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DIARY DATES: WALGA ZONE MEETINGS 

 

'Denotes Teleconference 
22 February South West Country Zone 
22 February Central Country Zone 
22 February Avon Midland Country Zone 
23-24 February  Kimberley Country Zone 
25 February  South Metro Zone 
27 February  South East Metro Zone 
28 February Central Metro Zone 
28 February North Metro Zone 
28 February East Metro Zone 
28 February Great Eastern Country Zone 
28 February Gascoyne Country Zone  
28 February Peel Country Zone 
1 March  Great Southern Country Zone 
7 April Kimberley Country Zone 
18 April Central Metro Zone 
18 April North Metro Zone 
19 April ' Gascoyne Country Zone  
19 April South West Country Zone 
22 April  South Metro Zone 
22 April Great Eastern Country Zone 
24 April East Metro Zone 
24 April Peel Country Zone 
26 April South West Country Zone 
26 April  Great Southern Country Zone 
4-5 June Kimberley Country Zone 
21 June South West Country Zone 
24 June South Metro Zone 
26 June South East Metro Zone 
27 June Great Eastern Country Zone 
27 June Central Metro Zone 
27 June North Metro Zone 
27 June East Metro Zone 
27 June Gascoyne Country Zone  
27 June Peel Country Zone 
28 June  Great Southern Country Zone 
5-6 August  Kimberley Country Zone 
16 August South West Country Zone 
22 August  Great Eastern Country Zone 
23 August South West Country Zone 
26 August South Metro Zone 
28 August South East Metro Zone 
28 August ' Gascoyne Country Zone  
29 August Central Metro Zone 
29 August North Metro Zone 
29 August East Metro Zone 
29 August  Peel Country Zone 
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30 August  Great Southern Country Zone 
1-2 October Kimberley Country Zone
15 November South West Country Zone 
22 November South West Country Zone 
25 November  South Metro Zone 
25-26 November Kimberley Country Zone 
27 November South East Metro Zone 
28 November Central Metro Zone 
28 November North Metro Zone 
28 November East Metro Zone 
28 November Great Eastern Country Zone 
28 November Gascoyne Country Zone  
29 November Great Southern Country Zone 
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ALGA NEWS                            8 FEBRUARY 2013 
 

ALGA calls for Federal Government action on local 
government referendum 

ALGA President, Felicity-ann Lewis will meet with Local Government Minister Simon 
Crean next week to seek early action by the Government to address recommendations of a 
Parliamentary Committee on the steps necessary for a referendum on constitutional 
recognition of local government to be held at the time of the federal election on 14 
September. 

Last month, the Joint Select Committee investigating the likelihood of a successful 2013 
referendum to gain financial recognition of local government in the Constitution issued a 
preliminary report, which included a number of recommendations requiring immediate 
action by the Federal Government.   

"The Committee's preliminary report, issued on 24 January, conveyed a sense of urgency 
in light of the limited timeframes available for the Government to put in place the 
preconditions identified for a successful referendum if it were to be held at the same time 
as the federal election," ALGA President Felicity-ann Lewis said. 

"The announcement of the election date means that there are now just over seven months 
until polling day in which the Government can put in place the measures required for a 
winnable referendum on constitutional recognition of local government. 

"Minister Simon Crean has announced that he will not be responding to the inquiry's 
recommendations until a final report is handed down at the end March. 

"We have strong concerns that a delay in the Government's response to the Committee's 
recommendations will not leave enough time for actions necessary to put in place the 
preconditions for a successful referendum and will substantially impact on local 
government's ability to run a successful campaign. 

 "The Committee based its preliminary recommendations on the majority report of the 
Government's Expert Panel on Constitutional Recognition of Local Government, which 
was released in December 2011.  Although the Expert Panel report was released more 
than a year ago, the Government has not addressed its recommendations and little 
progress has been made on this issue." 

The recommendations of the Expert Panel recognised a number of preconditions for 
referendum success: the need for strong bipartisan support; the Commonwealth 
negotiating with state and territory governments to achieve their support for financial 
recognition; a public education campaign to achieve informed and positive community 
engagement; and changes to the referendum process to allow public funding of 
referendum campaigns. 

"It is our understanding that the Commonwealth has not negotiated with individual states 
or begun the process of making the necessary changes to the legislation which governs 
referendum processes.  The Committee also asked the Government to release a draft 
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constitutional amendment bill for public consultation by 31 January and this has not 
occurred," Mayor Lewis said. 

"Local government needs greater certainty about the timing of the referendum processes if 
we are to give a referendum in 2013 the best chance of success."  

For more on this issue, read ahead to the President's Column. 

 

ALGA's Federal Budget Submission calls for changes to 
address cost shifting 

ALGA's submission to the 2013-14 Federal Budget outlines steps to address cost shifting 
by the Commonwealth and state governments. 

Cost shifting occurs when other levels of government continue to assign additional 
responsibilities to councils and has been estimated to have a negative impact on councils 
of between $500 million and $1.1 billion annually.  Additional responsibilities that have 
been placed on councils in recent years include increased emergency and disaster 
management, environmental programs, community education, business development, 
management of certain land and the transfer of roads. 

The effects of years of cost shifting to local government from other levels of government, 
mainly state governments, for which the sector remains uncompensated, have magnified 
over recent years, and present a genuine threat to the fiscal sustainability of the sector.      

ALGA's submission outlines the need for reform in Commonwealth-local government 
financial relations to ensure the long-term financial sustainability of councils.  It calls for 
a strengthened Intergovernmental Agreement Establishing Principles Guiding 
Intergovernmental Relations of Local Government Matters (IGA), which is signed by all 
Australian governments and outlines a set of principles designed to establish an ongoing 
framework to address future cost shifting  and prevent the cost shifts that have occurred in 
the past.  

Under the terms of the IGA, it is to be reviewed after five years of operation and ALGA 
welcomes the commitment to review the IGA announced by Minister Crean on 16 
November 2011.  However, more than a year later, this issue remains to be progressed.  

ALGA believes that the IGA must be continued and bolstered so that all levels of 
government can agree to comply with its principles whenever new or additional functions, 
or new or increased service standards affecting local government, are being considered.  

Without a strong agreement, local and regional communities cannot be confident that their 
social, economic and environmental needs are being fully and openly appreciated by other 
levels of government.  Similarly, a renewed IGA must continue to ensure that funding 
flows to local government so that it can effectively discharge the functions expected of it. 

ALGA's Submission to the 2013-14 Federal Budget is now online and can be accessed 
here. 
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Register now for 2013 National General Assembly 

This year's National General Assembly (NGA) promises to be politically charged and of 
critical importance to local government, as the sector unites to plan initiatives for the 
betterment of our communities. 

With the federal election announced for 14 September, ALGA anticipates key federal 
politicians accepting the invitation to address the NGA.  

ALGA has invited: 

 Prime Minster, the Hon Julia Gillard;  
 Minister for Regional Australia, Regional Development and Local Government, 

the Hon Simon Crean; and  
 Leader of the Opposition, the Hon Tony Abbott.  

ALGA is pleased to have already received a number of acceptances and is pleased to 
confirm that the NGA will include addresses from: 

 Leader of the Nationals, the Hon Warren Truss;  
 Leader of the Greens, Senator Christine Milne; and    
 Shadow Minister for Regional Development, Local Government and Water, 

Senator Barnaby Joyce.  

Delegates at the NGA will have the opportunity to hear from these key politicians as they 
present their party platforms and local government policies.  Delegates are also given the 
opportunity to directly engage with them. 

More information about the NGA will be sent in hard copy to councils over the coming 
weeks. 

You can now register online at www.alga.asn.au and access the early bird discount to save 
$100. 

 

President's Column 

I will soon be writing to all Mayors and Councillors about the implications of the Prime 
Minister last week announcing the date for the 2013 election and the time for a possible 
referendum to recognise local government in the Constitution.  While the Government has 
yet to commit to holding a referendum in 2013, we now have a firm date which councils 
and local government associations can factor into their planning should the referendum go 
ahead. 

On 20 February, ALGA will be appearing before the Parliamentary Joint Select 
Committee on Constitutional Recognition of Local Government at its second public 
hearing in Sydney.  The Committee, which includes members from the major parties, as 
well as the Greens and Independents, has already issued a preliminary report in which the 
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majority of members recommended that a referendum on the financial recognition of local 
government (through a change to Section 96 of the Constitution to allow the continuation 
of direct federal funding of councils) be held at the same time as the 2013 federal 
election.       

The preliminary report of the Committee also recommended that the Government 
immediately engage with the states to secure their support for a referendum proposal and 
also that the Government begin all necessary preparatory activities to ensure a successful 
outcome in the referendum.  These activities include the administrative steps necessary to 
satisfy the preconditions for success identified by ALGA, the 2011 report of the Expert 
Panel on Local Government Constitutional Recognition, and various experts.  Those 
preconditions include a public education campaign and public funding of the Yes and No 
cases.   

Minister Crean issued a press release on 24 January welcoming the Committee’s 
preliminary report but indicating that the Government would not be responding to the 
preliminary report and would instead wait for the Committee’s final report expected to be 
delivered at the end of March 2013.  

ALGA’s position on a 2013 referendum remains unchanged:  ALGA is committed to 
supporting a referendum on the financial recognition of local government at a time which 
maximises the chances for success.  By this we mean holding a referendum after the 
preconditions for success have been put in place.  As yet there has been little progress on 
those preconditions and ALGA has expressed its strong concerns that time is running out 
for the actions necessary to meet the preconditions and for local government to be able to 
run a successful campaign. 

I have written to both the Prime Minister and Leader of the Opposition calling on them to 
issue a joint statement supporting the need for a referendum and I have written to Minister 
Crean asking the Government to respond to the Joint Select Committee’s 
recommendations.  

As prefaced in the article leading this edition of ALGA News, I will also be meeting with 
Minister Crean next week to seek early action by the Government to address the 
preliminary recommendations of the Joint Select Committee. 

ALGA is working closely with state and territory local government associations on 
constitutional recognition and I urge councils to contact their local association if further 
information on this issue is required or on how a state based campaign might be 
developed to support a referendum 

Mayor Felicity-ann Lewis 
ALGA President 

 

 

ALGA provides submission to public transport discussion 
paper 
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The  Minister for Infrastructure and Transport released Walking, Riding and Access to 
Public Transport-Draft report for discussion last October. The draft report explores how 
the Australian Government can work with other governments, business and the 
community to encourage and support walking and riding as part of the transport systems 
in Australia's cities and towns. 

ALGA has issued a submission to the draft report, in which the Association congratulates 
the Government for engaging the community on ways to encourage more participation in 
active transport modes such as walking, riding and use of public transport. 

