
CITY OF ARMADALE 
 

A G E N D A 
 
 

OF TECHNICAL SERVICES COMMITTEE TO BE HELD IN THE COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS, ADMINISTRATION CENTRE, 7 ORCHARD AVENUE, ARMADALE ON 
MONDAY, 22 MARCH 2004, AT 7.00 PM. 

 
 

A meal will be served at 6.15pm. 
 
PRESENT:  
 
 
 
 
APOLOGIES:  
 
 
 
 
OBSERVERS:  
 
 
 
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  
 
 
 
 
PUBLIC:  
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DISCLAIMER 
 
The Disclaimer for protecting Councillors and staff from liability of information and advice 
given at Committee meetings to be read by the Chairman.  
 
 
DECLARATION OF MEMBER’S INTERESTS 
 
 
 
 
DEPUTATION 
 
Western Power 
Mr Simon Bradbrook – Major Accounts 
Mr Gion Giudice – Western Service Manager Network 
Mr Laurie Seddon – Technical Regulations Manager 
 
QUESTION TIME 
 
 
 
 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

RESOLVED 
 

Minutes of the Technical Services Committee Meeting held on 23 
February 2003, be confirmed. 
 
MOVED Cr  
SECONDED Cr  

 
ITEMS REFERRED FROM INFORMATION BULLETIN – ISSUE NO. 6 
 
The following items were included for information in the “Technical Services” section: 
 
 Outstanding Matters 

Report on Outstanding Matters – Technical Services Committee ..................................T-1 
 Minutes of Advisory Committees 

Armadale Settlers Common – February 2004 .................................................................T-3 
Local Government Working Group – February 2004......................................................T-7 

 
If any of the items listed above requires clarification or a report for a decision of Council, 
this item to be raised for discussion at this juncture. 
 



 

 
 
 

TECHNICAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 
 

22 MARCH 2004 
 
 

 

I N D E X 

 
 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

APPOINTMENT OF NOMINEES TO THE BUSHCARE AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE AND CONSIDERATION OF TERMS OF REFERENCE.4 

FORRESTFIELD COMPLEX BUSHLAND MANAGEMENT PLAN ..............................7 
 
PARKS AND RESERVES 

MOWING OF ROAD VERGES .........................................................................................10 
 
ENGINEERING, DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT 
TIJUANA ROAD,  BROOKDALE – TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT ......................................13 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 

INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC WORKS ENGINEERING AUSTRALIA (IPWEA) - LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT INFRASTRUCTURE CONFERENCE - SYDNEY ..........................14 

INTERNATIONAL LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSET MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE 
- MELBOURNE ..............................................................................................................17 
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APPOINTMENT OF NOMINEES TO THE BUSHCARE AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE AND CONSIDERATION OF TERMS OF REFERENCE 
 
WARD All 
FILE REF: CTE/32 
DATE 26 February 2004 
REF CRG 
RESPONSIBLE 
MANAGER 

EDTS 

In Brief: 
 Nominations for two vacancies on the Bushcare and 

Environmental Advisory Committee (BEAC) closed 
on December 22 2003, and three eligible 
nominations were received. 

 Recommend: 
 That Council appoint the following nominees to 

the Bushcare and Environmental Advisory 
Committee: 
o Mr Alexander Agafonoff as member; 
o Mrs Liz Agafonoff as deputy member for Mr 

Alexander Agafonoff; 
o Mr Leo den Hollander as member; 
o Mr Michael Moltoni as deputy member for 

Mr Leo den Hollander. 
 That Council appoint Mr Ron Withnell as deputy 

member for Cr Frank Green. 
 That Council delete Clause 16 of the Bushcare 

and Environmental Advisory Committee’s Terms 
of Reference. 

 
 
Tabled Items 
Nil. 
 
Officer Interest Declaration 
Nil. 
 
Strategic Implications 
Communication: The effectiveness of Council’s communication with the community: We will 
measure this by the level of the range of mechanisms available for community input into 
Council’s decision making. 
 
Legislation Implications 
Assessment of legislation indicates that the following regulations apply: 
Local Government Act 1995 - Section 5.8 to 5.18. 
 
Council Policy / Local Law Implications 
General assessment has not revealed any applicable Policies/Local Laws. 
 
