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ALGA NEWS                                5 OCTOBER 2012 

Climate Change Inquiry highlights uncertainty 

The Senate Economics Legislation Committee is currently holding an inquiry into the Clean 
Energy Amendment (International Emissions Trading and Other Measures) Bill 2012 and 
related bills.  These Bills manage both the mechanism to allow the Australian-European 
Union carbon trading scheme to come into force by 1 July 2015 and some tinkering around 
the edges that has been required since the Carbon Price and related programs commenced on 
1 July. 

Submissions received before the cut off date of 3 October highlight a number of issues that 
should be addressed.  However, the primary issues related to ensuring that investment into 
low-carbon technologies is encouraged as a side-effect of changes announced by Minister 
for Climate Change and Energy Efficiency, Greg Combet, earlier this year.  The problem 
raised is the confidence that business and industry is going to need to feel before investing 
time and money into the development of those low-carbon products and services.  This is the 
issue that government needs to address across a number of fronts in relation to the changes 
that formed the Clean Energy Futures (CEF) package. 

The issue of uncertainty is one not just for business and industry, but also for local 
government.  At present, councils across the country are gauging their interest in 
participating in a number of programs that form part of  the CEF.  The most central is the 
Carbon Farming Initiative (CFI).  The landfill portion of the CFI can require the installation 
of the expensive infrastructure. 

Like those bodies that are looking for certainty to invest in the vital technologies that will 
make the transition to a low-carbon future possible, councils need to know that the programs 
they are participating in, and putting money into, will be there for the future and will provide 
a decent financial return, as well as reducing carbon emissions. 

Local government is committed to addressing the issue of climate change and carbon 
reduction, but as this inquiry shows, uncertainly across numerous sectors exists, and might 
limit the effectiveness of these programs and needs to be addressed by government. 

 

Expert in road health to address National Roads
Congress 

According to leading transport expert from the UK and keynote speaker at the 2012 National 
Local Roads and Transport Congress, Matthew Lugg OBE, the saying "prevention is better 
than cure" applies to roads as much as it does to our health. 

Mr Lugg recently lead a review by the English Government into the severe damage to local 
road networks caused by three successive extreme winters. 

"One of the key findings from the review was that much of this damage could have been 
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prevented by better asset management," Mr Lugg said. 

Asset management will be a focus at this year's Congress, being held from 14-16 November 
in Hobart, with a major highlight being the release of the first State of the Local Road Assets 
Report.  

Councils are currently developing asset management policies consistent with the National 
Framework on Asset Planning and Management and these policies are being used to 
underpin the management of the local road network. As asset management plans mature and 
allow for transparent linkages to long term financial planning, local government will be 
better placed to argue for increased funding for the local road network.  

Matthew Lugg is the Director of Environment and Transport for Leicestershire County 
Council,  and Chair of the Midland Highway Alliance Board. 

To find out more about the Congress or to register your attendance, go to www.alga.asn.au 

 

Proposed amendments to the Native Title Act
1993 

The Australian Government has released proposed amendments to the Native Title Act 
1993, which focus on improving agreement-making, encouraging flexibility in claim 
resolution and promoting sustainable outcomes. 

Stakeholders, including local government bodies, are invited to provide comments on the 
exposure draft.  The draft legislation, explanatory cover sheet and a link to the survey are 
now available on the Attorney-General’s Department website, by clicking here. 

The process follows an announcement by the Attorney-General in June 2012 that the 
Australian Government would progress a number of amendments to the Act relating to 'good 
faith' and associated provisions under the 'right to negotiate' regime, the disregarding of 
historical extinguishment of native title in areas such as parks and reserves, and processes 
for Indigenous Land Use Agreements. 

Comments can be provided either via the Department's online survey or alternatively can be 
sent via email to native.title@ag.gov.au.  The deadline for providing feedback on the 
exposure draft is by close of business on Friday 19 October 2012 (EST). 

For further information, contact native.title@ag.gov.au. 

 

President's Column 

Constitutional recognition has been a major focus of ALGA this year and as such, ALGA 
has met a series of important milestones, which I hope to build on as the Association's new 
President. 
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Following the release of the Expert Panel Report, which favoured ALGA’s preferred option 
of financial recognition, on 22 December last year,  ALGA has prepared a draft bill and 
explanatory memorandum to amend Section 96 of the Constitution. We sought a response to 
the Expert Panel's recommendations, but were met with a consistent response from the 
Government that they were waiting for the decision of the High Court in the Williams case.  
Following the release of the Williams decision in June and the Government’s legislative 
response, ALGA obtained expert legal advice that the constitutional uncertainty about the 
direct federal funding of local government remained.  

ALGA held a strategic Board meeting on 26 July, which agreed on a series of steps to 
advance constitutional recognition.  It was also agreed that the ALGA President and 
President-elect would meet with Minister Crean and argue for ALGA’s proposed way 
forward, especially a Parliamentary Committee which would consider critical issues relating 
to the actual wording of the question for the referendum and a time for the referendum when 
it was most likely to be successful to gain bi-partisan support.  We are also seeking funding 
for a public education campaign in the lead up to a possible referendum. 

I have sent letters to the Independents, Greens and Liberals informing them of what we are 
asking for and seeking their support.  I am looking forward to discussing that 
correspondence with members of Parliament next week, when I am in Canberra.  As we are 
still awaiting a formal response from the Government regarding our proposed way forward, I 
issued a media release last month calling on the Government to establish a Parliamentary 
Committee to consider the timing of a referendum and the question.  A Parliamentary 
Committee would give members from all sides of politics the chance to discuss and agree on 
issues such as the timing of a referendum and the wording of a referendum question before a 
bill is introduced to Parliament.  Referendums are few and far between but previous 
processes have involved a Parliamentary Committee.    

While constitutional recognition has occupied much of ALGA’s time and resources,  it is 
important to be aware that the much awaited review of the Financial Assistance Grants is 
also an issue that I am focussed on engaging with the Government and Opposition.  Along 
with constitutional recognition, this item is critical to our long-term viability as a sphere of 
government and I will be advancing our position strenuously when I meet with Members of 
Parliament. 

I look forward to updating you on the outcomes of my meetings with members of Parliament 
in next week's edition of ALGA News. 

  
Mayor Felicity-ann Lewis 
ALGA President 

 

 

Councils win Keep Australia Beautiful
Beverage Container Recycling Grants 
78 local communities around the nation have been awarded a Keep Australia Beautiful 
Beverage Container Recycling Grant - a threefold increase on the 23 grants awarded in 
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2011. 

The grants were open to all communities across Australia with up to $10,000 per applicant 
available for projects that could demonstrate they would result in a measurable diversion of 
beverage containers out of landfill, through increased recycling in local communities with a 
particular focus on out and about areas. 

Example initiatives include recycling infrastructure and signage at community events, in 
sporting or retail venues, shopping strips or education centres, essentially locations where 
large crowds gather and the provision of recycling infrastructure helps the public place their 
recycled material in the right bin. 

To date, the Beverage Container Recycling Community Grants Program has resulted in 
almost $800,000 being distributed through the Keep Australia Beautiful Network to over 
125 community groups, councils, schools and other organisations Australia wide. 

The 2012 Community Grant Recipients include: 

NSW - 17 recipients 

Albury City Council, Lavington Swim Centre, Rotary Club of Cobar, Ku-Ring-Gia Council, 
Lismore City Council, Broken Hill Council, Ellalong Tidy Town, Great Lakes Council, 
Hurstville City Council, Lake Macquarie Council, Port Macquarie Hastings Council, 
Shellharbour City Council, Surf Life Saving NSW, Tamworth Regional Council, Tropical 
Fruits Inc. Lismore, V8 Supercars, Wagga Wagga City Council. 

VIC - 12 recipients 

Melton Shire Council, City of Monash, McClelland College Frankston, Sale Tennis Club, 
South Gippsland Shire Council, City of Whittlesea, Ararat Rural City Council, Mitchell 
Shire Council, Northern Grampians Shire Council, Frankston City Council, Melbourne Girls 
Collect, Central Murray Regional Waste Management Group. 

QLD - 13 recipients 

Mackay Secondary High School, Homestead Secondary School, Laura Secondary School, 
Gin Secondary School, Redland City Council, Scarborough Secondary School, Pentland 
Secondary School, Bundaberg SLSC, Xceler8 Media Inc., Townsville City Netball, Border 
Rivers Catchment Management Association, Sacred Heart School Sandgate, Rainbow Bay 
SLSC. 

WA - 10 recipients 

Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale, Shire of Corrigin, Shire of Chapman Valley, Australian 
Association for Environmental Education WA, Shire of Woodanilling, City of Gosnells, 
City of Cockburn, Gnaraloo Station Trust, Care for Hedland Environmental Association, 
Project Shorelines. 