In it submission, ALGA reiterates its support for a diverse and integrated transport system 
that is closely aligned with land use planning and quality urban design solutions. 

ALGA argues that it makes good economic and financial sense to promote greater active 
transport participation and that spending in this area should be based on greater levels of 
investment.  The local government sector warns against diluting existing transport 
resources, which are already stretched. 

The draft report is available for download. 

ALGA's submission can be accessed here. 

 

Faster broadband for regional and remote Australia 

The Gillard Government this week announced that all Australians will now have access to 
faster speeds on the National Broadband Network than they can get today over the ageing 
copper network, following an upgrade to the NBN’s fixed wireless and satellite services. 

The NBN’s fixed wireless and long term satellite services will be upgraded to provide 
broadband speeds of 25 megabits per second download and 5 megabits per second upload 
(25/5 Mbps). 

"This means that people living in regional and remote Australia will be able to access 
significantly faster speeds than what is available now through ADSL services," Senator 
Conroy said. 

"This upgrade represents a doubling of speeds for the NBN’s fixed wireless and satellite 
services. 

"It will lead to improved education and health services for regional and remote Australia, 
as well as greater opportunities for small businesses and agriculture.  It will allow high-
quality video conferencing, making it easier to work remotely. 

"For too long, people living in regional and rural Australia have had to put up with slow, 
unreliable internet services-if they could get a connection at all. 

"The Government’s investment in the NBN means all Australians, no matter where they 
live, will have access to faster broadband services. Like water and electricity, the Gillard 
Government sees fast broadband as an essential utility that should be made available to all 
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Australians. 

"The price for customers for the 25/5 Mbps service on fixed wireless and satellite will be 
the same as that charged for 25/5 Mbps fibre services at around $40 per month. 

"The Government is delivering on its commitment of uniform national wholesale pricing 
for broadband services.  This means people living in regional and remote Australia will 
pay the same prices for NBN services as people in Sydney, Melbourne or Brisbane. 

"The 25/5 Mbps service will be available by mid-2013 on the fixed wireless network and 
from the start of operation of the long term satellite service in 2015." 

For more information about the NBN rollout visit www.nbnco.com.au/rollout. 

 

ACELG releases excellence research guide 

The Australian Centre of Excellence for Local Government has released a guide to 
facilitate a greater role for practitioners in local government research. 

ACELG's Make Your Knowledge: A Guide to Developing and Documenting 
Research guide has been released in an effort to encourage local government research 
professionals develop ideals, document good practice and share their body of work with a 
wider audience. 

The publication offers instruction on the production of research outputs, outlines and 
introduces the types of thinking required in constructing academic work, and offers a 
number of relevant research examples that are likely to build on the technical abilities of 
practitioners in the area seeking to enhance their own research capacity. 

This guide builds on a suite of other ACELG initiatives to encourage a greater role for 
local government practitioners in sectoral research. It will also provide a valuable tool for 
those wishing to submit papers to the upcoming Local Government Researchers Forum to 
be held in June 2013. 

The full paper can be found here. 

 

Australia's first automotive supplier advocate 

On 6 December 2012, the Prime Minister the Hon Julia Gillard MP and the Minister for 
Industry and Innovation the Hon Greg Combet AM MP, announced the appointment of 
Will Angove as Australia’s first Automotive Supplier Advocate. 

As noted in Recommendation 4 of the Prime Minister's Manufacturing Taskforce Report, 
persuading other levels of government to increase their purchases of locally-made 
vehicles can provide a significant and immediate boost to the local industry.  This is why 
one of the major areas of responsibility for Mr Angove will be to encourage both 
government and private fleet operators to consider the merits of Australian-made vehicles 
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in their procurement decisions.  

There are many advantages in purchasing locally manufactured vehicles for a fleet.  These 
include the range of vehicles available, safety considerations, fuel economy, 
environmental effects and operating costs. 

In addition, the automotive manufacturing sector directly employs approximately 50,000 
Australians along with a further 200,000 in supporting jobs and is backed up with huge 
investment in manufacturing capacity, research and development and high value add skills 
creation.  The sector has a unique set of capabilities which is critically important to 
maintain to preserve manufacturing in Australia into the future. 

Mr Angove has already met with representatives from the Australian Local Government 
Association and Australasian Fleet Management Association to discuss the matter of 
fleets.  Both organisations were very supportive of the work Mr Angove will be 
undertaking in his role as Automotive Supplier Advocate including addressing 
participants at a number of key forums throughout the year. 

 

Diversity and Social Cohesion Program 

The Department of Immigration and Citizenship has advised that the Diversity and Social 
Cohesion Program (DSCP) application round for 2013-14 opened on 1 February 2013.   

The DSCP provides the additional resources often needed by not-for-profit community 
organisations to develop their own projects and find their own ways of helping their 
community build stronger community relations. 

The aim of DSCP funding is to: 

 Promote respect, fairness and a sense of belonging for Australians of every race, 
culture and religion.  This aim primarily focuses on promoting inter-community 
harmony and understanding.  

 Develop the community capacity-building skills of specific community groups 
under significant pressure, due to their cultural, religious or racial diversity.  This 
aim primarily focuses on supporting specific communities with the purpose of 
building their social cohesion and/or to promote their positive contributions to 
Australia.  

Community organisations can apply for funding of up to $50,000 to develop projects that 
aim to address issues of cultural, racial or religious intolerance or to develop community 
capacity-building skills.  Projects must provide an opportunity for participation and 
interaction by different members of the community. 

Applications must be lodged by 5pm (Canberra time) Friday 1 March 2013. 

For further information, including the Application Information Booklet and application 
form, click here or contact the Diversity and Social Cohesion Program helpdesk on 1800 
453 004. 
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Qld natural disasters impact on local government 

Brisbane's damage bill from severe weather associated with ex-tropical cyclone Oswald is 
estimated at $60.5 million. 

Lord Mayor Graham Quirk says the council will be left about $23 million out of pocket 
after Federal disaster relief payments. 

He says council will have to find more savings to balance the budget or rates may have to 
rise. 

"We're already going to have a bill which will exceed 100 million dollars in terms of the 
January 11 event," he said. 

"This is now another 23 million dollars on top of that. 

"Every eight million dollars that we spend in this city is about 1 per cent of our rates 
revenue - that's the equation." 

Infrastructure across south-east Queensland's Fraser Coast is being assessed for damage as 
the flood clean-up gains momentum. 

Maryborough experienced near record flooding in the Mary River due to ex-tropical 
cyclone Oswald. 

Rural communities at Brooweena and Tiaro were also hit hard, along with residential 
areas of Burrum Heads. 

On a positive front, Murweh Shire Mayor says a $14 million flood diversion project in 
Charleville has helped restore confidence among business owners and residents. 

It is a year today since Charleville's most recent flood episode, when hundreds of people 
were evacuated to the local showgrounds after authorities feared a levy on the Warrego 
River would fail. 

 

NSW councils to examine further opportunities for raising 
resources 

Broken Hill City Council will consider new ways to get money from mining companies at 
a conference later this month. 

Councillors Dave Gallagher and Darriea Turley will represent the city at the Western 
Division of Councils conference in Nyngan. 

Deputy Mayor Turley will put a motion to the conference proposing that a mining 



Information Bulletin  Page Cor-18 
Correspondence & Papers 
 

taskforce be created to sort out how to rate mines. 

She says one thing Broken Hill City Council wants it to look at is how to get revenue 
from mines outside the city council area. 

"At the moment you've got mining companies outside of Broken Hill using our roads and 
other services and we can't even rate them, and yet the community have to pay for 
contribution to services," she said. 

"We just want to get it right. It's certainly not going to happen overnight and that's why 
we say a taskforce might be best placed - a taskforce that isn't supported by the State 
Government - and that needs to look at those critical issues." 

Councillor Turley says the proposed taskforce would also look at the New South Wales 
government's Royalties for Regions program, which sees royalties from country areas 
redistributed in areas where they are generated. 

She says most of the money is going to coal-mining areas like the Hunter Valley. 

 

Local water quality decision respected by State 

Queensland's Health Minister says he respects a council decision to remove fluoride from 
the Cairns water supply in the state's far north. 

The Cairns Regional Council voted on the issue this week and says fluoridation will cease 
within a fortnight. 

Lawrence Springborg says fluoride in the water prevents tooth decay but councils should 
be free to make their own decisions. 

"That is the position of Queensland Health, of the Government, to promote the benefits of 
fluoride but notwithstanding that we respect that local governments might want to make a 
different decision in consultation with their community and using their own advice," he 
said. 

Annette Sheppard from the group Cairns Residents Against Fluoridation says the council 
has taken a brave stance. 

"I absolutely applaud the council's decision," she said. 

"I think it's a very brave move on their part and I think that it's one that reflects the 
overwhelming majority of people in our community." 

 

Outdoor spaces to restrict smoking in WA 

People who light up in Perth city's outdoor malls will now face fines, after the council 
voted to ban smoking in pedestrian areas, the first in Western Australia to do so. 
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The council voted unanimously to ban smoking in the Hay Street and Murray Street malls 
and in Forrest Place after the Works, Urban and Development committee approved the 
change to local law earlier this month. 

Perth Lord Mayor Lisa Scaffidi says the move will particularly protect young people who 
frequent the malls. 

"Families and especially children are enjoying these spaces more than ever before, and we 
know that passive smoking is a very big problem," she said. 

The Australian Council on Smoking and Health's Mike Daube says the ban is particularly 
important for young people. 

"This really tells us that smoking is in every way on the nose," he said. 

"This is a decision that'll protect non-smokers, especially children. 

"It'll send out an important message to kids and I think it's a tremendous step forward." 

Professor Daube says the ban will also reduce healthcare costs. 

 

Help give voice to regional arts! 

Regional Arts Australia (RAA) promotes the development of arts and culture in regional 
and remote parts of the country.  It provides country Australians access to outstanding 
cultural experiences that are home-grown and supports community well-being and 
development. 

As part of ongoing national consultation, RAA invites you to complete a brief survey to 
help identify your current engagement and priorities. 

Please note RAA will be undertaking a major national consultation program later this 
year.  

To complete the survey, click here. 
 

ALGA News can be read online each week at www.alga.asn.au/news.aspx 
Editor: newscomments@alga.asn.au Tel: 02 6122 9434. 
Australian Local Government Association - 8 Geils Court, Deakin, ACT, 2600.
Copyright © 2001 Australian Local Government Association. ISSN 1447-980X 

Advertise in ALGA News
Unsubscribe
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ALGA NEWS                                  15 FEBRUARY 2013 

Alga president meets with local government minister 
over referendum concerns 

Alga president felicity-ann lewis is meeting with local government minister simon crean 
today, 15 february, to clarify the government's intention to hold a referendum on 
constitutional recognition of local government at the time of the 2013 federal election 
on 14 september. 