Budget / Financial Implications 
Nil. 
 
Consultation
Bushcare and Environmental Advisory Committee 
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BACKGROUND 
 
Vacancies on the Bushcare and Environmental Advisory Committee 
 
To fill two vacancies on the Bushcare and Environmental Advisory Committee (BEAC), a six 
week public nominations period was advertised, closing on 22 December 2003. Four 
nominations for vacancies were received, three of which met the essential criteria of being a 
resident of the City of Armadale. 
 
At it’s meeting on 17 February 2004, BEAC considered the nominations for the vacancies and 
voted by secret ballot. The greatest number of votes were received for Mr Leo den Hollander 
and his deputy member Mr Michael Moltini (6 votes), plus Mr Alexander Agafonoff and his 
deputy Mrs Liz Agafonoff (6 votes). Nominee Ms Joanne Gomersall (no nominated deputy) 
received the least number of votes (4). 
 
Please refer to the confidential attachment that contains nominations for the Bushcare and 
Environmental Advisory Committee. 
 
Bushcare and Environmental Advisory Committee Terms of Reference 
 
At it’s meeting on 20 May 2003, BEAC recommended to Council that “the Bushcare and 
Environmental Advisory Committee meetings be generally open to the public, with opportunities 
for public input maintained through the retention of question time and deputations in the 
Bushcare and Environmental Advisory Committee’s agenda” (17/03). 
 
The Bushcare and Environmental Advisory Committee’s Terms of Reference currently state that 
“Meeting of the Committee shall not be open to the public, unless at the invitation of the 
Committee” (Clause 16). 
 
The Committee, in light of BEAC’s purpose, which includes encouraging interest in 
environmental matters, did not consider the closure of BEAC meetings to the public 
appropriate. The Committee subsequently recommended to Council that BEAC’s meetings be 
open to the public.  
 
DETAILS OF PROPOSAL 
 
Vacancies on the Bushcare and Environmental Advisory Committee
 
At it’s meeting 17 February 2004, each member of the Bushcare and Environmental Advisory 
Committee were supplied with a copy of each of the nominations, and Committee members 
voted for the recommendation of two nominees. Following tally of the votes collected, the 
following persons were duly nominated to the Bushcare and Environmental Advisory 
Committee: 
 
1. Mr Alexander Agafonoff and deputy member Liz Agafonoff 
2. Mr Leo den Hollander and deputy member Mr Michael Moltini 
 
At it’s meeting 16 December 2003, the Bushcare and Environmental Advisory Committee 
considered the nomination of Mr Ron Withnell to the Committee, to act as deputy member for 
Cr Frank Green, representing the Bungendore Park Management Committee. BEAC 
subsequently recommended to Council “that Council accepts the nomination of Mr Ron 
Withnell as Deputy Member for Cr Frank Green, Member of the Bushcare and 
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Environmental Advisory Committee with affiliations to the Bungendore Park Management 
Committee.” 
 
Bushcare and Environmental Advisory Committee Terms of Reference 
 
In light of BEAC’s recommendation to Council (17/03), the deletion of Clause 16 of the 
Committee’s Terms of Reference is proposed. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Three suitable nominations for vacancies on the Bushcare and Environmental Advisory 
Committee were received in response to the public submission period that was advertised. The 
Bushcare and Environmental Advisory Committee considered nominations on 17 February 
2004, and recommended Council appoint the following people to BEAC, to fill the two 
vacancies. 
 
1. Mr Alexander Agafonoff and deputy member Liz Agafonoff 
2. Mr Leo den Hollander and deputy member Mr Michael Moltini 
 
BEAC have also recommended that Mr Ron Withnell be appointed as a deputy member to Cr 
Frank Green, representing the Bungendore Management Committee (16 December 2003). 
 
Clause 16 of the Bushcare and Environmental Advisory Committee Terms of Reference states 
that the meetings will not be open to the public, unless at invitation of the Committee. The 
Bushcare and Environmental Advisory Committee believe that this clause of their Terms of 
Reference is not consistent with their purpose, which involves encouraging interest in 
environmental issues. 
 

