been confirmed. Contact Local Governments in your region to determine 
local participation in the Blessing of the Roads campaign. 
 
Driver Reviver locations over the Easter break: 
 

Esperance Driver Reviver, 90kms west of Esperance on South Coast Highway, 11.30am - 
4.30pm  1 April 2010  

Arrowsmith Driver Reviver, 50km south of Dongara, 9.00am - 5.00pm   1 April 2010  
Pemberton Crossroads, Cnr South West and Vasse Highways, 3.00pm - 12.00am  1 April 2010  
Southern Cross Driver Reviver, Great Eastern Highway, Southern Cross, 2.00pm - 
8.00pm  1 April 2010  

Williams Lions Park Driver Reviver, Albany Highway, Williams, 11.00am - 6.00pm  1 April 2010  
Northampton Driver Reviver, Two Mile Hill, Northampton, Time TBC 1 April 2010  
Pemberton Crossroads, Cnr South West and Vasse Highways, 6.00am - 12.00am   2 April 2010 
Williams Lions Park Driver Reviver, Albany Highway, Williams, 7.00am - 11.00am 2 April 2010  
Southern Cross Driver Reviver, Great Eastern Highway, Southern Cross,  8.00am - 
12.00pm  2 April 2010  

Little Panton River and Mary Pool Driver Reviver, Halls Creek - Time TBA 3 April 2010  
Pemberton Crossroads, Cnr South West and Vasse Highways, 6.00am - 12.00am   3 April 2010  

Little Panton River and Mary Pool Driver Reviver, Halls Creek - Time TBA  4 April 
2010   

Pemberton Crossroads, Cnr South West and Vasse Highways, 6.00am - 12.00am   4 April 2010  
Williams Lions Park Driver Reviver, Albany Highway, Williams, 11.00am - 6.00pm  5 April 2010  
Southern Cross Driver Reviver, Great Eastern Highway, Southern Cross, 8.00am - 5 April 2010  

mailto:Marissa.MacDonald@joondalup.wa.gov.au
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8.00pm  
Wanneroo Driver Reviver, Wanneroo Road, Two Rocks, 9.00am - 5.30pm  5 April 2010  
Pemberton Crossroads, Cnr South West and Vasse Highways, 6.00am - 6.00pm 5 April 2010  
Williams Lions Park Driver Reviver, Albany Highway, Williams, 7.00am - 9.00am  6 April 2010  

Northampton Driver Reviver, Standen Rest, Time TBC  10 April 
2010  

Arrowsmith Driver Reviver, 50km south of Dongara, 9.00am - 5.00pm   19 April 
2010  

Esperance Driver Reviver, 90kms west of Esperance on South Coast Highway, 11.30am - 
4.30pm 

23 April 
2010  

Kondinin Telecentre Driver Reviver, Gordon Street, Kondinin, 9.00am - 12.00pm  25 April 
2010  

Wanneroo Driver Reviver, Wanneroo Road, Two Rocks, 9.00am - 5.30pm   26 April 
2010  

Arrowsmith Driver Reviver, 50km south of Dongara, 9.00am - 5.00pm   30 April 2010 
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Media Release 
 
24 March 2010 
Government Cooperation Critical to Storm Recovery 
  
State Government financial support for Councils to repair infrastructure damaged in 
Monday’s freak storm is welcomed by the WA Local Government Association. 
  
WALGA President Cr Bill Mitchell said cooperation across the sectors of government was 
critical to ensuring that affected communities returned to normal as quickly as possible. 
  
“Local Governments are service and infrastructure providers and they require the financial 
support of State and Federal Governments - the spheres of governments with revenue raising 
ability - to re-establish damaged infrastructure,” Cr Mitchell said. 
  
“There has been a fantastic recovery effort going on at the community level, much of it 
voluntary, with local emergency services working around the clock for the last few days to 
secure property and return essential services to some degree of normality.  
  
“Once this is secured, the bigger question of repairing damaged infrastructure will need to 
be dealt with.”  
  
The cost of repairing storm damaged infrastructure is in addition to the massive 
infrastructure backlog which exists in WA – currently estimated in excess of $2 billion. 
  
Cr Mitchell said there remains uncertainty as to how long the general clean up effort will 
take as many Local Governments don’t have spare capacity within their service structures 
due to the lean nature of local services following the global financial crisis. 
  
“Many Local Governments will look to private contractors to cover the gaps in capacity, and 
that will obviously come at a cost. That makes the Minister’s offer of financial support very 
timely in terms of the clean up effort”, Cr Mitchell said. 
  
Public health and well being is of course another important aspect of the recovery phase, 
and residents are asked to have patience with the clean up effort and to contact their Local 
Government for specific advice about their local area. 
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Media Release 
 
24 March 2010 
An Honourable Mention for Local Government 
 
Commitment, determination, and long standing patience are just some of the proven qualities WA 
Local Government Elected Members and Officers will need to gain recognition at this year’s WA Local 
Government Association’s Honours Program. 
 
The Program, which was officially opened on Thursday March 4, provides an opportunity to formally 
recognise the lasting contribution of Local Government representatives, as well as their outstanding 
achievements to their respective Council, the sector, and the wider community.  
 
WALGA President, Cr Bill Mitchell said the Honours Program is a significant component of the annual 
Local Government Convention, as it is a time for the sector to come together to celebrate the 
milestones that have been achieved over the past 12 months. 
 
“The WALGA Honours Program provides the perfect opportunity for Local Government to show their 
appreciation to those who continually go above and beyond what is required of them on a daily 
basis,” Cr Mitchell said.  
 
There are five categories of awards within the 2010 Honours Program. These include: 

• Local Government Medal  

Available for nomination by State Councillors - recognises outstanding achievement and significant 
contribution by Elected Members and Officers to the Association and/or to Local Government.  

• Life Membership 

Available for nomination by State Councillors, Zones and Local Governments – recognises the long 
and outstanding service of Elected Members and Officers to the Association and/or to Local 
Government. 

• Certificate of Appreciation  

Available for nomination by State Councillors, Zones and Local Governments – recognises personal 
commitment, eminent service and contribution to the Association. 

• Long and Loyal Service Award  

Available for nomination by State Councillors, Zones and Local Governments – recognises Elected 
Members who have provided long service of a high degree as an executive member of WALGA for 
eight or more years, or as an Elected Member for 12 or more years. 

• Distinguished Service Award  

Available for nomination by State Councillors, Zones and Local Governments – recognises Elected 
Members who have provided distinguished service to the community through their Local 
Government. 
  
