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WALGA NEWS   8 February 2019 
Commercial Garden Soils Regulation Consultation 
Local Governments are encouraged to send written feedback or a copy of their completed 
survey to the Community team to assist WALGA in developing a submission. 

The Commercial Garden Soil Regulation Review Discussion Paper reviews the management 
of this public health risk to determine the best option for WA in the future. 

The Department of Health consultation process is open until Monday, 25 February. 

Stakeholders can read the Discussion Paper and provide feedback to the Department of 
Health through the online survey. A pdf of the survey will then be sent to respondents, who 
can forward to WALGA to inform a whole-of-sector response. 

Click here to access the discussion paper and survey.  

To submit comments or for more information, email Policy Officer, Community Evie Devitt-
Rix by Friday, 15 February.  

Dealing with Difficult Customers Training (for Officers) 
Last Call for one of WALGA’s most popular courses facilitated by Allan Adams from 
Beyond IQ scheduled for Monday, 18 February. 

Learning Outcomes 

As a result of completing this program, participants should be able to:  

• manage internal and external stress  
• develop the ability to listen actively and empathise  
• build rapport with customers in person and over the phone  
• understand the diverse challenges posed by customers  
• develop strategies to adapt to challenge circumstances, and  
• cultivate a positive attitude.  

A reminder that all of WALGA’s courses can be delivered onsite for your Local Government.  

To register online, visit the WALGA Training website or for more information email the 
Training Team. 

Future of Local Government Forum Presentations 
The Future of Local Government Forum held on Thursday, 31 January, focussed on the future 
of Local Government and what modern legislation looks like, with engaging speakers 
providing a local, national and international perspective. 

Jointly hosted by WALGA, Local Government Professionals WA and the Department of 
Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries, this Forum provided an overview of the 
recently held Local Government Act Forums, and the general themes of the submissions so 
far received. 



 

The presentation slides can be accessed here. 

WALGA is seeking submissions from Local Governments on the Local Government Act 
Review by Friday, 22 February.  

To submit comments or for more information, email Executive Manager, Governance and 
Organisational Services Tony Brown or call 9213 2051. 

Targeted Participation Program Funding, Category Three 
Now Open 
The Targeted Participation Program, administered by the Department of Local Government, 
Sport and Cultural Industries, provides funding for organisations to promote participation and 
active engagement of WA communities in sport and active recreation. 

Funding is available for community organisations and sport and recreation clubs which 
ranges from $1000 to $15,000. 

Further details can be found here.  

For more information, email the program administration team or contact the relevant regional 
department office here.  

Wheatbelt Natural Reserves and Parks Draft 10-Year 
Management Plan Released 
The State Government is seeking public comment on a new 10-year management plan 
proposed for more than a million hectares of parks and reserves in the Wheatbelt region. 

The proposed plan covers 728 existing reserves of natural vegetation and is bounded by 
Dalwallinu, Cranbrook, Ongerup, York, Wandering, Darkan, Yellowdine and Lake King. 

The reserves include valuable conservation areas such as Dryandra Woodland which is home 
to Western Australia's mammal emblem, the numbat.  

Almost half of the reserves are less than 100 hectares. The two largest reserves, Karroun Hill 
and Jilbadji nature reserves within the Great Western Woodlands, together make up more 
than half a million hectares. 

The Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions has prepared the proposed 
management plan on behalf of the Conservation and Parks Commission. 

Comments close on Friday, 5 April. Click here to submit comments.  

For more information, click here. 
 

 

  

  



Passing of City of Joondalup Governance Coordinator 
WALGA President, State Councillors, CEO and staff offer their condolences to the friends 
and family of City of Joondalup Governance Coordinator John Byrne. 

Mr Byrne was a long serving Local Government employee for a range of Local Governments 
over the last 25 years. He was a much-liked individual and passionate about Local 
Government. 

The sector is deeply saddened about the sudden and tragic loss.  

Expressions of Interest – 4 Disciplines of Execution with 
Chris McChesney, Franklin Covey 
FranklinCovey is a global company specialising in performance improvement, helping 
organisations achieve results that require a change in human behaviour. 

Presented by Chris McChesney, the 4 Disciplines of Execution will assist Managers to 
identify the few critical, difference-making goals in their Council; focus relentlessly on the 
key leading indicators of goal achievement; moderate progress toward goal achievement 
through compelling scoreboards; and ensure goal achievement through a proven 
accountability process. 

This one-day workshop would take place on Monday, 25 March, costing approximately $395 
per person inclusive of GST. 

For more information on the 4 Disciplines of Execution, click here.  

To register your interest or for more information, email WALGA Event Manager Emily 
Ferguson by Wednesday, 13 February. 

Regional Health Services Event 
Local Government Elected Members, CEOs and Officers from regional areas are invited to 
attend an event which will bring together WA primary health agencies. 

Local Governments in Western Australia have indicated their desire for WALGA’s support 
and assistance with the challenges faced by regional areas in primary health care. 

In 2018, a survey and follow-up report submitted to State Council on the issue recommended 
that WALGA work with Local Governments and key stakeholders to address solutions to 
these challenges. 

The Regional Health Services event will provide a starting point to address these concerns. 

The event will feature presentations from the WA Country Health Service (WACHS), WA 
Primary Health Alliance (WAPHA), the Aboriginal Health Council of WA, Rural Health 
West, and St John Ambulance WA. A speed dating session will provide an opportunity for 
attendees to speak directly with representatives of these organisations. 

 

 



Date: Tuesday, 19 February 
Time: 1:00pm to 4:30pm (registrations from 12:45pm) 
(afternoon tea provided) 
Venue: LGIS Boardroom, LV3, ONE70, 170 Railway Parade West Leederville 

This is a free event. A webinar will be available. 
Register here for the event.  
For more information, email Marketing and Events Officer Ulla Prill or call 9213 2043. 

South West Native Title Settlement Update for Local 
Government 
Local Government Elected Members, CEOs and Officers are invited to attend an event 
providing an update on the South West Native Title Settlement, the most comprehensive 
native title agreement negotiated in Australian history, reaching across 101 WA Local 
Governments. 

Focusing on the key issues from a Local Government perspective, presentations will address:  

• the present status and main elements of the Settlement  
• the role of the South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council in the Settlement  
• key heritage elements of the Settlement, and  
• creation of the Noongar Land Estate.  

Date: Tuesday, 26 February 
Time: 9:30am to 11:30am (registrations from 9.00am) 
(morning tea provided) 
Venue: WALGA Boardroom, LV1, ONE70, 170 Railway Parade West Leederville 

This free event will preface a full day workshop being planned for Tuesday, 6 August at the 
WA Local Government Convention. 

A webinar will be available. Click here to register.  
For more information, email Marketing and Events Officer Ulla Prill or call 9213 2043. 

Event: Measuring the Urban Forest Canopy 
This event, jointly hosted by WALGA and the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage 
(DPLH), will provide information on the Urban Monitor’s Urban Canopy data products 
developed by DPLH in partnership with CSIRO. 

Date: Thursday, 28 February  
Time: 9:30am to 3:00pm (registration from 9:00am) 
Venue: ONE70, LV1, 170 Railway Parade, West Leederville 

The Urban Canopy data is available for years 2009, 2014 and 2016 and covers the Perth and 
Peel regions. The aim of the event is to improve the understanding of the data capture and 
analysis methodology, how to interpret the information and communicate key findings to 
stakeholders.  

Information will be most relevant to Local Government mapping / GIS specialists, urban 
forest managers and environmental practitioners in the Perth and Peel regions.  



Expert speakers include representatives from DPLH, CSIRO, Clean Air and Urban 
Landscape Hub, Local Government and WALGA. 

For additional information and to register, click here.  

For more information, please email WALGA Marketing and Event Officer, Ulla Prill or call 
9213 2043. 

WALGA NEWS   15 February 2019  
Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Strategy 2030 
Released  
The new Waste Strategy aims to make Western Australia a sustainable, low-waste, circular 
economy in which human health and the environment are protected from the impacts of 
waste. 

The Waste Strategy, accompanied by an Action Plan, provides a strategic framework for 
managing waste and guides the Waste Authority in delivering its programs and development 
of advice to government. 

Key points include:  

• moving all Perth and Peel households to three-bin Food Organics and Garden 
Organics by 2025  

• target to reduce waste generation by 20 per cent and increase recovery to 75 per cent 
by 2030  

• a commitment to use recycled construction and demolition waste as road base under 
the Roads to Reuse program, and  

• a strategic review of WA's waste and recycling infrastructure by 2020 to guide future 
development.  

WALGA will be meeting with the Waste Authority to discuss the new strategy and 
implications for Local Government in the coming weeks.  

For more information, visit the Waste Authority website to access the WARR Strategy 2030 
and Action Plan.  

Salaries & Allowances Tribunal – Review of Salary Bands 
and Elected Member Allowances 
The Salaries and Allowances Tribunal has commenced its annual inquiry into the Local 
Government sector including remuneration of Chief Executive Officer salary bands and fees, 
expenses and allowances payable to Elected Members. 

Submissions are requested by email to Manager, Strategy & Association Governance Tim 
Lane by Wednesday, 20 February.  



For more information, call Manager, Strategy & Association Governance Tim Lane on 9213 
2029 or Executive Manager, Governance & Organisational Services Tony Brown on 9213 
2051. 

Planning - Standard Development Conditions Guideline 
This guideline, endorsed by WALGA’s State Council in December 2018, provides a set of 67 
development conditions, covering 25 different planning matters and captures planning 
conditions most commonly used by Local Governments. 

The conditions have been reviewed by certified legal practitioners using current case law and 
therefore, provides an important reference document that Local Governments can have 
confidence in when reviewing their own set of standard conditions and formulating 
conditions during the development assessment process. 

The guideline should also help improve consistency in the way that development conditions 
are worded, structured and applied across jurisdictions. 

WALGA encourages its Members to consider the Guideline when reviewing their own 
standard conditions. 

The Guideline is available through the Planning Improvement Program portal here or by 
emailing the Planning Team.  

For more information, email the Planning Team. 

Blessing of the Roads Campaign 2019 
WALGA’s RoadWise is aiming to build community support for a future of zero deaths and 
serious injuries through activities like the Blessing of the Roads campaign. 

This year’s campaign will run in the lead up to and during the Easter break. 

The Blessing of the Roads campaign aims to help create a zero-focussed culture among those 
who design and build roads and manage fleet vehicles, and those who use the road network. 
By working together, we can demonstrate that road trauma is preventable.  

To find out more about the campaign and how you can get involved, visit the RoadWise 
website and download a copy of the Blessing of the Roads 2019 Campaign Kit. 

Environmental Planning Tool (EPT) - Registrations for 
Training Open 
Registrations are open for a free training session for Local Governments on the use of 
WALGA’s online tool, including an overview of the new tools and data. No previous GIS 
experience is required. 

Date: Thursday 7 March  
Time: Choose from options below 
Venue: WALGA, ONE70, LV1 170 Railway Parade, West Leederville or 
join via webinar 

 



Participants can join one or all of the following components:  

• 9:30am to 10:50am (Session 1): EPT basics – navigating the EPT, new data and 
generating reports (suitable for beginners)  

• 11:00am to 12:30pm (Session 2): A demonstration and practice session on the use of 
the EPT mapping tools, including bushfire risk assessment tools, Urban Forest and 
vegetation height for Perth and Peel, creating and sharing data (suitable for advanced 
users).  

Attendees are encouraged to bring a laptop to the session. When registering, please note 
which session you will be attending, whether you will be bringing a laptop or if you will join 
in via webinar.  

To register or for more information, email the Environment Policy Unit. 

Emergency Management Training 
The Local Government emergency management training developed by WALGA will assist 
Local Governments with their emergency management responsibilities under the Emergency 
Management Act 2005. 

Participate in Local Government Emergency Management Training 
Wednesday, 13 March  

Manage Recovery Activities in Local Government 
Thursday, 14 March  

Local Recovery Coordinator 
Wednesday and Thursday, 10 and 11 April 

Emergency Management Fundamentals 
Available online 

AIIMS Awareness  
Available online 

Who Should Attend: CEOs, Elected Members, Managers and Officers who would like to 
enhance their role in emergency management and/or learn more about the recovery 
requirements for Local Government.  

To register online, visit the WALGA Training website or for more information email the 
Training Team. 

Recreational Boating Facilities Scheme: Amended Timeline 
The timetable for the next round of Recreational Boating Facilities Scheme (RBFS) grants 
has been changed to better align with the budget timeline of grant applicants. 

The Department of Transport will open the next RBFS grants round (24) in June 2019.  

Anticipating Ministerial approval in November 2019, this amended timeline will bring 
forward notification to successful applicants to December 2019, allowing grant recipients to 
include the project within their budgets for the next financial year. 



The changes follow consultation with WALGA and Local Governments, who have supported 
the revised timelines.  

For more information, email Department of Transport Coastal Infrastructure A/ Grants 
Officer Maureen Black or call 9435 7598. 

South West Native Title Settlement Update for Local 
Government 
Local Government Elected Members, CEOs and Officers are invited to attend an event 
providing an update on the South West Native Title Settlement, the most comprehensive 
native title agreement negotiated in Australian history, reaching across 101 WA Local 
Governments. 

Focusing on the key issues from a Local Government perspective, presentations will address:  

• the present status and main elements of the Settlement  
• the role of the South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council in the Settlement  
• key heritage elements of the Settlement, and  
• creation of the Noongar Land Estate.  

Date: Tuesday, 26 February 
Time: 9:30am to 11:30am (registrations from 9.00am) 
(morning tea provided) 
Venue: WALGA Boardroom, LV1, ONE70, 170 Railway Parade West Leederville 

This free event will preface a full day workshop being planned for Tuesday, 6 August at the 
WA Local Government Convention. 

A webinar will be available. Click here to register.  

For more information, email Marketing and Events Officer Ulla Prill or call 9213 2043. 

Event: Measuring the Urban Forest Canopy 
This event, jointly hosted by WALGA and the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage 
(DPLH), will provide information on the Urban Monitor’s Urban Canopy data products 
developed by DPLH in partnership with CSIRO. 

