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WALGA NEWS   9 March 2018  
WALGA Election of President and Deputy President 
An election for the positions of President and Deputy President was held at the State Council 
meeting on Wednesday, 7 March; resulting in Cr Lynne Craigie and Mayor Tracey Roberts 
being returned for a further two years as President and Deputy President respectively. 
 
They are both committed to delivering the WALGA strategic plan and in doing so, have 
given a high priority to the continued engagement with Member Local Governments and 
maximising the potential of the State and Local Government Partnership Agreement.  
 
For more information, email CEO Ricky Burges. 
 
Local Government Methamphetamine Survey 
WALGA is assisting the WA Government to carry out engagement on how Local 
Governments address methamphetamine use in their communities. 
 
In an effort to address the harms associated with methamphetamine in the State, the WA 
Government has committed to implementing the Methamphetamine Action Plan (MAP) 
which focuses on reducing methamphetamine demand, supply and harm, through coordinated 
implementation of initiatives across government. 
 
A MAP Taskforce was established to provide a range of advice to government, including 
exploring opportunities for improvements to program delivery, and opportunities for cross-
sector collaboration to reduce methamphetamine harm, demand and supply. 
 
To support this work the Department of the Premier and Cabinet (DPC) are undertaking a 
review of existing services, programs and initiatives aimed at reducing methamphetamine use 
and harm. 
 
WALGA has created a short survey on Local Government’s role in the use of 
methamphetamines and other illicit drugs in their communities to assist the DPC in gathering 
the views of Local Government. 
 
WALGA encourages all Local Governments to respond to the survey. 
 
Click here for the survey. Survey closes at 5:00pm, Friday, 23 March.  
 
For more information, email Senior Community Policy Advisor Evie Devitt-Rix.  
 
Public Health Planning Resource 
WA Health has prepared the Public Health Planning Guide for Local Government to support 
the sector in the development of a Local Public Health Plan. 
 
The document aims to provide practical advice to support any person who may be responsible 
for coordinating the development of a local public health plan. 
 



Part 5 of the Public Health Act 2016 requires the preparation of two types of public health 
plans:  
• state public health plan prepared by the Chief Health Officer and 
• local public health plan prepared by each Local Government. 
Although Part 5 of the Public Health Act comes into effect in approximately three to four 
years’ time, many Local Governments advocated for public health planning and are already 
producing their local public health plans. 
 
WA Health and WALGA are supportive of this initiative, and encourage Local Governments 
to commence the process of developing their local public health plan.  
 
For more information or to download the guide, click here. 
To provide feedback on the guide, email WA Health. 
 
Free Seminar on Water Sensitive Urban Design Values and 
Benefits 
New Water Ways will host the Cooperative Research Centre for Water Sensitive Cities to 
deliver a seminar on the state of knowledge of non-market values of water sensitive systems. 
 
Water sensitive systems and practices provide multiple indirect benefits such as 
environmental and ecological services. However, due to a lack of information on the 
monetised value of these services, many of these services are not considered during 
investment decision making.  
 
UWA School of Agriculture and Environment and CRC for Water Sensitive Cities Dr Sayed 
Iftekhar will present results from selected non-market valuation studies that have been carried 
out within the CRC for Water Sensitive Cities. 
 
Findings will also be presented from an extensive literature review of existing non-market 
valuation studies. 
 
Date:       Friday, 16 March 
Time:      12:00pm to 1:00pm 
Venue:    Department of Water and Environmental Regulations, 
                L4 Theatrette, 168 St Georges Terrace, Perth 
Cost:       Free, no RSVP necessary  
For more information, email UWA's Tammie Harold.  
 
Incident Weather Forecasts Improvements 
The Bureau of Meteorology will release an improved Incident Weather Forecasts from 
Monday, 19 March. These forecasts will provide critical information to emergency services 
personnel to help them make important operational decisions. 
 
In 2017, the Bureau of Meteorology undertook a review into Spot or Special Weather 
Forecasts and consulted fire agencies across the country.  
 
The result is the improved Incident Weather Forecasts, which feature increased precision, 
extra information and a more targeted forecast, focusing on key weather parameters.  
For more information, download the information sheet. 



WALGA NEWS    16 March 2018 

Comments Sought on WALGA Draft Climate Change Policy 
Statement 
CEOs and Local Government Officers are encouraged to provide comments on the draft 
revised WALGA Climate Chance Policy Statement.  
 
Following on from WALGA’s release of the Climate Change Policy Statement Discussion 
Paper, WALGA has now produced a draft revised WALGA Climate Change Policy. 
  
WALGA received a total of 26 responses in response to the Climate Change Policy Statement 
Discussion Paper. Roughly half were individual responses (some officers, some Councillors) 
and the other half were responses endorsed by the Local Government. 
 
Responses were overwhelmingly supportive of producing a strong policy statement, that 
reflects the scientific consensus, international developments (e.g. the Paris Agreement and the 
UN Sustainable Development Goals) and most importantly, the fact that Local Governments 
are already experiencing climate change, and taking mitigation and adaptation action. 
 
CEOs and Local Government Officers are encouraged to consider the draft Climate Change 
Policy Statement and provide any comments by close of business, Tuesday, 24 April to 
Environment Policy Advisor Laura Simes. 
 
The Association would particularly appreciate Council-endorsed comments. 
 
After input has been received and considered, the draft Policy Statement will be submitted to 
State Council for its approval or comment. 
 
If endorsed by State Council, it will provide the basis for WALGA’s climate change 
advocacy plan, which will be developed in consultation with the sector and further detail how 
WALGA will promote and advocate for Local Governments’ key climate change priorities 
over the next few years.  
For more information, email Environment Policy Advisor Laura Simes. 
 
Suspension and Dismissal Amendment Bill 2018 
Minister for Local Government Hon David Templeman MLA has introduced the Local 
Government Amendment (Suspension and Dismissal Bill 2018) into Parliament. The Bill will 
give the Minister the power to suspend and/or order an individual Elected Member to 
undertake remedial action. 
 
The Amendment Bill applies to Council members comprising Councillors and elector Mayors 
and Presidents.   
 
The Amendment Bill references ‘Departmental CEO’, defined in the Local Government Act 
as the Director General of the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural 
Industries.   
 



Under the current legislation, only an entire Council can be suspended or dismissed. 
 
The Bill is consistent with WALGA's policy position on stand-down provisions. 
 
The Bill will require the support of the opposition or crossbenchers to be passed through 
Parliament.  
 
For more information, download the ministerial circular here. 
 
New Auditor-General 
WA's next Auditor-General Caroline Spencer will begin her 10-year term from Monday, 28 
May. 
 
Her role was announced by State Treasurer Ben Wyatt in Parliament on Wednesday, 14 
March.  
 
Ms Spencer has most recently been the managing partner and co-founder of Canberra-based 
professional services firm Vista Advisory. 
 
She holds significant experience as a specialist in public sector audit, risk and governance 
review at a state and federal level. 
 
In 2015, Ms Spencer conducted an official review of the Office of the Auditor General in 
Western Australia. 
 
Ms Spencer was selected from a field of 33 applicants and will be the first female Auditor-
General in WA.  
 
For more information, view the media release. 
 
2018 WA Local Government Convention 
Themed Ready & Relevant, the 2018 WA Local Government Convention and Trade 
Exhibition will be staged at the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre from Wednesday, 1 
to Friday, 3 August. 
 
To assist with your accommodation arrangements, WALGA has sourced pricing from a 
number of hotels within the Perth CBD. These details are available on the LGC18 
Accommodation and Parking page on the WALGA website. 
 
Please note: There has been some changes made to the traditional program and the Gala 
Dinner will be held on Thursday, 2 August.  
 
For more information, email Event Manager Emily Ferguson or call 9213 2083. 
 
Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 Submission 
Aboriginal Affairs Minister Ben Wyatt has announced a three-phase review of the Aboriginal 
Heritage Act 1972, the legislation for preserving and protecting Aboriginal Heritage in 
Western Australia. 
 



The Department released a consultation paper that is open for feedback until Friday, 1 June. 
 
Click here to provide feedback. 
 
WALGA is preparing a submission for the consultation phase and will provide information to 
Members on the process in the coming weeks. 
 
The Department will be conducting My Heritage, My Voice and Working with Our 
Aboriginal Heritage workshops in 40 locations from April to May. Click here for the 
locations. 
 
Email the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage by Wednesday, 4 April to register for 
the workshop.  
 
For more information, visit the Department website or email the Department. 
 
Procurement and Contract Management Training 
WALGA has responded to an increased need for Local Government support with its suite of 
procurement and contract management training courses: 
 
Procurement and Contract Management Fundamentals 
Available online 
  
Procurement and Contract Management Fundamentals 
Monday, 9 April    
  
Planning and Specification Development 
Tuesday,10 April  
  
Evaluation, Supplier Selection and Contract Establishment 
Tuesday, 22 May 
  
Managing Contracts in Local Government 
Wednesday, 23 May  
 
For more information or to register online, visit the WALGA Training website or email the 
Training Team. 
  
Awareness of Concerns around ‘Mosquito’ Devices 
ALGA has requested the Association bring the sector's attention to recent communication 
from the Australian Human Rights Commission on 'mosquito' devices. 
 
 
These devices emit a high frequency tone heard only by people up to the age of about 25 
years and disrupt equilibrium. 
 
The devices are reportedly being used in public locations as a deterrent for loitering and other 
antisocial behaviours. 
 
In 2011, the WA Commissioner for Children and Young People condemned the use of these 



devices. The long-term effect on hearing and general health is not known. Further 
information can be found here. 
 
WALGA continues to support the sector in the development and wellbeing of children and 
young people through a combination of services and facility provision.  
 
For more information, visit the WA Commission of Children and Young People website. 
 
Local Government Methamphetamine Survey 
WALGA is assisting the WA Government to carry out engagement on how Local 
Governments address methamphetamine use in their communities. 
 
In an effort to address the harms associated with methamphetamine in the State, the WA 
Government has committed to implementing the Methamphetamine Action Plan (MAP) 
which focuses on reducing methamphetamine demand, supply and harm, through coordinated 
implementation of initiatives across government. 
 
A MAP Taskforce was established to provide a range of advice to government, including 
exploring opportunities for improvements to program delivery, and opportunities for cross-
sector collaboration to reduce methamphetamine harm, demand and supply. 
 
To support this work the Department of the Premier and Cabinet (DPC) are undertaking a 
review of existing services, programs and initiatives aimed at reducing methamphetamine use 
and harm. 
 
WALGA has created a short survey on Local Government’s role in the use of 
methamphetamines and other illicit drugs in their communities to assist the DPC in gathering 
the views of Local Government. 
 
WALGA encourages all Local Governments to respond to the survey. 
 
Click here for the survey. Survey closes at 5:00pm, Friday, 23 March.  
 
For more information, email Senior Community Policy Advisor Evie Devitt-Rix.  
 
Rotary Employment Project 
Inclusion WA & Inclusion Solutions are engaging with Local Governments and Rotary Clubs 
to create opportunities and pathways for individuals seeking employment. 
 
In 2012, the Australian Bureau of Statistics stated that nearly half (47.3%) of all working-age 
people with disability were not in the labour force.  
 
According to Social Venture, Australia’s GDP could be increased by $43 billion over the next 
decade if more Australians with disability were included in the national workforce.  
 
The National Disability Strategy (2010-2020) recognises an increase access to employment 
opportunities is key to improving economic security and personal wellbeing for people with 
disability.  
For more information or to take part in this initiative, email Inclusion Solution's Ciara 
Cooney or call 9201 8909. 



Disaster and Emergency Communications Conference 
Emergency Media & Public Affairs (EMPA) is bringing its Disaster and Emergency 
Communications Conference to the Novotel Langley, Perth from Wednesday to Friday, 6 to 8 
June. 
 
EMPA is the only representative organisation of emergency service and disaster 
communications practitioners in the world. 
 
The conference will be open to all levels of government, emergency services and recovery 
agencies, with a special emphasis on engaging with Public Information Officers from Local 
Government across Western Australia. 
 
In support of the critical role Local Government’s play, there are 50 ‘no-charge’ places 
available. Local Government Officers can apply for a ‘no-charge’ place (usually $700 per 
attendee) with the only cost to the organisation being travel and accommodation. 
 
Click here for the application form. Successful applicants will be advised by end of April.   
 
For more information, visit the conference website. 
 

ALGA NEWS    9 March 2018  
President's column 
Unfortunately councils too often find themselves in the position of attempting to sort out 
problems created for them by the actions of State and Federal governments. Take housing 
affordability. 
The new report on housing affordability by the Grattan Institute has a lot to say about the role 
councils play, suggesting we could be more aggressive in increasing housing densities in our 
cities, particularly Sydney and Melbourne. It even advocates a "carrot and stick" approach to 
bring councils into line. 

Firstly, for the record, Local Government is not responsible for the rapid growth in population 
which is putting ever-increasing pressure on housing demand and therefore housing prices, 
particularly in Sydney and Melbourne. This demand growth has largely been driven by record 
immigration levels and foreign investment settings and these are very definitely federal 
issues. 

Personally, I am strongly in favour of a sustainable immigration intake. Migration from a 
variety of backgrounds has fundamentally transformed our nation for the better. But the 
Federal Government needs to take responsibility for the fact that our population growth rate 
stands at 1.6 per cent, far higher than any other Western nation. 

It is therefore incumbent on the Federal Government to help other levels of government cope 
with the consequences of their policy settings. They should not be tempted to simply point the 
finger of blame at Local Government. 



State Government rate capping policies in our two most populous states further constrain 
Local Government's ability to fund appropriate responses to population growth. In exactly the 
places councils need more flexibility, Sydney and Melbourne, our councils are capped in their 
revenue raising capacity and are being blamed for the advent of unaffordable housing. 

The Grattan Institute report correctly suggests that State Governments control planning 
strategy, yet the solution proposed is to “fix planning rules to allow more homes to be built in 
inner and middle-ring suburbs of our largest cities”.   

Unsurprisingly, many local residents do not take kindly to the idea of their neighbourhoods 
being pockmarked by random demolitions and subdivisions. However, too often Local 
Government is expected to approve these changes. It is expected to carry the can and explain 
the decisions and impacts at the local level of the two other tiers of government. 

What the Grattan Institute, State Government planners and finger pointing Federal politicians 
fail to realise is that neighbours vote. Unless convinced otherwise, if local people don’t like 
what is being proposed next door they will throw councillors and mayors out of office. 

And on this issue, they will do so at every level of government until they get what they want. 
Federal and State governments may keep trying to pass the buck to Local Government, but 
the buck is coming back their way. 

Migration levels, negative gearing, capital gains taxes, stamp duty, land taxes, infrastructure 
funding, planning regulations, new land supply, construction costs and community attitudes 
all influence housing affordability. If we are serious about this issue, all need to be looked at 
in unison, and we should play our role. 
And don’t forget to involve people in the resolution: real people, locals, families, singles, 
young and old - and neighbours! If we don’t, they may reject our good intent and vote for the 
status quo, which is house prices increasing well beyond salary increases for years to come. 
 