In 2010, the federal government committed to holding a referendum in 2013 to gain 
financial recognition of local government in the australian constitution.  The joint select 
committee  currently investigating the likelihood of a successful 2013 referendum 
issued a preliminary report on 24 january, recommending that a referendum go ahead at 
the time of the 2013 federal election and that the government take immediate action to 
progress the issue.  This included the need for the government to release a draft 
constitutional amendment bill by 31 january for public consultation.   

Minister crean welcomed the release of the interim report but stated that the government 
will not be responding to the recommendations until after a final report is released, due 
at the end of march.  

"given the federal election is set for 14 september, this could reduce the time available 
for the legislative and administrative processes for a referendum to just five and a half 
months," mayor lewis said. 

Alga is concerned about the collapsed timeframe this leaves for the government to put in 
place the identified preconditions for a successful referendum recommended by the 
committee, which includes the commonwealth negotiating with state and territory 
governments to achieve their support for financial recognition; a public education 
campaign to achieve informed and positive community engagement; and changes to the 
referendum process to allow public funding of referendum campaigns. 

"alga is keen to clarify whether the commonwealth has begun the process of making the 
necessary changes to the legislation which governs referendum processes," mayor lewis 
said. 

"we are also concerned about the impact any delay may have on the coordination and 
management of a successful campaign to inform and convince the community of the 
need for constitutional reform in the lead up to a 14 september referendum." 

The joint select committee will hold its second public hearing next week, on 20 
february, which alga and a number of councils will be attending. 
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Geraldine doogue confirmed for 2013 
national general assembly 
Well known and widely respected abc presenter geraldine doogue will address this 
year's national general assembly (nga).  The nga is an opportunity for the local 
government sector to hear geraldine's observations and insights into how best to prepare 
for the challenges of the future. 

With a career in media spanning four decades, geraldine has been in a unique position of 
observing australia, australians and the changes that have occurred in recent history. 
 Australian's are increasingly seeking to reconcile their rapid pace of life and the 
growing influence of technology on daily life, within their roles within the community 
and in public life.  Geraldine will draw on her experience and observations to provide 
approaches for us as we seek to reconcile and embrace this in our own lives. 

Geraldine had carved out a reputation in print, television and radio.  Geraldine has 
worked for 2ue and on commercial television, co-presenting channel 10's main news 
bulletin.  She played a major role in abc tv's coverage of the gulf war.  In 1992 geraldine 
began presenting life matters, a new abc radio national program which set out to cover 
the full gamut of social issues in everyday life.  In 1998, she also became host of abc 
tv's compass program, which looks at issues of spirituality, philosophy and belief every 
sunday evening. And recently she moved to saturday mornings to host a program 
focusing on international politics, australia's role on the world stage, and business, 
called saturday extra. 

Geraldine has been awarded a churchill fellowship, is recognised as an officer in the 
order of australia, has been awarded two penguin awards and a united nations media 
peace prize and has received an honorary doctorate of letters by her alma mater, the 
university of western australia. 

This year's nga is themed foundations for the future - twenty 13, will be held at the 
national convention centre canberra from 16 - 19 june. 

Register now at www.alga.asn.au and access the early bird discount to save $100! 

 

 
 

National disability strategy - first report on 
progress released 
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A report setting out how governments across australia will work together to deliver the 
national disability strategy has been presented to the council of australian governments 
(coag).  The strategy's purpose is to promote inclusion and engagement across every 
aspect of government service delivery. 

The minister for disability reform, jenny macklin said the national disability strategy 
report to the council of australian governments 2012  will drive the implementation of 
the national disability strategy over the next two years. 

"through the national disability strategy, all governments have committed to working 
with people with disability, their families and carers, and the disability services sector to 
deliver changes that will improve people's lives," ms macklin said. 

The national disability strategy covers six broad areas-inclusive and accessible 
communities; rights, protection, justice and legislation; economic security; personal and 
community support; learning and skills; and health and wellbeing. 

Improving the design of both mainstream and disability-specific services will transform 
the experiences and lives of people with disability and create more inclusive 
communities.  The national disability strategy addresses the barriers faced by australians 
with disability and will ensure that services and programs including healthcare, housing, 
transport and education address the needs of people with disability. 

The parliamentary secretary for disabilities and carers, senator jan mclucas said the 
australian government is committed to working with state, territory and local 
governments to continue to implement the strategy. 

 "local governments as well as state and territory governments have a significant role to 
play in promoting inclusiveness in every aspect of service delivery, supporting 
opportunity for full participation and ensuring that the built environment is accessible to 
all," senator mclucas said. 

A new initiative under the strategy is the appointment of disability champion ministers 
from a range of portfolios, who will play an important role in broadening the focus of 
disability into other areas of government.  Five state government ministers have 
nominated as disability champions.  Alga president mayor felicity-ann lewis is the 
disability champion for local government. 

In her role as disability champion, mayor lewis is encouraging all councils to look at 
their projects and programs to see whether changes can be made to increase the 
accessibility of those programs to people with disability.  

"small changes to the accessibility of outdoor spaces, access to transport and premises 
have the potential to make a significant difference to the ability of people with disability 
to fully participate in the community," mayor lewis said. 

A further report on the progress and achievements of the strategy will be provided to 
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coag in 2014. 

 

 
 

President's column 
Next wednesday, 20 february, marks the second public hearing of the joint select 
committee on constitutional recognition of local government, which alga will be 
attending to outline the requirements for a 2013 referendum slated for the time of the 
federal election, set for 14 september.  

At the previous public hearing on 16 january, alga raised concerns about the diminishing 
amount of time available for the government to meet a number of preconditions 
identified in a report by the expert panel on constitutional recognition in december 2011 
as necessary for ensuring the best chances of a successful referendum.  These 
preconditions have again been recognised as crucial to success by the committee, which 
recommended immediate action by the federal government  in a preliminary report 
released on 24 january.  

We welcomed the preliminary report and the fact that it was seized with a sense of 
urgency about the need to take immediate action to satisfy the preconditions, including 
engagement by federal ministers with their state government counterparts to secure 
support for the referendum proposal, circulation of a draft constitution amendment bill 
by 31 january for public consultation and undertaking the steps necessary to change the 
referendum machinery provisions act to allow for public funding of the yes, no and 
public information campaigns. 

We are currently seven months out from a referendum if one is held at the time of the 
federal election and it is not clear what steps the commonwealth has taken to begin the 
process of making the necessary changes to the legislation which governs referendum 
processes.  

Alga will be raising these issues at the hearing next week and will await with interest the 
committee's final report and its assessment of whether there is sufficient time for the 
government to take the steps identified in its preliminary report.  Alga is also looking 
forward to the government's response to the report.    

Mayor felicity-ann lewis 
alga president  
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A State strategy identifying opportunities for greater coordination and effective use of closed circuit television 
assets will enhance the role of CCTV as a crime prevention and prosecution tool. 
 
WA Local Government Association President Mayor Troy Pickard welcomed today’s announcement by the 
WA Liberal Party committing to a State CCTV Strategic Plan, which follows discussions with the Police 
Minister regarding Local Government CCTV assets and their input into WA Police activity. 
 
“CCTV contributes to many Local Government community safety and crime prevention strategies, together 
with initiatives such as environmental design and community awareness programs,” Mayor Pickard said. 
 
“There is an increase in the uptake of CCTV, with the sector investing an estimated $6 million in CCTV 
assets and around $4m each year in their maintenance and monitoring. 
 
“As usage has increased, our members have identified a need for greater consistency in the purchase, 
implementation and management of CCTV assets and for coordination of processes in using these assets to 
assist WA Police in prosecutions.” 
 
Mayor Pickard said WALGA was gathering information from members on current CCTV activity by Local 
Governments to identify the gaps and opportunities in current processes and investment across the sector 
which would inform the proposed strategic plan. 
 
“The proposed plan will provide an important mechanism to clearly define CCTV assets held across all 
agencies and establish investment and ongoing maintenance needs, both new and across the existing 
network,” Mayor Pickard said.  
 
“A coordinated approach will highlight areas of best practice and priority need and assist in the nature and 
direction of future funding in this area - an approach which also holds true for crime prevention strategies 
across the board.”   
 
Mayor Pickard said WALGA would be holding a Local Government Community Safety Forum in May, 
assisted by grant funding from the WA Police, with presentations during the conference focusing on the cost 
of crime to Local Governments, crime prevention through environmental design and CCTV.     
 
“Local Governments, relevant State Government agencies and stakeholders will be discussing the ways in 
which Councils and their communities can contribute to increased community safety and reduce the 
incidence of crime and its effects; and I am certain that coordination will emerge as a key theme in this forum 
also.” 
 
Mayor Pickard said in the lead up to the State Election, Local Government was also seeking commitment on 
two key crime prevention related initiatives: funding for WA Police to expand the Crime Prevention Diversity 
Officers Program in appropriate Perth metropolitan high schools and the expansion of community policing 
initiatives by WA Police in rural WA. Major political party responses to these questions and others can be 
found at whatsinitforyou.asn.au    
  
Ends  
 
 

FOR COMMENT PLEASE CONTACT: 
Mayor Troy Pickard, WALGA President 0409 209 649 

Kate Murray, Marketing and Media Manager 0448 896 435 
 
 
 

07 February 2013   

State Strategy to Improve Community Safety    
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A Liberal Party commitment to invest $12.4 million towards infrastructure on the Swan Canning River system 
will provide the foundation for future investment but falls well short of what is required to improve the health 
of the system. 
 
This week’s announcement by Liberals WA commits funding over four years for Riverpark infrastructure and 
a linked path network, along with additional funding for a water quality improvement plan and black swan 
population project. 
 
WA Local Government Association President Mayor Troy Pickard welcomed the announcement as a good 
start but stressed far more would be needed. 
 
“Whilst it is positive to see the health of our rivers in the spotlight, current estimates of the required 
investment to protect, stabilise and rehabilitate these shorelines alone are closer to $200 million over five 
years,” Mayor Pickard said. 
 
“Any future government needs to understand that the benefits provided by our river system cannot be 
enhanced and maintained solely through modest projects such as these.” 
 
Mayor Pickard said that Local Government had sought commitment from each of the major political parties 
on a $250m investment to implement the sector’s Swan Canning Priority Plan as a part of their State Election 
campaign What’s In It For You? 
 
The result of extensive research and investment by those Local Governments, organisations and agencies 
responsible for the well-being of the river system, the Priority Plan outlines the urgent need for sustainable 
funding mechanisms to address the increasing infrastructure backlog, water quality improvements and 
improved institutional arrangements for drainage governance. 
 