RECOMMEND 
 

1. That Council appoint the following nominees to the Bushcare and 
Environmental Advisory Committee: 

 
a) Mr Alexander Agafonoff as member; 
b) Mrs Liz Agafonoff as deputy member for Mr Alexander 

Agafonoff; 
c) Mr Leo den Hollander as member; 
d) Mr Michael Moltoni as deputy member for Mr Leo den 

Hollander. 
 

2. That Council appoint Mr Ron Withnell as deputy member for Cr 
Frank Green. 

 
3. That Council delete Clause 16 of the Bushcare and Environmental 

Advisory Committee’s Terms of Reference. 
 

 
MOVED Cr  
MOTION CARRIED / LOST 
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FORRESTFIELD COMPLEX BUSHLAND MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 
WARD Seville, 

Westfield, 
Kelmscott 

FILE REF: CON/8 
DATE 5 March 2003 
REF CRG 
RESPONSIBLE 
MANAGER 

EDTS 

In Brief: 
 A draft Forrestfield Complex Vegetation Management 

Plan has been prepared. 
 The draft management plan was released for a six-

week public comment period, finishing on 1 March 
2004. 

 One submission was received from the West 
Australian Threatened Species and Communities Unit, 
a part of the Department of Conservation and Land 
Management. 

 Recommend: 
 That Council adopt the Forrestfield Complex 

Bushland Management Plan. 
 
Tabled Items 
Nil. 
 
Officer Interest Declaration 
Nil. 
 
Strategic Implications 
Physical Infrastructure  
Maintain, conserve and improve our natural environments and bushland reserves, including 
rivers and streams 
 
Legislation Implications
Assessment of legislation indicates that the following regulations apply: 
Land Administration Act 
Town Planning and Development Act 
 
Council Policy / Local Law Implications 
General assessment has not revealed any applicable Policies/Local Laws. 
 
Budget / Financial Implications 
There is an annual budget allocation for implementation of Management Plans. A Business Plan 
is being prepared in respect to bushland management, and this Management Plan is partly based 
on budget information and priorities identified through that planning process. 
 
Consultation 

 Manager Parks 
 Bushcare and Environmental Advisory Committee in regard to development of criteria 

upon which to determine priorities for capital works. 
 Environment Australia regarding applicability of Commonwealth Environment Protection 

and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 to vegetation covered in this report. 
 Western Australian Threatened Species and Community Unit (Department of 

Conservation and Land Management) 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The ‘Forrestfield Complex’ is a vegetation type that used to extend over 11,300 ha of the 
Coastal Plain including parts of the City of Armadale, but of which only 573 ha (5 %) now has 
some existing or proposed protection under Bush Forever.  Five percent is below the minimum 
10 % target retention aimed for by the Western Australian Government, so the Forrestfield 
Complex is classified as ‘poorly reserved’. 
 
The ‘Forrestfield Complex’ vegetation type occurs nowhere else in the world.  Vegetation 
mapping carried out in 1992 identified most sites with Forrestfield Complex vegetation within 
the City of Armadale as floristic type 20b, which is endorsed as ‘endangered’ threatened 
ecological community in Western Australia by the Minister for Environment and Heritage. 
 
About 35.7ha of Forrestfield Complex bushland occurs in 13 locations within the City of 
Armadale.  Ten of these, totalling about 11.2ha are owned or vested in the City of Armadale, 
of which eight do not currently have management plans. This management plan addresses 
these remaining eight Forrestfield Complex areas, owned or managed by the City of 
Armadale.  The three remaining areas of remnant Forrestfield complex include Lambert Lane 
Bushland (managed by the Department of Conservation and Land Management), Connell 
Avenue Bushland (now owned by the Department of Planning and Infrastructure), and an 
area of bushland at the Kelmscott Secondary College and Agricultural College.  These three 
bushland areas are not included in the Management Plan. 
 
The City’s State of the Environment Report recommended individual management plans be 
prepared for reserves that have poorly reserved vegetation complexes or contain Threatened 
Ecological Communities (Action 2.8 a to d).  Council has already adopted management plans for 
Bob Blackburn Flora Reserve, Kendal Court Reserve and Fletcher Park.  It was decided that it 
would be better if one management plan was prepared to cover the other six City managed areas 
of poorly reserved Forrestfield Complex bushland because the remaining remnants require the 
same type of management recommendations and range in size from 9,500m2 to 70m2. 
 