Date: Thursday, 28 February  
Time: 9:30am to 3:00pm (registration from 9:00am) 
Venue: ONE70, LV1, 170 Railway Parade, West Leederville 

The Urban Canopy data is available for years 2009, 2014 and 2016 and covers the Perth and 
Peel regions. The aim of the event is to improve the understanding of the data capture and 
analysis methodology, how to interpret the information and communicate key findings to 
stakeholders.  

Information will be most relevant to Local Government mapping / GIS specialists, urban 
forest managers and environmental practitioners in the Perth and Peel regions.  

Expert speakers include representatives from DPLH, CSIRO, Clean Air and Urban 
Landscape Hub, Local Government and WALGA. 



For additional information and to register, click here.  

For more information, please email WALGA Marketing and Event Officer, Ulla Prill or call 
9213 2043. 

Vacancies on Boards and Committees 
The Association is pleased to announce the following vacancies: 

• Local Government Advisory Board (updated form)  
o Member and Deputy Member  

• WA Local Government Grants Commission  
o Country Urban Member and Deputy (Cities and Towns – Non Metropolitan)  

• Local Health Authorities Analytical Committee (LHAAC)  
o Non-Metropolitan Member  

• State Library Board of Western Australia  
o Metropolitan Member  

• Municipal Waste Advisory Council/Officers Advisory Group (OAG)  
o Metropolitan Local Government Officer  

Nominees are required to submit a completed nomination form, statement addressing the 
selection criteria and short curriculum vitae (two pages maximum) before the close of 
nominations 5:00pm Friday, 1 March. 
Nomination forms are available here.  

For more information, contact Governance Support Officer Chantelle O’Brien or call 9213 
2013. 

Managing Alcohol in our Communities (MAIOC) Guide 
Launch 
The Managing Alcohol in our Communities (MAIOC) Guide supports Local Governments to 
address alcohol related issues within their communities and create a safe and healthy place for 
people to work, live and play. 

The Guide has been developed in partnership with the Mental Health Commission, the Public 
Health Advocacy Institute of Western Australia (PHAIWA) and WALGA. 

Join us as we officially launch this valuable Guide to Local Government. Tea, coffee and 
light refreshments will be provided. 

Date: Friday, 1 March 
Time: 9:00am to 10:00am (registration from 8:45am) 
Venue: WALGA Boardroom, LV1, 170 Railway Parade, West Leederville 

Click here to register. For more information, email Marketing and Event Officer Ulla Prill or 
call 9213 2043  



ALGA NEWS   8 February 2019  
President's column 
Should there be consistency of Local Government Acts across states and territories in 
Australia? 

I had the opportunity last week to speak at the WALGA Future of Local Government State-
wide Forum and offer a possible answer to this question by looking at Local Government Act 
trends in Australia. 

Local government is a creature of the states and territories, so there is no Federal Local 
Government Act, and perhaps rightly so. Councils serve their local communities and there is 
a world of difference between local issues and local governance, and national responsibilities 
and the Federal Government based in Canberra. 

Although having a single system of local government administered from Canberra would be 
unlikely to add value, I believe we should still strive for a level of consistency across the 
different states and territories in terms of the quality and scope of local administration. There 
is a great deal of similarity between our communities in terms of their values, aspirations and 
expectations, particularly with respect to governance, and therefore I think the way our 
system of local government operates and responds to community needs could substantially 
benefit from being similar across jurisdictions. 

And we're not far off. 

Although there are some differences between jurisdictions in terms of the services councils 
deliver and the roles of Mayors and councillors, let alone how they are elected and 
remunerated, generally all of our councils follow a common formula and the Local 
Government Acts which establish them also follow a recognisable structure and direction, 
which provides a sufficient starting point. 

With each and every state and territory Local Government Act having undergone reforms or 
review in recent times - sometimes driven by practice but increasingly by populism - there is 
an opportunity to take the lessons learned from those processes and, moving forward, 
consider the totality of the relationship between local government and other governments 
when looking at reform. 

Just imagine if we could work together to incorporate the best and most efficient aspects of 
each other's legislation, and avoid or delete the worst. Imagine if we were given the task of 
writing our own legislation instead of having it imposed upon us in response to political 
whims or populist ignorance. Wouldn’t it be terrific if our legislation was more enabling and 
less prescriptive - even silent - in some areas so we had the freedom to respond to new and 
emerging needs in ways our communities want and were prepared to fund? 

Victoria is awaiting the outcome of their recent and wide-ranging review, delayed due to the 
recent state elections, however it is WA that currently has the golden opportunity to write a 
new Act based on first principles and the best they can garner from other Australian Acts and 
possibly from other commonwealth nations too. 

We wish them well, and we'll all be watching with great interest! 



Our thoughts and best wishes are also with our colleagues and the community of Townsville 
as the water recedes from record floods and the enormity of the clean up task emerges. It is 
said that floods are the worst form of natural disaster, inundating almost everything, leaving 
mud and debris on a scale that is hard to imagine - this one has already resulted in hundreds 
of homes being written off. If you can help with the recovery operation, or stock feed, or 
money, then pick up the phone. You know they'd be there for you if your community needed 
help. 

Keep up the great work, 
Mayor David O'Loughlin 
ALGA President 

Six councils make successful bids for Move It Aus Better 
Ageing grants 
Six councils are part of 27 organisations that will share in an investment of almost $23 
million by the Commonwealth Government aimed at getting millions of older Australians 
moving more often. 

The funds will be invested over the next two years under the Move It Aus Better Ageing 
Grants with a focus on helping inactive people aged 65 and older to become more physically 
active and socially connected. 

The successful councils included: 

• City of Albany 
• City of Parramatta Council 
• Corporation of the City of Marion 
• Corporation of The City of Unley 
• Macedon Ranges Shire Council on behalf of the Loddon Mallee Group of Councils 
• Wyndham City Council 

Australia's population is living longer and Minister for Sport Senator Bridget McKenzie said 
the Move It Aus Better Ageing program was an important step in helping older Australians to 
get the most out of their senior years. 

"The strong demand for Better Ageing grants shows us that organisations are ready and 
willing to help older Aussies adopt a healthier lifestyle," Minister McKenzie said. 

"Physical activity for over 65s is not a one-size-fits-all proposition. The successful 
organisations will provide a wide range of opportunities, from simple exercise classes in our 
remote communities through to modified programs in traditional sports such as golf and 
netball." 

More information about the grants is available on the Sports Australia website.  

 

 

 



Labor pledges to work with local government in its National 
Platform 
Labor's National Platform outlines its key policy priorities heading into an election year. 

In its recently-released National Platform, Labor has pledged to work with local government 
to ensure it has a secure economic base. The Platform states that Labor will: 

• provide long-term funding certainty 
• provide funding through the ongoing Financial Assistance Grants and index these  
appropriately 
• support funding for local government-maintained roads and participate in a range of 
programs to provide direct funding to local government 
• establish a mechanism to consult directly with local government to ensure it has strong and 
direct relationship with federal government 
• ensure local government has a voice within Infrastructure Australia and in regional 
development 
• work with local government to improve their efficiency and financial sustainability, and 
• work with local, state and territory governments through COAG to improve the financial 
sustainability of local government. 

The Platform also pledges to enter partnerships with local government to improve local 
community services and infrastructure. 

"Labor will help local government innovate in management and construction of social and 
community infrastructure to deliver benefits and opportunities for local communities," it says. 

The Platform also acknowledges the role of local government in other areas such as 
emergency management and settlement of refugees. 

Read Labor's National Platform in full on its website. 

'Your Online Journey' app launched to improve Indigenous 
digital literacy and online safety 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians will now have access to a new digital tool to 
support them in improving their digital literacy and protect their online safety. 

The app, launched this week by the Minister for Indigenous Affairs, Nigel Scullion, is funded 
through the Indigenous Advancement Strategy and is specifically designed for use in remote 
Indigenous communities. 

"Remote communities are increasingly using online services as a way of connecting with 
friends and family across country and to support access to services. While there are many 
benefits to online connectivity, it's critically important that people are aware of the risks and 
know how to protect themselves online," Minister Scullion said. 

"I am pleased to announce the launch of the Your Online Journey app, created in partnership 
with Indigenous communities and the Office of the eSafety Commissioner - Julie Inman 
Grant. 

 



"We are supporting Indigenous Australians in remote communities to build digital capacity 
and confidence online. The app will help people to safely access the opportunities the digital 
world provides, be it connecting with family, study, research, online shopping, banking or job 
seeking. 

"The app shares how to safely use social media, manage your online footprint and how best to 
deal in the instance of online bullying. I'm pleased that early feedback from communities has 
been really positive about what this app will mean for them." 

eSafety Commissioner, Ms Julie Inman Grant, praised the benefits of the new app. 

"We have worked in partnership with Indigenous communities of Koonibba and Yalata in SA 
and Hay in NSW, to develop this app as a fantastic tool to meet the specific needs of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians," Ms Inman Grant said. 

The app is free to download and is available now from app platforms the AppStore and 
Google Play and will be available on a number of other sites including the Office of the 
eSafety Commissioner website and Indigenous.gov.au. 

Weather Gone Wild: New report from the Climate Council 
Temperatures nudging 50 degrees, bushfires ravaging rainforests and people at increased risk 
of cardiac arrests because of heatwaves - this is the new normal for Australia and it's being 
driven by climate change. 

The Climate Council's latest report, Weather Gone Wild, has found climate change is 
increasing the frequency and/or severity of extreme weather and that Australians are suffering 
as a result. 

"We are experiencing climate change right now across Australia, from flooding in Townsville 
to bushfires in Victoria and Tasmania," Climate Council CEO, Amanda McKenzie, said. 

Key findings from the report include: 

• The past four years have been the four hottest on record for global surface temperature, 
continuing a long-term warming trend. 

• All extreme weather events are being influenced by climate change, as they are occurring in 
an atmosphere that contains more energy than 50 years ago. 

• Extreme weather events are very costly, with insurance companies in Australia paying out 
more than $1.2 billion dollars in claims last year. 

"Climate change is also leading to more intense rainfall, increasing the risk of flash flooding 
events, like the one we’re seeing in Townsville.  Greenhouse gas pollution is warming the 
climate system, increasing the amount of water vapour in the atmosphere. This leads to 
heavier rainfall," said the Climate Council's Head of Research, Dr Martin Rice. 

"We have the solutions at our disposal but there's only a tiny window of opportunity left to 
tackle climate change," he said. 

Read the full report on the Climate Council website. 

 



FarmHub launched to support drought-affected farmers 
Farmers now have a single and straightforward place to find out what drought assistance is 
available to them. 

A new online resource was recently launched bringing together information on drought 
support available for individual farmers. 

Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources David Littleproud said FarmHub brings 
together the services of the Commonwealth, states, councils and charities. 

"This will tell farmers what assistance is available for them without any mucking around," 
Minister Littleproud said. 

"Farmers just need to go to farmhub.org.au and type in their location to find help available. 

"It will show what fodder, water, transport and living expense assistance is available at an 
individual farm, as well as mental and physical health services. 

"This has all been pulled together and verified by the National Farmers' Federation." 

Minister Littleproud also launched a National Drought Map to help coordinate the drought 
response so governments, business and communities can make informed decisions. 

"The National Drought Map is a clear and precise picture of conditions and the drought 
response across Australia," Minister Littleproud said. 

"This will help us to be flexible and responsive to the drought when conditions change. 

"It has information such as rainfall, soil moisture, available government assistance, numbers 
of farm businesses, agricultural regions and employment by industries." 

FarmHub and the Drought Map are dynamic sites that will continue to improve over time. 

The National Drought Map is available at map.drought.gov.au. 

Farewell from Jack Archer 
Outgoing Regional Australia Institute CEO has penned a farewell message reflecting on the 
'greatest hits' during his time at the institute. 

When we started the Regional Australia Institute (RAI) in 2011 we wanted to achieve several 
things. 

We wanted to create an influential voice for regions in the national conversation. One that 
was independent of industry and other interest that used evidence to advocate for better 
regional policy. 

We wanted to rebalance the conversation to counter what can be an overwhelmingly 
negativity about the future of our regions and look forward with robust ambition. 

We wanted to move regional development policy firmly beyond the old school concrete cargo 
cult - because the future of regions is about people, not infrastructure. 

 



We also wanted to help policy makers to respond to the diversity in regions. We believe that 
place-based policy - ideally locally led - should win out over one-size-fits-all decisions. 

After seven years I believe we have made enormous progress on each of these fronts. The 
RAI is an important player in national debate and policy making for regions around the 
country is changing. 

Today is my last day and it's been a great privilege to be part of the journey. To mark the 
occasion, I have compiled a list of what I see as our 'greatest hits' during my time with the 
RAI. There is also a link below to my last opinion piece on the future of regions. 

I can't leave without saying a big thanks to all the supporters of the RAI from around the 
country and to all the regional leaders who have taught me so much about the places they live 
in and lead. Thanks also to all of the organisations who have partnered with us and invested 
in our work. 

Finally, thanks to the Board and staff for their effort and support. 

I hope all of you will provide Kim and Liz with the support I have received, in their new roles 
as co-CEOs. If you do, I know they will succeed in taking the RAI to the next level over the 
coming years. 

All the best for the future, 

Jack Archer 

Invitation from National Shelter Research Survey 
National Shelter is conducting a research project to develop a better understanding of 
inclusionary zoning within our planning systems across Australia and we need your input. 
Councils are invited to complete a short survey about inclusionary zoning. 

The Inclusionary Zoning Project is a priority for the National Shelter in 2019 to assist in its 
advocacy and policy work promoting increasing the supply of social and affordable housing. 
The state and territory Shelter organisations are collaborating with National Shelter and 
support this project. 

The results of the survey will be published in a written report that describes how inclusionary 
zoning works in different jurisdictions, and a policy position about the best way advocate for 
inclusionary zoning consistently across Australia. 

Harvard study highlights kerbside pricing as a solution to 
congestion 
Major cities may be able to cut congestion by charging ride-sharing firms for time spent 
dropping off and picking up passengers, according to a new study published by the Ash 
Centre for Democratic Governance and Innovation at Harvard University's Kennedy School. 