Giving weight to freight 
Having lived his whole life in regional Australia, the link between good infrastructure and 
economic growth was ingrained in his political thinking, the Deputy Prime Minister Michael 
McCormack said on Wednesday night. 
Mr McCormack, who is also the Minister for Infrastructure and Transport, was making his 
first formal speech in the role at the Australian Logistics Council Forum in Sydney. 

The forum is an annual event and the ALC represents members spanning the entire logistics 
supply chain in Australia, incorporating road, rail, sea, air and ports. 

ALC input to the inquiry into National Freight and Supply Chain Priorities was 
acknowledged by Mr McCormack, who said he expected to receive the final report soon. 
“The report will be key to the development of a strategy I will consider with my State and 
Territory counterparts at the Transport and Infrastructure Council meeting in November this 
year.” 

The planning was needed because the "national freight task will double over the next 20 
years." 



Mr McCormack outlined the Federal Government’s $75 billion funding of infrastructure 
projects over the next ten years and its commitment to road safety programs “including Roads 
to Recovery, Blackspot Programs, Bridges Renewal and Heavy Vehicle Safety and 
Productivity.” 

He also reaffirmed the Government’s commitment to building the Inland Rail which will be 
“the spine of the national rail system.” Work had also commenced “on a joint study with the 
Queensland Government to look at a dedicated freight link to the Port of Brisbane.” 

Also present at the forum was ALGA President David O’Loughlin. He spoke at a session 
called Planning freight-friendly cities. Mayor O’Loughlin said the freight industry needed to 
build relationships at the Local Government level. 

Mayor O’Loughlin said that ALGA was committed to working constructively with the 
Federal Government and industry to develop a practical and integrated National Freight and 
Supply Chain Strategy and commended the panel for consulting closely with ALGA 
throughout the process. 

A key issue was improved integration between transport and land use planning. Whilst 
ALGA has supported Federal Government coordination of national freight strategy it was 
pleasing that most States represented at the forum confirmed they have or are now developing 
integrated land use and transport plans.  

But freight operators expressed frustration about the encroachment of residential development 
impeding their operations and viability. Mayor O'Loughlin noted that rezoning was a State 
matter, operators needed to talk more with their Local Governments and have a dialogue with 
local communities. They need to say “who they are, what they do and the important role they 
play in their local economy”. In the absence of such a dialogue, or participation in strategic 
planning discussions, the freight industry risked being overlooked in planning decisions. 

Mayor O’Loughlin said that in general people did not have an appreciation of the national 
importance of freight. In spite of the vital role the delivery of freight played in keeping the 
country going, the industry had nowhere near the level of appeal of other service providers, 
such as hospitals or schools. It was up to the freight industry to develop a profile that would 
provide it with more importance and value in the eyes of the public, and their own “social 
licence” to exist and operate effectively. 

Shadow Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Cities and Regional Development Anthony 
Albanese also spoke at the forum. He called the freight and logistics sector “the lifeblood of 
the Australian economy” and said Australia’s growing population would put it increasingly 
under strain, but he has had a very long relationship with industry and the infrastructure 
portfolio and was committed to continuing to work constructively with all interested parties 
to meet the challenges it faced. He called for an investment by the nation’s freight and 
logistic operators in “emerging technologies and new, innovative ways of servicing the 
customer”. 

In private discussion he also indicated his strong support for community infrastructure and 
encouraged Local Government to make a strong case for a national fund. 



'Carrot and stick' call for councils 
A new report by the Grattan Institute calls for the adoption of a carrot and stick approach to 
councils in the pursuit of housing supply and affordability. 
The report Housing affordability: reimagining the Australian dream, highlights the difficulty 
prospective buyers face. "House prices [have] more than doubled in real terms over the past 
20 years. The strains are most acute in Sydney and Melbourne. Since 2012, house prices have 
risen 50 per cent in Melbourne and 70 per cent in Sydney." 

The report is strongly in favour of increasing housing density in inner and middle ring 
suburbs as the main way, on the supply side, of improving housing affordability.  It says all 
levels of government should “build the public case for increased density” and work together 
to achieve it. 

But the report states that councils have a tendency to resist urban infill as they represent 
existing residents and not prospective residents. The existing residents "usually prefer their 
suburb to stay the same". 

Further, regulation of council revenues by state governments "can give councils additional 
reasons to oppose development." 

Rate capping is seen as a particular disincentive for councils to accept new developments. 
The Grattan Institute believes “new developments effectively increase the rates for existing 
residents.”   

The report says state governments should set housing targets and make sure that local 
governments meet them. "Use carrots and sticks to ensure councils meet housing targets that 
align with long-term city plans." 

These targets should be "realistic" and the targets and plans need to be effectively explained 
to the community as part of a larger vision. "Housing targets for each council need to be 
linked to overall plans for the growth of the city as a whole. Each council then needs to 
identify how its target will translate into additional housing for each particular area within its 
jurisdiction." 

One carrot to get people to accept this process could be a state government commitment to 
improving local infrastructure. Another could be offering councils bonus payments if they 
meet or exceed housing targets. 

But also "state government need to carry bigger ‘sticks’ to ensure councils meet the housing 
targets included within state strategic plans. These might include creating powers for the state 
government to take over authority for a larger share of development approvals if councils fail 
to back appropriate development." 

The report also recommends the use of independent planning panels, of the kind recently 
made mandatory in Sydney and Wollongong, to assess "development applications where 
local councils fail to meet housing targets." 

Planning laws and planning practice should also be changed "to make it easier to subdivide 



and increase housing supply in middle ring suburbs" and higher density development along 
key transport corridors should be allowed by state governments "as of right". 

But if states are not prepared to reform their planning systems then the Commonwealth 
should consider "tapping the brakes on Australia’s migrant intake" to ease the pressure on the 
demand side. 

The full report can be downloaded here. 

New deal for Western Sydney 
Eight Local Governments from western Sydney joined the Federal and NSW Governments 
last Sunday in signing the Western Sydney Deal. 
The 20-year deal aims to transform Sydney’s outer west – creating the "Western Parkland 
City" and building on investment in the new airport at Badgerys Creek, The Western Sydney 
Airport, which is set to open in 2026. 

Liverpool Mayor Wendy Waller said the deal was a huge win for the people of Liverpool. 

"This is the start of a new era in Western Sydney with Federal and State governments 
realising they need to step up and deliver for the people of the West," Mayor Waller said. 

Camden mayor Lara Symkowiak said residents could look forward to huge economic 
development through job creation closer to home. "Creating more jobs for our region is the 
biggest benefit this deal will deliver," she said. 

Liverpool, Campbelltown, Camden, Penrith, Wollondilly, Blue Mountains, Hawkesbury and 
Fairfield councils are involved in the deal. Mayors from the councils joined the Prime 
Minister Malcolm Turnbull, NSW Premier Gladys Berejiklian, Minister for Urban 
Infrastructure and Cities Paul Fletcher and NSW Minister for Western Sydney Stuart Ayres to 
launch the deal. 

The deal includes the delivery of an Aerotropolis at Badgerys Creek, a manufacturing, 
research, medical, education and commercial hub. New education facilities will be 
established around the airport to train the workers needed for the high-tech sectors to be 
established at the Aerotropolis. 

The main feature is a north-south rail link from St Marys to Badgerys Creek Aerotropolis via 
Western Sydney Airport. The Federal and State Governments will each pay half the cost of 
the rail link. 

There will also be a $150 million program to deliver community facilities; a new planning 
regime to cut development costs and boost housing supply and a plan to embed digital 
technology in the city. 

The NSW Government will also establish an “Investment Attraction Office” in Liverpool to 
attract investment to the Western Parkland City and the Badgerys Creek Aerotropolis. 

The councils will provide $30 million and the NSW and Federal Government $60 each 



towards a Western Parkland City Liveability Program to deliver community facilities and 
amenities. 

The Western Sydney City Deal delivers key elements of the Australian Government's Smart 
Cities Plan, the Greater Sydney Commission's Western City District Plan and the NSW 
Government's Future Transport 2056 strategy.   

Finding room in Hobart 
The Premier of Tasmania Will Hodgman has called an urgent summit for next week to 
address the state’s housing shortage. 
Mr Hodgman said the summit would be held in Hobart and would bring together "experts 
from across the state in key sectors", including representatives from Local Government. 

"We will be extending an invitation to peak bodies like TasCOSS and Shelter Tasmania, as 
well as key stakeholders from the housing, building and construction, property, real estate, 
Local Government, non-government and university sectors. 

"By working together, I am confident we can identify practical actions that provide 
immediate assistance to Tasmanians in need." 

A group of families unable to find a house have been camping at the Hobart Showgrounds at 
Glenorchy. 

Glenorchy Mayor Kristie Johnston told ABC Radio Hobart affordable housing had been a 
key focus for the council. 

She said the council had been working with the Hobart City Council on long-term plans to 
unlock unused land for affordable housing to be built. "Right now we are seeing a crisis and 
that needs an immediate response, especially as we’re approaching winter where it’s 
unacceptable to have people sleeping in tents." 

She said it was "heartbreaking" to see families camped at the showgrounds. 

Hobart has the lowest capital city rental vacancy rate, at just 0.3 per cent. 

The Real Estate Institute of Tasmania’s president Tony Collidge said, “We're actually seeing 
dire shortages in terms of the number of properties that are available to rent. Likewise a dire 
shortage in the number of properties that are for sale. 

"The Government has almost become a victim of its own success, in that it's created a tourism 
market that's booming, it's created and encouraged foreign students to come here for 
education purposes and that's booming, and it's grown its economy and grown employment 
and we've got people coming here to live." 

Another factor in the shortage is that many former rental properties are disappearing from the 
market after being converted into short-term accommodation or Airbnb’s.  



Regional grants on offer 
 Initial applications for the Federal Government’s $272 million Regional Growth Fund are 
open. Applications will continue to be accepted until 5pm on 27 April. 
State, Territory and Local Governments and private groups are eligible to apply. 

Announcing the opening of the fund in Toowoomba, the Minister for Regional Development, 
Territories and Local Government John McVeigh said the fund was designed to back projects 
that “have the capacity to transform regional areas.” 

He said the Federal Government would provide a minimum of $10 million in funding and a 
maximum of 50 percent of the costs for each successful project.  “Successful projects will 
provide greater support for existing industries such as agriculture, tourism and 
manufacturing.” 

With Mr McVeigh at the launch was Toowoomba Regional Council Mayor Paul Antonio 
who said the council would be making bids for grant money. 

"We will examine this fund in every detail and we will certainly be putting projects forward, 
in the hope we can gain an advantage and get this additional funding that Local Government 
desperately needs,” he told local media. 

The application process has two stages. An initial application needs to be lodged. If 
successful the applicant will be required to submit a business case. To be competitive 
applicants must score highly against these three criteria: create jobs; drive economic growth 
and build stronger regional communities. 

See here for more information, including the guidelines and application process.  

Smart moves to beat the heat 
Campbelltown City Council has partnered with the University of NSW’s Faculty of the Built 
Environment to investigate the urban heat island effect on Campbelltown and surrounds. 
Local media reports that, as part of the study, three weather stations have been installed in the 
region to measure and map thermal conditions, including air and surface temperature. 

The weather stations will also investigate the impact of the urban heat island effect on energy 
consumption and the environmental quality of buildings in the Macarthur region of Sydney. 

Mayor George Brticevic said he hoped the results of the study would help to improve 
building practices and planning. He advocates the use of light-coloured buildings to reflect 
sunlight, planting avenues of shady trees, and creating terrace and rooftop gardens in high-
rise developments. 

“If we change our built environment to more green areas and instead of dark bricks and 
colours we have a canopy of trees, rooftop and terrace gardens and green verges, we will stop 
the urban heat island effect,” he said. “I’d like to double our annual tree planting.’’ 



Getting ready for the road ahead 
The Local Government Association of South Australia has issued its roadmap for Local 
Government reform for consideration by the next South Australian State Government. The 
roadmap has been developed in consultation with member councils. The state election in on 
17 March. 
Key points include: 

• Implementing a bench marking program 

• Standardising external council audits 

• Maximising the effectiveness of council audit committees 

• Strengthening the code of conduct for council members 

• Reviewing the representation review process 

• Considering opportunities to diversify Local Government revenue 

• Implementing Local Government elections reform 

LGASA President Lorraine Rosenberg said that LGASA was ready for change and “looks 
forward to working with all members of the next state parliament to deliver sensible Local 
Government reforms that will benefit South Australia.” 

News in brief 
DESPITE widespread damage caused by recent flooding in north and western Queensland, 
locals have welcomed the rain after a long drought. Mount Isa City Council Mayor Joyce 
McCulloch said though council crews were kept busy with repairs on the weekend the 
weather was welcome. The rain had "already filled Lake Julius and substantially boosted 
water levels at Lake Moondarra." Likewise the Mayor of Townsville Jenny Hill welcomed 
the rain. She said the Ross River Dam was now at more than 80 percent capacity. Disaster 
assistance has been given to the Local Government centres of Burdekin, Charters Towers, 
Etheridge, Palm Island Aboriginal Shire and Townsville. The funding is from the 
Commonwealth-State National Disaster Relief and Recovery Arrangements. 
THE Federal Government has approved $400 million in funding for the Haughton River 
Floodplain Upgrade to improve flood immunity of 14km of the Bruce Highway including 
three major watercourses.  Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Infrastructure and 
Transport Michael McCormack said: “This upgrade project will revitalise North Queensland 
and particularly Townsville by supporting the long-term growth and stability of local 
businesses and industries, and improving driver safety, connectivity and liveability.” 

FORMER Burnie mayor Anita Dow is the first Labor woman to win a seat in Braddon in 
Tasmania’s House of Assembly. Mrs Dow has joined Labor incumbent Shane Broad in 
Braddon. The result cut the number of Liberal seats in Braddon from four to three. “It is a 
great honour and I am very excited about the future challenge,” Mrs Dow said on Sunday. 
“My local government experience has provided a strong political foundation but there will be 



new parts to my role and responsibilities I will need to understand better before I take a seat 
in the Tasmanian Parliament,” she said. 

QUEENSLAND'S second largest council is being investigated by the corruption watchdog. 
Accusations of corrupt conduct relating to decisions made by some councillors at the Gold 
Coast City Council will be investigated by the Crime and Corruption Commission. The 
investigation comes after the CCC referred matters to the state government's Department of 
Local Government, Infrastructure and Planning last September. 

A CONTRACT has been awarded to McConnell Dowell Construction to deliver a $14 
million upgrade to the Adelaide Hills freight route to Lobethal. Federal minister for Urban 
Infrastructure and Cities Paul Fletcher said: “The Lobethal upgrade will improve productivity 
and reduce “last mile” access issues, particularly in regional areas.” 

THE Federal Government has allocated $1.4 million in funding for NAIDOC activities 
through the Indigenous Advancement Strategy this year.  NAIDOC Week will be held from 
8-15 July with the theme “Because of her, we can” celebrating the role of women in 
Indigenous life. Grant applicants are encouraged to incorporate this theme. The grants enable 
communities to host their own events. Details and the application kit are available here.  