A significant amount of work has occurred in the implementation of State of the Environment 
Report Action 2.20 that was amended in June 2002 to “Prepare a maintenance program for all 
bushland areas without existing or proposed management plans and develop a long-term 
capital works program for all bushland reserves”.  The work undertaken to date in 
implementing Action 2.20 has been reflected in the Forrestfield Complex Bushland 
Management Plan. 
 
DETAILS OF PROPOSAL 
 
A copy of the Draft Forrestfield Complex Bushland Management Plan has been previously 
(October 2003) provided to Councillors.  The Management Plan covers the next five years. 
 
The Forrestfield Complex Bushland Management Plan inclusive of the minor changes is 
provided to Councillors under separate cover. 
 
COMMENT 
 
Submissions Received 
One submission was received during the public submission period. This was provided by 
Western Australian Threatened Species and Community Unit, a part of the Department of 
Conservation and Land Management. This submission suggested minor changes to the 
management plan including: 
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 the need to refer to the communities as ‘type 20b’ 
 the need for the inclusion of a statement which identifies that the reserves will be 

managed for conservation purposes 
 the need to include on signs proposed in the management plan, information 

identifying the area as a threatened ecological community 
 eliminating the use of mulch in threatened ecological communities 
 inclusion in capital works listings of bollard placement around the bushland remnant 

at the depot. 
 
During the public submission period, officers from WATSCU toured the sites included in the 
Forrestfield Complex Bushland Management Plan with the Environmental Officer. 
WATSCU officers confirmed the likelihood of type 20b threatened ecological communities. 
WATSCU officers were impressed with the biological values of all sites, especially Creyk 
Park, Kendal Court and the Depot Bushland. 
 
ANALYSIS 
 
The recommendations forwarded by the WATSCU during the public comment period are 
believed to have significant merit, and have now been included in the Forrestfield Complex 
Vegetation Management Plan.  
 
The suggestion for the use of bollards at the Depot site was not supported because the 
increased costs of bollards is considered to outweigh the benefit that would be gained. To 
date there has not been problems with vehicles or pedestrians on the Depot Bushland. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
It is recommended that Council now adopt the Forrestfield Complex Bushland Management 
Plan. 
 

RECOMMEND 
 

That Council adopt the Forrestfield Complex Bushland Management Plan. 
 
MOVED Cr 
MOTION CARRIED / LOST 
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MOWING OF ROAD VERGES 
 
WARD All 
FILE REF: RES/1 
DATE 22 March 2004 
REF PL 
RESPONSIBLE 
MANAGER 

EDTS 

In Brief: 
 The matter 

roads was 
Committee b

 Recommen
 That a 

covered
the cos
include 

 
Tabled Items 
Verge Slashing Plan. 
 
Officer Interest Declaration 
Nil. 
 
Strategic Implications 
Physical Infrastructure 
Implement long term preventative and refurbishment p
 
Legislation Implications 
Full assessment of all relevant legislation indicates no 
 
Council Policy/Local Law Implications 
Full assessment of all policies/Local Laws indicates th
 
Budget/Financial Implications 
Currently unfunded. 
 
Consultation 
Nil. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At its Ordinary Meeting on 1st December 2003, Counc
 
“That a report be provided detailing the roads covere
and the cost options to enlarge this programme to in
City.” 
 
The matter of mowing of road verges on busy loca
Services Committee by Councillor Munn. 
 
Councillor Munn has provided the following further in
 
Many of our busier internal roads; Westfield, Tait, Lo
unkempt verges, especially where the property faces
verge. 
 
Forrest Road and other busy streets, which have an u
the kerb, should also be included in the above assessm
22 MARCH 2004 

of mowing of road verges on busy local 
referred to the Technical Services 

y Councillor Munn. 
d: 
report be provided detailing the roads 

 currently by the mowing programme and 
t options to enlarge this programme to 
all distributor roads within the City. 

rogrammes. 

restrictions. 

at none are applicable. 

il resolved (T120/11/03) as follows: 

d currently by the mowing programme 
clude all distributor roads within the 

l roads was referred to the Technical 

formation: 

wanna etc. often are made unsightly by 
 another street and have a long side 

nkempt gap between the footpath and 
ent. 
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If we are really serious of improving our City’s image, maybe we should really be 
considering these points. 
 