The study entitled Reforming Mobility Management: Rethinking the Regulatory Framework 
urges cities to develop 'light' regulations around their own digital platforms in order to help 
officials assemble information, quickly integrate new technologies, and manage streets in 
real-time on their own terms. 



"While a number of studies have examined the importance of the kerb and how new 
technologies are disrupting its use, [we sought] to take a step back and explore how cities 
must re-frame thinking about how they manage mobility," research author Stephen Goldsmith 
told Cities Today. "Technology is central to that conversation, but so are the concepts of user-
centred design and managing mobility as a service." 

Goldsmith, a Daniel Paul Professor of the Practice of Government at Harvard Kennedy 
School, acknowledged that "each city will regulate its roads and kerb spaces differently" but 
said "a shared platform allows public and private vehicles to navigate differences with greater 
ease and less risk." 

"One can, of course, limit congestion by limiting access; the goal however is to use pricing to 
do both," said Goldsmith. 

More information about the Harvard study is available in this Cities Today article. 

ALGA NEWS   15 February 2019  
President's column 
Do you want to run a mile when invited to an annual Strategic Planning workshop? Yet we 
all know it is a vital process in local government to ensure our limited resources will be 
applied to the most important tasks in the coming year. 

Population, infrastructure and planning, waste and recycling, workforce development, and 
services for the aged and children were headline items for discussion by your ALGA Board at 
this week’s annual strategic planning workshop. 

It was a rewarding and productive session in getting input and perspectives from everyone 
around the table, and therefore across the nation, on ALGA’s priorities, emerging issues and 
challenges in the sector and what we should be seeking to achieve both in the upcoming 
Federal election and within the sector over the next 12 months. 

The Board also considered housing affordability, indigenous housing, arts and culture, and 
regional tourism and reflected on ALGA’s major outcomes over the past year, including a 
critical appraisal of all the areas where we need to do more to get the results we want. 

The elephant in the room, not surprisingly, was the sector’s long-term financial sustainability 
and this remains the top priority for the ALGA Board. Board members acknowledged the 
significance and importance of Financial Assistance Grants (FAGs) to councils, particularly 
to those councils more than 50% reliant on FAGs revenue. Many of our councils would 
simply cease to exist without it, presumably becoming ‘out of areas’ and a direct burden on 
state, territory and federal governments. And all councils would be faced with cutting road 
maintenance, cutting community services, or raising more revenue if FAGs disappeared. 

Don’t think it can’t happen. In 1996 the sector received 1% of Commonwealth Tax Revenue 
(CTR) as FAGs. This year it was only 0.55%. If we stay silent and allow this trend to 
continue, our fair share of the nation’s taxes could disappear altogether. We’re currently 
faced with maintaining 75% of the nation’s roads, and 33% of the nation’s fixed assets, with 
only 3.6% of the nation’s taxes. That’s the portion we raise through rates, with 96.4% of all 
tax revenue being raised by states, territories and the federal government. 



With this in mind, the ALGA Board took the opportunity to reinforce the critical importance 
of FAGs to local communities and to argue for their restoration to 1% with politicians at 
Parliament House. This included an altogether too brief meeting with the Federal Minister for 
our sector, Senator Bridget McKenzie, as well as an extended meeting with the Shadow 
Minister for Local Government, Mr Stephen Jones, who was able to answer many questions 
and clarify Labor’s position should they win government. 

It’s fair to conclude we have a long way to go to convince the major parties that not only are 
FAGs and targeted infrastructure funding vital to our communities, but also that we deserve 
our fair share of the nation’s taxes if we are to shoulder our share of the burden. 

Your help in reinforcing this message with your community and federal election candidates 
will be vital in coming weeks, because if you don’t say it, who will? 

And if they claim it’s the state governments causing the problem by imposing rate capping, 
ask them to commit their party to ending it. If they claim we are just a state or territory 
responsibility, remind them that in the GST wars, the federal government made a deliberate 
choice to retain responsibility for FAGs. All we want is a fair go, and a fair share. 

When was the last time you spoke to your current MP about the great work you’ve been able 
to do with their help? Which road, bridge, building, service, event, park or playground would 
not have happened without their help and partnership in the form of FAGs or other grants? 

A little recognition, perhaps a thank you for what we already have, can go a long way in a 
campaign for more. 

Pick up the phone and ask for a chat. It’s what good partners do. 

Mayor David O’Loughlin 
ALGA President 

2019 Infrastructure Priority List identifies record $58bn 
project pipeline 
Infrastructure Australia has released the 2019 Infrastructure Priority List, presenting 121 
nationally-significant infrastructure proposals and a $58 billion project pipeline designed to 
guide investment towards projects that will deliver the best outcomes for Australia's growing 
communities. 

"The 2019 Infrastructure Priority List is the largest, most comprehensive and most diverse list 
of investments identified by Infrastructure Australia to meet the challenges of the future," 
Infrastructure Australia Chair, Julieanne Alroe, said. 

"The 2019 Priority List provides a credible pipeline of nationally significant proposals for 
governments at all levels to choose from. 

"As an evidence-based list of opportunities to improve both our living standards and 
productivity, the Priority List reflects the diversity of Australia's future infrastructure needs 
across transport, energy, water, communications, housing and education." 

The 2019 Priority List was developed using data from the Australian Infrastructure Audit and 
submissions from state and territory governments, industry and the community, including 
more than 100 submissions in the last year. 



The 2019 Priority List identifies regional road safety improvements as a national priority. 
Between 2008 and 2016, more than half of Australia’s road fatalities occurred in our regions - 
meaning that, relative to population size, the fatality rate was more than four times greater 
than for major cities. 

"Infrastructure deficiencies certainly have a role to play in causing accidents, and the 
expected increase in heavy freight vehicles on our roads could lead to further fatalities. Given 
the scale of the problem, governments should prioritise investment in high-risk sections of 
regional roads across Australia," Ms Alroe said. 

Many of this year's new additions to the Priority List reflect the need for forward-thinking, 
ambitious solutions to support Australia’s future prosperity - such as the delivery of a national 
electric vehicle fast-charging network, which has been identified as a High Priority Initiative. 

"Technological change is driving significant shifts in infrastructure demand. The advent of 
electric vehicles, along with automation, growth in the 'sharing economy' and technological 
connectivity, could bring the largest transformation the transport sector has seen since the 
shift from steam to diesel locomotives," Ms Alroe said. 

"The increase in electric vehicle uptake will forge links between the energy and transport 
network that did not previously exist, placing additional demands on the grid and pressure on 
consumer costs. The 2019 Priority List highlights the need for investment in the connectivity 
and reliability of our National Electricity Market in the medium to long term, and 
optimisation in the near term." 

The February 2019 Infrastructure Priority List is available at 
www.infrastructureaustralia.gov.au  

Flood-hit QLD shires welcome federal payments 
The Federal Government announced this week that it would provide an immediate non-gratia 
payment of $1 million to shires in north west Queensland recently inundated by devastating 
floods. 

"This payment will be for them to use on priorities they deem most urgent - whether that be 
rate relief for impacted properties, infrastructure, or the disposal of cattle which have 
perished," Prime Minister Scott Morrison said. 

Queensland's peak body for local councils praised the quick response by the Prime Minister 
to the emerging crisis. 

Local Government Association of Queensland chief executive Greg Hallam said the 
payments will help councils respond rapidly to the crisis which has affected a vast swathe of 
north west Queensland. 

"I thank the Prime Minister for this swift response to what is an unprecedented emergency for 
these shires," he said. 

Proposed City Deal for South East Queensland 
The Federal Government has committed to working with the Queensland Government and 
local councils in South East Queensland to develop a City Deal and unlock further investment 
to the region. 

http://www.infrastructureaustralia.gov.au/


It will be the second City Deal for Queensland following the policy being first established in 
Townsville and comes in addition to the Federal Government piloting a Regional Deal for the 
Bundaberg Hervey Bay region. 

The Federal Government said that it has also been working with the SEQ Council of Mayors, 
in particular Lord Mayor Graham Quirk, on the recently released People Mass Movement 
Study which explores the impact of population growth on the region's ability to cope with 
future transport demand. 

"I along with the Prime Minister will be meeting with the SEQ Mayors to discuss the Deal, 
and we will also be working constructively with the Queensland Government as we have 
already in Townsville," Minister for Cities, Urban Infrastructure and Population Alan Tudge 
said. 

"We need to cater for this rising population and the SEQ City Deal will be a huge step 
forward in making sure the people of South East Queensland get the most out of living in this 
beautiful region." 

Technology in agriculture critical to success, but are we 
ready? 
Adoption of emerging technologies in Australian agriculture is expanding at a rate faster than 
the consumer's capacity to understand the opportunities - creating an urgent need to explore 
community perception and regulatory challenges around the use of new technologies. 

 This is the focus of two new AgriFutures Australia-funded reports: Emerging technologies in 
agriculture: Consumer perceptions around emerging agtech undertaken by GHD and 
AgThentic and Emerging technologies in agriculture: Regulatory and other challenges by 
ACIL Allen Consulting.  

 The reports deliver critical insights for government, industry and Rural Research and 
Development Corporations in the areas of regulation and community perceptions. They 
consider changes needed to safeguard industry use of new technologies and point out the 
opportunity cost of getting it wrong. 

AgriFutures Australia Managing Director, John Harvey, insists Australian agriculture needs 
to stay ahead of the curve when it comes to understanding the potential regulatory impact of 
technologies, and possible negative perceptions that might prevent technology use.  

 "With the sector likely to increase its reliance on new technologies over the short to medium 
term, it's important not to become complacent by assuming we will always have free and easy 
access to new technologies," Mr Harvey said. 

 "These reports offer clear actions to help industry and government understand what needs to 
be done to support agtech adoption on our farms.  

"If we don't address these actions, the sector may be locked out of emerging technologies or 
be unable to capitalise on opportunities that our international competitors have access to. The 
reports are instrumental in identifying what the challenges and impediments are and provide 
practical solutions in areas that will have the greatest impact." 

 



Community Child Care Fund round 2 guidelines released 
The Commonwealth has this week announced $17 million in grant funding to be made 
available under round 2 of the Community Child Care Fund. This funding will help child care 
services in many disadvantaged regional and remote areas to improve access to early learning 
opportunities for families in their local communities. 

Guidelines are now available for round 2 which will open in March 2019.  

Further information is available on the Department of Education and Training website. 

Plans to redevelop Closing the Gap targets 
Australia's Closing the Gap targets will be redeveloped in partnership with Indigenous 
Australians with a direct focus on education.  

Prime Minister Scott Morrison said the 2019 Closing the Gap report highlighted successes 
across the country but that refreshed targets were an opportunity to work together to 
accelerate progress. 

"We cannot hide from the fact that on average at the moment Indigenous children do not have 
the same opportunities as other children growing up in our country," the Prime Minister said. 

"With only two of the seven Closing the Gap targets on track to be met, it's time to refresh 
what we're doing. 

"We want a Closing the Gap framework that's developed alongside Indigenous Australians 
with targets based on science. That’s why the partnership we took and agreed through the 
Council of Australian Governments late last year is so important. These things take time, and 
we are committed to getting it right." 

The Prime Minister said his focus through the refreshed targets would be on education as the 
key area that can drive generational change, kickstarted by a funding boost for a suite of 
Indigenous education initiatives. 

The package includes: 

• Teacher boost for remote Australia - Removing all or part of the HELP debt for 3,100 
students to encourage more teachers to work and stay working in very remote areas 

• Youth Education Package  - $200 million extra support to give more Indigenous students 
the support and mentoring they need through their secondary studies 

• Getting kids to school - Working community by community and school by school to invest 
$5 million in remote and very remote areas for projects that support and promote school 
attendance  

The Minister for Indigenous Affairs, Nigel Scullion also announced an additional 
commitment to the Indigenous business sector with the Indigenous Procurement Policy 2.0. 



"The Indigenous Procurement Policy, better known as the IPP, has supercharged growth in 
the Indigenous business sector with 1,473 Indigenous businesses delivering 11,933 contracts 
worth over $1.83 billion since its establishment in 2015. This is a spectacular increase from 
the 30 Indigenous businesses winning just $6.2 million in contracts in 2012-13," Minister 
Scullion said. 

"So from 1 July 2019, the Indigenous Procurement Policy 2.0 will introduce a target of 3 per 
cent of the value of Commonwealth contracts are to be awarded to Indigenous businesses 
within a decade, adding to the existing IPP target that 3 per cent of the number of 
Commonwealth contracts are to go to Indigenous businesses." 

The full Closing the Gap report, as well as further information about the partnership to 
redevelop the report's targets, are available on the Department of Prime Minister and 
Cabinet's website 

Weed management & eradication - Call for abstracts 
The 20th NSW Weeds Conference, being held from 26 - 29 August in Newcastle, provides an 
opportunity for the NSW weeds management community to showcase new research and ideas 
for controlling and eradicating weeds. 

The conference is calling for presentation submissions from weeds officers, weed 
professionals, weed researchers, market and industry analysts, government officials and 
policy makers. 

The presentation/ abstract must align with one of the following conference themes: 

• Measuring success in weed management 
• Weeds in the urban landscape 
• Weeds management in rural settings 
• We in weeds - working together 

Applications close on Thursday 28 February. 
For information about how to submit your presentation visit: 
www.nswweedsconf.org.au/presentations 

Guidelines for the Provision of Rest Area Facilities 
Heavy vehicle rest areas (HVRAs) are provided to help heavy vehicle drivers manage fatigue 
and comply with driving hours regulation. 

To help road managers in this task, Austroads has produced Guidelines for the Provision of 
Heavy Vehicle Rest Area Facilities. The guidelines draw on and provide an update to the 
2005 National Transport Commission Guidelines and focus on HVRAs that are provided or 
maintained by road managers. 

 

http://www.nswweedsconf.org.au/presentations


Guidance is provided on various types of HVRA: 

• Formal HVRA: Are provided/maintained by road managers to support driver rest needs. 
The guidelines identify five classes of formal HVRA. 

• Informal HVRA: Are not established by the road manager, rather they have evolved through 
ongoing use by heavy vehicles. The guidelines identify one type of informal HVRA. 