Nominations for the WALGA Honours Program close 5:00pm Wednesday, 19 May.  No late nominations 
will be accepted.  Nomination packs are available by visiting the WALGA website at 
http://www.councils.wa.gov.au/directory/walga/index.html/statecouncil/honours/ 

http://www.councils.wa.gov.au/directory/walga/index.html/statecouncil/honours/
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Media Release 
 
26 March 2010 
Working Together on Storm Recovery 
 
The State Government has committed to compensating the 33 Local Governments affected by 
Monday’s freak storm for the cost of providing waste management services to affected residents 
disposing of storm debris. 
  
The initiative is the first part of a range of measures instigated by the State’s Recovery Services Sub-
committee on which the WA Local Government Association represents the interests of Councils. 
  
WALGA President Cr Bill Mitchell said as well as compensating Councils for waste disposal, the State 
Government also offered to meet additional costs incurred by Councils in utilising private 
contractors, paying associated staff overtime and to compensate Councils that use spare capacity to 
assist neighbours. 
  
“It is critical that State Government, affected Councils and the community all work together to 
ensure that the aftermath of Monday’s storm is cleared away as quickly as possible,” Cr Mitchell 
said. 
  
“Local Governments are already hard at work and the State Government should be applauded for 
taking quick and decisive action in supporting these efforts.” 
  
Cr Mitchell said it was particularly important for Local Governments to ensure local roads and 
drainage systems were cleared of debris so as to be able to cope with any rainfall in the immediate 
future. 
  
“The short term forecast looks good but there is no way of knowing how long we will have this 
window in which to ensure infrastructure can cope with severe weather,” he said. 
  
“Another storm of even a fraction of Monday’s deluge could have disastrous consequences if drains 
and debris are not cleared.” 
  
Cr Mitchell said the management of issues like the waiving of tip fees would fall to each affected 
Council but that anyone attempting to dump waste that was not storm related should expect to still 
pay tip fees. 
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Media Release 
 
1 April 2010 
Local Government Powers Clarified 
 
Members of the community are confused over the validity of Local Government’s powers when 
focusing on its omission from the Federal Constitution. 
  
WA Local Government President, Cr Bill Mitchell said recent comments claiming Local Government 
lacked jurisdiction to raise rates or issue fines were mistaken as the sector was enabled to do so by 
the State Government through State legislation. 
  
“Every Local Government sector across the nation is enabled through individual State Government 
legislation – for us in WA that is the Local Government Act 1995 and its Regulations, as well as 
specific mention in the WA Constitution,” Cr Mitchell said. 
  
Cr Mitchell explained the State Government legislation provides Local Government with the ability to 
raise rates on land and to issue fees and charges, including fines and penalties. 
  
“Local Government provides the community with a range of services essential to local communities, 
maintaining standards through locally agreed local laws,” Cr Mitchell said. 
  
“The concept that Local Government doesn’t have the authority to raise rates to provide these 
services, or charge a penalty if local laws aren’t followed is nonsense. 
  
“Authority is clearly stated in the Local Government Act and is conferred upon the sector by the 
State Government.” 
  
Cr Mitchell noted non-payment of rates and defending litigation against complainants could have a 
significant impact upon individual Council budgets. 
  
“Councils have a limited scope to raise revenues, with 40% of their operating revenue coming from 
ratepayers’ rates,” Cr Mitchell said. 
  
“Considerable impacts upon Council budgets can then affect the local community, either through 
increased rates or diminished services. 
  
“It’s disappointing to think the actions of a few could have a marked impact on entire communities.”  
  
Cr Mitchell said WALGA was in discussion with the Australian Local Government Association and the 
Commonwealth Government to consider recognition of Local Government in the Federal 
Constitution, and provide greater opportunity for direct funding of Local Government from the 
Commonwealth. 
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1.1 EMPLOYEE MOVEMENTS 
 
New Staff: 

 

 Community Development Officer, Youth Engagement – commenced 29/3/2010. 

 Community Development Officer, Seniors, Access & Inclusion – commenced 
6/4/2010. 

 Parks Maintenance Operator – commences 12/4/2010. 

 
Staff Leaving: 

 

 IT Support Officer, effective 8/4/2010. 

 Drafting Officer, effective 24/4/2010. 

 
Other Staff Movements (Internal): 
 

 Nil 

 
Current Recruitment Activity: 

 
 Asset Management Coordinator – position on hold. 

 Engineering Surveyor – position on hold. 

 Waste Collection Vehicle Operator – re-advertised 23/3/2010, applications closed 
7/4/2010. 

 Community Development Officer (Youth Engagement) – recruitment complete 

 Community Development Officer (Seniors, Access & Inclusion) – recruitment 
complete. 

 Parks Maintenance Operator – recruitment complete. 

 Subdivision Engineer – applications closed 25/3/2010. 

 Senior Projects Engineer – applications closed 25/3/2010 – no applications received. 

 Administrative Assistant, Governance and Administration (P/T) – applications close 
15/4/2010. 
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CITY STRATEGY COMMITTEE 

REPORT ON OUTSTANDING MATTERS 

MARCH 2010 

ITEM Directorate ACTION / STATUS 

Recognition of exceptional service 
by Officers 
[Refer CS25/3/07 of 12 Mar 07]] 
City investigate suitable ways to 
recognise sustained, exceptional service 
by officers especially at the time of their 
retirement. (Cr Tizard) 
 

Corporate 
Services 

Matter considered by SOHAG on 26 
March 2009 and report to be submitted to 
City Strategy Committee. 

Review of Honours Policy 
[Refer CS103/11/07 of Nov 2007]] 
 

A report be prepared by July 2008 which 
reviews Council’s Honours Policy. (Cr 
Munn)    

Corporate 
Services/CEO 

 
Matter considered by SOHAG on 26 
March 2009 and report to be submitted to 
City Strategy Committee. 

Risk Management Forum 
[Refer CS34/3/09 of 17 Mar 2009] 
 
Requested that a report be prepared on 
current Risk Management Policies and 
regular reporting on the level of risk faced 
by the City, including the risk posed by 
climate change. (Cr Munn) 

 

CEO & Manex  
COMPLETED 
Risk Management Workshop scheduled 
for Saturday 6th February 2010. 
 

Telephone Call Tracking Systeme 
[Refer CS57/5/09 of 25 May 2009] 
 
Presentation to Councillors on how 
current telephone system works. (Cr 
Butterfield) 

 

CEO/Corporate 
Services 

 
Presentation to be arranged possibly prior 
to a Council meeting. 