Unconditional support was received by the Greens, with the Nationals not giving a specific position and WA 
Labor committing to prioritising a coordinated response to the health of the rivers, with funding subject to 
budgetary process. 
 
“Whilst this announcement is welcomed - as is the support expressed by the WA Labor and Greens parties; it 
is clear that to achieve sustainable development of one of our greatest natural assets, significant and 
ongoing investment, together with greater coordination and commitment to that investment by government, is 
required,” Mayor Pickard said.    
 
Mayor Pickard said Local Governments continued to contribute to this aim, with the recent signing of an 
urban drainage agreement between Local and State Government as one example of their commitment.  
 
He said in the lead up to the State Election, local communities would be encouraged to consider major 
political party commitments to those issues important to Local Government such as Local Government 
reform, discounts on waste charges for seniors and pensioners, more State funding for underground power 
and the introduction of a container deposit system similar to that of South Australia. 
 
Go to www.whatsinitforyou.asn.au for the details of each of the critical issues asked of the parties and roll 
over the icons to see their actual responses. 
 
Ends  
 

FOR COMMENT PLEASE CONTACT: 
Mayor Troy Pickard, WALGA President 0409 209 649 

Kate Murray, Marketing and Media Manager 0448 896 435 

13 February 2013   

Rivers Infrastructure Focus a Start 
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Information Bulletin Page   HR-1 
Information Items from Human Resource Management 
 
 
1.1 EMPLOYEE MOVEMENTS 
 
New Staff: 

 

 Building & Health Information Officer – commence 29/1/13. 

 Planning Services Information Officer – commence 21/2/13. 

 Casual Group Fitness Instructor x 2 – commence 6/3/13. 

 

Staff Leaving: 
 

 Nil. 

 

Other Staff Movements (Internal): 
 

 Nil 

 
Current Recruitment Activity: 
 

 Senior Building Surveyor – position on hold. 

 Customer Service Officer (Cashier) – applications closed 24/1/13, shortlisting 
complete. 

 Planning Services Information Officer – recruitment complete. 

 Supervisor Streetscapes – applications closed 31/1/13. 

 Parks Maintenance Operator (Civic Precinct) – applications closed 31/1/13, 
interviews complete. 

 Community Facilities Officer – interviews scheduled for 20/2/13. 

 Coordinator Asset Management – applications close 28/2/13. 

 Senior Asset Officer – applications close 28/2/13. 

 Asset Officer – applications close 28/2/13. 
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Information Items from the Technical Services Directorate 
 
 

TECHNICAL SERVICES COMMITTEE REPORT ON OUTSTANDING MATTERS 

ITEM REFERRING 
COMMITTEE 

COMMENTS 

 
Nil 
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Information Bulletin T12 
Information Items from the Technical Services Directorate 
 
 
Report submitted by Councillor Jeff Munn 
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COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE 
REPORT ON OUTSTANDING MATTERS – JANUARY 2013 

 DEPT. ACTION/STATUS 
That the portion of the 
Armadale-Fremantle Railway 
Line remnants from 
Nicholson Road to Taylor 
Road is worthy of entry in the 
MHI at an “A” Management 
level in its entirety. 

Libraries and 
Heritage Services 

D1/6/12 Resolve that the 
preservation and enhancement 
of historical items be referred 
to Community Services 
Committee for further 
investigation. 

That the matter of a policy in 
regard to acquisitions, 
commissioning and funding of 
public artworks be referred to 
the Community Services 
Committee. 

Community 
Planning 
Infrastructure 

C45/11/12 
Request the development of 
a Public Art Policy for 
consideration. 

Comment: 

In preparation of the Policy, 
an audit is currently being 
undertaken of the City’s 
existing public art including 
those provided by the private 
sector. 
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COMMUNITY PLANNING: 
 
Don Simmons Reserve  
 
As part of the Public Open Space Strategy to upgrade Don Simmons Reserve, the City 
has concluded working with a community artist and Gwynne Park Primary School on 
the art-tile project. In addition to the other park upgrades being finalised and installed, 
the art tiles have been laid and the project is complete. 
 
Bakers House 
 
The Baker's House “Opening Event” has been scheduled for Sunday the 10th March, 
2013 coinciding with the Concerts in the Park Series at Baker's Park. Formal 
invitations have been sent out to official and civic guests.  General invitation to the 
community will be in the form of local newsletters, community newspapers, 
developer newsletters and City Views. Information about hiring of the facility, local 
services, events and tours will be available on the day. 
 
Master Planning - Springdale Park, Cross Park, John Dunn Reserve and 
Rushton Park 
 
Draft concept plans and options have been prepared and were discussed at a 
Councillor workshop on 13 November 2012. Further stakeholder and resident 
workshops to discuss the draft concepts and options were held on the 26 and 27 
November.  Draft concept options were presented to the Council in December, and 
were approved to advertise for broader community comment from 18 December to 8 
February 2013.  Recommendations on the preferred concept options will be presented 
to Council in March 2013.  
 
Master Planning – Gwynne Park, Bob Blackburn Reserve, Alfred and William 
Skeet Reserves 
 
The Master Planning process for these three sites will begin in the 2012/13 financial 
year.  It is envisaged the Master Plans will be complete by December 2012. 
 
Shared Use Sites in Piara Waters and Harrisdale 
 
The City has worked with the Department of Education to produce concept plans to 
guide the development of three community and sporting sites shared with schools in 
Piara Waters and Harrisdale.  The sites include two Primary Schools (yet to be 
developed) in Piara Waters and the future High School site in Harrisdale.  First draft 
concept plans have been prepared and have been refined by the City officers, 
representatives of the Department of Education and the consultant team.  It is 
anticipated final concepts will be available mid March 2013. 
 
Armadale Golf Course Redevelopment 
 
The City has been successful in obtaining $315,590 from the Department of Sport and 
Recreation CSRFF 2013/2014 funding round.  Community Planning will liaise with 
Parks Services in the detailed design and delivery of this project. 
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Skate Park Strategy - Review 
 
The 2002 Skate Park Strategy review is currently being undertaken as it is considered 
appropriate to update the strategy in view of changing needs of wheeled sports (e.g. 
BMX, skate boarding, scooters), demographics and population growth.  The updated 
strategy will help guide the City’s deliberations on the provision of new and/or 
upgrades to existing facilities.  A desktop review is underway on other Local 
Government strategies. 
 
Public Art Policy 
 
An audit of the City of Armadale’s existing public art has been undertaken.  This also 
includes public art provided by the private sector.  A draft Public Art Policy is 
currently being prepared. 
 
Jull Street Revitalisation Project 
 
The Jull St Mall Revitalisation Project report was presented at the 19 February 2013 
City Strategy Committee meeting. 
 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: 
 
Access & Inclusion 
 
Disability Advisory Team Meeting 
The ‘Disability Advisory Team’ met on Tuesday 5 February to discuss upcoming 
DAT Working Group Meetings and projects the CDO (Seniors, Access and Inclusion) 
will be working with in 2013.  
 
Local Government Officer Disability Networking Meeting 
The Community Development Officer (Seniors Access and Inclusion) attended the 
‘LG Officers Disability Networking Meeting’ on the 7 February. Dawn Walton and 
Sue Henson from the Disability Services Commission provided an update on ‘Count 
Me In’ and the new compulsory outcome for the ‘Disability Access and Inclusion 
Plan’ - employing people with a disability. There were further discussions about the 
‘Your Welcome’ project.  
 
Disability Awareness Training 
The City conducted its third session of ‘Disability Awareness Training’ on the 12 
February and received complimentary feedback about the benefit of the training.  
 
‘At Risk Communities Strategy’ 
The Community Development Officer (Seniors, Access and Inclusion) attended the 
final consultation of ‘At Risk Communities Strategy’ on Monday 23 January. The 
purpose of this strategy is to provide direction to DFES and information to 
stakeholders to assist at-risk people (People who are unable to receive, understand, or 
act on information, prior to or during an emergency) to be better prepared for 
bushfire. The Strategy currently sits with Department of Fire & Emergency Services 
Assistant Commissioner for final approval and review. A Working Group is being 
developed of which a Community Development Officer will be a member. 
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Children & Families 
 
The next Stargate Drama term program is due to commence in partnership with the 
Armadale Community Family Centre at no cost to the City. This highly successful 
drama program has been running for 2 years and supports children aged 8-12 years of 
age to develop their confidence and self-esteem through drama. Students who are 
nominated by teachers to attend the program may have been victims of bullying, 
experience low self-esteem or come from difficult or disadvantaged family 
circumstances.  
 
The highly valued Nutrition and Fruit in Schools program continues to provide 
students with fruit and healthy food options.  
 
Community Partnerships 
 
Jade Browning has commenced in the Community Development Officer -  
Community Partnerships role. 
 
The Ignite Basketball Program has been successful in securing some funding through 
Healthway for 3 years. To complement this funding and ensure the program continues 
to run for this 3 year period an application has been developed and submitted to the 
Attorney-General’s Department for the Indigenous Justice Program. The Indigenous 
Justice Program aims to support safer communities by reducing youth offending. 
Ignite Basketball will work in partnership with the WA Police to link offending youth 
to the program and monitor their progress. 
 
The City of Armadale is continuing to work with Neighbourhood Watch to strengthen 
their connections with the community. Neighbourhood Watch has taken the lead on 
the Street Meet and Greet concept in which community members host BBQs to get to 
know their neighbours. The Street Meet and Greet will be launched in the new areas 
of Harrisdale and Piara Waters with Neighbourhood Watch promoting the concept at 
community events on the 23 March and 7 April. 
 
Indigenous Development 
 
Two new officers have commenced at the Centre, welcome to Brenda Brittain -
Champion Centre Development Officer and Ada Hanson - Indigenous Children and 
Families Coordinator Co-ordinator. The Centre is gearing up for the launch of two 
programs (Waabiny Mia & Yorgalicious) which will be held on 26 February at 
10.00am - 2.00pm here at the centre. The launch will provide a delicious brunch and a 
number of pampering options including massages, flower essences, make up, hair 
dressing and a yarning circle which is open to women, children and men. Invitations 
have be sent through a number of service providers and local people within the 
community. 
 
The Centre also welcomes officers from Outcare - Live Works program to the centre. 
Outcare have 5 staff based at the Centre and they will support young men completing 
a 20 week Cert 11 in Construction. We look forward to Outcare staff working at the 
Centre and forming a close relationship with current and future programs. 
 
The Aboriginal Driver Training continues to operate at the centre at a steady pace 
with numbers of participants rising each week. We recently had a group from Wagin 
attend and feedback provided from this group was very positive. 
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Eat Act Live 
 
Free healthy lifestyle courses such as ‘Bench Warmers’, ‘Get Fresh’, ‘Healthy 
Around the House’ and ‘Lift for Life’ have commenced in Armadale and Gosnells.  
 