SA - 14 recipients 

Friends of Port Moorowie, Tatachilla Lutheran Collect, Penfield Golf Club, Point Turton 
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Progress Association, Finding Workable Solutions, District Council of Robe,  Tennis 
Millswood Complex, Port Vincent Tidy Towns, Surf Lifesaving National Carnival, Walker 
Flat Progress Association, Minda Inc, Hutt Street Centre, Seaford Shopping Centre, Two 
Wells Scouts. 

TAS - 6 recipients 

Glenorchy City Council, Launceston City Council, Marist Regional College, Penguin 
Football Club, St Mary’s Collect Hobart, Glamorgan Spring Bay Council. 

ACT - 2 recipients 

Orana Steiner School, Pegasus. 

NT - 4 recipients 

Palmerston City Council, East Arnhem Shire Council, Coomalie Council, Tiwi Islands Shire 
Council. 

 

 

NSW Government commits funding to Bridges
for the Bush 

The NSW Government announced this week that it would top up the $10 million previously 
committed to improving bridges on key freight links in regional NSW, bringing the total 
amount available over the next five years to $145 million.  It is understood that the NSW 
Government is still seeking matching funding from the Australian Government.  

The Bridges for the Bush initiative is intended to improve road freight productivity through 
NSW by upgrading or replacing bridges at 17 key locations over the next five years.  These 
locations have been identified through consultation with local government and other key 
industry stakeholders.  

A new and dedicated infrastructure development program will fund the necessary upgrade of 
the network.  Two high priority strategic program investment areas have been identified to 
help manage ageing assets and provide the biggest benefit to freight productivity in the short 
term (over five years).  These two priority programs are outlined below. 

 Program 1 - Higher Mass Limit bridge restrictions - replacing or upgrading the 
next five high priority HML deficient bridges on State roads (total cost expected to 
be $132 million)  

 Program 2 - Heritage Timber Truss Bridges - the replacement of six heritage 
timber truss bridges (to HML standard) and upgrade of six heritage timber truss 
bridges to provide ongoing safe service levels  

o HML standard bridges (total cost expected to be $80.5 million)  
o ongoing safe service levels (total cost expected to be $69 million)  

A project plan is being developed to deliver the priority 1 and 2 programs in the next five 
years.  Project development has already commenced on the 17 bridges and is in various 
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stages of progress. It includes preliminary and concept design, detail design, environmental 
assessment and commencement of construction works.  

 

 

Dwelling approvals strengthened in August 

Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) Building Approvals show that the number of 
dwellings approved rose 6.4 per cent in August 2012, in seasonally adjusted terms, 
following a fall of 21.2 per cent in the previous month. 

Dwelling approvals increased in Victoria (30.2 per cent), Western Australia (16.1 per cent) 
and Queensland (1.8 per cent) but decreased in New South Wales (-18.3 per cent), South 
Australia (-1.0 per cent) and Tasmania (-0.9 per cent) in seasonally adjusted terms. 

In seasonally adjusted terms, approvals for private sector houses fell 0.5 per cent in August. 
Private sector house approvals fell in New South Wales (-10.4 per cent) and Queensland (-
3.6 per cent) but rose in Western Australia (11.0 per cent), South Australia (1.4 per cent) and 
Victoria (0.8 per cent). 

The value of total building approved rose 9.4 per cent, in seasonally adjusted terms, after 
falling for 2 months. The value of residential building rose 9.2 per cent while non-residential 
building rose 9.8 per cent. 

Further information is available in Building Approvals, Australia (cat no. 8731.0) on the 
ABS website at www.abs.gov.au 

 

 

Interest in Citizenship increasing 

The Australia Citizenship Test Snapshot 2011-12 reveals increased participation and pass 
rates for people from vulnerable backgrounds, according to the Minister for Immigration and 
Citizenship, Chris Bowen MP. 

Minister Bowen said more people from vulnerable backgrounds were expressing interest in 
acquiring citizenship since the government introduced education pathways for migrants. 

"Becoming a citizen is an important step which shows commitment to our nation and its 
people," Mr Bowen said. 

"It is important that new Australians understand the pledge they make as new citizens: that 
Australia is a peaceful nation built on democratic beliefs, rights and liberties, and whose 
laws they will uphold." 

The latest citizenship snapshot supports that Australia has a high citizenship take-up rate 
compared with other countries in the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD). 

"The high citizenship take-up rate is a mark of the success of the citizenship focused model 
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of Australian multiculturalism," Mr Bowen said. 

A record 71,662 applicants from more than 196 countries took the citizenship test in 2011-
12, up almost 20 per cent on last year's figure of 59,787. 

The top five countries of birth for migrants who took the test are the United Kingdom (16.6 
per cent), India (13.9 per cent), China (10.1 per cent), the Philippines (6.1 per cent) and 
South Africa (5.1 per cent). 

The Australia Citizenship Test Snapshot report is available, click here. 

 

 

End date approaches for Victorian flood payments

People affected by major flooding this year in the Indigo and Towong Local Government 
Areas in northern Victoria have until Thursday 11 October to lodge a claim for the 
Australian Government Disaster Recovery Payment. 

Attorney-General and Minister for Emergency Management, Nicola Roxon said that while 
many of those affected have already received the assistance, others were yet to apply. 

“The floods which inundated the region in late February caused widespread damage to 
homes, businesses and farming land,” Ms Roxon said. 

The Australian Government Disaster Recovery Payment provides a one-off payment of 
$1,000 for eligible adults and $400 for each eligible child in declared Local Government 
Areas. It is available to those: 

 whose home was destroyed or severely damaged  
 who were seriously injured in the disaster  
 who were stranded in or unable to gain access to their home for 24 hours or more, or 
 whose home was without utilities or other essential services for at least 48 hours.  

More information about the Australian Government Disaster Recovery Payment is 
available here. 

Claims can be lodged through Centrelink Online Services (follow the links from the 
humanservices.gov.au/disaster page); by calling 180 22 66; or by handing a completed paper 
claim form to staff at a Centrelink or Medicare Service Centre. 

 

 

Risk Assessment, Measurement and Mitigation
Sub-Committee (RAMMS) Meeting 

The Commonwealth/State Risk Assessment, Measurement and Mitigation Sub-committee 
(RAMMS) met recently at the Bureau of Meteorology offices in Melbourne, discussing 
current and future priorities. 
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 RAMMS formally endorsed a discussion paper on Risk Communication that was a product 
of the Risk Communications Workshop held on 15-16 August 2012 attended by RAMMS 
members and Community Engagement Sub-committee representatives.  

Over the coming 12-24 months, RAMMS intends to focus more heavily on the measurement 
and mitigation aspects of its remit having channelled the vast majority of its efforts to date 
into the risk assessment space.  Implementation of the long-term projects constituting the 
National Work Program for Flood Mapping, revision of the National Emergency Risk 
Assessment Guidelines, and development of a NERAG Practice Guide and online training 
course will continue to be priorities. 

ALGA is represented on RAMMS, one of four subcommittees that reports to the Australian 
and New Zealand Emergency Management Committee, which in turn supports the Standing 
Council for Police and Emergency Management. 

 

 

Number of women nominating for local elections
increases 

More than a quarter of current councillors, including 17 mayors, are not standing again at 
the 2012 council elections to be held in Victoria on 27 October. 

More than 2000 candidates have been confirmed for the 78 elections, four per cent more 
than the number that contested the 2008 elections. 

Municipal Association of Victoria chief executive Rob Spence, said the high level of 
nominations confirmed community interest in civic duties continued to thrive. 

"We've seen particularly high numbers of nominations in many outer suburban councils, 
which potentially highlights the tensions and challenges facing growth communities," he 
said. 

‘‘Our dedicated stand for council campaign has really paid off with a 42 per cent drop in the 
number of councillors elected unopposed.’’ 

Of the 631 councillor vacancies, only 32 were uncontested this year. 

‘‘It’s also pleasing to see more females nominating,’’ he said. 

"Thirty-three per cent of all candidates are women, up from 31 per cent in 2008." 

Every vacancy is being contested at 61 councils across the state.  The Victorian Local 
Governance Association also welcomed the increased participation of women in local 
government elections. 

There is a woman standing for election in every council in Victoria, but the percentage is 
still below the 35 per cent recorded in 2005. 
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Major performing arts companies are robust and
well-managed 

Australia’s major performing arts companies are robust, stable and have continued to expand 
their city audiences in line with population growth, according to the latest Australian 
Council Snapshot of Major Performing Arts Company Key Trends. 

They have also extended their reach and engagement in regional and remote communities. 
The report, drawn from an extensive set of audited data provided by the major companies, 
contextualises the external influences and impacts to make sense of the data. 

"Given the complexity of the breadth and depth of activities undertaken by the companies it 
is vital we understand the big picture - and how well managed they are," Executive Director, 
Bethwyn Serow, said. 

Working capital has increased across the group by $11.9 million and whereas in 2001 only 
nine companies had positive reserve funds, that number has more than tripled in 2011. 