Committee Room Table & IT 
Equipment 
[Refer CS77/7/09 of 21 July 2009] 
 
Consideration of a new table with built-in 
monitor screens requested. (Cr Tizard) 

 

Technical 
Services/Corpora
te Services/CEO 

 
A WA company has been commissioned 
to build a solid Jarrah table for the 
Committee Room.  The table was 
delivered and installed on 7 April 2010. 
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CITY STRATEGY COMMITTEE 

REPORT ON OUTSTANDING MATTERS 

MARCH 2010 

ITEM Directorate ACTION / STATUS 

Matters Referred to Standing 
Committees 
[Refer CS90/8/09 of 18 August 2009] 
 
Requested that the procedure be referred 
to SOHAG for consideration. (Cr Munn) 

Councillors’ Items 
[Refer Minutes of SOHAG of 15 
September 2009] 
 
That the procedure for Councillors’ items 
at Committee meetings be developed into 
a Council Policy with an associated 
Management Practice. (Cr Munn) 

 

CEO/Corporate 
Services 

 
SOHAG considered the matter at its 
meeting on 15 September 2009 where it 
was recommended that the procedure for 
Matters Referred and Councillor Items be 
developed into a Council Policy and 
Management Practice. 

Audio Equipment in Committee 
Room & Chambers 
[Refer CS90/8/09 of 18 August 2009] 
 
Indicated that the public and observers in 
the gallery of both the Committee Room 
and Chambers were not able to clearly 
hear the meeting proceedings and 
requested that an overhaul of the audio 
equipment be undertaken. (Cr Munn) 

 

CEO/Technical 
Services 

 
Two quotations have been received from 
Audio specialists. 
A demonstration of one of the systems 
offered was conducted and further options 
are being sought prior to selection of an 
appropriate system. 

Recognition of Service by 
Councillors 
[Refer Minutes of SOHAG of 15 
September 2009] 
 
That a policy and associated management 
practice be developed for the presentation 
of gifts to Councillors in recognition of 
their years of service at the end of their 
term as a Councillor. (Cr Zelones) 
 

 

Corporate 
Services 

 
Work on a draft Council Policy has been 
deferred pending proposed amendments 
to the Local Government Act 1995, ie. the 
Local Government Amendment Act 2009 
at section 34 states :- “a new section 
5.100A to provide that a local government 
cannot give a gift to a member unless the 
gift is given in prescribed circumstances 
and the value of the gift is less than a 
prescribed amount – Regulations will be 
prepared to clarify the circumstances in 
which a local government can make a gift 
to a member 

 
Issue 6 – April 2010
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RATES DEBTORS OUTSTANDING REPORT 
  

YEAR ENDING 31 March 2010 
     

2008/09 2009/10 VARIATION  
31.3.09 31.3.10  % 

  
Annual Rate Billing (including services charges)     34,307,565     38,342,308    4,034,743 11.76%

  
No of rateable properties 24,947 25,685             738 2.96%

  
No of properties fully paid           13,525           13,953             428 3.16%
No of properties on 2 instalments             1,521             1,633             112 7.36%
No of properties on 4 instalments             6,514             6,681             167 2.56%
No of properties on special arrangements             3,090             3,631             541 17.51%
No of properties Summons Issued                   -                   -  
No of properties Pensioners, Informal Recovery 
Action, etc.. 

               297 -               213 -           510 -171.72%

  
$ $ $ $ 

  
Deferred Rates outstanding          532,864          555,141        22,277 4.18%
Emergency Services Levy           65,851           91,550        25,699 39.03%
Statutory Instalments outstanding          697,578           896,109 -     311,606 -44.67%
Credit Balances -         434,344 -         413,179        21,165 -4.87%
Special arrangements and others          360,287          385,972        25,685 7.13%
Recovery Action          644,788          737,582        92,794 14.39%
Total Rates to be collected       1,867,024       2,253,175       386,151 20.68%

 (2.9%)   (5.8%)  -              0 100.00%
 of Total Billed)   of Total Billed)  

               - 
Rates                                                    Current       2,034,244       2,212,115       177,871 8.74%

Arrears           84,463          142,285        57,822 68.46%
Services                                                Current           61,722          116,847        55,125 89.31%

Arrears             9,352           27,257        17,905 191.45%
Pool                                                      Current                 510             1,158             648 127.06%

Arrears                195                253               58 29.74%
Area Rates (ESL)           65,851           91,550        25,699 39.03%
Specified Area Rates - Townscape Amenity                891           23,427        22,536 2529.39%
Legal Fees            24,837           24,834 -              3 -0.01%
Other Charges           16,101           25,219          9,118 56.63%
Instalment Admininstation Fees             1,813                818 -           995 -54.88%
Penalty/Instalment Interest             1,388                591 -           797 -57.40%
Excess Payments -         434,344 -         413,179        21,165 -4.87%
Total Rates to be collected 1,867,024       2,253,175       386,151 20.68%

  

N.B. 1st Payment Due Date 26.9.2008 25.9.2009  
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MONTHLY REPORT - USE OF THE CITY’S COMMON SEAL 

 
For the Period 25/2/10 to 26/3/10 

 
 

Presented hereunder is a listing of documents to which the City’s Common Seal has been affixed 
by general authority of Council. 
 
This Report is presented for information purposes in accordance with the requirements of Council 
Policy and Management Practice ADM 18. 
 

Date Seal 
affixed 

Document 
Type 

Parties to the 
Agreement 

Brief Details 

5/3/10 Licence 
Agreement 

Minister for 
Education 

Licence Agreement for Kelmscott 
Primary School’s use of Rushton 
Park ovals during school hours 

23/3/10 Notification 
under Section 
70A 

Kingsoak Pty Ltd Notification to be placed on titles 
for the location of refuse pickup 
from bin Lots 88/89 Turner Place, 
Kelmscott 

23/3/10 Transfer of 
Land 

JM Wood Purchase of Strata Unit 2 (Lot 
163) Abbey Road, Armadale 
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R E P O R T  O N  O U T S T A N D I N G  M A T T E R S  
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES COMMITTEE 

ITEM DEPT. ACTION / STATUS 

1. D10/1/08 & D28/3/09 
 Naming of Parks within new 

development areas – the matter be 
included in the development of a 
policy relating to the naming of places 
and buildings within the City of 
Armadale. 

Planning 

Policy and Management Practice have been 
drafted by Senior Strategic Planning 
Officer. Draft documents reviewed by 
Technical Services Officers and MANEX 
February 2010. Draft Policy was referred to 
March 2010 Development Services 
Committee and Council meetings for 
adoption for the purpose of community 
consultation. Community consultation 
underway and comments accepted until 7 
May 2010. 

2. D58/4/08 
 Damage to footpaths and/or kerbs 

during building construction in new 
subdivisions. 

Planning & 
Technical 
Services 

Executive Director Development Services 
liaising with Executive Director Technical 
Services re appropriate action re damage to 
footpaths and/or kerbs during building 
construction in new subdivisions. 
New IPWEA Guidelines being considered 
to address need for thicker pavement width. 