The guidelines have identified local government as having a key role to play, including in 
relation to in-town facilities. The guidelines note that: 

Use of towns may provide opportunities for rest breaks, particularly where the towns provide 
facilities such as toilets, showers, fuel and food. However, use of towns as an alternative to 
HVRAs should be determined in consultation with local government, to ensure that use of the 
town as a rest area is supported by the town. In some instances, it may require provision of a 
suitable parking area for heavy vehicles in the town. Alternatively, an opportunity for parking 
and/or decoupling may be provided on the outskirts of town. 

A copy of the full guidelines is available on the Austroads website. 

Treat social housing as essential infrastructure to attract 
greater investment 
New AHURI research has developed a case for social housing to be treated as a form of 
essential infrastructure in order to create a viable basis for private investment 

The research, A conceptual analysis of social housing as infrastructure, undertaken by 
researchers from the University of Tasmania, The University of New South Wales, and RMIT 
University suggests policy makers adopt pragmatic techniques such as cost-benefit analyses 
and business case preparation aligned with strategic arguments so as to promote the value of 
social housing. 

However, the report also warns that solely conceptualising social housing as productive 
infrastructure risks excluding the valuable aspects of social housing that are not easily 
quantified or monetised. 

Infrastructure can be understood as something which enables the delivery of economic or 
productivity outcomes or essential services, ranging from rail, roads and public transport, 
water and energy networks to hospitals and schools. 

“Housing can obviously be seen as infrastructure in that it allows labour to be productive,” 
says lead researcher Dr Kathleen Flanagan, from the University of Tasmania. 

“In particular it affects productivity through agglomeration economies—the size and density 
of populations housed impacts the costs of commuting, public health, ageing, and childhood 
development and learning.” 

 



There is widespread recognition that the private housing market is failing to meet the housing 
needs of a growing proportion of Australian households. The impact of this market failure 
extends beyond the narrow group of people targeted by the present-day social housing 
system. 

“Our research challenges the mainstream assumptions about who social housing should be for 
and why,” says Dr Flanagan. 

“There are risks an uncritical adoption of a business case approach that focuses on the 
measureable financial aspects of social housing may exclude or hide other important qualities 
that are relevant to the purpose of social housing.” 

The report argues that any infrastructure analysis of social housing should take into account 
the broad range of economic and social outcomes possible for households at the lower end of 
the income spectrum, rather than simply conceptualising social housing as a targeted welfare 
safety net. 

The report can be downloaded from the AHURI website. 

Issues paper released for mental health inquiry 
The Productivity Commission was asked to look at the effect of mental health on people's 
ability to participate in and prosper in the community and workplace, and the effects it has 
more generally on our economy and productivity. 

The Commission's inquiry into mental health will look at how governments across Australia, 
employers, professional and community groups in healthcare, education, employment, social 
services, housing and justice can contribute to improving mental health for people of all ages 
and cultural backgrounds. 

The Commission recently released an issues paper as part of this inquiry to guide people in 
preparing a submission. The issues paper sets out some of the issues and questions the 
Commission has identified as relevant at this early stage of the inquiry. 

Initial submissions are due by Friday 5th April 2019. 

Further information can be found on the Commission's website 

Funding to support women and children escaping domestic 
violence 
The Federal Government has announced $78 million in funding to support women and 
children escaping domestic violence. 

The funding includes a $60 million grants program for eligible organisations to provide new 
or expanded emergency accommodation facilities for those escaping domestic and family 
violence. 



The grant program will be structured to encourage contributions from other levels of 
government, and from private and philanthropic sources. 

A further $18 million will be invested in the Keeping Women Safe in their Homes program. 

Prime Minister Scott Morrison said this investment was a key commitment to the Fourth 
Action Plan 2019-2022, the final plan under the National Plan to Reduce Violence Against 
Women and their Children 2010-2022. 

"The National Plan is one of the best examples of governments working together and the 
more we work together to solve this problem as partners, the better the outcome for victims 
and survivors of domestic violence," the Prime Minister said. 

If you or someone you know is impacted by sexual assault, domestic or family violence, call 
1800RESPECT on 1800 737 732 or visit www.1800RESPECT.org.au 

Airport security changes 
The Australian Airports Association has provided feedback to the Department of Home 
Affairs on its Aviation Security Roadmap for 2019, which outlines the proposed consultation 
and implementation time frames for a significant number of changes to airport security 
requirements. 

Feedback focused on ensuring the transition process minimises the burden on industry and is 
progressed in a practical and efficient manner. 

The Department is hosting teleconferences with airports and airlines over the next two days to 
provide an update on its progress with various regulatory changes, advise of upcoming 
consultation and answer any queries from industry. 

The AAA also met with the Office of the Minister for Home Affairs earlier this week to 
discuss latest developments and provide an updated briefing on industry concerns. 

If you have any questions regarding airport security matters, please contact AAA Policy 
Director Simon Bourke at sbourke@airports.asn.au 

http://www.1800respect.org.au/
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Information Bulletin Page 
Information Items from Human Resource Management                                                                               HR1 
 
1.1 EMPLOYEE MOVEMENTS 
 

New Staff: 

• Customer Service Officer (x3) – AFAC – Casual – 20/02/2019 

• Creche Attendant (x3) –AFAC – Casual – 13/02/2019 

• Pool Lifeguards (x34) – AFAC – Casual – 18/02/2019 

• Gym Instructors (x5) – AFAC – Casual – 20/02/2019 

• Group Fitness Instructors (x30) – Casual – 22/02/2019 

• Swim School Instructors (16) – Casual – 27/02/2019 

 

Staff Leaving: 

 

Other Staff Movements (Internal): 

• Casual Sales & Membership Officer Recreation to Building Administration Officer – 

25/02/2019 

Current Recruitment Activity: 

• Swim School Instructors – Recruitment Progressing 

• Gym Instructor – Recruitment Progressing 

• Group Fitness Instructor – Recruitment Progressing 

• Pool Lifeguard (Casuals) – Recruitment Progressing 

• Duty Manager (Casuals) – Recruitment Progressing 

• Waste Collection Vehicle Officer - Recruitment Progressing 

• Ranger (Part-time) – Recruitment Progressing 

• Museum Education Officer – Recruitment Progressing 

• Change Manager (Catalyst) – Recruitment Progressing 

• Data Migration Analyst (Catalyst) – Recruitment Progressing 

• Business Systems Analyst – Agency Recruitment 

• Parks Technical Officer – Operations – Recruitment Progressing 

• Parks Maintenance Operator – Recruitment Progressing 

• Leading Hand Parks – Recruitment Progressing 

• Waste Collection Vehicle Operator – Recruitment Progressing 

• Supervisor Waste Disposal – Closes 28/02/2019 
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Information Bulletin  T1 
Information Items from the Technical Services Directorate 
 
 

TECHNICAL SERVICES COMMITTEE REPORT ON OUTSTANDING MATTERS 

ITEM REFERRING 
COMMITTEE COMMENTS 

Ordinary Council Meeting of Monday, 
17 December 2018: 
 
Matters for Referral – Cr M Silver 
 
“That the matter of investigating options to 
improve the Public Open Space (POS) area 
located toward the corner of Skeet Road 
and Monticello Parkway, Piara Waters be 
referred to the Technical Services 
Committee.” 

Technical 
Services 

Report was presented at the 4 
February 2019 Technical Services 
Committee Meeting (T11/02/19) and 
subsequently presented at the 
Ordinary Council Meeting of 
11 February 2019. 

Ordinary Council Meeting of Monday, 
11 February 2019: 
 
Matters for Referral – Cr D Shaw 
 
“That the matter of pump stations at Heron 
Reserve be referred to the Technical 
Services Committee.” 

Technical 
Services 

Report to be presented to a future 
Technical Services Committee 
meeting. 
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TECHNICAL SERVICES DIRECTORATE 
Works Program – February 2019 – April 2019 

 
 

Department February 2019 March 2019 April 2019 
City Projects • Armadale Aquatic Centre redevelopment – 

practical completion 
• Novelli Reserve – defect liability period 
• Armadale District Hall – practical 

completion 
 

• Armadale Aquatic Centre redevelopment – 
defects rectification 

• Armadale District Hall – defects 
rectification 

• Novelli Pavilion design commencing 
 

Civil Works Construction 
• Grovelands Way drainage upgrade 
• Owen Road (#11 to #26) resurfacing 
• Owen Road (#33 to #47) resurfacing 
• Owen Road (#33 to #47) kerb replacement 
• William Street car park resurfacing 
• Mill Street prime seal works 
• Gibbs Road prime seal works 
• Croyden Road prep works 
 

Construction 
• Church Avenue (Prospect Road to Third 

Road) kerb replacement, pavement 
rehabilitation and resurfacing 

• William Street kerb replacement and 
resurfacing 

• Railway Avenue PSP construction Stage 1 
• Croyden Road road prep works 

(continue) 
• Balannup Road upgrade 
• Powell Crescent extension 
• Gwynne Park car park kerb 

replacement and resurfacing 
• Guerin Park drainage renew 
• Sheaf Park drainage renew 

Construction 
• Croyden Road upgrade 
• Croyden Road footpath renew 
• Railway Avenue PSP construction Stage 1 

(continue) 
• Balannup Road upgrade (continue) 
• Fourth Road (Commerce to Church 

Avenue) upgrade 
• Croyden Road and McNess Drive 

Intersection upgrade 
• Jade Street – Footpath Works 
• Talus Drive – Footpath Works 
• Gladstone Road – Footpath Works 
• Wungong Road – Footpath Works 
• Kirkpatrick Court – Footpath Works 
• Observation Circle drainage basin 
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Department February 2019 March 2019 April 2019 
Civil Works cont. Maintenance 

• Routine maintenance as per program 
• Contract road sweeping 
• Preventative maintenance on bridges 
• Routine maintenance on bridges 
• Vegetation control on paths and cycle ways 
• Footpath and kerbing repairs 
• Pavers - planned repairs 
• Balannup Drain maintenance 
• Kerbing and roundabout inspections and 

repairs 
• Visual inspection on stormwater drainage 
• Weed spraying for compensating/retention 

basins 
• Drainage inspections and maintenance 
• Planned rural road grading 
• Swales and open drain maintenance 
• Forrestdale Business Park drainage renew 
 

Maintenance 
• Routine maintenance as per program 
• Contract road sweeping 
• Preventative maintenance on bridges 
• Routine maintenance on bridges 
• Vegetation control on paths and cycle ways 
• Footpath and kerbing repairs 
• Pavers - planned repairs 
• Balannup Drain maintenance 
• Kerbing and roundabout inspections and 

repairs 
• Visual inspection on stormwater drainage 
• Weed spraying for compensating/retention 

basins 
• Drainage inspections and maintenance 
• Planned rural road grading 
• Swales and open drain maintenance 
• Road surface and pavement inspection and 

cleaning 
• Educting manholes 
 

Maintenance 
• Routine maintenance as per program 
• Contract road sweeping 
• Preventative maintenance on bridges 
• Vegetation control on paths and cycle ways 
• Footpath and kerbing repairs 
• Pavers - planned repairs 
• Balannup Drain maintenance 
• Kerbing and roundabout inspections and 

repairs 
• Visual inspection on stormwater drainage 
• Weed spraying for compensating/retention 

basins 
• Drainage inspections and maintenance 
• Planned rural road grading 
• Swales and open drain maintenance 
• Road surface and pavement inspection and 

cleaning 
• Educting manholes and weed spraying for 

basins 
• Street signs cleaning and repairs 
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Department February 2019 March 2019 April 2019 
Engineering 
Design 

• Balannup Road – construction package 
handover – PM service relocation, lighting 
approval, clearing permit 

• Fourth Road - power undergrounding and 
street lighting upgrade – issue design in 
preparation for construction 

• Forrest Road upgrade – Eighth Road to 
Townley Street (MRRG) - clearing permit 
and power 

• Issue Michael Road and Notting Hill designs 
• Powell Crescent extension – clearing permit 

and power - issue final design in preparation 
for construction 

• Railway Centre – kick off project (land 
acquisition and clearing planning) 

• Investigate delivery of Roberts Road 
(survey) and Blackwood Stage 2 (const. 
method) 

• 2020/21 Blackspot submission – concept 
plans and estimates 

• 2018/19 lighting program – construction 
• Future works (Wungong) strategy 

investigation 
• Five year plan – forward project planning 

 

• Balannup Road – PM electrical and lighting 
work engagement 

• Fourth Road - power undergrounding and 
street lighting upgrade – engage contractor 
(dependant on WP schedule) 

• Forrest Road upgrade – Eighth Road to 
Townley Street (MRRG) - clearing permit 
application 

• Powell Crescent extension – PM electrical 
works 

• Commercial access road – concept design 
• Railway Centre – PM Land acquisition, 

vegetation survey and initial design 
• Roleystone Community College – parking 

restrictions and report 
• Issue Gemsarna Crescent footpath design 
• Final designs Roberts Road (survey) and 

Blackwood Stage 2 
• 2020/21 Blackspot submission – finalise 
• Future works (Wungong) strategy 

investigation 
• Five year plan – forward project planning 

 

• Balannup Road – PM electrical and lighting 
works (coordinate with cons schedule) 

• Fourth Road – PM power undergrounding 
and street lighting upgrade (coordinate with 
cons schedule) 

• Forrest Road upgrade – Eighth Road to 
Townley Street (MRRG) – PM electrical 
(lighting/ power - eQuote) - dependant on 
WP schedule 

• Powell Crescent extension –finalise 
electrical works schedule 

• Commercial access road – concept design – 
stakeholder engagement (Comm Serv, 
MRWA) 

• Railway Centre – PM Land acquisition, 
vegetation survey and clearing application, 
and request design E3 

• Issue remaining 2019 footpath designs 
• Armadale Road Seville Drive – pedestrian 

option 
• 2020/21 Blackspot submission – compile 

final submissions (confirm with CARS 
release) 

• Future works (Wungong) strategy 
investigation 

• Five year plan – forward project planning 
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Department February 2019 March 2019 April 2019 
Parks - 
Development  

Design 
• Various project RFQs 
• Various civil works design input 
• Wungong Urban Managed Aquifer 