Positive Ageing 
 
 ‘An Age Friendly WA: The Strategic Planning Framework 2012 – 2017 was 
launched by the Minister for Seniors and Volunteering on the 19 December 2012. The 
Framework is designed to guide the actions of government agencies and their 
community and business partners in service, planning and development. The report is 
available from the Seniors’ section of the Department for Communities website 
www.communities.wa.gov.au  
 
 
Volunteer Services 
 
 
Armadale Volunteer Services has seen an enormous increase in volunteering enquiries 
in January 2013 with 81 enquiries received by the service.  This is up from 20 
enquiries received in January 2012.  February is also shaping up to be a busy month 
with 32 enquiries already received this month compared to 35 enquiries received in 
February 2012.  This increase has been noticed at other volunteer centres and has 
been attributed to changes in Centrelink requirements and improvements to the 
Volunteer WA web pages. 
 
The Volunteer Service hosted a meeting for other Volunteer Services in February.  
This session proved extremely beneficial to all parties and Armadale Volunteer 
Services again received written compliments. 
 
On February 28 Armadale Volunteer Services will host a “Step into Volunteering”  
session at the Armadale library.  This session is aimed at people who are thinking 
about volunteering but are not sure how to get started. 
 
On March 13 Armadale Volunteer Services will host a Volunteer Management 
Network meeting for Volunteer Coordinators who run programs in the SE Corridor.  
This session will be held at the Champion Centre. 
 
Youth Engagement 
 
The Y.A.A Fest event took place on Friday the 1st of February at the Youth Activity 
Area.  The event ran between 3.00pm – 7.30pm with an attendance of 150 young 
people. A range of entertainment features including live performances from band The 
Leftovers, Hip Hop duo ASAP and Marksman as well as appearances from 
Skateboarding Australia Skate team and Madd Gear scooter rider Billy Watts. The 
6112 youth crew – a core group of 12 young people - were involved in the stages of 
planning the event including selecting entertainment, designing promotional material 
and setting up and packing down the event. The young people expressed a keen 
interest in running more events and being involved in planning programs in the area.  
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The Ramped Summer School Holiday Program has wrapped up with two successful 
programs taking place. The Hip Hop dance program at the Champion Centre had an 
overall attendance of 39 participants who varied in ages from 7 -17 years. Both the 
parents and young people expressed an interest in seeing the program continue during 
the school term. 
 
A skate, BMX and scooter competition was held on Wednesday the 23rd of January 
and was extremely successful with 30 participants in the competitions and 
approximately 50 people in the audience.  
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JANUARY 2013 
 
LIBRARY SERVICES 

 
Statistical Performance Indicators 
 
The Library Department’s statistical performance indicators report for the month of 
January 2013: 
 
 
Reports on activities and community information sessions held during the month. 
30 regular sessions were held. These include: story time, Baby Rhyme Time, School 
Holiday Activity programs, Books on Wheels, World of Words Multicultural Group, 
reading & writing groups, computer training sessions, games mornings and Men’s 
Social Group. A total of 366 people participated in these various activities. 
Additionally, 60 people were reached with external visits to schools and other 
community facilities. 
  
1 additional Library and Heritage community engagement session was held in the 
City’s libraries this month.  
 
Reports on some these are detailed below. : 
 
 
“E”xtension Activities (Enrich, Educate, Explore, Escape, Entertain, Evolve) 
 
Reports on activities and community information sessions held during the month: 
 
 “E” (Entertain, Educate, Explore, Escape, Entertain) Sessions 
 
Report –  January 2013  School Holiday Programme 
Prepared by –Rita Lennon, Librarian at Seville Grove Library  
 
Topic: Summer Allsorts 
Presenters: Rita Lennon & Jenny Ramshaw, Librarians at Seville Grove and 
Kelmscott Libraries ; SciTech – Marko and Shelley 
Dates: Thursday 3rd January, Wednesday 9th January, Tuesday 15th January, Friday 
25th January, Thursday 31st January 2013  
Venue: Armadale and Seville Grove Libraries, Armadale Arena, Armadale Aquatic 
Centre 
No. Attending: 90 children ; 43 adults 
 
Arena (2 sessions): Hotdog books (1) – 11 children, 8 adults ; Hotdog books (2) – 19 
children, 5 adults ; SVG: Digital hotdog books -  8 children, 5 adults ; ARM: 
SciTech’s Endless Energy -  37 children, 17 adults ; Aquatic Centre - 15 children, 8 
adults 
 
 
Comments: 
 
After a sizzling start to the school holidays it was time to chill out at the Armadale 
Arena and create hotdog books with a summer/sports theme. We decided to run 2 
sessions, 2 weeks apart so that different kids could attend each time. Some sporty and 
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summery clip art was provided to stimulate ideas and the kids also used a variety of 
other craft materials to illustrate their story books. The completed books were 
“published” on the photocopier so the kids had an original copy of their book(s) and 
one to share with family and friends. 
 

      
           
Hotdog books at the Arena                Taking photos for Digital hotdog books 
 
For the next activity kids had a chance to produce digital hotdog books at Seville 
Grove Library. Armed with old digital cameras and resources from the Better 
Beginnings Fairy Tales toolbox the kids set up story scenes using felt boards, puppets 
and toys, and then took photos to include in their books. Some also took a photo of 
themselves for the front cover. Despite some technical hitches with cameras and 
downloading to the PCs all of the photos were finally printed and the kids added text 
under each picture to tell a story. 
 
A lot of energy was expended at Armadale Library during SciTech’s Endless Energy 
science show. Marko engaged the kids in various demonstrations of the different 
states of energy and this was followed by a hands-on activity coordinated by Shelley, 
who asked the kids to work together in groups to make something that moves 
something else. A variety of materials were supplied and each group demonstrated the 
dynamics of their creation to the rest of the audience. 
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Fun with physics - the SciTech way              Fergus the Frog and some library friends 
 
We ‘hopped’ over to stay cool at the Armadale Aquatic Centre for Storytime by the 
Pool to end the school holiday programme with a splash. Fergus the Frog made a 
special guest appearance and participated in a froggy dancing song plus a hi-5 with 
the kids. After sharing some stories about hot summer days and frogs the kids made 
their own pop-up frog booklets, “Hop into a story”. It was also a great opportunity to 
promote our library Storytime and Baby Rhyme Time sessions to those attending and 
to some neighbouring families whose interest was engaged by our activity. 
 
A wonderful selection of activities was enjoyed by a wide age range of children who 
came to our libraries, the Arena and the Aquatic Centre for an interactive and 
entertaining experience. 
 
“E” (Enrich Educate, Explore, Escape, Entertain, Evolve) Session 
 
Report –  General session 
Prepared by – Susan Hall– Historian/ Local Studies Librarian -BLSL - library 
 
Topic: 100 years of Brookton policing 
Date: 6 February 2013 
Venue: Armadale Library meeting room 
 
Twenty one people attended the talk by Ellen Parrick on the ‘100 years of Brookton 
policing’. This was three more than had booked for the late afternoon’s presentation. 
 
Ellen gave a brief history of the settlement of the Brookton district and the need for a 
resident police officer to be appointed to the district.  
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The police station, built in 1913, was occupied by the first permanent officer and his 
family in December of that year. One all-purpose room of the building was dedicated 
to police and court operations, with two separate lock-up cells constructed at the rear 
of the property. The remainder of the building was dedicated to the officer’s 
residence. The building underwent several structural changes before closing as a 
police station in the 1980s and then becoming the local history museum. 
 
The audience was enthralled by Ellen’s passion for the history of Brookton and its 
police station. This was furthered when recognition was given to the number of 
pioneering families from the City of Armadale, and more recent residents, sharing a 
history with the Brookton district. 
 
 
 
HERITAGE SERVICES  

 
Statistical Performance Indicators 
 
The Heritage Department’s statistical performance indicators report for the month of 
January 2013: 
 
Birtwistle Local Studies Library 
 
(Report prepared by Susan Hall, Historian/Local Studies Librarian) 
 
The Birtwistle Local Studies Library re-opened to the public on 2 January 2013. 
However, the volunteers were offered a break from attending their library duties until 
the week beginning 4 February. The BLS Librarian made use of the opportunity of 
not having to prepare and supervise projects for the volunteers to complete a number 
of outstanding project such as the 2011 Roleystone-Kelmscott bushfire interview 
transcriptions, re-assessing the status of the current oral history interviews, contacting 
likely speakers for the Family History Tree Group’s monthly meetings and planning 
the projects for the volunteers to undertake during the first half of 2013. A work 
schedule was developed for the Local History Library Officer. 
 
WA Heritage Festival 18 April to 18 May 
Arrangements have been made with Ye Old Narrogin Inne to host a performance by 
actor and story-teller, Simon James to tell the sad tale of the Murder at the Ye Old 
Narrogin Inn which took place on 14 February 1874. This will be on Wednesday 8 
May, 5:30 to 7:00 pm. Light refreshments will be provided to the people who book 
for the event. This performance will be promoted locally through the City of 
Armadale’s media department and through the promotional outlets organised by the 
National Trust of Australia (WA). 
 
Oral histories 
Use of the hand-held Zoom Q3 recording equipment is gaining popularity with the 
interviewing volunteers. It is simple to use, it is less cumbersome to transport and less 
intimidating to use with the interviewees than the Marantz PMD digital recorder with 
its two separate microphones and stands. The quality of the recordings are 
commensurate with the standards recommended by the State Library of Western 
Australia. 
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Recently a local resident received tuition on how to use a handheld recorder to 
interview her 98 year old father talking about his life. 
 
Interviews that have taken place during January are with Margaret Lee, a former 
employee of the Armadale Co-operative Store, and with Margaret Munday and her 
involvement with the Kelmscott Show and working at Gladalan Plant Nursery. 
 
Family History 
Implementation of the 2013 Family Tree Group programme for the year began with 
the first meeting on 31 January at which 15 people attended and received their bag of 
brochures from the City of Armadale with added resources for finding family history 
information at the BLSL and other centres (SLWA, WAGS and from online 
resources). 
 
Volunteers 
Sadly, resignations have come from two volunteer Audrey Farley (transcriber) and 
from Anne Ellis (Family History) because of family commitments. 
 
A welcome back lunch held was provided for the BLSL volunteers on 31 January to 
bring the them together before their voluntary commitments commence for 2013. The 
function provided an opportunity to farewell Audrey and Anne while welcoming a 
new volunteer, Barbara Walker. 
 