The report found that major performing arts companies’ education programs reached out to 
over half a million school children last year as well as running workshops for over 28,000 
attendees and other free and self-presented performances. 

Although the global financial crisis (GFC) and the associated drop in national and 
international tourism had a negative impact on opera audience figures, opera as an art form 
is not in decline.  New business models are generating new audiences, the results will come 
through strongly in the 2012 data. 

The trend over the past ten years incorporates the strong growth before and after the GFC. 
For example, from 2002 to 2011 paid capital city attendances at performances by major 
performing arts companies have grown by 13 per cent.  Regional access and participation 
has also grown substantially, with attendances of 800,000 in 2011. 

 

 

Register for Anti-Poverty Week: 14-20 October 

Anti-Poverty Week aims to strengthen community understanding of poverty and hardship in 
Australia and around the world.  During Anti-Poverty Week, councils can help to fight 
poverty and hardship by: 

 strengthening public understanding of poverty and hardship around the world and in 
Australia  

 encouraging research, discussion and action to address these problems, including 
action by individuals, organisations and governments  

 inspiring commitment to make a difference.  

Promotion materials are available for download including posters, flyers, postcard and an e-
booklet. Councils organising an activity are also asked to register their event on the Anti-
Poverty Week website. 
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ICLEI Thriving Neighbourhoods Conference
2012 

The Thriving Neighbourhood Conference, hosted by ICLEI (International Council for Local 
Environmental Initiatives), is a unique opportunity to gain information, insights and 
collaborative opportunities for those who are committed to sustainability at the local level. 
 Conference participants will include delegates from local councils, government departments 
and agencies, associations, the private sector and the professions. 
  
This is not a local government conference per se but a conference that will bring together 
presenters and participants in local government need to collaborate to deliver on community 
expectations and needs. 
 
The program is available on the Conference website along with information on how to 
register, please visit www.thrivingneighbourhoods.org or download the flyer here.  

 

ALGA News can be read online each week at 
www.alga.asn.au/news.aspx 
Editor: newscomments@alga.asn.au Tel: 02 6122 9434. 
Australian Local Government Association - 8 Geils Court, Deakin, 
ACT, 2600. 
Copyright © 2001 Australian Local Government Association. ISSN 
1447-980X  

 Advertise in ALGA News
Unsubscribe
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ALGA NEWS                           12 OCTOBER 2012 
 

Government flags motion for Parliamentary
Committee 

ALGA President, Felicity-ann Lewis met with Local Government Minister Simon Crean 
this week to discuss ALGA's proposal to progress the issue of constitutional recognition 
of local government by establishing a Parliamentary Committee to  consider critical issues 
related to a potential referendum. 

During the meeting, Minister Crean said that the Government was negotiating a motion to 
be introduced into Parliament for the establishment of a Parliamentary Committee to 
consider the timing of a referendum on constitutional recognition of local government and 
the wording of the referendum question. 

Prime Minister Julia Gillard gave an undertaking when coming to office in 2010 to hold 
referendums by the end of 2013 on both constitutional recognition of indigenous 
Australians and constitutional recognition of local government.   Despite the 
Government's decision last month to defer a referendum on indigenous recognition, 
ALGA has continued to work with the Commonwealth on putting in place the conditions 
for a successful local government referendum, which would ensure that important federal 
funding for local communities can continue. 

ALGA has long maintained that the only way to protect direct federal funding for 
community services and infrastructure is to have local government recognised in the 
Australian Constitution. 

ALGA is seeking an amendment of Section 96 of the Constitution so that it would read: 
"Parliament may grant financial assistance to any state or local government body formed 
by or under a law of a state or territory on such terms and conditions as the Parliament 
sees fit." 

The report of an expert panel, established by the Government to explore the need for 
acknowledging local government in the Constitution, recommended last December that 
the case for financial recognition was a viable option. 

By establishing a Parliamentary Committee, members of all sides of politics will have an 
opportunity to focus on the exact words of the referendum question, which is expected to 
be considered by the Committee as part of its Terms of Reference.  ALGA understands 
that the issue of bi-partisan support across the political spectrum is critical for success and 
the Committee is likely to consider the level of support for a referendum. 

 

Opposition Leader reinforces in-principle
support for referendum 

Opposition Leader Tony Abbott has reinforced the need for local government associations 
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to secure political support from all sides of politics, at both the federal and state levels, in 
order to progress the issue of constitutional recognition of local government. 

During a meeting with ALGA President Felicity-ann Lewis this week, Mr Abbott 
reinforced the Opposition's in-principle support for ALGA's suggested wording for an 
amendment to Section 96 of the Constitution to recognise local government and 
encouraged the sector to discuss the wording with state governments. 

ALGA acknowledges the need for support from all sides of politics to ensure maximum 
success for a referendum proposal and is seeking to ensure that all parties, including the 
Independents, support direct funding of local government. 

Recognising local government in the Constitution will secure the Commonwealth's ability 
to continue providing direct funding for councils to maintain local roads, infrastructure, 
services and facilities that local communities need and deserve.  
 
An example of direct funding programs is the Roads to Recovery program, where the 
Commonwealth provides funding of about $350 million a year to councils for maintaining 
local roads.  Local roads are a good example of community infrastructure that every 
Australian resident benefits from. 
 
Recent High Court decisions in the Pape Case and the Williams Case -which both 
considered the power of the Commonwealth to provide direct funding  to entities not 
recognised in the Constitution - raise serious doubts about the Australian Government's 
legal ability to continue directly funding local councils. 

 

NBN public symposium focuses on opportunities
to come from infrastructure 

A public symposium, sponsored by the University of Canberra this week, looked at the 
critical questions and issues being faced as the National Broadband network (NBN) 
commences widespread operations in Australia.  The symposium brought together 
academics, industry analysts, government regulators and policy makers to examine the 
important issues that will arise as the NBN is rolled out.  The symposium heard that the 
NBN, the most significant national infrastructure project in decades, promises to 
revolutionise telecommunications infrastructure and the telecommunications policy 
environment, which will challenge thinking about content, connectivity and control. 

Speakers at the symposium presented a range of perspectives on what an NBN future will 
look like and the potential benefits it can bring to regional communities, government 
service delivery and social cohesion.  Keith Besgrove from the Department of Broadband, 
Communications and the Digital Economy  told participants that the internet will 
contribute $70 billion to the economy and that local government, in particular, has the 
potential to vastly improve service delivery.  Although each council is different, about 60 
per cent of councils had common core services which could be enhanced by the NBN. 
 Several councils had excellent initiatives.  He provided examples of initiatives in 
Townsville, Kiama and Armidale councils which were trialling tele-health  initiatives 
under the Government's NBN local government programs.  Rosemary Sinclair, chair of 
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the Government's Regional Telecommunications Inquiry Review Committee spoke of the 
regional opportunities for the NBN.  Regional communities, she stressed, wanted 
"reliable" and "affordable" broadband and these were far greater than considerations about 
speed. 

Dr Tony Ayers from Tektel talked about the need to explain the NBN to a non-technical 
audience and has created a new website www.BroadbandExplained.com to explain the 
NBN in simple terms to the general public.  One of the key messages of the session was 
that people should not get "hung up on the plumbing"  and how the NBN will be 
delivered.  Rather, communities should focus on the outcomes and opportunities. 

 

President's Column 

This week I spent a major part of my time in Canberra meeting with members from all 
sides of politics, including the Independents, to discuss progressing the issue of 
constitutional recognition of local government.  The meetings follow letters I sent two 
weeks ago to parliamentary leaders and the Independents outlining a series of steps that 
ALGA has proposed to advance the constitutional recognition process.  

The ALGA Board's proposed way forward includes the establishment of a Parliamentary 
Committee that would consider critical issues such as the timing of a referendum and the 
actual wording of the question for the referendum.  We are also seeking funding for a 
public campaign in the lead up to any referendum. 

Support from across the political spectrum is essential in order for a referendum to 
succeed, which is why I met with the Leader of the Opposition, Tony Abbott; 
Independents Andrew Wilkie, Tony Windsor and Bob Katter; Greens Senator Lee 
Rhiannon; Nationals Senator Barnaby Joyce; Local Government Minister Simon Crean; 
and Finance Minister Penny Wong.  

Each Member of Parliament that I met with expressed their willingness to support 
ALGA's proposal to progress constitutional recognition of local government and 
recognised the merits of a Parliamentary Committee process to consider the timing of a 
referendum that would maximise success and the wording of the question. 

 ALGA is seeking financial recognition of local government in the Constitution to protect 
direct federal funding for community services and infrastructure.  We are calling for an 
amendment of Section 96 of the Constitution so that it would read: "Parliament may grant 
financial assistance to any state of local government body formed by or under a law of a 
state or territory on such terms and conditions as the Parliament sees fit."  