THE Clean Energy Regulator will hold a seventh Emissions Reduction Fund auction on 
Wednesday 6 and Thursday 7 June 2018. The Clean Energy Regulator has made minor 
changes to the guidelines for this auction.  For more information on eligibility to participate 
in the Emissions Reduction Fund, visit here to take the interactive questionnaire. For 
additional information on the timeframes for participation in the seventh auction, see here. 

GRANTS of up to $15,000 are available for community organisations such as museums, 
libraries, archives, genealogical and historical societies, and Indigenous and cultural groups. 
The grants assist community organisations in the preservation and protection of locally 
owned but nationally significant cultural heritage material such as archives and records, oral 
histories, textiles, paintings, drawings, objects, photographs and audio visual material. 
Funding is also available for training workshops, preservation assessment of collections and 
related conservation activities. The Community Heritage Grants Program is administered by 
the National Library of Australia, with support provided by the Department of 
Communications and the Arts, the National Archives of Australia, the National Film and 
Sound Archive and the National Museum of Australia. Applications close on Monday, 7 May 
2018 at 5.00 pm. To find out more visit here.  

THE CLEAN Energy Finance Corporation will loan Newcastle City Council $6.5 million to 
get Newcastle’s largest solar farm project project at Summerhill tip underway. Construction 
is set to start in June.   

BRISBANE City Council is getting people thinking about the city’s future with a planning 
game. The Plan Your Brisbane game “presents a series of scenarios to show the important 
choices we need to make together to plan Brisbane’s future. To have your say, visit our 
website here and play with the housing options to see different ways the city might cater for 
our growing population.” 

THE Nature Strategy public consultation period is closing soon, on 16 March. ALGA has 
been contributing to the development of this draft document over the past 12 months through 



the Inter-governments Biodiversity working group. Local Governments and any interested 
party are encouraged to make a submission and/or fill out the online survey here. 
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President's column 
If housing affordability is related to demand, and demand is related to population growth, is it 
okay to ask if we have a population policy? 
The ABC’s Four Corners program Big Australia: Are we ready? did the nation a service this 
week by examining these related issues in an intelligent and balanced way. I encourage you to 
watch it. 

The program touched upon the fact that some of our earliest politicians expected Australia to 
have a massive population. Australia is about the same size as the continental United States, 
so the population growth of the USA was their model. In 1888 the Premier of NSW Henry 
Parkes predicted an Australian population of “100 million souls”. Many confidently expected 
Australia to reach that number in the 20th Century. 

Whilst not reaching those lofty predictions, Australia has become one of the most urbanised 
nations on earth and is becoming ever more urbanised. Despite our size regional areas often 
struggle to maintain local populations, let alone grow, and few migrants want to settle in the 
regions. Therefore the main stresses of population growth are felt in our major capital cities. 

But the population discussion is not one dimensional. Many councils in regional areas would 
warmly welcome an increase in population, and some have migrant attraction policies. Many 
regional areas have been losing population for years, both because young people find cities 
more attractive and because, over a long period, increasingly efficient farming methods have 
led to a decline in local job opportunities.  

If we have a population policy it must respond to these issues as much as the pressures in the 
cities, and the important role that migration and refugee programs continue to play in 
Australia’s success. 

All levels of government need to be involved, and we need to engage with local communities 
meaningfully, with full disclosure about all the issues. 

For example, should we encourage more people to move to the regions? How can we 
encourage young people to stay there, or return there with their city-gained qualifications? 
Should cities continue to grow, and if so how? And if not, is it actually possible to stop their 
growth? How important is growth to our economy? How do other economies survive and 
thrive without our level of growth? And how many people should or could we sustain in each 
location and as a nation? 

And, in the midst of searching for all of these answers and policies, what is the impact on the 
viability of communities at the grass roots level? Growth provides additional revenue, but at 
what cost? 

Do you have a population policy for your community? If not, why not? 



 

Call for action on recycling 
The Federal Government should send a clear message that the challenge facing the recycling 
industry is a priority issue needing a national response, ALGA and other peak bodies told a 
workshop in Canberra on Thursday. 
The workshop was called to consider the impact of China’s ban on certain recycling 
materials. 

Federal and State Government, ALGA and banking and investment representatives attended 
the workshop along with representatives from the National Waste and Recycling Council, 
Waste Management Association of Australia, Australian Council of Recycling, Packaging 
Covenant and Sustainable Business Australia. 

Since 1 January China has implemented a new policy called National Sword which applies 
increasingly more stringent contamination standards on imported waste and recycled 
materials. As a result many Australian materials previously accepted have been blocked, 
causing some severe waste management problems for some councils, particularly in Victoria. 

The imports China accept need to have very low contamination rates, in most cases 0.5 per 
cent or less. An ALGA briefing paper says current Australian contamination levels are often 
6 per cent or more.   

The Canberra workshop heard that China’s tighter restrictions probably affects about 40 
Material Recycling Facilities and about 8 companies but given the small number of operators 
in the industry, should it collapse the impact would be significant on the future of recycling in 
Australia. 

Workshop participants thought that the Federal Government was best placed to focus on 
medium and long-term goals. Greater industry certainty to encourage investment; consumer 
confidence and choices to encourage recycling and selection of more sustainably 
designed/made products; and diversification for products and markets, were some ideas to 
support better medium to long-term outcomes. 

Participants agreed there was an opportunity for change which could provide economic 
benefits and a range of potential uses should be considered. As well as the creation of a 
“circular” processing economy, the use of some waste materials to create energy was also an 
area of interest. 

The local government sector (ALGA, State/Territory Associations and Councils) can assist 
by: 

• Sharing and helping collect information such as promotion of surveys which industry is 
preparing to run on community perceptions of the recycling industry. 

• Keeping communities informed on local recycling programs and any changes, encouraging 
people to keep up, or even improve on, their recycling habits (such as encouraging cleaner 
waste streams). 

• Advising of any local issues arising with MRFs, collectors etc regarding contractual 
arrangements and re-negotiations – such as through their State/Territory Association. 



• Seeking assistance when required when negotiating contracts that include more accurate 
values of recycling processing in contracts and managing costs to ratepayers. 

The ALGA board discussed this issue on Thursday and will be developing policy positions in 
the next few months to feed into the national response.  

On Wednesday LGNSW President Linda Scott appeared before the Senate Environment and 
Communications References Committee inquiry into waste and recycling. She urged financial 
support for the recycling industry and said China’s ban could create local opportunities. 
“With State and Federal Government support we could develop new regional jobs in a home-
grown environmental and recycling industry.” 

“But most important is the need to ensure that the hundreds of millions of dollars in waste 
levies collected from the community each year are fully reinvested to support recycling.” She 
said the NSW Government had collected $659 million from Local Governments in waste 
levies in 2016-17 but only 18 per cent of that money was returned to Local Government.” 

LGNSW is calling for "the NSW Government to dedicate more of the waste levy to the cause 
for which it was collected - the safe, environmental disposal of waste and all spheres of 
government to work together to ensure waste levies across Australia are implemented 
equitably and consistently.” 

Pledge not to sledge 
It’s time for respect to go viral, the Mayor of Redland City Karen Williams believes. 
Mayor Williams, pictured centre, is leading a social media campaign to bring civility back 
into public discourse as a way of combating the scourge of cyber bullying. 

Adults need to step up and set a good example for each other and young people in public 
forums "both online and offline". 

"We want people in all Local Government communities to find champions to stand up against 
disrespectful communication," she said. "To say we respect each other and we take the pledge 
not to sledge." 

The basic idea for the #PledgeNot2Sledge social media campaign emerged last year and was 
developed in Mayor Williams’ office. Earlier this year her Council voted unanimously to 
back it. Now she is seeking support from Councils across the country and other levels of 
government. 

She already has the support of some other Councils in her state of Queensland and has had 
discussions with the state Local Government Association LGAQ about taking the idea 
further. Some state politicians have also been supportive. 

Mayor Williams sees cyber bullying as part of a "a real breakdown in broader community 
values". 

It is also part of the nature of the medium. Social media is immediate and people say things 
they would not if speaking face to face. In an instant the communication is out there and “the 
damage is done. You can’t take it back.” Part of the campaign is encouraging people to step 
back, to just take a few minutes to consider before they send something that will cause 
damage and could have tragic consequences. 

“Treat people as you want to be treated.” 



 

She wants the #PledgeNot2Sledge campaign to develop organically. To go viral. 

To get involved in the campaign: 

• Display the #PledgeNot2Sledge banner and profile images on your social media pages. It is 
available on the Council’s website here. 

• If you see instances of disrespect, abuse or bullying on social media comment with 
#PledgeNot2Sledge. Do not engage beyond this with negative or disrespectful comments. 

• Share the campaign with your friends and family and encourage them to take the 
#PledgeNot2Sledge. 

• Shoot a short video committing to not sledging on social media and upload using the 
campaign hashtag #PledgeNot2Sledge. 

• Most importantly: don’t disrespect, sledge or abuse anyone on social media. 

Tourism win for Parkes 
Parkes Shire Council hosted more than 200 delegates at the 2018 Local Government NSW 
Tourism Conference this week. The theme of the conference was "Tourism: It all adds up!"  
Tourism managers, Mayors, Councillors, industry professionals and volunteers from around 
New South Wales attended. The conference was presented in conjunction with Destination 
NSW and included workshops, case studies and panel discussions. It was an opportunity "to 
listen to and learn from industry leaders on a range of topics relevant to developing, 
sustaining, and marketing the regional visitor economy." 

The main conference on Tuesday and Wednesday was preceded by an optional Accredited 
Visitor Information Centres Summit on Monday. These centres carry a gold i logo on a blue 
background which are instantly recognisable. The centres are often the first point of call for 
visitors coming into an unfamiliar town or city. 

On Monday evening NSW Minister for Tourism and Major Events Adam Marshall opened 
the conference. The Mayor of Parkes Ken Keith welcomed those in attendance to the town. 

Earlier Mayor Keith said, “business events, such as the LGNSW Tourism Conference, 
contribute close to $30 billion a year in direct expenditure nationally, according the most 
recent Business Events Council of Australia”. 

The conference included discussions on short-term holiday lettings, successful destination 
campaigns; the growth of the camping and caravanning sector and the benefits of a night-time 
economy. 

Parkes Shire Destination Development Manager Kelly Hendry said, “visitors had the 
opportunity to engage in a range of local experiences, with site visits showcasing recent 
improvements to the Peak Hill Gold Mine, the reinvigoration of Trundle and how the Henry 
Parkes Centre ties together a number of tourism icons.” 

“Organisers, delegates, VIPs, observers and even locals have all been extremely glowing in 
their remarks on how well the conference ran.    

“The highlight of the conference was the Night with the stars dinner held at the Parkes Radio 



Telescope, complete with observations by the Central West Astronomical Society, a 
performance by local songstresses Amitie, and a guest appearance by actor Roy Billing who 
played the Parkes Mayor in the 2000 Australian film, The Dish. “ 

Talks on Darwin deal 
The Federal Minister for Urban Infrastructure and Cities Paul Fletcher was in Darwin this 
week to discuss a "City Deal" for the Northern Territory capital. 
Mr Fletcher said the deal involved Federal, State and Local Government working together. 
He hoped it would be finalised by the end of this year. 

The Minister met with NT Chief Minister Michael Gunner and other community leaders, 
including the Lord Mayor of Darwin Kon Vatskalis. 

Mayor Vatskalis told local radio that the meeting went very well. "[The Minister} recognised 
the commitment of how well we work together and he said that we can get it signed by the 
end of year. But I pushed him, I'm going to Canberra next week I want it pushed forward. 
Let's get it signed in six months," Mr Vatskalis said.  

"The CDU [Charles Darwin University] campus is part of my agenda. Revitalising the city, 
making it more green and walkable. Clearing the esplanade so you can see the ocean, not a 
wall of trees and the smart lighting to make the city safer is all part of my agenda," he said. 

Mr Fletcher told local media: "This is where three levels of government come together to 
agree on objective. This is about setting mutually agreed directions that we can be pursuing 
collectively for five or ten years. So it is important that we agree what goes into the City Deal 
and what the initiatives are going to be for each level of government to commit to. We are 
discussing tourism, the relocation of the CDU campus and I want to hear from the community 
leaders to hear what they feel should be considered." 

In a speech to CEDA in Sydney on Tuesday Mr Fletcher said, “since the 2016 election we 
have entered into City Deals with Townsville and Launceston. We have also committed to 
deals for Hobart, Geelong and Darwin.” A City Deal was also recently approved for Western 
Sydney and one is in negotiation for SEQ (University Campus, Moreton Bay). 

The City Deals outline how the three levels of governments will work together to achieve 
better outcomes across these areas: 

• Jobs and skills 

• Infrastructure and Investment 

• Liveability and Sustainability 

• Innovation and Digital Opportunities 

• Housing 

• Governance, Planning and Regulation. 

The Western Sydney deal centres around a new airport to be built at Badgerys Creek and a 
north-south rail line. The Launceston deal involves shifting the University of Tasmania 
campus to the centre of the city and the Townsville deal features the construction of a new 
25,000-seat football stadium and associated infrastructure upgrades. The Townsville City 



Council last week issued development approval for major construction to commence on the 
stadium, which is expected to be completed in 2020. 

Townsville Mayor Jenny Hill told local media: “The stadium will revitalise the CBD and has 
already helped to attract the city's first high-end hotel in decades, which will be built next 
door. Townsville is already seeing the economic benefits from the stadium and they will only 
increase as more jobs come online as construction ramps up." 

An ALGA analysis of three of the City Deals states: “The City Deals commit the three levels 
of government to work together very closely and with other key business and community 
sector organisations, such as with formalising partnerships and establishing new governance 
models. 

“In the case of the Western Sydney City Deal, five of the Councils and Blacktown City 
Council, which is not a signatory, have agreed to formalise a planning partnership agreement.  
Northern Tasmania Councils, though also not signatories, will have involvement in the 
Launceston City Deal with the development of a Regional Economic Development Strategy.” 

Counting the homeless 
More than 116,000 people in Australia were classified as homeless on Census night 2016. 
This represents an increase of 4.6 per cent (11,000 people) since the 2011 Census, according 
to newly released estimates from the 2016 Census of Population and Housing. 

General Manager of Population and Social Statistics, Dr Paul Jeffs, said the definition of 
homelessness incorporated various distinct groups. 

People living in severely crowded dwellings, defined as requiring four or more extra 
bedrooms to accommodate the people who usually live there, were defined as being 
homeless. "This group accounted for 51,088 people, up from 41,370 in 2011," Dr Jeffs said. 

"On Census night 8,200 people were estimated to be sleeping rough in improvised dwellings, 
tents, or sleeping out – an increase from 3.2 persons per 10,000 people in 2011 to 3.5 persons 
per 10,000 people in 2016," he said. 

One quarter of all homeless people in 2016 was aged between 20 and 30 years and 
homelessness among people aged between 65 and 74 increased to 27 persons per 10,000, up 
from 25 per 10,000 in 2011. 

Recent migrants accounted for 15 per cent of the homeless. Almost three-quarters of these 
were living in severely crowded dwellings. The majority came from South-East Asia and 
Southern and Central Asia, including India, China and Afghanistan. 