City of Armadale greeting cards 
The project to supply the City of Armadale staff with a selection of images on A6 
sized cards is progressing. The greeting cards have the dual purpose of sharing some 
of the City’s pictorial history and in providing a unique piece of stationary to send to 
clients or to sell as a package to interested visitors. 
 
 
2.3 History House Museum 
 
(Report prepared by Christen Bell, Museum Curator) 
 
Holiday Program 
Clay Tablets & Scrolls – Wednesday 23 Jan 
This program was fully booked with 50 children and parents attending over two 
sessions.  Children were given clay and paper to make a clay tablet and a scroll.  They 
were encouraged to look through the What Were They Reading Then exhibition to get 
inspiration for what they were going to write on their tablet or scroll. 
 
 
Donations 
 
Home made Harpsichord – Irvin Phillips 
 
Irvin a retired piano teacher and technician built the harpsichord in 1999.  He has 
gone on to build another four.  This one has been used in small concerts and in his 
home. 
This item has a strong provenance and demonstrates the skill and creativity of a 
member of the local community.  It also demonstrates the importance music has 
played in the social life of many COA residents.  It is a rare item as very few 
harpsichords have been built in Australian.  



Information Bulletin – Issue No. 03/2013  Page C-12  
Information Items from the Community Services Directorate  

Bull Banksia Lamp – Frank Richardson 
 
Made by Frank from a Banksia nut found on the way down to Fairbridge.  Was made 
in the 1960s and used in his Armadale home. 
This item has a strong provenance and demonstrates the handcraft and electrical skills 
of a local resident. 
 
Jarrah Ash Tray – Pam Herbert 
 
The ash tray was a gift from Kath Herbert, the niece of the owner of a wine saloon 
located on Third Road in the 1960s. 
This item has a good provenance and is linked to a local business.  It represents the 
growth of the Armadale CBD and the changing social attitudes towards smocking in 
WA society. 
 
Brass ash Tray – Pam Herbert 
 
This ash tray was souvenired by Pam Herbert when she was a bar maid at the Railway 
Hotel in the early 1970s.  It represents the ongoing operation of the Hotel one of the 
early Jull Street businesses.  It also represents the changing attitudes towards 
smocking in WA society. 
 
Butter dish – Pam Herbert 
 
Picked up from Railway Hotel where she worked c1970 
This item has a good provenance and represents a local business and the development 
of the Armadale CBD in the 1970s.  It also represents the history of on the early 
businesses started on Jull Street in the early 1900s. 
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LIBRARIES AND HERITAGE 
 
Statistics: 
 
January 
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Statistics 
 
January 2013 

 
Total visits = 9548 
Average Pages per visit = 16 
 
Month: January   Year: 2013 
 

Birtwistle Local Studies Library 
 Current 

Month 
Year to date 

Jan 13    Jan 12      Jul 12-Jan 13 
 

    Jul 11–Jan 12 

Reference Enquiries 4 21 53 68 
Research Enquiries 2 18 61 66 
Visitor Attendance 101        97 647 747 
Volunteer Hours 0 9 168 591 
Digitising Records 15 0 140 11 

Oral History
Letters Sent 1 1 11 14 
Interviews Completed 2 1 14 12 
Transcripts 
Completed/ reviewed 

1 0 12  13 

Volunteer Hours – 
Transcribing 

21 2 222  244 

Volunteer Hours - 
Interviewing 

6 5 57 45 

Family History Research
Reference 4 4 33 4 
Research 33 26 180 26 
Volunteer Hours 0 0 214 0 
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The statistics will provide a closer look at how the community is using museum 
services. 

 General Visitors include individuals and adult groups 
 School visits are school groups that come to History House Museum 
 School Incursions is when a museum program is delivered at a school 
 Holiday programs are museum programs run during school holidays 
 Community programs are general programs or events held by History House 
 Seniors programs are specially designed programs for Seniors 

 

History House 
Museum 

Current 
Month 

Year to date 

 Jan 13 Jan 12 July 12- June 13 Jul 11 – June 12 
General Visitors 104 71 720 830 
School Visits 0 29 74 301 
School Incursions 0 N/A 56 N/A 
Holiday Programs 50 N/A 93 N/A 
Community Programs 0 N/A 0 N/A 
Seniors Programs 0 N/A 138 N/A 
Total Visitors 154 100 1080 1131 
     
Volunteer Hours 180 96 998 1012 
     
Bert Tyler Vintage 
Machinery Museum 

Jan 13 Jan 12 July 12 – June 13 Jul 11 – June 12 

Visitors  131 ? 1038 ? 
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TOURISM DEVELOPMENT 
 
MONTH:  JANUARY 2013 
 
STATISTICS: 

                

0

500

1000

1500

VISITORS T'master Museum Vol Hours Inter/Intra
Visitors

Jan-12

Jan-13

Dec-12

 
  JANUARY 2013 

      
  DECEMBER 2012 

                                                                                                                                    
VISITOR CENTRE OPENED FOR 192 HOURS 

                                                              
AVERAGE VISITORS PER WEEK:         223 
VOLUNTEER HOURS PER WEEK:         28 

                                           

VISITOR CENTRE - DOLLAR VALUE TO THE COMMUNITY: 
 
Average Visitor Spend – Day Visitor: 
 

$ 1,430 per day =   $ 10,013 per week = $ 40,050 per month   
 

Based on $50 per person who came into the Visitor Centre staying one day in our area,  
This is a conservative figure as current guidelines are based on $80 per person each day.  

 Figure calculated as - Visitors less Ticketmaster. 
 

Average Spend – Including Accommodation: 
 

$830 per night = $ 5,813 per week = $ 23,250 per month   
 

Figure is calculated by Using Inter and Overseas figures only for the month, based on $150 per person. 
 
 

TOTAL TOURISM DOLLAR VALUE – JANUARY 2013:  $63,300 
 

 

 
Visitors 

 

 
Ticketmaster 

TOTAL 
Visitors 

Less 
Ticketmaster 

 
Inter 
State 

Visitors 

 
Overseas 
Visitors 

TOTAL 
O/seas & 
Interstate 
VISITORS 

 
Volunteer 

Hours 
 

 
Museum 

891 90 801 54 101 155 113 131 
 

 
Visitors 

 

 
Ticketmaster 

TOTAL 
Visitors 

Less 
Ticketmaster 

Inter 
State 

Visitors 

Overseas 
Visitors 

TOTAL
O/seas & 
Interstate 
VISITORS 

 
Volunteer 

Hours 
 

 
Museum 

852 98 754 56 109 165 85 104 
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This month we had a 5% increase in visitors to the Visitor Centre as well as an 
increase of visitors to the Museum.  
Majority of the International visitors came from Germany, United Kingdom and 
Canada. 
 
Google Analytics reports an increase of 85% new visitors to our website 
www.visitarmadale.com.au with the majority from Australia. The most pages 
viewed were the home page, events page and attractions pages. 
  
We look forward to increasing our membership database as we approach our 2013 
membership drive over the next couple of months.  
 
Visitor Centre Membership 
 
We continue to assist our membership enquiries and continue to build positive 
member relationship including the distribution of our monthly tourism 
e’newsletter and frequent correspondence.  Several meetings have been conducted 
with members to discuss and encourage their advertising in the 2013/2014 
Armadale Regional Guide. 
Membership drive underway with new prospectus at the printers expected to be 
circulated first week in February.  

 
The Armadale 2013/14 Regional Visitor Guide is expected to be delivered by the 
end of February 2013. 
 

 
 
 
EVENTS 
 
Summer Cinema 
 
The City of Armadale holds two free summer cinema screenings a year at Rushton 
Park in Kelmscott. The screenings commenced in 2009.  
 
This year screenings were scheduled for Sunday 13 January and Sunday 24 February. 
 
Due to inclement weather the event was cancelled on 13 January and rescheduled for 
the following Sunday – 20 January. 
 
This event screened the Dr Seuss movie ‘Lorax’ with pre-show entertainment by 
Scooby Circus – Scooby Circus (Morgan Scarfe) gave a 30 minute performance and 
then engaged and instructed children in a number of circus related activities with 
equipment provided by himself. 
 
The event was enjoyed by around 350 people – largely families and children. 
 
Happy Feet 2 is scheduled for 24 February, with pre show entertainment with Fairy 
Ciara and the Eco Faeries. 
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Australia Day 
 
A large part of January was taken up with planning and delivery of Australia Day. 
 
Stakeholders were met and consulted with individually prior to a briefing meeting 
held on Tuesday 15 January with major stakeholders  
 
An estimated 40 to 45000 people attended the event and only one incident was 
reported. 

The stage entertainment was well received. Featured were:  All Aussie Tribute Show, 
Youth band ‘Splint’, Gerard Maunick and Tina Simone and the Bartlett Bros. 

Local Noongar man and Aboriginal Police Liaison Officer, Jeremy Garlett performed 
Welcome to Country.  

The National Anthem was delivered by two 16 year old Armadale girls, Lauren 
Marsden and Isobel Wiltshire.  

Chloe Hoffman, local police cadet and recipient of this year’s Premiere’s Active 
Citizenship Award, joined the Mayor onstage to countdown to the fireworks – a 22 
minute spectacular set to an all West Australian sound track. 

The feedback from the event has been positive, from audience members, key 
stakeholders, and performers – many of whom said ‘it was the best yet’. 

Received from a community member: 

Dear Sir / Madam Last night I had the privilege of attending the Australia Day 
festivities in Armadale. This was the first time that we had done so as we had 
previously attended the Fire Works display in the city. I would like to congratulate 
your council and all staff that were involved with the night as it could not have been a 
more enjoyable event for the consumer. The amenities and location were excellent, 
the fire work display was outstanding and the level of scrutiny by police was brilliant. 

I hope that you will be in a position to keep this event in Armadale for many years to 
come. WELL DONE a brilliant night for families and brilliant show case of 
Armadale’s commitment to the community. Regards Gav Healy 

 

Minnawarra Art Award 

The Minnawarra Art Award Curator for 2012, Louise Morrison has decided to not 
renew her contract for the 2013 award. 

We have advertised for a Curator for this year, with applications closing on Friday 22 
February. 

Expressions of interest letters have been sent out and advertisements have been placed 
in Art source and the Artists Chronicle. 

This year’s award is scheduled from Tuesday 14 to Sunday 19 May with the opening 
night on Tuesday 14 May. The exhibition will again be held in the Armadale District 
Hall. 
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RANGER AND EMERGENCY SERVICES 
 
January 2013 
 
Animal Control 
 
Dogs 
 
Ranger Services received five hundred and seventeen (517)) requests for assistance 
during the report period.  The primary focus of Ranger Services is managing the 
response to the community for requests for service. 
 