5. D20/2/09 
 Commuter Car Park west of the 

Armadale Railway Station  
Planning 

Some of the necessary finance for the 
provision of the car park has not been made 
available due to the postponement of the 
development of the multiple unit site 
adjacent to the station. The ARA has 
advised that it is liaising with the Public 
Transport Authority to facilitate the early 
provision of commuter car parking west of 
the Armadale station.  

6. D21/2/09 
 Incomplete building at 16 Wandoo 

Street, Mt Nasura 
Building Notice to demolish building served on 

owners March 2010. 
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R E P O R T  O N  O U T S T A N D I N G  M A T T E R S  
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES COMMITTEE 

ITEM DEPT. ACTION / STATUS 

7. Settlers Common – Trails Planning 

Referred to Administrator Planning to 
research potential names.  Name issue 
revised at CHAC and further enquiries into 
birds within Armadale Settlers Common 
(East) being carried out. Report prepared on 
submissions from advertisement period of 
Draft Armadale Settlers Common (East 
Track Upgrading, Rationalisation and 
Revegetation Plan. After consideration of 
submissions Council at its meeting on 22 
March 2010 resolved to adopt the Armadale 
Settlers Common (East) Track Upgrading, 
Rationalisation and Revegetation Plan with 
minor modifications. Letter of request to 
utilise Public Open Space cash in lieu funds 
for the implementation of the adopted 
Armadale Settlers Common (East) Track 
Upgrading, Rationalisation and 
Revegetation Plan sent to Minister of 
Planning for approval. Application 
submitted to Lotterywest Trails grant 
Programme for implementation of Wheel 
Chair Accessible Trail – adopted as part of 
Armadale Settlers Common (East) Track 
Upgrading, Rationalisation and 
Revegetation Plan. 

8. D74/6/09                                              
Review of Home Occupations Policy Planning Completed. Recommendations to be 

reported to Council. 
9. D98/8/09                                  

Condition of the site previously known 
as the Australian Technical College, 
Commerce Ave, Armadale 

Planning Currently being investigated. 

10. D109/9/09                                          
Fremantle / Armadale Railway – 
officers investigate and identify any 
remnants of the former railway line for 
possible heritage identification and 
recognition. 

Planning Considered by CHAC meeting 2/12/09. 
Field trips to be undertaken in early 2010. 

12. D29/3/10                                              
Outcomes of the Cat Regulation Study Environment Forwarded to Environmental Coordinator 

for action and/or report back to Committee. 
13. D30/3/10                                              

The use and impact of “Exotic Plants” 
vs “Native Plants” 

Technical 
Services 

Forwarded to Technical Services 
Department for action and/or report back to 
Committee. 

 
*  Items progressed and to be deleted from schedule. 
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REVIEWS BEFORE THE STATE ADMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNAL (SAT) 
 
 

Date 
lodged Case Issue Status 

9/12/09 

Savage & Huckins 
 

V 
 

Western Australian Planning 
Commission 

WAPC Refusal of 
Subdivision 139901 & 
140375 relating to, 
respectively, Lots 51 & 
52 Eugene Pl, 
Karragullen. Both 
subdivisions propose 
creation of two lots under 
the minimum 2ha 
requirement provided for 
under TPS No.4.   

Council considered report 
at its March 2010 meeting. 
 
SAT adjourned until 30 
June 2010. 

11/03/10 

 
Dollery 

 
V 
 

City of Armadale 
 

The City refused 
Development Application 
10.2008.65.1 (3 Grouped 
Dwellings) as it did not 
comply with Clause 5.25 
and PLN 3.1 and 4.4. 

SAT issued a Section 31 
with options on 31/3/10. 

 
 
 
*  Items progressed and to be deleted from schedule. 



  
 
TOWN PLANNING SCHEME NO.4 - SCHEME AMENDMENT ACTION TABLE 
TPS No.4 
(Formerly) Street & Proposal Reg. 

No. Officer Assessmnt 
No. Applicant Initiation Documntation 

& Costs 

Env Review 
Required       
28 days 

Submissions 
Open 

Submissions 
Closed 

Env Conds 
set  by 

Minister 
Adoption 

Referred to 
DPI for 
action 

Minister's 
Final 

Approval 

Execution 
of 

Amendmnt 
Documents 

Govt. 
Gazette 

19 

Rezoning of Lot 16 Mountain 
View, Lots 17-21 Albany 
Hwy and Lot 22 Turner Plc, 
Kelmscott from “District 
Centre - Restricted Use No.2” 
to “District Centre - Restricted 
Use No.4” and Lot 15 
Mountain View from 
“Residential R15/40” to 
“District Centre – Restricted 
Use No.4”. 

34
.2

00
6.

6.
1 

SN P1081 Dykstra 
Planning 

29/5/06 
Requested 

further 
information 

from 
applicant 

Fees 
requested 
20/7/06 

Appln has 
been 

cancelled. 
        

22 

Rezone 21 Lots along 
Buckingham Road , Kelmscott 
from “Rural Living 2” to 
“Rural Living 1” 34

.2
00

6.
9.

1 

JR P7120 Hames 
Sharley 17/12/07 11/2007 Not 

Assessed 29/10/08 12/12/08 N/A 

Applicant 
requested 
deferral 
to allow 
further 
infor-

mation. 

    

32 

Concurrent Amendment 
Canning River Precinct to 
conform with MRS zoning 
(Urban Development) – 
various Lots Brookside Ave, 
Kelmscott. Concurrent with 
MRS. 

34
.2

00
7.

1.
1 

JR P804 City of 
Armadale 19/2/07 N/A  

Pending 
WAPC 
decision 

       

40 

Rezone Lots 80 & 82 & 106 
Ranford Rd from “Other 
Regional Road” to “Urban 
Development Zone, Mixed 
Business & Local Centre” 34

.2
00

7.
8.

1 

JR 
P18470; 
P23108; 
P23148 

City of 
Armadale 

Pending 
MRS 

Omnibus 

No Fees 
required          

45 
Rezone Lot 201 Coventry 
Road, Roleystone from “Rural 
Living 2” to “Rural Living 1” 

34
.2

00
8.

2.
1 

IMG P13439 Dykstra 
Planning 

DCU 
31/7/08  Referred 

to EPA 15/4/09 27/5/09  

Received 
amended 

FMP 
18/6/09 

3/2010    

Inform
ation B

ulletin 
Inform

ation Item
s from

 the D
evelopm

ent Services D
irectorate 

 
 

 
 

        Page D
-31 



  
 
TOWN PLANNING SCHEME NO.4 - SCHEME AMENDMENT ACTION TABLE 
TPS No.4 
(Formerly) Street & Proposal Reg. 