Mayor Felicity-ann Lewis 
ALGA President 

 

 
Heavy Vehicle Safety and Productivity Program
- extension to closing dates for round three 
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The Government has previously announced additional funding for its Heavy Vehicle 
Safety and Productivity Program (HVSPP)  to provide $50 million for Round 3 over 
2012-13 and 2013-14.  

The program guidelines have now been amended to provide greater clarity on how local 
government can participate in the Program.  In this regard,  state and territory 
governments have been encouraged to consider submissions from local government for 
the delivery of livestock transport industry projects.  These projects should improve heavy 
vehicle safety and could include: 

 First and last mile projects linking to saleyards and including the associated on and 
off ramps, gate, wash bays and fencing,  

 Rest areas associated with long distance transport spelling yards which could 
include truck stopping bays, fencing and other infrastructure to support the 
animals and drivers, and  

 Saleyard ramps and gates associated with loading and unloading a livestock 
transport vehicle.   

The closing date for submissions under the Livestock Transport Industry Category has 
been extended to 31 October 2012 with the closing date applications from state and 
territory governments for these projects extended to 30 November 2012.  All other 
applications from state and territory governments for non -livestock transport related 
categories are due by 31 October 2012.  

The Program guidelines can be found here. 

 

 

NSW Local Government farewells valued
mayors 

Three of NSW’s most esteemed and respected councillors, serving a combined total of 98 
years in local government, have been honoured for their loyalty and commitment to the 
sector by the Shires Association of NSW in Sydney last week. 

President of the Shires Association of NSW, Cr Ray Donald, thanked long serving and 
now retired councillors Cr Bill Bott AM, Cr Wal Mitchell AM and Cr Mike Montgomery 
AM, for their many years of dedication and hard work serving their communities. 

Cr Adam Marshall was also thanked for his almost nine years as councillor and four years 
as mayor, noting his significant contribution to the Shires Association of NSW and the 
Local Government community. All of these councillors opted not to stand in the recent 
2012 Local Government elections. 

“These four highly motivated councillors have significantly contributed to building Local 
Government in NSW to what it is today.  I thank each of them for their consistent support, 
not only for their councils, but also their years of dedication to Local Government and 
Shires Associations of NSW (LGSA),” said Cr Donald. 
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“Whether it is lobbying the State Government on important rural and regional matters, 
advocating Shire Association policies to their local areas, or donating their time to serve 
on the Shires Association board of Executives, Crs Bott, Mitchell, Montgomery and 
Marshall have maintained a heavy involvement at the LGSA over many years, and I am 
extremely grateful,” he said. 

 “I felt it was important to acknowledge the years of fantastic achievements, valuable 
work, wisdom, passion and loyalty invested by these councillors into shaping their own 
councils, and indeed Local Government State-wide.” 

 “These four former Mayors have unquestionably left a positive impact on Local 
Government in NSW throughout their many years of service. Their knowledge and 
expertise will be missed by many, leaving a strong legacy on which our industry can build 
upon.” 

 

 

Victorian Council decides CCTV not always the
best option 

The City of Yarra is considering manning taxi ranks with council workers to increase 
public safety, rather than installing CCTV cameras. 

Under the proposal, trained staff would manage taxi ranks on Swan, Smith and Brunswick 
Streets. 

The call comes after the Victorian Premier, Ted Baillieu, promised $3 million in grants 
for local councils to place CCTV cameras in crime hot spots. 

Yarra Councillor Anthony Main says more CCTV cameras will not make the streets safer.

"CCTV can only be used after any incidents," he said. 

"We're trying to look at a situation to create preventative measures, to set a different tone 
and change the environment on the street." 

Councillor Main says everyone in Melbourne has been touched by the death of ABC 
employee Jill Meagher. 

"I think it's the responsibility of all public representatives to take these issues on board 
and put forward a progressive alternative," he said. 

 

 

Low Carbon Australia helps Wagga with energy
saving 

Low Carbon Australia is helping finance a project that will more than halve the energy 
costs of Wagga Wagga’s Oasis Aquatic Centre. 
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Low Carbon Australia Limited is an independent company established by the Australian 
Government in 2010 to deliver innovative programs to help the move towards a low 
carbon economy.  It provides financial solutions to Australian business, government and 
the wider community to encourage action on energy efficiency, cost-effective carbon 
reductions, and accreditation for carbon neutral products and organisations. 

Wagga Wagga City Council will install a cogeneration unit at its aquatic centre after the 
summer season, as part of a $780,000 upgrade. 

Low Carbon Australia’s CEO Meg McDonald congratulated Wagga Wagga City Council 
on its foresight and said it was among a growing number of local governments acting to 
reduce their energy costs. 

“Councils are responsible for street lighting, recreation and cultural centres and waste 
facilities that can be high energy users and carbon emitters,” she said. 

“Upgrading with cleaner technology and equipment can help councils make significant 
inroads on reducing their energy costs and lowering carbon emissions. " 

Wagga Wagga City Council’s Mayor Rod Kendall said the new cogeneration unit is 
expected to produce annual energy cost savings of at least $320,000. 

“That’s more than half the aquatic centre’s estimated annual energy costs. The gas-fired 
generator will create electricity for the centre and the heat the engine produces will be 
used to heat our pools,” he said. 

 

 

Building resilience through disaster management
education 

The Townsville City Council has launched two DVDs designed to increase cyclone 
awareness in migrant and Indigenous communities. 

The DVDs will be distributed at next month's Cyclone Sunday and through social media. 

Mayor Jenny Hill says both communities were identified as needing tailored help when it 
comes to disaster preparedness. 

"We dramatised and used an approach of using actual volunteers from those communities 
as part of the DVD presentation and as well we've created I suppose a picture book like 
narrative that comes with the DVDs," she said. 

Councillor Hill says the entire community should cast its mind towardness preparing for 
the wet season. 

"Whether we're allegedly going to have 10 cyclones or only one cyclone across the coast, 
it's trying to get people to understand that you've always got to be prepared," she said. 

"The reality is it's only going to take one cyclone to hit Townsville to cause massive 
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damage and really start to tear away at the fabric of our community." 

 

 

Labour shortages in rural Australia 

The mayor of the rural Victorian city of Swan Hill says more asylum seekers should be 
sent to fill labour shortages in regional Australia. 

John Katis says the Afghans in his region are hardworking and fit well into the 
community. 

"They will work from daylight till dusk. These are the kind of people that we want to 
come into our country," he said. 

Mr Katis says Swan Hill has residents from more than 40 countries. 

He says Afghan and other asylum seekers are making a big contribution to local industries 
and the community. 

Mr Katis says instead of using foreign labourers on temporary visas, more asylum seekers 
should be given the chance to work and settle in regional Australia. 

"They support the community. What more can you want of anybody that is working on 
the land? I think they do a fantastic job," he said. 

 

 

Regional approach to deal with Native Title
Claim to be considered 

Ten councils in the western region have been asked to register as interested parties in a 
massive native title claim. 

The claim is from the Ngemba, Ngiyampaa, Wangaaypuwan and Wayilwan people. 

The area at the centre of the application stretches from Bourke and Walgett in the north to 
Ivanhoe and Hillston in the south. 
 
The claim includes crown land and water within the area but free hold land is excluded. 

The Mayor of the Warren shire Rex Wilson says the council will register as there will be 
issues that will need to be resolved as part of any Native Title determination. 

"I don't think it would have a great affect at all really because a lot of the land in question 
is community land anyway," he said. 

The claim takes in the Bogan, Brewarrina, Carrathool, Central Darling, Cobar, 
Coonamble, Gilgandra, Lachlan, Walgett and Warren council areas. 
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Applications open for Local Sporting Champions
program 

Junior sportsmen and women find it difficult to meet the ongoing and significant costs 
associated with participation at sporting competitions, particularly sportsmen and women 
from regional areas. 

The Local Sporting Champions program is an Australian Government initiative designed 
to provide financial assistance for young people aged 12-18 towards the cost of travel, 
accommodation, uniforms or equipment when competing, coaching or officiating at an 
official national sporting organisation (NSO) endorsed state, national or international 
sporting championships or a School Sport Australia state or national championships. 

Please click here for more details. 

 

 

Nominations open for 2013 Diversity@Work
Employment and Inclusion Awards 

Councils are being encouraged to be part of the 2013 Diversity@Work Awards and: 

 Attract and retain the best talent to your organisation by leveraging upon the 
national recognition of being a diversity and inclusion employer of choice.  

 Be a part of the nation’s longest standing diversity and inclusion awards program 
and contribute to leading business in Australia.  

 Receive feedback to benchmark your organisational diversity practices from a 
panel of judges, representing industry thought leaders, business innovators and 
academics.  

The 2013 Awards night will be held at the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre 
on Friday, 12 July. 

For more information, click here. 

 

 

International Disaster Management Conference 

The World Conference on Disaster Management (WCDM) is now calling for 
presentations for the 23rd WCDM taking place June 23rd - 26th in Toronto, Canada at the 
Metro Toronto Convention Centre. 