Court Action 
 
The following information relates to legal action taken by Ranger Services, these matters 
were heard and determined in the Armadale Magistrates Court, during this report period. 
   

OFFENCE FINDING OF 
COURT 

PENALTY  
$ 

COSTS 
$ 

TOTAL 
$ 

Littering 
Driving on closed 

road 
Guilty 

 
20 

 
3,3100.00 

 
3,330.00 

  
 
Vehicles 
 
Parking 
 
Ranger Service attended to one hundred and seventy three (173)) general enquiries relating to 
the unlawful parking of vehicles during this report period.  
 
Commercial Vehicles (Trucks) 
 
There has been a slight increase in the number of reports received regarding trucks 
being parked in residential areas for extended periods of time. Rangers will continue 
to be vigilant in this area of operations. 
 
 
Control of Vehicles (Off Road Areas) 
 
Ranger Service attended to thirty three (33)) reports of vehicles (motor cycles) being 
driven in a prohibited area, during the report period. 
   
Rangers currently provide a service to the community in respect to reports of off-road 
vehicles being driven or used in certain areas, particularly where it is identified that 
life and or property are at risk.  Notwithstanding the City of Armadale do not have a 
local law relating to the control of off-road vehicles, such matters are dealt with 
pursuant to the “Control of Vehicles (Off-road Areas) Act 1978” (ORV Act) 
 
Where a complaint is received alleging that a contravention of the ORV Act has 
occurred, regardless of it being in a private or public place, Ranger Services initiate a 
full and thorough investigation of the incident. 
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The investigating officer establishes a Customer Request Management File (CRM) on 
which all relevant information is recorded, such as –  
 
 Complainants’ details and statements. 
 Description and details of the alleged offender. 
 Witnesses statements  
 Any other information that may be deemed relevant to the investigation. 
 
 
Litter 
 
During this report period Ranger Services received eighty (80) requests for service in 
relation to Litter and the illegal dumping of rubbish.  Keeping Roadsides and Council 
Reserves litter free is a major focus of the City of Armadale and Rangers are ever 
vigilant in identifying and apprehending litter offenders.  
 
Amendments to the Litter Act which allowed for new penalties were passed in August 
2012. Now the Litter Act Regulations have been amended and were gazetted on the 11 
January 2013 allowing for increased fines for littering and also introducing a new 
offence of littering that creates a public risk to people, property or animals.  

 
Littering that creates a public risk incurs on the spot fines of up to $500 for individuals 
and $2000 for corporations. Also, the penalty for discarding cigarette butts rose to 
$200 from $75. Maximum penalties through prosecution are $5000 for individuals and 
$10,000 for corporations. These penalties can be applied as of 11 January 2013.  
 
Another important aspect of these changes includes and 'owner onus' provision where 
if an owner a vehicle involved in a littering offence cannot identify the person in 
charge of the vehicle at the time then the owner is liable for the fine.  
 
 
Fire Services 
 
Rangers continue a high profile in relation to hazardous blocks and offer advice to 
land owners with regard to fuel reduction and ongoing maintenance of firebreaks. 

Ranger Services attended to two hundred and sixty six (266) enquires, during this 
report period, mainly associated with alternative style firebreaks and advice regarding 
general fire safety.  

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigades have experienced a lower than usual  amount of calls to 
bush/scrub fires, during January, however due to the excellent response from 
members they have been able to deal with those incidents in a timely and effective 
manner, thereby reducing the potential for a major fire situation.  

 

Firebreak Inspections 

Ranger Services are now actively engaged in the annual firebreak inspections 
programme, and have been particularly vigilant in targeting vacant land with long dry 
grass especially in light of the amount of late rain experienced thereby increasing the 
fuel growth. 

At the time of writing this report Ranger Service have inspected one thousand nine 
hundred and ninety six (1,196) properties throughout the district.   
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Statistics 
 

January 2013 Statistics    

           

           

DOGS January January 2012/2013 2011/2012  

  2013 2012 Progressive 
Total 

Progressive 
Total  

Wandering 69 56 434 482 Down 
10% 

Dogs for Pick Up 32 32 251 266 Down 
6% 

Barking 27 18 208 244 Down 
15% 

Attacks 22 21 123 150 Down 
18% 

Lost & Found 152 168 873 794 Up 10% 

Multiple / Restricted Inspections 5 9 28 37 Down 
2% 

Vet collection & Cremation 20 9 99 95 Up 4% 

General Information 25 18 116 129 Down 
10% 

Sub Total 352 331 2132 2197 Down 
3% 

Office Phone Enquiries 165 152 1314 1447 Down 
9% 

Total 517 483 3446 3644 Down 
5% 

      

           

           

PARKING / VEHICLES January January 2012/2013 2011/2012  

  2013 2012 Progressive 
Total 

Progressive 
Total  

General Parking 22 18 186 164 Up 13% 

Trucks 5 4 37 30 Up 23% 

School Parking 0 9 300 292 Up 27% 

Illegal Parking in CBD 19 19 134 109 Up 23% 

Abandoned Vehicles 30 32 163 141 Up 16% 

Off Road Vehicles 33 21 229 176 Up 30% 

Sub Total 109 103 1049 912 Up 15% 

Office Phone Enquiries 64 35 351 171 Up 106% 

Total 173 138 1400 1083 Up 29% 

       

           

LIVESTOCK January January 2012/2013 2011/2012  

  2013 2012 Progressive 
Total 

Progressive 
Total  

Lost & Found 2 6 10 8 Up 25% 

General 15 0 81 87 Down 
7% 

Sub Total 17 6 91 95 Down 
4% 

Office Phone Enquiries 2 0 29 120 Down 
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80% 

Total 19 6 120 215 Down 
44% 

           

LITTER January January 2012/2013 2011/2012  

  2013 2012 Progressive 
Total 

Progressive 
Total  

General Information 0 0 4 0 Up 

Private Property 4 9 27 46 Down 
41% 

Roadside / Reserve 21 15 100 70 Up 43% 

Verge 30 28 144 154 Down 
6% 

Sub Total 55 52 275 270 Up 2% 

Office Phone Enquiries 25 25 79 55 Up 44% 

Total 80 77 354 325 Up 9% 

      

   

           

FIRE January January 2012/2013 2011/2012  

  2013 2012 Progressive 
Total 

Progressive 
Total  

Burning Off / General 
Information 

6 2 24 55 Down 
56% 

Firebreak / Hazard 96 93 449 519 Down 
13% 

Firebreak Variation 17 26 143 121 Up 18% 

Fire Permit Enquiries 0 0 32 91 Down 
65% 

Permits Issued 0 0 320 422 Down 
24% 

Nuisance Smoke - Legal 
Burning Off 

2 n/a 27 n/a 

 

Sub Total 121 121 995 1208 Down 
18% 

Office Phone Enquiries 145 135 629 559 Up 13% 

Total 266 256 1624 1767  

      

           

GENERAL January January 2012/2013 2011/2012  

  2013 2012 Progressive 
Total 

Progressive 
Total  

General Information 0 0 10 52 Down 
81% 

Shopping Trolleys 4 25 46 15 Up 206% 

Sub Total 4 25 56 67 Down 
16% 

Office Phone Enquiries - 
Trolleys 

1 4 29 23
Up 26% 

Office Phone Enquiries - Cats 12 12 169 86 Up 97% 

Office Phone Enquiries - 
General 

99 75 570 655 Down 
13% 

Total 112 91 768 831 Down 
8% 
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MINUTES OF OCCASIONAL/ADVISORY COMMITTEES 
 
 

CITY OF ARMADALE 

NOTES 
 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Advisory Group  
Monthly meeting 
Tuesday 5 February 2013 at 12.30pm 
Meeting Room, Champion Centre, Champion Drive, Seville Grove 
Chair: Mr Albert McNamara 
 
Minutes prepared by Carolyn Fisher 
 

1. Business of meeting 
 
(i) Attendance 

 
Name Organisation Title 
Albert McNamara  - ATSIAG Chairperson 
Carolyn Fisher City of Armadale Community Development 

Support Officer 
Kelly-Anne Charles City of Armadale Manager Community 

Development  
Cr. Guenter Best City of Armadale Councillor 
Keith Lethbridge Department of Indigenous 

Affairs 
Community Support  

Lexie Trancollino Department of Human 
Services 

Indigenous Specialist Officer 

Sheila-Anne Macleod Disability Services 
Commission 

Acting Area Manager, 
Kelmscott District 

Victoria Rafferty - Torres Strait Islander 
Elder/Community 
Representative 

Leon Harp Department of Health Senior Project Officer/Men’s 
Health- South Metropolitan 
Public Health Unit  

Vicki Davis Department of Housing Aboriginal Customer Support 
Officer 

Christine Parry Armadale Health Service Aboriginal Health Officer 
Brenda Brittain City of Armadale Champion Centre 

Development Officer 
Ada Hanson City of Armadale Indigenous Children and 

Families Coordinator 
Cheryl Metcalfe ARBOR- Anglicare WA Manager- ARBOR 
Tricia Flynne-Scrutton ARBOR- Anglicare WA Counsellor 
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Claire de Dulin Department of Disability 

Services 
Local Area Coordinator 

Joe Collard Parkerville Inc.   
Lyall Garlett Department of Education  Coordinator Aboriginal 

Education 
Madge Hill - Aboriginal Elder/ Community 

Representative 
John Lockridge Outcare  
Karina Chicote Save the Children Coordinator  SE Corridor 

Youth Development Project 
Katherine Webster Western Australian Liberal 

Party 
Liberal Candidate for 
Armadale 

 
(ii) Apologies 

 
Name Organisation Title 
Loretta Hill Armadale Health Service  
Denis Pickett Armadale Health Service Aboriginal Liaison Officer 
Jamie Barr City of Armadale Ignite Basketball 

Coordinator 
Damon Oliver Armadale Youth Resources Youth Outreach Coordinator 
Sam Mesiti Outcare Manager Youth Services 
Jodie Clarke City of Armadale Indigenous Development 

Coordinator
 
Welcome to Country provided by Madge Hill  
 

(iii) Minutes from previous meeting 
 

CORRECTIONS: 
 
Page 1: Harold Hums be replaced Harold Humes.  
 
Page 1: Alta Ninmar be replaced with Alta Winmar.  
 
Action: Carolyn Fisher 
 
Minutes of the ATSIAG meeting held 13 November 2012 be confirmed.  
Moved by Cr Gunter Best. 
Seconded by Keith Lethbridge.   
 

(iv) Business Arising from Minutes  
 
Sister Kate’s to submit proposal to the City of Armadale for consideration regarding 
financial support for a children’s art banner project and the establishment of an 
Aboriginal meeting place in a local Armadale park. – no submission made.  