There were 23,437 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people classified as homeless in 
2016. More than three-quarters were living in severely crowded dwellings and less than 10 
per cent were sleeping rough. 

Focus on Vic Councils 
Victorian Councils were focused on economic development but needed better methods to 
measure outcomes, according to a recently released Victorian Auditor-General Office report 
Local Government and Economic Development. 
The report noted that “a number of Victorian Councils, particularly non-metropolitan 



Councils, have experienced a decline in their economic growth over the past 10 years. This 
report examines whether Councils’ economic development activities help to improve the 
economic viability and sustainability of their municipalities.” 

Regional and rural Councils were the focus of the report because they faced greater economic 
challenges than metropolitan ones. The Councils included Bass Coast Shire Council, 
Corangamite Shire Council, Loddon Shire Council, Melton City Council and Southern 
Grampians Shire Council. 

Also examined were the roles of Regional Development Victoria and Local Government 
Victoria in assisting Councils to facilitate local economic development. 

The report found the Councils focused on economic development; their economic 
development strategies aligned with state and regional priorities; Councils had established 
teams responsible for economic development and there was evidence of robust engagement 
with all relevant stakeholders at the local level. 

There were three recommendations for Councils: 

• Regularly review alignment between economic development strategies and Council plans to 
improve the continuity of longer term initiatives. 

• Development comprehensive performance measures for economic development with clearly 
articulated targets and benchmarks. 

• Monitor and report on economic development outcomes and clearly link actions to intended 
outcomes. 

Recommendations for Regional Development Victoria: 

• Improve the existing work with Councils to assess the deficiencies in Councils’ funding 
grant applications and business cases,and provide support and training to develop the 
requisite skills. 

• Increase Council awareness of the Regional Development Victoria information portal and 
include further information and guidance to support Councils. 

• Assess the effectiveness of the newly established regional partnerships. 

The report further recommended that RDV and LGV work with Councils to: 

• Identify their economic development guidance and training needs, and then provide or 
facilitate access to appropriate resources. 

• Identify and collect relevant information for planning and reporting on economic 
development, including completion of Local Government Victoria’s ongoing work with the 
(Economic Development Australia) Victorian State Practitioners Network. 

The full report can be viewed here. 
Shake up in WA 
WA State Local Government minister David Templeman wants the power to target Local 
Government Councillors who bring a Council into disrepute. 

The WA Local Government Act is being reviewed in the wake of the suspension of the City 
of Perth Council. Mr Templeman told local media the Act doesn’t have a provision to deal 



with an individual who might through their actions affect the standing of an entire Council. 

“There’s no capacity to deal with that person individually…[their] behaviour can culminate in 
poisoning the entire organisation,” he said. Mr Templeman said he intended to introduce 
legislation to remedy that problem. 

The review of the Local Government Act is taking part in two stages. The first stage is 
looking at accountability, standards and making information available online. The next stage 
of the review will begin later this year. 

“You can stream most things now; it’s not big technology, it’s not expensive technology,” Mr 
Templeman said. “Will that improve transparency? Yes. Will it improve, perhaps, the 
behaviour of some councillors during council meetings? Probably yes too.” Mr Templeman 
said councillors could deflect a lot of criticism by embracing technology. 

News in brief 
VICTORIA is the first state to sign up to the Inland Rail project. Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister for Infrastructure and Transport Michael McCormack and Victorian Minister for 
Public Transport and Major Projects Jacinta Allan signed a Bilateral Agreement on Friday. 
The agreement includes a commitment to negotiate a new long-term lease with the Australian 
Rail Track Corporation and to support the extension of the corridor to accommodate any 
changes to the North East Rail Line alignment required to support the delivery of Inland 
Rail.  On completion, the Inland Rail Project will create a direct rail freight connection 
between Melbourne and Brisbane. Now an agreement on Inland Rail has been reached, 
money for the $1.7 billion Regional Rail Revival program will begin to be delivered to 
Victoria. 

MORE THAN 200 hectares of Crown land will be freed up for residential development in an 
effort to ease Tasmania’s housing shortage, the ABC reports. It is estimated 3,000 new homes 
could be built on the land. The announcement by the Tasmanian Government is one of 
several measures to come out of an emergency housing summit held on Thursday in Hobart 
to address a chronic housing shortage in the state capital. Tasmanian Premier Will Hodgman 
said 159 more beds would be made available for crisis accommodation. The Government 
ruled out introducing new taxes or regulations, including restrictions on accommodation 
providers like Airbnb and Stayz.  The Government will spend $300,000 to provide land tax 
rebates to property owners as an incentive to list up to 500 existing properties for long-term 
rent within Hobart. 

THE CITY of Parramatta Council has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with property 
company, PAYCE enabling detailed planning and design work to commence for a possible 
new bridge across the Parramatta River linking Melrose Park and Wentworth Point, local 
media reports. Lord Mayor of Parramatta Andrew Wilson said the proposed 400-metre-long 
'Gateway Bridge' would be an important piece of regional infrastructure.    

THE Goondiwindi Regional Council adopted a new planning scheme this week. All new 
development applications lodged with the Council will be assessed under the new scheme, 
local media reports. The introduction of natural hazard overlay mapping, identifying physical 
constraints, natural hazards and other features that need to be considered as part of the 
development assessment process was highlighted by the Mayor of Goondiwindi Regional 
Council Graeme Scheu as an important aspect of the new scheme. 

THE City of South Perth has resolved to support the WA Local Government Association’s 
position on third party appeals against development decisions.  WALGA has put forward its 



preferred model, which would allow Councils and residents to appeal Joint Development 
Assessment Panel decisions. 

FINANCIAL assistance and support services are available to people directly affected by 
flooding in areas of Innisfail. Queensland Communities Minister Coralee O’Rourke said 
community recovery efforts were being expanded to parts of Far North Queensland. Mrs 
O’Rourke said other grants such the Essential Household Contents Grant and Structural 
Assistance Grant, which are income tested, are also available to eligible residents in these 
areas who are uninsured and have experienced certain loss or damage. 

BARKLY Regional Council Mayor Steve Edgington was kept in the dark about the Northern 
Territory Government’s three-month alcohol restrictions in Tennant Creek, but he says he 
supports the measure, local media reports. Mayor Edgington said he only heard about the 
restrictions, imposed under the powers of Attorney-General Natasha Fyles, when the news 
broke in the media on Tuesday. He said he hoped the 11 extra police and six extra child 
protection workers sent to Tennant Creek would stay on for the extra three months. The extra 
resources had made a “huge difference to anti-social behaviour and the amount of alcohol 
supplied and consumed”. 

THE Productivity Commission released as issues paper this week to assist individuals and 
organisations to prepare submissions to its inquiry into the effectiveness of the Murray 
Darling Basin Plan. It contains and outlines the scope of the inquiry, the Commission’s 
procedures, matters about which the Commission is seeking comment and information, how 
to make a submission. To make a submission Online: 
http://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/current/basin-plan Or email: Basin.plan@pc.gov.au 

STONNINGTON City Council in Melbourne is fed up with developers and property owners 
felling or damaging trees without approval, local media reports. The Council plans to 
introduce substantial bonds to try to protect trees next year. The money would only be 
returned if the significant trees on a site were left as they were. Stonnington City 
Council takes in Toorak, Kooyong, South Yarra, Windsor, Prahran, Armadale, Malvern, 
Malvern East and Glen Iris. “There are just too many significant, mature trees in the inner 
city that are being lost, so we want to provide more of a guarantee that they will be protected 
and preserved where agreed upon,” Stonnington mayor Steve Stefanopoulos said. 

THE ROLE of Local Government in a digital world is the theme of Municipal Association of 
Victoria’s upcoming Transformers conference, local media reports. The event will be held at 
Kardinia Park, Geelong, from 18 to 21 March and will bring together expert speakers from 
around the world to discuss current technology trends, the digital maturity of councils, their 
challenges, the requirements of their communities and how to meet them. 

NBN Co has announced “a new monthly report to track service and quality improvements on 
the nbn broadband access network. “It includes details such as the number of homes and 
businesses on a 50mbps (download) wholesale speed plan or higher, installations completed 
right the first time and average number of faults.” NBN Co says the rollout of the nbn access 
network was more than halfway built and one in three Australian homes and businesses are 
already connected. The rollout is expected to be completed in 2020. 
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Information Bulletin Page 
Information Items from Human Resource Management                                                                               HR1 
 
1.1 EMPLOYEE MOVEMENTS 
 

New Staff: 

• Waste Engineer – 21/03/2018 

 

Staff Leaving: 

•    Library Clerk – 20/03/2018 

•    Manager Civil Works – 21/03/2018 

•    Manager Community Facilities Planning – 30/03/2018 

•    Executive Manager Technical Services – Glyn Davies - 05/04/2018 

•    Admin Officer Depot – WH&S – 06/04/2018 

•    Applications Support Officer – 13/04/2018 

 

Other Staff Movements (Internal): 

• Statutory Planning Officer promoted to Senior Statutory Planning Officer – 7/3/2018 

 

Current Recruitment Activity: 

• Rates Officer x 2 positions – Recruitment Progressing 

• Business Improvement Officer – Recruitment Progressing 

• Technical Officer Civil Works – Recruitment Progressing 

• Irrigation Fitter – Recruitment Progressing 

• Parks Maintenance Operator – Recruitment Progressing 

• Records Officer – Recruitment Progressing 

• Community Facilities Officer (Agreements) –Recruitment Progressing 

• Electrical Worker (Casual) – Closing 28/03/2018 
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TECHNICAL SERVICES COMMITTEE REPORT ON OUTSTANDING MATTERS 

ITEM 
REFERRING 
COMMITTEE 

COMMENTS 

Ordinary Council Meeting of Monday, 
12 February 2018: 
Matters for Referral – Cr J Munn 
 
“That the matter of Landfill Levy Charges for 
Hopkinson Road Landfill be referred to the 
Technical Services Committee.” 

Technical 
Services 

Report was presented at the 7 March 
2018 Technical Services Committee 
Meeting (T22/03/18) and subsequently at 
the Ordinary Council Meeting of 
12 March 2018. 

Ordinary Council Meeting of Monday, 
12 February 2018: 
Matters for Referral – Cr C Wielinga 
 
“That the matter of a Council report on the final 
design and cost breakdown of the Champion 
Centre and Seville Grove Library 
Redevelopment be referred to the Technical 
Services Committee.” 

Technical 
Services 

Report was presented at the 7 March 
2018 Technical Services Committee 
Meeting (T21/03/18) and subsequently at 
the Ordinary Council Meeting of 12 
March 2018. 

Ordinary Council Meeting of Monday, 
12 February 2018: 
Matters for Referral – Cr G Nixon 
 
“That the matter of Trackless Trams through the 
City of Armadale be referred to the Technical 
Services Committee.” 

Technical 
Services 

Report was presented at the 7 March 
2018 Technical Services Committee 
Meeting (T20/03/18) and subsequently at 
the Ordinary Council Meeting of 
12 March 2018. 

Ordinary Council Meeting of Monday, 
12 February 2018: 
Matters for Referral – Cr R Butterfield 
 
“That the matter of identification of sites for 
informal use as BMX or pump tracks throughout 
the City of Armadale be referred to the Technical 
Services Committee.” 

Technical 
Services 

Report anticipated to be presented at a 
future Technical Services Committee 
Meeting. 

Ordinary Council Meeting of Monday 
26 February 2018: 
Matters for Referral – Cr J Munn 
 
“That the matter of footpaths being aligned on 
kerb side and the progress with developers in 
relation to this be referred to the Technical 
Services Committee.” 

Technical 
Services 

Report anticipated to be presented at the 
16 April 2018 Technical Services 
Committee Meeting. 

Ordinary Council Meeting of Monday 
26 February 2018: 
Matters for Referral – Cr J Munn 
 
“That the matter of lack of parking bays in the 
intensely developed areas be reviewed and 
referred to the Technical Services Committee.” 

Technical 
Services 

Report anticipated to be presented at the 
16 April 2018 Technical Services 
Committee Meeting. 

Ordinary Council Meeting of Monday 
26 February 2018: 
Matters for Referral – Cr M Geary 
 
“That the matter of the management and 
maintenance of untended verges and open spaces 
be referred to the Technical Services 
Committee.” 

Technical 
Services 

Report anticipated to be presented at the 
16 April 2018 Technical Services 
Committee Meeting. 
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TECHNICAL SERVICES COMMITTEE REPORT ON OUTSTANDING MATTERS 

ITEM 
REFERRING 
COMMITTEE 

COMMENTS 

Ordinary Council Meeting of Monday 
12 March 2018: 
Matters for Referral – Cr C Frost 
 
“That the matter of public transport for residents 
of Hilbert, Haynes and Forrestdale be referred 
to the Technical Services Committee.” 