WCDM is proud to be the premier annual event for disaster management professionals, 
providing a global perspective on current issues and concerns in the industry. 

For more detailed information or to submit an abstract, visit the conference website, or 
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click here. 
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1.1 EMPLOYEE MOVEMENTS 
 
New Staff: 

 

 Term Programs Instructor – commenced 27/9/12. 

 

Staff Leaving: 
 

 Nil 

 

Other Staff Movements (Internal): 
 

 Organisational Development Officer transferred from part-time to full-time – 
effective 15/10/12. 

 
Current Recruitment Activity: 
 

 Building/Health Information Officer – interviews complete, recruitment progressing. 

 Supervisor Streetscapes – applications closed 13/9/12. 

 Administration Officer Ranger Services – interviews complete, recruitment 
progressing. 

 Landcare Worker x 2 – applications closed 27/9/12. 

 Bushcare Supervisor – applications closed 27/9/12. 

 Landscape Designer – applications closed 27/9/12. 

 Recreation Centre Staff – applications closed 2/10/12. 

o Term Program Instructors 

o Coaches 

o Umpires 

 Asset Officer – applications closed 4/10/12. 

 Senior Technical Officer (Civil Construction) – applications closed 4/10/12. 

 Subdivision Engineer – applications closed 4/10/12. 

 Coordinator Building Services (Commercial) – applications close 18/10/12. 

 Senior Building Surveyor – applications close 18/10/12. 

 Plant Operator/Waste Vehicle Collection Operator – applications close 18/10/12. 

 Seniors Activities & Promotions Officer – re-advertised with new position title of 
Activities & Promotions Officer (Positive Ageing) – applications close 25/10/12. 
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Current Recruitment Activity (cont.): 
 

 Customer Service Team Leader – applications close 25/10/12. 

 Health & Fitness Team Leader – applications close 25/10/12. 

 Coordinator Property Services – applications close 25/10/12. 

 Human Resources Officer (Part-time) – applications close 1/11/12. 

 Senior Environmental Health Officer – applications close 1/11/12. 

 Community Development Officer – Children & Families (Part-time) – applications 
close 1/11/12. 

 Recreation Facilities Staff (Casual) – applications close 5/11/12. 

o Crèche Assistant 

o Customer Service Officer 

o Aqua Instructor 
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TECHNICAL SERVICES COMMITTEE REPORT ON OUTSTANDING MATTERS 

ITEM REFERRING 
COMMITTEE 

COMMENTS 
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COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE 
REPORT ON OUTSTANDING MATTERS – OCTOBER 2012 

 DEPT. ACTION/STATUS 
“That the matter of profiling 
local business at events held at 
Champion Lakes be referred to 
the Community Services 
Committee.” 
 

Community 
Development 

C16/3/12 That the City 
investigate the possibility 
of a higher profile of 
regional attractions at 
Champion Lakes Events 
with a future report to be 
received. 
 

That the portion of the 
Armadale-Fremantle Railway 
Line remnants from 
Nicholson Road to Taylor 
Road is worthy of entry in the 
MHI at an “A” Management 
level in its entirety. 

 

 

Libraries and 
Heritage Services 

D1/6/12 Resolve that the 
preservation and 
enhancement of historical 
items be referred to 
Community Services 
Committee for further 
investigation. 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: 
 
 
YOUTH: 
 
Ignite Basketball 
 
Ignite Basketball celebrates its 15th week of operation with an average of 40 young 
people engaging each Saturday night. Young people are developing their basketball 
skills, receiving education on the impacts of drugs, alcohol and risk behaviours and 
developing team leadership skills through round robin, full court tournaments. 
Recently Ignite has achieved the qualification of eight of its participants as Junior 
Coaches. Course participants have been awarded certificates from Basketball WA 
after attending an introduction to basketball coaching that will serve as a foundation 
to more advanced awards at a later date. Several members from the course are now 
taking active staff roles within Ignite Basketball and setting examples for many others 
to follow. 
 
 
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES: 
 
Indigenous Literacy day was held at the Champion Centre on the 20th of September. 
This event was to encourage Aboriginal parents of children 0 - 6 to involve their 
families in literacy-based activities. Traditional story telling and dance workshops 
were  presented by Daniel Garlett, Jeremy Garlett and the Sister Kates Home Kids 
Aboriginal Corporation. Over 100 people attended the event.  
 
 
SENIORS, ACCESS AND INCLUSION: 
 
Seniors Housing Seminar 
 
Westfield -Kelmscott Seniors Club hosted a seminar on housing in partnership with 
the City of Armadale. The seminar on 'Downsizing' and 'Reverse Mortgages and 
Accessing Equity' was presented by the Seniors' Housing Centre. Feedback from 
participants indicated a great interest in both topics with some seniors booking into 
the City's next housing seminar on 'Modifying Your Home' on the 31 October. 
 
 
VOLUNTEERING: 
 
Step into Volunteering 
 
Armadale Volunteer Services hosted a Step into Volunteering session on Thursday 
27th September at the Armadale Library. This free session attended by 11 people, 
some of which expressed an interest in taking up a volunteer position in the City.  The 
inaugural session of Step into Volunteering was held during National Volunteer Week 
in May and attracted 6 people. 
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Volunteer Management Training 
 
Armadale Volunteer Services in partnership with the City of Gosnells e-Volunteer 
Hub presented a special Advanced Volunteer Management training session with 
Martin J Cowling at Frye Park Pavilion on Tuesday, 16 October.  This workshop was 
extremely well received with 38 people attending.  
 
Volunteer Recognition Event 
 
A volunteer recognition event is being planned for November 23 at Memorial Park 
commencing at 3.30pm.  The event will have an Olympics theme and will be tagged 
Volunteering - Everybody Wins!   
 
 
Eat Act Live 
 
The City's first progress report on Eat Act Live has been submitted to the Department 
of Health and Ageing. The report demonstrates the successful engagement of 171 
residents in the City of Armadale and City of Gosnells in a number of healthy eating 
and physical activity programs which aim to modify behaviours and improve health 
outcomes.  
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September 2012 
 
LIBRARY SERVICES 

 
Statistical Performance Indicators 
 
The Library Department’s statistical performance indicators report for the month of 
September 2012 is attached. 
 
“E”xtension Activities (Enrich, Educate, Explore, Escape, Entertain, Evolve) 
 
Reports on activities and community information sessions held during the month. 
44 regular sessions were held in September. These include: story time, Baby Rhyme Time, 
Books on Wheels, World of Words Multicultural Group, reading & writing groups, computer 
training sessions, games mornings, Men’s Social Group, Crime Club  and Family Tree Group. 
A total of 420 people participated in these various activities. Additionally, 251 people were 
reached with external visits to schools and other community facilities. 
 
Reports on some these are detailed below. : 
 
“E” (Enrich, Educate, Evolve) Session 
 
Report: Children’s Activity Session 
Prepared by:  Shirley Reilly 
 
Topic: Armadale Young Writers’ Award presentations 
Presenter: Cr. Henry Zelones, guest author Norman Jorgensen 
 
Date: 8/9/2012 
Time: 5.30-6.30pm 
Venue: Seville Grove Library 
 
 No. Attending: 70 
 
Comments:  The Armadale Young Writers Award was launched on June 1st 2012 to 
encourage local students in Years 5-10 that reside or attend school in the City of 
Armadale to enter a creative writing competition.  This is the second year of the 
competition that replaced the Mary Durack Award for Young Writers which ran for 
30 years and involved the Cities of Armadale and Swan and the Shires of Kalamunda 
and Mundaring.   
 
Local author Doris Stutley who has written the popular young adult “Operation” 
series of mystery crime novels assisted with the promotion of the Award by 
conducting 3 writing workshops at Armadale Library and 25 workshops in schools to 
encourage students to enter the competition and share her writing knowledge and 
expertise.  Sponsorship was provided by the Belmont and Mill Point Rotary Clubs to 
fund the school workshops.  Doris also assisted in having the winning and place 
getting entries published in an anthology by Bushytail Books. 
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Categories for the competition were:  Years 5 & 6; Years 7 & 8; Years 9 & 10 and an 
open category for these year groups on the topic ‘Living in Armadale’ which was 
chosen to encourage students to write stories based in or about living in the Armadale 
area.  Winners and place getters received prizes of cash, a trophy, a certificate and a 
copy of the anthology.  The school of the Overall winner (Roleystone Community 
College) was presented with a Perpetual trophy to keep at the school until May 2013. 
 
A total of 108 entries were received which was slightly more than in 2011.  Our 
judges for the Award were Margaret Kett, Susan McEwan and Susan Lally.   
 