 
2. Information Items 

 
(i) One Stop Updates 
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Champion Centre 

 
The City of Armadale welcomes two new employees, Brenda Brittain - Champion 
Centre Development Officer, and Ada Hanson - Indigenous Children & Families 
Coordinator.  Both Brenda and Ada are experienced officers and will be assets to the 
Champion Centre.  
 
The appointment of both positions enables Jodie Clarke, Indigenous Development 
Coordinator to focus on the development and implementation of an Indigenous 
Development Strategy for the City. Danny Ford has been contracted to assist the City 
to develop an Indigenous Development Strategy.  
 
Action: Danny Ford to be invited to future ATSIAG meeting to provide update to 
ATISAG on a draft strategy framework.  
 
Motion by Joe Collard: That the scope of the consultants work should include an 
Aboriginal history of the area and identification of Aboriginal place names and sites 
of cultural significance. 
  
Seconded by Christine Parry.  
 
Kelly-Anne Charles clarified that the scope of the consultancy includes advice on the 
development of a strategic framework to guide the future direction and ongoing 
development of the City’s Indigenous development area. The request for 
identification of Aboriginal place names and sites of cultural significance could be 
accommodated as actions within the strategy following engagement with ATSIAG 
and the community to confirm.  
 
Action: Keith Lethbridge to support Joe Collard to make a request to the Department 
of Indigenous Affairs for assistance to identify Aboriginal place names and sites of 
cultural significance.  
 
From this week onwards, Outcare Youth Services staff will be working from the 
Champion Centre five days a week providing youth and family support programs.   
 
Action: Invite Sam Mesiti, Manager Youth Services to next ATSIAG meeting to 
provide update on programs.  
 
This week the Champion Centre will launch Yorgalicious, a weekly Indigenous 
women’s program and Waabiny Mia, a parent and lifestyle program.  
 
City of Armadale 
 
The City of Armadale’s Community Grants program is now open. The program 
allows Community organisations and groups apply for up to $1,000 in funding for 
programs, activities and events.  
 
The City’s Annual Contributions program will Monday, 11th February. This program 
allows community organisations and groups apply for up to $20,000.  
Interested organisations can contact Carolyn Fisher, Community Development 
Support Officer on 9399 0642 or info@armadale.wa.gov.au.  
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Department of Indigenous Affairs 
 
Community group, Marmum Mia Mia have purchased a 12 seat bus. The vehicle 
purchase has allowed the group to host local bushwalks and camps. Community 
groups who are interested in bushwalking for the organisation or clients can contact 
Keith Lethbridge, 9399 0620 or klethbridge@armadale.wa.gov.au.  
 
Department of Housing 
 
Vicki Davis has recently been appointed to the position of Aboriginal Customer 
Support Officer with the Department of Housing.  
 
Vicki is looking to support Aboriginal families with housing submissions, tenancy 
agreements, dispute resolution and other related housing information.  
 
If groups would like information or Housing support, Vicki can be contacted on 9391 
1629 or Vicki.davis@housing.wa.gov.au.  
 
Department of Health 
 
The Armadale-Kelmscott Memorial Hospital offers an antenatal clinic for local 
Aboriginal women. This program is having success in encouraging local women to 
have their babies in Armadale, rather travel outside of the area. 
  
The Hospital has recently employed five Aboriginal grandmothers to assist pregnant 
Aboriginal women with pregnancy, birth and parenting advice and support.  
 
Disability Services Commission (DSC) 
 
In December 2012, DSC along with several local organisations hosted a Celebration 
for All event in Minnawarra park; an inclusive event to celebrate Disability 
Awareness Week. 
 
The event was very successful with several hundred people attending throughout the 
day.  
 
(ii) General Business 

 
Parkerville 

 
Albert McNamara and ATSIAG have received a letter from Parkerville Inc. 
requesting ATSIAG’s support for their ‘HIPPY’ program, a two year home based 
parenting and early childhood programme.  
 
ATSIAG group members unanimously supported the request for a letter of support.  
 
Action: City of Armadale officer prepare letter of support on behalf of ATSIAG 
 
Department of Health 
 
The Department of Health, in conjunction with Marmum Mia Mia and local men’s 
groups have been working collaboratively on various men’s programs designed to 
improve the health of men in the Armadale community. Programs include Health and 
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Wellbeing Days, health checks or “Pit Stops”, family fun days featuring activities and 
stalls, walks and camping outings and other health related programs.   
 
ARBOR 
 
Active Response Bereavement Outreach (ARBOR) is a free service for people 
bereaved by suicide. ARBOR provides peer support, counselling services, home visits 
and support groups.  
 
ARBOR is currently operating from the Champion Centre for one half day per week 
and are currently running a six week Yarning and Grieving session for grieving 
Aboriginal families.  
 
Outcare 
 
As of this week, Outcare Youth Services will be operating from the Champion Centre. 
In partnership with Department of Housing, Outcare will be running a 20 week 
program for young offenders (14-23years) and those at risk of offending.  
 
The program supports young people by providing intensive support to a range of 
services including employment assistance, guidance with Centrelink,  Juvenile Justice 
and legal support, driving instructing, provided food and meals and part-time 
construction work of Department of Housing properties. 
  
The program aims to provide troubled young people with a habit of work and 
sufficient education and guidance for them to make healthy lifestyle choices. Eleven 
young people from the Armadale area have already registered for the program.  
 
Meeting closed at 2.20pm 
 
(iii) Next Meeting Details 
 
Tuesday 5th March 2013 at 12.30pm 
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MINUTES OF OCCASIONAL/ADVISORY COMMITTEES 
 

DISABILITY ADVISORY TEAM MEETING NOTES 
Tuesday 5 February 2013, 9.30am 

 
Bi-Monthly Meeting, Held at the City of Armadale Committee Room, 7 

Orchard Avenue Armadale 
 
Chair- Wendy Hill  
Notes prepared by Carolyn Fisher 

 
1.0 Attendance & Apologies  
 

Attendance 
Name Title Organisation 
Wendy Hill  Community Development 

Officer- Seniors Access and 
Inclusion  

City of Armadale 

Carolyn Fisher Community Development 
Support Officer/ Note Taker 

City of Armadale 

Lynne Darby Chief Executive Officer Directions WA 
Ron Fisher Community Representative  

John 
Glassford 

Manager Property Services City of Armadale 

Pat Hart Community Representative - 
Sheila-Anne 
Maclead 

Acting Area Manager -
Kelmscott District 

Disability Services 
Commission 

Sheila Parker Community Representative - 
Felicity 
Lockyer 

Corporate Business 
Information Officer 

Intework 

Lorraine 
Kirwin 

Local Area Manager- 
Manager Services South  

Disability Services 
Commission 

Gail Nesci Principal Occupational 
Therapist 

Armadale Health Service 

Nigel Gundry Coordinator Building Services 
(Residential) 

City of Armadale  

 
Apologies 

Name Title Organisation 
Cr.Melissa 
Northcott 

Councillor and Chairperson  

Mark Dadd Community Representative  
 

2.0 Minutes 
No corrections to be made.  

 
3.0   Actions from November Minutes 

(i) Shane Asmus has been invited to today’s meeting- Shane is 
unexpectedly absent 
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(ii) Felicity Lockyer of Interwork invited to today’s meeting and is 
present 

 
4.0 Guest Speaker: Shane Asmus (City of Armadale Manager Civil 

Works) 
Not present at today’s meeting.  

 
Action: Wendy Hill to invite Shane Asmus to future DAT meeting to provide 
update on City Civil Works including footpaths.  
  
5.0 Updates on DAT projects 
 

(i) Accessible Businesses 
 
At the December 2012 DAT meeting, a working group was formed to inform 
and promote the benefits of accessibility to local business.  
 
Action: Wendy Hill to confirm date for first meeting for working group and one 
of the working group representatives to provide update to DAT at the next 
April meeting.  
 

(ii) Promotion of DAT 
 
At the December 2012 DAT meeting, a working group was formed to better 
promote the DAT to the community.  
Wendy Hill discussed promoting both the Positive Ageing Working Group and 
the DAT together in the local newspapers. Lynne Darby offered to promote 
the DAT in the Directions’ family newsletter.  
 

(iii) Shane Asmus information and working group formation 
 
Shane Asmus is not present at today’s meeting. Shane Asmus to be invited to 
April 2013 DAT meeting, after which a working group can be established to 
identify a network of priority routes for people with a disability.  

 
(iv) Disability Awareness Week and DAT 
 

Last December, Disability Services Commission (DSC), in conjunction with a 
number of local organisations hosted an inclusive event to celebrate Disability 
Awareness Week. Sheila-Anne Maclead will provide an overview of the event 
at the next DAT meeting, at which time the DAT can provide any feedback 
and comments on DSC’s December event.  
Wendy Hill has been in contact with a number of Perth Local Government 
Authorities in relation to Disability Awareness Week celebrations in order to 
gain an overview of how other LGA’s organise and run programs for Disability 
Awareness Week.  
 
Action: Sheila-Anne McCloud to provide overview of Celebration for All at 
April 2013 DAT meeting.  
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6.0  Updates from Community Development Officer (Seniors Access & 
Inclusion) 
 

 Clay Tales 
 

Wendy Hill is currently collaborating with Hazel James, City of Armadale 
Museum Curator on a story-telling and craft project similar to the established 
‘Clay Tales’ series.  
Wendy and Hazel propose to run 8-10 workshops over August and 
September this year culminating in a final exhibition of art works at a City 
coordinated exhibition event, which will run during Disability Awareness 
Week. More information to be provided to the DAT at future meetings.  

 
 Pool Hoist 

 
Wendy Hill is currently applying for funding for a pool hoist for the Armadale 
Aquatic Centre pool. Wendy is awaiting letters of recommendations from 
supporting agencies in order to submit the grant application.   
 

 Local Government Officers Disability Networking Meeting 
Wendy will be attending this meeting Thursday 7 February.   
 
7.0 Terms of Reference  
 
5.0 of the DAT Terms of Reference stipulate that members of the group shall 
elect a presiding member every year from amongst themselves.  
Wendy Hill recommends altering the Terms of Reference to stipulate that a 
presiding member hold the position for a period of two years.  
The DAT members passed the recommendation.  
Action: The DAT Terms of Reference to be updated with this alteration.  
 
8.0  Other Business 
 
Since last year, the City of Armadale has been facilitating disability awareness 
training for City staff.  
The training has received positive feedback from participants, with some 
participants noting that the training has provided them with a greater 
understanding of the barriers faced by persons with a disability in everyday 
environments.  
The City will continue to run the training for the next 12months.  
 
The Meeting closed at 10.35 am. 
 
Next Meeting 
The next Disability Team Meeting will be held on Tuesday 2 April 2013.    
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