No. Officer Assessmnt 
No. Applicant Initiation Documntation 

& Costs 

Env Review 
Required       
28 days 

Submissions 
Open 

Submissions 
Closed 

Env Conds 
set  by 

Minister 
Adoption 

Referred to 
DPI for 
action 

Minister's 
Final 

Approval 

Execution 
of 

Amendmnt 
Documents 

Govt. 
Gazette 

46 
Rezone Lot 6 (288) Carradine 
Road, Bedfordale – Rezone 
from “RL10” to “RL2” 

34
.2

00
8.

3.
1 

CM P6514 Dykstra 
Planning 

27/7/09 
Further info 

required 
          

48 

Lot 810 South Western 
Highway, Wungong –  
Rezone from “RL4” to 
“Special Residential” 

34
.2

00
8.

4.
1 

MK P24908 Landvision 
Further info 
requested 
7/11/08 

Initiated 
subject to 
changes 
22/2/10 

         

49 
Text Amendment to 
Commercial Vehicle Parking 
& Signage Requirements 

34
.2

00
9.

1.
1 

MK  City of 
Armadale 25/5/09 Completed 8/7/09 1/2/10 15/3/10       

50 
Proposed Amendment to 
Rezone Lot 12 Canns Road, 
Bedfordale 

34
.2

00
9.

2.
1 

PRR P21664 
Taylor, 
Burrell, 
Barnett 

29/9/09 - Not 
assessed 10/2/10 26/3/10       

51 Part Reserve 28211, Pine Tree 
Close / Sexty Street, Armadale 

34
.2

00
9.

3.
1 

MAK P28383; 
P13419 

Dykstra 
Planning 

Determination 
of request to 

initiate 
rezoning 

deferred by 
Council 2/2/10, 
pending further 

information 
from applicant 

Paid          

52 

Create Additional Use for R60 
development over Lots 1967, 
11, 45 & 46 Albany Highway, 
Armadale 

34
.2

00
9.

4.
1 

PRR P18703 & 
Others 

Burgess 
Design 
Group 

22/6/09 __ Not 
Assessed 1/9/09 14/10/09 __ 23/11/09 11/12/09 11/2/10  16/3/10 

Inform
ation B

ulletin 
Inform

ation Item
s from

 the D
evelopm

ent Services D
irectorate 
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*  Amendments Govt Gazetted or Cancelled to be deleted from schedule. 
 

TOWN PLANNING SCHEME NO.4 - SCHEME AMENDMENT ACTION TABLE 
TPS No.4 
(Formerly) Street & Proposal Reg. 

No. Officer Parcel No. Applicant Initiation Documntation 
& Costs 

Env Review 
Required       
28 days 

Submissions 
Open 

Submissions 
Closed 

Env Conds 
set  by 

Minister 
Adoption 

Referred to 
DPI for 
action 

Minister's 
Final 

Approval 

Execution 
of 

Amendmnt 
Documents 

Govt. 
Gazette 

53 

Include the Use of “Shop” 
within additional Use No.24 at 
Lot 501 (273) Railway Ave, 
Armadale 

34
.2

00
9.

5.
1 

IMG P15479 Dykstra 
Planning 14/12/09 Paid 13/10/2010 9/2/10 31/3/10       

54 Omnibus No.3 – Various Lots 
and Scheme Amendments 

34
.2

00
9.

6.
1 

PRR P19707 City of 
Armadale            

55 

Rezone Lot 41 Lefroy Road, 
Mt Nasura from “R10/25” to 
“Additional Use – Medical 
Centre” 

34
.2

00
9.

7.
1 

CM P8084 
Whelans 
Survey & 
Mapping 

Fees 
requested 
19/10/09 

Report 
being 

prepared 
for DSC 

Committee 
in March 

2010 

         

56 
Rezone Lots 53 & 54 Skeet 
Road, Harrisdale from “Rural” 
to “Urban Development” 

34
.2

00
9.

8.
1 

MAK P13759 
Development 

Planning 
Strategies 

 

Awaiting 
further 

documents 
and fees 

Application withdrawn by landowner 19 January 2010. Property to be sold  

Process may be recommenced in a few months by the future purchaser. 

Inform
ation B

ulletin 
Inform

ation Item
s from

 the D
evelopm

ent Services D
irectorate 
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SUBDIVISION APPLICATIONS – FEBRUARY 2010 
REPORT ON CONSEQUENTIAL ACTION OF COUNCIL RECOMMENDATION 
 

SUB NO. LOCATION PROPOSAL COA REC COMMENTS 

1196-09 Lot 2 Serls Street, Armadale Create 2 Lots from 1 Lot Approval WAPC Approval 
1/2/10 

140934 Lot 9500 Taylor Rd, Forrestdale Create 2 Lots from 1 Lot Approval WAPC Approval 
2/2/10 

141065 Lot 58 Armadale Rd, Piara Waters Create 385 Lots from 1 Lot Approval WAPC Approval 
4/2/10 

1191-09 Lot 76 Valentine Rd, Kelmscott Create 2 Lots from 1 Lot Approval WAPC Approval 
5/2/10 

140778 Lot 102 Waterwheel Rd, Bedfordale Create 22 Lots from 1 Lot Approval WAPC Approval 
5/2/10 

140892 Lots 5 & 218 Ranford Rd, Forrestdale Realign Boundaries Approval WAPC Approval 
5/2/10 

141063 Lot 749 Magdalen Lp, Piara Waters Create 10 Lots from 1 Lot Approval WAPC Approval 
5/2/10 

141276 Lot 113 Warton Rd, Piara Waters Road Widening Approval WAPC Approval 
9/2/10 

140156 Lots 1 & 51 Hilbert Rd, Hilbert Create 271 Lots from 2 Lots Approval WAPC Approval 
5/2/10 

225-09 Lot 109 Trangie Way, Kelmscott Create 2 Lots from 1 Lot Approval WAPC Approval 
12/2/10 

141238 Lot 555 Warton Rd, Piara Waters Create 2 Lots from 1 Lot Approval WAPC Approval 
20/2/10 

141187 Lot 100 Sixth Road, Armadale Land Amalgamation Approval WAPC Approval 
12/2/10 

141029 Lots 555, 9001 & 9000 Warton Rd, 
Mason Rd, Piara Waters Create 84 Lots from 3 Lots Approval WAPC Approval 

12/2/10 

141238 Lot 555 Warton Rd, Piara Waters Create 2 Lots from 1 Lot Approval WAPC Approval 
12/2/10 

140812 Lot 9008 Nicholson Rd, Harrisdale Create 29 Lots from 1 Lot Approval WAPC Approval 
22/2/10 

1227-09 Lot 242 Schwartz Ave, Harrisdale Create 9 Lots from 1 Lot Approval WAPC Approval 
25/2/10 