Recharge Scheme proposal 
• Newhaven POS drainage rectification 

works, next priorities 
• Various drainage renewal works 
• Frye Park POS F strategy design 
• Flematti Park advertising of tender 
• Nicholson Road stage 4 landscaping  
• Frye Park turf drainage system design 

and contract documents 
• A14 POS CIL projects 
• Skeet Memorial Playground upgrade 
• Tredale concept design 

Design 
• Various project RFQs 
• Various civil works design input 
• Wungong Urban Managed Aquifer 

Recharge Scheme proposal 
• Newhaven POS drainage rectification 

works, next priorities 
• Various drainage renewal works 
• Frye Park POS F strategy design 
• Flematti Park advertising of tender 
• Nicholson Road stage 4 landscaping 
• Frye Park turf drainage system design 

and contract documents 
• A14 POS CIL projects – design 
• Skeet Memorial Playground upgrade 
• Developer contribution signage design 
 

Design 
• Various project RFQs 
• Various civil works design input 
• Wungong Urban Managed Aquifer 

Recharge Scheme proposal 
• Newhaven POS drainage rectification 

works, next priorities 
• Various drainage renewal works 
• Frye Park POS F strategy design 
• Flematti Park 
• Nicholson Road stage 4 landscaping 
• Frye Park turf drainage system design 

and contract documents 
• A14 POS CIL projects - design 
• Developer contribution signage design 
 

 Harrisdale/Piara Waters 
• Various landscape works submissions 

under review 
• Various landscape works in pre-

handover period 
 

Harrisdale/Piara Waters 
• Various landscape works submissions 

under review 
• Various landscape works in pre-

handover period 
 

Harrisdale/Piara Waters 
• Various landscape works submissions 

under review 
• Various landscape works in pre-

handover period 
 

 Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority Area 
Works 

Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority Area 
Works 

Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority Area 
Works 

 Wungong 
• Various landscape works submissions 

under review 
 

Wungong 
• Various landscape works submissions 

under review 
 

Wungong 
• Various landscape works submissions 

under review 
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Department February 2019 March 2019 April 2019 
Parks - 
Development 
 

Capital 
• Various capital works projects 
• Balannup Drain landscaping contract 

admin 
• Warton/Ranford/Skeet/Wright/Alex Wood 

landscaping contract admin 
• Migrant Park Playground Upgrade Stage 1 

contract admin 
• Cross Park southern nets renewal 
• Whiteley Park drainage rectifications 
• Migrant Park Upgrade Stage 2 

construction 
• Rossiter Oval landscape upgrades 
• Morgan Park additional light tower 
• Master Planning Future Sports Lighting 

Audits (Cross, Springdale, Creyk, Bob 
Blackburn, William AFL-
Rushton/Armadale hardcourt) 

• Kelmscott entry statement 
• Tredale Field playground upgrade 
• Skeet Memorial playground upgrade 
• Erade Park drainage rectification 
 

Capital 
• Various capital works projects 
• Balannup Drain landscaping contract 

admin 
• Warton/Ranford/Skeet/Wright/Alex Wood 

landscaping contract admin 
• Migrant Park Playground Upgrade Stage 1 

contract admin 
• Cross Park southern nets renewal 
• Whiteley Park drainage rectifications 
• Migrant Park Upgrade Stage 2 

construction 
• Rossiter Oval landscape upgrades. 
• Morgan Park additional light tower 
• Master Planning Future Sports Lighting 

Audits (Cross, Springdale, Creyk, Bob 
Blackburn, William AFL-
Rushton/Armadale hardcourt) 

• Kelmscott entry statement 
• Tredale Field playground upgrade 
• Skeet Memorial playground upgrade 
• Erade Park drainage rectification 

Capital 
• Various capital works projects 
• Balannup Drain landscaping contract 

admin 
• Warton/Ranford/Skeet/Wright/Alex Wood 

landscaping contract admin 
• Migrant Park Playground Upgrade Stage 2 

landscaping upgrade 
• Whiteley Park drainage rectifications 
• Migrant Park Upgrade Stage 2 

construction 
• Rossiter Oval landscape upgrades. 
• Morgan Park additional light tower 
• Master Planning Future Sports Lighting 

Audits (Cross, Springdale, Creyk, Bob 
Blackburn, William AFL-
Rushton/Armadale hardcourt) 

• Kelmscott entry statement 
• Tredale Field playground upgrade 
• Skeet Memorial playground upgrade 
• Erica Park POS strategy G Finalization 

Parks 
Operations 

Maintenance 
• Contract landscape maintenance 
• Contract play space maintenance 
• Scheduled mowing and general 

maintenance 
• Irrigation maintenance 
• Bushland maintenance 
• Civic precinct maintenance 
• Contract new estate maintenance 
• Contract streetscape maintenance 
• Customer requests 
• Contract barbecue cleaning 
• Contract street tree maintenance 
• Urban forest plantings maintenance and 

watering 
• Bridge and boardwalk upgrade 
 

Maintenance 
• Contract landscape maintenance 
• Contract play space maintenance 
• Scheduled mowing and general 

maintenance 
• Irrigation maintenance 
• Bushland maintenance 
• Civic precinct maintenance 
• Contract new estate maintenance 
• Contract streetscape maintenance 
• Customer requests 
• Contract barbecue cleaning 
• Contract street tree maintenance 
• Urban forest plantings maintenance and 

watering 
• Bridge and boardwalk upgrade 
 

Maintenance 
• Contract landscape maintenance 
• Contract play space maintenance 
• Scheduled mowing and general 

maintenance 
• Irrigation maintenance 
• Bushland maintenance 
• Civic precinct maintenance 
• Contract new estate maintenance 
• Contract streetscape maintenance 
• Customer requests 
• Contract barbecue cleaning 
• Contract street tree maintenance 
• Urban forest plantings maintenance and 

watering 
• Bridge and boardwalk upgrade 
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Department February 2019 March 2019 April 2019 
Environmental 
Services 

Projects 
• Energy Reporting Platform implementation 
• Fletcher Park rehabilitation works 
• Wungong Concept Plan Area - development 

of Cultural Heritage Management Plan 
• Review Streamcare program 
• Water quality monitoring – ongoing in north 

Forrestdale area (DCS funded) 
• Fletcher Park rehabilitation works 
• Feral animal control contract 

implementation 
• Natural area Management Plan 

implementation 
• Armadale Settlers Common and Roley 

Pools Recreation Strategy 
• Installation period for the Bungendore Park 

signage project 
• EMP guideline 
 

Projects 
• Quotation review – Armadale Settlers 

Common Recreation and Signage Strategy 
(western block) and Roley Pools Recreation 
Plan 

• Installation of Bungendore Park Signage 
Project 

• Review of Fauna Project survey results – 
Bungendore Park and Armadale Settlers 
Common 

• Finalisation of Settlers Common 
Management Plan 

• Development of an Environmental 
Management Framework including review 
of SoE report and LBS 

• Wungong Concept Plan finalizing 
• Development of an Environmental 

Management Framework including review 
of SoE report and LBS 

• Fauna Project complete Developing 
recommendations for new fauna programs 
and expansion of our existing programs 

• Streamcare Business Case 
• Develop Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Plan 
• Develop EMP Guidelines 
• Flare and abatement Audit 
• Dieback work scope extension 
• Fletcher Park Upgrades 
• Hazard Reduction Burn HRB Mapping 
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Department February 2019 March 2019 April 2019 
Environmental 
Services cont. 

Friends Groups 
• Support to Friends Groups - promote and 

assist events, on-ground delivery of 
environmental works, grant applications, 
training etc 

Friends Groups 
• Support to Friends Groups - promote and 

assist events, on-ground delivery of 
environmental works, grant applications, 
training etc 

• Support to Friends Groups - promote and 
assist events, on-ground delivery of 
environmental works, grant applications, 
training etc 

• Plenary Botanical Heritage and 
Conservation in Armadale 

 
Armadale Gosnell’s Landcare Group 
• AGLG Draft Business Plan 2019/2020-

2023/2024 completion 
• SALP funding ceremony announcements 

and presentation 
• AGLG Committee meeting 
• AGLG Newsletter 
• Grant applications (opportunistic) 
• Planting events calendar 
• Monthly Accounts 
• Friends Groups and volunteers 

coordination of planting events and tasks 
for 2019 

 

Armadale Gosnell’s Landcare Group 
• Commence negotiations and planning for 

2020 annual grant funding opportunities 
• AGLG Staff Management meeting 
• 2018 SALP Acquittals due 
• Onground preparation restoration works for 

winter 
• Letters out to local schools 
• Monthly Accounts 
• Implementation of Business Plan /Strategic 

Plan /MOU 

• Reserve signage at Astley Street Riverpark, 
CoG 

• Palomino Dampland upgrades 
• Completing 2019 Plant orders 
• Photo monitoring – site monitoring and data 

entry 
• Monthly Accounts 
• Onground preparation restoration works for 

winter 
• 2018 Grant Acquittals | 2019 Grant 

Applications 
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Department February 2019 March 2019 April 2019 
Environmental 
Services cont. 

Switch Your Thinking 
• Promote Modern Cloth Nappy Trial 
• Community movie screening 
• Launch Young Re-inventor of the Year 

2019Commence visioning for the Switch your 
thinking 5 year Business Plan 

Switch Your Thinking 
• HIA Home Show – Smart Cities display 
• Key note speaker address at International 

Conference on Innovative Applied Energy 
(IAPE’19) being hosted by Oxford University 

• Cool Roofs research 
• Promote Modern Cloth Nappy Trial 
• Re-invention exhibition in the Whitely 

Fishbowl Gallery, Gosnells 
• Submit milestone report to the Waste 

Authority 
• Prepare funding pitch for Water Corporation 
• Launch Young Re-inventor of the Year 2019 
• Milestone approval and receipt of scheduled 

funding for Smart Cities project 
• Peak load SMS delivered once in January and 

once to date in February 
• Drone flight over Byford to measure impact of 

roof colour on urban heat island 
• Deploy smart sign at 2 events reaching 1500 

people 
 

Switch Your Thinking 
• LED Street lighting proposal 
• Community Survey 
• TerraCycle recycling boxes at Armadale 

Library 
• Advertising peak load community projects 
• Sustainability focus for Kelmscott Show 

2019 Promoting sustainable home design at 
the Perth Home Show (March 29-31) 

• Clean Bin Project screening at Bushmead 
Display Village (Sunday 24 March) 

• Present Switched on Business award 
• Present Smart Cities project at International 

Conference on Innovative Applied Energy, 
Oxford University 

• Organise plastic free July workshops 
• Attend training ‘Creating a High Performance 

Team’  
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Department February 2019 March 2019 April 2019 
Property Services New Works 

• Armadale Library additional space tender 
evaluation 

• Buildings power upgrade from sub-station, 
electrical consultant to liaise with Western 
Power, Armadale Arena – ongoing 

 

New Works 
• Armadale Library Tender Award 
• Millman Way electrical upgrades – 

consultation with Western Power to 
continue 

 

New Works 
• Armadale Library Works underway 
• Millman Way electrical upgrades – 

consultation with Western Power to 
continue 

 

 Upgrade 
• Champion Centre Seville Grove Library 
• Kelmscott Hall works 
 

Upgrade 
• Kindiammana Kindy works to unit 1 

concluded 
• Springdale Pavilion rectification 

commenced 
• Kelmscott Hall 
• Champion Centre and Seville Grove 

Library 
 

Upgrade 
• Kindiammana Kindy works to unit 1 and 2 

concluded 
• Springdale Pavilion rectification works 

concluded 
• Kelmscott Hall 
• Champion Centre and Seville Grove 

Library 
 

 Maintenance 
• Programmed maintenance works continue 

in all of the City’s buildings, and include: 
o Electrical Safety Program – testing and 

tagging 
o Air conditioning maintenance – monthly 

including a review of existing units 
o Alarm change overs – domestic to 

commercial 4G units various sites due to 
Telstra changeover to NBN 

o Fire services – community facilities 
evacuation plans (Stage 2 audit 
programme) 

o Asbestos register/monitoring - ongoing 
• Building Condition Reports - completion 

Maintenance 
• Programmed maintenance works continue 

in all of the City’s buildings, and include: 
o Electrical Safety Program – testing and 

tagging 
o Air conditioning maintenance – monthly 

including a review of existing units 
o Alarm change overs – domestic to 

commercial 4G units various sites due to 
Telstra changeover to NBN 70% complete 

o Fire services – community facilities 
evacuation plans (stage 2 audit 
programme) – ongoing 

o Asbestos register/monitoring – ongoing 
2018/19 - 80% complete 

• Building Condition Reports – completion – 
PCR will progress Capital Works 19/20 as 
identified 

• Strategic Asset Management templates 
concluded for Critical facilities 

 

Maintenance 
• Programmed maintenance works continue 

in all of the City’s buildings, and include: 
o Electrical Safety Program – testing and 

tagging 
o Air conditioning maintenance – monthly 

including a review of existing units 
o Alarm change overs – domestic to 

commercial 4G units various sites due to 
Telstra changeover to NBN 70% complete 

o Fire services – community facilities 
evacuation plans (stage 2 audit 
programme) – ongoing 

o Asbestos register/monitoring – ongoing 
2018/19 - 80% complete 

• Building Condition Reports – completion – 
PCR will progress Capital Works 19/20 as 
identified 

• SAM – adopted and schedule to be in 
developed for all facilities to undergo an 
asset Lifecycle costing 
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Department February 2019 March 2019 April 2019 
Subdivisional 
Development 

Strategic Referrals 
• Cell H Wungong SP 
• Cell G Wungong SP 
• Anstey Road SP x 3 
 

Strategic Referrals 
• Cell H Wungong SP 
• Cell G Wungong SP 
• Anstey Road SP x 3 
• Cell D Wungong 
 

Strategic Referrals 
• Cell H Wungong SP 
• Cell G Wungong SP 
• Anstey Road SP x 3 
• Cell D Wungong 
 

 Water Management 
• Forrestdale Business Park West UWMP 
• Anstey Road North 
• Lot 23 Eleventh 
• Wungong Cell G/16 
• West Piara 
 

Water Management 
• Forrestdale Business Park West UWMP 
• Anstey Road North 
• Wungong Cell G/16 
• West Piara 

Water Management 
• Anstey Road North 
• Wungong Cell G/16 
• West Piara 

 Civil Works Assessment 
• Lot 23 Eleventh 
• Lot 9550 Alex Wood 
• Lot 16 Forrest Road 
• Riva 4B 
• Nerrigen Brook Main Drain 
 

Civil Works Assessment 
• Lot 9550 Alex Wood 
• Harrisdale Green large lots 

Civil Works Assessment 
• Lot 9550 Alex Wood 
• Harrisdale Green large lots 

 Civil Construction 
• Riva Stage 4B 
• Harrisdale Green Small Lots 
• Holland Park 3 A B C 
• Herron Park 28 
• Maddox 3A 
• Springtime Stage 6 
 

Civil Construction 
• Riva Stage 4B 
• Lot 23 Eleventh Road 
• Harrisdale Green small lots 
• Holland Park 3 A B C 
• Maddox 3A 
• Herron Park 28 
• Springtime Stage 6 
 

Civil Construction 
• Riva Stage 4B 
• Lot 23 Eleventh Road 
• Harrisdale Green small lots 
• Holland Park 3 A B C 
• Maddox 3A 
• Herron Park 28 
• Springtime Stage 6 
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COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE 
REPORT ON OUTSTANDING MATTERS 

ITEM DEPT. ACTION/STATUS 
Roleystone Theatre Temporary Home 
(Matters for referral – Council Meeting 29 
January 2019) 
That the matter of the Roleystone Theatre 
Temporary Home in relation to part 6 of 
Recommendation C37/12/18 be referred to the 
Community Services Committee. 