Technical 
Services 

Report anticipated to be presented at the 
16 April 2018 Technical Services 
Committee Meeting. 
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TECHNICAL SERVICES DIRECTORATE 
Works Program – February 2018 – April 2018 

 
 
Department March 2018 April 2018 May 2018 
City Projects • Piara Waters (South) – construction wrapping up 

• Armadale Aquatic Centre redevelopment – 
construction continuing 

• Piara Waters (South-East) – advertise tender 
• Armadale District Hall – contract award 
 

• Armadale Aquatic Centre redevelopment – 
construction continuing 

• Piara Waters (South-East) – tender 
evaluation 

• Armadale District Hall – Contractor mobilisation 
 

• Armadale Aquatic Centre redevelopment – 
construction continuing 

• Piara Waters (South-East) – tender award 
• Armadale District Hall – construction continuing 
 

Civil Works Construction 
• Drainage modification works to Newhaven 

Estate 
• Road resurfacing works to Freeman Road 
• John Dunn Oval – Ring Road 

reconstruction works 
• John Dunn Oval – New Car Park 

installation 

Construction 
• Drainage modification works to Newhaven 

Estate 
• Asphalt Reseal to Railway Avenue – Third 

Avenue to Denny Avenue 
• Asphalt Reseal to Administration Centre 

carpark off Jull Street 
• Intersection modifications to Carradine 

Road and Carrawatha Avenue 
 

Construction 
• Drainage modification works to Newhaven 

Estate 
• Intersection Upgrade to Streich Avenue and 

Foster Road 

 Maintenance 
• Routine maintenance as per Program 
• Contract road sweeping 
• Car park and path sweeping 
• Footpath defects 
• Car park maintenance 
• Bridge preventive maintenance 
• V drains maintenance 
• Shoulder Maintenance 
 

Maintenance 
• Routine maintenance as per Program 
• Contract road sweeping 
• Car park and path sweeping 
• Footpath defects 
• Car park maintenance 
• Bridge routine maintenance 
• Shoulder and V drain Maintenance 
• Open drain and basin maintenance 
• Road patching and crack sealing 
 

Maintenance 
• Routine maintenance as per Program 
• Contract road sweeping 
• Car park and path sweeping 
• Footpath defects 
• Car park maintenance 
• Bridge routine maintenance 
• Shoulder and V drain Maintenance 
• Open drain and basin maintenance 
• Road patching and crack sealing 
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Department March 2018 April 2018 May 2018 
Engineering Design • Balannup Road service relocation (DCS) 

• Balannup/Ranford Road lighting upgrade (Black 
Spot) 

• Fourth Road power undergrounding and street 
lighting upgrade 

• Forrest Road upgrade – Eighth Road to Townley 
Street (MRRG) 

• Powell Crescent extension – Forrest Road to 
Tijuana Road (MRRG) 

• Lowanna Way drainage design 
• Observation Circle basin re-design 
• Concept designs for 2018/19 Project and 

Programme Identification sheets 
• Railway Avenue Principal Shared Path 15% 

design (DoT) 
• Preparation of Black Spot applications for 

2019/20 
 

• Balannup Road service relocation (DCS) 
• Balannup/Ranford Road lighting upgrade (Black 

Spot) 
• Fourth Road power undergrounding and street 

lighting upgrade 
• Forrest Road upgrade – Eighth Road to Townley 

Street (MRRG) 
• Powell Crescent extension – Forrest Road to 

Tijuana Road (MRRG) 
• Lowanna Way drainage design 
• Concept designs for 2018/19 Project and 

Programme Identification sheets 
• Preparation of Black Spot applications for 

2019/20 
• LATM concept designs for 2018/19 

• Balannup Road service relocation (DCS) 
• Balannup/Ranford Road lighting upgrade (Black 

Spot) 
• Fourth Road power undergrounding and street 

lighting upgrade 
• Forrest Road upgrade – Eighth Road to Townley 

Street (MRRG) 
• Powell Crescent extension – Forrest Road to 

Tijuana Road (MRRG) 
• Concept designs for 2018/19 Project and 

Programme Identification sheets 
• LATM concept designs for 2018/19 
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Department March 2018 April 2018 May 2018 
Parks - 
Development  

Design 
• Migrant Park landscaping tender 
• Piara South East DOS 
• Various project RFQs 
• Benbeculla fitness and play equipment 

upgrade 
• Various civil works design input 
• Wungong Urban Managed Aquifer 

Recharge Scheme Proposal 
• Turf and Water Strategy tender 

documentation 
• Cross Park hardcourt lighting tender 
 

Design 
• Migrant Park landscaping tender 
• Piara South East DOS 
• Various project RFQs 
• Various civil works design input 
• Wungong Urban Managed Aquifer 

Recharge Scheme Proposal 
• Newhaven POS drainage rectification 

works, Skeet Road, Columbia Parkwa and 
Erade Park 

 

Design 
• Migrant Park landscaping tender award 
• Alexwood Drive landscaping RFQ 
• Various project RFQs 
• Various civil works design input 
• Wungong Urban Managed Aquifer 

Recharge Scheme Proposal 
• Newhaven POS drainage rectification 

Works, Skeet Road, Columbia Parkway and 
Erade Park 

 

 Harrisdale/Piara Waters 
• Various landscape works submissions under 

review 
• Various landscape works in pre-handover 

period 
 

Harrisdale/Piara Waters 
• Various landscape works submissions under 

review 
• Various landscape works in pre-handover 

period 
 

Harrisdale/Piara Waters 
• Various landscape works submissions under 

review 
• Various landscape works in pre-handover 

period 
 

 Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority Area 
Works 

Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority Area 
Works 

Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority Area 
Works 

 Wungong 
• Various landscape works submissions under 

review 

Wungong 
• Various landscape works submissions under 

review 
 

Wungong 
• Various landscape works submissions under 

review 
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Department March 2018 April 2018 May 2018 
Parks - Development 
 

Capital 
• Various capital works projects 
• Master Plan implementation John Dunn Dog 

Park 
• Warton/Ranford/Skeet contract admin 
• Groundwater production bores - Cross Park 
• Warton/Ranford/Skeet Road landscaping 

contract admin 
• Erica Street upgrade POS Strategy Precinct G 
• Cross Park tennis hardcourt lighting 
• Cross Park cricket net relocation (RKCC) 
• Minnawarra dredge and landscape project 
• Sanctuary Park pathway lighting 
• Balannup Drain landscaping hardworks 
• Piara Waters oval chainmesh fencing 
• Skeet Road drainage rect (median 

landscaping) 
 

Capital 
• Various capital works projects 
• Master Plan implementation John Dunn Dog 

Park 
• Warton/Ranford/Skeet contract admin 
• Groundwater production bores - Cross Park 
• Warton/Ranford/Skeet Rd landscaping 

contract admin 
• Erica Street upgrade POS Strategy Precinct G 
• Cross Park tennis hardcourt lighting 
• Cross Park cricket net relocation (RKCC) 
• Minnawarra Park dredge and landscape 

project 
• Sanctuary Park pathway lighting 
• Balannup Drain landscaping hardworks 
• Memorial Park playground upgrade 
• Skeet Rd drainage rect (median landscaping) 
• Columbia Parkway drainage rect 

(landscaping) 
• Municipal signage 
 

Capital 
• Various capital works projects 
• Master Plan implementation John Dunn Dog 

Park 
• Warton/Ranford/Skeet contract admin 
• Groundwater production bores - Cross Park 
• Warton/Ranford/Skeet Road landscaping 

contract admin 
• Erica Street upgrade POS Strategy Precinct G 
• Cross Park tennis hardcourt lighting 
• Cross Park cricket net relocation (RKCC) 
• Minnawarra Park dredge and landscape 

project 
• Sanctuary Park pathway lighting 
• Balannup Drain landscaping hardworks 
• Memorial Park playground upgrade 
• Columbia Parkway drainage rect (l/scaping) 
• Municipal signage 
 

Parks Operations Maintenance 
• Contract landscape maintenance 
• Contract play space maintenance 
• Scheduled mowing and general maintenance 
• Irrigation maintenance 
• Bushland maintenance 
• Civic precinct maintenance 
• Contract new estate maintenance 
• Contract streetscape maintenance 
• Customer requests 
• Contract barbecue cleaning 
• Contract street tree maintenance 
• Urban Forest plantings maintenance and 

watering 
• Bridge and boardwalk upgrade 
 

Maintenance 
• Contract landscape maintenance 
• Contract play space maintenance 
• Scheduled mowing and general maintenance 
• Irrigation maintenance 
• Bushland maintenance 
• Civic precinct maintenance 
• Contract new estate maintenance 
• Contract streetscape maintenance 
• Customer requests 
• Contract barbecue cleaning 
• Contract street tree maintenance 
• Urban Forest plantings maintenance and 

watering 
• Bridge and boardwalk upgrade 
 

Maintenance 
• Contract landscape maintenance 
• Contract play space maintenance 
• Scheduled mowing and general maintenance 
• Irrigation maintenance 
• Bushland maintenance 
• Civic precinct maintenance 
• Contract new estate maintenance 
• Contract streetscape maintenance 
• Customer requests 
• Contract barbecue cleaning 
• Contract street tree maintenance 
• Urban Forest plantings maintenance and 

watering 
• Bridge and boardwalk upgrade 
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Department March 2018 April 2018 May 2018 
Property 
Management 

Design 
• Champion Center POS application/design 

Design 
• Champion Centre works commenced 

Design 
• Champion Centre works commenced 
 

 New Works 
• Armadale Tennis Club and surrounding 

buildings power upgrade from sub-station, 
electrical consultant to liaise with Western 
Power 

• Landfill site rectification works to 
commence 

• Armadale Tennis Club – asbestos removal – 
eaves 

 

New Works 
• Armadale Tennis Club and surrounding 

buildings power upgrade from sub-station, 
electrical consultant to liaise with Western 
Power 

• Landfill site rectification works to 
commence 

• Armadale Tennis Club – asbestos removal – 
eaves conclude 

 

New Works 
• Buildings power upgrade from sub-station, 

electrical consultant to liaise with Western 
Power 

• Landfill site rectification works to 
commence 

 

 Upgrade 
• AC Main Admin Building – works 

programmed 
 

Upgrade 
• AC Main Admin Building – works 

programmed award of tender 
 

Upgrade 
• AC Main Admin Building – works 

programmed award of tender 
 

 Maintenance 
• Programmed maintenance works continue in 

all of the City’s buildings, and include: 
o Electrical Safety Program 
o Air conditioning maintenance – monthly 
o Alarm change overs – domestic to 

commercial 4G units various sites 
o Fire services maintenance in various sites 
o Asbestos register/monitoring 

• Building Condition Reports 
• Finalise Bakers House floor repairs 
• Development of outgoings capture template 
 

Maintenance 
• Programmed maintenance works continue 

in all of the City’s buildings, and include: 
o Electrical Safety Program 
o Air conditioning maintenance – monthly 
o Alarm change overs – domestic to 

commercial 4G units various sites 
o Fire services maintenance in various sites 
o Asbestos register/monitoring 

• Building Condition Reports 
• Development of outgoings capture template 

draft 
• Bakers House floor rectification works – 

flooding repairs main hall and foyer 
conclude 

 

Maintenance 
• Programmed maintenance works continue in 

all of the City’s buildings, and include: 
o Electrical Safety Program 
o Air conditioning maintenance – monthly 
o Alarm change overs – domestic to 

commercial 4G units various sites 
o Fire services maintenance in various sites 
o Asbestos register/monitoring 

• Building Condition Reports 
• Development of outgoings capture template 

for comment 
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Department March 2018 April 2018 May 2018 
Subdivisional 
Development 

Strategic Referrals 
• Precinct C Lake Road SP 
• Cell H Wungong 
• Cell G Wungong 
• Anstey Road SP 
 
DCU Referrals - 14 off 

Strategic Referrals 
• Precinct C Lake Road SP 
• Cell H Wungong 
• Cell G Wungong 
• Anstey Road SP 
 
DCU Referrals - 14 off 
 

Strategic Referrals 
• Cell H Wungong 
• Cell G Wungong 
• Anstey Road SP 
 
DCU Referrals - 14 off 

 Water Management 
• Forrestdale Business Park West UWMP 
• Precinct F WMP (hold) 

Water Management 
• Forrestdale Business Park West UWMP 
• Precinct F WMP (hold) 
• Avenues Stage 9-21 

Water Management 
• Forrestdale Business Park West UWMP 
• Precinct F WMP (hold) 
• Avenues Stage 9-21 
 

 Civil Works Assessment 
• Lot 30 Armadale Road 
• Forrestdale Business Park West (waiting for 

UWMP) 
• Spring Time Riverside Stage 5 

Civil Works Assessment 
• Lot 30 Armadale Road 
• Lot 95039505 Ranford 
• Kamarra Stage 2 
• Lot 21 Eleventh 
• Mason green Stage 8 
 

Civil Works Assessment 
• Lot 95039505 Ranford 
• Kamarra Stage 2 
• Mason green Stage 8 
• Heron Park Stage 27 
 

 Civil Construction 
• Mason Green 6B and7 
• The Avenues Stage 6 
• Springtime 3c and 4 
• Karmara Stage2 
 

Civil Construction 
• Newhaven Grove Stage 9 
• Mason Green Stage8 
• The Avenues Stage 6 
• Karmara Stage2 
• Springtime 3c and 4 
• Karmara Stage2 
• Newhaven Stage 16 
 

Civil Construction 
• Newhaven Grove Stage 9 
• Mason Green Stage8 
• The Avenues Stage 6 
• Springtime 3c and 4 
• Karmara Stage2 
• Newhaven Stage 16 
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EVENTS CALENDAR – FEBRUARY - MARCH 2018 
Name of Event Venue Date  
Movies in the Park Various 24 March - 14 April 2018 
Armadale Arts Festival  11-27 May 
Minnawarra Art Awards Opening  
Night 

The Greendale 
Centre 

11 May 2018 

Minnawarra Art Awards Exhibition The Greendale 
Centre 

12-27 May 2018 

 
 
 

LIBRARY UPCOMING EVENTS – MARCH – APRIL 2018 
Name of Event Venue Date  
Astronomy with Chris Marr 2 – 3pm 21 March 
Chatting with Louise Allan 10.30 – 11.30am 6 April 
Cacti and Succulents with Bob Hunter 2 – 3pm 10 April 
Baby Sensory Fun 10 - 11am 13 April 
Positively Psychic with Judith K – Dream Interpretation 10.30 – 11.30am 13 April 
Pompom Pets 10 – 11.30am 17 April 
Andy Jones – Raps, rhymes and putrid poetry 2 – 3pm 17 April 
Disposal of the Dead 1 – 4pm 18 April 
Hotdog Books Competition 2 – 3.30pm 20 April 
Forensic Facial Reconstruction 1 – 4pm 23 April 
Crafternoon 2 – 3pm 23 April 
Lego at the Library 10 – 11am 27 April 
Jack deVos: Retrospective Exhibition - Ongoing until 

April 
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COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE 
REPORT ON OUTSTANDING MATTERS 

ITEM DEPT. ACTION/STATUS 
Investigation of Assistance Walks for 
Disabled Persons in Natural Environment 
(Refer Item 5.2 of Committee Services 
Committee Meeting 4 April 2017) 
That the matter be referred to the relevant 
Directorate for action and/or report to the 
appropriate Committee 
(Cr Stewart) 

Community 
Development 

Councillor Item currently being 
investigated 

Homelessness in the Community 
(Matters for referral – Council Meeting 27 
November 2017) 
That the matter of the growing number of 
homeless people and beggars within the City’s 
town centres be referred to the Community 
Services Committee. 
(Cr R Butterfield) 

   
 

Community 
Development Awaiting Councillor comment. 

Roleystone Gymnastics Club 
(Matters for referral – Council Meeting 29 
January 2018 ) 
That the matter of inclusion of the Roleystone 
Gymnastics Club at the Springdale Reserve be 
referred to the Community Services 
Committee. 
(Cr C Wielinga) Community 

Development 

Resolved at 6 March 
Community Services 
Committee Meeting. 
RECOMMEND C10/3/18 
That Council note that officers 
are in discussion with the 
Roleystone Gymnastics Club 
regarding their future 
development and venue 
requirements, which includes 
Springdale Reserve as a 
possible option, and request a 
progress update within six 
months. 
Moved Cr C M Wielinga 
MOTION CARRIED (7/0) 

Roleystone Men’s Shed 
(Matters for referral – Council Meeting 12 
February 2018 ) 
That the matter of a review of the Springdale 
Master Plan to include the Roleystone Men’s 
Shed in an existing clear area if possible be 
referred to the Community Services 
Committee. 
(Cr C Wielinga) 
 
 
 

Community 
Development 

Resolved at 6 March 
Community Services 
Committee Meeting. 
RECOMMEND C5/3/18 
That Council notes the actions 
being undertaken in relation to 
the Roleystone Men’s Shed and 
Springdale Reserve as a 
possible location. 
Moved Cr C M Wielinga 
MOTION CARRIED (7/0) 
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COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE 
REPORT ON OUTSTANDING MATTERS 

ITEM DEPT. ACTION/STATUS 
Key Priorities in Relation to Social 
Disadvantage 
(Matters for referral – Council Meeting 12 
February 2018 ) 
That the matter of key priorities in relation to 
social disadvantage be referred to the 
Community Services Committee. 
(Cr C Wielinga) 

Community 
Planning  

Resolved at 6 March 
Community Services 
Committee Meeting. 
RECOMMEND C11/3/18 
That Council notes the actions 
being undertaken as detailed in 
the Officers Comment. 
Moved Cr C M Wielinga 
MOTION CARRIED (7/0) 
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COMMUNITY PLANNING 
 
Planning for community facilities and services in the City’s established and growth areas, 
involving; 
 

 Social planning – determining community need and evidence for grants 
 Community facilities planning 
 Financial Modelling and managing external grants  
 Aligning/coordinating internal and external stakeholders 

 
COMMUNITY PLANNING PROJECT UPDATES 

MASTER PLAN PROJECTS 
PROJECT STATUS 

Cross Park Pavilion Feasibility 
Study 

 CSRFF grant not approved. 
 CSRFF grant application will be re-submitted in 

September 2018. 