139940 Lots 25, 26, 27, 28 & ROW Whitely 
Road, Armadale Create 148 Lots from 5 Lot Approval WAPC Approval 

25/2/10 
 

2009 / 2010 No. of Lots 
July 2009 499 
August 2009 84 
September 2009 6 
October 2009 14 
November 2009 191 
December 2009 37 
January 2010 6 
February 2010 970 
March 2010  
April 2010  
May 2010  
June 2010  

TOTAL LOTS 1807 
 

FINANCIAL YEAR No. of LOTS FINANCIAL YEAR No. of LOTS 
2000 / 2001 323 Lots 2005 / 2006 2675 Lots 
2001 / 2002 579 Lots 2006 / 2007 1610 Lots 
2002 / 2003 212 Lots 2007 / 2008 2415 Lots 
2003 / 2004 471 Lots 2008 / 2009 2394 Lots 
2004 / 2005 1024 Lots 2009 / 2010  

 

* Data refers to lots granted preliminary approval by WAPC only. 
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SUBDIVISION APPLICATIONS WITH FINAL APPROVAL – REPORT ON LOTS REGISTERED 
FOR FINANCIAL YEARS 2005/2006, 2006/2007, 2007/2008, 2008/2009 & 2009/2010 
 

REPORT ON LOTS REGISTERED FOR 2009 / 2010 

2009/10 

A
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B
ed
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e 

B
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C
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C
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H
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K
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K
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M
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M
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W
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s 

R
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e 
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W
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T
O

T
A
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July 30         2 22   11         2   67 
August 5         105 17           6     133 

September 28 52   2   35 54   6     32   14   223 
October 8     2 2 42 35   23     93 5     210 

November 12   81 1     44   6 8 2 9 4 18   185 
December 7               3     50   50   110 
January 3 12   2 66   7   15     1 14 6   126 
February 4 11                 1 6 3     25 

March                               0 
April                               0 
May                               0 
June                               0 

TOTAL 97 75 81 7 68 184 179 0 64 8 3 191 32 90 0 1079 
 

REPORT ON LOTS REGISTERED FOR 2008 / 2009 

2008/09 

A
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B
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W
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TOTAL 290 64 70 21 7 0 209 0 161 6 0 264 27 161 0 1280 
 

REPORT ON LOTS REGISTERED FOR 2007 / 2008 

2007/08 

A
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TOTAL 199 86 80 87 31 427 2 110 13 0 219 27 220 3 2 1506 
 

REPORT ON LOTS REGISTERED FOR 2006 / 2007 

2006/07 

A
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TOTAL 48 90 50 0 687 2 49 2 0 37 34 4 0 1003 
 
 

REPORT ON LOTS REGISTERED FOR 2005 / 2006 

2005/06 
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TOTAL 25 28 2 1 183 30 11 2 12 65 313 2 2 676 
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PEDESTRIAN ACCESS WAY CLOSURES – SIGNIFICANT ACTION DURING FEBRUARY 2010  
 

P E D E S T R I A N  A C C E S S  W AY  (PA W)  C LO SU R E S  

C
L

O
SU

R
E

 N
U

M
B

E
R

 

LOCATION 

R
E

Q
U

E
ST

 R
E

C
E
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E

D
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R
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E
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T
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N
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R
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R
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C
L
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 D
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M
E

N
T

S 

COMMENTS 

W
A

Y
/4

/9
0 

PAW between Lots 
216 & 217 Megan 
Way and between 
Lots 259 & 260 Kari 
Crt, Westfield 

24/2/05 Yes Yes 17/11/06 

Council resolved to close the 
PAW 27/1/09. Applicants, 
DPI and SLS being advised 
of Council’s decision. SLS 
arranging sale of PAW. 

W
A

Y
/8

/9
6 

PAW between Lots 
101 & 102 
O’Sullivan Dr and 
between Lots 120 & 
121 Redtingle Rd, 
Westfield 

21/12/05 Yes Yes 7/4/06 

“Service Corridor” in the 
process of being offered to 
abutting landowners for 
purchase. 

W
A

Y
/1

/0
6 PAW between Lots 

104 & 105 Lilika St 
& Lots 440 & 441 
Dryandra Way, 
Armadale 

02/06 Yes Yes 19/10/06 

Council resolved to close the 
PAW on 20/8/07. State Lands 
Services advised of Council’s 
decision. DPI comments 
received and sent to State 
Land Services, Awaiting 
comment. 

W
A

Y
/2

3/
90

 PAW between Lots 
141 & 142 May 
Close & Lots 149 & 
150 McKeown Crt, 
Armadale 

08/06 Yes Yes 19/10/06 

Council resolved to close 
PAW on 20/8/07. State Land 
Services advised of Council’s 
decision. SLS arranging sale 
of PAW. 

W
A

Y
/1

/0
7 

PAW between Lots 
119 & 118 Redtingle 
Rd & Lots 106 & 107 
Cammillo Rd, 
Westfield 

12/9/06 Yes Yes 17/10/06 “Pending Westfield PAW 
Study” 

W
A

Y
/2

/0
7 

PAW between Lots 
282 & 283 Cullen Crt 
and Lots 336 & 337 
Cammillo Road, 
Westfield 

31/10/06 Yes Yes 19/3/06 

Council resolved to close the 
PAW 29/1/09. WAPC 
provided support 24/11/08. 
SLS arranging sale of PAW. 

W
A

Y
/5

3/
07

 

PAW between Lots 
28 & 29 McGrath 
Place & between Lots 
4 & 3 Henderson 
Drive, Seville Grove 

2/4/07 Yes Yes 22/3/08 

Report submitted to Council 
in February 2009. Council 
resolved to close the PAW. 
State Land Services advice 
received that landowners 
interested in purchase but 
cannot afford to purchase at 
the present time. 
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P E D E S T R I A N  A C C E S S  W AY  (PA W)  C LO SU R E S  
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COMMENTS 

W
A

Y
/4

9/
07

  
PAW between Lots 
372 & 373 Merlin 
Close, Westfield 
 

19/2/07 Yes Yes 11/6/07 

Council resolved on 24/11/08 
not to close PAW. Matter 
referred to Technical Services 
to consider carrying out 
remedial works as necessary. 

W
A

Y
/3

/0
7 PAW between Lots 

157, 158 & 159 
McKeown Court, 
Armadale 

11/10/06 Yes Yes 18/5/07 

Council resolved to close the 
PAW. WAPC provided 
support December 2008. SLS 
arranging sale of PAW. 

W
A

Y
/8

/0
2 PAW between Lot 57 

and former Reserve 
33151 Bundalla 
Court, Kelmscott 

___ No No ___ 

Council resolved to close the 
PAW. WAPC provided 
support December 2008. SLS 
arranging sale of PAW. 

W
A

Y
/3

1/
07

 PAW between Lot 
783 Snook Place, Lot 
856 Bonn Court & 
Lot 855 Seville 
Drive, Seville Grove 

12/5/08 No No 20/11/09 
Closure Assessment Report 
sent to DPI for support / 
approval February 2010. 

