
 
 
 
 
 

Residential construction of pergolas, patios, carports 
and sheds within the City of Armadale 

 
 
 
Pergolas may be built up to the boundary but no part of the 
pergola may encroach into the neighbour’s property.  

Pergolas may be open slatted but not roofed and must have 
a minimum ground clearance of 2 metres. 

Sample construction details are available from the Building 
Department. 
 

 
Patios & Carports 
The standard required boundary setback for the 
construction of a patio or carport is 1.0 metre.  A lesser 
distance may be approved at Council’s discretion with 
the application of a Residential Design Code Variation. 
 
Gutters must be fitted to all patios and carports to ensure 
that the stormwater is directed to the existing drainage 
system. 
 

 
Garages & Sheds 
Any shed or garage requires a Building Licence and may 
require the City’s Planning Consent.   
The standard required boundary setback for the 
construction of a shed or garage is 1.0 metre.  A lesser 
distance may be approved at Council’s discretion with 
the application of a Residential Design Code Variation. 
A small garden shed of 10m2 or less does not require a 
building licence. 10m2 sheds are still required to have 
standard setbacks from boundaries  

 
The City of Armadale requires a building licence to be obtained if you are 
planning to construct or install any of the following: 
 
 Pergola or gazebo; 
 patio or carport; 
 garage or shed; 
 swimming pools and spas; 
 and decking/balustrades 
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Planning Approval may be required for the following: Planning Approval may be required for the following: 

 Outbuildings (ie: garages and sheds)   Outbuildings (ie: garages and sheds)  

 Minor structures (ie: pergolas/gazebos, freestanding carports or patios)  Minor structures (ie: pergolas/gazebos, freestanding carports or patios) 

 Use of reflective materials  Use of reflective materials 

 Any structures on properties zoned rural, commercial/industrial or 
special residential 

 Any structures on properties zoned rural, commercial/industrial or 
special residential 

  
Your submission for a Planning Approval must include: Your submission for a Planning Approval must include: 
  
 A development application form 

‘Schedule 6’ (available from the Building, 
Planning Department or website) 

 A development application form 
‘Schedule 6’ (available from the Building, 
Planning Department or website) 

 4 copies of the site plan and,  4 copies of the site plan and, 

 4 copies of the elevations of the 
structure and, 

 4 copies of the elevations of the 
structure and, 

 payment of application fees.  payment of application fees. 
  
Your submission for a Building Licence must include: Your submission for a Building Licence must include: 

o An application form. (available from the Building Department or website) o An application form. (available from the Building Department or website) 

o 2 copies of your site plan drawn to scale (1:200) showing: o 2 copies of your site plan drawn to scale (1:200) showing: 

 location of house and other structures 
on the block 

 location of house and other structures 
on the block 

 location of the new structure  location of the new structure 
 measurement from the boundaries  measurement from the boundaries 
 location of septic tanks and leach 

drains (if applicable) 
 location of septic tanks and leach 

drains (if applicable) 

o 2 copies of construction details drawn to 
scale (1:100) showing: 

o 2 copies of construction details drawn to 
scale (1:100) showing: 

 specifications  specifications 
 Structural Engineer’s certification  Structural Engineer’s certification 
 detailed floor plan and elevations  detailed floor plan and elevations 
 cross-section details  cross-section details 

Note:  Additional requirements may be requested when application is 
assessed by a building surveyor. 
Note:  Additional requirements may be requested when application is 
assessed by a building surveyor. 

Application Fees for a Building Licence Application Fees for a Building Licence Application Fees for a Building Licence Application Fees for a Building Licence 
MINIMUMMINIMUM BUILDING APPLICATION FEE IS $126.50 

 
Building Fee (cost of materials and labour + GST)    $cost of construction x 0.035 ÷ 11 =  $ 
                                                                                     (minimum fee -  $85) 
Builders Registration Board Levy - $41.50  
 
BCITF Levy (Building and Construction Industry Training Fund) 
(Only payable on jobs costing greater than $20,000)         $cost of construction x 0.2%    =$ 
 
NB – if the construction value of the works is $20,000 or more then a security deposit & kerb 
inspection fee will be payable to the council prior to your licence being issued. 
                                                            Security Deposit $ 400.00 
                                                            Kerb Inspection Fee $ 132.00 
 
Residential Design Codes Variation (if applicable) $ 139.00 
 
You will need to check with our Planning Department if you require planning approval for this 
development and therefore if any planning fees are payable. 
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