Forrestdale Hub Feasibility 
Study 

 Community consultation workshops held in August 
2017. 

 Interim report to Council – February 2018. 
John Dunn Memorial Park 
BMX Facility Feasibility 
Study  

 To be undertaken in first half of 2018. 
 

Creyk Park Pavilion Upgrade 
Feasibility 

 To be undertaken in first half of 2018. 

Roleystone Men’s Shed  Roleystone Men’s Shed groups proposal for 
alternative location at Springdale Reserve is currently 
being investigated 

COMMUNITY PLANNING PROJECT UPDATES 
OTHER COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS 

PROJECT STATUS 
Performing Arts Facility Needs 
Assessment 

 Initial consultation completed. 
 Council Briefing held 29 January 2018. 
 Report to Community Services Committee April 2018. 

  



Information Bulletin – Issue No. 5/2018  Page C-5 
Information Items from the Community Services Directorate 
 

COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE EXTERNAL GRANTS SCHEDULE 
EXTERNAL GRANTS SCHEDULE (as at 12.3.18) 

Project Lead Department - 
Construction 

Funding 
Source 

Grant 
Amount 

Sought($) 
Status 

Armadale District Hall 
Upgrade City Projects Lotterywest 1,000,000 Notification of outcome 

in December 2016 
Greendale Centre 
Upgrade Property Lotterywest 1,550,000 Grant being actively 

managed 
Harrisdale East 
Pavilion City Projects DSR (CSRFF) 800,000 Grant being actively 

managed 
Piara South Playing 
Field & Pavilion City Projects DSR (CSRFF) 500,000 Grant being actively 

managed 
Indoor Aquatic Centre 

City Projects 
NSRF (National 

Stronger 
Regions Fund) 

10,000,000 Grant being actively 
managed 

Indoor Aquatic Centre 
City Projects DSR (CSRFF) 1,000,000 Grant being actively 

managed 

Golf Course Upgrade 
Parks DSR (CSRFF) 315,590 Grant being actively 

managed 
Lighting Upgrade 
 
- Gwynne Park 
- John Dunn 
- William Skeet 

Parks DSR (CSRFF) 550,000 John Dunn and Gwynne 
Park works completed 

Seville Grove 
Library/Champion 
Centre 

Property Services Lotterywest 4,060,000 Grant confirmed 

Cross Park Cricket and 
Netball Pavilion Property Services DSR (CSRFF) 430,000 

Grant application to be 
resubmitted in September 
2018 
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SOCIAL PLANNING 
 
Social Planning provides research and analysis for social infrastructure required by the City’s 
growing and rapidly changing communities.  
 
Social Planning is currently; 
 

 Developing a stakeholder engagement toolbox  
 Developing a standardised needs assessment process for social planning 
 Providing research component for several Community Service’s projects  

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 

1. Community Development Department Overview 
 
The Community Development Department aims to build a safe, healthy and connected 
community through the facilitation of community programs and services. 
 
This includes four areas of focus: 
 

 Places Activation 
 Partnerships 
 Community Engagement 
 Capacity Building 

 
The Community Development Department comprises the following teams: 
 

 Community Development 
 Indigenous Development 
 Arts and Major Events 
 Volunteer Services  
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2.1  Youth 

 
Targeted Participation Program Funding Grant Application  
The CDO – Youth and Club Development Officers have applied for a $9,760 grant through the 
Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries’ Targeted Participation Program 
funding. If successful, the grant will go towards further developing the existing successful Night 
Fields program which provides free sporting and youth engagement opportunities for local 
children and young people through community partnerships.  The funding will see State Sporting 
Associations mentoring the City of Armadale’s local sporting clubs to build their capacity and 
equip them with different skills, allowing them to take over running Night Fields in future, to see 
the continuation of the outcome- based program. The funding would also contribute to reducing 
barriers for participation by providing community bus transport for young people. Application 
outcomes are advised by May. 

 
Night Fields Armadale 
The Night Fields program has continued to grow in momentum with 75 young people attending 
the first two sessions and a further four sessions scheduled on 1, 8, 15 and 22 March.  The 
program takes a collaborative approach with YMCA, WA Police, Mission Australia, headspace 
Armadale, Save the Children, Little Athletics WA, WA Football Commission and Netball WA, 
partnering. This term’s program has seen YMCA, Save the Children and Mission Australia 
further commit to the project by providing transport for their existing service’s participants to 
and from Night Fields, in addition to providing youth work support. All youth agencies have had 
referrals to their programs as a direct result of their involvement in Night Fields. Several local 
sporting clubs have also had referrals to their clubs as a direct result of Night Fields. 
 
King of the Hill Skate & Scooter Series Competition 
The City hosted the first qualifier and is set to host the grand final of the King of the Hill Skate 
and Scooter Series for 2018. The project is collaboration between the cities of Armadale, 
Belmont, f Gosnells, Canning and headspace Armadale. The series aims to reduce stigma and 
raise awareness of mental health in young males. The second qualifier took place on Saturday 3 
March from 5 – 9pm at Roleystone Skate Park and saw more than 120 people in attendance, 42 
of which were young competitors in the competition. The final will take place on Saturday 24 
March from 5 – 9pm Roleystone Skate Park. Last year’s event saw an increase in young male 
referrals to headspace services. 

2. Community Development Team - Project Updates 
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Skate Clinics 
There will be two final skate clinics for the summer season, to take place at Forrestdale Skate 
Park on 22 March and 8 April. The City contracts Skateboarding WA to deliver these free 
clinics, activating our local skate parks, for all abilities, ages and skill levels.  
 
Assistance to schools 
The City has provided development assistance to the City’s major high schools this month. This 
involved: 

 Assisting Armadale SHS (ASHS) to develop an ongoing bullying, resilience and 
anti-violence plan based on support services coordinated through the Armadale 
Youth Network.  

 Connecting ASHS with South Metro TAFE and Mission Australia to directly support 
a rise in physical violence in the school during lunch breaks. SM TAFE student 
youth workers will now be creating and delivering engagement programs in lunch 
periods – solving with the aim of reducing violence, in addition to addressing criteria 
required for their tertiary studies. Mission Australia has also now added the school to 
their outreach case load. 

 Connected ASHS with youth accommodation services in direct response to a rise in 
homeless students. 

 Assisting Cecil Andrews College in the public event application process to create a 
community youth event in October. 
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Artbeat Youth Fest | WA Youth Week event 
The City is partnering with the Armadale Youth Network partner agencies to deliver the annual 
National Youth Week event on Saturday 14 April, from 11 – 3pm in Jull Street Mall. The theme 
for WA Youth Week is ‘Illuminate – Djoondal Djoomba,’ related to Aboriginal dream time 
stories. The partnering agencies have commenced planning for the event which will involve 
youth guidance and design in addition to up-skilling workshops, entertainment, agency stalls and 
activities. 
 
2.2 Positive Aging 

 
Positive Ageing Sessions 
The City’s Positive Ageing Sessions are held on the first Wednesday of every month (excluding 
January) at the Armadale Library between 1.30 -4pm. The Positive Ageing Sessions 
recommenced on the 7 February.  
Topics hosted were ‘Not many people know that!’ by a representative from the City of Armadale 
Historic Museum and ‘Let’s talk about Carers’ by a representative from Carers WA. Thirty two 
people attended Positive Ageing Sessions were also hosted on Wednesday 7 March.  
The topics hosted were ‘Ageing in the real world’ by Naturopath Kacey Grieves discussing the 
main effects of ageing and how to combat these efficiently and ‘East Metropolitan Health 
Services – An overview’ informing community the services available at the health service. 40 
people attended. 
The next Positive Ageing Sessions will be hosted on Wednesday 4 April. Topics will include 
‘Where will you be at 73? Right sizing in retirement’ and ‘Understanding the rights and 
obligations of retirement village living’ presented by a representative from the Seniors Housing 
Advisory Centre, a branch from Consumer Protection. 
 
Carer Wellbeing Workshops 
The City in partnership with ‘Carers Australia WA’ has been providing a series of workshops in 
the community aimed at assisting carers. Each workshop focuses on ways to increase the 
wellbeing and confidence of carers and upon completing the series of workshops, carers will 
have created their own individual wellbeing goals and have practiced skills in communication, 
resilience and balancing care with self-care. The City is continuing with this partnership in 2018 
hosting four workshops at the Kelmscott Library. 
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The workshops are:  

 ‘State of Mind’ Wednesday 14th March, 12.30 to 3.30pm 
 ‘Compassion Fatigue’ Wednesday 18th April, 12.30 to 3.30pm 
 ‘Agent of Change’ Wednesday 16th May, 12.30-3.30pm 
 ‘Grief and You’ Wednesday 20th June, 12.30 to 3.30pm. 

 
Diabetes WA Information Sessions 
The City in Partnership with Diabetes WA will host two information sessions, ‘Connect with 
Diabetes’, in Armadale. 
The first information session took place at the Harold King Community Centre, Thursday 1 
March between 9.30am to 12noon. There were 57 attendees with several attendees booking into 
future Diabetes WA workshops to further their knowledge and in controlling their diabetes. 
These are being held in Armadale until July and hoping to secure them in the second half of this 
year. The next information session is intended to be hosted in August. 
 
Bladder and Bowel Forum 
The City has partnered with Juniper Community to host a free Bladder and Bowel Health Forum 
at Frye Park Pavilion on Wednesday 21 March between 10.30am to 2.30pm. This forum was 
made possible through a grant from Continence Foundation of Australia.  
Professional health experts will give practical advice and help on continence tips, treatment aids 
and financial assistance, diet and wellness, exercises for pelvic floor and more. A light lunch will 
be provided. 
 
  



Information Bulletin – Issue No. 5/2018  Page C-11 
Information Items from the Community Services Directorate 
 
2.3 Access and Inclusion 

 
Club Abilities Project - Disability Access and Inclusion Plan 2016-2021 (DAIP) 
Outcome 1.2 Update 

The City has partnered with Inclusion Solutions through a $47,000 grant to build capacity of 
community groups and clubs to include people with disability and mental health issues into 
existing structures/programs. A steering group was identified to oversee the project and meets on 
a regular basis. Memberships of this group includes; the City, Inclusion Solutions, local clubs, 
and people with disability. The proposed timeframe for the project was from March 2017 – 
March 2018. To date, 18 clubs/groups have been identified. The Steering Group is in the process 
of organising a community day for the 17 March 2018. 
 
2.4 Community Partnerships 

 
Writing Successful Grants & Acquittals 
The City offered community groups and non-profits the opportunity to participate in one of two 
free workshops focusing on developing grant and acquittal writing skills. Both workshops were 
held on 27 February 2018 in the Function Room. 

The half-day session was attended by 24 participants from the following organisations: 

 YouthCare 
 Madiworks 
 Armadale Society of Artists 
 Kaarakin 
 Minnawarra House 
 Headspace 
 Kelmscott Agricultural Society 
 Headspace 
 Crossways 
 City of Armadale 

 
The evening session was attended by 26 participants from the following organisations: 
 

 POOPS (Pets of Older Persons) 
 Kaarakin 
 Bungadore Park Environmental Group 
 Classic Sounds Orchestra 
 Forrestdale Sporting Association 
 Toast Masters - Armadale  
 Wildflower Society 
 The Underground Collaborative 
 Armadale Soccer Club 
 Christian Football Association 
 Byford Little Athletics 
 City of Armadale 
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Writing grants is an essential skill for those working in the community sector and many 
organisations depend on various grants to deliver crucial projects and activities.  In these 
workshops presenter Jenny Gleeson, from Lifeworx, guided community groups on how to 
successfully address funding criteria and meet the requirements of the acquittal process. 

2.5 Community Arts and Cultural Development 

ARC Artist Retail Collective Armadale, Jull St Mall 
The Artist Retail Collective Armadale will to commence the fit-out process at the Gallery and the 
Teahouse Café located in Jull Street on 7 March 2018. It is anticipated both venues will open in 
April 2018, with the exact date to be confirmed. 
 
Heron Park Harmony Festival, re-scheduled to Sunday 20 May 2018 
Due to the urgent maintenance requirements of Bakers House in Harrisdale for two months, the 
Heron Park Harmony Festival has been re-scheduled for Sunday 20 May 2018 11am-4pm.  
There are numerous multicultural community groups volunteering to assist with the planning and 
coordination of the event including the Sri Lankan Cultural Society of WA, Sikh Association, 
Indian Temple of Fine Arts, Piara Punjab Club, Gavin Tuatahi Grace (Art Vs Depression), 
Harrisdale Primary School and Satterley Property Group. The festival attracts between 3,000-
4,000 people, mostly local residents, and features multicultural entertainment, cuisine, kids’ 
activities and art exhibitions. 
 

 
3.1 Volunteer Services 
 
During February 2018, Armadale Volunteer Services presented three, Step into Volunteering 
sessions. “Step into Volunteering” workshops are suitable for people wanting to start 
volunteering but not sure how to get started. Two of these presentations were conducted at the 
Armadale TAFE and one at the Armadale library with 66 people in total attending these sessions. 

Partnerships to deliver training in 2018 have been identified and Armadale Volunteer Services 
will continue its valuable partnership to deliver training for volunteer managers with the City of 
Gosnells and also partner with Rise Network to deliver training to existing volunteers. 

The first training session for volunteer managers will be held on 20 March. Dr Judy Esmond, a 
leading international expert, will present Volunteer Recruitment and Volunteer Management 
Success – Part 1.  

In this action-packed workshop Judy will discuss the very best strategies, tips and techniques to 
make volunteer recruitment and programs an outstanding success. 

  

3. Volunteer Services Updates 
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Tips and techniques to recruit and retain volunteers will include: 

 How to find organisations Unique Selling Proposition (USP) to attract more even 
volunteers ; 

 From passive to active - the most powerful and least used techniques for recruiting 
more volunteers ; 

 Using the 'Three Strikes and You're In' model for recruitment success ; 
 Five strategies that will get more people reading your volunteer recruitment material; 
 The three models that will transform how you recruit all future volunteers; 
 Using the 80/20 rule in action to increase your effectiveness - giving you back time. 