An award presentation was held on Friday September 8th at the Seville Grove Library 
and was hosted by the Mayor Cr. Henry Zelones and attended by Councillors, school 
representatives and the award winners and their families.  Author Norman Jorgensen 
spoke to the audience encouraging the young writers to keep going and about his 
career as an author.  The Best Overall Award is now named in honour of longstanding 
judge Lorraine Adams who sadly passed away in 2011.  Her son Scott Adams 
attended the Awards to present the trophy to the winner Finn Swenson. 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
Author Norman Jorgensen with Best Overall winner Finn Swenson and Mayor 

Cr. Henry Zelones 
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Winners and placegetters for the Armadale Young Writers’ Award 2012 

 
HERITAGE SERVICES  

 
Statistical Performance Indicators 
 
The Heritage Department’s statistical performance indicators report for the month of 
September: 
 

Birtwistle Local Studies Library 
Current 
Month 

Year to date  

Sept 12     Sept  11      Jul 12-Sept 12 
 

    Jul 11–
Sept 11 

Reference Enquiries 11 11 25 23 
Research Enquiries 12 4 44 26 
Visitor Attendance 75        123 292 371 
Volunteer Hours 25 111 124 369 
Digitising Records 27 12 86 45 

Oral History 
Letters Sent 0 3 5 17 
Interviews Completed 1 2 6 8 
Transcripts Completed/ 
reviewed 

2 3 7 7 

Volunteer Hours – 
Transcribing 

31 36 106 129 

Volunteer Hours - 
Interviewing 

4 9 30 20 

Family History Research 
Reference 22 2 27 22 
Research 22 25 88 97 
Volunteer Hours 23 24 104 80 



Information Bulletin – Issue No. 19/2012  Page C-7  
Information Items from the Community Services Directorate  

 
 
History House 
Museum 

Current 
Month 

Year to date 

 Sept 12 Sept 11 July 12- June 13 Jul 11 – June 12 
General Visitors 72 165 390 475 
School Visits 0 25 0 134 
School Incursions 0 N/A 56 N/A 
Holiday Programs 0 N/A 19 N/A 
Community Programs 0 N/A 0 N/A 
Seniors Programs 33 N/A 65 N/A 
Total Visitors 105 190 455 609 
     
Volunteer Hours 155 194 489 521 
     
Bert Tyler Vintage 
Machinery Museum 

Sept 12 Sept 11 July 12 – June 13 Jul 11 – June 12 

Visitors  217 215 550 582 
 
 
Birtwistle Local Studies Library 
 
(Report prepared by Susan Hall Historian/Local Studies Librarian) 
 
Dr Roberta Jull research project 
 
In readiness for the theme of the 2012 Pioneers’ Reunion, 6 October, a BLSL 
volunteer completed her research into the life and achievements of Dr Roberta Jull. Dr 
Jull became committed to bringing about social reform in the first three decades of the 
1900s. Her efforts had a significant impact on improving the educational attainments 
and the health and well-being of women, children and families.  
 
A time-line summarising Dr Jull’s commitment to improving living standards for all 
will be on display in the foyer of the BLSL after the Pioneers’ Reunion day. 

Seniors’ centres outreach activity  

The BLS Librarian was invited to present two sessions to seniors as part of the 
History House Seniors’ Programme, ‘Snippets of the past’.  

The Southside Care Centre was visited on 5 September, with pieces of vegetables, 
fruit and herbs and a selection of BLSL photographs to prompt memories and stories 
of family life, in general, and the CoA in particular. 

On the 13 September, the John Green Centre was visited and all the members 
enthusiastically shared their stories of growing up in the district or the country regions 
or as migrants settling into the Australian lifestyle in the 1960s-1980s. 

Both sessions brought forth memories and stories of past times. 
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Research enquiries 
 
The following list of enquiries that were made to the BLS Library, indicate the 
breadth of local history being researched by individuals: 

The naval munitions depot in Byford 
Charlie Knox, traffic inspector for Byford 
Mary Agnes Abernethy of Byford  
WW 1 reference material (continued) 
Byford group settlement from the district 
The Turner, Day and Hymus families  

 
History House Museum 
 
(Report prepared by Christen Bell, Museum Curator) 
 
Museum Australia Conference – Adelaide 
 
Attendance at the Museum’s Australia National Conference was the focus of the 
month. This year’s conference focussed on the role of research in museums and how 
to get that information out into the community.  There were a number of interesting 
case studies presented of how different cultural organisations were engaging with 
different communities.   
 
Highlights of the conference were the presentation by Ms Jill Austin the curator of the 
Chicago History Museum which has the last few years have done two exhibitions, 
Catholic Chicago and Out in Chicago.  Both of these exhibitions looked at the history 
of Chicago through the eyes of first the local Catholic community and in the second 
case the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community.  In both cases the museum 
was able to do new research into Chicago history, invite a new audience to the 
museum and expand its knowledge and collection. 
 
A second engaging presentation was by Victor Steffensen the director of Mulong 
Productions who is using video to record tradition knowledge and to pass it onto new 
generations.  An interesting part of this project was to get young members of the 
community to reproduce the performances by elders who had been filmed.  This was a 
way to prevent the knowledge being lost should the elder pass away.  That same 
knowledge was available on video but being presented by a different member of the 
community. 
 
Other presentations explored the use of technology to engage with different 
communities.  The importance of the National Broadband Network (NBN) for 
museum was looked into.  The NBN would allow a museum to stream larger files and 
use a variety of techniques to tell their stories.  The role of social media in connecting 
to different communities was looked at.  Social media is a quick way to get out a 
message and to receive feedback on what your museum is doing. 
 
The Museums Australia conference was again a useful professional development 
opportunity for History House Museum staff and ensures the museum is in touch with 
the latest innovations and movements in the moveable heritage field.    
 



Information Bulletin – Issue No. 19/2012  Page C-9  
Information Items from the Community Services Directorate  

Public Programs 
 
The Seniors Day Centre Program continues to be very well received. This month’s 
topic was “Snippets of the Past” which was presented by Susan Hall, the City’s 
Historian/ Local Studies Librarian. There were 33 participants in total who thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience of remembering the past via the stimulus of objects and 
photographs. Both Southside Care and Southern Districts Support Association have 
committed to the program for 2013. 
 
School programs are currently being reviewed for 2013 in order to bring them more in 
line with the Australian Curriculum and more relevant to the needs of local teachers. 
 
Research is continuing into our next on-line program which focuses on our program 
“Armadale Walk”. We will put onto the website a map of the walk, a power point 
presentation of the sites along the walk and a booklet with the researched information 
on each site.  
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Library Statistics 
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Total Issues
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TOURISM DEVELOPMENT 
 
STATISTICS: 

                

0
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  SEPTEMBER 2012 

      
  AUGUST 2012 

 
                                                                                                                                     

VISITOR CENTRE OPENED FOR 190 HOURS 
                                                              

AVERAGE VISITORS PER WEEK:         317 
VOLUNTEER HOURS PER WEEK:         24 

                                           

 
VISITOR CENTRE - DOLLAR VALUE TO THE COMMUNITY: 

 
Average Visitor Spend – Day Visitor: 
 

$ 2,030 per day =   $ 14,213 per week = $ 56,850 per month   
 

Based on $50 per person who came into the Visitor Centre staying one day in our area,  
This is a conservative figure as current guidelines are based on $80 per person each day.  

 Figure calculated as - Visitors less Ticketmaster. 
 

Average Spend – Including Accommodation: 
 

$1,811per night = $ 12,675 per week = $ 50,700 per month   
 

Figure is calculated by Using Inter and Overseas figures only for the month, based on $150 per person. 
 

 

TOTAL TOURISM DOLLAR VALUE – SEPTEMBER 2012:  
$107,550  
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TOTAL 
O/seas & 
Interstate 
VISITORS 
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Hours 
 

 
Museum 

986 127 859 95 91 186 105 121 
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Armadale Visitor Centre and Tourism  
 
September 2012 
 
September was an exciting month, with the announcement, at the GWN7 Tourism 
Awards Gala Dinner held in Mandurah on 20 September, of our Tourism 
Development Coordinator receiving the highly valued ‘Golden I’ Award.  This Award 
recognises the outstanding contribution of a Visitor Centre Manager to the many 
aspects of Visitor Servicing and how this has impacted and contributed to the 
development of tourism within our State. 
The award included a perpetual trophy, a small replica trophy and a certificate 
sponsored by the West Australian Newspaper Group. 
On the same evening, our Armadale Visitor Centre was a finalist in the Management 
and Staff training category at the 2012 GWN7 Tourism Awards.  
 
Also, at the recent Tourism Council of WA ‘Finals Fever’ function, held at the 
Fremantle Esplanade, the Armadale Visitor Centre became one of 4 finalists in the 
Perth Airport 2012 Tourism Awards for the Category of Visitor Information and 
Services. Winners will be announced on November 10 at a Gala Dinner held in the 
Grand Ballroom of Crown WA. 
 