Community 
Planning 

To be considered at the 5 
March Community Services 
Committee Meeting. 

Homelessness in the Community 
(Matters for referral – Council Meeting 27 
November 2017) 
That the matter of the growing number of 
homeless people and beggars within the City’s 
town centres be referred to the Community 
Services Committee. 
(Cr R Butterfield) 

Community 
Development 

Awaiting Councillor 
comment. 

 
EVENTS CALENDAR – FEBRUARY -MAY 2019 

Name of Event Venue Date 

Minnawarra Art Awards Armadale District Hall 4-19 May 2019 

Armadale Arts Festival Various venues 3-19 May 2019 
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LIBRARY UPCOMING EVENTS - FEBRUARY – MARCH 2019 

Name of Event Venue Date 
Job Readiness Workshops: 
Resume writing workshop Armadale Library 11 February, 10am - noon 

CoderDojo 
Term 1 sessions begin: Armadale Library 11 February, 4 – 5pm 

Garden Arrangements: A workshop 
with Kathy Goldsmith Armadale Library 15 February, 1.30 – 2.30pm 

Learning English Through Storytime 
Term 1 sessions begin: Armadale Library 18 February, 9 – 10am 

Job Readiness Workshops: 
Interview preparation and 
performance workshop 

Armadale Library 
18 February, 10am - noon 

Eric McCrum’s Mammals of WA Armadale Library 22 February, 10.30 – 11.30am 

Job Readiness Workshops: 
Job searching workshop Armadale Library 25 February, 10am - noon 

Walking Through History: Hadrian’s 
Wall Armadale Library 8 March, 10.30 – 11.30am 

Backyard Chooks Armadale Library 11 March, 1.30 – 2.30pm 

In Search of Safety Armadale Library 15 March, 10.30 – 11.30am 

Story Time: Cultural Stories from 
around the world! Armadale Library 19 March, 10.30 – 11.30am 

DNA & Family History Armadale Library 20 March, 1 – 3pm 

Dementia Awareness Armadale Library 22 March, 10.30 - noon 

Dave Warner: A Life of Crime Armadale Library 27 March, 6.30 – 8pm 

FOCUS Photographic Competition: 
Crossing the Line 

Birtwistle Local  
Studies Library 

Until 31 March 

Exhibition  
Excess Baggage: The stories of the 
men and women who returned from 
WW1 

History House Museum 

Until 30 April  
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COMMUNITY PLANNING 
 

COMMUNITY PLANNING DEPARTMENT OVERVIEW 
 
Planning for community facilities and services in the City’s established and growth areas, involving; 
 
 Social planning – determining community need and evidence for grants 
 Community facilities planning 
 Financial Modelling and managing external grants  
 Aligning/coordinating internal and external stakeholders 
 

COMMUNITY FACILITIES PLANNING PROJECT UPDATES 
PROJECT STATUS 

Cross Park Cricket/Netball 
Pavilion  

 Australian Sports Commission Grant successful. 
$500,000 awarded. 

 CSRFF grant application unsuccessful. 
Forrestdale Hub Feasibility 
Study 

 Underway, to be reported to Council in early 2019. 

John Dunn Memorial Park BMX 
Facility Feasibility Study  

 Feasibility Report received. 
 To be reported to Council in February 2019. 
 

Creyk Park Pavilion Upgrade 
Feasibility 

 Further investigations required, report in 2019 as part 
of the annual Master Plan projects review. 

Roleystone Men’s Shed  Report to Council February 2019. 
Lance Morgan Pavilion  On hold pending review of leasing policy 
Roleystone Theatre  Concept being finalized and costed for budget 

consideration 
Armadale Men’s Shed  Working on identifying suitable land. 
Southern Districts Rifle Club  Working with group re future development options. 
Wungong Urban – community 
facilities 

 Wungong Urban Development Contribution Scheme 
currently under review. 

 Consultation with Department of Education to 
confirm shared use sites configuration. 

Armadale Regional Recreation 
Reserve  

 Site investigation underway 
 Engagement with Department of Local Government, 

Sport and Cultural Industries and State Sporting 
Associations underway. 

 Advocacy for State and Federal funding ongoing. 
 

Wungong Cell F – Feasibility of 
the provision of a community 
center and library  

 Ongoing, anticipate a report to Council in mid-2019 

State Sporting Association 
Advocacy Document  

 Project Complete. 

Community Infrastructure Plan  Review Commenced 
Trails Network Plan  Underway, to be reported to Council in 2019 
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SOCIAL PLANNING 
 
Social Planning provides research and analysis for social infrastructure required by the City’s 
growing and rapidly changing communities.  
 
Current projects: 
 Planning engagements for local neighbourhoods to understand social priorities. 
 Project – Business case for investment in a digital community engagement platform 
 Research – Wungong Social Infrastructure: requirements and timing for schools. 
 Development of a Stakeholder Engagement Plan and Process – Social Services. 

 
COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE EXTERNAL GRANTS SCHEDULE 

EXTERNAL GRANTS SCHEDULE (as at 31.1.19) 

Project Funding Source Grant Amount 
Sought($) 

Grant 
Amount 

Received($) 
Status 

Armadale District Hall 
Upgrade Lotterywest 1,000,000 1,000,000 Grant being actively 

managed 

Indoor Aquatic Centre 
NSRF (National 
Stronger Regions 

Fund) 
10,000,000 10,000,000 Grant being actively 

managed 

Indoor Aquatic Centre DSR (CSRFF) 1,000,000 1,000,000 Grant being actively 
managed 

Seville Grove 
Library/Champion Centre Lotterywest 4,060,000 4,060,000 Grant confirmed 

Cross Park Cricket and 
Netball Pavilion 

National Local 
Sports Infrastructure 

Grant 
500,000 500,000 Grant approved in 

December 2018. 

 TOTALS 17,540,000 16,426,666  
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT OVERVIEW 
 
The Community Development Department aims to build a safe, healthy and connected community 
through the facilitation of community programs and services. 
 
This includes four areas of focus: 
 
 Places Activation 
 Partnerships 
 Community Engagement 
 Capacity Building 
 
The Community Development Department comprises the following teams: 
 
 Community Development 
 Indigenous Development 
 Arts and Major Events 
 Volunteer Services  
 

YOUTH 
 
Armadale Youth Network 
The City chairs and coordinates the Armadale Youth Network (AYN); a coordinated linkage of 
external stakeholders from a variety of agencies and Government departments, all working together 
to improve the lives of young people in Armadale. As part of the AYN’s capacity building direction 
this year, the first professional development opportunities will be delivered to members to support 
and upskill in a consistent approach across network members. The February workshops include:  
 Mental Health First Aid for the Suicidal Person short course on 26 February, delivered and 

funded by NEAMI National, and  
 Grow your knowledge Grant Information Session on 27 February, delivered by City of 

Armadale’s Community Development Team in partnership with Volunteering WA. 
 
Night Fields Program 
The City will deliver the Night Fields youth community sport program at the new Kelmscott location 
of Frye Park Oval, this term. The six week free program will be delivered on Thursdays from 4.30 – 
6pm commencing on 14 February. The Program will partner with Communicare, headspace 
Armadale, YMCA, Save the Children, Hope Community Services and a number of local sporting 
clubs and State Sporting Association partners. The City received a grant from the Department of 
Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries to make the program more accessible to those 
young people facing barriers to participation. This funding supports two youth buses to transport 
several groups of identified young people to and from the program. The grant will also support the 
capacity building of coaches, youth workers and staff involved in the program through a number of 
workshops on social inclusion, cultural awareness and behavioural training. 
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YOUTH (continued) 
 
Kinetic Youth Program 
The Kinetic Youth Program has commenced its wrap up with the final elements of the project taking 
place in February and March. The remaining group of young people will undergo their final 
masterclass, evaluate their development and achievements over the course of the project and roll out 
the final parts of their project. The last focus topic of “school related issues” saw the group contact 
youth facilitator TROOTH to present a ‘Respect and anti-bullying’ workshop in four major City of 
Armadale high schools to educate and raise awareness among the students about the effects and 
impact of bullying. The Kinetic Project was funded by a Department of Communities grant, and was 
a key component contributing to the 2018 Youth Places and Spaces Report.  
 
WA Youth Week 2019 Preparations 
WA Youth Week takes place from 13 – 20 April 2019, which will feature a social media campaign to 
celebrate and recognise the young people in the City of Armadale. During February, young people in 
the City of Armadale will be encouraged to tell their story or have their story shared (with consent) 
by a community member, for the chance to win prizes and be one of the ten feature stories shared by 
the City of Armadale through social media, website and media release. The young people will be 
encouraged to share stories surrounding personal growth, contribution to community, examples of 
innovation, experiences overcoming challenging circumstances or a variety of other categories; 
which will be judged by a committee and ten standout stories chosen to be showcased. This project 
aims to celebrate and recognize the young people in our community, increase community pride and 
spirit and provide the City a way to contribute to the nationally recognised week. A submission point 
for stories will be made available on the City’s website in the coming weeks. 
 

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
 
Armadale Early Years Network 
January has seen the continued increase in numbers for the Armadale Early Years Network (AEYN) 
with 13 new members to the Network, despite a number of agencies being closed and associated staff 
being on leave for the first part of the month. 
 

POSITIVE AGEING, ACCESS AND INCLUSION  
 
Skilled4Life Workshops 
The third of the Skilled4Life workshops ‘Rewarding Resumes’ was held at the Evelyn Gribble 
Community Centre on 5 February. All 12 participants, local to the Armadale area, were provided 
workbooks on putting together a resume to get interviews as well as understanding what employers 
were looking for when using specific wording in advertisements. Changes to the employment sector 
with online interviews and group interviews were addressed with 80% of attendees expressing they 
felt better prepared to be interviewed. 
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POSITIVE AGEING, ACCESS AND INCLUSION (continued)  
 
The last of the Skilled4Life organisational workshops will be held on 5 March in the City of 
Armadale’s Function Room and will be focused on what identification is required in the aftermath of 
an emergency and how to be best prepared.  
 
Positive Ageing Sessions 
January was planning month for the upcoming year of Positive Ageing Sessions with the first 
Positive Ageing Sessions being held on Wednesday 6 February with the two topics being ‘Human 
Rights, Elder Abuse and Advocare’s role’ and ‘Stroke Safe’. 
 
Disability Access and Inclusion Plan Reference Group 
Calls for expression of interest for the Disability Access and Inclusion Plan Reference Group have 
been distributed to networks with a media release going out on all advertising mediums with a 
closing date of 15 February. The first meeting for 2019 is scheduled for 21 February. 
 

 COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS 
 
Grant Information and Writing Sessions 
The City will host two information sessions in February 2019 to assist community groups and not-
for-profit organisations in sourcing various funding opportunities and learn how to write a grant 
proposal. During the first session on 20 February, attendees will hear from Lotterywest, Bendigo 
Bank, State Government Departments and City staff on what funding is available for community 
groups. The second session on 27 February will focus on what funding providers are looking for and 
five steps to writing a successful grant application. Both of these information sessions will be held in 
the Function Room, City of Armadale Administration Centre from 5.30 to 8pm. Bookings are open 
on Eventbrite. 
 
Community Grants Round 2 2018/2019 
The second round of the City’s Community Grants Program for 2018/19 will open on 5 March 2019. 
Applications are welcome from community groups and not-for-profit organisations that wish to 
receive up to $2000 funding for projects which benefit the local community. To be eligible to apply, 
community groups are required to discuss their project with a member of the Community Services 
team by Monday 25 March. Applications close Monday 1 April. 
 

COMMUNITY SAFETY 
 
Regional Crime Prevention Initiatives  
The City is currently supporting the development of a number of ongoing regional community safety 
projects including the Stop Crime Action network (SCAN) Project, a crime reduction program that 
focuses on improved communication between business, transport services and Police.  
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COMMUNITY SAFETY (continued) 
 
The City is supporting the Public Transport Authority (PTA) and Police to undertake a soft trial of 
the SCAN App. This has yielded some positive results and has allowed the stakeholders to test the 
effectiveness of this new type of technology.  
 
The App will now be refined by the Software Developer, based on the feedback received from the 
trial. The next stage of the project will see a small number of additional stakeholders trail the app and 
provide a second layer of feedback, prior to a full roll out of the App later in 2019.  
 
Neighbourhood Watch  
The City has been providing support to the Armadale Neighbourhood Watch Group, who have a 
busy few months planned for the beginning of 2019. Currently the group are hosting a range of Street 
Meet and Greet Activities in various locations in across the city. Street Meet and Greets and other 
activities and services provided by the Neighbourhood Watch can be found on the Armadale 
Neighbourhood Watch Facebook page.  