 
This training session will be held at Forrestdale Hall. 
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RECREATION SERVICES 
 

1. Recreation Services Department Overview 
 
The Recreation Services Team aims to build a safe, healthy and connected community through: 
 

 Facility Management 
 Capacity Building 
 Health and Wellbeing Programs 
 Service Delivery 

 

2. Recreation Services Team – Project Updates 
 
2.1 Armadale Aquatic Centre Redevelopment 

 
A number of key plans for the operations of the new Aquatic Centre are now in the final 
consultation phase, including the Aquatic Centre Business Plan, Workforce Plan and the 
Communications and Marketing Plan. These plans focus on the Centre business model, programs 
and services and staffing structures for the new centre. In addition to this, work has commenced 
on the Armadale Arena Feasibility study, which will consider programs and services currently on 
offer at the Arena and provide recommendations as to how the centre may operate, post 
development of the Aquatic Centre. 

 
3.1 Club Development  

 
KidSport Update 
The fee assistance program has started the year strong with the changes not impacting the 
number of applications the City is receiving. Historically, February applications account for 
almost 25% of the overall total for the year. With 348 applications this February we can expect 
to approve 1,400 applications in 2018 – an increase of 20% from 2017.  
 
Club Development Workshops 
 
Social Inclusion & Disability Awareness 
Inclusion Solutions, in partnership with the City of Armadale, hosted a Social Inclusion and 
Disability Awareness Workshop on the evening of Monday 26 February for clubs involved in the 
Club Abilities Program. Content from the workshop was around discovering the key principles 
of social inclusion and disability awareness, including terminology and the right use of language, 
an introduction to a person centred approach and the three tiers of inclusion. Fifteen individuals 
representing eight different sporting clubs attended the night.  
  

3. Other Activities 
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3.2 Community Facilities 
 
Bakers House Relocation 
Bakers House has been closed for unexpected maintenance from 6 March – 29 April 2018. 
Officers have relocated 113 bookings for 12 Regular Hirers and 10 Casual Hire bookings for 
functions such as Engagements, Christenings and Birthdays.  

 4 Casual Hirers decided to cancel due to unsuitable alternative venues.  
 One Regular Hirer has split a full day booking (8am – 4.30pm) between 3 different 

facilities for the day – Piara Waters Pavilion, Harrisdale Pavilion and Forrestdale 
Hall.  

 
Relocation of Groups in other Community Facilities 
The last five months has seen a number of facilities close for upgrades, Bakers House for two 
months for floor replacement through to Armadale Hall for major renovations.  With over 70 
regular users of the City’s facilities the Community Facilities Officers have relocated 57% of 
groups to an alternate facility in this time, with an average of 52 bookings a week affected.  
 

Facility Closed Groups 
Affected 

Bookings 
affected/week Notes 

Armadale 
Hall 

Jan-18 13 15 
Includes Greendale Centre 

regular user groups 

Kelmscott 
Hall 

Oct-17 6 8 
Though reopened, CFO’s had 
done inductions at alternate 

facilities 

Bakers House Mar-18 14 19 
Does not include Child 

Health Nurse MOU for 3 
rooms 

Harold King Dec-17 8 10 
Only partially closed for hire  
– Champion Centre relocation 

 
Casual Hire Statistics February 2018 

February has seen another increase in casual bookings compared to 2017. There have been a total 
of 13 additional bookings – 48% increase. Harrisdale Pavilion, Piara Waters Pavilion and Bakers 
House accommodated 50% of the casual bookings for the month. There is an increasing demand 
for use of the facilities in these areas which will continue to grow with the opening of Rossiter 
Pavilion later this year. 
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3.3 Armadale Arena 
 
Yoga in the Park 
Early morning yoga sessions in the park is always a hit with early risers.  Through the support of the  
City of Armadale health department, we have also been able to offer afternoon sesssions in the park and 
the response from community members has been extremely positive with the average attendance of 42 
people per session.  This year, the yoga sessions were relocated to Memorial Park on Jull street, which is 
a great central location to run programs like these. There’s two more sessions to go in March! 
 

 
 
 
Living Longer Living Stronger (formerly known as STAR fitness) 
The number of seniors attending Living Longer Living Stronger (or STAR group fitness) has steadily 
increased since the launch of the program.  An increase in numbers can be attributed to; focused 
promotions, word of mouth, doctor’s refferal and community engagement.  LLLS is an evidence based 
progressive strength program designed specifically for the over 50’s in Western Australia. 
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LIBRARY SERVICES 
 
1. Library Services Overview 

 
The Library Services Department provides libraries for leisure, pleasure, inspiration and lifelong 
learning. 
 
Libraries Service Offering: 
 

 Literacy 
 Learning 
 Creative, cultural 
 Technology awareness, digital literacy 

 
1. Statistical Performance Indicators February 2018 

 
The Library Department’s statistical performance indicators report for the month of February, 
2018, is listed below for each of the City’s libraries. 
 
Although overall library usage remains significantly reduced, the confidence and goodwill of 
computer users is slowly being restored and usage figures for February show a continued 
increase on previous months.  
 

Statistics 
February 2018 

Armadale Kelmscott Seville Grove Online 

Hours of operation 264 192 192  
Visitors (door 
counter) 

16899 5596 3939  

New members 195 49 40  
Current members 17526 5499 4600  
Issues (i.e. Loans) 10607 5307 4947 2078 
Reference enquiries 1864 915 1027  
Volunteers/hours 8/14 3/8 -/-  
PCRes sessions 1867 643 548  
Wifi usage 1797 427 411  
Selfcheck loans 5188 710 834  
      
Website/Catalogue 
visits 

4248/2315    

Stock 
added/deleted 

 2152/1878   

Community 
engagement 
sessions/attendance 

45/863    
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2. Activities and community information sessions 

 
48 sessions, both regular and special were held during the month. A total of 952 people 
participated in these activities. 
  
In any month regular sessions could include: story time, Baby Rhyme Time, school holiday 
programs, English conversation classes, reading & writing groups, computer training sessions, 
3D printing workshops, games mornings and the Men’s Social Group.  
Special sessions could include: workshops, author talks, workshops, presentations, 
demonstrations, specialist programs, and community information sessions.  
 
14 children, teachers, parents, or community members were reached through one external visit to 
schools, childcare centres, and community facilities or events.  
 
For adults and seniors: 
 
Workshops and presentations 
 
Topic: The Manse: more than a restaurant 
Presenter: Jeff Green 
Date: Monday 26 February 
Venue: Armadale Library  
No. attending: 38 
 
 
Jeff Green’s talk about the building now known as the Manse Restaurant was well received by 
the audience of 38 people. There were many familiar “local” faces in the audience and many new 
faces indicating that there is a strong interest in the history of the district and its buildings. 
 
Jeff is a direct descendent of Thomas Saw who donated land for the Congregational Church and 
the Armadale Primary School. As a consequence, he had a lot of information to share about what 
was once the local minister’s home. Although at times he meandered away from the main topic, 
the audience enjoyed the snippets of information that were indirectly related to the Manse: 
Congregational ministry, special relationships of buildings to each other and Greek mythology. 
 
Topic: Blogging for beginners 
Presenter: Amanda Kendle 
Date: 21 February 2018 
Venue: Armadale Library 
No. Attending: 24 
 
Amanda Kendle presented a clear and informative session which was very well received by the 
audience. Most stayed well after the session to ask questions of Amanda and discuss the talk. 
Ages attending ranged from eight through to seniors, proving a wide-ranging interest in topics of 
this nature. 
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Topic: Jeff Apter presents: High Voltage 
Presenter: Jeff Apter 
Date: 19 February 2018 
Venue: Armadale Library 
No. Attending: 37 
 
Jeff Apter, author of over 20 non-fiction titles - many about the music industry - spoke about his 
latest book High Voltage: The life of Angus Young. Like Jeff, many of the audience grew up with 
AC/DC and were fully engaged in the presentation, asking many questions after the main talk. 
Jeff was an extremely knowledgeable and approachable speaker who spoke not only about the 
subject matter but about the writing process in general.  He has vowed to return to Armadale 
when he next promotes a new book in Western Australia - no doubt our customer will look 
forward to that. 
 
Topic: Out of the Box Learners 
Presenter: Fiona Caruso 
Date: 9 February 2018 
Venue: Armadale Library 
No. Attending: 16 
 
Local author Fiona Caruso made her maiden presentation of her new book ‘Out of the Box 
Learners’ to an empathetic and knowledgeable audience. The book explored the ways in which 
parents can assist children who do not cope well with conventional schooling to learn without 
stress. As a parent of two daughters who are in just this situation, Fiona presented every day 
scenarios and solutions to which the audience clearly related. A practical, inspiring and useful 
session. 
 
Topic: Meet our local inhabitants 
Presenter: Kanyana Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre 
Date: 5 February 2018 
Venue: Seville Grove Library 
No. Attending: 13 
 
The volunteers from Kanyana brought six native animals from their rehabilitation centre in 
Lesmurdie, delighting the fascinated audience with information and advice. The creatures - a 
Woylie, A Tawny Frogmouth, a Stimson’s python, an Echidna, a Bobtail lizard, and a Red-tailed 
black cockatoo (Henry aged 26) - were much admired and photographed.  
 
The volunteers instructed the audience on what to do if they came across injured wildlife and 
how to attract native animals to their own garden. Educational and very enjoyable for all. 
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Programs and activities 
Topic: African Drumming 
Presenter: Paul Osei Kofi 
Date: 14 February 2018 
Venue: Seville Grove Library 
No. Attending: 15 
 
Paul Ossie Kofi led an informative and joyous session which was enjoyed by young and old. 
Paul spoke about African culture and musical instruments and encouraged the audience – each 
with their own drum – to join in and make music. 
 
A hearing impaired child with a cochlear implant took particular delight in chanting, dancing and 
drumming as Paul wore a special microphone so he could fully participate. 
 
One participant confided that normally her anxiety issues prevented her from joining in a public 
event but that she had felt very comfortable and included at the drumming session. A wonderful 
celebration of culture and music. 
 
Topic: Tai Chi demonstration 
Presenter: Taoist Tai Chi Society of Australia 
Date: 2 February 2018 
Venue: Armadale Library 
No. Attending: 32 
 
Comments: 
 
After an informative and engaging display of Tai Chi by members of the Taoist Tai Chi Society 
of Australia, the large and enthusiast audience were invited to learn and practice several of the 
Tai Chi movements for themselves. Participants ranged in age from five to over 80 and many 
stayed long after the session had ended to chat with the demonstration team and enquire as to 
they could join a local group. 
 
Many of the attendees gave very positive feedback and took home information on other 
upcoming library events. Most of the displayed library books on Tai Chi were also borrowed. 
One couple wanted to thank the City of Armadale for supporting the many free library events 
that they regularly enjoy. 
 
  



Information Bulletin – Issue No. 5/2018  Page C-24 
Information Items from the Community Services Directorate 
 
For young people and teens: 
 
Programs and activities 
 
Activity: Harry Potter Book Night 
Presenter: Yvonne Sitko  
Date: 2 February 2018 
Venue:  Armadale Library 
No. Attending: 42 children + 21 adults 
 
Comments: 
Young people ranging in age from six to sixteen came to Armadale Library to experience a 
magical evening celebrating the popular Harry Potter books by J.K. Rowling. The theme was 
Fantastic Beasts!  
 
A kit was supplied by Bloomsbury Publishers for libraries, schools and bookshops to run this 
event. Over 13,000 Harry Potter Book Nights were registered to take place around the world. 
Library staff also dressed up and assisted in running the event. It was an exciting evening and all 
who attended embraced the wonder of the Harry Potter phenomenon. This event promotes the 
joy of reading and builds positive bonds between young people and the library. 
 
The sorting hat decided which house each participant belonged to and festivities commenced 
with a quiz. The highlight of the evening was a presentation about owls with Yvonne Sitko from 
WA Birds of Prey. Four owls were perched for the whole session, with the opportunity for hands 
on and photographs.  
 
Children were encouraged to dress up and join in the parade judged by Bellatrix Lestrange and 
Madam Hooch! One Harry Potter look alike was judged the winner and excitedly received an 
illustrated copy of the book Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkhaban. A passage from the 
book Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire was read to the children while they made a dragon 
craft rounding off a fantastic evening of magic, wizardry and fun.   
 
The children received a certificate and take home pack of activities to enjoy. Harry Potter books 
were eagerly borrowed to be read or re-read again. Feedback received included the comment that 
“the event was beyond our expectations”. One parent commented that his children and their 
cousins had been talking about the night for months. 
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3. Other library matters of interest 

 
The State Government has released the WA Public Libraries Strategy which is the result of 
research and consultation through the Public Libraries Working Group and with stakeholders 
including local government authorities. This document is part of the Government’s Service 
Priority Review, aimed at reforming the way services are delivered to the Western Australian 
community, 
 
Five priority actions are identified: 

 A new model to support public library service delivery in WA; 
 A new model to support regional and remote library services to ensure equal access 

to library services across the State; 
 Improved governance systems, including the development of new legislation to guide 

public library services;  
 A system to measure and assess the impact and value of public library services on 

individuals and communities: and  
 A single access card and management system that would allow users to borrow an 

item at any public library in WA. 
 
Feedback is invited from library members, local governments, community organisations, and the 
wider Western Australian community. 
 

HERITAGE SERVICES 

 
1. Statistical Performance Indicators 

 
The Heritage Department’s statistical performance indicators report for the month of January 
2018. 

Heritage Department Year to date statistics – February 2017 2016 
Visitor Numbers: 
The number of visitors to History House Museum, Bert Tyler 
Vintage Machinery Museum and the Birtwistle Local Studies 
Library 

2,767 2,724 

Education Programs: 
The number of students and teachers interacted with through the 
Museum’s Australian Curriculum based education programs, both 
incursions and excursions, as well as the Museum in a Box (MiaB) 
program . 

1,151 1,054 
 
 

Public Programs: 
The number of people attending talks, workshops, exhibition 
openings, school holiday programs, presentations and other events.  

340 
 

460 

Reference and Research: 
The number of reference enquiries responded to, or major research 
undertaken in response to all public enquiries received (volunteer 
hours may assist with the research). 

376 373 

Volunteer Hours: 
The number of volunteer hours spent on customer service, data entry, 
conservation tasks, family history assistance, oral history recording 
and transcribing and other duties. 

2,316 2,073 
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The visitor numbers, (to the Museum in particular), correlate to the current temporary exhibition 
and any official opening or public programs associated with the exhibitions.  
 
The number of students and teachers interacted with in the Education programs is dependent 
upon the school year, with some school terms being more popular for visits by schools, 
depending on curriculum and timetabling.  
 
2. Birtwistle Local Studies Library 

Projects and activities 
 
Oral History 

 Transcripts of interview with Stephanie Raiskums, Joe Bavich & Ray & Syd Bunney 
complete 

 Reviewed:  Lucy McNicol & Sister Dorothy Thomas née Pries (2004). 
 
