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CR ______________________________________ 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the next ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL will be 
held in the Council Chambers, Orchard Avenue, Armadale at 7.00pm 
 

TUESDAY, 2 MARCH 2004 
 

 
R S TAME 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 
26 February 2004 
 
 
 
1  DECLARATION OF OPENING / ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 RECORD OF ATTENDANCE / APOLOGIES / LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

(previously approved) 
 
  
  
 
 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
AND AGENDA 
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3 ADVICE OF RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

TAKEN ON NOTICE 
 
At the meeting on 16 February 2004, the Mayor and Council agreed to taking on notice 
those questions submitted in writing prior to the Council meeting and as a gesture of 
good faith also agreed to including responses to those questions on this agenda for 
public information. 
 
The following response was forwarded to Mr Cullen in a letter dated 23 February 2004. 
 
P Cullen – 1 B Saddlers Retreat, Kelmscott 
 
1. Are the Council aware of recent government studies linking brickworks with poor 

community health? 
Council is aware of the Department of Environment’s (DoE) review of existing 
brickworks in the Swan Valley and resultant Brickworks Licensing Policy. 
 

2. Could the Council examine these studies, make them available to the Armadale 
community and provide comment? 
It is not for the City to publish or make available Studies compiled by other 
agencies – State and Federal Government agencies are equally accountable to 
the populace and the people should directly approach their Governments. 
Council is happy to advise on links or agencies where it has the knowledge. 
The City will not devote resources to examining/reviewing studies unless it is in 
the course of dealing with a specific project or application. The public can use 
Council’s libraries to access these reports on the internet. 
 

3. Can the Council guarantee the proposed brickworks will not cause health problems 
in this region? 
Council has no application before it and, of course, can give no such guarantee 
as it is unaware of the detailed technology. 

 
 
4. Can the Council explain what they think is meant by using the precautionary 

principle in regard to public health and if that is a principle to which they adhere? 
If the precautionary principle means do nothing and approve nothing until you 
have 100% guarantees the answer is NO. Council is required to make 
determination of applications on advice from other statutory authorities. 

 
5. Are the Council aware of other recent studies which show poorer suburbs including 

Armadale already have high levels of contaminants in the air when compared to 
richer suburbs? 
Council is aware of a newspaper report comparing different parts of the 
metropolitan area. (It was noted none of the levels approached any 
internationally accepted levels of concern). 
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6. Could the Council also make these studies available to the community? 
No – See answer to Q2. Council is unaware of the origin of the newspaper 
report. 

 
7. Could the council explain what they are doing to track down the source of these 

contaminants and clean the air in the region? 
Fairly obvious from the reports they are not the result of localised emissions – 
more a product of the broader metropolitan area.  If Council became aware of 
a local air pollution disadvantage it would be required to refer that issue to the 
appropriate State Government Authority (the DoE). Council is not funded, 
equipped nor does it have the necessary specialist expertise to pursue these 
matters itself. 

 
8. Is the Council aware of the chloride and fluoride acid gases produced by 

brickworks and the types of health problems they can cause? 
See answer to Q1 and Q2. 
 

9. Could the Council make this information readily available to the community? 
See answer to Q1 and Q2. 
 

10. Could the Council explain how noxious industries such as brickworks fit into a plan 
to keep the region free from dangerous toxins? 
The regional population requires industry. Any new proposal must comply 
with all statutes, laws and meet appropriate conditions of approval. There are 
currently no declared noxious industries in Armadale. A brickworks would not 
necessarily be considered a noxious industry. 

 
11. Is the Council aware of the successful fight of other communities to prevent 

brickworks being constructed in their areas? 
Council is aware of the history of existing old technology brickworks in the 
Swan Valley and that certain proposals in the City of Swan have not reached 
fruition. 
 

12. Could the Council liaise with these people and find out exactly why they objected 
to having a brickworks? 
Council’s communication channel would be via the City of Swan. 
 

13.  Is the Council aware of the environmental breaches made by BGC in the past? 
Council is aware that the DoE is currently communicating with the BGC 
Group of companies over localised complaints regarding noise and dust at its 
concrete block factory operating in South Armadale. Council is unaware of 
alleged environmental breaches elsewhere. 
 