W
A

Y
/5

/0
9 

PAW between Lots 
239 & 240 Drayton 
Court, Kelmscott 
leading to Reserve 
33208 

26/3/09 5/5/09 Yes 8/10/09 
Closure Assessment Report 
sent to WAPC, October 2009. 
Awaiting response. 

W
A

Y
/3

/0
9 

PAW between Lots 
906 & 907 Beckett 
Court & Lots 201 & 
202 Felgate Court, 
Camillo 

31/3/09 15/9/09 Yes 22/12/09 
Closure Assessment Report 
sent to WAPC for support / 
approval. 

W
A

Y
/8

/9
3 

 
PAW between Lots 
888 & 879 
Wakehurst Place, 
Kelmscott 
 

19/3/09 7/5/09 Yes 29/7/09 

Awaiting Govt Service 
Authorities comments prior to 
advertising. Closure report 
being considered by WAPC. 
Awaiting response. 

W
A

Y
/2

/0
9 

 
PAW between Lots 
66 & 136 Malu 
Court, Camillo 
 

9/3/09    
Awaiting abutting landowners 
response to agree to purchase 
land. 
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P E D E S T R I A N  A C C E S S  W AY  (PA W)  C LO SU R E S  
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COMMENTS 

W
A

Y
/4

/0
9 

 
PAW between Lot 
909 & 910 Beckett 
Court, Camillo 
 

31/3/09 4/5/09 Yes 22/12/09 Report submitted to WAPC 
9/3/10. 

W
A

Y
/3

/0
9 

PAW between Lots 
906 & 907 Becket 
Court and Lots 201 & 
202 Felgate Court, 
Camillo 

31/3/09 4/5/09 Yes 22/12/09 Report submitted to WAPC 
9/3/10. 

W
A

Y
/2

/1
0 

PAW between Lots 
257 & 258 
Greengage Court and 
between Lots 225 & 
226 Lowanna Way, 
Armadale 

23/12/09 No No N/A 

Awaiting response from 
abutting landowners as to 
whether or not they wish to 
purchase PAW land. 

W
A

Y
/1

6/
94

 

PAW Between Lots 1 
& 289 Ypres Road, 
Camillo. 

13/7/09 No No  N/A 

Council resolved 22/2/10 to 
request officers to consult 
with relevant service 
authorities and the 
Department of Planning. 
Consultation in progress. 
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REPORT ON ROAD NAMING REQUESTS RECEIVED & CONSEQUENTIAL ACTION OF 
COUNCIL RECOMMENDATION –  
 

NEW ROAD NAMES 2009 / 2010 

PROPOSAL COA REC NEW ROAD NAME 
DETERMINATION 
Geographic Names 

Committee 

Naming of new road reserve on lot 102 
Waterwheel Road, Bedfordale 

Approved 
24/8/09 

Frogmore Close, 
Bedfordale 

GNC Approval 
3/9/09 

Naming of new roads to be created by a 
subdivision proposed for Lot 22 Nicholson 
Road, Piara Waters 

Approved 
12/10/09 Various GNC Approval 

3/12/09 

Naming of new road for a portion of 
laneway off Kodos Circuit on Lot 9009 
Reilly Road, Harrisdale 

Approved 
12/10/09 Bett Court 

Not approved by 
GNC (different 

name approved -
see next item) 

Rename laneway running off Kudos Circuit 
within the Vertu Estate on Lot 9009 Reilly 
Road, Harrisdale 

Approved 
23/11/09 Ferry Court GNC Approval 

14/12/09 

Naming of new road reserves with a 
subdivision on Lots 34, 35, 800 and 859 
Westfield Road, Seville Grove 

Approved 
23/11/09 Various GNC Approval 

14/12/09 

Renaming of Centre Road, Kelmscott east of 
Albany Highway 

Approved 
14/12/09 

Nugent Close & 
Carmichael Place 

GNC Approval 
12/01/10 

Naming of new Road Reserves within the 
Newhaven Estate Stage 7 on Lots 46 Wright 
Road and 9038 Jolley Avenue, Piara Waters 

Approved 
22/2/10 Various  

Naming of new road reserves within the CY 
O’Connor Village development on Lot 4 
Warton Road, Piara Waters 

Approved 
22/3/10 Various  
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COMPLIANCE OFFICER’S REPORT FOR THE MONTH FEBRUARY 2010 
 
   REF : SA/PC 
 
 
1 SCHEDULE 6  CONDITIONS  

OF APPROVAL No. of 
inspections 

No. not 
complying 

No.       
rectified 

No. 
prosecutions 

instituted 

No. 
prosecutions 

successful 
 1.1 INDUSTRIAL      
  Current Year - Month to Date 3 1    
  Current Year - Year to Date 16 10 1 0 0 
        
 1.2 COMMERCIAL      
  Current Year - Month to Date 4 2    
  Current Year - Year to Date 6 2 0 0 0 
        
 1.3 RESIDENTIAL      
  Current Year - Month to Date 39 4    
  Current Year - Year to Date 154 32 2 0 0 
        
 1.4 RURAL      
  Current Year - Month to Date 2     
  Current Year - Year to Date 7 1 0 0 0 
        
  SUB TOTAL YEAR TO DATE 183 45 3 0 0 

       
2 CAR WRECKS AND 

RELATED ISSUES No. of 
inspections 

No. not 
complying 

No.     
rectified 

No. 
prosecutions 

instituted 

No. 
prosecutions 

successful 
 2.1 INDUSTRIAL      
  Current Year - Month to Date      
  Current Year - Year to Date 0 0 0 0 0 
        

 2.2 COMMERCIAL      
  Current Year - Month to Date      
  Current Year - Year to Date 0 0 0 0 0 
        

 2.3 RESIDENTIAL      
  Current Year - Month to Date 13 13    
  Current Year - Year to Date 56 51 4 3 2 
        

 2.4 RURAL      
  Current Year - Month to Date 1  1   
  Current Year - Year to Date 7 5 2 0 0 
        

  SUB TOTAL YEAR TO DATE 63 56 6 3 2 
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COMPLIANCE OFFICER’S REPORT FOR THE MONTH FEBRUARY 2010 
 
 
3 TRUCK PARKING 

No. of 
inspections 

No. not 
comply

ing 

No.      
rectified 

No. 
prosecutions 

instituted 

No. 
prosecutions 

successful 
 3.1 COMMERCIAL      
  Current Year - Month to Date      
  Current Year - Year to Date 0 0 0 0 0
        