Could the committee consider the possibility of making these long unkempt verges part of the 
mowing programme? 
 
COMMENT 
 
Details of roads maintained by the City’s Parks and Reserves department by mowing and 
litter collection are shown on the tabled plan as Schedules A, B, C, D and E.  
Frequency/intervention levels, length of verge and associated costs of maintenance have been 
included. 
 
District distributor roads A and B shown on the road hierarchy are not currently maintained 
by the Parks and Reserves department, but are shown on the tabled plan as requested in 
recommendation T120/11/03. The cost to maintain these district distributor roads A and B at 
a frequency/intervention level of one cut per annum is $51,248. 
 
Other internal local roads have not as yet been individually identified however, a list can be 
formulated and scheduled accordingly following discussion of this item.  Regular inspections 
have revealed that it is often only selected verges along a street that are unsightly and 
unkempt especially where the property faces another street and have a long side verge. 
 
Some other Local Authorities have opted to manage all unkempt verges.  The City of 
Armadale mow these unkempt verges only where they are considered to be a hazard and then 
only on an infrequent basis.  The number of requests for works in this area continue to 
increase annually. 
 
An annual budget allocation in the order of $50,000 is currently expended on hazard mowing 
on an as needs basis following a request for works rather than a pro-active programmed 
approach as being suggested. 
 
To mow additional local roads would cost an estimated $1,200 per kilometre / per cut. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
The cost of expanding the current verge mowing programme to the District Distributor Roads 
(A and B) as shown on the City of Armadale verge Slashing Plan would be approximately 
$51,248 per cut. 
 
The cost of expanding the program into the busier local roads would be $1200/km with a 
potential total cost of $725,000 per cut if all road verges were mowed. 
 
However when contemplating expanding the programme it should be borne in mind that the 
current programme (as indicated on the plan) is not being achieved due to financial 
constraints – namely, recent significant price increases from the mowing contractors and the 
requirement to manage the budget for Parks Maintenance (M92) within its allocation by 
Council in other areas of the Parks Department budget. 
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RECOMMEND 
 

That the report detailing roads currently on the verge mowing 
programme and costs associated with expanding the programme be 
received. 

 
MOVED Cr 
MOTION CARRIED/LOST 
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TIJUANA ROAD,  BROOKDALE – TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT 
 
The matter of traffic management in Tijuana Road was referred to the Technical Services 
Committee by Councillor Cominelli. 
 
Councillor Cominelli to provide further information. 
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INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC WORKS ENGINEERING AUSTRALIA (IPWEA) - LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT INFRASTRUCTURE CONFERENCE 
 
WARD: All 
FILE REF: ENG/1 
DATE: 3 March 2004 
REF: LP 
RESPONSIBLE 
MANAGER: 

EDTS 

In Brief: 
 Outline of proceedings for a special IPWEA National 

Conference – Building and Financing the Next 
Generation of Local Government Infrastructure. 

 Recommend: 
 That Councillor ___________________ attend as 

Council’s delegate to the Institute of Public Works 
Engineering Australia National Conference – 
Building and Financing the Next Generation of 
Local Government Infrastructure - to be held in 
Sydney on Thursday, 22nd April and Friday, 23rd 
April 2004 inclusive, with costs to be charged to 
GL1508520. 

 That the Executive Director Technical Services 
attend as Council’s delegate to the Institute of 
Public Works Engineering Australia National 
Conference – Building and Financing the Next 
Generation of Local Government Infrastructure - 
to be held in Sydney from Thursday, 22nd April to 
Friday, 23rd April 2004 inclusive, with costs to be 
charged to GL1526720. 

 
Tabled Items 
Nil. 
 
Officer Interest Declaration 
Nil. 
 
Strategic Implications 
Communication 
Stronger communication links with Government and other groups. 
Corporate Services 
To create a workplace where staff are innovative, confident and continue to learn. 
 
Legislation Implications 
General assessment of relevant legislation (eg. Local Government Act) has not revealed any 
restrictions. 
 