14. Could the Council make these available to the public including any fines the 
company has had to pay? 
Not applicable-See Question 13 above. 
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15. Is the Council aware of a list of community complaints levelled at the BGC block 
pave facility in Armadale and currently being investigated by the Department of 
Environment? 
Yes. Complaints relate to noise and dust. A number of residences are situated 
within the South Armadale Industrial Area and occasionally there are issues 
that arise from this close proximity of residents and industry. 
 

16. Could the Council make both the complaints and the level of conclusion of these 
investigations available to the community? 
The City has responded to the initial petitioners. The outcome remains with 
the DoE. 

 
17. Is the Council aware that many people in the Armadale community feel they 

already have illness associated with poor air quality from the Brookdale Toxic Plant 
and do not want any more potentially toxic or noxious industries in the area? 
Council’s position on the Brookdale Liquid Waste Site is well known. Council 
sought and accepted the Government’s eventual decision to close the site and 
provide other means of disposal of the wider community’s waste. 

 
18. Are the Council aware that the community have lost faith in the government to 

monitor and prosecute environmental breaches in polluting industries? 
Council respects this Government’s attempts to deal with a legitimate problem 
– the disposal of community waste. Individuals will make their own judgement 
but the City will continue to work with other spheres of Government to 
provide the best overall community outcome. 
 

19. Can the Council outline why they think the brickworks would be safe, why BGC 
would not breach environmental regulations and why we would trust the 
government to effectively monitor and prosecute any breaches? 
Council has not had an application before and therefore has not formed an 
opinion. The City will be required to consider any lawful application and 
address it on strict town planning principles. Brickworks provide the basic 
building material for urban living and Armadale has just as great a need for 
that material as other regions.  
 

20. Can the Council explain why living near brickworks would not enhance property 
values? 
Property values are enhanced by orderly planning and a wide variety of 
factors. Council is not able to comment further. 

 
21. Can the Council explain why brickworks are not found in wealthy areas? 

The location of brickworks was once a geographical factor (i.e. source of raw 
material – clay). 
Now they are located within appropriately zoned areas, subject to appropriate 
laws and conditions. Inner metropolitan areas do not have the land available at 
the price that makes it economical for this use. Most industrial uses are found 
towards the outer metropolitan fringe. 
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4  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 
Minimum time to be provided – 15 minutes (unless not required). 
 
A procedure has been adopted by Council to ensure the orderly conduct of 
Public Question time and a copy of this procedure is attached to the Council 
Agendas made available in the public gallery. 
 
The public’s cooperation in this regard will be appreciated. 

 
 
5  APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
  Request for Leave of Absence – Cr Reynolds 
 
  Request for Leave of Absence received from Cr Reynolds as follows: 

1. For the period 15th March to 22nd March 2004 inclusive 
2. For the period 16th April to 9th May 2004 inclusive 

 
RECOMMEND 
 
Request for leave of absence received from Cr Reynolds 

• for the period 15th March to 22nd March 2004  [Includes 1 Council 
meeting – 15th March 2004] and 

• for the period 16th April to 9th May [Includes 2 Council meetings – 
19th April and 3rd May 2004] 

be received and granted 
 
 
 
6  PETITIONS 
 
 
 
 
 
7  CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 
7.1 PREVIOUS ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL 

HELD ON 16 FEBRUARY 2004 
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8 ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PERSON PRESIDING WITHOUT 

DISCUSSION 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9 QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN 

GIVEN - WITHOUT DISCUSSION 
 

Nil 
 
 

 
10  REPORTS 
 

 
10.1 TECHNICAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 

Report of the Technical Services Committee held on 23 February 
2004. 
 
 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM REPORT 

 
   

 
 
 
 
10.2 COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE 

Report of the Community Services Committee held on 24 February 
2004. 
 
 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM REPORT 
 
 
 

 
   

 
 
 
 
10.3 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT 
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   Report of the Chief Executive Officer as at 25 February 2004. 
 
 

BUSINESS ARISING FROM REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
11  MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN 
 

Nil 
 
 
 
 
12 URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY THE PERSON PRESIDING OR 

BY DECISION 
 
 
 
 
 
13 MATTERS FOR REFERRAL TO STANDING COMMITTEES -  

WITHOUT DISCUSSION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14 MATTERS REQUIRING CONFIDENTIAL CONSIDERATION 

 
 
 

 
 
15  CLOSURE 
 
 
 