Research requests 
Research requests in the Local Studies department during February included: 

 The name of the first post office mistress (Elsie Turner) 
 The history of the post office (1898) 
 CoA staff member: fauna survey for the eastern Settlers Common 
 DVD showing the development of the Araluen golf course 
 Fairbridge Farm history 
 Are there any significant Aboriginal associations with the site of the new Court 

House? 
 When did the Kelmscott police station close? (ca1960s) 
 Old Bull and Bush tea rooms on Albany Highway 
 History of the Avard family in Armadale 
 Details of ‘Antonio’ a wood sculptor in the ca1970s 
 Flower Shows at the Armadale Institute early 1900s 

 
Guest speaker: Jeff Green talking about the Manse, now a restaurant 
This talk was well received by the 38 people in the audience. It gave confirmation that there is a 
strong interest in the history of the district. 
 
Birtwistle Wiki 
Names are being checked against the Armadale and Kelmscott memorials with regard to 
updating the names on the tablets. Many are not there but should be and several are there but 
shouldn’t be. 
A meeting was held with Linton, Andrew & Lydia to discuss further development of the website 
to include details of WW1 hospitals. 
 
Volunteers 
The BLSL volunteers are back into routine after the summer break and looking forward to 
returning to their various ‘duties’. 
 
Family History 
The attendance numbers at the regular Family Tree Group meetings have been increasing and 
different faces are appearing seeking assistance at the Tuesday and Thursday sessions. 
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Donations 

 Spencer family history to be added to those of the people buried in St Mary’s 
cemetery (donor Daphne Shaw) 

 
FOCUS 2018 
The Assistant Local Studies Librarian spoke at meetings of camera clubs in the region (Riverton, 
Kalamunda) to encourage nearby amateur photographers to visit Armadale and take photographs 
to enter into the competition. This worked well last year, with some members of a Rockingham 
club winning prizes.  
 
Other Birtwistle Local Studies Library matters of interest 
 
Spring clean your collection workshop (RWAHS)  
This workshop focussed on reviewing policies and procedures and was attended by the BLS 
Librarian. This was a prompt to conduct an audit and review the existing BLSL guidelines. 

 
3. History House Museum 

 
Projects and Activities: 
 
Collection and donations 
 
Exhibitions 
Jack de Vos: A Retrospective 
This exhibition remains very popular with over 200 people visiting the museum to see it in 
February. The exhibition continues to attract Men’s Shed Groups and members of woodturning 
clubs.  
 
Wildflower Society Exhibition 
The curator continues to work with members of the Armadale Branch of the Wildflower Society 
of Western Australia in developing the next exhibition at History House. This exhibition will 
open in late April. 
 
Noongar Gallery Redevelopment Project 
Work is continuing on this project with Denise Cook collecting and recording stories for the 
exhibition and Brothaboy designer Andrew Taylor developing artworks for the project.  
 
150th Anniversary of the end of convict Transportation to Western Australia 
History House continues to work with other local governments to develop a travelling exhibition 
focussing on the contribution made my convicts to local communities.  
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Education Programs 
 
School Visits  
There were no school visits to the Museum in February. 
 
MiaB  
Our Domestic Life 1 and On the Farm went to St Jospeh’s School in Moora. 
School Incursions  
The Education Programs team visited two schools in February. On 20 February the team visited 
John Wollaston Community Anglican School where two sessions were run: Noongar Nidja 
Boodjar and Our Pioneers.  On 22 February the team visited Dale Christian School to present our 
Stone Tool Archaeology program. Both visits received positive feedback. 
 
Programs – general information 
The education Officer did a presentation at a Positive Ageing session on Wednesday 7 February 
entitled “Not many people know that”. It was very well received, with many positive comments 
and discussion. 
 
4. Other History House Museum Matters of Interest 

 
Volunteer Training 
Museum staff and volunteers will be visiting three museums in the Perth CBD area in March. 
The aim of this day out is to expose the team to how other museums interpret their history 
through exhibitions and programs and to get them thinking about how we can improve on what 
we are doing at History House. 
 
The Education Officer also presented at the Volunteer Expo on Thursday 15 March to extol the 
virtues of volunteering at the Museum 
 
A Historic Evening with Laura Davis 
This is the second time History House has invited a comedian into the museum to interpret the 
collection. In this case it was Roleystone raised and now Melbourne based comedian Laura 
Davis who spoke about how women are represented in our local history.  
 

 
Laura Davis, entertaining the crowd, at History House Museum. 
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RANGER AND EMERGENCY SERVICES 

 
Animal Control 

 
Dogs 
Ranger Services received Five hundred and thirty seven (537) requests for assistance during the 
report period. The primary focus of Ranger Services is managing the response to the community 
for requests for service.   
 
Cats 
Since the implementation of the Cat Act 2011 (WA) all domestic cats within the City have to be 
microchipped, registered and sterilised. As the Cat Act was implemented to deal with feral cats, 
the Rangers have a trapping program with our community. If a member of the public has an issue 
with an unidentified cat, we will arrange for trapping to occur. If a cat is found to be owned, we 
will do everything to attempt to get the cat home before we impound it. 
 
Ranger Services received 73 requests for assistance during this report period.  
 
Vehicles 

 
Parking 
Parking restrictions, education and enforcement are ongoing for our City Centre and schools. 
Since school returned for this year we have identified that parking issues are starting to increase 
in Harrisdale and Piara Waters areas. We have been working with our engineering team to 
provide the community with suitable solutions to the parking enquiries we are receiving. These 
issues are due to the community members not being aware of the parking laws to deal with 
parking on a footpath, parking close to an intersection, parking to cause obstruction (especially in 
alleyways, small streets at the rear of properties in cottage block area's) and other general 
offences.  
 
This month we have met with the Principal of Piara Waters and are working with his staff to 
improve the parking issues around the school. 
 
Ranger Service attended to 334 matters relating to the unlawful parking of vehicles during this 
report period.  
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Litter 

 
Ranger Services have received a number of complaints, from concerned members of the community, 
regarding household rubbish being deposited onto reserves and road verges throughout the district.  
Keeping roadsides, reserves and other areas litter free is a major focus of the City of Armadale and 
Rangers are continuously identifying and infringing litter offenders.  
 
Fire & Emergency Services 

 
Prevention 
This year’s fire break inspection program is complete which has resulted in the majority of the properties 
in Armadale being inspected. This resulted in approximately 2% non-compliance rate which is a great 
outcome. The team also held a post event debrief, and we have established quite a few improvements to 
be implemented for next year. The biggest agreed action is to develop a Community Education Program 
to deal with fire prevention matters. This will be coordinated with all key stakeholders and will be rolled 
out to our community using as many forms of communication as possible. This will be linked to the Bush 
Fire Risk Management Plan and assist our community with their fire prevention requirements. 
 
There were 118 enquires relating to fire during the February report period; these matters were principally 
related to reports of fire hazards on private property. 
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Statistics – February 2018 

     
     

DOGS February February 2017/2018 2016/2017 
 2018 2017 Progressive Total Progressive Total 

Wandering 50 45 381 407 
Dogs for Pick Up 39 27 320 276 
Barking 21 9 151 151 
Attacks 18 6 143 158 
Lost & Found 34 36 315 371 
Multiple / Restricted Inspections 1 6 40 36 
Vet collection & Cremation 40 38 323 290 
Impounded Dogs 28 32 278 339 
General Information 26 33 240 290 
Sub Total 257 232 2191 2318 
Office Phone Enquiries 280 139 1698 2080 
Total 537 371 3889 4398 

     
     

CATS February February 2017/2018 2016/2017 
 2018 2017 Progressive Total Progressive Total 

Cats for Pick Up 14 26 143 152 
Lost & Found 14 10 105 97 
Impounded Cats 33 41 198 240 
Nuisance 4 0 20 5 
General Information 7 9 39 66 
Dead Cats 1 3 28 37 
Total 73 89 533 594 

     
     

PARKING / VEHICLES February February 2017/2018 2016/2017 
 2018 2017 Progressive Total Progressive Total 

General Parking 43 47 326 373 
Trucks 0 1 9 20 
School Parking 80 70 355 348 
Illegal Parking in CBD 20 20 150 163 
Total 143 138 840 904 
Impounded Vehicles 5 11 24 84 
Abandoned Vehicles 34 64 226 401 
Off Road Vehicles 7 10 46 80 
Total 46 85 296 565 
Office Phone Enquiries 145 114 617 624 
Total 334 337 1753 2093 
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LIVESTOCK February February 2017/2018 2016/2017 

 2018 2017 Progressive Total Progressive Total 
Lost & Found 0 0 4 10 
Impounded Livestock 1 0 2 4 
General 15 10 72 68 
Sub Total 16 10 78 82 
Office Phone Enquiries 18 5 151 58 
Total 34 15 229 140 

     
     
     

LITTER February February 2017/2018 2016/2017 
 2018 2017 Progressive Total Progressive Total 

General Information 0 0 2 4 
Private Property 0 6 14 52 
Roadside / Reserve 73 55 498 414 
Verge 94 154 688 457 
Sub Total 167 215 1202 927 
Office Phone Enquiries 15 8 51 56 
Total 182 223 1253 983 

     
     
     

FIRE February February 2017/2018 2016/2017 
 2018 2017 Progressive Total Progressive Total 

Burning Off / General Information 2 3 26 22 
Firebreak / Hazard 16 17 526 460 
Firebreak Variation Requests 18 1 127 105 
Firebreak Variations Issued 18 2 110 106 
Fire Permit Enquiries 0 0 149 210 
Permits Issued 0 0 426 652 
Nuisance Smoke - Legal Burning 
Off 

0 0 4 6 

Sub Total 54 23 1368 1561 
Fire Hazard - Verge Inspections 0 0 1 8 
Sub Total 54 23 1369 1569 
Office Phone Enquiries 64 40 741 630 
Total 118 63 2110 2199 
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GENERAL February February 2017/2018 2016/2017 
 2018 2017 Progressive Total Progressive Total 

General Information 19 33 93 234 
Shopping Trolleys 1 2 3 22 
Sub Total 20 35 96 256 
Office Phone Enquiries - Trolleys 0 3 17 11 
Office Phone Enquiries - Cats 110 62 560 556 
Office Phone Enquiries - General 6 1 10 66 
Total 136 101 683 889 

     
     
     

TOTAL  February February 2017/2018 2016/2017 
 2018 2017 Progressive Total Progressive Total 

Sub Total Reports / Complaints 776 827 6605 7215 
Total Office Phone Enquiries 638 372 3845 4081 
Total Reports / Complaints 1414 1199 10450 11296 

     
     

WARNINGS February February 2017/2018 2016/2017 
 2018 2017 Progressive Total Progressive Total 

Dogs 13 24 149 217 
Parking 4 0 17 2 
Off Road Vehicles 0 0 0 1 
Litter 0 0 0 1 
Fire & Fire Orders 0 5 312 398 
Shopping Trolleys 0 0 0 0 
Cat Control Notices 0 6 22 39 
Other (Inc. Abandoned Vehicles) 26 18 130 206 
Total 43 53 630 864 

     
     

INFRINGEMENTS February February 2017/2018 2016/2017 
 2018 2017 Progressive Total Progressive Total 

Dogs 12 21 121 188 
Parking 53 90 479 649 
Off Road Vehicles 0 2 0 17 
Litter 4 14 62 76 
Fire 1 11 8 71 
Cats 1 0 11 5 
Shopping Trolleys 0 0 0 0 
Other 0 0 8 4 
Total 71 138 689 1010 
NUMBER WITHDRAWN 10 47 127 289 
Number Paid 56 108 668 792 
  



Information Bulletin – Issue No. 5/2018  Page C-34 
Information Items from the Community Services Directorate 
 

     
     

COURT PROSECUTIONS February February 2017/2018 2016/2017 
 2018 2017 Progressive Total Progressive Total 

Dog 0 4 8 13 
Fire 0 0 1 0 
Parking 0 0 2 1 
Litter 0 0 0 0 
Off Road Vehicles 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 4 11 14 
No. of Guilty Verdicts 0 3 11 13 
Withdrawn 0 1 0 1 
     

     
FINES ENFORCEMENT February February 2017/2018 2016/2017 

 2018 2017 Progressive Total Progressive Total 
Infringements sent to FER 57 99 316 462 

     
     

DOG & CAT REGISTRATIONS February February 2017/2018 2016/2017 
 2018 2017 Progressive Total Progressive Total 

New Dog Registrations 116 162 1053 1454 
Renewed Dog Registrations 56 48 2826 3824 

Total 172 210 3879 5278 
Total Dogs on System 11800    
     
New Cat Registrations 24 40 250 327 
Renewed Cat Registrations 4 5 290 514 
Total 28 45 540 841 
Total Cats on System 3006    
     
     
PHONE CALLS February February 2017/2018 2016/2017 

 2018 2017 Progressive Total Progressive Total 
Office – Rangers calling Office 218 102 906 975 

Office – Messages for Staff 77 69 405 537 
Office - Front Counter 27 24 268 374 
Office – Referred to Other 33 36 327 366 
Calls to Rangers’ Private 
Residences from After Hours 
Service 

1 2 47 23 

TOTAL 356 233 1953 2275 
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	President's column Unfortunately councils too often find themselves in the position of attempting to sort out problems created for them by the actions of State and Federal governments. Take housing affordability.
	The new report on housing affordability by the Grattan Institute has a lot to say about the role councils play, suggesting we could be more aggressive in increasing housing densities in our cities, particularly Sydney and Melbourne. It even advocates ...
	Firstly, for the record, Local Government is not responsible for the rapid growth in population which is putting ever-increasing pressure on housing demand and therefore housing prices, particularly in Sydney and Melbourne. This demand growth has larg...
	Personally, I am strongly in favour of a sustainable immigration intake. Migration from a variety of backgrounds has fundamentally transformed our nation for the better. But the Federal Government needs to take responsibility for the fact that our pop...
	It is therefore incumbent on the Federal Government to help other levels of government cope with the consequences of their policy settings. They should not be tempted to simply point the finger of blame at Local Government.
	State Government rate capping policies in our two most populous states further constrain Local Government's ability to fund appropriate responses to population growth. In exactly the places councils need more flexibility, Sydney and Melbourne, our cou...
	The Grattan Institute report correctly suggests that State Governments control planning strategy, yet the solution proposed is to “fix planning rules to allow more homes to be built in inner and middle-ring suburbs of our largest cities”.
	Unsurprisingly, many local residents do not take kindly to the idea of their neighbourhoods being pockmarked by random demolitions and subdivisions. However, too often Local Government is expected to approve these changes. It is expected to carry the ...
	What the Grattan Institute, State Government planners and finger pointing Federal politicians fail to realise is that neighbours vote. Unless convinced otherwise, if local people don’t like what is being proposed next door they will throw councillors ...
	And on this issue, they will do so at every level of government until they get what they want. Federal and State governments may keep trying to pass the buck to Local Government, but the buck is coming back their way.
	Migration levels, negative gearing, capital gains taxes, stamp duty, land taxes, infrastructure funding, planning regulations, new land supply, construction costs and community attitudes all influence housing affordability. If we are serious about thi...
	And don’t forget to involve people in the resolution: real people, locals, families, singles, young and old - and neighbours! If we don’t, they may reject our good intent and vote for the status quo, which is house prices increasing well beyond salary...
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