 
ARTS AND MAJOR EVENTS 

 

 

Australia Day 
The annual Australia Day event in Armadale was attended by an estimated 30,000 people. Thomas 
Crane performed as Freddie Mercury for the headline act which retained around 7000 people at the 
event post fireworks. The increased focus in risk management and alcohol-free approach 
implemented in collaboration with the WA Police worked really well. Feedback has been 
overwhelmingly positive with the main areas for improvement being: maintaining the event as smoke 
free, reduction in food vendor queues and more rubbish bins required. 
 
Heritage FM boasted a 300% increase in online listeners during the fireworks broadcast which has 
reaffirmed that outside broadcasts such as this are integral to their operations.  
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ARTS AND MAJOR EVENTS (continued) 
 

 
 
Some of the things people said about the event are as follows: 

Facebook 
“Loved the fireworks and Thomas Crane from our house in Mount Nasura. Great work City of Armadale, 
Australia Day will be at our place for our friends next year” Margaret Rawlings 
Armadale Council really outdid themselves this year. Not only were the fireworks outstanding by Thomas 
Crane as Freddie Mercury was amazing. It totally topped off the night. I hope you bring him back next 
year!! Thanks also for not playing the same old music during the fireworks. I really enjoyed all the tracks 
especially Billy Thorpe and AC/DC  well done!” Kelly Azuma 
 
What a great night! We have been living in the area for four years and never knew what we were missing 
out on all this time. Well organised event, and thank you to all of the volunteers.” Julie Rene 
 
“Awesome event as usual.” Robert Hainesz 
“Another great Australia day in Armadale, been coming for years now and we are always impressed with 
the band and fireworks, 100% a great night.” Tanya King 
“Awesome job once again… great family/community spirit and a great range of activities spread out over 
Armadale that we didn’t get to do everything ha ha.” Dawn Errington 
 
“It was such a great event, I was there at the later part of the day and was so happy to see everyone just 
enjoying it!! Great atmosphere, yummy food, awesome music,  for Australia… ” Kate Warburton 

 
Culture Counts Survey 
“The night was absolutely perfect!! It was our 1st time attending, we’ve always steered clear due to huge 
crowds and wanting to avoid any trouble!� But we’re still buzzing now as to how beautiful the night 
was” 
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ARTS AND MAJOR EVENTS (continued) 
 

“Please please please get Thomas Crane back. He was amazing. Even my 10yr old was right down the 
front singing at the top of his lungs to every song. Made for a fantastic night. Thank you so much” 
“I thought the City of Armadale did a wonderful job creating this event, it was very well planned and 
organised. We felt very safe and happy to be a part of this wonderful community…” 
 
“It was absolutely perfect this year the atmosphere was fabulous everyone was so friendly” 
 
“This was the best Australia Day I have attended! Please don’t change a thing I think Armadale Skyshow 
has finally got it Right! Loved everything...” 
“…This was our fifth year in a row coming. I felt much safer this time with not just security patrolling but 
visible police presence who were actually enjoying the day and interacting with people which was good to 
see…” 
 
“I absolutely loved the whole event thank you Armadale Shire for putting on such an amazing fun night 
wouldn't want to go anywhere else xx” 
“…as always it was a fantastic and culturally respectful event…well done!” 
 
“…everything was well organised, extremely safe event with police patrolling & even guiding the traffic 
which was absolutely unexpected. Please keep doing these events as it’s so important for our children 
especially to be able to go out in the community and be a part of them. Am glad am a resident of 
Armadale and get to see such events regularly…” 
 
“…City of Armadale this event is a credit to you. It enables families to celebrate Australia Day with their 
families and friends with the grand finale of spectacular fireworks without travelling all the way into the 
city. Well done yet again!” 
 

COMMUNITY ART AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT  
 
Music in the Mall 
The Music in the Mall project has resumed its activation of the Jull St Mall with free Saturday 
afternoon concerts between 1-3pm. Music in the Mall will continue throughout February and March 
2019 featuring a range of local community group and professional performances. 
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ABORIGINAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
Champion Centre Back to School Drive  
The Champion Centre ran a back to school stationary/ back pack drive for the benefit of children that 
are in need for this coming school term and to ensure the children have essentials to learn and 
succeed.  

It had been identified through the Education Department, School Teachers, Aboriginal Education 
Officers (AEOs), Community and the local Elders that a lot of children are not attending school due 
to not having the essentials to go back to school with. A filled backpack relieves struggling parents of 
a financial burden as school supplies can get quite expensive, especially with multiple children in the 
household. 

The Champion Centre received an overwhelming response in support of the school drive and the 
donations just piled in with thanks to City of Armadale staff, Minderoo, Palmerston, Anglicare and 
Vicky from Women’s Business Network and her team. 

The Numeracy and Literacy Foundation of WA contacted the Centre due to them finding out about 
our Back to school Drive from our letter being passed on from another organisation and have offered 
to donate 50 primary school and 50 high school stationary packs which will be sent out mid-
February. They have also offered to come down and run some workshops with our playgroup. 

So far over 80 school packs have been made and handed out to the community, local schools, AEOs 
and Elders and we will be distributing the other 100 stationary packs to the local schools and 
community. Staff have received excellent feedback about this initiative.       

 
 
Champion Centre Network Lunch 
Champion Centre Network lunches are back up and running and with the first one being held on 31 
January. Around 15 organisations attended the lunch with Foodbank giving a talk as they are wanting 
to set up a pilot program to offer a mobile Foodbank van to service the Armadale area and possbily 
using the Champion Centre as one of the locations. The next Network lunch will be on 28 February.  
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RECREATION SERVICES 
 

RECREATION SERVICES DEPARTMENT OVERVIEW 
 
The Recreation Services Team aims to build a safe, healthy and connected community through: 
 
 Facility Management 
 Capacity Building 
 Health and Wellbeing Programs 
 Service Delivery 
 

RECREATION SERVICES OPERATIONAL UPDATE 
 
Armadale Recreation Centre  
 Court sports recommenced with a full timetable and all teams and regular hirers on board. 
 There was an increase in foot traffic throughout the month as a steady flow of people visited 

the centre to purchase a Foundation Membership for the new Armadale Fitness and Aquatic 
Centre. 

 Samples of the Tehnogym equipment that will be installed at the Armadale Fitness and Aquatic 
Centre’s Health Club were delivered to the Armadale Recreation Centre. A promotional 
campaign around the equipment will be launched in February. 

 
Armadale Fitness and Aquatic Centre (AFAC) 
 All permanent staff have now been employed with casual staff to be confirmed next month.  
 A total of 722 Armadale Fitness and Aquatic Centre memberships have been sold. 
 A total of 552 Swim School Registrations of Interest have been received.  
 
Club Development  
Multisport Day took place on Thursday 24 January 
at Gwynne Park, Armadale. The free event attracted 
more than 90 children and youth. Partnering state 
sporting associations included the WA Football 
Commission, West Australian Cricket Association 
(WACA), Hockey WA, Basketball WA and Rugby 
WA. Partnering sporting clubs included the Dale 
Little Athletics, Armadale Junior Football Club, 
ARKs Harrisdale Rugby Club and Dale Hockey 
Club.  
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RECREATION SERVICES STATISTICS – JANUARY 2019 
 

Armadale Recreation Centre Membership Information 
 Total memberships for the Armadale Recreation Centre for January 2019 remained at 142, 

which was the same number of total memberships for January 2018. 
 

 
 

Armadale Recreation Centre Enrolments  
 Court sports team enrolments for January 2019 increased to 19 compared to 16 for January 

2018.  
 
Armadale Recreation Centre Bookings  
 Armadale Recreation Centre bookings for January 2019 have increased to 98 compared to 78 

for January 2018. Regular and casual bookings are generally lower in January due to the school 
holidays. Regular hirers usually return to full activity in correspondence with the school term.  

 
Armadale Recreation Centre Attendance 
 Health Club attendance for January 2019 was 944 compared to 1,082 for January 2018.  
 Group Fitness attendance for January 2019 decreased to 655 compared to 808 for January 

2018.  
 Court sports general attendance for January 2019 decreased to 826 compared to 953 for 

January 2018. This was due to a lower casual entry attendance.  
 Centre booking attendance for January 2019 decreased to 826 compared to 1,002 for January 

2018. This decrease can be explained due to a reduced summer program run by Armadale 
Gymnastics.  

 Crèche attendance for January 2019 was 322 compared to 392 for January 2018.  
 Total centre attendance for January 2019 was 2,976 compared to 3,235 for January 2018. 
  

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

Total memberships 2018

Total memberships 2019



Information Bulletin – Issue No. 3/2019  Page C-14 
Information Items from the Community Services Directorate 
 

RECREATION SERVICES STATISTICS – JANUARY 2019 
 

 
 
Community Facilities and Reserves Usage 
 Total regular hire bookings for January 2019 were 128 compared to 179 for December 2018. 

This decrease can be attributed to the New Year period, during which many groups break from 
their activities. 

 Total seasonal hire bookings for January 2019 were 51 compared to 35 for December 2018. 
This increase can be attributed to the Christmas period; during which many Clubs break from 
their activities. 

 Total casual hire bookings for January 2019 were 77 compared to 65 for December 2018.  
 Total active reserve bookings for January 2019 were 494 compared to 476 for December 2018.  
 Total community facility usage rate for January 2019 was 750 bookings compared to 755 for 

December 2018.  
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RECREATION SERVICES STATISTICS – JANUARY 2019 
 

 
 
 

 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA INSIGHTS 
 
 Armadale Fitness & Aquatic Centre/Armadale Arena Facebook total page likes was 3,880 for 

January 2019 compared to 2,056 for January 2018. 
 Armadale Fitness & Aquatic Centre/Armadale Arena Facebook new page likes for January 

2019 was 1,100 compared to 130 for January 2018.  
 Armadale Fitness & Aquatic Centre/Armadale Arena Facebook reach for January 2019 was 

94,052 compared to 36,951 for January 2018.  
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LIBRARY AND HERITAGE SERVICES 
 

LIBRARY AND HERITAGE SERVICES OVERVIEW 
 
The Library Services Department provides libraries for leisure, pleasure, inspiration and lifelong 
learning. 
 
Libraries Service Offering: 
 
 Literacy 
 Learning 
 Creative, cultural 
 Technology awareness, digital literacy 

 
Heritage Services provides a connection to the City’s past and preserves the Districts memories. 
 
Heritage Service Offering: 
 
 Museums 
 Local History 
 Family History 
 Education and Research 
 

LIBRARY STATISTICAL PERFORMANCE INDICATORS JANUARY 2019 
 
The Library Department’s statistical performance indicators report for the month of January 2019. 
Seville Grove Library is closed for refurbishment until mid-2019. This closure will impact on library 
statistics during that period.  
 
Normally the library would not host events during the January school holidays, however a number of 
opportunities presented themselves and a decision was made to host several sessions, all of which 
were pleasingly well-attended.  
 

Statistics January 2019 Armadale Kelmscott Seville Grove Online 
Hours of operation 275 201   
Visitors (door counter) 20593 5884   
New members 213 57   
Current members 17098 5274 4302  
Issues (i.e. Loans) 15352 7544  2243 
Reference enquiries 2547 931   
Volunteers/hours -/- -/- -/-  
PCRes sessions 2248 572   
Wi-Fi usage 1714 443   
Self-check loans 9339 2242   
Website/Catalogue visits 3583/3202    
Stock added/deleted 2810    
Community engagement 
sessions/attendance 

35/667    
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LIBRARY STATISTICAL PERFORMANCE INDICATORS JANUARY 2019 (continued) 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

LIBRARY ACTIVITIES AND COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSIONS 
 
35 sessions, both regular and special were held during the month. A total of 677 people participated 
in these activities.  
In any month regular sessions could include: story time, Baby Rhyme Time, school holiday 
programs, English conversation classes, reading & writing groups, computer training sessions, 3D 
printing workshops, games mornings and the Men’s Social Group.  
Special sessions could include: author talks, workshops, presentations, demonstrations, specialist 
programs, and community information sessions.  
A further 149 children, teachers, parents, or community members were reached through one external 
visit to schools, childcare centres, and community facilities or events. 
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 EVENTS FOR ADULTS AND SENIORS 
 
Topic: FOCUS photography workshop 
Presenter: Tony McDonough 
Date: 7 January 2019 
Venue: Armadale Library 
No. Attending: 28 
 
Award-winning photographer and City of Armadale resident Tony McDonough led a photography 
workshop as part of the introduction to the FOCUS local history photo competition for 2019, giving 
attendees the benefit of his decades of experience as both a freelance and press photographer.  
 
The first half of the two-hour workshop was given to discussions on elements such as focal length, 
aperture size, depth of field, camera settings, composition and so on. Attendees were encouraged to 
ask questions along the way, and many had their cameras and mobile phones to hand, customising 
their settings and checking features as the workshop progressed. 
 
The second half of the event had Tony showing and discussing some of his images that were notable 
for different reasons; either illustrating the conceptual points made earlier or highlighting photos that 
were challenging, lucky, tragic, or otherwise could serve as examples for attendees.  
 
The Assistant Local Studies Librarian, Jeff Walker, also spoke briefly to outline the FOCUS 
competition and its theme for 2019 ‘Crossing the line’, encouraging people to photograph the railway 
crossings and features located in the City of Armadale, before the upcoming works at the Denny 
Avenue rail crossing in Kelmscott. 
 
The workshop was useful for the area’s amateur photographers and also resulted in some after-
workshop enquiries about FOCUS, indicating that a number of the attendees are interested in 
entering.  
 
Topic: Untangling travel at any age 
Presenter: Pam Lynch 
Date: 16 January 2019 
Venue: Armadale Library 
No. Attending: 42 
 
Dr Pam Lynch, author of How the hell did I get here? gave an information-packed talk on motivating 
yourself to travel. Pam explored why we travel and what kind of trip would suit each person, from 
ticking off ‘bucket lists’ to volunteering abroad. She provided practical advice designed to make 
travel less stressful for the nervous or inexperienced and many attendees signed up for her useful, tip 
filled emails. 
 