An increase of visitor numbers to the centre from last month of 28% with a large 
increase in Interstate and Overseas visitors by 80% 
Evidentially the marketing campaign into Jetstar Asia and Singapore in-flight 
magazine undertaken by our Tourism Development area is producing solid results.  
Our new website went live on the 27 September and already Google analytics has 
shown an increase in traffic.  
 
Meetings 
 
 The Tourism Coordinator and Visitor Centre Coordinator attended a famil at 

the Holiday Haven in Jarrahdale. 
 The Tourism Coordinator and Visitor Centre Coordinator held a 

teleconference with the VCAWA to discuss content of the City of Armadale 
VCAWA State Conference host town 2013 proposal.  

 The Tourism Coordinator and Visitor Centre Coordinator met with the IT 
department on the 6th September to view and discuss the new website designs.  

 We have launched our new WEB SITE!   www.visitarmadale.com.au . 
We sincerely appreciate the effort, time and commitment of the City’s IT 
Department including our team within Web Design and Development. 

 The Visitor Centre Coordinator attended a VCAWA board meeting in 
Mandurah and a Tourism function with Tourism Australia, ATEC (Australian 
Tourism Export Council) and VCAWA board members. 

 The Tourism Coordinator and Visitor Centre Coordinator attend the VCAWA 
State Conference held in Mandurah from 18 September to 20 September. 

 Our Visitor Centre Coordinator attended a VCAWA board meeting on 21 
September. 

 The Tourism Coordinator and Visitor Centre Coordinator attended the FACET 
21st Birthday Celebrations and their awards presentation. 
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 Visitor Centre Coordinator met with IT Department of the COA, participating 
in group discussions regarding social media guidelines. 

 The Tourism Coordinator and Visitor Centre Coordinator attended the 
Tourism Council of WA’s ‘Finals Fever” function at the Esplanade on 27 
September where Armadale Visitor Centre was announced as a finalist in the 
Perth Airport 2012 Tourism Awards.  

 
Staff 
 
 All staff and volunteers attended an after hours ‘get together’ on 5th September 

to introduce new volunteers and casual staff to our team. 
Visitor Centre training has been given to our new casuals.  This training 
includes Customer Service, Operational Procedures, Bookeasy, Centaman and 
Ticketmaster.  

 The regular weekly staff meetings have continued, with attention being paid to 
the updating of our policies and procedures manual. 

 Several members of our Tourism Officer team attended the VCAWA Annual 
State Conference on 19 and 20 September as part of their development, 
training and networking opportunities. 

 
Marketing 
 
 We continue in the preparation and editorial component of the new 2013 

Regional Visitor Guide which is expected to be at the printers early December 
2012. 

 Destinational marketing continues with ‘Runway’ Perth Airport Magazine, 
Jetstar Asia In-flight Magazine and the Roleystone Courier, featuring our 
‘Tulips or Fairways’ Spring Campaign. 

 The Tourism Coordinator and Visitor Centre Coordinator met with our 
Graphic 
Designers to develop the ‘Spring into Armadale’ Tulip T- Shirt concepts on 25 
September 

 Meetings have been held with the Experience Perth Marketing Body 
discussing the City’s advertising in the new 2013 Experience Perth planner.  

 We have undertaken to advertise through the Countryman Newspaper in 
partnership with the VCAWA.  

 
Tourism Development 
 
 The Tourism Coordinator and Visitor Centre Coordinator attended Business 

Armadale’s Women in Business luncheon on 26 September.  
 The Tourism Coordinator conducted a presentation, showcasing the City of 

Armadale to the delegates at the VCAWA State Conference on 20 September.    
Gift bags, including a beautiful tulip, were given to all delegates as a memento 
of Armadale….so close, so unexpected!  

 The Tourism Development Coordinator participated in a ‘live to air’ interview 
on 101.1 radio station with Jenny Seaton promoting the spring bushwalks on 
September 3. 
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 The Tourism Coordinator participated in a desktop assessment panel interview 
on 7 September as part of the finalist’s interview process for the Golden I 
Award. 

 The Tourism Coordinator met with the Tourism Artistic Reference group on 
September 12 to continue with the development of individualised and specific 
Armadale regional tourism souvenir products. 

 The Tourism Coordinator met with the Executive Director of Community 
Services and the Executive Manager of Community Services Community 
Development for the Arts & Events portfolio official ‘hand over’ on 27 
September.  The Arts & Events area will sit under the oversight of the 
Tourism Coordinator for the period until 30 June 2013. 

 The City of Armadale Tourism Department became a member of the 
Australian Tourism Export Council.   We have also accepted an invitation 
from Tourism WA to engage in the development of day packages into our 
region to sell on board Cruise Ships coming into Fremantle. 
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EVENTS 
 
October 2012 
 
Planning for the summer events season is now in full swing, with the first event on the 
calendar being Highland Gathering on Sunday 18th November. 
 
Highland Gathering 
 
This year’s event will feature acclaimed Celtic rock band ‘Highlander’ from the 
Eastern states. Also on the main stage will be Heel and Toe band, David Hyams and 
the Miles to Go Band, and local Celtic group The Ferrymen. 
 
There will be a fashion parade featuring kilts from House of Tartan, and Highland 
Dance performance from nationally awarded dancers on the main stage. 
 
Western Australian Medieval Alliance have been contracted to coordinate the 
Medieval Fair and an outstanding range of activities will be available for children as 
well as adults.  They have assisted in building the crafts stalls aspect of the event with 
forty vendors registered to attend this year. 
 
The building of the Youth Activity Area has reduced space for the Pipe Band 
competition component of the event, and this year we will trial holding the 
competition opposite Minnawarra Park on Frog Hollow Park. 
 
Summer Event Calendar 
 
The event calendar is currently being produced and will be circulated to Councillors 
and the Community Services committee 
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RANGER AND EMERGENCY SERVICES 
 
September 2012 
 
 
Animal Control 
 
Dogs 
 
Ranger Services received four hundred and sixty (460) requests for assistance during 
the report period.  It is of interest to note that there is slight reduction in the number of 
requests for assistance in the progressive totals from September 2011 to September 
2012. 
 
The primary focus of Ranger Services is managing the response to the community for 
requests for service.   
 
Livestock 
 
During this report period Ranger Services attended to fifteen (15) requests for 
assistance in dealing with stock wandering. The majority of incidents involving stock 
on public roads, and highways, occur outside normal working hours generally late 
night or early hours of the morning.  

 
Court Action 
 
The following information relates to legal action taken by Ranger Services. These 
matters were heard and determined in the Armadale Magistrates Court during the 
report period. 
 

Dog Attack 
on Person 

Guilty 2,500  500 3,000 

Dog Attack 
on Person 

Guilty 1,500 500 2,000 

Dog Attack 
on Person 

Guilty 1,500 750  

Dog Attack 
(on animal) 

Guilty 800 500  1,300 

 
 
Vehicles 
 
Parking 

 
Ranger Service attended to eighty six (86) matters relating to the unlawful parking of 
vehicles during this report period. It is envisaged that this area of Ranger Service 
operations will steadily increase as development within the CBD increases.  
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Control of Vehicles (Off Road Areas) 
   
Ranger Service attended to fifty eight (58) reports of vehicles (motor cycles) being 
driven in areas that are prohibited, during the report period. 
 
Abandoned Vehicles 
 
The number of abandoned vehicles continues to increase, and the cost to the City in 
the collection and disposal of the vehicle (most of which have no commercial value) 
is far in excess of projected budget estimates.  This is a problem currently being 
shared by most Metropolitan Local Governments.  

 
Litter  
 
Ranger Services have received complaints, from concerned members of the 
community, regarding household rubbish being deposited onto reserves and road 
verges throughout the district.  Keeping roadsides, reserves and other areas litter free 
is a major focus of the City of Armadale and Rangers are ever vigilant in identifying 
and apprehending litter offenders.  
 
During this report period Ranger Services attended to fifty three (53) requests for 
service. The overall number of litter related incidents shows a continuing increase in 
litter enquiries from corresponding periods of previous reports. 
 
Fire Services 
 

There were fifty nine (59) enquiries relating to fire incidents during this report period; 
however these matters were principally related to smoke emission concerns.  
 
General 
 
Cat Act Legislation 
 
The Cat Act 2011 received Parliamentary assent on 9 November 2011. This Act 
will be implemented through a two phases approach; 

Phase One by 1 November 2012; and  

Phase Two by 1 November 2013.  
 
It is proposed that the legislation will take effect 12 months after the legislation is 
approved by Parliament. This timeframe is to provide the State Government, local 
governments, cat owners and cat welfare organisations with adequate time to prepare 
for the introduction of the legislation, and all matters relating to implementation to be 
resolved.  

 
Draft Cat Regulations, to support the Act, have recently been released to Local 
Government for comment to enable their introduction to coincide with the 
commencement of Phase 1 of the Cat Act 2011, on 1 November 2012. 
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In addition, industry and key stakeholders such as cat breeder, cat fanciers, foster 
carers, cat management facilities etc will be invited to identify and develop industry 
specific guidelines to address specific management and operation needs. 