Council Policy/Local Law Implications 
Assessment of Policy / Local Law indicates that the following are applicable: 
ADM3 – Conferences Seminars and Training 
 
Budget/Financial Implications 
The individual cost to attend the conference, which includes airfare, accommodation and full 
registration is $2,502.   
Funds are available from the Elected Members’ Conference Budget (Schedule M1) 
GL1508520, for attendance of an elected member. 
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Funds are available from the Technical Services Conferences and Seminars Budget (Schedule 
M141) GL1526720 for the attendance of the Executive Director Technical Services. 
 
Consultation 
Nil. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
This special two day national Conference  is the first of its kind to be conducted by the 
Institute of Public Works Engineering Australia and is not included on Council’s schedule of 
annual Conferences.  Its theme is Building and Financing the Next Generation of Local 
Government Infrastructure and the Conference is to be held in Sydney from Thursday, 22nd 
April to Friday, 23rd April 2004. 
 
The Conference theme is designed to highlight the rapidly growing demands on local 
government to build new infrastructure – as well as to replace ageing assets.  It will 
encourage leading Councils to seek innovative solutions to the financing of the next 
generation of new infrastructure.  Joint ventures with the private sector, developer 
contributions, public private partnerships and a number of novel financing techniques are all 
being explored with the goal of building high quality public assets. 
 
An impressive array of speakers ranging from International, National, Finance and 
Engineering sectors will discuss Australia’s most successful local government partnerships 
between the private and public sectors, and explore important themes in the current 
investment spotlight such as risk management, probity, value for money outcomes and project 
management. 
 
A Copy of the Conference Programme is at Attachment “A1” of the Agenda (see Summary 
of Attachments – Green Page). 
 
 
COMMENT 
 
The City has significant interest in the issue of Public Works and as such representation at the 
Conference is considered to be of benefit.  The public works industry wields considerable 
influence over the way that Council carries out its business and it is considered important that 
Local Government and Armadale are represented.   It is also important that Council stays up 
to date and informed on all aspects of this crucial aspect of its operations. 
   
The individual cost to attend the Conference, which includes airfare, accommodation and full 
registration is $2,502.  Details as follows: 
 

Air fare $600 
Accommodation $780 
Conference Fees $1122 
Total $2,502 
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The Executive Director Technical Services will be on leave in Adelaide from 13th April and is 
prepared to travel to Sydney for the Conference. 
 
The Mayor is on leave of absence in Queensland from 16th April and is also prepared to travel 
to Sydney for the Conference. 
 
It had been envisaged that attendance at this Conference might also enable a delegation to 
Canberra with regard to funding submissions.  However, Parliament is not sitting throughout 
April and an alternative time will need to be selected for this purpose. 
 
Council’s Elected Members’ Conference Budget (Schedule M1) GL1508520 provides 
sufficient funds for elected member representation.  The attendance of the Executive Director 
Technical Services will be funded from the Technical Services Conferences and Seminars 
Budget (Schedule M141) GL1526720. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
The Executive Director Technical Services is active in the management of issues addressed 
by this Conference.  The conference is of such a range of topics and sessions that attendance 
will provide good value in terms of information gathering and technical discussion.  It will be 
recommended that Council should be represented at the Conference. 
 

RECOMMEND 
 
1. That Councillor ___________________ attend as Council’s delegate 

to the Institute of Public Works Engineering Australia National 
Conference – Building and Financing the Next Generation of Local 
Government Infrastructure - to be held in Sydney on Thursday, 22nd 
April and Friday, 23rd April 2004 inclusive, with costs to be charged 
to GL1508520. 

 
2. That the Executive Director Technical Services attend as Council’s 

delegate to the Institute of Public Works Engineering Australia 
National Conference – Building and Financing the Next Generation 
of Local Government Infrastructure - to be held in Sydney from 
Thursday, 22nd April to Friday, 23rd April 2004 inclusive, with costs 
to be charged to GL1526720. 

 
MOVED Cr 
MOTION CARRIED/LOST 
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INTERNATIONAL LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSET MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE - 
MELBOURNE 
 
WARD: All 
FILE REF: ENG/1 
DATE: 3 March 2004 
REF: LP 
RESPONSIBLE 
MANAGER: 

EDTS 

In Brief: 
 Outline of proceedings for the International Local 

Government Asset Management Conference. 
 Recommend: 

 That Council approve the attendance of the 
Manager Technical Services as a delegate to the 
International Local Government Asset 
Management Conference - to be held in 
Melbourne on Wednesday, 12th May and 
Thursday, 13th May 2004, with costs to be charged 
to GL1526720. 