Pam didn’t begin more adventurous travelling (such as trekking to Everest Base camp) until her mid-
fifties and she now speaks professionally about her journeys. Despite taking in a lot of information 
the audience remained very focussed and had questions for her at the end. Many also bought her 
book as well as borrowing from the library display. 
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EVENTS FOR ADULTS AND SENIORS (continued) 
 
Pam will return to Armadale Library in March to talk about her journey walking the track along the 
length of Hadrian’s Wall. 
 
Topic: Acoustic Guitar Workshop for beginners 
Presenter: Kim Bettenay 
Date: 19 January 2019 
Venue: Armadale Library 
No. Attending: 15 
 
Local musician and teacher Kim Bettenay gave an excellent workshop beginning with a background 
talk on the history of guitar music. He went on to explain how different kinds of guitars suit different 
styles of music and he brought several types along for people to handle. 
 
The session compressed a lot of practical knowledge into a short period of time. The attendees really 
took a lot away and many spoke to Kim afterwards to exchange emails to follow up with guitar 
lessons. An excellent way to promote musical activities and learning in the community. 
 
Topic: Common mistakes photographers make 
Presenter: Mick Dixon 
Date: 22 January 2019 
Venue: Armadale Library 
No. Attending: 28 
 
Mick Dixon is local professional photographer with a gift for communicating his knowledge and 
enthusiasm to others. The camera wielding audience (many of whom stayed beyond the one and a 
half hours) were fully engaged in his talk and came away very satisfied with the experience. The talk 
was very ‘hands on’ and the examples shown on the big screen were very amusing as well as 
instructive. 
 
Jeff Walker from Birtwistle Library also took the opportunity to enthuse the audience about this 
year’s FOCUS photography competition and its theme of ‘railway crossings’. He explained that in 
addition to FOCUS being a contest, the photos it created were valuable records for future 
generations. 
 
Many of the photography books on display were borrowed and much interest was shown in future 
library events. 
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EVENTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE AND TEENS  
 
Topic: Harry Potter Craft 
Presenter: Shirley Reilly, Claire Tomlin 
Date: 23 January 2019 
Venue: Armadale Library 
No. Attending: 21 
 
 
Comments:  
In preparation for the annual Harry Potter Book Night on February 1, teens were asked to make some 
props to decorate Armadale Library for this event. A large group enjoyed making a variety of items. 
Wands, potions, witches hats, candlesticks, bats, spiders and Platform 9 ¾ wallpaper were some of 
the props eagerly created by the group. 
 
Harry Potter fiction and non-fiction books were displayed for inspiration and borrowing. 
It was pleasing this workshop attracted a large number of teens. 

 

 
 
Topic: Shared Reading: Information and Practice Session 
Presenter: Di van der Walt 
Date: Wednesday 30 January 2019 
Venue: Armadale Arena 
No. Attending: 9 
 
Comments: 
Speech pathologist Di van der Walt from Perth Hills Speech Pathology delivered an informative 
workshop demonstrating how parents can have quality interactions with their child using books as a 
focus. The children were looked after in the Arena crèche for the first half of the workshop and then 
joined their parents for the practice session. 
 
Di shared strategies to make reading fun aiming to inspire parents to expand their child’s vocabulary, 
have engaging conversations page-by-page and encourage understanding of the story. Some of the 
strategies included face to face positioning when reading together so the parent can see their child’s 
reactions and commenting during the story instead of asking specific questions. 
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EVENTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE AND TEENS (continued) 
 
Better Beginnings Parent Workshops are held once each term encouraging parents to learn about 
topics important to their child’s development. The sessions are interactive so children and parents 
can learn together. Books were displayed to promote the library collections.  
 

 
 
Topic: Curious Creatures – School Holiday Program 
Presenters: Glenn Swift, Michael Speranza, Shirley Reilly, Jenny Ramshaw, Claire Tomlin, 
Rita Lennon 
Dates: 11, 14, 17, 18, 19, 21 and 22 January 2019 
Venues: Armadale and Kelmscott Libraries; Stargate Shopping Centre 
No. Attending: 145 children; 66 adults  
Summer Reading Club: 131 participants 
 
Comments:  
The Summer Reading Club theme of Curious Creatures was adopted for the January school holiday 
program. Children participated in a wide range of fun and stimulating activities, arousing their 
curiosity in regard to the range of experiences libraries have to offer. 
 
The Australian Early Development Census has shown in the City of Armadale that pre-primary 
children are developmentally vulnerable in domains such as language and cognitive development, 
emotional maturity and physical health and well-being. Interactive and educational activities in the 
library give children the opportunity to develop listening, motor, literacy, physical and social skills. 
The aim is to attract some families to the library who might not be regular patrons. A range of related 
books is displayed promoting our collections. 
 
Summer Reading Club: Children were encouraged to read during the school holidays by registering 
and recording how many books they read over the summer in their reading log. Rewards and 
certificates were given as an incentive to make reading fun! This summer saw a record number of 
registrations – an increase of 44 from 2018! 
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EVENTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE AND TEENS (continued) 
 
Lego at the Library: Keen Lego builders created a variety of curious creatures and their habitats. 
These regular sessions promote teamwork and motor skills. 
 
Tales of Curious Creatures: Glenn Swift regaled his audience with an assortment of curious tales, 
vocalised in song and prose, along with some very curious accents. The kids were eager to participate 
in the actions and help repeat the lines in some of the stories, which featured a range of Australian 
animals. Glenn read aloud two picture books from the Curious Creatures book display and surprised 
himself and the listeners as the stories unfolded.  
 
Family Lego Robotics: Working with the robotic kits and iPads, families worked together through 
the projects, starting from a basic model to more advanced builds. These were wonderful bonding 
sessions where all the family members learnt together and spent quality time building and 
programming their models to make sounds, spin and move. 
 
Wildlife With Kanyana: Snakes, a black cockatoo, an echidna, lizards, tawny frogmouths, and even 
a woylie visited the library for the children to learn about native curious creatures. Kanyana Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Centre staff educated and entertained giving children the opportunity to pat some of 
the animals too.  
 
Crafternoon: An assortment of craft materials inspired imaginations and a wonderful selection of 
curious creatures was created. 
 
Will O’-The-Wisp Lanterns: Michael Speranza brought fairy magic to the Kelmscott library. He 
shared the different fairies and where they come from on a world map. Then the children made and 
decorated a lantern. The lantern was carried around the library to find four treasure boxes that each 
held a magical token to put into their lantern, and finishing off with dances of each fairy. This was a 
magical session which embraced children’s imagination. 
 
Craft Corner: A craft table was set up in the Stargate Shopping Centre for the school holidays. Craft 
supplies were regularly replenished which reflected on how well it was received by the community. 
A craft table was also set up in the library for a two week period and although statistics were not kept 
there were regularly children and adults creating at the table and a number of positive comments 
were received from parents  
 

 
Lego   Glenn Swift    Kanyana 
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OTHER LIBRARY MATTERS OF INTEREST 
 
Implementation of the Public Libraries Strategy will be prioritised according to available resources.  
The initial focus will be on progressing work on a new tiered model to support public library 
services, and a new model to support regional and remote libraries.  
 

HERITAGE STATISTICAL PERFORMANCE INDICATORS – JANUARY 2019 
 

Heritage Department Year to date statistics – January 2019 2018 
Visitor Numbers: 
The number of visitors to History House Museum, Bert Tyler Vintage 
Machinery Museum and the Birtwistle Local Studies Library 

2,293 2,336 

Education Programs: 
The number of students and teachers interacted with through the 
Museum’s Australian Curriculum based education programs, both 
incursions and excursions, as well as the Museum in a Box (MiaB) 
program . 

1,741 1,037 

Public Programs: 
The number of people attending talks, workshops, exhibition openings, 
school holiday programs, presentations and other events.  

197 333 

Reference and Research: 
The number of reference enquiries responded to, or major research 
undertaken in response to all public enquiries received (volunteer hours 
may assist with the research). 

384 314 

Volunteer Hours: 
The number of volunteer hours spent on customer service, data entry, 
conservation tasks, family history assistance, oral history recording and 
transcribing and other duties. 

1,825 
 

1,861 
 

 

The visitor numbers, (to the Museum in particular), correlate to the current temporary exhibition and 
any official opening or public programs associated with the exhibitions.  
 
The number of students and teachers interacted with in the Education program is dependent upon the 
school year, with some months being more popular, depending on curriculum and timetabling.  
 

BIRTWISTLE LOCAL STUDIES LIBRARY- PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
Birtwistle Wiki 
Linton Reynolds is expanding the Wiki, creating pages for the main camps that housed troops in 
England going to and from the Western Front. Entries for local soldiers are being upgraded with 
further details about camp stays and hospital stays, including links to the Wiki’s camp site pages. 
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BIRTWISTLE LOCAL STUDIES LIBRARY- PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES (Continued) 
 
Research requests 
Research requests in the Local Studies Library included: 

 Wiki enquiry about soldiers travelling on the SS Leicestershire 
 Images wanted of local shopping centres in the 1990s period 
 Wiki enquiry about soldier John Robert Christie 
 Old rates books (microfiche) enquiry about the land of Henry Vigden Cross 
 Wiki enquiry / addition to entry for John Feast 
 Early Kelmscott Show photographs sought for educational purposes 
 Query about history and garden design of Glendale Gardens of Fifth Road 
 Query about local orchards and vehicles used 
 Researcher wanting information on Kelmscott hospitals 
 
FOCUS local history photo competition 
A FOCUS workshop was held on Monday 7 January. Titled How to Improve Your Photos and hosted 
by award-winning local photographer Tony McDonough, with the session filled to capacity. The 
Assistant Local Studies Librarian spoke to attendees about the FOCUS 2019 theme ‘Crossing the 
Line’, later giving the same short talk at another photography workshop by Mick Dixon on 22 
January. Entries open in February until the end of March. 
 
St Mary in the Valley parish records 
BLSL volunteers are continuing to type these handwritten records into a document table to be made 
available to family history researchers. 
 
Armadale Aquatic Centre History Project 
This project’s centrepiece document A History of the Armadale Aquatic Centre has been completed, 
along with complementary history documents (Kiosk, Aqua Slides and others) plus a range of oral 
histories. The series of documents and transcripts has been catalogued and shelved, available for 
public reading in the series Armadale Aquatic Centre History Project. The BLSL component of the 
project is complete, although the collection of more oral histories will continue. 
 
Donations 
 1917 photograph of the Armadale Memorial Obelisk 
 Original 1957 souvenir programme for first swimming carnival at Kelmscott Pool featuring 

Olympian Dawn Fraser 
 Four yearbooks from Kelmscott Senior High School (1990-1993) 
 A researched history of George and Evaline Cross 
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HISTORY HOUSE MUSEUM – COLLECTION AND DONATIONS 
 
Collection Management 
The termite infestation in the museum is being monitored. There has been no expansion of termite 
activity and there is clear evidence that existing activity is being reduced by the termite baits.  

HISTORY HOUSE MUSEUM – EXHIBITIONS 
 
Armadale and War (working title) 
The curator, with assistance from volunteer, is researching and developing the next permanent 
exhibition for the museum. This permanent exhibition will explore the changing impact of major 
conflicts i.e. WWI, WWII, Vietnam, and Gulf War on the local community since 1900.  
. 

HISTORY HOUSE MUSEUM – EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
 
School Visits 
No school visits due to school holidays. Review of programs has been completed and marketing 
materials made for the school year ahead.  
 
School Incursions 
No school visits due to school holidays. . Review of programs has been completed and marketing 
materials made for the school year ahead.  
 
MiaB 
No school visits due to school holidays. Work continues to update the boxes with a new labelling 
system.  
 
School holiday program: Egg Carton Creatures 
24 January 2019 attracted 31 people in total with 17 children and 14 adults.  
  
Family backpacks 
Work has begun on planning and designing a new family learning program based on the museum’s 
main collection.  
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RANGER AND EMERGENCY SERVICES 
 

RANGER AND EMERGENCY SERVICES OVERVIEW 
 
The Ranger and Emergency Services Team aims to build a safe and connected community through: 
 
 Animal care, control and licensing 
 Fire prevention and Emergency Management 
 Education and enforcement of State and Local law 
 Awareness, education and support 
 

ANIMAL CONTROL 
 
Dogs 
Ranger Services received two hundred and forty six (246) requests for assistance during the report 
period. The primary focus of Ranger Services is managing the response to the community for 
requests for service.  
 
Cats 
Since the implementation of the Cat Act 2011 (WA), all domestic cats within the City have to be 
micro chipped, registered and sterilised. As the Cat Act was implemented to deal with feral cats, the 
Rangers have a trapping program with our community. If a member of the public has an issue with 
an unidentified cat, we will arrange for trapping to occur. If a cat is found to be owned, we will do 
everything to attempt to get the cat home before we impound it. 
 
Ranger Services received ninety one (91) requests for assistance during this report period.  
 

VEHICLES 
 
Parking 
Parking restrictions, education and enforcement are ongoing for our City Centre and schools. Since 
school returned for this year we have identified that parking issues are starting to increase in 
Harrisdale and Piara Waters areas. We have been working with our engineering team to provide the 
community with suitable solutions to the parking enquiries we are receiving. These issues are due to 
the community members not being aware of the parking laws to deal with parking on a footpath, 
parking close to an intersection, parking to cause obstruction (especially in alleyways, small streets at 
the rear of properties in cottage block area's) and other general offences.  
 
Ranger Service attended to 119 matters relating to the unlawful parking of vehicles during this report 
period.  
 

LITTER 
 
Ranger Services have received a number of complaints, from concerned members of the community, 
regarding household rubbish being deposited onto reserves and road verges throughout the district. 
Keeping roadsides, reserves and other areas litter free is a major focus of the City of Armadale and 
Rangers are continuously identifying and infringing litter offenders.  
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FIRE & EMERGENCY SERVICES 
 
Prevention 
There were 55 enquires relating to fire during the January report period; these matters were 
principally related to reports of fire hazards on private property. 
 

RANGER AND EMERGENCY SERVICES STATISTICS – JANUARY 2019 
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RANGER AND EMERGENCY SERVICES STATISTICS – JANUARY 2019 
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