 
Notwithstanding the above, the legislation will not take effect until the supporting 
regulations have been adopted and gazetted. It is intended that once the legislation 
takes effect, owners will have a further 12 month period within which time they will 
need to ensure that their cats are micro chipped, sterilised and registered. 
 

 
The two year lead-in period will provide the community, industry and local 
government the opportunity to make plans to comply with the requirements. 
 
The new cat laws will come into effect in November 2012 and will apply to domestic 
cats throughout the State, however cat owners will have a one year grace period until 
November 2013 to undertake the Cat Act provisions.  No action is presently required 
from cat owners 

 
The Department of Local Government will coordinate the implementation of the 
legislation and provide support and advice to both local governments and members of 
the public with regard to fulfilling their responsibilities under the legislation..  

 
Local governments, particularly those that do not currently have cat local laws will 
require new equipment and vehicles, possibly new pounds, or a refit to current 
pounds, additional staff and training of staff.  

 
The relevant decision making steps, discussion papers and the proclaimed legislation 
are available from the Parliament of Western Australia website and are accessible 
using the following link  
 
http://www.dlg.wa.gov.au/Content/Legislation/ProposedCatAct.aspx 
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MINUTES OF OCCASIONAL/ADVISORY COMMITTEES 
 

CITY OF ARMADALE 

NOTES 
 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Advisory Group  
Monthly meeting 
Tuesday 4 September 2012 at 12.30pm 
Meeting Room, Champion Centre- Champion Drive, Seville Grove 
Chair: Mr Albert McNamara 
 
Minutes prepared by Karina Hall 
 

1. Business of meeting 
 
(i) Attendance 

 
Name Organization Title 

Cr. Guenter Best City of Armadale City of Armadale Councillor 
Ms Jodie Clark City of Armadale Indigenous Development 

Coordinator 
Ms Karina Hall City of Armadale Indigenous Children and 

Families Officer and note taker 
Mr Lyall Garlett Dept. Education-South 

Metro Education Region 
Aboriginal Coordinator 

Mr Neil Kegie City of Armadale Executive Manager 
Community Services 

Ms Alberta Victoria 
Rafferty 

- Community 
Representative/Torres Strait 
Island elder 

Mr Albert McNamara  Chair Person 
Mr Keith Lethbridge Department of Indigenous 

Affairs 
Community Support  

Mr Bob Tizard - Community Representative  
Ms Amanda Poglits Department of Child 

Protection 
Aboriginal Practice Leader 
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Name Organization Title 
Mr Ross Tomasini Department of Indigenous 

Affairs 
 

Mr Damian Cunnane Department of Housing  
Mrs Madge Hill - Community Representative 

/Aboriginal Elder 
Ms Sheila-Anne 
Macloud 

Disability Services 
Commission (DSC) 

Acting Area Manager-  
Kelmscott 

Ms Liz Woolfenden Department of Health Acting Director-Community 
Clinical Nurse Manager 

 
(ii) Minutes from previous meeting 

 
Moved by Cr Guenter Best and seconded by Mr Neil Kegie 
 

(iii) Business arising from today’s minutes 
 

 Neil Kegie to confirm start dates for Keith Lethbridge’s secondment at the 
Champion Centre, on behalf of ATSIAG. 

 
Outstanding actions from previous meetings:  
 

 Dept. Child Protection to provide information/promotional materials regarding 
the Armadale Support network to ATSIAG. 

 CANWA Growing Communities publication to be posted to contributing 
artists-Champion Centre awaiting copies to be provided from CANWA. 

 Dept. Health to provide promotional material regarding the Best Beginnings 
program to CoA and ATSIAG. 

 City of Armadale to provide update regarding Champion Centre safety. 
 

Completed actions: 
 

 ATSIAG letter of support for Keith Lethbridge’s secondment to the Champion 
Centre was posted to DIA on 13 August 2012. ATSIAG’s recommendation to 
place Mr Lethbridge has been accepted by DIA and the City of Armadale.  

 
2. Information Items 

 
(i) One Stop Shop Updates 

 
Champion Centre 
 
Student Awards 
The Champion Centre’s Students Awards will be held on the 18th of September to 
celebrate the achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander youth in years 
11 and 12 living within the City of Armadale. 

MINUTES OF OCCASIONAL/ADVISORY COMMITTEES 
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Relevant service providers are invited to showcase their services at the event.   
 
Royal Life Saving Service 
The Royal Life Saving Service will be running one hour swimming lessons for 
Indigenous children from the 8th-12th of October at the Armadale Aquatic Centre. 
 
Hip Hop 
Brendon Burns, of YMCA, is in discussion with the Champion Centre to run hip hop 
classes at the Champion Centre this year.  
 
Noongar Sports 
The Armadale Noongar association are currently running youth programs every 
Friday at the Champion Centre. 
 
Aboriginal Literacy Day 
Aboriginal Literacy Day will be held on Thursday the 20th of September 2012 at the 
Champion Centre. Local playgroups and community groups have been invited to the 
event which is aimed at children aged 0-5 years and their families.  
 
City of Armadale 
 
The Department of Indigenous Affairs has seconded Keith Lethbridge to the 
Champion Centre for a period of six months to strengthen links between government 
and non government agencies and to assist Aboriginal families access required 
services.  
Action: Neil Kegie to confirm start dates for Keith Lethbridge. 
 
IGNITE basketball 
The City of Armadale has met with Noongar patrol to discuss Ignite Basketball and 
Noongar’s train line project, a engagement and referral program targeting vulnerable 
young people on the Perth-Armadale train line. 
It was confirmed by Noongar patrol at the meeting that none of the children recently 
in contact with the Patrol are Ignite Basketball participants, suggesting the 
diversionary success of Ignite Basketball.  
 
Department of Education 
 
The Boys at Risk program is still running every second Wednesday from the 
Champion Centre.  
 
Department of Housing 
No representative present 
 
Department of Health 
No representative present 
 
Department of Child Protection 
MINUTES OF OCCASIONAL/ADVISORY COMMITTEES 
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The Department is holding a family fun day on Thursday the 6th of September 
between 12.30pm- 4.30pm at Memorial Park, Armadale.  

 
WA Police 
No representative present  

 
Disability Services Commission 
No representative present 
 
General Business 
 
Mr Bob Tizard 
Mr Tizard has met with the Kensington PCYC to discuss a partnership with Settlers 
Common to develop a walk way and other projects with ‘at risk’ boys. The program is 
aimed at educating and mentoring young men.  
 
Marmum Mia Mia 
 
AGM will be held 1st of November at 10.00am at the Champion Centre 
 
 
Meeting closed at 2.00pm 
 

(ii) Next Meeting Details 
 
Tuesday 2nd of October 2012 12.30pm 
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NOTES 

 
Meeting name: Positive Ageing Working Group 
Venue: City of Armadale Committee Room – 7 Orchard Avenue 
Armadale  
Date: Monday 3 September 2012 
Time: 10.00am 

 
1.0  Attendance & Apologies  
 
Attendance:  
Cr Ruth Butterfield Deputy Mayor – City of Armadale 
Ms Chris Bloomer Community Representative 
Ms Wendy Hill Seniors Access & Inclusion Officer- City of 

Armadale 
Ms Carolyn Fisher Community Development Support Officer- 

City of Armadale 
Ms Doreen Southam Community Representative 
Ms Lorraine Gill Disability Services Commission- 

Accommodation 
Ms Caroline Dryland CEO- Southside Care 
Apologies:  
Ms Cheryl Samboorski CEO – Armadale Home Help 
Ms Trudi Hodges CEO- Dale Cottages Inc.  

 
2.0 Actions  
 
Today’s actions:  
Action: Wendy Hill to collate information from Western Australian Age- Friendly 
Communities Forum and distribute to Positive Ageing Working Group when it is 
available.  
 
July actions: 
Action 1: Wendy Hill has contacted Chris Bone Executive Director from Armadale 
Health Services and extended an invitation to join the Positive Ageing Working 
Group. 
 
 
3.0 Brief overview of ‘Western Australian Age- Friendly Communities 

Forum’ 
 
On 10 August 2012, the City of Melville hosted the ‘Western Australian Age- 
Friendly Communities Forum’.  
Wendy Hill, Doreen Southam and Trudi Hodges from the Positive Ageing Working 
Group attended the forum. Information provided included data and case studies from 
Western Australian LGA’s research into Age-Friendly Communities.  
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Action: Wendy Hill to collate information from Western Australian Age- Friendly 
Communities Forum and distribute to Positive Ageing Working Group when it is 
available.  
 
4.0 Direction for Positive Ageing Working Group  
 
Wendy Hill discussed several options for projects the PAWG could commence work 
on. A special meeting will be organised to lock in projects for the group to work with.  
 
Next meeting 
Monday 5 November 2012 
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