 
Tabled Items 
Nil. 
 
Officer Interest Declaration 
Nil. 
 
Strategic Implications 
Communication 
Stronger communication links with Government and other groups. 
Corporate Services 
To create a workplace where staff are innovative, confident and continue to learn. 
 
Legislation Implications 
General assessment of relevant legislation (eg. Local Government Act) has not revealed any 
restrictions. 
 
Council Policy/Local Law Implications 
Assessment of Policy / Local Law indicates that the following are applicable: 
ADM3 – Conferences Seminars and Training 
 
Budget/Financial Implications 
The attendance of the Manager Technical Services will be funded from the Technical 
Services Conferences and Seminars Budget (Schedule M141) GL1526720. 
 
Consultation 
Nil. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
This Conference, conducted by the Municipal Association of Victoria, is an inaugural 
Conference and not listed on Council’s schedule of annual Conferences. 
 
Asset Management has become an increasingly high priority in the strategic management of 
Local Governments throughout Australia. 
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This Conference, conducted by the Municipal Association of Victoria, has secured high 
quality speakers from across Australia and around the globe who have leading edge 
knowledge on asset management issues.  As well as sharing in their experience, delegates will 
be able to have their say in the workshop sessions to help define the future directions for asset 
management.  Attendees will also receive a briefing on the 2004 Federal Budget, as it will 
impact on Local Government Asset Management. 
 
This inaugural Conference contains the most impressive array of knowledge about local 
government Asset Management ever presented in Australia. 
 
Local Government is basically about Service Delivery, Governance and Asset Management, 
but asset management is the hot issue of 2004. 
 
The Local Government Asset Management Agenda for this year includes: 
 
 Nonfeasance: The Brodie case and its impact 
 Legislation: Road Management Bill, Road Management Plans 
 AusLink: to be announced in 2004, probably in the Budget 
 Roads to Recovery (R2R) and the launch of regional road funding 
 Defining and meeting levels of service for local government communities 
 The sustainability gap 
 Asset Management Improvement Programs in the various states / territories 
 Public liability insurance issues 
 Risk management 
 Introduction of national Performance Based Standards (PBS) 
 National Directions in data frameworks and knowledge / information systems 
 New partnerships between local governments and state governments 

 
A copy of the Conference Programme is at Attachment “A2” of the Agenda (see Summary 
of Attachments – Green Page). 
 
COMMENT 
 
The City has significant interest in the issue of Infrastructure Funding and Asset Management 
and as such attendance at this Conference would be of benefit.   It is also important that 
Council stays up to date and informed on all aspects of this crucial aspect of its operations. 
   
The individual cost to attend the International Local Government Asset Management 
Conference, which includes airfare, accommodation and full registration is $1,450.  Details as 
follows: 
 

Air fare $600 
Accommodation $600 
Conference Fees $450 
Total $1,650 
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CONCLUSION 
 
The Manager Technical Services has for some years been active in the management of 
technical issues addressed by the Conference.  The conference is of such a range of topics and 
sessions that attendance will provide great value in terms of information gathering and 
technical discussion.  The conference also provides a national opportunity for Council to 
demonstrate its leadership in addressing the technical challenges and issues faced by Local 
Government. 
 
It should also be noted that the IPWEA have recently commenced a series of major initiatives 
aimed at national coordination and implementation of advanced asset management processes.  
In this regard the IPWEA are funding the attendance of the Manager Technical Services at a 
national coordination meeting in Sydney in two weeks time. 
 
The subject matter of the Conference is set at a strategic level and could be of benefit to other 
representatives, particularly if able to be combined with other priorities.  This may be subject 
of a further report.  It will be recommended that the Manager Technical Services  be 
nominated as Council’s delegate to the International Local Government Asset Management 
Conference. 
 

RECOMMEND 
 
That Council nominate of the Manager Technical Services as its delegate 
to the International Local Government Asset Management Conference - 
to be held in Melbourne on Wednesday, 12th May and Thursday, 13th May 
2004, with costs to be charged to GL1526720. 

 
MOVED Cr 
MOTION CARRIED/LOST 
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LATE ITEMS 
 
 
 
 
COUNCILLORS’ ITEMS 
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