 3.2 RESIDENTIAL      
  Current Year - Month to Date 1  1   
  Current Year - Year to Date 19 13 6 2 1
        
 3.3 RURAL      
  Current Year - Month to Date 7 6 1   
  Current Year - Year to Date 31 24 5 0 0
        
  SUB TOTAL YEAR TO DATE 50 37 11 2 1 

     
4  OTHER TPS BREACHES 

No. of 
inspections 

No. not 
comply

ing 

No.     
rectified 

No. 
prosecutions 

instituted 

No. 
prosecutions 

successful 
 4.1 INDUSTRIAL      
  Current Year - Month to Date 1  1   
  Current Year - Year to Date 13 10 3 1 0
        
 4.2 COMMERCIAL      
  Current Year - Month to Date 1 1    
  Current Year - Year to Date 3 3 0 0 0
        

 4.3 RESIDENTIAL      
  Current Year - Month to Date 15 8 3  2 
  Current Year - Year to Date 102 70 19 2 3
        

 4.4 RURAL      
  Current Year - Month to Date 10 8 2   
  Current Year - Year to Date 39 31 7 3 1
        
  SUB TOTAL YEAR TO DATE 157 114 29 6 4 
        
        
5  TOTALS - YEAR TO DATE 453 252 49 11 7 
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COMPLIANCE OFFICER’S REPORT FOR THE MONTH FEBRUARY 2010 
 
6 PROSECUTION 

DETAILS PROPERTY OFFENCE OUTCOME 

W Bull Lot 47 (31) Cohuna 
Dr, Armadale 

Unauthorised 
Use 

Property has been voluntarily cleaned. 
NFA 

D P Craine-White &  
D L Kotz 

Lot 102 (7) Bunney 
Road, Kelmscott 

Unauthorised 
Use 

Property cleaned under Direction on 
21.01.10. 
Prosecution to commence to recover 
clean up costs 
 

R I & A P Broere 
Lot 751 (39) 
Tarrawan Road, 
Armadale 

Unauthorised 
Use 

Council resolved to prosecute and issue 
Direction Notice. In hands of Solicitors 

E S Holland &  
F M McMahon 

Lot 787 (229) 
Seventh Road, 
Armadale 

Unauthorised 
Use 

Council resolved to prosecute and issue 
Direction Notice. In hands of Solicitors 

J T & I M Bond Lot 37 (7) Dawson 
Street, Armadale 

Unauthorised 
Use 

Council resolved to prosecute and issue 
Direction Notice. In hands of Solicitors 

A J Caterer &  
J N Paterson 

Lot 156 (29) John St 
Armadale 

Unauthorised 
Use 

Council resolved to prosecute. In hands 
of Solicitors. Trial hearing 17.03.10. 

Gucce Ranford  
Pty Ltd 

Lot 100 (5) Wright St 
Harrisdale 

Unauthorised 
signs 

Council resolved to prosecute and issue 
Direction Notice. Sign removed under 
Notice and in hands of Solicitors for 
prosecution. Magistrate fined them 
$15,000 plus $521 costs on 23.02.10 

Paramount View  
Pty Ltd 

Lot 1006 Nicholson 
Rd Piarra Waters 

Unauthorised 
signs 

Council resolved to prosecute and issue 
Direction Notice. Sign removed under 
Notice and in hands of Solicitors for 
prosecution. Magistrate fined them 
$15,000 plus $521 costs on 23.02.10. 

D J Fullgrabe &  
S B Neumann 

Lot 87 (50) Owen Rd 
Kelmscott 

Unauthorised 
use 

Council resolved to prosecute for 
failing to comply with planning 
conditions and issue Direction Notice. 
Second mention 23.03.10. 

MA & S B Ellis 
Lot 817 (150) 
Leworthy Loop 
Karragullen 

Unauthorised 
use 

Council resolved to prosecute for 
failing to comply with planning 
conditions and issue Direction Notice. 
Currently dealing with owners prior to 
prosecution. Owners very co-operative 
now and have agreed to remedy 
unauthorised works. 

D N Khaze &  
F Eshan 
 

Lot 103 (278) 
Croyden Road, 
Roleystone 

Unauthorised 
Development 

Approved under delegation to 
prosecute for breach of the Scheme. 
Trial hearing 16.03.10 

S M Piercey Lot 3 (20) Merifield 
Avenue, Kelmscott 

Unauthorised 
use 

Approved under delegation to 
prosecute for breach of the Scheme. 
First mention 10.03.10. 
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BUILDING SERVICES MANAGER’S REPORT – APPROVALS FOR FEBRUARY 2010 
 
1. BUILDING LICENCES ISSUED 
 

Building 
Licences 
Issued 
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Approximate 
Value of 
Building 
Works 

approved 
during the 

month 
08 49 25 2 2 6 16 58 8 4 163 $18,929,209July 
09 91 5 2 3 4 7 51 14 11 180 $21,860,797
08 85 54 1 3 7 14 54 11 5 200 $34,766,276Aug 
09 166 25 0 0 6 8 68 12 9 293 $41,843,526
08 80 13 0 0 5 27 89 16 5 220 $20,598,590Sept 
09 95 14 0 1 0 18 80 15 4 221 $25,995,627
08 54 60 0 2 3 18 45 6 8 145 $24,048,487Oct 
09 133 34 0 3 3 9 62 33 6 268 $40,023,369
08 51 35 0 2 0 9 58 19 3 177 $19,473,230Nov 
09 72 19 1 1 1 5 66 30 12 201 $23,061,583
08 85 3 0 7 1 8 70 12 5 191 $24,551,947Dec 
09 114 4 0 0 4 8 149 26 5 293 $29,017,461
09 52 4 1 5 2 9 69 27 5 183 $17,343,940Jan 
10 73 19 0 4 0 12 36 12 11 153 $21,332,823
09 65 26 0 0 1 13 38 4 8 132 $20,663,036Feb 
10 80 16 1 2 1 6 57 19 5 180 $26,646,703
09 90 48 1 0 3 17 118 27 4 285 $29,195,155Mar 
10     
09 40 80 0 1 7 9 53 6 4 158 $25,199,189Apr 
10     
09 48 63 1 3 3 20 52 15 4 186 $23,555,559May 
10     
09 106 13 0 2 5 17 55 10 4 203 $26,051,455Jun 
10     

2008/2009 
Full Year 

Total 
806 424 6 27 43 177 759 161 59 2243 $286,674,726

2009/2010 
Total to Date 824 136 4 14 19 73 569 161 63 1789 $242,001,263
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COMPLIANCE MANAGEMENT TO DECEMBER 2009 & JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2010  
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COMPLIANCE MANAGEMENT TO DECEMBER 2009 & JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2010  
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COMPLIANCE MANAGEMENT TO DECEMBER 2009 & JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2010  
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COMPLIANCE MANAGEMENT TO DECEMBER 2009 & JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2010  
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